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mletter to the editor

The recent article “Turning New Faculty Members into Quick Starters”! made a lot of sense to me on a firstreading.
New faculty members are under immense pressure and they need all the help they can get, but if I may be allowed to
sound a note of criticism, the article contains no mention whatsoever of industry.
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The great pioneers of chemical engineering education such as Donald F. Othmer had strong links with professional
practice but in recent decades the academic community in chemical engineering has developed its own culture which
has grown away from that of industry. This column! gives the impression that young engineering faculty are expected
to perform in the same way as their scientific and mathematical colleagues in terms of lectures and supervisions, pub-
lications and grants. Industrial contacts and practice, however, can provide many educational and research benefits.[2]
Such contacts should be encouraged among our “quick-starting” young faculty members, despite the pressures on

their time.

Malcolm Baird
McMaster University

Hamilton, Canada
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