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CHEMICAL ENGINEERING SYMPOSIUM 
AT CARNEGIE- MELLON 

MICHAEL LOCKE 
Carnegie-Mellon University 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

0 N NOVEMBER 15th and 16th, 1979, Carnegie-
Mellon University held its first annual Chemi­

cal Engineering Symposium. It was a chance for 
graduate students in the department to present 
their work before an audience of interested pro­
fessors and students. The symposium was intended 
to serve several purposes. It would give students 
experience in speaking before an audience. This 
experience would be helpful in the future, making 
it easier to speak at technical meetings, and, for 
those who desire to teach, in the classroom. The 
symposium was also a good way for research 
groups in the department and in other depart­
ments in the university to examine each others' 
work. Here was a chance for the left hand to at 
last find out what the right hand is doing. It was 
hoped that the symposium would lead to co-opera­
tion and an exchange of ideas between research 
groups. Also, the symposium was a good time for 
new graduate students to, check out the work 
that the professors in the department are doing. 
This exposure helped the new students to decide 
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Westerman-Clark presenting his winning paper ••. 

which faculty members they would choose as their 
advisors. 

The idea for a symposium was first brought 
up in September during a meeting between depart­
ment chairman Tomlinson Fort and the officers of 
Carnegie-Mellon's Chemical Engineering Graduate 
Student Association (ChEGSA). Arrangements 
for the symposium began with a call for papers. 
Prospective speakers were required to turn in the 
titles of their talks. It was at this point that the 
organizers realized that they were on to something. 
The response from students and faculty was over­
whelming. Twenty-seven students responded 
positively, with 29 papers to present. This was 
twice the number that had been anticipated. 

One month before the symposium, speakers 
submitted abstracts of their talks. The abstracts 
were collected in a booklet, along with the agenda 
of talks. Copies of the booklet were distributed to 
all faculty members and graduate students in CMU 
Chemical Engineering, and also to the heads of the 
departments in the School of Engineering. Each 
student was given 20 minutes to talk, with 5 addi­
tional minutes for questions. Topics ranged from 
separation of polymer wastes to synthesis of heat 
exchange networks. Other interesting topics were 
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trace metal levels in Pittsburgh air (there's more 
than just a trace), and the velocity of blood flow 
in a rabbit's ear. Interesting discussions started 
during the symposium, and are continuing. 

As an incentive for the students, a prize was 
awarded for the best paper. It consisted of an 
expense paid trip to the next AIChE convention, to 
deliver the winning paper, and a check for $100 
from Tomlinson Fort. The judging committee was 
made up of 5 faculty members, headed by Dr. 
Robert Rothfus, the senior member of the depart­
ment. Speakers were judged on content, presenta­
tion, and a written copy of the talk. 

After much deliberation, the judging commit­
tee chose Jerry Westermann-Clark as the prize 
winner. The title of his talk was "Coion Exclusion 
Potential in Charged Membranes." Jerry entered 

... and receiving his award and the congratulations 
of Professor Fort. 

CMU in September, 1976, with a B.S. from the 
University of Pennsylvania. He has a Masters 
Degree from Carnegie-Mellon and his Ph.D. in 
September, 1980. His work was supervised 
by Dr. John Anderson. Jerry is now an Assistant 
Professor at the University of Florida. 

The judges also named three runners up. They 
were Greg Townsend, for his talk "Pharmaco­
kinetics of Adriamycin in Normal and Neoplastic 
Tissues" with Dr. Rakesh Jain supervising; Lewis 
Grimes, with a talk entitled "The Synthesis and 
Evaluation of Networks of Heat Exchangers that 
Feature the Minimum Number of Units," super­
vised by Dr. Arthur Westerberg; and Michael 
Reilly for his talk "Ambient Trace Metal Levels 
in Pittsburgh Air," supervised by Dr. Eric Suu­
berg. • 
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OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Chemical Engineering. Two Assistant or Associate Pro­
fessor Positions. These are tenure-track positions and will 
be approximately half-time teaching and half-time re­
search. We will help successful candidates establish re­
search by providing initiation funds, co-investigation op­
portunities with senior faculty, and proposal preparation­
processing assistance from our Office of Engineering Re­
search. Candidates must possess an earned Ph.D. degree 
from an accredited Department or School of Chemical 
Engineering or have a Ph.D. degree in related areas and 
have strongly related qualifications. We welcome applica­
tions from candidates with competencies and interests in 
any field of chemical engineering, but especially seek those 
with strengths in material sciences or controls. The posi­
tions are available as early as July, 1981. Applications 
will be received thru June, 1981. Salary and rank are 
commensurate with qualifications and experience. Please 
send your resume and list of three references to: Dr. 
Billy L. Crynes, Head, School of Chemical Engineering, 
423 Engineering North, Oklahoma State University, Still­
water, Oklahoma 74078, 405-624-5280. (Calls for addi­
tional information invited.) OSU is an equal opportunity/ 
affirmative action employer. 
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