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THE FRATERNITY OF chemical engineering profes­
sors is not a very large one and many of us know, 

or have met, a sizable portion of the group. For those 
who have not met William Baasel, an article is a poor 
substitute but, short of stapling WDB clones into each 
issue of this journal, it will have to do until a real 
meeting can be made. 

Bill has been at Ohio University since 1962, serv­
ing the students, the department and his profession 
in a variety of ways. As we will see, Bill's interests 
are eclectic (as is his taste in hats), and writing about 
him poses an interesting puzzle on exactly where to 
begin. So, following the White King's advice, let us 
begin at the beginning and proceed to the end, and 
then stop. 

Bill was born (1932) and raised in Chicago, where 
he attended public schools through grammar school. 
He then went to North Park Academy for his high 
school years. After graduation from high school he 
went North, all the way to Evanston, where he did 
his BS and MS work at Northwestern University. His 
co-oping at Northwestern was at the Armour Union 
Stockyards. (Bill always points out that he worked at 
a pilot plant for amines and quaternary ammonium 
salts and vigorously denies he used a sledgehammer 
to kill cows.) From there he went to Cornell Univer­
sity, where he worked with J. C. Smith on a heat and 
mass transfer problem. While at Cornell he met Pat­
ricia Bradfield, whose father was chairman of Cor­
nell's agronomy department and who was much in­
volved in the "Green Revolution." While Pat clearly 

... in 1965 he took advantage of ... a Ford 
Foundation Residency in Engineering Practice at 
Dow Chemical. This experience convinced him that the 
teaching of design needed to be changed to better 
conform to industrial practice. 
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(and the medium) 

of 
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was the main attraction, her family's involvement in 
international affairs was a prelude of things to come. 
Pat was a student in child development and she and 
Bill were married in the summer of 1960. They spent 
their leisure time in the Outing Club, the Choral 
Union Club, and folk-dancing. (Bill still claims that 
the most perfect art-form is dance.) 

In 1959, still ABD, Bill went to Clemson, finishing 
his dissertation in ·the summers. In 1962 he came to 
Ohio University. The department at that time was 
about five years old, so Bill has had an opportunity to 
help establish its direction and character. 

For the next three years, Bill taught the various 
required undergraduate and graduate courses (the 
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A little later on, Bill spent some time at MIT learning about self-paced learning (Keller) courses. His 
enthusiasm for the method led to the department committing the senior process control course 

to the technique with Bill as instructor. He taught the course for several years ... 

graduate work started a year later), but in 1965 he 
decided to take advantage of an opportunity to do a 
Ford Foundation Residency in Engineering Practice 
at Dow Chemical in Midland, Michigan. This experi­
ence convinced him that the teaching of design needed 
to be changed to better conform to industrial practice. 
He used his time at Dow to learn how to best change 
the design courses when he returned to Ohio. He 
found that his involvement with design people, and 
later his interaction with construction people, was 
most helpful to him in this respect. 

His serious involvement with design led Bill into 
teaching the design courses in the curriculum and 
later, on a sabbatical in 1969, to use his industrial and 
academic experiences to create the shape of his book 
Preliminary Plant Design, published by Elsevier in 
1976. (That book is now going into a revised second 
edition, and Bill says the manuscript is presently in 
the hands of the publisher.) 

Meanwhile, back at the academic ranch, Bill be­
came much involved with AAUP, ASEE, Sigma Xi 
and others, filling positions of leadership and office. 
The late 60's and early 70's were perilous times at 
OU, and the clash of competing ideologies both in the 
student body and in the academic structures led to 
very intense and emotional confrontations. Bill tried 
through all this to be an agent of constructive debate 
and peace and, his colleagues believe, he succeeded in 
that task. During that time, while Bill served as divi­
sion chairman, an ASEE regional meeting was held at 
OU. Also during that time, OU's President held an 
extraordinary summer seminar (of which Bill was an 
important part) after student disturbances forced the 
premature closing of the University in 1970. Dealing 
simultaneously with professional matters, academic 
matters, and matters of governance made for busy 
times for Bill (and others). In the midst of this, Pat 
completed her PhD work in psychology and intensified 
her career work. 

In the late 60's and early 70's, Bill wore an aggres­
sive crewcut but his political and social views were 
more allied with the "long-hairs." The sight of Bill 
strolling around campus talking with agitated stu­
dents, who at first sight had made assumptions (er­
roneous) about him, was interesting. In later years, 
Bill grew a lot of hair, including an "Old Man of the 
Mountains" beard. (As his colleagues, we are some­
times puzzled by his "out-of-phase" behavior. Maybe 
it comes from teaching too many control courses!) 
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Bill and one of his famous chapeaus, both on location 
in the Far East. 

A little later on, Bill spent some time at MIT learn­
ing about self-paced learning (Keller) courses. His en­
thusiasm for the method led to the department com­
mitting the senior process control course to the 
technique with Bill as instructor. He taught the course 
for several years and found, as others have, that the 
method takes a lot of time. He carried on, however, 
until a new faculty member in the department took 
over the course, when it reverted to the more tradi­
tional form. The experience was good for all, although 
some colleagues were dubious of a process in which 
the predominate grade was an "A," even though Bill 
insisted that the grade was earned with sweat and 
tears. The students did say, as a matter of fact, that 
they had worked very hard and had learned a great 
deal in the course. 

In 1978, Bill took a leave and spent the next two 
years with EPA in North Carolina. For some years 
he had been active in teaching campus-wide courses 
in environmental control, zero population growth, and 
other such things, and this seemed like a good oppor­
tunity to expand and intensify that knowledge. After 
his return to OU, he continued the relationship with 
EPA and finally wrote a book on environmental as­
sessment, Economic Methods for Multi-Pollutant 
Analysis and Evaluation, published by Marcel Dek­
ker in 1985. 

The EPA experience also led to Bill's increasing 
involvement in Ohio's serious concern about acid rain 
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and polycyclic organics. His computer experience (he 
had, among other things, taught the first FORTRAN 
course on campus and had served as acting director of 
the computer center many years ago) led him to create 
a program which computes costs and the implications 
of putting scrubbers on various plants and how these 
devices affect air quality and economics. Interest­
ingly, some of Bill's studies caused him to form more 
cautious conclusions than would be expected from his 
long-standing social stance. He has continued this in­
terest in modeling and, even though the EPA has not 
been able to implement his views, he still believes 
that the methodology is valid. The ability to predict 
environmental effects, even for substances for which 
no standards exist, would add to the rational planning 
process for industry and government. 

In recent years, Bill has been an instructor in the 
college's freshman introductory courses. As these 
courses have evolved (or devolved, depending on one's 
point of view), Bill has been an active source of ideas. 
Thus, we see that over the years, and in any given 
year, Bill's teaching has ranged from entering 
freshmen to senior graduate students, a testimony to 
his deep concern for education and the academic life. 
This past year he took his "Flying Circus of Chemical 
Engineering" to Malaysia for a quarter, teaching 
FORTRAN and introduction to engineering at Petal­
ing Jaya Community College, near Kuala Lumpur. He 
also made separate trips to the People's Republic of 
China, Singapore, Japan and Thailand. (You can im­
agine the sorts of hats he collected on these various 
trips!) 

Again, for many years, teaching the senior design 
course has also led Bill to be official guide and tour 
operator for the senior plant trip. Generally, the uni­
versity bus is rented for a few days and Bill takes the 
seniors on an intense visitation of a number of plants, 
including one operating plant of the type the students 
had to design that year. Sometimes the trip would 
include other components, as in 1985 when the entire 
senior class was taken to the national AIChE meeting 
in Chicago before launching into the plant trips prop­
er. This year, the small senior class didn't need the 
massive bus, so Bill took them all in a large van and 
served as the driver as well. Over the years, this plant 
trip has been a good experience for students and, al­
though other faculty members occasionally go along, 
Bill has had the major responsibility. He has become 
an expert at mediating incipient fistfights or modify­
ing occasional raucous behavior at motels. 

In their non-university life, Bill and Pat have re­
tained their interest in folk-dancing and, in addition, 
have become ski enthusiasts, traveling wherever the 
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REQUEST FOR FALL ISSUE PAPERS 

Each year CHEMICAL ENGINEERING EDUCATION publishes a 

special Fall issue dev.oted to graduate education. This issue consists 

1) of articles on graduate courses and research, written by profes­

sors at various universities, and 2) of announcements placed by 

ChE departments describing their graduate programs. Anyone in­

terested in contributing to the editorial content of the Fall 1987 
issue should write the editor, indicating the subject of the contribu­

tion and the tentative date it can be submitted. Deadline is June 

1st. 

snow is when they can. They have two adopted chil­
dren, David and Nancy, and this has led to Pat's pro­
fessional work in the psychology of adoption. Daniel, 
their younger son, is active in hockey, and that puts 
Bill at the rink as a spectator. 

Bill's present task, in addition to teaching and all 
his other activities, is to look at the undergraduate 
curriculum and lead the discussion of what changes, 
substitutions, directions, and emphases should be im­
plemented to keep us where we ought to be. His wide­
ranging interests and professional involvements made 
him well-suited for this important work. (We have al­
ready made the laboratory hard hats come in green 
and white, the university colors, partly to keep up 
with Bill's sartorial eccentricities.) D 
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ENGINEERING PROPERTIES OF FOODS 
M.A. Rao and S.S. H . Rizvi, Editors 
Marcel Dekker, Inc., New York, 1986. 398 pages, 
$69.95 

Reviewed by 
C. Judson King 
University of California, Berkeley 

There is a general lack of compiled data on physical 
properties of food materials, as relates to various food­
processing operations. Thus this book addresses an 
important need. The properties covered in chapters 
by different authors are rheological properties of fluid 
(M.A. Rao) and solid foods (V. N. M. Rao and G. E. 
Skinner), thermal (V. E. Sweat), mass-transfer (G. 
D. Saravacos), and electrical (R. E. Mudgett) proper­
ties, thermodynamic properties relating to dehydra­
tion (S. S. H. Rizvi), and properties relating to re­
verse osmosis and ultrafiltration (T. Matsuura and S. 
Sourirajan). The book represents a substantial effort 
on the part of the authors and is generally well edited. 

As is characteristic of the food engineering field, 
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