
By Marlyn Kemper

HISTORICAL
SOCIETYParticipants in historical societies throughout

Broward have worked toward recapturing our
county 's heritage to provide an enduring legacy to us
all and a lasting tribute to our county's pioneers . A
panorama of the societies' varied program of activi­
ties and projects is highlighted in the following
capsules .

BLACK HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF BROWARD
COUNTY (Mary Smith, President)

The Black Historical Society of Broward County
hopes to rennovate and convert the Clarence Walker
Elementary School at 1001 Northwest Fourth Street
in Fort Lauderdale into a museum and cultural
center. Walker Elementary School, once known as
Dillard High. was the first school building for blacks
in Fort Lauderdale and was named in honor of
principal Clarence Walker, a prominent b lack
educator.

Officers for the coming year ar e Mary Smith,
President ; Leonard Gainey. Vice President ; Delores
Salette , Secretary; and Jack McKenzie. Treasurer. Brc .....ard County Histoncal Commis ..ion

BROWARD COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY, INC. (Wilma Williams, President)

A number of members from the Broward County
Archa eological Society , Inc.• attended the thirtieth
annual meeti ng of the Florida Anthropological
Society held in Fort Walton Beach. Florida . on April
I and April 2. 1978. Wilman Williams gave a paper
on " Bishops Hamm ock, An Ancient Everglades
Site." Gyps y Graves mad e the slides used in the
talk.

During the Society's meeting in April, Ellen
Jacob s. Vice President of the Institute of Mayan
Studi es at the Miami Museum of Science , and
Professor of Fine Arts at Florida International
Univers ity . spo ke on Mayan art.

Wilma Williams continues to pre sen t slide
documentaries to groups throughout the county. She
recently met with the gift ed children at Seminole
Middl e School and Maureen Dinnen 's adult class in
Florida history at Broward Community College .

Members of the Archaeological Society ar e
current ly excavating a site in western Broward
Coun ty. The group meets the seco nd Frid ay of eac h
month at 8 oclock P.M. in the Seahor se Room at
Broward Community College .

Officers of the Broward County Archaeological
Society . Inc. include Wilma Williams. President ;
Sandra Schaps, Secret ary; and Norcott Henriquez.
Trea surer. Gypsy Graves , Nelson Audy, Rick Fried­
man. and Mike Mitchell are also on the board .

NEWS
UPDATE

Marlyn Kem per has authored a num ber of
historical publications includin g the revised edition of
Standard History of the Medical Profession of Phila­
de lphia. Sh e currently serves CIS Public lnformation
Officer fo r th e Browurd County Historical Commission
and writes " County History " CIS CI weekly feature of
th e Fort Lauderdale Ne ws and Sun-Sentinel.
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BROWARD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
(F. K. Walke r, Chairman)

County Historian Dr. Cooper Kirk continues to
collect documents pertaining to Broward County
histor y and heritage for th e Histori cal Commission 's
libr ar y. Dr. Kirk has just returned from an
information- gathering trip to Nashville. Tennessee,
and the University of Florida at Gain es ville. Dr. Kirk
is cu rrently writing a biography on Major Willia m
Lauderdale .

Th e Historical Commi ssion is pl eased to
ann ounce the appointment of Patsy West as County
Curator .

To improve th e quality of se rvices provided by
th e Broward County Historical Commission . the staff

-has pa rt icipated in a seri es of workshops and
.se min a rs . Re cently . Dir ector Eli zab e th Bolge
att ended the annual seminar on historical adminis­
tration in William sburg. Virg inia co-spons ored by the
Na ti on al Tru s t for Hist ori c Preserv ation . th e
American Association for State and Local History.
and Colonial Williamsburg . Assi stant Director, Ralph
Megna att ended a comm unity preservat ion workshop
in Portland . Main e. sponsored by the National Trust
for Hist oric Preserv ation.

In observa nce of National Historic Preservation
Week. the Commiss ion held a confere nce on com­
munity preservation and building reuse in the Las
alas Room at the Riverside Hotel. 620 East Las alas

Boulevard. on Saturday. May 13. 1978. The program
presented by staff members Elizabeth Bolge and
Ralph Megna included a review of past preservation
efforts for archaeological . historical. and architectural
resources in Broward Coun ty; a summary of curren t
proj ects; and a county overview of the needs and
goals of community preservation .

A ceremony commemorating the placement of
the North New River Canal Lock Numb er One on th e
National Register oj Historic Places hosted by th e
Broward County Hist orical Commission was held on
Frid ay. July 7. 1978 at 6521 West State Road 84.
Featured spe akers included U.S. Representative Paul
G. Rogers; Circuit Judge L. Clayton Nance ; County
Historian Dr. Cooper Kirk ; F. K. Wa lker. Chairman
of the Broward Count y Historical Comm ission ; Hull y
Stirling. Chairman of the Broward Memorial Boat
Locks Advisor y Coun cil of th e Historical Commis­
sion; civic leader Dr. Cha rles R. For man ; S. Paul
" J im" Deleo. Mayor of Davie; Virginia Young. Vice
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale; Frank Veltri. Mayor of
Plantation ; and Robert Gawn e of the South Florid a
Wat er Managem ent District. Now that the North
New River Canal Lock Numb er One has been
entere d in the National Register. plans have been
laun ched to .crea te a historical . recreat iona l. and
educational park compl ex in which th e North New
River Canal Lock Numb er One is the core attraction .

The ceremony honoring the placement of North New River
Canal Lock No. I on the National Regi st er ofHistoric Places was
attended by a large number of local officials . Among the

CORAL SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Brenda Ma rinace, President)

Members continue to help the Broward County
Parks and Recrea tion Department refu rbish the
home of William and Margu eritt e McLean located in
the 91-a cre Tradewinds Park. Recently. th e Society
dona ted fort y plant s for the sunporch.

A list of historic sites and structures thro ughout
the community has been compiled by society mem­
bers for use by municipal ofticials.

Th e Historical Society has joined the Cora l
Springs Cultural Society which is the umbrella
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featured speakers were Congre ssman Paul G. Rogers and
Circuit Judge L. Clayton Nance .

org ani zat ion for all civic groups in Coral Springs .
Th e Coral Spri ngs Hist orical Society is now

collec ting artifacts and bibli ograph ic mat erials from
Coral Springs ' original civic organizations for display
in th e old police station which also housed the first
city ha ll. This build ing . which will now be used as a
mus eum faci lity. was moved by the Coral Springs
Landm ark Rest oration Comm ittee to Mullin s Park .

Officers of the Cora l Springs Historical Society ,
arc Brenda Marin ace , Presid ent ; Mort Stern. First
Vice President; Carol McKee , Second Vice Presid en t ;
Ari le e Poll a rd . Secretary; and Wilfred Neal e.
Tre asurer.



DANIA JJJSTORICAL SOCIETY (Lillian lHclHil/an,
Presidents

The Dania Historical Societ y held its annual
meetin g on May 22. 1978 at th e Dania Elementary
School cafetorium. During the meetin g , Clark e
Wald en. Verlon Burrell . Luther Sparkman. Fost er
Cather. Frank Adler. Eugene McComb s , Sparkman
Holding . Ge ne Burg ess . Lillian McMillan. Eloise
McDuffi e. Topsy Sims. Ouida Mozo Kirst , and J ean
Cook were elected directors for the coming year.
Certi ficates of Appreciati on were awarded to Jeanett e
Eby. Clark e Wald en, Dixon Thoma s . and Foster

DA VIE JJJSTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. (J. Kenneth
King, President)

The Davie Historical Society. Inc. hopes to
acquire a museum facility. An ora l history cont inues to
be collected. The historical socie ty's mural which

DEERFIELD BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Rosamund Howe , President)

The Deerfield Beach Historical Societ y has docu­
ment ed historical sites in Deerfi eld Beach and outlined
a "Landmark Tour" of the community in a pamphlet
published during the bicent ennial year. The pamphlet
was printed courtesy of Southeast Bank of Deerfield
Beach .

The Deerfield Beach Historical Societ y conducts
guided tours of Pioneer House in Pioneer Park on th e
first Sunday of every month from 2 P.M . to 4 P.M.

Meet ings of th e Historical Society are held four
times a year in "the old schoolhouse" at 256
North east Second Street in Deerfield Beach . At the
fifth annual Pioneer Days exposit ion held on Saturday,
Octob er I, 1977 and Sunday, October 2, 1977. th e
Deerfield Beach Historical Society was the recipient of
the Judge L. Clayton Nance Award "for outstanding
performance in restoration and preservation of the Old
Deerfield Elementary School." Joanna Dietrich Wan­
zenberg and Mary Mowry were in charge of the
project. The refurbished structure contains an
authentic classroom complete with inkwells . black­
board, desks, pictures of World War I heroes.
upright piano. memorabilia from the 1920s. and a civic
meeting hall with historic exhibits . The schoolhouse.
which was built in the 1920s, was also used as a City
Hall. A profile of " the old schoo lhouse" by Joanna
Dietrich Wanzenberg appears in the April 1977 issue
of BROWARD LEGACY.

Upcoming programs slated for society members
include a slide documentary on "Glass Ware" to be
presented by Mrs . Warren Tingley of Deerfield Beach
on November 30. 1978; a discussion on " Gourmet Tin
and Kitchen Tools" to be presented by Mrs . Kenneth
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Cat her. Sr. Honorary member ship in the Society was
present ed to Dani a pioneer I. T. Parker .

Dania Historical Society members continue to
participate in the campaign to save and restore Dania
Elem entary School on 301 South Feder al Highway.
The school. also known as Dania High and South
Broward High . was originally built sixty- five years ago
and rebuilt after the September. 1926 hurricane. In
1971. ground was brok en for a new Dania Elementary
School and that yea r marked the closing of the
building . To gener at e local interest in the project ,
Societ y members help ed out at the Save Our School
booth at Dania Days .

docum ent s Davie 's de velopment was created by
professional art ist Betty Harvey and society members
Anna E. Hammer . Barbara McCall . Delores Bobbin,
and Ruthi e Ostrander for exhibit at PIONEER DAYS
/977. It will be dona ted to the Davie Elementar y
School.

Howe of Deerfi eld Beach on January 25, 1979; a
progr am on th e " Sem inole Indians" to be presented
by Pat Cunningha m on February 22. 1979; and a talk
on " Antiq ue Spoons" to be present ed by Esther
Yardl ey on March 29. 1979.

Of
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