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The Amphitrite, unique hostelry serving Lauderdale beaches during 1930's.

THE AMPHITRITE

lames Moses

In the 1930 's, one of the most unique hostelries
in th e world serv ed Fort Lauderdale's beach. Its name
was Amphitrite. It was unique because it first was a
naval coasta l monitor. that is, a veteran warship with
combat experience.

Amphitrite.th e warship.was the second of that name.
The first. originally nam ed T on awandhut, wa s com­
pleted too lat e for th e Civil War but serv ed at the U.S .
Naval Acad emy from 1866 until 1874 when it was
scrapped by Harlan and Hollingsworth of Wilmington.
Delaware. and Hollingsworth laid th e keel of the second
Am phitrite.

Unlike th e first vessel whIch was wooden-hulled.
th e new ship had a hull of Swedish iron. The plans st ip­
ulated a length of 259 feet 3 inch es, a beam of 55 feet
4 inch es, and a draft of 14 feet 6 inches. Two screws,
powered by an estimated 1600 horsepower and fueled
by 277 tons of coal. propelled her 3.990 tons.

Co mmissioned on April 23 , 1895. Amphitrite
served with th e No rth Atlantic Sq ua d ron. She was ba sed
at Port Royal and Charlestown, South Carolina. from
November , I897 to J anuary I . 1898. After the start of
th e Spanish-American War in April ,18 98. Amphitrite
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assisted in the bombardment of San Juan. Puerto Rico,
even though she was towed most of th e wav because of
her limited coal capacity. The action of th e swells and
th e vessel's shallow draft made her gunnery " very bad"
ac cording to official reports. but poor gunne ry did littl e
to hinder th e disembarkation of troop s assign ed to occu­
py Sa n Juan lighthouse. The Amphitrite lost on e gunner.
dead from heat prostration.

Lat er accounts claim that th e Amphitrite partici­
pated in th e Chinese Boxer Rebellion but th e sh ip's
design . the distance to China. and the limited fuel ca­
pacity make thi s very doubtful. It is more probable
that she served with relative tranquility on coa stal duties
until World War I.

The Great War found the vessel in charge of the
torpedo net s in New York Harbor. As part of America 's
demobilization. th e Amphitrite subseq uently was decom­
mission ed in Ju1Y,1919.

Amphitrite, th e warship, was purchased by A.L.D.
Bucksten on January 3. 191 9, for $35. 500. H e trans­
formed the coas ta l monitor into a nautical hotel. whi ch
was first docked in Beaufort. South Carolina,and lat er
moved to Saint Sim on 's Sea Island. Georgia. Here.
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On the deck of the Amphitrite

ownership passed to the Amphitrite Corporation with
Henry G. Bulkley. president.

The "Fort Lauderdale News" of January 3.1931.
announced the arrival of Amphitrite to the Fort Lau ­
derdale area. The Amphitrite first stopped at Port Ever­
glades and later docked between the old casino and the
Coast Guard Station (near the present day Swimming
Hall of Famel . John Needham. manager of the Broward
Hotel. operated his floating hotel. Due to his efforts
and the practical novelty of the ship itself, the vessel's
guest book indicates that the Amphitrite became quite
popular with local residents as well as with tourists.

Depression Era brochures from the hotel boast
"unique privacy" away from the " land vibration" of
passing autos while offering "every luxury found in a
modern country club." only "one block from ocean
bathing and a swimming pool. " Boats called at the hotel
for fishing parties and moonlight trips upon the ocean.

The management stressed that the accommodations
were bedrooms, not staterooms. There were seventy-five
rooms as well as a lobby and a bi-level dining room.
If mealtime should slip away. a smaller. casual dining
room offered repast. While the climate made a huge
sundeck mandatory. steam heat also was provided
should its need arise.

"In keeping with the times." said an Amphitrite
advertising card, "rates reduced 25 %. The American
Plan ranged from $4.50 to a high of $6.00 per diem or

from $25.00 to $35.00 per week. The European Plan
ranged from $2.50 to $3.50 per diem."

Rates Reduced 25% in Keeping With the Times

A.tEHlCAS" PLA:-;
4.30 to 0.00 PCT Do!.!.
2G.OO to :l5.00 Per \\Y~...-k ,

EUROPEz\~ • PLA..'J

2 .50 to 83.:>0 Per Do!J.

IJreokhlHt_H lu Corte.
Luncheon 1~c Dinner S1.00

SfK~ciul Rotee for (jm·.tM at Golt Course.

Boom call at Hote! for Fi"hing Portielll ond • loonlight
trips on Otten.
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Guests dined well. A menu from March, I 931,offers
filet mignon, oysters, or fricassee of chicken, appetizer,
vegetable, soup, fish. salad. beverage. and dessert - for
$1.25. A month lat er. a simila r menu of lamb. or tender­
loin with mushroom s. and fresh strawberries and cream
cost only $1.00.

The Hurricane of 1935 blew Amphitrite across the
Intracoastal Waterway and beached her in the little
cove at Idlewyld (at S.E. 26th Avenue and Las Olas
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Boulevard). But th e floating hotel continued to be
ca ught in a storm long after the winds subsided.

T he controversy began when th e Idlewyld-Riviera
Corpora tion. representing th e residents adjace nt to the
cove. pet itioned th at the Amphitrite be moved. The
Corpo ra tion received reinforcements in November 193 5
when the Sta te Board of Health recommended that the
sh ip not remain at her present position because of th e
absence of freely circulat ing tidal waters , usually de­
pend ed upon to remove the ship's waste. On the strength
of this judgment,Amphitrite was declared a public nui­
sance and ordered to be removed within thirty days.
An appeal by the ship's owner resulted in a stay of execu­
tion until May I, 1936. Another extension was granted
until June 1. A meeting of the City Commission on May
12 and a resolution on May 26 gave Amphitrite per­
mission to operate until May I , 1937. April 27, 1937,
saw another extension to June I for a consideration of
$1.000. Additional one year extensions were granted
in May, 1938, April,1939, and again on June I, 1940.

Meanwhile, in 1938,Henry Bulkley, Amphitrite's
owner, leased the vessel to a Maine hotel owner named
Burns, who restaffed both hotel and restaurant with
employees from his Northern establishments.

In February, 1940, City Attorney J.E. Ross called
the City Commission's attention to an agreement with
the State Road Department which granted Fort Lauder­
dale a limited easement for a municipal park on the
propert y adjacent to the Amphitrite. Ross feared a
violation on the grounds that the city continued to grant
permission for use by a commercial enterprise. To
Amphritr ite 's def ense came a citizen 's petition in April,
1940, asking for another year's reprieve and maintain­
ing that the property was properly managed. The peti­
tion also pointed out th e ship's lure for Northern inves­
tors. What loomed more important, however, was that
the hotel brought winter tourism (Cue's Guide of 1940
referred to the restaurant-hotel as an attraction of some
renown) . In short, the old Amphitrite directly contrib-

uted to the support of local bu siness. T he sh ip stayed.
But tim e grew short for th e Am ph itrite. A meeting

on July 13, 1942 , granted an extens ion only until J uly 2 1
due to the entrance of the United States into World War
II. A final extension set th e date of August 21, but before
the tim e had expired ,the Amphitrite left Fort Lauder­
dal e.

On a July night in 1942,Amphitrite was moved int o
th e Atlan tic and towed into the Potomac Riv er via th e
Intracoastal Waterway, for War use. When this in­
tention did not materialize, the ship proceed ed to an­
chorage at Elizabeth City, North Carolina, for th e
duration of the war.

After the War, Bethlehem Steel purchased Am­
phitrite to use as a floating residence for workers who
were building the nearly eight mile Ch esapeake Ba y
Bridge.

In May, 1951,James Hughes, Incorporated,of New
Brunswick , New Jersey, representing Patapsco Scrap
Corporation of Baltimore, Maryland, bought the aging
vessel. The original bill of sa le states that th e ship would
be sold " as is and safely afloat off Sandy Point,
Maryland," for $70,198.08 . (The odd amount of
$198.08 reimbursed half of the watchman's service
while th e ship was off Sandy Point .l The circuitious
route for sa le is explained in that Bethlehem Steel was
parent company of Hughes.Inc. , and Patapsco.

Title to Amphitrite officially passed to Patapsco on
May 10, 1951. The converted warship and retired
restaurant-hotel arrived off Sandy Point on June 12,
1951. Within a short tim e,Juragua of Penn sylvania,
another division of Bethlehem Steel, scrapped Am­
phitrite.

It may be of some comfort to those of sent ime nt to
know that Patapsco fell to corporate salvagers in the
early 1960's and that Juragua became known as the
Fabricated Steel Construction Division of Bethlehem
Steel before it, too, was gone.

Mr. M oses has a B.A. from the University of South
Florida and a M.A.T. from Florida Atlantic Univers ity.
He is presently a State employee and serves on the
Advisory Council of the Broward Legacy Journal. Chi­
cago born, he has been a resident of Broward County
for 25 years.
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