











I am still substituting in our
county schools. When | first retired,
the State Board of Eduction would
not permit a Florida retired teacher

» to substitute. | wonder why? |
have been asked if the children now
are any worse than in the *‘old
days.” | was in a biology class the
other day and someone had opened
the doors of the little cages so that
the white mice could get fresh
air and exercise running about the
classroom. | remember when the
fresh air of Fort Lauderdale High
School was not so fresh because of
the over-ripe sailfish that had been
crammed into the overhead ventila-
tor. Teachers and pupils were sent
outdoors while a search was made.

| also remember when a boy
was dared to jump out of a second
story window. And, he took the
dare! And | remember arniother boy
who, also on a dare, drank nearly
a full bottle of Tabasco sauce.
Was he sick! My most embarrassing
moment was when | discovered that
my shoes were being passed about
the classroom. | had kicked them
off as | sat at the desk; my feet
hurt!

We read of teachers going on
strike. But, | remember when the
pupils at Fort Lauderdale High
School went on strike. Back in
1921, for some reason, the school
authorities decided that we should
have school on Friday following

Smith Apartments

r‘ (Historical Commission, Nance Family Collection.)

Thanksgiving. This day had tradi-
tionally been a part of the Thanks-
giving holiday. At about 9:30
that morning, a large group of
pupils decided that they would
protest by walking out. And, they
did. Some got cold feet and returned
after an hour or so, but the rest
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stayed out all day. Punishment
followed. There were five days of
suspension and the loss of twenty-
five points on each grade. Poor
seniors! Some almost didn't gra-
duate. That stunt was not tried
again but, as | remember, we had
a holiday the next year. | am told
this was the start of ‘“skip day,”
the day when all seniors are allowed
to “skip’’ school.

Natural hazards in and around
the school grounds are not the only
things children have to face. | re-
member when a canal was dug
along the northern edge of the
school campus. Narrow streets were
on each side. This was supposed to
furnish drainage for the excess
water that we had experienced.
But, it was a dead end that became
a smelly eyesore. Eventually, drain-
age pipes were installed and the
canal was filled. The blasting and
pounding were so loud and contin-
uous it was almost impossible to
teach. Pupils and teachers recently
have gone through almost the same
experience in the building of the

New River Tunnel. Not all the
blasting was outside the school
building, however. One of the

boys was playing with his toy
pistol in study hall and accidentally
shot himself through the hand.

So many of our old downtown
landmarks, such as the first two
schools, the Gilbert Hotel and the
Florida East Coast Railway Station,
have disappeared. The Smith house
on New River, home for so many of
our teachers through the vyears,
also has been demolished. The Tom
Watson Hotel at the eastern end of
Las Olas Boulevard has given way
to a more modern structure.
Recently, the W.B. Snyder cottage
on Las Olas Boulevard, south of the
school property, has been removed.
| remember it particularly well
because it was my home for the
first three years when | was in Fort
LLauderdale. School trustee Mr. C.A.
Carrier and his wife felt sorry for us
because we were having such a hard
time finding a place to stay. They
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took six of us in to board during
that first year.

THE 1926 HURRICANE

Speaking of landmarks being
demolished, the 1926 Hurricane did
its best to destroy Fort Lauder-
dale High School. The east and west
wings of the school plant had just
been completed the previous sum-
mer. The rail embargo made it
difficult to secure building materials
except by boat, so the second
story of the east wing was built of
the plain tile instead of the inter-
locking tile that was used in the
remainder of the two structures.
The hurricane wiped off the entire
second floor of the east wing,
lockers and all. The auditorium was
so weakened that it had to be
bolstered with those wide steel
beams that make it difficult to see
the stage. Water filled the auditor-
ium to ground level and com-
pletely ruined the seats, which had
to be replaced.On at least one other
occasion those poor auditorium
seats were ruined by high water.

Few people who were living here
on September 18, 1926, were
spared personal loss from the
hurricane. We had had a close call
in July. That hurricane did us no
damage, but Palm Beach caught
the brunt of it; and, October’s
hurricane had centered south of
Miami. On the evening of the 17th
of September, the ‘“‘Fort Lauder-
dale News’ warned that a storm
would strike near here during the
night. That meant so litile to us. We
hadn’t been through one.

The wind rose. How it rained.
Our bed was only eighteen inches
away from the window which |
had left cracked open a half inch.
Water drops were carried straight
across that space to hit me in the
face. Elias was up and holding the
door shut. The screen latch would
not hook if the door were shut.
Finally, he tired of holding the
door so he opened the latch on the

screen. The wind immediately to
off the screen and carried it away

We saw the bushes getti
whipped about. A small avoca
that | had grown was bent to t
ground, first one way and thi
the other, as the wind chang
directions. Finally, as the watg
began rising and entering the roo
whose floor was only three inch
above ground, we decided that
would be wise to seek refuge el
where, A single story wooden garag
was swept away between our hou
and an adjacent two story concrefj
building. We waded across thj
space and climbed the exposd
stairway to the second floor apat
ment. Elias’ father was out of tovj.
at a Baltimore hospital and he w
worried about his mother and hi
campanion. We would make tri
between our two places to see hol
they were faring. On one such tri
Elias narrowly missed being hit b,
the roof of our cottage as the win
ripped it off and deposited #
against the back buildings. Foy,
tunately, that roof didn't g
However, although the screens i
the two front rooms were out, tf
large glass doors held and Mr. am?
Mrs. Montgomery, who were alor*
that night in the upper apat
ment, were protected. During th'
height of the storm we saw the larg
sheets of metal roofing tear off th
two cottages to the south of our
and fly through the air. The win‘
and tide brought the salt water y
quite a few feet, up to the window

sills in our ground floor apar
ment, before the receding tid
lowered it. The days following th
hurricane were unusually bright an}
clear; it gave us the time to clea
up the mess, dry out some posse,
sions and rebuild the damage

structures. ?

The year of the hurricane was
so the year when “individual i
struction’" was introduced into 03'
school system. Estelle Montgome
and | had spent weeks during th(
summer making our plans an*
tests for the math department. s
pupils were supposed to advances
their own speed and take tesLL
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individually as they finished a unit
of work. If they failed the test,
they were to re-study and test
again. So, duplicate tests were need-
ed. The hurricane destroyed all our
work; we had to do it asecond time.
This method of instruction did not
last long in our schools.

TEACHERS’ CREDIT UNION

| have never quite figured out
how | deserved the honor of being
asked to join Delta Kappa Gamma,
which | accepted. It may have
been because in 1946 and 1947
I had been the first president of the
Broward County Classroom Teach-
ers’ Association or because of the
work that | did with the teachers’
credit union.

During the year when | served as
president of the Classroom Teach-
ers’ Association, we invited a group
of Dade County teachers to have
dinner with us at the Pioneer House
and discuss credit union work. We
liked the idea and, later, after
securing a state charter, organized
our Broward County Teachers’
Credit Union with about thirty
members and $300 in assets. Our
first loan was made to Jean Lloyd
Berry, a Delta Kappa Gamma, who
received a master’'s degree from
Columbia University. Jean is now
dean of girls at Olsen Junior High
School.

Time passed. The state bank
examiner eventually came to inspect
our books. He called for a group
meeting and said he could make
no examination because they had
not been set up properly nor kept
up-to-date, although the money was
all accounted for. Some of the
teachers urged me to act as treasurer
of the credit union. | said that if
Irene Mims, our bookkeeping in-
structor, would help me, then |
would. The credit union became
my hobby. | wanted to build it up
to be self-supporting. | took over
the job in the spring of 1947 and,
by 1956, it was large enough to
stand alone, and | retired a second
time.

| rode this hobby of mine hard
by building up the membership,
securing more money in shares,
making loans, sitting under trees to
discuss loans, and visiting schools
after pay day to make collections.
Much of the material was done
on a borrowed ditto and was dec-
orated by the art work of Bessie
Y. Cook, a Delta Kappa Gamma,
who taught at Northside School
for many years and now is retired.
At first | kept the books in my
school locker; but, when | retired
from teaching in 1948, | later kept
them under my bed. When the
credit union had outgrown this
method of operation we secured
the use of the passageway of the
Adult Education Department. We
also outgrew this area and moved
into a small janitorial room in the
North Hall building. Because it had
an outside door on the west side,
we were able to have our own street
address.

Over the years Mr. Henry Clay-
well of the Hillsborough County
Teachers’ Credit Union has been a
helpful advisor. Membership was
wisely opened to the colored em-
ployees of the school board. As
the credit union grew, staff workers
were added. | am proud to say
that, under the combined leader-
ship of treasurer Muriel Lynch and
assistant treasurer Don Wills, the
1962 report showed $2,513,901.05
and a membership of 3,701. This
compares with my earlier report of
January 1956: $431,936.05 and
1,256 members. | am especially
glad to have worked with the

credit union because, through it, |
have set up my social security, a
welcome addition to my meager
teacher’s pension.

FORMER STUDENTS

| take great pleasure in recalling
the successes of my former pupils

and hope that, in some way, |
have influenced them. | grieve at
the early deaths of some. Cyril
Mitchell, a ham radio operator who

had reached my brother Victor in
Tampa, was lost at sea in the First
World War. Sandy Nininger, a West
Pointer, class of 1941, was awarded
the first Medal of Honor in World
War Il. James Hill, class of 1919,
broke his neck when he dove into
a shallow canal. Another committed
suicide by jumping from the Sweet
Building.

On the brighter side, naturalist
and author Dr. Marston Bates,
listed in ““Who’s Who,"” first showed
his interest in the insect world by
making a wonderful collection of
butterflies while he was in high
school. Dr. Bates did research in
South America for the Rockefelier
Foundation for fifteen years. Ger-
trude Boyd teaches at the Univer-
sity of Arizona. Colonel Truman
Setliffe, a 1941 graduate of Louisi-
anna State University, has been
District Engineer, United States
Army Corps of Engineers, Phila-
delphia District, since July 1959.
Army Engineers, by the way, are
restoring the New Jersey shore-
line damaged by the severe storm
last spring. The Delaware Valley
Council and the Army Engineers
plan to develop the water and land
resources of Delaware River Basin.

Ruth T. Dichtenmueller and
Ernestine Freiday, lvy Berryhill,
Ann M. Evans, all Delta Kappa

Gammas, Geneva Rickard, Charles

Packard and Harold Hayes all
teach at Fort Lauderdale High
School. Others include: Frank
Clinton, principal at New River

Junior High School; Paul Rogers,
congressman; Boyd Anderson, Sr.,
for many years our county judge;
Virginia S. Young, school board
member; and Bill Hollard, post-
master. Many others have made
their names in athletics: Katherine
Rawls in swimming and Buddy
Behrens in tennis. | could go on and
on in telling of the successes of
former students but, in conclusion,
let me say that teaching Fort
Lauderdale High School students
has been a most rewarding achieve-
ment.
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Pioneer “Farming in“Dania:

cAn Oral “History~ “Interview”

Minnie and Isidore Mizell

CK = Cooper Kirk MM =
IM

Dania pioneers Minnie and Isidore
Mizell were interviewed by county
historian Cooper Kirk in the sum-
mer of 1981 at their home in Fort
Lauderdale. Mr. and Mrs. Mizell
were born in Hamilton County,
Florida, in 1882 and 1894, respec-
tively. In 1910 they and their two

sons, Von and Ivory, moved to
Dania when it was known as
Modello.

Twelve more children were born
to this couple after they had settled
in southern Broward which, at that
time, was in the northern section
of Dade County. The names of their
other children are: Murray, Ethel
Papy, Ervean Hampton, Bernice
Peck, Taft, Earl, Zeal, Gwendolyn
Mosby, Lorenza, Guilda Bryant,
who was named by Mr. John
Bryan after his wife, Jacquelyn
Andrews, and Isidore, Jr. The
three oldest sons are deceased.

CK: ... that's fine. Now we've got
that background. Mr. Mizell, what
kind of work did you do when you
came to Dania in 19107

IM: | worked on the farm and
raised tomatoes, and beans, . . .

MM: You're forgetting . . .

EH: What about the Pine Island
grove where you worked for John
Bryan first?

IM: We worked and stayed out
there on the grove seven years.
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Minnie Mizell
Isidore Mizell EH = Ervean Hampton

And, then, we came from Mr.
Bryan’s grove to Dania and we
lived there in Dania from then until
1963 when we moved to Fort
Lauderdale. And we've been here
ever since.

CK: How many years have you
been retired from work? You're
ninety-nine now.

IM: Well, | retired . . .

EH: He retired when Ivory took
over the property and the business
and such. He really retired when he
had an accident about five years
ago.

CK: So, you worked up till you
were past ninety years of age? And
what kind of work were you doing
back then?

IM: | farmed and worked with
carpenters. There was a bunch of
carpenters working there, and |
worked along with all of them
until the time would come to farm
and we'd go back to the farm.

CK: Whereabouts in Dania did you
farm?

IM: We were staying there in Dania
and we worked on the farm until
the boll weevil came and shut the
farming down in Dania. We couldn't
raise any tomatoes; the blooms
would drop off. So that's when |
got to working with the carpenters,
building houses and shacks here in
Dania for about thirty years. And,
then, in 1963 we came to Fort

LZ
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conducted by Cooper Kirk, Ph.D.

transcribed and edited by Carolyn G. Kayne
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Lauderdale, and we’ve been herein
Fort Lauderdale ever since. But I
haven't been able to do anything,
since. My working days are gone

CK: Well you worked long enough
What do you remember about M
John Bryan?

IM: He was the finest man | eve
worked with in my life. He was g
nice man. | couldn't expect any
body to treat us as nice as he did
We stayed right there [c. 1917] unti,
he decided to go to the range up
there in Kissimmee. He left us in®
charge of every thing, the house he
lived in, and all. They didn’t mow
anything. They just left their stuff)
there in our charge. And they'
come back sometimes and spend:
day or two, or a week, there and:
then they’d go back again to the
range. But, Mr. John Bryan was:
fine man. He was a good man. Ani,
he treated us just as nice as he
could. We don’t want anybody to
treat us any better than Mr. Brya,
did.

CK: Did he work hard, himself

IM: Mr. Bryan was a range man, he'
raised cattle. He brought a bunch
of cattle down here but the cattle

couldn’t stay down here becaus’
i

)
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these glades got under water;
there weren't any canals down here.
There was nothing to take the water
away. And when the big rains
came, all those rains we had, the
cattle would get under water, and
he had to carry the cattle back.
He did come back, but they couldn’t
live here at that time. There weren't
any canals here. And there wasn’t
any way to get the water away
from here; you couldn’t pump the
water off because there was no-
where to pump it.

CK: You say he took the cattle
off, what did he do with them,
take them up to Kissimmee?

IM: Now, | don't know what he
did with them, but he loaded them
in box cars and carried them back
to Kissimmee; and | imagine he
put them out on the range; but, |
didn't go up there. He didn't ever
carry me to Kissimmee, where the
cattle range was, with him. But
when he'd come back here, some-
times he’'d stay a week at a time.

CK: Well, did you work with him
out here, with the cattle, or did you
stay just on the grove?

IM: | just stayed on the grove.
What time | worked for Mr. Bryan,
| was on his grove.

CK: Was he here when you came?

IM: Yes, sir. They were living out
on the grove at that time and they
moved and went to Kissimmee on a
ranch where they were raising
cattle and left me and my wife
out there on the grove and we
took care of the grove and they
were raising cattle up there at
Kissimmee.

CK: What made you come to Dania,
to Modello, from Hamilton County?

IM: | had some friends who told
me that you could raise a thousand
dollars worth of tomatoes on one
acre of land. And they said this was
the best tomato land. They'd plant
them in seven foot rows and they’d
fill them rows up with tomatoes,
just as pretty as you want to see.
And you just set your bucket
down and filled it up. They were

the prettiest tomatoes | had ever
seen in my life. And Livingston
Blue was the name of the tomato
seed that we were using at that
time. And, from then on, Mr.
[John B.] Gregory got to raising
seed right there in Dania. And he'd
have a bunch of tomato seed, and
they called them Gregory seed.

CK: Did you know J.M. Holding?
MM: Yes.

IM: Sure. Yes, sir, he was one of
the old citizens there in Dania.
When | came there, there weren't
but seven old citizens there: Mr.
Roper, Mr. Holding, Mr. Frost,
and Mr. Tubbs, and . . .

CK: You mean there were only
seven families there when you caine?

IM: Seven famiiies, and it was
Modello then; it wasn’t Dania, it
was Modello.

CK: What do you remember about
Mr. [A.C.] Frost, the old man . ..

IM: Mr. Frost, the father, was
running the store, and he had Mr.
Martin Frost and Mr. Greq Frost
clerking in it. And Mr. Willis had
a store on the other side of the
street. There were only two stores
in Dania when | came here, and Mr.
Frost was running une of them.

CK: Now, what kind of man was
Mr. Frost, the old man? How was
he to get along with?

IM: | didn't deal too much with
the old man, but Mr. Martin C.
Frost was a nice man to get along
with. We rented a lot of land from
Mr. Martin Frost, to farm on, and
so | think the best acquaintances |
had in Dania were Mr. Frost, Mr.
Edge, and Mr. John Gregory.
They were the best men whom |
knew to help me out. They treated
me very nice. They'd let me have
land anywhere they had it to lend.

CK: How much would you pay in
rent for an acre of land?

IM: Sometimes they'd charge us
ten dollars, but they never did
charge too much for the rent.
Seven, and eight, and ten dollars
per acre.

CK: Per year?

IM: Yes. The highest | know of
was fifty dollars for five acres.
That’s the highest rent | ever paid.

CK: Who'd you pay that to?
IM: Mr. Martin Frost.

CK: Was it good land for raising
tomatoes?

IM: The east side [east side of pre-
sent Federal Highway] over there
would make the best tomaotes that
you'd want to raise.

CK: Do you remember when, in
1918, the canals were dug to
drain the land? Or, do you remem-
ber any ditches over there?

IM: The first canal cut through
there was in 1917 when they cut
that little Dania Cut-off Canal.
That's two years after we sent
seven men to Tallahassee to get
Broward County. They got up

there and got them to divide some
land off Dade County and some off
Palm Beach County, and made
Broward in 1915.

CK: You remember who those
seven men were?

IM: | know some of them. Mr.
[S.M.] Alsobrook was one from
Dania. Mr. Martin Frost was an-
other.

CK: How about Tom Bryan?

IM: Well, Tom Bryan wasn't a
Dania man, so far as | knew . ..

CK: He was from Fort Lauderdale.
IM: Yes, sir, that’s right.
CK: Do you mean that there were

seven who went from Dania, or
seven that went up there altogether?
IM: Well, sir, they had to be in
Dania for me to be acquainted with
them because we didn't get around
too much. Nobody had any automo-
biles at that time. And then, Mr.
Bryan had an automobile, one of
about three. And Mr. Mulligan had
one.

CK: That's when the county was
formed?

IM: Yes, | don’t think anybody
else owned an automobile. There
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were about three automobiles there
in Dania.

CK: What do you know about Mr.
Holding [first Broward County

Superintendent of Public Schools]?
IM: Well he had a grove not too

far from Mr. Bryan’s grove. And he
came out there sometimes with
some tangerines. Mr. Bryan didn’t
have any. And he'd give me a box
full. And | thought that was mighty
nice of him. | never did get too well
acquainted with him, never did work
for him, never had many dealings
with him. Mr. Frost and Mr. Edge
and Mr. John Gregory and Mr.

Tubbs . . . there was a man who |
was well acquainted with.

CK: Mr. Harry Tubbs was the
mayor of Dania in 1925. Now,
do you remember when there was
a lot of building in Dania in 1925,
19267

IM: Yes, sir, | remember those
houses they built and . . .

CK: Do you remember the Dania
Beach Hotel? The president of the
company that built it was A.J.
Ryan from Chicago. And several of
the people were from Chicago. Do
you remember A.J. Ryan?

LEFT: Left to right, Von, lvory,
Minnie and baby Murray, and
Isidore Mizell. (C. 1914))

BOTTOM LEFT: Front row, left to
right, Moylend DelLoche, T.H.
Hampton, Lottye DeLoche, Roslyn
Papy, Minnie Mizell, Trudy Marzo,
Guilda Bryant, Lonnie Peck. Back
row, left to right, Ethel Papy,
Bernice Peck, Maisie Mizell, Ervean
Hampton, Don Mizell, Lorenza
Mizell, Greg Mizell, Myrtis Mizell,
Loraine Mizell,Isidore, Jr.(C. 1950.)
BOTTOM RIGHT: Minnie and lIsi-
dore Mizell. (C. 1940.) (Courtesy
of the Mizell family.)

IM:A.J. Ryan sold real estate. Hell
was one of the Dania citizens, too.
Mr. Labree was a bicycle man. He
rented bicycles and | used to rent
bicycles from him sometimes to go
on a little trip. Mr. Labree was a
nice man, too. | don't think he
had anything but a little truck; |
don't believe he had a car.

CK: Do you remember when Tiger-
tail Road was built?

IM: | remember when they finished
it. They had a little dike filled up
there to go through on, but they
finished that.

EH: Yes, it did have that. It used
to go over like a little bridge.

CK: Did it cross a canal, was that
it?

EH: Yes. It's right between Griffin
Road and Stirling Road.

CK: Do vyou
Bryan?

remember Lercy

EH: [laughter] Excuse me, he raised
Lercy Bryan.

IM: Now, Lercy Bryan was one of
Mr. Bryan’s boys.
CK: How many boys did he have?

MM: Two.

IM: Murray was the oldest boy.
CK: | knew Lercy; | used to play
ball against him. He's a tough little
cookie. Let me ask you, what per-
son did more for Dania than anyone
else, to build it up, to improve it?

IM: If | were to give you the best
of my knowledge, it was Mr.

Martin Frost. He sold the Dania




people all the lots they had in
Dania. They divided the tract of
land that their old man [A.C.] Frost
had there, on the west side of the
-#ilroad, and they laid that off for
the colored people. Well, they never
squared them lots up, they ran them
’;ight by the railroad. One lot is
nine feet longer on one end than it
is on the other. The lots are not
square in colored town. Mr. Frost is
the man who owned the property
and he sold them for little or next
to nothing. Some paid ten dollars
for a lot. And Mr. Frost would
give them five years to pay it. And
they needed every bit of it.

CK: Sounded like some poor people
back in those days.

EH: That’s right.

IM: And that’s the way we bought
the lots in Dania. We bought them
from Mr. Martin Frost.

CK: Do you wish you had bought
more land?

IM: Well, I'll tell you, | had a
chance to buy forty and fifty acres
of land, but | thought there’d come
a day when 1'd be sorry | bought it;
that 1'd be tax poor. Mr. Alsobrook
owned a lot of land and he was tax
poor. Mr. [Joseph W.] Young came
down there and bought [Mr. Also-
brook 's] land and built Hollywood.
Now, Mr. Alsobrook had got to
where he couldn’t pay his taxes.

CK: Well, Mr. Alsobrook owned
that land where Hollywood is now,
is that right?

IM: That's right. He owned that
land and sold it to Mr. Young.
Mr. Young gave him a hundred
twenty thousand dollars for that
whole tract of land back in there.
And Mr. Alsobrook came to me and
asked me what will he do with
all that money. Mr. Alsobrook was
surprised, he was so happy. He had
one boy and the boy had one eye.
fod Mr. Alsobrook bought that
land and sold that land to Mr.
;éoung.

CK: Who owned the land where
the two million dollar banyan tree
was located? Was it [P.H.] Roper?

Where Brooks came in later, around
the curve, there.

IM: Mr. [George B.] Hinkley.

CK: Right. He put in a lot of dif-
ferent kinds of shrubbery there. He
had a nursery.

EH: Did any colored people own
any of the land on the east side?

IM: Not that | knew of. If any did,
I didn't know it.

CK: According to the newspaper
accounts, Mr. Holding owned more
land over there than anybody else.

EH: I thought the Frost’s did.

CK: Not according to the news-
papers. But, Frost owned a lot. So,
you would say that Mr. Martin C.
Frost did the most for the people
of Dania. Do you know his daugh-
ter, Mrs. Jeanette Eby?

MM: Oh, yes . ..

IM: Yes, | know Mr.
family, all of them.

Frost, his

CK: Do you remember |.T. Parker?

IM: |I.T. Parker passed on to his
sweet beyond. He's gone but I've
been told that his brother [William
S.] is living somewhere. Ervean,
where's his brother?

EH: He’s in a nursing home in
Hollywood. Both of them were
bankers . . .

IM: I.T. [Parker] is the one who
started the bank. He started that
bank in 1912 and there was none in
Dania before that.

CK: Did you come up to Fort
Lauderdale often?

IM: No, sir,
CK: Up to the courthouse?

IM: After they made this Broward
County | had to come to Lauder-
dale about once a year to pay my
taxes. | stayed in Dania from 1915,
the time when they made Broward
County, until 1963, when | came to
live up here in Lauderdale.

about once a year.

CK: How did you get money to
send your children to college, like
Dr. Von Mizell? Did he work his
way through?

MM: We worked and helped him.

IM: Well I'm going to tell you, the
colleges weren't like they are now.
You could send a child to college
for forty-five dollars a month, at
that time; and | could get up
forty-five dollars to pay one’s
board and keep one in school all
the time. There was plenty of work
there that | could get enough to get
up to forty-five doliars. But, if you
had a child now and you wanted to
send him to college, you'd have to
go somewhere else.

CK: Well
when you

what were you doing
sent Von to college?

IM: I'd farm in the winter, up until
the last of April. Then, | would go
out and catch little jobs here and
yonder, building and helping people
to build things.

CK: How much would you get per
hour, carpentering?

IM: We got a dollar and a quarter
an hour.

CK: That’s ten dollars a day. That
was pretty good money back in
those days.

IM: | thought I'd rather do that
than to farm.

CK: What about the mosquitoes,
what did you do when the mos-
quito season was here; how did you
fight the mosquitoes?

IM: We had mosquito nets. We'd
put a mosquito net over the bed
we slept in. And, in fact, we had to
fight mosquitoes all the time.

CK: What did you do when you
were out working?

IM: Themosquitoes wouldn’t both-
er you too much when you were
working. | never saw mosquitoes
when we were working. But at
night, when you laid down to rest,
they’d come in; they’d be so thick
you could just catch a handful of
them.

CK: Did you
pots?

MM: Yes, sir. That's right, we had
smudge pots. We wouid burn insect

powder, too. Sometimes we'd just
make a smoke out of rags.

CK: How about the churches? Did

ever have smudge
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you go to church?

IM: Yes, sir, we went to church;
we were Missionary Baptists. We
went to St. Ruth’s Church every

Sunday.
EH: Tell him that you built St.
Ruth’s Church.

IM: Oh, | built the church, | built
it three aifferent times. The storm
blew it down one time and | built
it back. Then they decided that
they wanted a block building.
That church is still there. | built
that church from the ground up.
| poured the foundation and went
on up to the top.

EH: It might be interesting to
know that he and another man
[Joe Sidney] built the first black
school. Mr. Martin Frost gave the
land.

CK: Do you remember what year
or about when it would be?

EH: It must have been ... Attucks
was built in '26 and six years before
that . ..

CK: About 1920. | know it was
being renovated in 1925, | got the
school board records. And the
colored school building in Dania
was being renovated in 1925 when
James S. Rickards was the county
superintendent of the schools. Mr.
Holding went out in about 1915
and Mr. Rickards came In and
stayed in until 1928. Mr. Bennett
came in in 1931 and stayed until
1952 . . . Do you know where
Dania got its name?

IM: Well, it was named Modello
before. They changed the name to
Dania after they found out that the
Danes were the first people to come
here.

RIGHT: Ervean Hampton, Isidore
Mizell. (C. 1981.)

FAR RIGHT: Minnie Mizell. (C.
1981.)
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CK: The Frosts were Danish. A.C.
Frost, the father, came from Den-
mark to |Illinois in the 1870s.
Did you know Monty Smith? He
wasn't an old-timer. He was a police-
man, a police chief on the sheriff’s
department. | played ball with him
for years and years.

IM: Well, | remember him.

CK: Were there any paved roads in
Dania when you came [in 1910]?
Or, were they all sand roads?

IM: No, they had

CK: Incidentally, did you come
down by train when you came in
19107

MM: Came down by train.

rock roads.

CK: Where did you stay when you
first came down?

MM: Mr. Bryan had a little house
that we stayed in.

CK: So, the first work that you did
was in Mr. Bryan's grove and you
stayed with Mr. Bryan for seven
years . . .

MM: Right.

CK: And you went into farming
for yourself in about 1917. Did you
ever go to the beach when you were
young, back in those days?

MM: We'd go sometimes.

V

IM: We'd go down there sometimes '
when the church would have a ; |
meeting and they'd want to go down ¢
to the beach and then picnic. We'd b,
baptize people in the ocean. p
CK: You had to have a boat to get* |
across the canal, didn’t you? There
was no bridge back then. )
L)

IM: We had a bridge. 1

-

CK: Did you go to the beach requ- l

I
o ¢
larly?

o f

MM: No, just went on occasions. C
1]

\

CK: Did you ever go hunting?

IM: Why, racoon and ’'possum ' {
would come up all around our )
house. And rabbits, you'd catch

all of them roaming around the
grove, there. We had rabbits and
‘coons and 'possums.

-

e e T —

CK: Were there any wild turkeys?
MM: A few.

CK: Did you have any contact
with the Indians?

MM: | didn’t. They would come by
and ask to pick oranges sometimes.

CK: Ever go fishing?

IM: We went fishing quite often.
We'd go striking at night and Kkill
all the fish that we wanted with a
striking iron. The glades were all
full of water and nice big warm .
perch would be out there. We had a
torch that we'd hold up over the

= ~ T T~ v

~ —

7 —
[ N e e e

-

Fo
s & J | i

w

ok g Sl oL »
AN Fa b
) -

el ¥

=y

ks
&

b
- _— =N N e = O M T

T
~



water and you could see the fish
down there just as plain as if it was
wide open daytime.

QK: So, it was clear water, then?

[M: That's right. They'd be down
there. And there was one lady
there, Mrs. Blount, a widow woman,
kho'd go striking, too. Lot of
1ights she’d be down there striking,
zarrying us some feed, and we'd be
Jown there and we'd kill all kinds
of fish, these would bite, you know,
what they called a pike fish.

CK: I've heard of it.

IM: They lay right on top of the
vater. You could see them, easy.
3ut, the mudfish and the cat-
ish would be down in the deep
vater.

_K: Did you consider yourself, in
elation to the other blacks in
Jania, well-off, or average, or
delow average? How did vyou
hink about yourself? We all think
ibout ourselves and, you know,
wow we fit in. Were you any
setter situated than most other
dlacks in Dania or, what do you
‘hink about it?
AM: | didn’t think much about it.
felt very comfortable. It was
amilies, the [Leola C.] Chambers
amily, Miss [Mary] Chambers, and
Ar. Collins’ wife whom we asso-
siated with and . ..
*K: Well, did you think of your-
elf as being rich?
AM: No,
»oor.

always felt poor, very

-K: Who were some of the blacks
lown there besides the Collins
amily?
AM: There were the Chambers and
he Mac Smiths. There was Miss
ottie Taylor, a black in Dania;
he's very intelligent, and Mr. and
Ars. Perkins.
'K: Were most of these people
armers?
AV: Yes, though, of the wives,
s. Collins ran a store and Mrs.
-erkins was a maid. Mrs. Chambers
vas a midwife, a granny.

K: So, you didn't go to a hospital;

you had the granny, a midwife,
here. How much would the midwife
charge?

MM: 1 think the charge was three
dollars. And it went up to ten.

CK: She finally went up to ten
dollars. That was really an out-
rageous charge, ten dollars.

MM: That was terrible.

CK: Did the blacks ever get to-
gether and have a community pic-
nic, or something like that?

MM: Yes, we had picnics. We would
go to the beach sometimes and have
a group picnic. Maybe one church
would get together.

CK: But, did you have any group
outside the church?

MM: Well, yes, if they'd want to
come they'd be welcome. All they
had to do was to bring their baskets
of food.

CK: Did you have a baseball team?

MM: Well, we didn’t have a reqular

team in Dania. The boys played
ball.
CK: Your children grew up in

Dania, of course. How old was Von
when you came down here?

MM: He was about three years old.

CK: So, he got all his schooling
down here, then.

MM: That’s right.

CK: He must have been in one of
the first schools that they had in
Dania.

MM: Well, | reckon so. They had
four months of school there. They

started in July, | think it was.
That's all.
CK: He must have done some

studying at home, then. Did you
encourage him to be a medical
doctor?

MM: Well, we did.

CK: Where did he go to college?
MM: Morehouse, in Atlanta. First
he went to Florida Normal, a high
school, in St. Augustine.

CK: Florida Normal has been made

into a college, Florida Memorial
College, down in Miami. Of course

you had to pay for that, too, when
he attended Florida Normal.

MM: Oh, yes.

CK: Where did he go to medical
school?

MM: Meharry, in Nashville.

CK: So he went from here to St.
Augustine, to Atlanta, to Nashville,
and then he came back here to
practice. Do you ever go to this big
center [the Dr. Von D. Mizell
building] down here, about three
blocks away, that's named in his
memory?

MM: Well, I've been crippled; we had
a bad wreck about five years ago.
| was there for the dedication, but
didn’t go inside the building.

EH: All the school children went
to the dedication . ..

CK: Did you have a car down in
Dania when you were young, say,
in the 1920s when the boom
time came?

MM: 1 think we did. | think in the
boom time we had a car . .. when
did we get the first car that we
owned?

IM: | don’t remember, Minnie, the
year we did get that car . . . it was
a Ford. We used to drive that Ford
up to Jasper, the county where we
were raised, and . . . we never had
too much trouble with that Ford
car. | believe they were built better
then, than they are now. | believe
they were good cars, the Ford cars.
Do vyou know one thing, the
President of the United States, Mr.
James Carter, wrote us a congratu-
lations when we were married
seventy years and | didn’'t even
know he knew that we were in the
world.

CK: When were you married? |t
had to be before you got here in
1910.

IM: Me and my wife left Hamilton
County, and came all the way down
here. We came from Genoa, Florida,
to Palatka and crossed over there
on the other side of the river and
got on the [Florida] East Coast
train, and when we got off, we got
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off in Dania. We didn't know any-
body in Dania when we got off
there. But, there was a fellow there
they called Joe Young. We went to
his house and asked if there were
any boarding houses or any place

where we could stay at night.
And he said, ‘““Come on in. You
can stay right here.” And we

stayed there with him that night
and, the next morning, | asked him
how much did we owe him. He
said, ‘‘nothing but due respect.”
And, we didn’t have to pay him one
penny, and we’d never seen the
man before.

CK: Did you see him after that?

IM: Yes, | saw him several times,
about two years after that.

CK: What kind of food did you
have to eat?

MM: Plenty of green vegetables.

CK: Was your garden by your house
or out where you farmed tomatoes?

MM: Out where we farmed toma-
toes sometimes.

CK: What kind of stoves did you
have?

MM: Wood stoves.

CK: Did you ever own a coal-oil
stove, where you had burners on it?

MM: Yes, but | never really liked it.

CK: You liked the wood stove the
best?

MM: Oh, yes.

CK: What did you do for air-
conditioning?

MM: We didn’t have anything like
that.

CK: What did you use, a fan?

MM: No.

CK: Keep the windows open?

MM: Well, when we had mosquitoes
so bad, you couldn’t keep the win-
dows open.

CK: You ever
weather then?

have much cold

MM: Oh, no, we wouldn't ordinarily
get the cold.

CK: But you still got cold enough
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that you had to make a fire at times,
didn’t you?

MM: Not much.

IM: We used to put a chimney into
every house we built. And, we'd
have a fireplace in there. But, mos-
quitoes, after so long a time they
got the mosquitoes killed off, they'd
just come and spray the whole
home and get rid of those mosqui-

toes. Got rid of them, quick. Now,
you won't find too many mosqui-
toes, here. You might find a few,
but you won't find too many.

CK: What thing helped you most
when you were in Dania in the
early days, say in 1910, 19157
What helped you the most to keep
going? It was a hard life. What
kept you going? Was it faith in God?

MM: Oh vyes, I've always been a
practicing Christian.

CK: In other words, as a Christian
you had hope that God was in con-
trol of things, that He was watch-
ing out for you.

MM: Yes.

CK: Did you think about life
getting better, that: “Someday, if
we keep saving our money we can
buy some land; maybe sometime
we can retire!”” Did you ever think
like that?

MM: | never felt as though | would
ever be able to sit down. But, | just
prayed and asked for good health
so | could be able to take care of
myself.

CK: Did you have good health?

MM: Good health, both of us,
always.

CK: If you had to change your
life, in just one way, what would
that change be?

MM: The only change that | have
made in my life that I'm not too
satisfied with, although I've accept-
ed it, was moving from Dania up
here to Fort Lauderdale. | had good
friends. | didn’'t give it much
thought when | was moving. |
had GOOD friends there, and | got
along well with them. But, I'm up
here in this area, and | haven't been

able to make the friends here t
I had there. I'm just not able to
out and do it. You know, peo
will meet you half way probabl
but you've got to do somethf;
yourself. And I'm not able to
this, and he is not able; so we |
sit here on the porch. J

CK: So, you miss your friends th
you lived with for so long in Dani
you miss them more than anythig
else. . .

MM: Right. | miss the white and 1
colored. | had a good white frie
there that | thought a lot of . ..

CK: Tell me about your father?

IM: Well, he was a good fami
man, a good provider, and he rai
ten head of children right therei
Hamilton County.

CK: Where'd he come from?

IM: They brought him to Georgi
to the sale block, and sold him
Mizell, and Mizell brought him
Florida . . . We got the name fr
Mizell who bought him off thes
block in Traders Hill, Georgia, a
brought him here. There are a
of Mizells here, now. They|
scattered all over the United Stat
But, my father and his brother w
the only Mizells brought fn
Traders Hill, Georgia. My gra
mother came from Africa. W
Mizell bought him off the
block in Georgia, that was in '59.

CK: How old was your father th

IM: He was twelve years old wh
FREEDOM came.

CK: If he was sold as a slave
1859, then he was six years
when he was bought. Did vy
father live to be an old man?

IM: Seventy-eight.

CK: You've out raced him twen
one years, so far.

IM: Yes, sir.

CK: Well, this has been a w
delightful time talking to you?
getting this information. | kn
it's hard to recall things over s
a long period, from around 1
up to the present time. Thanky
very much.



