Could They Have Known?

lessons ignored from the July 1926 hurricane

1,000 [ieed in Florida Storm, 3,000 Hart: Miami Word Hit; 60 Mile
Swath of Destruction Leaves 38,000 Homeless: Scores of Towns are
Razed or Flooded; Shipping Wrecked

If ever a haadline were written to
kill @ boom, the above would do
just fine, The follow-up simply
added spico:

Fr, Lavderdale n rfng,

Dead and Injured Strew the
Straets of

Ft. Lauderciale, Miami and

Hallywood and Vandalism is

Rampant it is Reparted

The NMEW YORK TIMES' ar
ticle of September 20, 1926, from
which the opéning and preceding
paragraphs were taken spread the
eyewitness news  throughout the
and The story also gowe detailed
statisticy

Lol dead and 100 hewri o Hol
Hywood,

11 dead in Dania,

100 dead ins Fi. Lauderdale and

2 dead in Hallandale

The officisl count, howsver, was
25 dead in Hollywood, 15 in Fort
Lauderdale, 8 in Dania, and 3 in
Hallandale.!

The MEW YORK TIMES con
tinued, “at Davie, the writer is told
that a church was the only building
standing. Hallandale and Ojus were
razed,” The storm was ona of the
waorst In recordea United States'
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history. The NEW YORK TIMES
also compared the barometer read-
ing af 27.756 during the hurricane
with the 28.40 reading of the killer
storm that had struck Galweston,
Texas, in 1900, What remained of
the Florida land boom was finished
by this 1928 hurricane!

The fact that the first estimates
were exaggerated did not detract
from the ferocity of the storm, It
was a killer! It did destroy thou-
sancds of homes and it did raze or
fiood many settlements, if not
total citiew

Several questions need to be an-
pwered. Was this destruction des-
tired to occur? Did all this death
and calamity hove to oocur? Were
there any warnings” Why were the
residents 10 ill prepared?

The guestion regarding destiny &
beyond the scope of this analysis
However, the other isues do im-
plore anpwers of real proportion.
First, let us congider the remaining
guestions in reverse order by de-
termining why the inhabitants wers
so unprepared for a storm, any
storm, of such magnitude. And,
then, let us first consider the role
played by the earlier hurricane of
July 26, 1926, in demonstrating
the force of a hurricane.

According 1o an article that ap-
peared in the NEW RIVER NEWS,

the summer hurricane “caused al-
most no damage”” 2nd “only & hand-
ful of people took hurricane warn-
ings seriously and almost no one
knew what 1o expect.’#

In the year 1926 the newspaper
scoounts did report extensive dam-
oge and some loss of life due 1o the
July storm. The FORT LAUDER-
DALE DAILY NEWS estimated the
damage to be in the "hundreds of
thousands of dollars" and noted
that complete sections of Ocean
Boulovard had been washed out,”
The NEW YORK TIMES reported
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L, yes, in July we had a small
hurricane here in July before this
ong came in Sepfember and there
wag @ lot of trees blew down and a
for of mnts. The rops went off the



tents, wou Know, they owilt the
builcings wp & iftthe ways and then
they put & fent owver the fops . . .
A for of walls blew away in that
July storm, there was just a lot of
damage done, but no real houses, ®

Lucy Money remembered the
storm; but Cuddy did interview
others who could not recall the
July hurricane at all!

The July hurricane, thus, served
naught as a warning. It was brush-
ed aside as just another storm and
did nothing to prepare south Flori-
da for the big blow that was to
follow,

As for the land boom, the July
storm may have discouraged some
who read the Eastern newspapers,
but it was not a major cause for the
continuing decling in the sale of
land, The embargo by the Flerida
East Coast Railway Company, the
unfavorable press in the Morth, the
notorious scandals, the writings and
speeches by Roger Babson and
others who denigrated Florida's
business climate, and a myriad of
other factors already had begun 1o
deflate the economic bubble. The
little blow of July would receive
scant attention, but the big blow of
Septemnber 1926 would finish a
situation already initiated by other
forces,

When September came, the resi-
dents of Broward County wera pre-
oocupied with many local svents,
although development was slacken-
ing. & hurricane was far from their
minds. Joseph Wesley Young, the
founder-developer of the city of
Hollywood, was proceeding with a
financial deal in New York, Colonel
E. M. Johnston was signing the con-
tract to develop the Bay Mabel
part. Horace Stillwell was telling
officials of the “extreme fertility,
comparable 1o none in the world"
of Broward's farmlands: and the
county school board was watching
its S500,000 bond issue pass by a
vote of 97 to 13. It appears that
little attention was being paid to
the September 15, 1226, FORT
LAUDERDALE DAILY MNEWS'
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ABOVE: “Casino and Ten Room, Hollywood,” BELOW: Y5 reconstructed home iy Hal-
hwood. In this wreckage lies the Garfield Theatre, thres restursnts [sic], grocery store,
dry geeods, big furniture store and seversl affices.”
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ABOVE: s plant in Dania. BELOW: The Ford Garasge, Fort Laudardale.

On Seprember 17th not anly did
the MIAMI NEWS wam of the
storm’s threat, but the NEW YORK
TIMES reported the existence of
three storms, one off Cape Hatteras,
one off Turks Idland, and another
100 miles southwest of Bermuda.
The high water even prompted the
cancElabon of an ant-hgh water
meeting in Pompano! Among other
Pl actrnities, the Deughters of
America bake sale, scheduled for
thw 18th of September, would have
o be poRponed At about Two
o clock in the moming on Septem
ber 18, 1925, the by blow came
ashont,

It appears that ample waming
had bedn green, However, recorded
memories 1ell a different story.
Myrile Andersan Gray recalled

Wi hawve liitle sronms every now
and then and | can tell you that the
I926 storm was throws right fn our
fap without any warning®

And asccording to  Anthony
"Tony™ Mickelson

There was no storm warning, no
indication of anything that | e
call that meght or jesl previowus fO
that ‘cause we had beasurfiful moon-
Fight, beautiful weather,

Lucy Money remambery that the
knew nothing of the storm wntil
eleven oclock on that night of
September 17th, when the worch
started to blow hards®

Former Floride State Senator
Willismn "Bill” Zinkil rmecalled
“Everyone ook it kind of lightiy
‘caune none of us knew what it was
going 10 be like. ™ **

According 1o Philip Weidling and
August Burghard, even the old
timers were almaost eqgually undis.
turbed” by the hurricane wam
inge"* Memories of the last hurri
care had all but faded.

The remaining questionable issues
now concern the reasons why the
warnings were ignored and why the
guated Hollywood residents are un-
able to recall any warnings at all,
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ABOVE: Intersection of Arthur Street snd Dixie Highway, Hollywood, BELOW: Destruc-
tion slong the Dixke Highway,

~
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Bill Zinkil's recollection that “every-
body took it kind of lightly . . ."
offers insight into what some
people had been thinking.

In sddition, it i not known how
many of the people living in Brow
ard County were recent to the area
and even knew anything sbout the
foree of & hurrscane. There were no
accurste oenmus Tgures for such a
rapsily growang area, thers were
only stimates Robert "Bob™ An
dersnn made thecisd oot of the
dunng his Bicentenniy intErvew
and, no doubt, he is right!?

One indication of the growth
may be gleaned from the following
figures. In July 1924 the City of
Hollywood granted S48 500 worth
of building permits. One year later
it recorded 51,182,150 worth, re
présenting an increase of 2,237
percent.* Such a quantum leap |n
construetion implies a similar in-
creste In population, Thus, the
ignorance surrounding the possible
ramifications of a hurricane wers
great. Because the storms in July
and early September had passed
with & minimum amount of dam:-
age, it is not surprising that people
took the warnings hghthy.

Why s few pioneers can ewen
recall any warnings at all = a per-
plexing issue which might be ex
plained in part, st lesst by con-
aderwng the state of the communi
catroms network @ Broward Coun
Ty dunng that period. Although it
5 nol pomshie 10 determing oy
rately either the ssilabelity and o
culation of the previowdy cited
newpapers of if the newspapers
were read from oower 10 cover, Dne
could venture to sy that the real
silate advertEments receved mors
attention than the first page. And
so far s radios, “everybody, if
they were lucky, had a3 one tube
radio recelver, You know, it was
just not the communications we
have now, '* However, it also is
possible that the memories of the

SRicckieidga, Frank end Jdohn  H, Peivy
FLOWIDA 1M THE BMAKING. NY SaeBresr

Pl llah| iy Company, |1836], b, 3070,
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milder storms had dulled their
senses o the reallty of a hurri-
cane's destructive nature,
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The Maxwell Arcade, southesst comaer of South Andrews Avenus and South New Fiver
Divive, Fort Louderdsls.
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