First Published History

Dania is located 345 miles south

of Jacksonville and 22 miles north
of Miami, on the Florida East Coast
Railway, and has had its ups and
downs the some as any other new
towin,
The Florida East Coast Railway
Company tried hard for seweral
yaars to settle the town, but always
made a failure, not because the lo-
cation was bad or the soil worth-
less [for both are known to be
among the best in the East Coast)
but because they did not get the
right class ol settiers.

First they tried to sitie the 1own
with Danes exclusnee, but made 3
compiete failure, and it wes not
until A. C. Front went there that the
littie willege mache afry progress.

The Florida East Coast Raihway
made Mr. Frost a land agent at that
point as he had hed consderable
experience in the Colonization bus-
ness in Wisconsin, having onganized
and settled two towns in that State,
one of which was named after him,
"FI'IH'I‘I'I“I-.“

in 18017, when Mr, Frost arrived
in Dania, the town was in a deplor-
able condition. Only one white
woman and a few bachelors resided
there, The rest of the population
be.ng negroes, a white man by the
name of Clark, who was then agent
for the Florida East Coast Railway
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Company 8t Dania, [who] was run-
ning a little store and & blind tiger
in & dilapidated shack, opposed the
invasion af any white man looking
for a home. The land agent before
Clark (a Dane by the name of James
Paulson) cheated the town out of
£1,100.

There was no schoolhouse at this
time, for under the existing condi-

ing and made a general store.

i
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get them 1o establish a school dis-
trict at Dania and bulld the school-
housa. Tha board agreed to make a
schoal district and 1o pay a teacher,
but said that Mr. Frost and the set.
tlers would have to provide a schoal-

howuse for themselves, The seitlers
nobly responded and a schoolhouse
was built, Mr, Frost gave 5169 to
this cause, which was afterwards re-
turnied by the County,

Mr, C, Eskiglson of Chicago spant
consicerable money in Dania, but
not to very much advantage. Mr,
P. H. Roper, the Spier family and
settlers from Orange County came
o Dania to settle there and grow
tomatoes but were stopped by
Clark, who 1old them that he con
trolled sewveral hundred acres of
land in the ‘Glades owned by the
Esmt Comst Railway Company and 8
comparyy i Jacksormille, These
lands, e med they might use fres
of rent prowided he could sell them
all supples, which they agresd 1o
do. Clark warned them not 1o et
Frost know anything of their Bt
tie agreement, 25 he would report it

Everything went well with Mr,
Clark until Mr. Spier went to Mr,
Frost to buy & small bit of groceries.
Frost said that he did not try 1o in-
terfere with Clark’s customers, but
Mr. Spier said that he was going 1o
quit Clark anyway, as he had not
treated him right, Frost then asked
Spler upan whose land he was farm-
ing to which question he did not
know [the answer]. Mr. Frost thon
want out and located the land and



then went to Mr. J. E. Ingraham at

they
in o body. After being informed of
what Clark had said abowt him,
Frost soon established his position
and, upon being told that Clark had
promised these people to save their
grops for them if they paid him $10
per acre rent, he advised them not
to comply but to wait for develop-
ments.

Whan Clark found that his scheme

to take possession of all the Ewmsg,
uniess the famers paid the rent
asked for. Frost toid the settlers
ot 10 oy the money and the con-
troversy deed.

Shortly after ths Frost was st
o the ROMhen ales 10 adverimne
for the Esst Coast [Reiway Come
pany] and when he came back he
brought thirty - five Danes who crop-
ped one yoar, then became dissatis-
fied and, all except three families,
left.

About four years ago the growers
of Dania organized the Packing
House Associstion end built a pack-
ing house, This association was
Growers Union of which Crutch-
field and Woolfolk of Pittsburg are
now ths distribution sale agents and
Mr. H. T, Tubbs, the manager.

Up to this time there had not

wan made ity first Mayor,
counciimen, the following men
C. M. Nelson,

part of town, After this the citizens
called & mass meeting to deviee
ways and means not only to build 8
nirw jail but also 1o construct a city
water works, Mr. Frost was then
sent to St. Augustine to make ar-
rangements to borrow 52,500 from
the First National Bank for which
bonds were given, A stone jail and
council room was built and one and
one-hall miles of water mains laid.
Judge Sands succeeded Mr, Mulli-
kin as Mayor. At this time another
four miles of rock road was built

provements s a new passenger
depot, which has been promisad
this summer,
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largest growers, It is calculated that
B00 cars of produce will be shipped
fram Dania this season,

JOHN W. MULLIKIN

GEORGE W. BLOOM

Mr. George W, Bloom, city clerk
and treasurer, came to Dania from
Baltimore, Maryland, with his
schoolmate Harry T, Tubbs first in
1804, Mr, Bloom bought some
property here and left in 1905, Ae-
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turning later in the year, Mr. Bloom
wias appointed city clerk and fress-
urer to fill owt the unexpired term
of J. P. Nix and has been reelected
ever since, In June of last vear, Mr,
Bloom married Annie Webb. He has
about twenty-five acres in tomatoes
and although ten acres were lost
during the wet weather recantly ha
has already sold enough to clear ex-
[ s,

A, C. FROST

Mr. Frost came to Dania from
Wisconsin in 1801 and, after a hard
struggle related elsewhere in this
article, succeeded in establishing
himself in the town. Mr. Frost is
land agemt for the F.E.C. [Florida
East Coest] railway company and
has been the cause of much activity
in real estate here for the past few
years.

5. M. ALSOBROOK

Mr., 5. M. Alsobrook came to
Dania from Lake County, now
owns about two thousand acres of
land im and around Dania, Five
vears ago, Mr. Alsobrook |anded
here with $5000 to invest. The fol-
lowing year he bought five acres of
land, one acre which was set in pine-
apples. He now owns two thousand
acres and forty -eight acres of pine-
apples, Six hundred acres of this is
vegetable land, about the best there
is in the county, The rest is spruce
and pine land, Mr. Alsobrook has
two packing houses two miles south
of Dania, in about the center of his
land, The land now owned by Mr.
Alsobrook is now worth from 520
to $200 per acre. Besides this land
Mr. Alsobrook owns 15 residences
in the town in which he resides, oc-
cupying one with his three children
Willie, lrene and Charles, all still
schoal children. Mr. Alsobrook is a
widowar and has accumulated
enough money in Dania to make
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him independent of frosts or wet
weather,

L. A. MO&S

Mr. L. R, Moss came to Dade
County about five years ago and to
Dania in 1906, opened a restaurant
with an ice cream parlor and soda
fountain in connection, in one of
J. W, Mullikin's buildings in the
center of town, He has been wvery
successful,

THEO DEMRO

M. Thes Demro came 10 Florida
sixteen years ago from Lepere, Wis
consin, and to Dania WO years ago,
whern he has a Tirst class horseshoe.
ing and blacksmithing establish-
mient. Mr. Demro also hes ninetesn
acres planted in tomatoes.

HARRY TUBBS

Mr. Harry Tubbs, one of the sub-
stantial young businessmen of Dania
came during the winter of 1801-02
from Baltimore, Maryiand. With his
friend, Mr. George Bloom, he cul-
tivatedd and planted large crops
during the past several seasons and
now has ten acres of land under cul-
tivation. Mr. Tubbs was a membaer
of the first board of alderman and
served one term. He was elected
a#gain last November,

F.G. TAYLOR

Mr. F. G. Taylor, a member of
the Board of Aldermen, came to
Dania almost three years ago from
Fontana, Walworth County, Wis-
congin, He has sixteen acres of to-
matoes this year and four acres of
pineapples, bearing its first crop
this season,

OFFICIALS OF DANIA

T. A. Price. . «Mayar
George Bloom, tlu-rk Tlaasumr
J4. M. Holding. . PrEilde'nl Alderman
L. R. LaBree. ..., , Alderman
JW, Mullikin ., .00 Alderman
F.G.Taylor ....oevuns Alderman
H.T.Tubbs........... Alderman
J. M HOLDING

Mr. J. M. Holding who 15 now
president of the town council is
one of Dania’s most progrossive
citizens, A graduate of Wake
Forest College, North Carolina, Mr.
Holding was an instructor in Mars
Hills College in Weston, Morth
Caroling, for six years,

Six years ago Mr. Holding came
to Dania and bought some trucking
land and has led the life of a farmer
ever since. In 1908, Mr, Holding
was appointed councilman to fill
the unexpired term of W, C, Dykes,
who died in office, This year Mr,
Holding was elected councilman
and made president of that body.
He has 120 acres in tomatoes and
one of the finest packing houses in
the county with every facility for
handling crops therein, The packing
house is situated on the railroasd
siding and he has a private road run-
ning 1o his fields a mile to the east,
At Hallandale, Mr. Holding has a
fine oranges grove of forty acres
When Mr. Haolding arrived in Dania
five years ago, he had only enough
money 1o buy five acres of land at
320 an acre, Today he is worth
about 525,000,

T. A. PRICE

Mr. T. A. Price came to Dania
three years ago and opened a gene-
ral merchandisa store. Previous to
opening the store, Mr. Price culti-
vated a large area of land and now
has fourteen acres in tomatoes, In
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