SHIP WRE CKS
BRO WARD COUNTY*

hipwrecks and silver

bars, cannons and cas=

Laways are romantic
words ,not from "Treasure [a=-
land," but from the history
of Broward County. Little
has been published about the
ghipe lost between 25%58°
and 26%19° latitude and
their role in south Florida
history.

Until recently, no glamor-
ous plate fleet wrecks, such
as the 1715 Spanish fleet
near Vero Heach or the 1733
fleet in the Florida Keys,
have been found here. Yet,
gratteved references show
that a swurprising number of
shipe wrecked along the
reefs and beaches of Broward
County .

Wrecks of the 16th and
I7th eenturies are often
Spanish. EKnown references
seldom give accurate loca-
tions, however. Spanish mavi-
gation was far from an exact
science, and early charts
WETE inadegquate. Convoys

"Shipwrecks of Broward County"

by Jarmes Dean

known as flotas not only af-
foarded grester protectian,
but shared the skills of the
few available navigators.

Prior to the mid 1500s,the
Spaniards used small cara-
vels under 100 tons.A 50 ton
ship would measure 35 to &0
feet; and a 100 tonner, 50
te 55 feet. Caravels were
shallow draft, mancuverable
and fairly seaworthy. Faster
rowing galleys were tried,
but they carried less cargo
after water and provisions
for the slaves had been
loaded. Unsuitable for heavy
seas, the galleys were dis-
continued.

By 1550 ,when large quanti=
ties of silver were reaching
Spain and larger ships were
needed, the galleon evolved.
These ships could average &
knots with a clean bottom.
Their usual capacity ranged
from 300 te 600 tons. By the
late 17th century, however,
some were as large as 1,200
tons. Massive fore and stern

castles made them top heavy
and dangerous in storms.

Ships of this design were
called galleons only when
they were heavily armed. The
treagure carrying flagship
of a flota might have car-
ried 70 bronze cannons of
various calibre.lron cannons
were used on a galleon only
if a scarcity of guns exist-
ed. The same 400 tonm ship,
converted for merchant use,
might have carried only 10
or 12 iron cannons and was
called a nao.

Smaller ships of 40 te 100
tonsg functioned as recon-
naissance vessels in convoys
and as advice boats between
Spain and the New World,Such
ships, whether caravel,pink,
pinnace,sloop or other type,

were called pataches.

Attt tettefittebdrirtrintrinlefrdninint
*See "Behind the Scenes.,™
inside front cover.
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By 1564 twe {lotas were
leaving Spain each year for
the HNew World.They carried
such tools as agricultural
snd mining imsplesents, mer-
cury,dosestic animals seeds,
weapons and . as the colonists
prospered, sore luxuries and
sanufactured goods. Ballast
eften consisted of bricks or
dressed stones which were
used for buildings.

The Nueva Espans flota re-
turmed to Spain from Vera-
cruz, Mexice, ia July with
cargoes of gold, silver and
pearls from Hexico, and such
priceless Far East treasures
as porcelain, silk, spices,
precious stones and worked
gold. The latter crossed the
Pacific on the Manila Galle-
ons and were brought over=
land f{rom Acapulcoe to Vera-
CrME,

The Terra Firma flota left
Cartagena, Colombia, in the
summer, It was laden with
Peruvian silver from the Po-
tosl mines and with Colombi-
an emeralds and gold. Both
arsadas met in Havana,repro-
visioned and sailed in Aw-
gust. They used cither the
0ld BHahama Channel through
the Caicos lIslands or the
Kew Babama Channel, up the
coast of Floerida. The latter
uas preferred because of its
favarable Galf Stresm cur-
rent .

Each flota had two heavily
armed galleoms. The largest
was called the itana and
the other the Almiranta. The
gilleons and two armed pats-
ches carried the king's reg-
istered Gtreasure and pro—
tected the serchant ships,
ranging in number from 10 to
20, that were carryiog pri-
vately consigned goods or
treasure.

In 1591 & third flota, the
Armada de Terra Firma,refer-
red to as the "Plate Fleer"
or, more simply,”The Galle-
ons," was added. Departure

-u-l-

times changed alightly. This
flota had 2 pataches and
from B to 12 galleons. These
latter averaged 600 tons,
All were carrying only royal
treasure ,were heavily armed,
and were accompanied by a
large pumber of merchant
ships. (1]

In additica to the galle-
ook, many individual Spamisk
merchant ships, called suen-
o8, journeyed back and forth
on an assousl basis. They
transported cargo and colom-
ists. Due to a declione in
silver production and the
increase in the pon-Crown
contraband shipped to the
colonies after 1650,.the flo-
tas became less frequent. By
the 1700s,most Spanish-Amer-
ican colonists were buying
goods from non-Spanish mer-
chanta. In 1778, the Crown
declaged free trade for all
her colonies.

In the late 16th century
non-Spanish  ships  became
more pumerous in the New
World.These also sailed past
Florida's east coast in or-
der te return teoe Europe.
Portuguese slave ships were
common until 1640 vhen the
Dutch and the Eoglish as-
sumed conlrol over the slave
Lrade.French and British pi-
rates and privateers appear—
ed in the late 16th centwry.
The Dutch began & salt trade
arcand 1580 and,by 1600, were
sending 200 ships a year. Af-
ter the year 1625 English,
Dutch and Freach colonies
were established in the Ca=
ribbean and the Americas.

By the late 17th century,
many non-Spanish ships were
returning to Europe with
cargoes of sugar, cotton,
indigo, spices, lumber, Lo=
bacco and rum, as well as
with gold and silver. Some
gailed alone,others in small
groups. American colonial
ships became common in Che
18th century.|2] When re-

turning te Europe,most ships
used the New Bahama Channel
apd pansed within a few
miles of Broward County.

POSSIBLE LOCAL SHTPWRECKS.

Oas af the sarliest accounts
of Flerida shipwrecks was
writteas in 1575 by Dom L'Es-
calante Fontaseds, whs kad
been shipurecked in 1585 in
the Ezys. He lived among the
Tegquesta Iodians wmmtil his
rescue in 1565 ,.near Cape Ca=
naveral .Foataneda sel survi=-
vors of other shipwrecks and
knew Lhat the Indians had
slain many more.According to
Fontaneda,the Indians order=
ed the Spaniards
to dance and sing, and
an they did not under-
atand, and the Indians
themaelvies are very mean
iss Ehey thought the
Christians were rebelli-
ous and unwilling to do
wo. And they would kill
them,and report to their
Cacigue |[chief] that for
their mseannes: and re-
belliousness they had
been slain. 3]

Fontaneds wrote of other
wrecks apd survivors, namiag
owmers and captains, and dst-
ed one shipureck 1551. Re
shed light on some wealthy

passengers and went o Lo
say that
he that brought least
wag [, but with all 1

brought 25 thousand dol-
lars in pure gold for my

father and mother re-
ma i e im Cartagena
where they were Comen-

derof  and served his
majesty in those parts
of Peru... and I and a
hrother wWere born.
Thence they sent us to
Spain  to  be edocated

whien we were wrecked on
Florida,|4]



Other ships were wrecked
on the coast in 1545, 1547,
and 1550, Their sites remain
unidentified, MHenendez, a
Spanish conguistador, wrote
that in 1565 he had

vansomed from among the

Indians 32 persons, men

and women, whoe had been

slaves of the Caciques
and Indians for 15, 1B,
and 20 years.[5]

Fontaneda continued

Other wessels had been
lost, among them the Ar-
mada of New Spain, of
which it was said the
son of Pedro Melendez
was General... the Indi=-
ans armed themselves to
g0 to the coast of Ais
[south of Cape Canaver-
al], when he saw them go
and return with great
wealth,in bars of silver
and gold, and bags of
reals [sic], and much
clothing ... I desire to
speak  of the riches
found by the Indians of
Aig, which perhaps were
a8 much as a million
dollars, or over,in bars
of silver, in gold, and
in articles of jewelry
made by the hands of the
Mexican Indians, which
the PASEEREETH were
bringing with them.|&]

Barcia places this disas-
ter in 1553. The number of
ships is pnot stated, but a
small ship did make her way
back to Verscruz and 3 or &
vessels arrived in Spain.The
number of persons on board
was more than a thousand.[7]

In addition, Torguemada
wrote that

+++ in the year 1553 the

flota that went from

thiz country (New Spain)
te the Kingdom of Cas=
tile was cast away on
the coast of Florida, and
many persons were lost
with a large asmount of
riches, 8]

Later records stated that
in 1554 three treasure bear-

ing naos of the New Spain
Armada were driven against
the coast "near present day
Palm Heach."[9]

"Shipwrecks in Flerida Wa-
ters,"” by Robert Marx,places
these ships at 26°30', be=
tween Delray and Boynton
Beach, im Palm Beach County.
[10] They were the 220 ton
SAN ESTEVAN,the SANTA MARIA
DEL CARMEN, and the SANTA
MARIA DE YCIAR. Most of the
gold and silver were report-
ed salvaged. The 1554 armada
is believed to be the szame
armada cited by Fontaneda in
1553.The one year discrepan-
cy is mot explained.

In 1589 the New Spain Al-
miranta, with a large regis-
tered treasure, sank in deep

ABOVE: The wrecked schooner “Richmand™ lies near the future entrance to Port Everglades;
BELOW: The schooner “Richmond,” her keel broken, lies beached after the 1926 hurrlesne
Jogeph W. Young is at the right. [Hollywood Historical Society |

"Shipwrecks of Broward County”
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possibly off Hiami.
[11] Harx, however, claimed
that ™it sank with a great
treasure at the mouth of the
Bahama Channel in very deep
water."[12]

In 1591, of a fleet of 77
ships that left Havana, o
less than 29 were lost, many
off the coast of Florida,
However, in order to bypass
an English blockade,the reg-
istered treasure had been
lefr behind in Havana and
sent safely on to Spain on
small fast zabras. Only pri-
vate treasure and contraband
would have been aboard the
fleet.[13]

Riesberg statex that, on
July 17,1595, the SANTA HAR-
GARITA,a treasure laden gal=
leon, was lest 20 miles
southeast of Palm Beach, on
a submerged reef.[14] Potter
lists the SANTA MARGARITA,
hewever, in a chapter on
"ghost" wrecks that do not
exist or are unsubstantia=
ted. [15]

Dn April 2,1632, the ALMI-
RANTA DE HONDURAS and an un=
identified frigate, carrying
cacoa,coming from Maracaibo,
Venezuela, were wrecked  pos-
gibly near Hiawmi, because an
advice boat reported 2 ships
aground "shortly after pass-
ing the head of the Florida
Keva."[16]

Fotter and others stated
that 5 naos were wrecked,
just north of Hismi, with
great loss of life, on Sep-
tember 27, 1641.[17] Harx,
however, described the ships
as 4 pnaos and 1 patache, The
latter had been wrecked at
30T latitude, 5 leagues [rodm
ghore, The almiranta of this
fleet ,the CONCEPTION, drift-
pd southward ente the S5ilver
Shoals, north of Hispanola.
[18] This wreck was later
galvaged by 18 year old Wil-
liam Phipps and again, more
recently, by Burt Weber.

Harx did not state where

wakter,
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the four nacs wrecked. The
"morth of Miami™ leocation
could well be Broward Coun-
ty. Harx alse stated that
other ships im the convoy
were so damaged that they
sank on the high seas.

According to records of
Lloyds of Londen,

In 1769, the British mer-

chant znow LEDBURY, Cap-

tain John Lorain,sailing
from Jamaica te Bristel
after being at sea nine
weeks, was driven on
shore about 15 leagues

[1 league = 3.2 miles]

northward of Cape Flori-

da in a wiolent gale of
wind on the 29th of Sep-

tember. [ 19]

But in the "Concise His-
tory of East and West Flori-
da,” Berpnard Romans related
how the

ghip was thrown high and

dry on a key named Key

Largo, which was then

named Ledbury Key, [ 20]

The Lloyd's location, 15
leagues north of Cape Flori-
da,placed the wreck at about
26%28° , near Delray Beach.

In "Shipwrecks in Florida
Waters," Harx stated that

the British ship FANNY,

Captain Farquar sailing

from Jamsica to Liver-

poel on March 7, 1782,

Cail aground Lo Ehe

northward of Cape Flori=-

da and broke up quickly.

The people aboard her

were rescued by a priva-

teer from Nassau, and
some &f the carge was

also gaved. [21]

The LEDBUHY and FANNY are
included as possible Broward
wrecks until additional data
is compiled.

In 1835 warious wrecks
were beached by hurricanes;
although, with the exception
of the GIL BLAS, little is
known of them.[22]

Commodore RHalph Hunroe, an

expert on  local salvage,
wrote that
Im 1883, the English
steamer THEGURNG, bound
Galveston Eto  Liverpool

v was beached north of
Hillsboro, and the EMILY
B. collected 51,100 sal-=
vage from her underwrit-
ers. [23]

It is not moted, howewv-
er, whether the TREGURNO was
pulled off the beach by the
EHILY B.

On Ocrvober 23, 1BET, the
bargue WIRGIN DE LAS NEVIS,
366 tons, bound from Havana
to New York, went aground 2%
miles =south of Life-Saving
Statien #3, at present day
Delray Beach.All 11 on board
were saved. Records did not
gay that the ship was total-
ed; therefore, it could have
been pulled off.]|24]

Commodore Monros wrote, in

addition, that
In 1888 a bark bound
from Bordeaux to Havana
broke up in the Gulf

Stream somewhere off Ha-
vana in a hurricane, and
casks, kegs and barrels
of wine washed up. HMuch
claret, and inferior HMa-
diecra ,sweel port ,mustard

and candles were scat-
tered from the Keys GEo
Jupiter [im 1BBB].[25]

KNOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECES:

Eites Mot DNefinitely Locat-
ed,

Im 1821 Flarida passed
from Spanish té American

posgession. That same year a
ship of undetermined nation-
ality, the BUPPLY, Captain
Fisher, sailing from Jamaica
to Hevana, heading for the
Cape Verde Islands, wag lost
of f the coast of Florida, at
latitude 26%20°, during a
heavy gale on January 26 of
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that year.[26]

Although 26°20' is at Boca
Raton Inlet im Palm Beach
County, early charts were
inaccurate in both latitude
and longitude. One early
19th century chart depicted
Hillsboro Inlet at 26920°.
Therefore, the remains of
the SUPPLY could be in Brow=
ard County.

The "Gil Blas."

In September 1835 the Span-
ish brig GIL BLAS was driven
aground by a hurricane in
shallow water 9 miles north
aof New River.

The 200 ton,copper sheath-
ed and copper fastened wves-
sel was on her maiden voyage
bound for Spain from Havana.
The hull was not damaged and
could have been re-floated.A
stern ancher had been run
out te keep her from going
farther up on the shore.

The cargo of sugar and ci-
gars was removed by William
Cooley and placed in his New
River storehouse.

On January 6,1836,Cooley's
family was massacred by In-
dians while he and other New
River settlers were continu=
ing te salvage the wreck,

Immediately afterwards, the
settlers fled te Key Bis-
cayne and tock refuge at the
Cape Florida Lighthouse,

On  January 10, settlers
boarded Cooley's large
schooner and several smaller
craft and left the poorly
defended lighthouse for the
safety of Indian Key. Up-
wards of 200 whites and
glaves fled to Indian Key.
There they encountered Jacob
Hausman, & noltorious wrecker
merchant;, and, with his mi-
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litia of 40 to 50 islander
seamen, they threw wp forti-
fications,

According to Cooper Kirk,
Eroward County Historiam,
Cooley then

returned through heavy

seas to the brig GIL

BLAS beached near Hills-

bora Imlet. From this

brig he returned with 2

brass cannons and ample

ballsg: armament consid-
ered capable of repel-
ling an Indian invasion.

[27]

It is reported that other
ships were wrecked in this
hurricane. Kirk continued,

[Major Francis L. Dade]

had inspected the GIL

BIAS cargo stored at the

Cocley trading post on

New River as he swung

along the coast,inspect-

ing the many wrecks
beached by the hurri=
cane. [28]

that

The military

Commander M.P.Hix aboard
the United States Ship
CONCORD lying at anchor
at Tampa Bay, dispatched
Lieutenant Thomas J.Lieb
and midshipman Stanley
and 19 enlisted men on
July 6, 1836, aboard the
schooner HOTTO, with ur-

. gent orders to proceed

to Hillsbore Inlet and
destroy the GIL BLAS...
The MOTTD arrived at the
GIL BLAS on July 23,[18-
36], and according to a
statement given by Lieu-
tepnant Lieb to Justice
Cooley, "did set fire to
the brig GIL BLAS, that
she might become covered
with sand, and that all
Lraces of her might hbe
destroyed to prevent the

feared that
the rampaging Indians would
remove the & tons of lead
remained on the GIL
BLAS, thereby prolonging the
Second Seminole War.

e ey e e e e S e e

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCAL SHIPWRECKS.

1545
1547
1550;
1551
1554

1589

1591:

1595:
1632:

1641
1769:
1782:
1835:
1883

1887
1904

location unknown; listed by Fontaneda.

location unknown; listed by Fontaneda.

location unknown; listed by Fontameda.

location waknown; listed by Fontaneda.

3 naos from the New Spain Armada: S5AN ESTEVAN, SANTA
MARIA DE YCIAR, SANTA MARIA DEL CARMEN; location,pos-
sibly 26°20°.

New Spain Almiranta: lost in deep water, possibly off
Hiami .

at least 29 ships of fleet of 77 were lost sailing
from Havana to Spain.

SANTA MARGARITA: its existence has been challenged.
ALMIRANTA DE HONDURAS and unidentified frigate: pos-
sibly near Hiami.

4 naos from the New Spain Armada: carrying silver;
north of Miami; location unknown.

LEDBURY: Eritish merchant snoew; possibly near Delray
Beach; lecation disputed.

FANNY :British;north of Cape Floridajlocation unknown,
various wrecks: beached by hurricanes.

TREGURND: steamer; north of Hillshore; may have been
pulled off.

VIRGIN DE LAS NEVIS: barque;may have been pulled off.
EZ10N: German barkentine; location unknown.

_15_



Indians ever getting
from her any lead or
other articles which

would be of any use to
them.'[29]

A shallow shipwreck szite
north of Millsboro was im-
vestigated by the Marine Ar-
chaeology Adwisory Council
of the Broward County His-
torical Cossmissiom im 1977,
under & rescarch permit is-
sued by the Florida Depart-
meat of State. The site com-
sisted of a portion of bmll
structure, & large copper
tank and & long sectiom of
keel, nearby. The site had
been worked by several bfrea-
sure hunters prior te this
investigation of 1977. A
sketch map of & portion of
bull structure was made in
1973 by Jerry Lee of Expedi=
tions Unlimited,

The copper sheathed vessel
had been burned, A coin
found by Veronika Stalcup,
who lives near the site, was
dated 1825.The keel lies WHW
in about 8 feet of water,
with am anchor chain leading
of Ishore .

These facts, ples the size
and location of the ship.all
support the theory that it
is the remains of the GIL
BLAS. Howswver,no concluesive
proof has been foond since
s0 little of the ship and
none of its carge resain.
Future iovestigations will
concentrate oa locating the
lead that wvas aboard the GIL
BLAS.

lther Seminole War Ship-
wrecks.

During the 1B835-1B42 Second
Seminole War, south Florida
again became a deadly coast
for castaways.
Led by Arplaka, who was
known an Sam  Jones,
swarming Seminoles raid-
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ed ships from their
headquarters on the Kew
River ... During a gale
on the night of Septem-
ber 7, 1838, the French
brig COURIER de TANPICOD,
bound from Havana to
Bordeaux, drove azhore
near New River Inlet,
north latitude 26°. Say-
ing that bhe killed ocnly
Amcricans, Jooes spared
the survivers because
they were Freachees. Dur-
ing the same gale, the
brig ALMA, bound from
Pertland, Maine, to the
West Indies, foundered
and landed near the
French brig. Descending
upon Lhese onsuspecting
survivors, Jones® warri-
ors massacred all but
three. A Dutchman suc=
cessfully had hidden a-
board the ship, and two
Americans had escaped
inte the mangrove swamps
near the inlet. Within
dayn s second gale swept
ashore the schooners
CAROLINA and CALDONTA
near the other beached
vessels. [30]

The reference to New River
Inlet at 26* latitode in
I8}8 may be correct.The 1825
Tanner msap shows the mouth
of the New River aear 26%1°,
below the Danis Pier, & or 5
miles south of the preseat
lecation. The 1858 Ives map
shows the south of NSew River
at 2%, wvhich is socoth of
present day Hollywood Beach
Boulevard. [11] Betwess JEE7
and 1935 the river =sptied
near Hahia Mar, or 0Old Fort
Lauderdale. The preseat Port
Everglades Inlet haz been
ased since 1928.

Life=Saving Stations.

Captain Dennis O'Neill
discoversed south Florida for

himself in 1BT1. Then, &8 a
voung man of twenty, 0'Neill
sailed aboard a schooner
that was bound from Central
America o Boston with a
load of mahogany.The schoon-
er was wrecked nesr what is
known today as Hillsbore In-
let. 0°Neill oftem told the
story of his first landing
in Flerida. He reccunted how
be rode ssbore on a mabogany
leg, through a school eof
sharks. [32]

Ia 1873 aoother Broward
witch showed Lhe oeed for a
life-saving station om this
desolate coast.

An Qctober Imrricane

wrecked a ship nesr what

is today Hollywood Flor-
ida. But,it wvas several
weeks befare the starv-
ing survivers were dis-
covered accidentally ...
and news of the sailors’'

plight reached Sumner
Kimball, BSuperintendent
of the United States

Life=Saving Station in
Washington.[33]
No further descriptiom of
this veasel was given.

In 1876 Kimball ordered
the conatruction of coastal
bouses of refuge, or life=
saving statioms, from just
porth of Deytoma to Biscayne
Bay.S5tation #31 was at Orange
Grove, which is present day
Belray Beach, 3% wmiles south
of Lake Worth. Statiom #%&
eriginally was beilt mnear
preacot  day Sunrise Houle-
vard, Fort Lavderdale, where
the lusber wvashed ashore af-
ter being off-loaded from a
schooner., In 1891 Station &
was moved south om rollers
te the south of the Bew Riv-
ef, near Lthe site of the old
Fort Lauderdale snd present
day Hahia Mar.

During the winter of 1BBS/
1886, Professor HNathaniel
Southgate Shaler of Harvard
University and two students,
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Quimby and Bean, were cap-
siged in a sailing dory om
Hillsbore Bar. They lost
guns ; instruments and belong-
ings.[34] Their pilot was a
man named Coman, keeper of
the Fort Lauderdale house of
refuge .

The dory beached and Steve
Andrews, of Orange Grove
Life=Saving Station #3, met
thes with an ox team and
tock them Lo Lake Worth.

Coman was revarded with &
good position with the Dnit-
ed States Geological Sarvey.
Frofessor 3Shaler later is-
wued a report callsd "The
Topography of Florida, 1890.%

Late 19th Century Ship-
wrecks .

in Seprember 7,1887, the 271
ton barque ALEXANDER NICK-
ELS, out of MNew York City,
bound [rom Matanzas West In-
dies, to Boston with a carge
of pugar, was lost 1% miles
south of New River. The ves-
sel was worth 58,000; the
cargo, §37,500. Total loss
wan J&5 . 500. There were six
men om board, one of whom
was lost.[35]

In & bad storm on Octoher
10,1884, the Britizsh barken-
tine GEORGIE, Captain Paul
LeBlanc, suffered total loss
whes (L wvent ashore 2 miles
morth of Hillsboro.|[36]

On May 26,1899 . the steamer
COFEXRAGEN of Glasgow, Scobt=
land Haster Hones , 3297 toms,
ran agrousd & milesz morth of
Fort Lauderdale Statiom #5.
The ship was worth 5250,000;
the cargo,512,550. All carge
was loat; all 25 on board
vere saved.[37]

Commodore Ralph Munroe of
Coconut Grove shed addition=-
al light. The carge of coal
wis unloaded by the centri-
fugal pumps of the Herrit
and Chapman Wrecking Cosmpa=
ny;lormerly the Coast Wreck-

"Shipwrecks of Broward County”

ing Company. "The COPENHAGEN
wias wnloaded, patched up,
pumped out ,and ready to pull
off. Then came a wire from
Herritt and Chapman, '"Abap-
dan COPENHACEN and send ocat-
fit te New York." The Hobo-
ken fire had lefr 3 nosber
of ships sunk at the piers.
It was msore important to
Lloyds [of London] to ds
imsrdiate work im New Tork
than to save the resnants of
the COPENHAGEX, and her
frames wtill lie on the
Hillsboro Rocks™ four miles
south of the Hillsboro [a-
let.[38)

Another bit of COPENHAGEN
lore came to light ia Cooper
Kirk's oral history inter=
view with Elizabeth H. War~-
ren, an 85 year old pioneer
whoe had lived in Pompano
Beach. She recalled that the
crew of the grounded ship
had brought ashore articles
to sell and that her father,
Isanc Hardy ,bought the ship
bell, It was so heavy that 2

men were required to move
it. The bell was hung in his
farmyard and was used to
call his sons in from the
fields until it was stolen.
[39]
Shortly after the COPENEA-
CEN wenl agroand,
the English tramp steas-
er, 5T. OSWALD, Captain
Curtis, bound from Balti-
mare Lo Vers Crur with
1,800 tons of coal went
aground sooth of Eew Ri=-
wer.lt was floated free.
s8]
The Merrit-Chapsan Wrecking
Company was awarded approxi-
mately 520,000 for pulling
of f the ship.[51]

20th CENTURY SHIFWRECKS.

According te Eugene E,. Wil-
ey
. James B. Vreeeland,Jr.,
who was an B year old
boy when he came to the
house of refuge(#d) with
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A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF KNOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECKS.

1821: SUPPLY: unknown matiomality; 26%21°latitude; possibly

Falm Beach County.

1835: GIL BLAS: Spanish brigimorth of Hillsbara.

1838:

COUNIER DE TAMFICD: Freach brigantine:; about 26%.

IR38: ALMA: Assrican brigsatime; aboutl 26%; survivors sos=

sacred by Indians.
JE3E:
IB38: CALDONIA:

CARGLINA: schoomer; about 246%,
schooner; sbout 26%.

1871: Mahogaoy wreck: schooner; nesr Hillsboro.

187): wreck: near Hollywood.

1885=B6: capsized dory:Hillsbore bar;lost guns, isstrusents.

late 1800s: Browm"s silver bar wrech:

location unknows.

late 1300s: Jenniags”™ privateer:iron gumns;locatiom wnkoowm.

1BAT :
1687 :
1899
1909
1913;
1942

ALEXANDER NICEKELS: 271 toa American barque; 1% miles
south of New River, Fort Lauderdale.

GEORGIE: British barkentine; 2 miles north of Hills-
boro, possibly the same as the Barefoot Hailman site.
COPENHAGEN: 3297 ton steamer;Glasgowv,Scotland ;6 miles
nocrth of Life-Saving Station 04, 4 to 5 miles south
of Hillsboro.

schooner:near house of refuge,Life-Saving Station #4.
ALICE HOLBROOK: 772 ton American schooner;B miles NNE
of Life-Saving Station #4,

German submarine,sunk in 380'of water off Dania Pier,
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SHIPWRECKS OF
BROWARD COUNTY
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KEY:

Krown wiscks

:mu natl deliniely located) sk
BR = Britigh

FA = French

US - United S1ales

G - Gaman

FLU - regstry wniknown
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his father, remsesbered
the hurricane of 1909
which wrecked a Eey West
bound schooner near the
house., The entire crew
reached the houses in
safely and stayed at the
bouse wotil they wvere
picked up and transport-
ed home. He recalled as-
other boat that was
wrecked carrying rail-
rosd Lies bound for Cuba
[probably the ALICE BOL-
BROOK]|. The ties wers
strevn all uwp and dowm

the beach.[42]

On April 19,1913, the four
masted schooner ALICE HOL-
BROOK ran aground on a reef
E miles KNE of Fort Lauder-
dale station #&. It was 772
tons ,registered New York Ci-
ty,bound Baltimore to Matan-
za ,Cuba, wader the direction
of Captain Ellis,and carried
a cargo of railroad ties. It
alse was reported to bave
been carrying coal. The cap-
tain stayed at Hillsboere
Lighthouse for several
verks, hoping to salvage his
ship,but it wvas destroyed in
a second storm one week la-

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF KNOWN LOCAL SM1PWRECK SITES.

1.
2.
3.
4.
3.
6.
7.

£
9.

10.
1.
12.
13.

14,
15.
16,

17,
18,

1715 Silver Discs,1715; Pompano; worked by Sea Labs Ex=
ploration,Inc.; silver disce,dated 1714, ,were wncovered,
Barefoot Mailman wreck: copper sheathing; cannons and
cannon balls; raised in the 1950s. Possible silver sam-
ples and a figurehead found in the 1920s.

Stone hull impression, off Hollyweod.

Deerficld wreck: sailing ship; morth of Deerfield Pier.
Hallandale site #1: 1714=1740; under beach; possibly
British; cannons and artifacts recovered.

Diplomat wreck: Hallandale site #2; believed to be part
ef the ship at Hallandale site #1.

Jade beach wreck: ballast pile, vood planking, copper
sheasthing.

Pompano: mid 18th cestury wreck,dated by John Brasdon.
GIL BLAS: 1B35; Spanish brig; copper sheathing;probable
pite is north of Hillsbore.

Fort Lasderdale wreck.,off the Birch Estate . oear Susriss
Boulevard, also called the Senrise wreck, about 1B40.
wreck on chart: usideatified.

Guest site: zinc ballast bars;1.7 miles sorth of sewage
outfall, & to & blocks south of Howard Johmsous, under
the beach.

Guest site §2: bottles and clay pipes; under the beach,
of f Jackson Strect, south of the Hollywood Beach Hotel,
Hollywood, Florida.

wooden barge: early 1900s junder the beach at Wharf Res-
taurant ;Launderdale-By-The-5Sea.

Ammunition ship: (on chart);live .50 calibre ammunition
was found,

Cumberland: barge,the Cement ship; clrca 1920;0n chart,
RICHHOND: schooner; 1926 ;under sand at Point of Americas.
ELIZABETH: freighter, the China wreck; circa 1920; be-
lieved destroyed by the United States Navy.

"Shipwrecks of Broward County"

ter. Thomas Knight was the
lighthouse keeper at that
time. [&43]

World War II.

World War II agaim brought
tragedy to our shores. While
the land war was a continest
away, the sea war was st cur
door. German submarines pa-
trolled the shipping lanes
of fshore and torpedoed ships
withia a few miles of the
beach. Some crippled ships
reached shallow water before
sinking. Little appeared in
pevspapers, however, doe to
governmenl Censors.

Harold A. Wayne was a Fort
Lauderdale charter boat cap-
tain from 1938 to I978. He
recalls that, in early 1942,
some private vessels were
used for patrel duty and
that their captains were
given a Coast Guard rating.
Mr.Wayne, who elected to not
donate his boat to the go-
vernment, continued charter
fishing during the War.

The War was brought bome
in December 1942 when cadic~
equipped Navy Grumman fight-
er bonkers and PEY amphibi-
ous planes apprehended a Na-
zi subsarine on the surface

and sank it im 3BD feet of
sater, directly off Dania
Fier.

Kavy frogmen cut a bole in
the wreck several days later
and removed the ship's pa-
pers. GCersan sSErvivors were
brought ashore im Fort Lau-
derdale and were treated st
Brovard General Hospital.

After a Navy boat hit an
obstruction in 1943 or 1944,
the Navy imitiated a policy
of blewing up shallow water
wrecks which were hazardous
to navigation, Their success
is one reason why there are

fow, identifiable 20th cen=
tury shipwrecks off eur
ConsLS.
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ENOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECK SITES.
18th Century Wreck Sites.
The Silver Discs Site.

The wicioms Burricane of
1715 seat the cosbined New
Spain and Tierra Firma Arma—
ds to the bottom near Sebas-
tian [nlet and Vero Beach.
These wrecks were especially
rich because war had delayed
the fleet for one full year.

Ten ships carrying gold
and BSpanish silver cobs,
{coins cut from silver bar
stock and stamped) , were lost
during that horricane.

Im 1960 Kip WHagner an-
nounced the discovery of
Spanizh coins along the
coast of Florida, in the vi-
cimnity of Schastisn Inlet.

The Real Eight Company and
Treasure Salvors, loc., oven-
tually found and salvaged 7
of these ships. The other 3
pever were found, Tt is pre-
sumed that they are strewn
at other points along the
eapt coast of Florida,

Beveral silver discs dated
1714 have been recovered,
under Florida permit E#-19,
from a wreck off Pompano by
Sea Labs Exploratiom, Inc.
This and other inforsstion
suggest that the vessel
might be coe of the missing
1715 ships.Potter calls this
the Silver Discs site. [&&]

There are other imdica-
tioas of early Spanish
wrecks in Broward's vaters.
Robert Marx,in & later book,
"Buried Treasure of the Uni-
ted States,” stated that

about a mile nporth of

Fort Lauderdale at

Hilluboro Rocks, many

spanish silver coins

from the late 16th cen-

‘tury washed ashore dur-

ing stromg northeast

storms. In 1967, a fish-
crman saccidentally found

a beautiful jewel-stud-

-20-

ded sword handle, which
he sold for $15,000.[45)

In 1969 Bill Hald found a
13 foot stockless anchor im
BS feet of water, decply e
bedded in a reef of f Hallan-
dale. Dae fluke vas bent, as
though it bad held a ship
during burricane force winds
before being lost. Large
stackless anchors of this
type typically were used by
Spanish galleons in the 17th
and 18th centuries. The an=
chor has been at Hald's Fort
Lapderdale home since he
raised it in 1973.

Commodore Munroe wrole
about beachcomber 0Old Man
Brown who had a ssall soli-
tary house om New River
Sound,not far from the south
end. No date was given, just
a reference to the ecarly
days of Biscayne Bay, i.e.,
possibly the 1880s.

Walking the beach af-
ter a hurricane, Brown
found two bars of metal
exposed by the cutting
avway of the sand, which

he took to he lead.
Shortly, after, in Key
West, bhe =old them as

lead, and soon after,
beard that they were
really silver. Hasteaing
bsck to the New River,
bhe found that the surf
bad already coversd the
spol with sand so deeply
that b# could find
nothing moere. [56]

This find stirred con-
siderable interest,and a
treasure hunting expedi=
tion was financed by a
Carolinian named Jen-
nings, The whole affair
got inte the papers with
a wolid page in the "New
York Sunday Herald.®
While searching the New
River areca, this group
did find the tisbers of
a second wreck, am  old

privateer surrounded by
cast iron guns. Several
of these were recovered
and moonted as decora-
tions in the lake fromt
wall of the Clarke pro-
perty in  Pales Beach,
which now occupiss the
zite of "Cap™ Dimmick's
old hotel, the Coconut
Grove House.[47]

No location was given for

thiz wreck.

Hunroe stated that Jen-
ning's group eventually

got on the timbers of

[Brown's] wreck, and ac-

tually found some Ccuri=

csities and a few coins,

but mever recovered amy-

thing of substastial
value. [48)
A probable locatiom is

given by Huarce’s siatement,
There wvas a small canal
cul during the Seminole
War between New River
and HWillsbore, by which
one could go quite near
te Hillsbore Rocks,where
Brown was pmaid to have
picked up his bars.[49]
This would be in the vicini-
ty of Pompano Beach. Browm's
silver bars may have been
part of the carge from the
Silver DHacs wreck.

The Barefoot Mailmas Wreck.

This wreck, located directly
off the Baréfcot Mailman Ho=
tel, possibly is an 18th
century wreck. It is buried
deep in sand wnder 12 feeot
of water and has been worked
heavily in the past.

While diving at the site
in the mid 19505, Dwight
Hiller found hull structure,
a cannon ball clump and sev-
eral cannons which were sal-
vaged and displayed at An-
cicat America.,s former suse-
mmn on Federal Righeay. S5il-

BROWARD LEGACY



ver ©oins alse were found.

A 1941 sevspaper article
discussed an interesting
wreck which could be the
Barefoot Mailman wmite. It
described 3 salvage attempt
in the late 19204 of a sup-
posed galleon just soerth of
Hillsboro. The ship was bur-
ied deeply in sand, under 20
feet of water.

The JESSIE B. SHAW, a Her-
rit-Chapman-Scott steam tug,
blasted a hole in the sand
with its prop wash.A caisson
was built around the site
and long power drills bored
into the wreck. Silver shav-
ings were reported om the
drill flanges.By afterncon a
sudden  northeaster prevented
divers from going dowm in
the caisson, and the project
was abandoned.[50]

The sea reburied ber prize
and another shipwreck mys-
tery slipped back bensath
the Brovard sands.

A Lasting Impression.

In the 1960s Robert Little,
Bp., found an interesting
impression of a keel and its
frames, 70-B0 feet long, in
the coguina rock off Holly=
wvood. Apparestly, sand and
coral hasd concreted around
the ball and had created a
periect mold after the wood
had disintegrated.

The site is in a sand val-
ley I5=-30 feet deep, between
twe coral ridgea. It lies
about % mile offshore, south
of Hollywood Boulevard.

Little believen that it is
either a nao or another very
early ship,

Two large ringed anchors,
in the Spanish style, were
found south of the hull near
a copcreted outline that may
conceal canmons. The smaller
anchor had a severely beat
shank.

“Bhipurecks of Broward Couomty™

Little theorizes that the
snchors may have been lost
and the cannons jettisoned

e o e

WENT ASHORE

*Ackoworth™ Went Ashora
But Was Ralessd
By The Wreckers

The smack “Ada” eamo in the
port  yesterday afternoon from
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about her like bees.
"Louise™ arrived they, wit
bers of the crew, set about remoy-

|

went on the reefl sarly Monday
morning. Fortunately the sea was
light and she rested easy until ex-
tricated, It is said that her master
made a contract with the wreckers
to remove her for $10,000 and that
he paid this amount to them before
sailing.

Sgarg T T MELR W T RO P
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as the ship was driven north
to its final grave.

The Deerficld Sreck.

The Deerfield wreck is morth
of the Deerficld Beach pier.
A keel with a large bronze
gudgeon pin was found,

An excellent magnetometer
gurvey covering this area
wis undertaken by Marty Hel-
ach in 1976 or 1977. Copies
of the a#urvey are &t the
Deerfield Beach City MHall
and at the Florida Atlantic
University Department of
Dcean Engineering.

There were scveral good
mugnetometer "hits,” but on-
ly an dron gratimg and
desd=cyes have been found at
this wreck.

The Hallandale Wreck.

In the fall of 1960, while
spearfishing in 15 feet of
water off the Hallandale
beach, two high school sen-
iors stumbled uwpon the re-
mains of an old shipwreck.
One of the students, Jim
Ward, is presently a sember
of the Marine Archasslogical
Advisory Council of the
Broward County Historical
Commission.The other studeat
was Jim Spoonts of Holly-
windad .

This shipwreck vas located
approximately 150 feet south
of Hallandale Beach Boule-
vard. Upom imitial obaerva=-
tion, the wreck revealed at
least 10 to 12 cannons, one
anchor ,and some ballast rock
and decaving timbers. Subse=
quent searches in this and
adjacent areas uncovered pu=
merous small arvifacts such
as cannon and mushet balls,
grapeshoi, casnister shot,
spikes and other mctal hard-
ware and ship's fitlings.

Lacking the financial re-

=Jl=



gources Lo irh'pl.t-rnt-nt. an ap=
propriate =salvage expedi-
tion,Jim Ward consulted with
his employer, Dave Bellack,
whe owned & dive shop at
Hollywood Beach. Bellack,te=-
gether with Ward, Spoonts
and members of the Hollywood
Reef Raiders Dive Club, then
made application to Cthe
trustess of the Florida In-
flernal Tmprovement Fund for
a permit to salwvage arti-=-
facts from the shipwreck.

They also corresponded
with Hendel Peterson,Curator
of Harine Antiguities for
the Smithsonian Institute,in
order to gather information
regarding the preservation
of metal artifacts recovered
after loeng term submersion
in salt water.Per Peterson's
directions, Jim Ward con-
structed preservabtion tanks
and purchased chemicals and
supplies for the restoration
of the cannons and other ar-
tifacts.

With the full knowledge of
the Internal Improvement
Board in Tallahassees, the
group initciated the removal
and preservation of small
artifacts from the wreck
site,

In December 1960 the group
approached officials from
the City of Hallandale and
sought permission to bring
the anchor 1% of the
cannopgé onte Hallandale's
beach with the assistance of
a tow trock and 400 f[fest of
cable.Permission was granted
by Robert F.Williams Hallan-
dale City Clerk.However , when
the cannons and anchor were
brought onto the beach, the
Hallapndale Police Depart-
ment, acting under Williams®
direction, confiscated the &
cannons and anchor. The div=
ers wers threaténed with ap-
rest if they interfered with
the confiscation.

The cannons and the anchor
were then removed to  the

and

=37=

Hallandale city garage where
the prezervation process
coneisted of w#athing mare
than 30 days submersion in
fresh water and several
coats of Rustoleum paint ., The
chemicals 4and preservation
tanks purchased by Jim Ward
were offered to the City of
Hallandale but they were re-
fused. Improper preservation
accounts foar the current
state of surface deteriora=-
tion on both the cannons and
the anchor.

Fortunately, the other ap-
tifacts, those that escaped
confiscation by the City of
Hallandale, were properly
preserved and are in excel=
lent condition. These are in
the possession of Jim Ward.
Among them is a small swivel

gun. He intends to donate
these artifacts at a future
date to the people of Brow-
ard County.

Az & result of the Holly-

wood/Hallandale Beach res-
toration project, the wreck
now is covered by several

feect of sand. It (s belisved
that as many as & additional

cannons and numerous arti-
facts remain at the wreck
site,

Other artifacts  removed

during the 1960=1961 salvage
include a brass drawing com=
pass, approximately 4" long,
and a lead seal from Barcy
Brothers of London, England,
which produces Cutty Sark
whiskey.
Correspondence
Brothers has revealed

with Barrcy
that

BELOW: 1962, royval crest |3 wisible. Six Hallandale cannons are in open storage prier to
being mounted on carriages at Hallandale City Hall, At they tume the cannons had the
fame appearance a5 whon thay had been lost 200 vears earlier. [Jim Ward] ABOVE
RIGHT: 1283, anchar from the sama Hallandale wreck undergoing restoration at the
Marina Archaeology Advisory Council Pressrvation Lab in Fort Lauderdale, Flosida,
Anchor is being lifted into vat, Mote: Shank was already bent when found off the Hallan-
dale beach in 1962, Bill Raymond is at tha right. BELOW RIGHT: 1962, raval crost
with “G.R.." (George Aex) visible, Crest first was used in the year 1714, The eannon was
made in England. Mote; the English broad arrow, below the crest, was used on all crown

property. [Jim Ward]
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"Shipwrecks of

Broward County"

the use of this seal was
discontinued asbout 1740, A
date or marking on one of
the CANOORS is T=1=170%

Hende Feterson believes
Lhat this sas a casting
date, although controversy
surrounds this opimion. This

cannon bDears The crest and

initials of George Rex. In
hiz book “Treasure Diver s

Guide.”™ Joha S. Potter isdi-
cates that this s=
common uwse on Eagli
after Q1704.|51} hus, the
vreck could date between the
years 1716 and 1750.

Hende| Peterson also stat-
ed that the ballast rock wvas
characteristic of the Lype
carried on English ships
This, along with the English
cannon and lead seal has led
to speculation that the ship
probably was British. Howev=
er, this cannot be stated as
fact wmince the same ship
could fly under many flags
during this period of histo-
Y.

AL the time of the cannon
confiscation, Hallandale Ci-
ty Clerk Williams, a history

buff, stated to the press

that the shipvreck was a
relic f the War of Jenkins
Ear Although this poassi-
Bility exists, there iz m
factual basiz for his stale-
——

furthermsore . it is doabtful
that 2 maval Daltle woi
have sunk a ship so near the
beach, n water barely desy
encugh (o float her A burri-

cane  hovever commonly drives
ships over the reefs and
Sinks Lhem near the beach

According to Jim Ward,
there 18 a second wreck site
lovated approximately % mile
north of the Hallandale

“im 1700 & Dirliishy ssaman named Jesking wes
dapiuredl By he Spamish, whme cud ol iy sar
Tha ®ad, which Jenkins haid Dinkboead, =88
hewn hefode the English Hause af Camempnn,
which declared war on Soain. Thik hriel sar
Berame hnown 8 the War of Jensing” Ea



site, directly off the Di-
plomat Hotel in Hollywood.
Because the ballast, timbers
and metal fittings are iden-
tical to those at the Hal-
landale site, Ward belicves
that this is a part of the
same wreck. This mite also
was covered by the 1979
beach restoration project.
In January 1982, the Hal-
landale City Commission ap=
proved the necessary funds
to properly restore and pre-
serve the anchor and 6 can-
nons that had been confisca-
ted in 1960. Irondcally, it
recently was discovered that
the State of Florida had a-
warded a salvage permit to
Jim Ward, Dave Bellack and
the other fisders. Unfortu-
nately, bowever, they mever
were potified of this ac—
tion. Thos the artifacis re-
mained with Hallasdale. [52)

The Lagoe Mar Cannons.

In 1957 John Noyes and Bob
Davis, Fort Lauderdale div=
ers, located and raised 8
cannone off Lage Mar, about
§ mile nmorth of Port Ever-
glades. Lying in twoe rows of
four, these had been on a
hard bottom in &5 fest of
water. There was no boltom
profile, ballast or other
wrichage. One camnon bas
been cleancd of coral, but
not preserved, and is on
display at Ocean World in
Fort Lauderdale. A aecond,
#imilar cannon s coral em-
crusted and immersed in the
porpoise tank there. John
Noyer believes that the oth-
gre are the same size. The
Harine Archacology Advisory
Council proposes Gto Ereat
these cannons wvhen funds be-
come available.

The cleaned cannds i Dol
loaded but is open te the
touchbole The sncrusted can-
Bof appears the sase. The

=2k~

bore of the cleaned cannon
measures 6.0 ceatimeters,
i.B8., 2.75" inzide the cor=
rosion.and 7.75 centimcters,
i.e., ).1" at the largest
point. Thus, the guns are 2,
3 or & pounders. The leagth
is 111 centimcters, or &3.5%.
The absence of other arti-
facts indicates that they
could have been jettisoned
by an endangered wessel.

Although no inferences are
drawn to Broward County, "In
Harch 1741 the HHMS WOLF, a
14 gun sloop, Captain's name
not given,was wrecked on the
Esst Coast of Florida. These
British War sloops gemerally
carried B regular irom can-
nons and 12 swivel guns, alzo
called patererces,which wvere
counted a5 half a gun.™ The
WOLF is noted only because
aof its probable oumber of
canpnons. [53]

The Jade Beach Wreck.

Another old wreck lies off
the Ses Watch Restaurant in
Pompano, in 12 to 15 feet of
water. Local diver Tom Hol=
land has reported a ballast
pile in & morth-south direc=
tion. Below this is copper
sheathed hull planking,amaz-
ingly well preserved and
beld by copper omils.

Holland bas Tound bandsade
broaze spikes.Ballast stooes
were coconut sized or smal-
ler.

Lecal divers have nased
this the Jade Beach wreck,
after an earlier pame for
the beach adjacent to the
site,

19th CENTURY WRECK SITES.

Im 1979=B0 John Brandon's
Marine Archasological Re=
search and Salvage
briefly exsmined & shallew
water site of f Fompans.

Within 200 wyards offshore
he found desd-eyes, ballast
stone, irom ballast bars,
spikes and other items in a
trough that ran toward the
beach.

Haximssm water depth was
about 15 feet, with vreckage
extending alsost to the
beach. The site is under &
or T feet of sand. Good mag=

netomeler "hits' were re-
corded .
Brandon identified the

site as mid 19th century and
did no excavation after dat-
ing the site.

The Senrise or Fort Lawder-
dale Wreck.

In 1957 John Noyes discov-
ered a wreck om the Hills-
boro Ridge in 12 to 18 feet
of water, just over % mile
off the Birch estate, south
of Sunrise Boulevard im Fort
Lauderdale. From this wreck
he raised bronze spikes;
brass tacks; small ballast
rock; & marlin spike with a
square point; a brass hinge,
doorknob and padlock; broken
wine and champagne bottles;
pottery shards; coal; and a
sounding lead, which is now
on exhibit at the Chicage
Flasetarios.

More important were a sex=
tant marked V. Hogg, Lom-
don,”™ & silver spoon marked
"F.Barnes & Co. ,London,™ and
a nomber of Spanizsh coins
dated betwesan 1777 and 1839.
The 183% coin is a & reale
and is marked “lsabel 2 Por
La Graza De Dics La Const.”
It was punched at the Lop
with & square hole which,
possibly, had been made by
the marlinspike.

Alsc found was an object
that appears to be a brass
canon ball msold used te cast
a 2 pound, 25" ball.This may
be the same size ball an had
been used by the caonon B
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at Ooean World.

That cannon was
miles to the south
Sunrise wreck. Protruding
from the sand is about 10
feet of mast, made of a hard
wood and unaffected by ship-
worms . Attached to the mast
iz an diron band, 15 to 18"
in diameter.

Calling it the Fort Laud-
erdale Wreck, Potter wrote

While surveying wreck
sites, Colonel Frank F.
Tenney's team located a
wreck yielding many in-
tersating artifactes and
a number of Spanish
coins dating from 1772
ta 1816.The Januwary 1965
moralorilum on leanes
preveanted Colons=l Teaney
from obtaining rights to
the site, and the recowv-
eries were turned over
to the State.|54]

found 1%
of the

Hollywood Wrecks.

In 1979 Rick Cuest, a Holly-
wood Llifeguard, reported a
wreck 75 wyards off the beach
in & to B feet of water. The
gite wag directly off the
lifeguard stand at the ond
of Jackson Street, 4 blocks
south of, what was then, the
Florida Bible College which
now is under restoration as
the Hoellywood Beach Hotel.
The date of the wreck is
unknown. However,Guest found
a clay pipe, shaped like a
corn €ab, and a wine bottle.
Guest ,a bottle collecter who
dated the bottle from a per=
iod between 1870 and 1903,
believes that it was free
hlown im a4 turn mold. On the
keel was a rectangular metal
box and a pile of anchor
chain with links 6" by 3" or
4" . The wreck was covered by

gand durimg the 1979 beach
restoration.
Guest reported a second

"Shipwrecks of Broward County"

gite one mile further morth,
i.me., & to 6 blocks south of
Howard Johnsons Restaurant.
It wag 50 vards offshore amnd
consisted of zinc=lead alloy
ballast bars that weighed
from 28 toe 35 pounds each.
He recovered 15 or 20 bars
and at least that many still
were visible.Simce then,this
gite also has been covered
by beach restoration sand.
Analysis of a bar shows it
toe be 94% zinc and 4% com-
bined lead and iron,the lat-
ter less than 1%.

20th Century Wreck Sites.

An early 20th century wooden
barge is buried under the
beach at Lauderdale=By=The=
Sea.[55]

In 1979 the Marine Archae-
ology Advisory Council ,under
the direction of State Un-
derwater Archasologist W. A.
Cockrell, excavated timbers
under the beach, 100 yards
north of Anglin's Pier. Its
heavy, rectangular construc-
tion and an absence of sail-
ing rigging led Cockrell te
determine that it wag a
turn-of-the-century  barge.
The timbers still remain un-
der the beach.

Offshore from the Sea
Watch Restaurant,in 25 te 30
feet of water,on the sutside
of the Hillsboro Ridge, lies
a stesl ghip. Quite large,il
iz parallel to the reef and
has steel frames that pro-
trude 10 feet abowe the bot-
Lom.

Acrozss the reef and inside
the ship can be found .50
calibre ammunition. Thus, it
has been dubbed the Ammani-
tion ship. Howewver, the am=-
munition may be from World
War [l aerial target prac-
tice, and the wreckage could
be the remains of the =team-
er COPENHAGEN, which sank in
1899,

The CUMBERLAND is believed
to be a barge that pessibly
gank prior to the dredging
of Port Everglades between
the years 1925 and 1928,

It lies % mile off the
Ocean Manor Hotel on the
Galt Ocean Mile,% mile south
of the Lauderdale-By-The-5ea
city line on the Hillsboro
Ridge, in 10 feet of water.
Harine Acchaeology Advisory
Council member John Moyes
has recovered the brass
nameplate from the ship. It
was carrying cement in bar-

‘rele which hawve been found

as far south as Oakland Park
Baulevard. It also has been
called the Cement ship and
was w2ed as a naval aerial
target during World War IIT.

While excavating im 1970
or 1971 for the FPoint of
Americas Condominium, imme-
diately north of the Port
Everglades Inlet,the schoon-
er RICHMOND was uncovered
beneath the sand. Don Sears,
from the Universicy of Flor-
ida at Gainesville, identi-
fied it and stated that it
had been lest during the
1926 hurricane. [56]

Off Hollywood, in &0 to BO
feet of water,near 2691° la-
titude, lies the remains of
the freighter ELIZABETH. On
pautical charts it is de-
picted as a blue area, i.e.,
as an obstruction that rises

bt within 30 Ffeet of the
surface.
Local divers report that

it was vigible,from the sur=
face, in the 1950s. It has
been called the China wreck
becauze of its cargo.

The ELIZABETH was dynamit-
ed and completely destroyed
by United States Navy div-
ers, however., During the Hel-
lywood/Hallandale beach res-
toration project conducted
in 1977-78, Sub-Oceanic Con-
gsultamts, Inc,., could find no
trace of 1L,
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CONCLUSION.

Shipwrecks are archacologi-
cal time capsules. Each one
represents an arrested mo-
ment in history, often mot
recorded in amy other way.

One purpose of this arti-
cle is to stisulate public
marencss of the rich beri-
tage that lies off Broward's
shores. [Due Lo improper pre-
servalion techanigques andfor
insdverteat removal by peo-
ple who are wnavare of their
pistorical significance many
artifacts already have been
lost.

As sdditional research oa=
covers obew facts and msore
wrecks,it is hoped that this
dats will enhance our under-
standing of local history,
not result In the destruc=
tion of its artifacts.

Buch efforti, like the ca=
non restorations by the Ha=
rine  Archacsology Advisoy
Committes, are commendable.
However, additional public
fovolvement is needed in or-
der to locate new sites; to
PreEserve those artifacts
that already have been re-
moved, apd te protect the
ship wrecks that still lie
off our coast.

Like Treasure Izland,
Broward County's Gold Coast
bolds secrets of galleoa
gold aad silver piecces of
eight. Her real Ereasure,
bowewver, iz 30 years of sn-
written history im the wood
amd the iroa and the lives
that have been lost off-
shore . BL
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