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Behind the Scenes

hare @ @0 aonic tast in i history of the Hilsbare River/Canad, located in

T the mast northeen part of Browand County, The wateway feally B of local

siynificance only, amd faw of the several farming establithvments which gprang

up along its banks and within i envnom heve sirdived. Thin situation, how

wwer, murely replicates the history of southeast Flooda’s frshwiater conduits,

Coastol sites, alone, afong these walerways provded the respurces. and attrac-

tiors esseiitial to the evolution of modern eities while wpland regions experienced difli-

culty bn suppart g and nourshing evin small agricultural commaunities s growih was
hampered by obstacles imposed by fhe very existence of the Everglades.

Bow thar uplend comditions have besn ameliorated by contamporary drmnage and
reclamation technigués, donsely populated cities still do not dot soathrast Florda's
watirways and environs, [ronically, walsr mansgement issees, and not sgricuttural de-
mancds, are the presmptive conceins in this region. Thus, the development of laige-scale
upland communitios must sermender To wsler COMBETVETION Wi e that are designed to
pecommodats an inoredssng €oaial mopulation,

The first part of an illuminating article sbout the history of the Hillsboro, wiitben by
Kenneth Hughes, apgears in this issue, The second and Fingl pert will be published in g
ot o Highes b engaged in sevsral historscal entorprses which include, dneer afa,
researeh into the history of south Flodda's military forts and the recosery and presena
tion of artifacts.

Another natiés Floridian, Bill Raymond, 4 not only o greduite geobogst but he i an
activist in local marine atfasrs. In & profesboned chpecity, he hes asisted in the restoeation
of Broward County's besches, These sctivities led to hig sppaimtmant as chairpenon of
the Historical Commasion's Marine Archasology Advieory Council. Raymond presaied
oyer thy council's firit undersking, the exploration of & marine site which, possibly, he
encapiylated the remaind of the birg Gif Bles.

In his stcle, which detals the exploration af the site and remains, Raymond traces
the history of the historscal bBrg, explaing the council's investigations, drows some coneiu:
gons wnd closes with sallent recommendations for marine pressration

In the 1890s G B, Hinckisy and his wile owned and operated railiosd restsarants @
Savannah and Waycross, Georgia, in additicn [o porticipating in other enterprises. Bun
they needed & place in the balmy climate of southeastorn Florida for rdaxation. The
meprint of anartch from The Mami Mefropois describies the hide-aeay amd tropical par-
dise which they created. Por two gensrations, south Flodidians flocked to the Hinckleys'
ploce 10 ogle the megnificent ropical nunery, in gensral, and the temendous Banyen
tree, an particular, That Banyan was known & the "two million dollar tree.” A local
receient once smsarmed that he would pay that amount of monsy 1o heve the freg in his
o i ard whan, im fact, he hand |y cowld pay his mesger propemy taxes,

The Hinckloy place, located on the north bank of the Danda cut-off canal, today face
destruction or aleration because of the expansion of the Fort Lauderdabe Hollywosd
Intermationsl Alrpodt,

BB Tawm vitited Hinckley in 1900 and then authored owr repnnted article. Tatum
hid purchassd The Wik Metropals in December VBB, Seviral years later he became
one of the greatest real estate entreprencuns in all of souih Floreda. Among his dealing
wis 4 1908 transaction whene he asociated with RP. Davie in one development of
30,000 acies of land. That stsociation led to the founding of Davie, Florida, Tatum
wis among & large numbier of Bartow, Florida, eilzens who hed emigrated 1o Miami,
Hollandale and Danka during 1898 and 1889, Another smigrant was maerchant Wilkipm
Burdine.

in 1898 F.J. West and AW, Bood of lows settled a quarter of a mile froam the Danda
depot. They planted a citrs grove on their land holdings on Tigerusil iland, which now
is bordered by Bryan Road, West sold his holdings to Beed in 1900 ahd, twi yasrs lated,
Besd sold out 1o the Honarable John Milton Bryan, Se. Bryan, Sc., was a Civil War vetaran,
& foomer Florsda State Senotor and Representatve and, most recently, 8 citrus grower
extrapmdinaire and the Chalmman of the Florda Ralioad Commision, Geosge D, Brossle
wigited Bryan in August 1910, seven months before the later’s death, only 1o find tho
sqod Bryon in the mids of havvesting 7000 crates of citrus fruit which commission
mprchants would shap wp 4t 53 50 to 55 50 per crate.




