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Az the second decade of the
twentisth century began, the Hills
boro River region felt the impact
of ane of the moft remarkable
undertakings in Florida's history.
in a further attempt to reclaim
Fooded Everglades landy, dredging
was begun in 1811 on the Hills
boro Canal, forty - fae miles o the
west of the Arlantic Ocsan This
ENOIThDu [FOpECT MeCeReer i -
tiatrve from Gowernor Mapoleon
Bonaparte Broward and hes 1004
ampagn promeses 10 drain and
reciaim the Everglades.

Ewer singe the publicaton of the
Buckingham Smith report of 1048,
which was bied upon observations
of army and navy officers in south
Flarida during the Second Seminole
War, it was genérally agreed that
these lands could be drained and
made productive. Therefore, under
g federal act passed in 1850,
Yswamps and overflowed lands” be-
carme stato property, In 1857, the
Fiorida Legislature created the In-
ternal Improvement Fund to man-
age those lands. The fund was man-
aged by the governor and four

cabinet members who served as
trustess, In 1803, the United States
Dopartmont of Agriculture began
its own drainage investigations, but
when Broward began to fulfill his
campaign pledge to drain the Ever-
glades, they assisted with his
project.

In his first message 1o the legisla-
ture, Governor Browsrd in 1905
stated that & canal from the SL
Lucis River to Lake Okeechobes
would lower the level of the laks by
a1 much 81 sin feet and that the re-
claimed land would yeld all the
RUGST MECEIEarY fOr COMSUMpon M
the LUnited States These clairm
were based upon ¥ Tew wurveys that
had been conducted by C. G. El-
loty, dramage engineer for the Lni-
ted Swnes Department of Agricul-
ture. In response to Broward's
recommendations, the legilasture
created the Board of Drainage
Commimioners. This board was
simply the trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund acting as an
execulve commities (o oversee the
work of draining the Ewverglades,
Aftar the board made its decisions,
it was left for the governor 1o axe-
cute tha decisions,

In July 1806, 4. O. Wright, one
af the two supervisors of drainage
engineering in the United States
Department of Agriculture, volun-

toered to conduct an investigation
and issue a report gbout the Florida
Everglades, Wright visited Tallahas-
min i November and discussed the
project with Governor Broward.
After the meeting, Wright wvisitod
the western Everglades by way of
Fort Myers and the eastern Ewver-
glades via Miami and Fort Lauder-
dale. The gowernor accompanied
Wright on the excursion from Miami,
Foliowing the wisit, the drainage
commisponsrs attemptaed to i
nance dredging operations by levy -
ing & statewide tax of ten cents per
re. in late 1006, however, thew
“suthority w make such a levy™
wil dioclhhimed by the courts
Therelore, in order to obtain the
funds, the commosones created
the Everglades Drainage Distract
The ditrct sncompaed abmot
i 300 000 pores and spread ower an
enormous area thet measured ap-
prosimately Tifty by 150 milen
Landowners within the dsinct
were thxed at the rate of five cents
per acre, After the formation of
this district, Wright sent a party of
anginesrs 1o commence the survay,
Shorily afterward, he joined the
party and assisted with what wos
condidered to be ''the largest drain
age project in the United States,"
Excavation on the North New
River Canal had begun on July 4,
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1906, but work was procesding
slowly, Despite the creation of the
draimage district, it soon became
evident that tax revenues would not
be sufficient to support the project.
Because the state was nearly bank-
rupt, Governor Broward could not
address it for funds, Fortunately,
# private investor who had just
completed a successful land project
in the western part of the country
was taking am interest in the Ever-
glades drainsge project. His name
wias Hichard J. Bolles.

Although Bolles was not tha first
parson to invest in reclaimed lands,
he did approach the state with a
new and interesting proposal. In
December 1908, he offered to pur-
chase ong million dollars worth of
flooded Everglades fand at two daol-
lars per acre if the state would
dradge canals and lower the water
table. In order to promote the
drainage and land reclamation plan,
Bolles promised additional funds to
assist dredging operations, Other in-
vestors Tollowed suit, and opera-
tions progressed,

Wright's survey party was in the
fiedd from December 1907 until
May 1808, They explored every
accessible part of the "Glades, in-
cluding the perimeter of Lake
Okeechobee, In addition, they
visited the Disston Sugar Planta-
tion at Kissimmee, where sugar
cane was growing on drained muck
land. Following the survey, Wright
refurngd 1o Washington, whera he
prepared his drainage report, Al-
though other parties questioned the
conclusions of Wright's investiga-
tion, Florida's new governor, Albert
Waller Gilchrist, published am ah-
strect of the report in 1908, Even
with some revisions, this publica-
tion was considered too favorable
toward the drainage program. Uni-
ted States Secretary of Agriculture
James Wilson attempted to suppress
it, but failed. Wright's findings were
50 well received by Florida drainage
atlvocates and land companies that
the entire report was printed two
years later a5 a United States Sanate
document.

Wright's report  recommended
the excavation of five canals in
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The “Officisl Map of the Everglades,™
adopted by the trustess of the Internal
Improverent Fund in 1905, included
land from the southern shore of Lake
Okeechobes south to Cape Sable, and
#asil to the present site of Siate Rosd 7.
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order to drain the Everglades and
lower the level of Lake Okeechoboe.
These would be the Miami, the
Hillsboro, and the Gulf Coast
canals, in addition e the Morth
and South Mew River canals already
under construction. Wright had de-
termined that each canal would
measure from fifty to seventy-five
feet in width and from eight to
twelve feet in depth, that each
would be centeraed in a 200-fooi
right-of-way, and that each
would be completed within three
years of commencement. In addi-
tion to preventing lake flooding and
controlling regional drainage, the

canals were intended to provide a
means of transportation between
Lake Okeechobee, outlying farms,
and the coast.

MNapoleon Bonaparte Broward
did not live to witness the culmi-
nation of the Everglades drainage
praject, In 1910, a wear after
leaving office as governor, he
died of a gallstone attack com-
plicated by jaundice. Governor
Gilchrist, however, maintained an
active interest in the project, and
continued to direct operations as
chairman of the drainage commis-
sioners and the Internal Improve-
ment Fund,
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Az wark on the canals progres-
sed, expenses for excavation again
exceeded proposed costs. By 1909,
anly fifteen miles of the North Mew
River Canal had been excavated at
a cost in excess of 3377,000. The
drainege  commissioners realized
that the project was oo ENOrmMouUs
to be conducted from Tallahasses,
and advertised for private contrac-
tors to complete the 235-mile
canal system. Three companies sub-
mitted bids, each of which were
lower than the cost projected by
the state, The bid was awarded to
the Furst-Clark Construction Com -
pany of Baltimore, Maryland,
which agreed to dig the canals at
the rates of eight and twenty cents
per cubic vard for earth and for
rock excavation, respectively, Tha
contract included an agresment for
leasing state-owned dredges, and
the Gulf Coast Canal was elimina-
ted from the contract,

To excavate the four ramaining
canals, Furst-Clark had to remove
approximately 24065926 cubic
yards of earth and rock, During the
month of July, 1910, 150,000
cubic yards of material were ex-
cavated, and in August an addition-
al 256,000 cubic vards were re-
moved, Despite this progress, finan-
cial difficulties eontinued,

In accordance with the contract,
Furst-Clark was required to con-
struct canal locks which could con-
trol the drainage and level of Lake
Qkeechobes, To do this, the com-
pany required supplemental pay-
ments, explaiming that excavation
of the locks necessitated digging
feeder canals, and that the eventual
establishment of township cornmars
and range lines required a new sur-
vey of the Everglades lands. In or-
der to fumd these supplemenss to
the ariginal contract, the drainage
commissioners proposed a tax in-
crease on land within the Ever-
glades Drainage District. Naturally,
the land companies who had pur-
chased Ewerglades tracts opposed
taxation, Several had, in fact, in-
stituted suits against the state over
the ariginal drainage district tax of
five cents per acre, In April 1810,
thesa suits had been dismissed with
the understanding that the five cent

per acre tax would remain in effect
until 1912, The dismissal of the
suits paved the way for a tax in-
crease, however, amd in 1911
Governor Gilehrist requested the
legislature to raise the levy to ten
CEMLS peor aorge 1o cover supplemen -
tal payments 1o Furst-Clark.

In the meantime, the land com-
penies were procesding with plans
to sall their vast holdings, Richard
Bolles, for instance, sought cus-
omers on a natiomwide basis,
channeling sales through a new
company he had founded, the
Florida Fruit Lands Company.
Each customer paid $240 in month-
Iy, tem dollar installments for
land which, at that time, had not
been surveyed. Because drainage
operations had just begum, the
buyers had no idea whare their
properties were located nor how
many acres of land they were to
receive. After the required num-
ber of land buvers had invested in
Bollas' company, a convention was
held im Fort Lauderdale in March of
18911, The local newspaper stated
that ""there, each purchaser's name
wias read, a slip of paper was drawn
from a box on which was the legal
description  and  acreage of the
tract..."

Generally, parcels ranged in size
from ten or twenty acres up 1o G40
acres if the tract was located on the
edge of the Big Cypress Swamp.
The most fortunate investors would
own land along the canals but, if
they received only ten acres, much
of that area would be subject to
the proposed 200-foot-wide canal
sasament. Bolles' customers did re-
ceive an additional bonus at the
convention, as each was given a
town fot in Progresso, just morth of
Fort Lauderdale. Many vears later,
thesa town lots would be assessad
at a higher value than the reclaimed
'Glades lands,

Despite numerous adjustmeants,
the drainage project continued to
be plagued with delays. In a letter
to the Board of Drainage Commis-
sioners in May 1811, J. ©. Wright,
wha had resigned his federal job
to become chief dreinage engineer
for the State of Florida, asked for
permission to move the dredge

Qkeecholbee from the South MNew
River Canal to the outlet of the
Hillsbaro Canal, Wright noted some
difficulties in finding an economical
route for the Hillsboro Canal from
the railroad bridge at Deerfield to
the Everglades. He had selected
three alternate routes, however, and
was close to making his decision.
Only two months earlier he had dis-
covered that the dredges on the up-
per énds of the canals were working
south from Lake Okeechobee with
few problems, but at the lower
ends, the contractors were exper-
iencing a good deal of difficulty in
excavating the rock.

Mechanical failures also persist-
ed, Im February 1812, the dredge
Miarmi was brought from a repair
shop in Miami and put to work on
the lower end of the Hillshoro, be-
hind the Okeschobes By mid-
October the dredge Caloosahatches
had completed muck excavation
and was being refitted for rock ex-
cavation, Meanwhile, the Board of
Drainage Commissioners decided to
initiate an additional project north
of the Hillsbora, and by December
had received bids for the excava-
tion of a proposed West Palm Beach
Canal. One unsuccessful applicant
for this job was the Hillsboro
Dredging Company.,

Az these enormous operations
were being conducted in the Ever-
plades, work was mearing comple-
tion on the East Coast Canal. The
state had  contracted  with  the
Florida East Coast Canal Compamy
to open this inland water passage,
which was intended to provide safe
and efficient boat transportation
from Jacksonville to Miami, Mota-
bly, the route of this canal was
channelled through natural pas
sages that had been visited by the
early explorers. Among these natur-
al waterways was the stream that
flowed south from Lake Boca
Raton, once known as the Little
Hillsbora, and the estuary behind
the beach ridge which flowed from
the mouth of the Hillsboro River
and southward below the Hills-
boro Inlet. Subseguently, because
of the difficuity encountered in al-
tering and improving these natural
streams, the East Coast Canal proj-
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Georgs B. Hilly' party (1op) survaysd “reclaimed fands™ from West Palm Beach to the

i ] =

upper Hillsbore in 1913 The West Palm Beach Canal now follows their route. The Desr-
field locks on the Hillsbora Canal {battom] were complated in 1973, and mill stand,
adfscent to Leck FAoad in the Dear Crenk developmant, (Bottom phoilo courtesy of

Kennath J, Hughes,)

ect required nearly three decades to
complete, Although it would have a
tremendous impact on Florida's
southeast coast, as & source of both
transporiation and recreation, the
Eazst Coast Canal was overshadowead
by the maore dramatic work taking
place in the Everglades.

In 1813, the water in some parts
of the Everglades receded to such a
level that the area could be sureey-
ed, In addition to running a transi
line, it was necessary to take levels
and soundings of the bedrock in the
area between the Atlantic Ocean
and Lake Okeachobes. These would
determine the accurate location and
level of the lake, George B. Hills led
the first surveying party into the re-
chasimed land, From West Palm
Beach they headed due west to the
Hillsbaro Canal, and from there 1o
the lake, taking two months to
complete the crossing. Today, one
needs |ess than an houwr.

By September 1912, Wright had
resigned his position as chief drain-
age engineer, and was succeeded
by Fred C, Elliot. At this time, the
state also employed Major John 5,
Sewell, formerly of the United
States Army Corps of Engineers,
and the renowned Ben Johnston,
who had served as superintendéent
of lock construction on the Panama
Canal, Both Sewell and Johnston
proved to be assets to the state
ance work began on the locks.

By 1913, land =ales had de-
creased, and the resulting loss of
income  threatened the drainage
project. The Drainage Commission
was authorized by the state legis-
lature 1o issiee a total of six mil-
lion dollars in bonds 1o boost the
program, |t i not surprising that
they failed o sell. Mevertheless,
excavation continued on the Hills
boroe Canal, and by December the
dredging project northwest of Deer-

field was near completion. The
dredge  Caloosahatches had  ad-
vanced to Station #1732 in the
Hillsboro Canal and had discon-
tinued dredging to the east. It then
moved back three miles and began
rock excavation. Only a 100-foor
section, or plug, located about two
miles west of Deerfield, remained at
this time to separate the upper and
lower sections of the dredged canal,
While dredging was being com-
pleted in the upper part of the
cangl, the plug was retaimed in
order to assure the most suitable
water level for the operations.

At this time, Chief Drainage
Engineer Elliot reported thot
. . . the Everglades are drnier than
they have ever bean known to be;
and Lake Okeschobee, 8t elevation
172 feet above sea level is larger
than ewer before known ar this
SOEEOT,

Elliot also stated that the lands
bordering all the canals except the
Hillsboro were dry for six (o eight
miles to the west, In addition, thosa
lands, as well as the land six to
eight miles below the lake, were in
plendid condition for cultivation,
He added that, because the canals
ware not completed, the rainy
season would most likely inundate
the Ewverglades. Regardless, many
farmers from scutheast Florida and
from puiside the state began plant-
ing crops along the canals. Sum-
marizing his December 1913 report
to the drainage commissioners, El-
liot moted,

These people realize the uncer-
tainry due to possible floods, but
on account of the favorable soil
cangditions now prevailing in some
sections of the glades, they belleve
that they are justified in taking
chances.

The prospects of a successful,
productive  harvest increased en-
thusigsm within the drainage dis-
trict. In the meantime, the new ad-
ministration of Governor Park
Trammell was sesking plans for
traffic control on the canals, and
wag in the process of setting toll
charges, Consequently, Elliot ad-
dressed the Board of Drainage Com-
missicnars and presented his recom-
mendations regarding the appropri-
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ate spesds st which boats should
aoperate in the canals, The state
also wanted (o establish the nawi-
gatwonal fees which would have to
ba leveid 0 order to maintzin the
canals and |locks and to pay the
lock tenders’ salaries.

Speed lumits wenl imio effect
on January 1. 1974, Between the
mouth and Milepos Ten free miles
per hour win the masimum spesd
for & boat traveling up the Hilk-
boro, sgaerdt the current; dowwmn.
e, wnth The curmenl, the mao-
U peed Wil ix mules per hoor,
The hmit from Milepost Ten to
Lake Dkeechobes was sx miles per
howr for upriver travel and seven
miiles par hour lor downriver,

Vanious craft, including barges,
wire charged & rate that was deter-
miined by clidgs and length. The tolls
ranged from two to five cents per
lircar foot and were collected by
the lock tenders, After the rates
had been determined, the board
in¢luded a speocial ruling that eased
the toll expenses for those travelers
who owned or opérated property
within the drainage district. Subsa-
quently, the ruling stated that those
who resided on or operated farms
within the Everglades Drainasge Dis-
trict would be charged a toll egual

to hall the rate of class one vessels
il thiey wore utilizing the canal for
purposes of transportation. That
benefit was not extended 1o those
craft which carried fresght or pas
sangerty for profit.

During this period the town of
Desrfield sought o expand and
ncreaid 13 agricultural | destract,
yei the sgns of a plonesring com-
munity remaoned_ For examole, Se
murole Indiars were 3 famaluae
ght. They buntsd frogs and all-
gatory along the canal and traded
with the wowrapeoplie. Usually, the
Irndisrm camped along the Hillshoro
moar the wite of the presant-day
Dixse Highway bridge.

The populstion of the sstilement
numbered less than 300 during
these sventful years Settlers in-
cluded Blackwelder, Jenkins, and E.
A, Thomas, Charles Armold, J. C.
Halley, John Saxon, Charles Smoak,
John B, Thoemas, and Young Tyn-
dall, Other notable families were
the MBracknells, G. E, Butlers,
4. D, Builers, the Gaskins, the
Swaents, and the J, R. Horne family.

Joal and Ardena Horne and their
two children came to Deerfield in
1803 from Polk County. Ardens
recalls that the Hillshoro River was
chear 83 pless, and occassonally

they would drink the water. The
Horme family rented their st
home, [T was a one-room wWoodan
house located westi of the F.EC
tracks along the present-day Hills
boro Béach Boulevard. Mearbry and
adjacent 1o the F.E.C. depot and
the nene- oot wede Dixse trasl was
a small structure winch served o
the producs markst it was 2 time
when the market was busting with
activity and 3 time when Deerfield's
homatoes were ranked =mong the
{erupgt i The SISTE.

Another siructhre uidired for
produce storage was located along
the Imracossiel Walerway just
south of the Hillsboro Rwer, It
sl served a5 a fish packing house
Live-in employess were bunked in
an upitars dormitory. Later, this
building served as a gambling casi
mo, then it became the Riverview
Restaurant, Though it was wtiliz-
ed in a differemt manner, the pro-
duce market at the F.E.C tracks
also served a variety of purposes,
being used as a schoolhouse, a
soclal center, and & church. Other
church services were held in the
home of MA. Roblnson and
ministersd by Reverend Sam Gib
aon. Esch week, Heverond Gib
son and Bis wife would drive down

e

i
'h.L...IJ.

Black sattlers ot Desrfisld hold a bagtism in tha Hillibare in the early 19105, The Hillsboro was & popular bagtiem site for blacks
throughout the wrrounding region in the aarly twentisth gentury, (Photo courtery of the Desrfield Beach Historical Society.)
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Chief Draimage Engenear J, O, Wright (center, undes sign) sddreasi 8 crowd in hont of
the F.EC. mallrosd mistion 1 Desrfield during the dedication of the Hilhboro Canal in
1811

from Dalray HBeach in an old
Model - T automabile,

The Hillshboro became a canal in
1911 wpon the completion of
dredging 1o the railroad. This event
was dodicated In Deerfield on
Decermbear 14, Three years later, a
telephone ling connected Deerfield
with Delray Beach, Although the
dawn of modern cOnvenEnNcEs Was
at hand, the community retainsd
its quant stmosphere. Even in the
1910% horss - drinen Wagons still car-
ried the produce I the railrosd
depot. Ponics were evenis relished
by many towmpsople, Every Wed-
nesday durng the summers the
stores would close 81 nooniEme
Monickers would Then row aooEs
the intracoastal and congresate on
thie beach.

Undermeath the siowpaced at-
mosphere that characterized Deer-
field and other south Florida com-
munities, lend sales revived 23 the
canals neared completion. In the
aftermath of the successful land
auction sponsored by his Florida
Fruit Lands Company, Richard
Bolles organized the Okeschobes
Fruit Lands Company which sald
property on the lakefront and in
the Big Cypress Swamp, Vanca W,
Helm of the Everglades Land Sales
Company sold large holdings along
the South New River Canal. In the
sama locale and along the Morth

MNow River Canal, R, P. Davie and
Aggociates of Colorado had bought
and sold 27,500 acres, and the
Davie Realty Company had bought
and sold B0,000 scres. Bryant and
Greanwood organized several |arge
land promotions, including the
Palm Beach Farms Company and
two tracts in Fort Lauderdale. Both
the Florids Reclaimed Land Com-
parsy and the Holland and Butter-
worth Company soid land along the
Hillgharo Canal, and Holland and
Butterworth enablished a town
there called Glade Crest.

Land seftiement did not ne
oy parEls lEnd sley, and the
yer 1813 wan far from a2 boom
yoar for Glade Crest, which st
eight miles down the canal from
Lake Dkeechobes Glade Crest was
the first settlement on the upper
part of the cansl and the mecond,
after Okeelanta on the Miami
Canal, in the lake region. The first
sottlors, Mr, and Mre. Siade, ar-
rived in Movember 1913, and soon
were fTollowed by J. W. Bissell
Bt growth was slow, By January
1914, only twenty psople worg
living ot Glade Crest. They camped
along the canal bank since the re-
elaimed sawgrass prairie had not yet
been surveyed,

During the fall of 1814 Clewe-
land W, Horne and his surveying
crow ron @ ling from the coast o

Glade Crest. They subdivided Sec-
tion Twenty inio ten-acre tracts
while battling sawgrass Ffires and
ong water moccain inakebite. The
injury incurred from that mishap
wod treated with turpentine. and
the wictim sufveesd. Tuorpentine
happened o be the only madicine
m thew camp. After the surveying
had been completed, the land was
mwmid in fee and TEn-aCre tracts,
“saght unseen.”

Mr. and Mre Carl Elsasser, their
four children, and Mrs Elaser’s
ster, Maud Wingfeld, mowed to
Glade Crest = 1914 Moz Wing
figld was a Kansas farm girl who
had moved in with her sister's
family in Miami in order to live
mear the water. Once Maud and
the Elsassers arrived at the new
seitlomant, they discovered that
their “canal-front™ property act-
ually was situsted three quarters of
a mile fram the canal, and that the
water table was two inches below
the surface, Nevertheless, for ane
vioar  thesa settlers fought the
sawrass and plowed the land,

During the winter of 1915, Glade
Crest became the home of seven
new femilies, in addition to a M
Chisolm, Later, a Mr. Shields and
his son operated a mércantile busi
neis in the Town. IT was not sur-
priging to the public that peopls
ware drawn to the sowgrass Ever
glades. In fact, when Mr. and M
Slade wvisited Fort Lssderdale
during the spring of 1915 and
oke 10 8 NEWSSDET represents
twe, [hey commented about the
actrvity 0 thewr new Town, Sateng
that “'they were perfectly satisfeed
and expected many Canadwans ,
the wonier.” Howswe, other -
tlers, like the Elsssers. met with
disappointment in the "Glades

A, P. Yerke and Dr. Thomas
Will inspocted the Ewverglades re-
glon in February 1915, Yerke was
with the OWice of Farm Manage-
menil, & subsidisry of the Depar-
mant of Agriculture in Washing-
ton, D.C. During an eight-day trip
on the canals, they saw the Okeo-
lanta- Frulterest District, the North
Mew River Canal, the Township
Lina Canal, Lake Okeechobes, and
the upper Hillsboro Canal. Will
commaented on how ', . . the region
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not long since almost emply S
manifesting ncreasing activity

The purpose of Yerke's wisit
wan 10 malkkate the o of agni-
cultursl equipment in bresking up
the a0il. Two rew trachons mpres-

Tractor and Pulverizer. Holland
and Butterworth operasted this
piece of farm equipment ot Glade
Crest, It measured twenty feet
abeam and weighed 20,000 pounds.

tion of the soil, the horses had to
be fitted with muck shoes which
had steel plates that clamped to
! hooves. Will stated that

£55_fiejinide
atH ';iiﬁ’as
ggﬂ- il
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turg, These survevors had been
working for two months, "making &
comprehensive soil survey of the
Glades," to pave the way Tor sugar
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ithment of a permanent govern-
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some roods,
When Richard Bolles began sell-
ing his first tracts of land, i1 had
been almost impossible to visit the
properties. However, once the
canals wire opened to the lake, it
was 8 common zales practice o
show wvisilors and potential cus-
tomers through the reclaimed lands
boat. The Oueenr OF The Ever
3 by Charles Mur
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thron - doy excursion aboard Captain
Wood's eraft, The Bonnie Al
though Wood's route was shorter
than that along the North New
River, it was not 8 popular one.
The locks on the lower Hillsboro
six miles west of Deer-

“rutted, III'ﬂ‘II' road through the
piney woods,” Nevertheless, those
excurslons did entice many visitors
to purchase reclaimed land.
Progress in the reclaimed land

Bissell. She was succeeded by Ezis
E. Bmsell, who became tha Gt
postmaster. But not even thig sddi-
tional comenience could prevent
many of the rewdents from be-
coming dacouraged by the realites
of busiding a future in the wgran

in the spring of 1915, the seven-
Ty-two people who were camped
at the seitlement faced great dif-
ficulty in preparing the soil for
crops, Most settlers attempted 1o
combat the sawgrass manually,
only clearing sbout one sevinth of
an acre during a full day's work,
Carl Elsasser did utilize the Bates
Stenl Mule, which was capable of
accomplishing some work when it
waa not bogoed down or disabled
by mechgnical problems Holland
o Butterworth swsnfuslly won
the battle against the sawgras with
the Crom Pubvirizer and the Bock -
Eye Iracton.

Although Holland and Butter-
worth alleviated the difficulty of
clearing the sawgrass, other prob-
lerms persisted and plagued the set-
tlers. Claims had been made o the
effect that four people could live
off one Gere al land and that tha
land could produce four crops an-
nually, The latter claim could not
even be substantiated because frost
killed many gardens.

In thar miss brochures, the land
companies had guoted from 8 gow-
ernment repoct that “frost was not
a harard to even the tenderest of

e the crops had failed, In addi
tian, 8 preposterous claim had been
made that thers were no mosquitos
in the district, Everyone had much
1o learn about the terrible hardships
in the sawgrass Everglades.

Whan the farmers did succosd
and did grow crops on the rich
muck lands, more often than not
thots plants would mature and die
dus to the absence of nitrogen in
the soil. Yot potatoes did thrive,
It wat dscoversd that when the
potato crop had been sprayed with
lwre and copper swifaies 1o protect
the plants from blight, the tarmer's
next crop, planted on that seme
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3 Days’ Cruise
in the 'Glades.

$5 Pays all Expenses

I-u wpnal 1.‘1“1' [.I.l:l'f'l.hll.'l.“'l r||| |.|Ill F!"i'ﬂl'.l:'ﬂ'll rllll'“'f-"l
ol interest in tlie Ulpper ra Dhstriel, including
ot mettlement, located on thie Hillsbore Canal, near
| ake ( eeechobee, (ur customers ark cultivating
ihi* land right MEW, and & n.rnlﬂn:iu] setilemcnt is
-|I'I:r'-|:|'p' |'n|.|1||!-|Ir"I'J_

€ |his s the ||.||.'|||':1I panrt al the Gliles south of
il |nke, tha pari which the H.-u1-|1|1|||| coinmilliee
WLy rof mvs |||| -q| |.|.-|I '|,'r.|11_-|.!|'l'|l:.ll1 I|!|.r- wel leal
i i Fecil This is the |:.-r|l1. tract ol land in
thie Lijpper T ikiiles laing skl under a contract which
AT e R I:.!||1||r.r_ .,|.I|| ..1r'|! |!|"r'|'llh' T pnaeE-
el s Wil i any expense o the i“.l'fr1

f We will show vou the ettt and nchest Land

on rarth, baated AT THE HEAD OF DRAIN-
Wl Mk 1'.,]_“"[ 1 "r ai 1 fetem i T reidabd
- T— . g pTanmrs, i Ik

of WILL. F1IM CF. YOUR FUTUR

Vo

B 1 ler ",1'.'.I wl 1 :-l
wii i wlllveT, i'".J

il e orelereed -

Dur Boat leaves Deerfield every Saturday
morning about 7:30. and returns Monilay. Special
Lrips h!. qrr;nirrnrnl_ Call or wrile

Holland & Bugterworth Comp'y.

Burdine Building, MIAMI.

Hollend and Buttersarth Company, developern of Glags Creit, ok potsntsl buyers

an thies-day ascuribeng Trom Dearfleld o Lake Oksschobas
Mammath J Hisghei )

{Phote courtesy al

feld, would wield 3 productive
harvest. |n effect the copper sul
lales provicded the mtrogen whikch
wa &sential for agricultural pur

B! Yy

poed in the muck ands
yeory would pess before this chem

cal would be tesied and utilized &
Mearmatuls, the newspapes boatt

od that J. W, Basell of Glade Crest

me [rish potstoss af @

prce that ranged Trom

of thi Hillsboro Canal: 3t the Boyn
ton Beach Canal; and at Laters
Mumber 6 below Lake Oshorme
One swouth Florids newspaper
ported that “'many wvisitors fron
the northern stales manifest graat
intéfest in the drainage operations,
angd seversl parties bad visited the
vrious dredge sites . . " In mid
Jonuary 1814, 500 pounds of dy
namite demolished the plug of land
that separated the Hillshoro and the
Hange Line canals, draining rich
land west of Lake Worth, As soon
&% the waters receded. land owners
started small truck frms along the
Range Line Canal north of the
il DD Hrhewar S nDid

e NOt the Sme hroughout the

T T -
Everglades Dranage Destrict, and
e -
incouraged farmery 3t Glade Crest
enlully mElaren NSl iy W
¥ r-— - e i g T
Sy & NG Sartlee LA -
-
B15 e = et LafT the matt
& W - ro— R— .
Tl | ¢ Tomm of Moore Haw

on the w0 of the lake Among
thern were the Elasger family and
L Y
eveniually relocated 1o the south
ghore of Leke Diceschobes and
D{seTvND 8 STDre,

n &N L"HE'! o soe the seflle
il Lank Holland jposnesd ks
brother John at Glade Crest. He
ErIMmoten wvariows activities End
pxporimented with raising a hierd
of eattle an the muck land, These
gfforts  wera  unsuccessful. On
March 16, 1917, the town's post
ol lice permanently closed 11s door
In 1820 & flood forced motst of the
romaining seTtlers to leave, and one
yoar later, the settlement was aban
doned
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Although  many  landowners
were discouraged about the condi-
tion and location of their reclaim-
el propertics, there was a con-
tinuous stream of uninformed im-
westors, and new communities
emerged overnight. Unfortunately,
maost af the new residents who did
have farming experiencz did not
know how to utilize the reclaimed
land, In the main, those "paper
townsites” flourishied on the dreams
of the investors and by the labor
of the settlers;, but their chief pro-
duct was failure.

Disgruntled land owners and the
United Siates government eventual -
Iy came down hard on the land
companies, and a "war against the
Everglades” erupted, In defense of
their actions, the land companies
claimed that they had been prom-
ized complete land reclamation
within ten years by the state, The
companies alse maintained that
their claim, "frost was not a hazard
to agriculture,”" was only a state-
mant that had been issued by the
United States Weather Bureaw,

In effect, the land companies
claimed that any improper selling
techniques that they might have
used resulted only from misre-
presentations by the 5State of
Florida and the United States De-
pariment of Agriculture, Under-
standably, this defense was ground-
lnss because the government's work
was experimental and everyone's
knowledge of the Everglades was
limited. Some land companies did
urge customers to wait until total
reclamation was attained., Then
again, as Lawrence Will indicated,
", . . too many ambitious sales-
men  had diverged considerably
from the truth , , "

Many land sellers, including
Richard Bolles, were indicted for
“selling land by the gallon.' Some
were comwicted but never sent to
prison. Charges against Bolles were
dismissed, but the government dog-
ged him wuntil his death in 1817,
Many landowners had allowed their
payments to lapse, and those who
held the deeds stopped paying taxes,
Difficulties experienced by several
new communities, such as Glade
Crest, dispouraged large numbers of
investors. Despite indictments, de-

faults, and the Drainage Commis-
sion's failure to market their six
million dollars worth of bonds, the
state proceeded in 1915 with plans
to excavale the 5t Lucie Canal, as
originally suggested by the late
Governor Broward, Only then did
the bonds begin to sell. Asa result,
reclamation became a reality.

The completion of the canals and
the settling of the 'Glades were
leading factors in the move to form
a8 mEwW county in southeast Florida,
Proponents of the new county
wanted its northern boundary 1o
fallow the Hillshoro Canal to Lake
Okeechobes, but legislators from
Falm Beach Coumty, in which this
land was located, blocked their
gfforts. When the new county —
appropriately named Broward aftor
the late governor — was esteblished
in 1815, its northern border fol-
lowed the Hillshoro for less than
ten miles, and then continued due
west, Degrfield thus was taken into
Broward County, but the upper
Hillsboro region remained in Palm
Beach County,

That same year, 1915, the Dixie
Highway was completed through
the eastern portion of Broward
County, allowing convenient access
to Deerfield and towns further
south by automobiles from the
north, The construction of a bridge
across the Intracoastal Waterway at
Deerfield in 1917 furthered the
growth of the young county by
opening coastal areas 10 expansion,
These areas, once regarded as worth-
less because they could not be cul-
tivated, and used only by picnickers,
so0n  became popular recreational
spots, frequented by bathers and

sport fishermen. Unfortunataly,
during that same vear, a freeze had

crippled Deerfield's tomato crop
and discouraged plans to build a
processing plant. As a result, Dear-
field residemts increasimgly looked
ta the east. The Woman's Club was
organized in 1919, and was presi-
ded owver by Mrs, George Emory
Butler, Jr. Their first project re-
sulted in the construction of a
pavilion on the beach, By 1920,
the increasing population of Deer-
field had created a demand for a
larger school to accomodate the
children.

The 1920s brought an unpre-
cedented tourist and real estate
boom to Florida's southeast coast.
Deerfiald, still primarily an agri-
cultural Town, was not affected o
the extent of nearby resort com-
fmunitiezs such as Boca Raton and
Fort Lauderdale, but it did profit
from the region’s general prosperi-
ty. In fact, the convenience of
electricity became svailable to the
townspeople in 1924, and one
year loter the first library was
established in the home of Mrs,
Les Craig, The land boom peaked
in 1925, and that vear Deerfigld
was incorporated. J. D. Butler is
generally credited with leading
several townspeople 1o seek state
action for incorporation since the
nmeighbaring town of Boca Raton
was expanding rapidly and threat-
gned to take in the Deerfield area,
Butler had come to Deerfield in
1900, and prospered in agriculturs.
Mayor George Emory Butler, Jr,
and the city council presided aver
an area that extended south from
the river to the Hilisboro Light-
house, Mr, J, B, Wiles, who moved
to Deerfield in 1925, remembered
this era wvividly. He referred to
1925 as “the year of the tin-can
tourist epidemic.” This name was
applied because the town did not
have restaurants of motels. The
tourists slept in tents in city-spon-
sored camps, and obtained their
meals from tin cans, The follow-
ing year brought both disaster and
progress. The Seaboard Air Line
Railroad reached Deerfield at the
end of 1926, but not before a Sep-
tember hurricane had eroded the
beach, devastated much of the
tawn, and put an end to the Florida
land boom,

At the other end of the cenal,
suttlers disregarded the hardships
that others had endured at Glade
Crest, and strived to establish a
flourishing agricultural community
at Lake COkeechobes, Their Hills-
boro Canal Settlement was plowed
from custard apple ridges and from
the drained portion of the lake
bottom,

A Canadian hockey player named
Orrin W, Manning and two of his
friends weara among the first settlers
an the Hillskoro near Lake Okee-
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During the boom years of the 1920s,
Dearfield remained primarily  sn egri-
cultiiral town, and vegetable shipping was
n big buvines,

chobee, Mamning, Burr Gaylord,
and George Fish purchased land on
the south side of the canal, about
two miles from the lake, for forty
doliars per scre. In January 1915,
the three pioneers erected a small
shack and planted a garden, Their
initial prospects  for a successful
harvest were good, but frost even
tually killed that dream, Subse-
guently, they abandoned their
farm.

One year later, in the fall of
1916, William G. Clark and his wila
purchased twenty-three acres west
of the Manning property. Like tha
first settlers, they suffered hard-
ships, Yet, the Clar« family remain-
od. Soon after their arrival, Myles
F. Myers and William H. Batger
came, While Myers settled to the
east, Badpger settled on the north
side of the canal. By this time Crrin
Manning had returned,

About one mile to the west of
these farms, Hans Stein and Ben
Buxton sattled on the south side
of the camal. Stein originally had
farmed the lake boitom, but he
moved down the camal, nearer to
the locks, when he was hired to be
the first lock tender on the upper
Hillshara,

Jd. R. Leatherman purchased the

wiest half of Section Thirty, which
wias north of the farms operated by
Stein and Buxton. In 1918 Leather:
man built a two-story house on the
canal and began to promote a town
which, later on, would be called
Chosen. That same year, Paul Johns
estabilished a residence in a shack at
the locks,

Although there weare only nine-
teen men in the area, the children
af the settlement's three families
ward i fAded of a schoolhouse. At
the request of those femilies, the
Palm Beach County School Board
provided the lumber, and the set-
tlars supplied the labor, Soon aftar-
wards, the children, toting their
drinking water and lunches, follow-
ed the muck treils that led to the
schoolhouse, Im 1821 a second
school was established one mile up
the camal, closer to the locks, to
serve the children wha lived in that
area, Walter R. Hooker was their
first teacher,

The first church services on the
upper Hillshora were held in the
spring of 1819 at Clark's residence,
The children attended Sunday
school classes, which wera superin-
tended by Walter Greer. J. H. Lea-
therman was the first minister,
Eventually, he was replaced by

Reverend E. L. Housley, Reverand
and Mrs, Housley had been mis:
sionaries in the Philippines, amd
Lawrence Will clegimed that, 'when
those jungles began to get too
civilized they came here to the
Everglades,” When church mem-
bership increased, a mMOors P -
nent house of worship was erected
an the canal's bank,

In 1916 Howard Stowe had sot
up a store on Torry Island, at the
southeastern part of Lake Okee-
chobee, across from MeLaughlin's
Fish Camp. Beginning in March of
1917, he opened a post office from
that establishment. At first the
business flourished: however, the
lake's waters continued to recede.
That phenomenon, which had be-
gun with the opening of the canals,
made it impossible for boats to
travel up the canal to reach Stowe's
business., Consequently, Stowe re-
ceived the necessary permit from
the War Department to construct a
bulkhead and establish a man - made
island south of Torry Island, Thus
he was able 1o re-establish his busi-
niEss near the intersecting channels
af the Hillsboro and the North
Mew River canals,

At the new location Stowe hired
Fred Himmelreicht to assist with
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the increasing business. The post
affice retained the name of Torry

State Bank right within the store.

Hutching, too, needed an assist-
ant, so Herbert Gieberf transterred
from the mercantile company's
main storé in Fort Lauderdale 1o
the Lake Okeechobee |ocation,
There he courted and married a girl
from Glade Crest, ten miles down
the canal,

Soon Hutchins lsarned that J. R.
Lestharman was sttempting to es-

dale and réceived permission 1o es-
tablish a branch siore on the Hills-
bora Canal, Thus, the industrious
proprietor opened a post olfice
and tore on the north side of the
canal, It was close to the heart of
the settlement, near William Bad-
ger's house, Hutchins kept a row-
boat at the now store in order to
accommaodate the residents who
lived on either side of the canal

Chosen place. . ." In the main part
af the seitlement, Myles Myers sug-
the name of Belle Glade.

‘After all," he said, “this is the
Belle of the whole darn 'Glades,"
Because the two sections of the
sattlement could not compromise
on which would have the post of-
fica, two branches were opened
one mile apart on April 1, 1921,
By this time, Chosen was begin-
ning to show signs of growth. In
1920 the firmt Lutheran services
pver held ot the lzke were minisier-
e in thet town. That same year
Inase West and Walter Hooksr ar-
rved, and in 1927 opened a siore
became Chosen's first post-

T
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in controlling the fate of the drain:
age digtrict, some hearty souls con-
tinuad to fight the elemants,

Back in 1821, the Fiorida State
Legislature had approved the es-
tablighmont of an agricultural ax-
periment station three miles east of
Belle Glade. Horticulturists from
the University of Florida began
testing the Everglades muck land

in order to assess (15 capabilities.
Tha agriculture scientists raizod
vegetables, sugar cane, rice, pai-
ture grasses, and catile at the sta-
thon, which was referred to as the
Hillwboro Flantation. Dr. Robert V.
Allson, & state employes from
Gainegville, came 10 the station in

endured hurricans and drought and,
in time, Allison's efforts resulted in
the present-day use of copper sul-
fates by the sgricultural industry.
While the station continued with
its agricultural experiments, ano-
ther venture was under way four-
teen miles down the canal. Brown
Paper Company of New Hampshire
started as & ten thousand dollar
sawm ||| operation within their state
and expanded inta a ten milllon
clollar business after their research
i discovered that the in-

jection al hydrogen gas into peanut

manager, and Eggleston, who was
knowledgaable about peanut farm-
ing, was hired as the first fiald su-
perintandent. Dr. H. P. Vannah,
resrarch chemist, worked coopara-
tiviely with Dr, Allison who directed
operations at the university's ex-
perimental station.

Specialized equipment and inng-
vative iechnigues contributed to
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the unguensss of the plantation,
shawant buill and used ity own
planters, cultvators, waternsorks,
and an electric plant, which prowi-
ded & lifeling io civilization, It was
an enormoul operation. Refrigera-
ted barges trangported its produce
dawn the Hillshoro, ard a barn
shalterod it hord of Guernsey
cattle.

Although  Shawano  Plantation
was established a5 a peanut farm,
experimants wers conducted on
many other agriculiural products.

in March 1929, for example, only
3,000 scres, representing less than
five percent of the plantation's
total moreage, were planted. Two-
hundrisd scres were cultivated for
sugar cane, 1500 for peanuts, and
the remainder for potatoes and
other vegatables,

Shawana Plantation might have
wicooeded o a leading agricultural
producer in south Florida if the
economy had not collapsed, Unfor-
tunately, Brown Paper Company
folded during the 1828 stock mar-

ket crash, and the farm was sold to
foreign interesis. Two years later,
fhe plantation was disbanded,
Previously, in 1024 the Fort
Lauderdale firm of Bryan and Hal-
loway hsd constructed a road from
Twenty Mile Bend, at the junction
af the West Palm Beach and QOcean
canals, west to Belle Glade, Six
manths |ater, the Connors High-
way, which followed the Waest
Palm Beach Caonal, opened. Thi
road ram from the bend to the
past side of the lake. in time, canal
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boats became obsolete for hauling
freight,

In the meantime, Charles Riedell
cama 1o Belle Glade, He was an
optimist who saw a future in that
tiny agricultural eommunity, Ex-
cept for its small bustiness district,
which was comprised of two stores,
a hotel, and one gas station, Belle
Glade was a tent town in 1927 and
1928. That soon changed, At the
end of the Bryan and Holloway
road, Riedell platted a twenty-
acre townsite on which he con-
structed a two-stary building in
which he relocated the post office.
Soon after, on April 10, 1928, the
town was incorporated, and Walter
Greer became the first mayor.

In 1826, Belle Glade, slong with
many other lake communities, was
warned that an impending Burr-
cang would flood the distriet, The
ensuing storm did most of its
damage along the Atlantic coasn
and on the west side of the lake,
where the dike at Moore Haven was
weazhed away, killing mare than 300
people.  Although this hurricane
marked the collapsa of the Florida
lend boom, Governor John W, Mar-
tin proposed a twenty million dol-
lar bond issue to continue the Ever-
gladas reclamation and maintenance
praject. Meanwhile, settlers along
the lake repaired the damage and
resumed their activities, Unfortu-
nately, little had beean done when a
second killer storm swept through
only five manths afier Belle Glade
was incorporated,

This 1928 storm wunleashed its
fury aleng the coast, where it de.
stroyed property in Deerfield, It
then turned westward, and struck
the agricultural district which en-
compassed  Lake  Okeechobee,
Water spilled over the lake's south-
east dike, washed away a fortune
in agricultural products and achieve
ments, and claimed maore than
2300 lives. Many wvictims had
sought shelter in their homes, Some
survivors had huddled aboard an
anchored craft, Belle Glade, Chosen,
and many other communities wera
virtually wiped off the map. The
Belle Glade bridge across the Hills-
boro Canal was destroved. The éx-
perimental station, east of town,
wias inundated.

The University of Florida's agriculiural exparimont siation near Balle Glade has devel-
oped selantific technbgues for farming recloimed landsy since the early 1920s, [Photo
courtesy of Kennath J, Hughes, )

After the hurricans, the towns-
people cremated and buried their
dead and rebuilt their properties.
In time, Belle Glade evolved into a
fine city set amidst a sea of sugar
cane fields, and Chosen was annex-
#d. By the spring of 1882, the es-
timated population of Belle Glade
exceeded 16,000, Although Belle
Glade is now the kind of city that
optimists such as Charles Riedell
had envisioned, recovery there, and
in many other south Florida com-
munities after the hurricane, was
not instantaneows.

The extensive damage 1o the agri-
cultural district in 1928, coming
only two years after the disastrous
1926 storm and the collapse of
the land boom, plunged south Flo-
rida deeper into economic depres-
sion. Although the town of Deer-
field survived the hurricane, finan-
cial security was lost the following

wiar when the banks failed. The
1930s were & period of struggle,
It was also en era of Prohibition,
when tha Hillshoro Canal served as
an unloading site for rumrenners,
and when federal agents were oc-
casionally successful in capturing
the illegal contraband, In the |latter
part of that decade the agricultural
marketplace moved to Pompano
and, consequently, the train seldom
stopped at the Deerfield station, On
August 22, 1939, the name of the
town was changed to Deerfield
Beach in an attempt o attract
tourists, During those hard times,
many of the town's 1,800 residents
survived by working an such pro-
jects a3 the construction of William
L. Kester's beach cottages and the
maintenance of Federal Highway
LS, 1, The only other major source
of employment in the area was the
Boca Raton Hotef, Many city of-

summaar/fall 1984 15



ficials and policeman worked with-
out pay, and real estate values drop-
ped =0 low that many punpl:al::m-

crested by the state lagesslaturs in
1929 50 that the area could be
the Army Corps of Engineers. In
onder T0 minimize [he possibility
of future disasters, the federal
government passed the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1830, In effect, the
secretary of war authorized the
Army Corps of Engineers to im-
prove the channels of the Caloo-
sahatchee and St, Lucie rivers and
to construct o thiriy-one foot high
dike ot Lake Okeechobee, near the
fload -prone arsas.

Congress authorized ten million
dollars for thess improvements and

thirty - four to thirty-eight foot
high Herbert Hoower Dike which,
1o this day, has withsiood several
stormi,

The State of Florida could not
meel its commitments within the
drainsge district until 1842, Then
Governor Spessard L. Holland and
the legislature negotiated a Recon-
struction Financing Corporation re-
funding bond, At this time, the
state's deficit for the recfamation
project was in excess of sixtesn mil-
lion dollars. The Army Corps of
Engineers had been maintaining the

flaad control digtrict since 1935,
The fresred of 1935 and 1937
cauaed & great deal of damage o
the agricultural district. Im an at-
tempt to minimize future damage,
the water tables were lowered. But
n the late 19408 it was discovered
that fresh water wells in such coast-
8 communities . Deerfeid Beach

mitted to Congress on April 26,
1948, After the plan was approved,
Lake Okoschobas was utilized as a
resErvoir where excess water could
be stored for purposes of irrigation.
Subsequently, three water conser-
vation aress wore created to con-
tral the water level and 1o protect
the aquifer. The Hillsboro Canal
today seives & a divider between
water confardation sreas Mo, 1 and
Mo, 24,

In 1940 the Florida Legslature
creatied the Central and Sowthern
Florida Flood Control Dmtrict. Its

the corps did have some sUCCESs.
Whaenever the water level in the lake
had to be lowered, most of the
winter wai divartad through the St
Lucie and Caloosahatches rivers,
Canals such as the Hillsboro did
drain soma water into the ocean,
but only in marginal quantities. The
water that left the lake through the

—

Hillsbora Canal usually crossed into
the West Palm Beach Canal via the
Ocean Canal. Otherwise, the water
drained onto cultivated areas. When

and subsidence had continued at
the rate of one inch per year since.
In order to lessen this threat, it
was  determined that cultivated
lands would require more water
during the dry season,

Despite the fires and the sub-
sidonce, drainage has benefited the
agricultural areas along the Hills-
boro and hes effected the cultiva-
tion of many fertile but atherwise
useless acres of land. And slthough
much of the reclaimed land could
not be populated, a percentage did
retan some value for agricultural
purposes. As sarly as 1905, the

§1.60 per acre, Of the 4,370,000
noren of lend in the drainage dis-
trict, which reached from the Evor
glades proper o the Kissimmaoa
aroa, no mare than 100,000 scres
wore farmed during the period up
to the 18940s, and probably no
maore than eighty percent of this
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area ever was farmed at any one
tirme,

During the 18405, John H, Davis,
Jr., Ph.D., studied the natural fea-
tures of southern Florida in general,
and of the Hillsbore Canal in par-
ticular, It was his opinion that anly
600,000 acres, which represented
less than one fourth the acreage of
the antire region, could he used for
agricultural purposes, After Davis
had observed the low Hillsboro
Lake area, which ereated & pond
between that canal and the Atlantic
coast, he concluded that, although
the fish population died out during
the dry season, the greater part of
that slough and '"trec-island area”
should be set aside as a reservair
and wildlife preserve,

At 3 result of the passage of the
Mational Environmaental Protection
Act of 1969, the Central and
Southern  Florida Flood Control
District was requested 1o restore
lakes and marshes and to establish
environmental and water quality
controls. This new act also man-
dated caution in future decisions
regarding  water management  in
order 1o ascertain that there would
be no harmful impact on the en-
virgnment and on human lives,
Growing concern about the en-
vironment also prompted the Gov-
ernor's Conference on Water Man-
apement, which resulted in the re-
oommendation that a state-wide
comprehensive water use plan be
implemented,

Consequently, the Water Re-
sources Act was passed in 1972,
This act broadened the authority of
Florida's five water management
districts, In 1976 the state legisla-
ture changed the name of the Cen-
tral and Southern Floride Flood
Control District to the South Flori-
da Water Management District, The
present functions of the district are
o manage water and related land
rasources and to oversee the opera-
tion of private drainage distrigts,
nineteen of which are located in
Broward County. The district also
promotes conservation, the devel-
opment of recrestional resources,
health, safety, and general welfare,
Mearly fifty percent of the original
Everglades has been preserved in its
natural state, These lands, which

encompass 1,337 square miles, are
utilized as water storage areas,
Mearly 579 533 acres out of BBS,231
in the agricultural areas south of
Lake Okeechobee and along the
Hillsharo Canal are mosw in produc-
tion. The Water Management Dis-
trict thus controls the drainage
which many early settlers labored
to conguer, and also regulates land
use within its boundaries, a wvital
negd in an era of unprecedented
population growth,

During World War 1 the popula-
tion of southern Palm Beach Coun-
ty and northern Broward County
increased when the Boca Army Air-
figld was established just north of
Deerfield Beach. Military personnel
created demands on housing and
numerous other services, Although
the townspeople of Deerfield Beach
still were experiencing the after-
effects of the Depression, they
cooperated with the war effort. A
submaring watch tower, erected on
Deerfield’s beach, was manned by
volunteer citizens on an around-
the-clock basis, These lookouts had
witnessed the sinking of many
ships along the Florida coast. Jack
Melson was in charge of anti-sub-
maringe operations.

After the war, tourism boosted
south Florida's economy, and Deer-
field Beach no longer had to rely on
the agricultural market as a measure
of its prosperity. Nevertheless, hom-
age is still paid to its pioneer farm-
ers #t an annual celebration called
“Cracker Day.' This event takes
place at "Pioneer Park,'" on land
donated by W. L. Kester, Dearfield
Beach today it & successful, expand-
ing Gold Coast city with a popula-
tion that exceeds 42 000. Its ur-
banized area stretches along the
coast from Boca Raton to Pom-
pang Beach, and is mowving west-
ward, Golfing communities and
industrial parks are situated near
the river that the Spanish explor-
ers congidered part of the Rio
Seco. Interstate 95 crosses that
same estuary, referred 1o at various
times in its past a3 the Shark-
tail ar the Potamac River,

It was here in the wilderness that
some Seminoles found food and
shalter, that the woung United
States Army sought 1o capture the

Indians, and that early settlers
tilled the banks, Although the
country was rugged, many settlers
adapted, Today's cities of Deerfield
Beach and Belle Glade are the
proud results of the efforts and per-
sistence of those early pioneers
Because of their enthusiasm, we are
ashle to witness an ever-expanding
and rich history along the Hills-
boro,
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