The years between the end of the
Seminole Wais and the arrival of
the FEC Railway are often con-
sdered “lost pages” of Browasrd
County’s past. During much of
this forty-yes period, the region
which was lo become Bromard
w23 entirely devoid of non-Indian
mhabitants. Ye! it was this er
which sw wch developments as
the House of Refuge, the “Bare-
foot Maiman,” and the Dade Coun-
ty stage route from Lantara o
Lemon City. Most of our know-
ledge about this pericd derives
from accounts written by 2 hand-
ful of individuals who passed
through the unspoiled wilderness,
The longest and most complete of
thess accounls was written by
Charles W, Pierce,

A native of llinois, Pierce moved
to south Florida in 1872, at the age
af might, settling with his family on
Hypoluxo Island in Lake Warth, As
a boy and a3 a young man, he sailed
the Atlantic, walked the beach, and
paddied through the Everglades and
the inland waterways, becoming, in
the process, more familiar with the
territory betwesn Lake Worth and
Biscayne Bay than any ol his con-
temporaries. In the late 1920s,
Peerce, then serving 23 postrmaster
of Boynion in Palm Beach County,
began to record ho recollections of
youth in a wilderness that had al-
réady desappeared, When completed,
hes manuscript, which he entitied
“On the Wings of the Wind,™ num-
bered 695 paget Pierce died in
1939, shortly after finishing the
manuscripl. Several membary of his
family continued to reside in south-
exstern Florida, and his manuscript
wii ewentually donated to the His-
toricl Society of Palm Beach Courn-
ty. In 1970, it was edited and ab-
breviated by Prolessor Donald W.
Curl and published by the Univer-
sity of Miami Press as the book
Pionaar Life In Southeast Florida.

“Broward County One Hundred
Years Aga'' 1s a compilation of sec-
tions of the original Pierce manu-
wript dealing with tha Broward
County area. Many descriptive pas-
sages appear in prind here for the
first tima, having been deleted from
Pioneer Life in Southeast Florida
to preserve the flow of the nara-
tive. Pisrcn’s original spelling and

puncluation have been for the most
part  retained: minor corrections
have been made only where neces-
sary for clarity and readability.

From its early days as a wilder-
s retreal 1o ity present gatus s a
gL opolden center, Broward Coun-
ty has been wiited by numsros
celebwites. Mowvelint HMenneth Rob-
19208 =1 3 reporter for the Satur-
day Evening Potl. In hxs articie an-
titled “Broward, Bailyhoo, and
Kenneth Hoberty™ Joe Knetsch
analyses Roberts’ activities in and
viewy of boomtime Broward Coun-
ty. A former history teacher and
historical commissioner in Broward
County, Knetsch is currently work -
ing on his Ph.D. at Florida State
Lhivlu"lll?r in Tallahassea,

Mot all of Broward's “calebritias”
were oul-of-lown visitors. Henry
L. "Bud" Lyons, for instance, was
an important figure in his homae-
town of Pompano, in the west
Broward area where he farmed, and
in national agricultural circles fram
the 19205 until his death in 1952,
His holdings included land in what
ti today Margate, Coral Springs,
North Lauderdale, Tamarac, and
Lauderhill, Although his many buti-
nels inlerels inchoded cattle ranch.
ing and real estate, Lyons is remem-
bered principally a3 a bean farmer.
“Titan ol the Bean Paich,™ reprint-
od from the January 1930 miue of
The Country Home Magszine, tells
how Lyom turned a fliooded tract
of Everglader into the largest besn
farm i the United States and pro-
wides 3 first-hand look at his opera-
T

Thies articles on Seminole In-
dian culture and living conditions
round ouf thih hsue of Broward

"Seminole Indians in the
Florida War™ axamines an often-
oty loked Facet of military sources
an the Second Seminole War — the
soldigrs” view of the Indians they
ware lighting, Amang these soldiers’
accounts are some of the first des-
criptions of Seminala lifs in what is
now Broward County,

Tha second Indian article, “Two
Seminole Tribes, Different Cus-
toms,” appeared first in the Fort
Lavderdale Sentinel in 1923, al-
most seventy years after hostilities
between the Seminoles and white

settlers ended, In the firsi decades
of the twentieth century, however,
swuth Florida's Indians faced a new
crisis a3 disinage and expanding
white ssttlement made grest in-
"oads on their hunting, gathering,
and subsistence farming economy,
Dewprte dinlocation and poverty
cauted by inoreased development,
the Sentinel presents 2 chesriu! and
fomanlicired version of Semnole
lite, 3 verpion similar to that pre-
sented af Seminole tourist attige-
tions along the Gokd Coast during
the boom and depression years.

A tharply contrasting view of the
impact of white development on
Seminole life & presemted in the
1935 annual report of special com-
missoner James L. Glenn, re-
printed hore s “Dr. Glenn Strug-
gles For Semincle Improvement.”
Glenn, & Presbyterian ministar,
sorved as special commissioner to
the Saminolas from 193] to 1935,
and during this time worked tire-
lassly in the face of political op-
position to improve conditions for
the Indians. Although his duties
took him throughout south Florl-
da, his headquarters were at the
Dania (now Hollywood)] Roeserva-
tion, which had besn established in
1926 and became a home for In-
dians displaced by boomtime devel-
opment along the southeas! cossi.
Additional material on Glenn's
wervice and obriervsbons of Semi-
nole life can be Tound in his ook,
My Work Among the Florida Se-
minoles, edited by Harry A Hersey,
Ji. Dv. Gisnn is currently retired
and lvves in Rockowall Texas

Fwer Drivie Enst, Fort Lauderdals, FL 33301,
Tabaphana: (206] TH5-5872. Single price copy
B3 plu e annual suacription: S8 pley ta,
flack funiien arn nvaslstln,
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