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SECTION NOQ. [
THE SEMINOLES

The Seminoles have maintained them-
selves as a separate tribe for less than
twa and a hall eeniwries. Their [ope-
fathers were Creeks who lived in Geor-
gia, spoke the Muskopes lanpuage, and
adhercd to the common forms of the
sncial, palltieal, and relipious life of the
Creek Natbon.

According to Indian tradition, in these
earlier years & family who lived on the
westorn border of the Creek country fra-
ternized with a Choctaw neighbor, ancd in
time leamed to speak a broken Choctaw,
The new dialect was bonded down
through the descendanis of the family
and developed into what is known as the
Miccasukee Inngusge,

In the migration to Florids an over-
whelmingly large oumber of the emd-
granis spoke the common language of the
Mation, hub the most of the small band of
Miccasukee-speaking Cree ks secompanied
them In the tmk southward. Thus, al-
though the Florida Indiapns came io be
made up of fwo langusege groups, they ane
ol one blood, and have a common secial,
palitical, nnd religious background.

During their greal war with 1he white
mee about 4,000 of the major langaage
group were expatriated and driven to
Oklahoma. Perhaps net more than a
dozen families of this group were left in
Florids. Today they number about 160
Indians, and live north of Lake Okeechio-
bee. For almost & decade their homeland
kas been depleted of pame, and they are
now mpldly changing from the status of
a hunter to that of a day lnborer, sub-
glelence farmer, and stockman, They have
made much progress in leaming lo speak
the English language, and in gaining both
confidomce in and frendliness Lowand
the white man. They are sociable, whaole-
same, energelic, nnd progressive,

The Miccasuker lanjuage group es-
caped largely from capiure by the white
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armmy during the Seminobe War, and re-
mained within the state. Thew comprise
more than two-thirds of the Indians of
Florida, and live largely In a regien akbout
thirty miles south of Lake Qkeechobee,
Until recenl years their homelond has
been stocked compamibively well with
gate, and they have found subsistence
for themselves and their families in the
lifie of o hunier.

Perhaps the most outstanding clarse-
ieristhe of the tribe a2 & whole has been
itz proud and vialent antipathy towsard
the white man. Clay MacCauley In the
vear 1880 stated that its members “ame
antaponistic o the white man as a mes,
and the white man's culiore , ., The
feeling of the tribe is antagonistie to such
primary education s reoding, writing,
and ealeulntion. "

He states that the brother of Eillie
Fewell refused to concur in such senti-
ment, and deserted his Indian camp lifo,
and went to the white ssttloment to
live in n white home, MacCauley says that
he  overheard members of the tribe
threaten to kill this Incion, and o later
stary states that he was indicted before
the Seminole court, convicted, and exe.
cuted.

MacCauley adds: “They are decided in
their enmity b any representative of the
white man's government and la every-
thing which bears opon it the govemn-
ment's mark . . . The wars of ibeir ances-
tiors, extending over nearly two cenburles,
did ithe most to make them the b and
proud people they are . . . They ame now
strong, fearless, haughty, amd indopen.
doni."™"

It also may be said that the Lribe has
devoted these two cenlures of herobe
striggle and saerifice in an effort 1o es-
cape the abdorption and Bumilkation
which have always been the consequende
of becoming & ward of the white people,
The Seminole & most deeply devoted to
freedom and independence. He reluse: to
accopt the status of o conguersd man,
or o enter into a relationship which
ranks him socially as inferior to any so-

called predominant race, For more than
two wenlories be has been guided by the
belief thai he can find an escape From
such a relatbonship by withdrawing from
entangling contacts with the white man,
and selting up a world of hii own in
which he and his are the predominant
tactors, 1t was this that led him o aban-
don b hame in Georgla and fo pe-ese
tablish himsell in & new and strange re-
glon in the northern part of Flosida, and
later te give over this section te the
white emigranis and fo seitle sgain on
new lands toward the eenter of the stabe,
and fnally to Nes before the army of his
wpemy to the Evergledes. Here he found o
great natural barrier which has greatly
aided him in his guest for hiz major
objective,

Because of this subsequent hatred for
the government, and because of the large
measiwre  of  economic  independence
which his final hoemeland afforded him,
and because of its innccessibility, no el
fort was made Lo include him under the
Indinn Service until about four decades
age. However, even before there was a
Florida Indian Servies, he had nol sue-
coeded in escaping entangling white con-
tacts, Among the first institutions to un-
dertake his conversion bto the things of
the white race was the saloon, As early
ps a hall century pge sich an estabdish-
ment was located in the heart of his
homeland, and liguor [or his consump-
tion was freighled in an ox cart Ehrough
roadless swamps over many weary miles,
Other saloons were convenlently locsted
at trading posts which he visited, Mac-
Cauley mentions the fact that the Semin-
nofes  wers  accustomed to engape in
drinking “sprees” during their infrequent
vigis to white seitlements,

Local tradition states that these saloon
keppers were andious onosgh bo entice
the visiting band of Indians inlo thekr es-
tahlishments, and provide them with
whiskey for the money which they had
recelved for the sale of the products of
iheir hamting and trapping, bul when this
money was exhausied and the Seminoles



were overcome with intoxieation, they
were thrust out 8t the back door of the
saleon and loff o any exposure which
chance might bring them,

(ther stories of this tradition claim
that the edocatlon of the Seminole has
been promoled again by smart young
whites whoe found great pleasure fn
taking some aggressive voung Indian into
the ssleon end getting him drink, or, in
more recent years, In introducing him
inte those soclal clreles of prostilutbon
which nre found In some Florida cities
The suceess of such missionary endeavor
is confirmed by Nash's statement that in
1930 ane half of the eamings of the tribe
wis expenced for whiskey, and that
veneresl infection had made a recent
nppearance o the tribe, and during the
obove wvear had spread Lo a litte less
than 4% of its total papulation.

It ghould not ke forgotten that during
the halfl century there have been & num-
ber of sturdy ond genulne white citizens
who have manifested n Kindly and an un-
selfish interest in this rugged group. The
first Indinn Agent, Dr. J. E. Brecht, was
such a character, He established a sawmill
ol the frontier village of Immokales, and
began a program which proposed o new
ecanomic independence for them,

He discovered that the land on which
the Indian lived was coming rapidly into
the possession of the white man. Through
the devotion of much {ime and effort he
sueceeded in securing for the Semincles
abadit 10,(MH) acres of land, Already the
white people had obiained all of the
maee yoluaablde tracts, and it loter devel-
oped that the grealer portions af the arva

sacured for the Indians was of little value,

Az o physician he doctored their sick,
and taoghi them the prevention of di-
srase, There & every possible mson 1o
believe that his unselfigh service and wise
leadership wouald have beem wmiuable to
Lhese Indians,

Bul wherever Indians and white moeen
meil fhers seems (0 be an inevilable
elash af interests. AL this early period the
Seminoles had becoms sufficiently en-
tangled with white coniacis o arouse
sueh & collision. As men in the indus-
trinl world ofien establish a “‘comer™
an  some  eommercial  produet, and
through unfair advantage, realize enor-
mous prafits, s have there been those
who have established a “comner’” on the
emotional life of this ar the other Indian
group, and thereby realized selfish bene-
fit: in ane form or another,

The Seminale's embittered past and
hiz fear of white coniacts made him an
casy Viethn of this tvpe of abiuse, Selfish
and unserupubous white men were qul.:'l;
to seek bo sel up a domination over him,
']"hl?'ﬁ-' gained his acqgimintanes, and led
him te believe thal they were protecting
him from the crflt, greed, and deceitfil-
ness of his traditionnl enemy. He made no
investigation of the charges he heand,
They were free (o invent whalever story
that might best serve Uieir purpose, As
soon &4 @ given ward boss set up his do-
mination over a group of Indians he was
able o wie them for the promotion of his
own selfish interest.

The Seminole's extreme bitterness
toward the government has made (L all
bul impossible for government officials

Isolated Seminole camp on 8 sputhwest Florida hammok, photogrophed by James
Glenn, Glenn remarked that mosguitoss wers “severe™ whan ha vidited this eamp,

to extend to him the government's pro-
gram of justlee and equity. Dr. Brecht,
because of his relation with the govem-
ment, found it scarcely possible (o com-
bat ithe dominstion of seifish and un-
scrupulous white men,

[n his day there were vollow and un-
principled publications which were ready
to farm a collusion with corrupted politi-
ciing, and the ward bosses of the Indian
groups. Brechi was attacked by such a
newspaper in Fi. Myers, Material for
these attacks &5 readily obtainable, A
Brge ol whiskey will sweep pway any
independent judgment which the Indian
MmEy have formed of & given government
representative, and will liberafs his old
tide of racial bitterness loward his tradi-
tional ememy.

Brechit's work kn purchasing this land
withdrew him from contact with the In-
dian population, which in tum afforded
the ward bosses of his day a larger oppor-
tunity to impalr b influenee with the
members of the trbe. Thus the govem-
ment's first constructive endeavor in be-
half of these people was rather effective-
¥ pbstructed by ward bossps who were
moved by the fear that their domination
aver the Indian might therehy be broken.

Because  the  Miccasukee language
group has been sheliered by the Inacees-
sthility of their homeland, and has hasd
less contacts with the masses of the white
citizenship, they have been more greatly
viclimized by this abiuse than the Indians
of the northern group, Their batred of
the white man and his government has
been effectively promoted and propa-
gated by those who seek o dominate
them, This has been especially true in re-
cent vears among the Miami division of
this groop.

About two decades pgo an apgressive
young lmdian who owned and opernied &
stare jn Fi. Lawderdale conceived of the
plan of charging an admission to white
tourisis who wvisited his camp. He pros-
pered, and later enlarged his trade by
rm:n'lng kit busines to Miami, He became
10 suecesaiul that white men rabbed him
of his establishment, and began the pro-
motlan of o besiness that has “boomed™
the tourlst trade of Miami and yielded
its clthzens many thousands of dollars
annunily.

The “hallahoa™ af thess show places
featured the Indian as an uncongueensd,
unrelenting, smd implacable enemy of the
ways of the white man, and especially
af the white man's government. The man-
agement was represented as the great
benefactor, and the government and (s
agent as the chiel maolefactors of the
tribe,

The Seminobe was (sitered at being
accorded the status of an wupneonguersd
man, His past wrongs inclined him to
believe the charges against the govern-
ment, and to canfide in the management
of these show places. Thus hie came io
wleld to ward bossisim,
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The white tourist was amazed to see
i people “who had conguered the Amori-
cnn government,” wos disgusted with Lthe
inmanitation of the Indian, and knew
enoiagh of the govemment's past treaf-
ment of the Semicole (o occept the
chorges relative to the charmscter of [
presenl breatment.

It was not known by elther the four-
tsd or the Indian that the management in
one case siated fankly that any solution
af the Florida Indian problem would muin
his business. The infistice, disireis, pover-
1y, ignorance and disease of the tribe are
the matedals which boom such business,
Dy afler day for more Lhan o decade Lhe
Miami Inadians have litened Lo a type of
ballahoo which has had for iis purpose
the promotlon and propagation of the
[ndign's bliterness {oward the things of
the government, and an effective bock:
ade of the government’s attompt to ex-
tend a program of justice and equity Lo
their people.

SECTION Mo I
THE LAND PHOGEHAM

As has been w@ald above, the tribe has
devated two centurlies of heroic struggle
and sacrifice kn an effort lo escaps the
ahsorptlon and humilistion which have
been the natum] consequence of be-
coming wards of the white people. Be-
came of the Seminole’s devolion to froe-
dom and independence he has eefused
fo pecepd the status of a conguered
man, of to enter inte an Inferior socinl
relationship.

In all of these things he should have
the mosl sincere sympathy and the
highest admiration of every individual
who cherishes those essential and funds-
mental principles of democmey which
have been trinslated into the social,
peditbeal, and religious life of the Amerd-
can people by men like Washington,
Jefferson, and Lincoln, Bul his biltermess
toward other rmces, and his suhmisgian
to the domination of bossism are matters
ol regret.

It also has been stated thal for two
and & half conturies he has been guided
by @ bellef that he can find an escape {o
4 subordinate econgmic, polilical and
socinl stalus by withdrawing from en-
tangling white conlacts, nnd by setiing
up a warld af his own in which he and his
are predaminant fectors. In thie effort he
has insisted on malntaining & squatter
status toward the land on which he has
eel up his camp. The consegquence s in-
evitahle. The land becomes the legal
property of members of the white mee,
and ke is driven from his home,

His great objective, like all ideals,
never will be realized completely. But
they, who love demoeracy, hope he may
hove means through which he can enjoy
it in part. His “dream world” cannof be
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James L. Glenn at the thme he served as special commissioner o
the Saminales, 1837- 1935,

sel wp until he holds the legal title to s
real estate, But this Is a concession (o the
white man's wave. For, according to the
Indian social, political and religiows or-
der, lnnd is o public possession, and [ta
title cannat be conveyed by law,

The proposal of the povernment o
buy the Litke to a hemeland for the
trib must be treated also as o conces-
sion to the white man’s claim to Florida,
The Semincles believe that they jestly
own the peninsula. In the sight of Justice
and thelr Greal Spirit they cannod sacr-
fice the herltage which God and His
great Law has granted them

Such sentlment s nobde. But where
are the white people who, because of it,
will vacste their citbes apd farms lo the
red men? Motumlly the white people fecl
that they, too, have p heritage thal comses
in somewhere in the order of things. It
iz thersfore futile fof the Indian Office
tn propose Lo grant the Seminole the
full measure of his expectation. He must
concede that title to real estate b con-
vived by law, and thal It B now in the
pissession of the legal owners, and that,
st least, expodiency requires that he shall
come o re-own il through purchase, It
may be restated thal the welfare and the
progress of the Beminoles, the efficiency
and thoroughness of the Flodds [ndian
Sorvice, and it mny be added, the r.'mt:f
possiblo firsd siep Loward a partial reall-
zalion of the great dream of these people
require the purchnse of an adequate
homeland for them.

Because of the conslderation of thess
faets the CHfcer In Charge has regarded
the Department’s land buying program ns
the most essential feature of the vear, &
reeital of the land which, for o number of
years, has been owned by the government
for these Indinns s impressive, There aro
0000 ncres in Monroe county, 23061
acres in Hendry county, 2166 scres in
Martin county, BED acres in Collier coun -
ty, and 480 acres in Broward county.
Because the acreage is so large, the Indian
leng been condemned apaln and agaln for
ot using the property which has been
purchased for his use. Mr. Nash, in his
report, swys thoi these Indiape have no
land problem ontil they use the land they
mow have. However, with relemrnce to the
most of this acreage it may be waid that
if the white man kad known of any use
e could have made of i, the Indian
iever would have gotlen il IF the white
man 5 unable to find any use for such
property, how many vears may be ex-
pected to elapse before the Indian finds a
g for it Until eitker the Indian or the
white man can find a uwe for L Lhe tribes-
pwen are justified in nod using it I the
meaniime he needs no more af this kind
of Land.

Ax has bheen sald in a rehabllitagion
proposal, the new purchase area must
contaln the essential and lundamsental
physieal values which will nake pos-
sible & progmm af growth and develop-
ment that will eMect the permanent re-
habilitation of the bribe, By reason of its



location and Lhe clhamcter of ils resources
it must b potentially fited for handling
all phases of the social and econamic life
af the group. If the tribe's own major
abjective is to be given consideration, i
muest fof e broket up inbo small and
widely seattered irscts, A seabiered
peaple are eashly conguersd and absoeh-
ed. They are helpless in their attempt to
resist these soclal forces which compel
them to occupy & subordimate social
status. They are socially crushed, and
cannol retain for themselves the poses-
gion af pride, strength, fearlessness, nar
independence — elements of charscter
which have been cherithed so strongly by
the Seminoles.

Ultimately the prime quest of life s
neither the possession of wealth, nor
power, nor evien knowledge, but “'charc-
ter,”" Man's lange concem is 5o to copdusct
himsedf that, through the varied evenis
af his life, he shall reveal no weakness,
foolishness nor wickedness, Rehabilita-
tion programs  should  provide their
clienis with some wealth, some power,
and some  knowledge, but above all
they should provide hem with (he
essentinl eonditions which ereate and
maintaln character. A plan which pro-
pases o scattered Florbds Indlan popula-
tlon does nod mect the most important
specification of all rebabilitation pro-
grams, [t would divest the Seminole of
his ruppedness and individestism, asd
would defeat him in hiz major aims nnd
PUFpOSHE,

Mr, Mash did not wholly neglect the
land needs of the trike, He proposed that
the 99,000 scres in Monroe county
slicnild be exchanged for an eqial acreage
in the area north of the Everglades Na-
tienal Park, Thiz seelion is one of the
better hunting grounds of the state, &
the present home of maeny Indians, and
will afford the Seminoles an epporiunt-
ty to derlve some of the benefits which
the Park will bring Florida. The proposal
is sound nnd hes the support of the Of-
ficer in Charge, but the lows which make
poagible such an exchange were not ob-
tained until the spring of 1935,

About & venr befare Uils, the loeal
administrative afficer was authorized to
begin wark on a land purchasing program
which was to exteird through a number
of years. Options were obtained on four
sectbone In Collier eounty near Miles Cliy,
and four sections In Glades county near
Brighton, The progmm was submitied
io Dr, W, A, Hartman, Reglonmnl Director
of the Resettlement Administration, for
his examination and approval. But his
authority provided for the purchase of
submarginal land. It was thought that Lhe
125,000 acres mentioned above  was
enough af this type of land, The two
tracts proposed for purchase had been
chogen  because  they contained land
whieh the [Indians, themselves, prized,
and which seem to meet rehabilitation
requirements. The Eimber on the Collies

county Lract indicated that it was nol
submarginal In charcter. However it
wis broken with swamps and oulb-crops
of peck. [rr. Hartman was not satisfied
with 1t. He was anxbous to abd the Florida
Indisn: and approved the purchase of
bavih of the tracts. His Washingion Of-
fiee, however, did not sustain his ap-
proval, and the whole project was re-
jected.

The Officer in Charge was then in-
strwcted to divide the propesal and sub-
mit each iract as a separate project. This
was done and the Giasdes county project
was acceptod and its purchase suthorzed.

A number of objections hod risen
agninsd the other tmct, The Officer in
Chare believed that some of thes
might be removed if he shoaild secure the
services of a compelent and disinterested
Umber eraiser and appraiser through the
Siate Forester, This state department
appoiited a member af its saff who
cruised the timber, appraised the land
and prepared the report on this Lraet.
The Reéeseitlement Adminbsiration of
Washington again rejecled the proposal
Dir. Hortman then furmbzhed a member of
his staff who prepared o third report, bt
it was rejeciod.

It had required & vear to carry through
these nepotiations. During the laiter
pari of the spring of 1936 the fitle to the
Glades county land was acoopted and its
purchase was completed, Tt containe a
number of voloahle and beswtiful ham-
mocks, and i prizved greatly by the In-
dians, themselves, Or, Hariman exprossed
the opinion that there is not a troct of
tamd that is now owned by any Indians
within the United Sfates thal is befler
adapied to the rehabilitation reguire.
ments of these people.

As the Presldent’s administrative plan
developed, a much larger land program
eeemied possible for the Seminoles. For
many months [the] Officer in Charge
nscl members of the tribe and discussed
sibch a program with them They presed
anew Lheir claim to the whole of the
peningula. Some ohjected thal the pro-
posal contemplated the purchase of
their own land from a people who did
nod own (b Some recalted that In the
lust treaky, which the povermment made
with them, they were to have all of the
territory south of Pesse Croek, Although
this included such cities as the Palm
Beaches, Minmi, Key Wesi and Fi. Myers,
they thoughi that they should demand
this or they should aceept nothing,
Others thought it was wise to support
as large a program as the government
wauld undertake.

Among the Indisns of the morihesm
group many families wanted to buy the
smuall, jrregular and scattered fields on
which they lived, The following case i3
typical. Ome family lives in a6 Bolated
witite settlement composed, at feast in
part, of bootleggers. Mo other Indians
live near. The father died of intoxkcation.

The bovs are often drunk and are often
I jall. Four af the girle have half-white
children, These people wanl o remain
In thiz environment, and want the govem-
ment b buy the land on which they live.

This and other locsl problems have
led the Officer in Charge to belleve that
sound leadership requires that all of the
Indians in the northern section shall be
grouped in a single community, Twenty -
fve or fifty years will demonstrate the
soiidiness aof such leadership, If the
group is to continue to be scattered
among the white population, and if some
af its famblies are to conlinue to live
under their present environment they
largely will be ecrushed before another
two and o hall decades.

The Indians of this section, howover,
fimally sgreed that they wanied Indian
Prairie in Glades county, Blue Field and
Cow Creek in 84, Lucie county, and Ft.
Drrum swamp in Okeechober couniy,

The members of the southern group
had encountered little of no trouble in
livhng on their land siader the stalus of a
squatter. They saw no immediate need of
purclhasing ita title. They were strongly
convinced of Lheir ownemship of the
whaole peninsule. Some ook the positien
that the legal title to Florlds land was
valld only by reazon of the white man's
lawe, and the white man®s ways, and that
their people wore bouwnd by meither, but
conducted thelr affairs wholly and ex-
clusively mccording to the Indian social,
paolitical, and cconomic order. The In-
dians, theroform, should ignore the legal
title to all Florida real estate, Others
thought they sheuld ohtain as much tand
& the government was willing o secure
for them. They requested the tract within
Collier eounty that lies north af the Ta-
miami Trall and west of the Immokalec
road.

Dring the development of these nego-
tintions certain officlals of West Palm
Hesch met the Officer in Charge and pro-
posed Lhat their city should act as host to
the Secretary of Interior and the Com-
mslaner of Inding Affoirs, They staled
that in a telephone conversation the See-
retary had spoken with faver to their
proposal. They expresied an interssl bn
the rehabllitation of the Ssminoles, and
befleved that such plans would be pro-
moted by the vislt of these administea-
tive officers. They expressed a desire (o
leam just what program the Indian peopie
wanted, The Cficer In Charge told them
of the severnl tracts of land which had
been requested by the different Semi-
nole groups. They thought that the In-
dians should have on additional benefit
of an annuity of ten or fifteen dollars
per month per family,

M proposal, containing these two items,
WS p?rrpaﬂd ansd Mr:lill.ed to the Wash-
ington officlale. It was represented as the
prebable thing that the Seminodes would
expect of them. After It had been exa-
mined, the invitation was necepted,
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Since the Floridn Indians may gain no
momsible advantage therough the propaga-
tion of their bitterness towand govem:-
mentl  represeniatives, the Ofhcer in
Charge, for o fumber of years, has
stiiven to liberate them from Lhis old
hntred, and he, together with other In-
terested citizens, used every effort to
pecpare them lor a cordial and benelicinl
caonference with their guests, The event
wat Lhe one hundredth annivesary of
the beginning of the Seminole War, and
was the frst time [n their history thai
they had beon honored by a visit from
the Commissioner ar the Secretary, The
Wslt indicated a new interest o Eheir
wellnre, and promised an unprecedented
apporiunity (o enlarge and strengihen
thit imtereal

But certain self-gppoknted “puardians"
of the tribe became greatly oxclied |est
the “poor Indlan” was abowt to ke trick-
ed, Munlcipal rivalry projected itself into
the occasion, and made a show of child.
like conduct. Predatory interests were
amused. The management of ane af the
commercial Indian villages exprosed the
aplajon that the propoesed conference
wis o foolish move on the part of the
people of Florda. For, ([ the Indian in
this econference manifested a frendship
for the government, and if the press of
the nation published this fact, the tourist
wiould lose interest inseving him, and the
trade which had grown out of this in-
teresi would be lost, All of these agencies
congpired fo embitter the Indians towand
the conference, and frghten them away
from 0L, and thereby to lead them (o re-
tain their reputation as the unrelenting
enemies of the American goveminent,

Fortunately for the Seminoles, the old
tradition is more and more coming to be
a myth, As has beon indicaied above,
there were those among them who had
met the Officer in Charge and had join-
ed with him in planning the proposed
lnnel program. And  there were those
who could not be [rightened away from
the opporiunity to meed the Washinglon
officials and request the purchase of
these Enncs,

The Commisboner wanted to visit a
camp that hod been untouched by white
influence, and io meet o group of In-
dians who were engaged in thelr native
occupations mther than in the show |ife
of Miami or the Tamiami Tmil, Sinee
the parly was large and the Hme was
limited it was thought that Jobnny Bus-
ter's camp al Deep Lake in Callier county
was the bedt loeation for such 8 confe-
rence. A number of Indians, ineluding
one of the medicine men, were present,
but the group did not clalm (o represent
the Eribe In an officlal way, and made no
requesis, but stated that they would be
satiafied with the plans which should b
ngreidd wpon et the eenfermnee on Ehe
following day ot West Palm Beach,

A much larger band bod already ga-
thered gl the Exd Coasd eily, 1L was
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hoped that all of the leaders of the tribe
might joln In this Anal copferenee, Bt
unfortunately the Seminoke’s faith in the
American govemment is easily criashed,
Oievala, himself, had beéen  caplured
under x flag of fruce, and the tribe on
aihver occadions had experenced a kin-
dred treatrent from (ts cnemy. Some of
the leaders thooght it was a wiser plan
to remain &t thelr camps, plani their
corn, and Forget the white mamn,

When the Officer in Charge saw that
the full representation of the iribe would
nok be present ab the final conference he
advised those present to submit theie re-
quest bn the form of a petitbon. Sinee the
rlight af petition belongs to the humislest
clilzen [members of] this group were
at liberty Lo petition their guests without
dolng wrong to other leaders who relised
to join in the conference,

The hand at West Palm Bench gathered

"
L ﬂ-':u.-" e

fathers of the losses of owr people in
the Zeminole War, and donng recent
ywoars have witnessed the coming of the
white man inbo the last remnant of our
e lamnd,

“We have seen them draln our lakes
and waterways, cultivate our felds, har-
vest our forests, kill our gnme, and take
possrssion of our hunting grounds and
homes. We have found thot it now grows
mare and more difficili to provide food
and clothing for our wives and ehildren,

“We peguest and petlthon you to use
vour Influence with the Congress and
the President of the United States fo ob-
tain for us the following lands and hene-
fiits:

“I. All of the lands in the state of Flo-
rida s marked on the map attached lene.
o, including:

“{a) Lands in Collier, H:-ndry. Brow -
ard, and Dade counties known as the Big

Cypress,

Commercial Indian villzge slong the Tamiami Trail. Glenn felt that tourist attractions

such as thiv degraded the Seminodes, and he criticized their unsanitary conditions,

on the previous day and discussed the
proposzal which they wanted Lo present.
They withdrew themselves from every
wiite individual. It so happened that
the (Mflcer |n Charge was engaped with
the group on the West Cosst during this
day. They formulated thelr plans and
marked off on & map the aress which
anch group desired. The follewing is the
petition which they submiited:

“We a group af the Seminale Indians
of Florida, ssembled in conference an
the one hundredth anniversary of the
Seminole War, beg vou to hear us:

“The Seminole Indians have not been
at war with the Unlted States for one
hundeed yeors. The Seminole Indians
live in peace and happiness in the Ever-
glades, and hove plensant relntions with
the United Stotes govemment. The Semi-
male [ndians want a betber understanding
with the United Stales government and
want (o hear no more about war.

“We have leamed from our lore-

“{b) Lands in Glades county knewn as
Indian Prafrie,

*{c} Lands in Marlin and 3, Lucie
colunties known & the Cow Creck coun-
try and the Blue Field seclion,

“id} Lands in Infian River and Okes-
chobee counties known s the Fu Drum
SWAMP.

“II. For the loss of our other Ends
and our property an annuity of 515 per
caplin per month,

L, The full time nursing services of
Indian nerees. "

[L should be nodiced Lhat the band re-
present themeelves as simply & “group of
the Seminole Indlans.” They “‘petition™
for the benefits. That local govermment
officials have been able b0 win the good
faith of many of the Seminoles is attested
by the second patagraph of the pefition.
Many of them hove had genuine, whole-
same, and cordial relations with the Of-
ficer In Charge. The friendship has beon
mutual,



The Indinns, who joined in presenting
the above petition, were rl-;-pe-nl!l'l.ll and
cotirpeoiis, In manifesiation of this they
remoyed their shoes, and came into the
presence of their puesis unshod, The of-
ficials from Washington complimented
them on their past herolsm, and pledged
them o lnrger land programe The Secre-
tary thowpht that it would be pessible Lo
obtain a5 moch as 200,000 scres. The
conference promoted that geodwill and
friendsllp that ought to exisl between
the Seminoles and thelr government,

A fow weeks later the Assivtant to
the Commisstoner met the Offieer in
Charge In Tallahasses, and In conference
with the Govermor, explained that the
Federal povernment proposed to buy
about six tewnships of land for the
Zeminoles which would be located in
Collier county north of the Everglades
Mational Park, The siabe legislature
wis regiiested o enact o law authorzing
the Govermor to exchanpge the 99,000
acre Ermct in Monme county for an
equal acreage adpoining the proposed
Federal purchase, This was agreed upon,
and the proposed lw was enseted

On May 10, 1935, the Officer in
Charge was instrueted to begin negotla-
tions for the purchase of the several tracts
af land that were reqguested by the Semi-
noles, As hefore, the progam was o be
submiited to the Hegional Director of
the Resettlement Administration for bis
examination and approval. The whole
purchase was o be made by his depart-
menl.

Ten days later the Officer in Charge
ohtained an appeintment with Dr. W,
A. Hartman, and dizcussed with him
these plans. OF the five tracks which
the Indians wanted, he thought that
Indian Prairie alone met the rehabilica-
tion specileations and requirements of
his department. He mised the furiher ob-
Jection that the work required by the Re-
settlement Administration for the justifi-
cation of the purchase of 200,000 acres
of land was more than one man coulbd ac-
complish in the allotted time, He thought
that all o the time would be consumed in
mere preliminaries, and that when the
timi lad expired, none af te land would
e I final condition for purchase. He pe.
eommended tkat, if the estine program
were presented, the several tracls should
he prepared consecutlvely, rather than
simultaneansly.

According to the instructhons of the
Indian O{fice, Dr, Hartman was in charge
af the land progran, His depariment con-
trofled the funds through which such a
purchase was posaible. On the other hand
the Indian Office urged that the program
should be based on the Indian®s ewn judg-
ment of his needs, It was difficult to -
contile these two  requirements.

The Resettlement Administration was
composed of men who were trained in
the science of land utilization, These men
had sct up certnin necesaary standards

and specifications which every trmet of
land was required to meot belore |t could
be boughl for rebabilitation purposes.
The Indians Enew nothing of such
slandards, and it was difficult, in some
cases, o defend the tract of land which
they chose from the charpe that it did not
areel these specifications, For example, it
wiould requine much argument (o convines
land utilization scientists that the Fi,
Drum Swamp was potentially fitted for

hanvdling all phases of the social and eco-
nomie Ufe of these Indians. Dr. Hartman,
a8 & etlentist himself, did not want to
make such claims before his depariment
for several of the Indians' selections,
From the standpoint of his department it
would jeopardize the whole project to
include within it those tracls of land
which were obviously unsuited to the re-
quirements of rehabilitation.

But the Officer in Charge and the In-
dian Office wanted the land for other
purpases, Thelr aims were not those of
the Resettlement Administmtion, The
Officer in Charge was very much interest-
ed in the rehabilitation of the tribe, and
wanted lnnds that were flited o meel
these needs, But he also wanted all of the
property he might be able to get for the
Indiang, and be wanted to fullill the ax-
pectation of the Indians, which had
grown out of the conference at West
Palm Beach. He saw the difficulty in the
gliem (o reconcike these aims, As a pro-
liminary step he and Dr, Hariman agreed
that all of the seversl tracts should be in-
cluded in & first proposal, and that Lhe
tracts should be prepared In 8 consecutive
arder for approval and fnal purchase, D,
Hartman gave his immediate approval
of the Indian Prairie tract. According to
the instructions from the Indian Office
the Officer in Charge was authorized to
appraise only those teects that had been
approved by Dr, Hartman, He was there-
fore authorized to appraise the Glades
county Iands of Indian Prairie, but must
awalt unttl Hartman approved the ather
tracts before they could be appraised,

On hks return from Lhis conference he
was jolned by a representative from the
Indinn land office, and they examined the
lands under consbderation, and began the
negotistions for obtainkng options on
them, This work was completed toward
the latter part of Mav, and the Officer
in Charge began immediate work on se-
curing all of the materlal in preparing
and submitting the proliminary proposal.

This proposal covered o total of
230,000 acres, and included sicteen sec-
tions in Blue Field, thirty - two sections in
the Cow Creek country, a large area in
Indian Prairie, and more than &% town-
ehips in Collier county. It was completed
on June 12th and forwarded to Dr, Hart-
man’s office. Since one and only one
traci hnd had the spproval of Harman,
it and it alone was ordered approked by
the Officer in Charge. As stafed sbove, he
‘was required fo await the action of Dr,

Hartman bofore e hed authority o pro-
ceed with the apprabsal of the other
tracts,

Dr. Hartman's office informed the Of-
ficer in Charge that his preliminory re-
part had been received, and that the He-
pettlement Administration was boing re-
organized, and that the Regional Director
whe i Washington, and that action on the
proposal must await until he retormed.

The appraissl report on 45,000 pcres
af the lndian Pralde land was completed
on duly 23nd, Since the Officer in Charge
hnd had no further word from D, Hart-
man's office, he loft immediately with the
repart for the Heglonal Office at Galnes-
ville, Florlda, The conference was not en-
couraging. Dw. Hartman was more tho.
roughly absorked with the alms of his
depariment, He was more completely
convineed that he could nol apprave of
the whole of the proposal. He felt that
guch approval would compromise his of.
fice amd his prafession,

The Officer in Charge was disturbed
over (hewe facts, He (elb that the Indian
Office was nol in a position to abandon
the propoded purchase of the large tract
morth of the Everglades MNational Park. He
rcognized that from a rehablitation
standpoint it would be diffiealt o jus-
tify the ecost of the project. The area was
lnrge, imnecessible, and did not admic
of intensive utilization, Since the options
had been oblained it became possible to
so reblock the tracti to eliminate consi-
deralle high priced land and to include
an equal acreage of tand eosting less Lhan
Elxty-five cents per acre. On August dth
he proposed to the Indlan Office a re-
arrangement of this land which now in-
cluded townships 48, 49, 50, and 51 of
ranges 33 and 34, The state owned
townships of the above numbers in
range 36, The entire tract s 18 miles
wide and 23 miles long, included the
Hendry county reservafion, provides a
splendid hunting pround, and affords the
Florida Indians the opporfunity to share
the benefits growing out of the Ever-
glades Mational Park,

Dr. Hartrman was provided with a
copy of this proposal, but it did not
receive his approval, For he believed
that even these changes had nol hroaght
the propesal within the aims apd stan-
dards af Lhe HResollement Adminisdrn-
tion, The Indian Office made no reply
to the proposal, and, apparently, rec-
opnlzed no difficulty in reconcling the
alms of the two departments. It merely
grew more and more impatient over the
delay in the comipletion of the Florida
land buying progam, but it neither pro-
vided the funds for the purchase, nor the
autharity to “go over the head' of Dr,
Hartman.

In the former purchase i@ lad sug-
gested that the peoject should be divl-
ded into two parts, and each part should
he permitted to stand on [ts own merfis
From the standpoint of the feld this
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seemed the only means of getting any one
part af the land purchased. This would
place the Indian Prairie projecl in line
for [inal approval and purchase, and
worlld  permit other, and less. favorshble,
tracts o he proposed separately.

The Officer in Charge mwei Dr. Hart-
man on Avgust 23rd in Gamesville and
this plan was agreed upon, and the pro-
posal on the Indinn Fraire project was
prepared in bis office in conjunctien with
metnbers of his stall, and receivod his ap-
proval apd was forwarded o his Wash-
ington office for its approval. His Wash-
inglon affice informed him that the
proposal was not supported by the In-
dian Office, and it must be dropped,
Apparently, dilficully in reconciling the
aims ol the two depariments ad pro-
Jected itsefl into the relationship of the
administrative officials of Washinglon,

In the meantime Congress hod made
& new apprapristion of four hillion
dolloes for pelief, and planslng boards
had been set up In each state, and & Fed-
vl Coordinator hnd been appointed.
Amang the propased projects of the state
was & levee on the northwest shom of
Lake CHeeechobes which was fo cost be-
tween three pnd four million dollars, and
was bo protect |ess than four hundred
people from the Mood water of the Lake
at the time ol a horricans, These people
live on the Lake shore, Such hurricanes
areé mol likely o visilk any one ocomema-
nity more than once In ben vears.

The Indian Praicie reservation is looca-
ted on this Lake shore, The [ndians have
thelr homes on the high hammocks that
are found severnl miles from the water's
edge. They need no leves Lo protect them
from these Mood waters. The whale Lake
share could be bought for a small percent
of the cost of the levee. [t seemed logical,
therefore, for the government to buy this
Iake shore, convert [t into & game pressroe
and huonting ground and cattle mnge for
the Indians, and give it to them,

Suich a project was prepared by the O
fleer in Charge, was approsed by the
Einte Planning Board, some of the leading
engineers of the slate, and some of the
mombers of Congress, Hut the [ndian
Office did nod support. it

e of the responsibilities which camae
to the Offscer in Charge, during the eady
part of the year, was the task of conduet-
ing an election amang the Seminales on
their poisible adoption of the provislons
of thie Indion Heorganizatbon Act. Among
other things, this act provided for Indisn
participation in the affairs of the tribe,
and for buyving them additional ands, Al
their conference al West Palm Beach they
had asked for both of thess things. The
election was called for March 3ikth, At
first even the Minml Indians woere favor.
able toward it, Bul they were subjeécied
to the usunl agitation and propagation af
fear and suspicion, On the day of the
election one of thelr leaden had been so
aroused that he thought the Cfficer In
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Charge might find himself desd if he per-
sisled in the election plans. He was in-
formed that there was no cccasion for
this emotiona! excitement, and that the
Indiana would be treated justly, His
brother was asked to pssist in condocting
the election,

The majority of the Indians were fair
minded in their attitude, bul stabed Lot
HW}' knew nothing of elections, and less
of the is=ues of this one, Again they want.
ed to go back to thelr camps, plont
thelr com, and forget the white man,

There wese those who kad taken part
in the conference at West Palm Beach.
Thelr confidence n the justiee and equity
of the government and ils representatives
had been strengthened. They wanted
land, and they wanted Indian participa-
tion In their affalm, and believed the sup-
port of this Act would bring them these
benefiis. They voted for the mezsure.

In the Iate summer of 1935 the Indian
Office allofted 525000 of the Indian
Reorganization Act appropriation for the
purchase aof land for the Semincles. 18
wak of the opinion that this money
should be used [or the purchase of land
for the soutbern group of Indians,

The CHficer in Charge [edt that if the
program must be redweed to such o small
purclinse, the sims back of s selection
musk be rehabilitation, The land must
admit of intensive utilization. The invest-
ment of the mopsey must secure @ Max-
imum production for the support of the
members of the tribe. Even with this the
Indian families would sulfer l«n.l:.uugh po-
verty. He belicved that the greatest op-
poriunity o carry out these aims was
forned i the Indian Praire coantiry, Here
were found mnge for cattle, and ham-
mocks for subsistence frming,

The Indian Office proposed o take
the final program owt of his hands and
enirust it to another, & mepresentntive

of the Indian tand office was senl Lo
Florida. Mueh time was given in making
o study of all of the tracis of land which
the Indians had wanted both in the
northem and southern Indian country.
The representative was convimced that
the Indian Prairle sectlon afforded the
greatest opporiuniiles, and he and the
Officer in Charge planned & final land
program for the Seminodes. IE was reco-
grlzed that two types of lond woere
needed, The [ndians should have grazing
land and hamimocks Tor subsisience rm-
ing ‘I'ne appraisal report on the 45,000
acre project gave them the opporiunity
Lo black oul within thot aren the best of
each type ol this land, The Gnal poo-
gram called for 4,5322.11 acres of the
higher hammock land, and 341759
acres ol the lower gmzing lind. The
board of apprabers had fixed the es.
timated value of this tract al shoul 53
poer acre. The owners hod agreed to
aceepl an average of a llitle Jesa than
=4 per acre.

The proposal was submitted o D
Hartman's office on  November 20th,
and war approved and forwarded (o the
[ndian Office, The Indian Office rejected
it, and took the supervision of this pro-
fgFram away [rom the Offieer in Charge,

During the whale of this work the
Officer in Charge has traveled belween
fifty and sixty thowsand miles. He has
trmversed almost Impassable swamps in
meeting the Indians and discussing with
them thelr land needs, He has given no
end of thought to land conditions in
South Florida, and o the rr-qul.rumunu
af the Seminoles, AL times he has worked
Lthrough the whale of the night in rushing
proposals and preparing maps and other
data for these progmms. A lamge progmm
hat been sef up and a great deal of in-
formation has been gained on if, but only
2600 aeres of land has been prrchased,

During his wnwre as special commissioner, Glonn initituted o number of work programa
to halp improve sconemic conditions for the Saminofes, Here, |ndians ride to work in
the south Florida vegatable fields,



It bs still largely true that the welfare
and progress of the Seminoles and the of-
ficiency and thoroughness of the Florida
Inetian Service roquire the purchase of on
ndequats homeland for the tribe, It §s
alaa true that the laod which has been
aptioned for four dollars per pere will be
splling for three or four times that amount
within the next decade, The nren north of
the Everglades MNatlanal Fark, and the In-
dian Prairie tract ore best suited for the
uses af the Florids Seminobes, and ulti-
mately they should be set aside for that

puTpos,

SECTION Mo, 111
THE INOUSTHIAL FROGRAM

Ope of the important features of
any sound lnnd program B the opportu-
nity It offers the Indions to improve and
make secure their own econemie indepen-
denee. The Seminole industrin] program
has been a largo element in the alms and
plami of the YEar,

Toward the Istter part of Janoary the
Indian Office farnished the Seminoles
with seventy-two head of thoroughbred
Angus eattle, These stock have boon lo-
cated al Danla and have dane well,

In Nevember the Officer in Charge
WAHE Buthorized to prepare o rehahilitn-
tion program for the tribe, and submit it
to Dr. Philip Weltner, Regional Direclor
of the Reseitlement Adminksiration, for
his examination and approval, Dre. Well.
ner was of the opinion that the money
for such o project could be obtalned only
on the basis of 2 lean. He directed mem-
bers of his staff to assid in the propara-
tion of a second proposal. A dilipent and
sincere offord was made to so plan the
progrmm that it would it the needs nned
conditions of the Indians, and at the same
time meet the requirements of [the]
Resettloment Adminlstration. The final
proposal provided for the expenditure of
approximately thirty thousznd dollars,
and planned to resetile forty Indian fami-
bes on the hammocks of the Indion Prakre
lands. The Officer In Charge did not feel
juatified in accepting the money on the
basis of a loan, and the Washington Office
of the Heseitlemont Administration did
not want to furnish the money as & grant,
The proposal was dropped,

However, Dr, Weltner stated that he
had 2,000 head of catile he would give
the Seminoles, Five hundred  forty-
seven were shipped immediately, and
wrrangements wene completed for the
shipment of another five hundreed head.
In the meantime the Indian Office had
rejected the final land progrum, and many
of the cattle already recoived wore stary-
ing to death because the lower grazing
lands had nof been purchased, The see-
ond shipment was abandoped,

[n eomjunction with the cattle and
land program (he Indisn Office has sup-
plied the local unit with funds for the
supporl of the largest lbor program the
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Members of the Seminole Cattlersen's Association brand their calves. Tha Introduction

of cattle raising to the south Florids reservations was porhaps Glonn's most significan
contrbutien to Seminale sconomic developmeant.

Semlmales have ever experienced, The fal-
lowing table shows the number of Indians
emploved, and the amount of money
paid directly to the Indlam for cach
manith of the year:

M, No, Total
Indians Manadays  Indian
Month  Emploved Worked Pay Roll
July a4 287 & 300,85
Aupgust B4 h2g 116362
Sopt. 49 TE2 1156, 60
et 449 TET 111422
Mo, 44 577 o 40
D, o0 348 931.78
dan. a0 a7z 4350
Fieh, 15 186 644,80
March 15 172 246.95
April 17 173 27860
May 14 219 27210
Jui e 15 147 Th.00

{During some of the above months pay-
ment was delayed to the fallowing
mionth. )

It will be =een that, during part
of the year, a crow of fifty Indinns were
employed in this program, The total on-
campment numbared about one hundred
fifty men, women, and children. They
came Trom all pections of the Indian
country, and worked with as much in-
dustry ns any crew of any ather type of

man, They were engaged in cloaring thelr
reservation and sodding it for a stock
Tagige,

For the whole of the year the selfish
apd predatory interests had continusd 1o
fight the kand program. As ususl they
were aroused by the success of this en-
terprise, Their atbtemptz to intimidate
the Indianm popuolation  proved guite
ineffective. Their next recourse B to
institute a lobby against any official who
suecessfully opposes them and either dis-
lodge him or discredit his work. They
enlisted the services of yellow journal-
iam and paraded the officer &5 0 miscreant
before the public, They mepresented the
project as worthless and o sheer waste
of funds. But their conduct revesls the
bltierness of their own defeat. For one
time the Florida Indians joined exten-
slvely with the government in a pro-
gram of setting wp a social and an econo-
mic world of thelr own in which they and
theim are predominand.

SECTION No. IV
HEALTH
During the past year disease has
brought more than itz usual burden of
trouble te the Seminoles, There have
beett o total of elghtesn deaths, The lol-
lowing is an incomplete Hst of the cases
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Toeilitin ] 9
Bronchta 1 | -
Ieflmente 6 102
Freumonu 3 [
T ubsrrrgleomds 4 16
Prastsy = T
TOTAL 115 180
Dusrane of Deprstive System
lzdapraticm % I
Camiriten i8 b |
Bl orsmres 18 |
Hosaiwarm 46 51
Typhoid o | a3
TOTAL 119 bt ]
Disease of Excretory System
Constipation ] B
Dharrtieca 5
Dysentery 12 15
Pyelitia 3 15
TOTAL it | an
Crreulntory Disease
Heart Troubis 23 63
Ansemia 12 1]
TOTAL a5 94
Sensory Diseaswe
Conjunctivitis T T
Insommnin i 2
TOTAL B ]
Disrwsrs of Reprodoctive Svstem
Sy phily 2 2
Do rhro. ] n
Snft Chamcrs 1 1
Enpeerss bt 4 A B
TOTAL i3 11
Dinerme of Joents
AR AL n =]
Meruralpa B | ‘_2
TOTAL F - a2
Bosaw of Skin
Abwrwia 13 =
TOTAL 15 ET]
Conlagious Diuraar not Listed Above
Mgl iz 15
Whaoping Cough 2 10
Malarin - | b -]
Chicken Pox 3 3
Dwrigue J 8
TOTAL T Bh
FINAL TOTAL a3z TRZ
The Florida Indlan Service has eontin-
ued its vigilance in its effort Lo combat
thess allmenie The following table shows
in part the extent of this work during

No, of Annusl
Physiclan Locstlen Calls  Cost
Hislmies Miami 266 $1217.51
Hapei Hollywoaed 291 2 961.50
Pender  Everglades 238  JBEST0
Dhavis Dkeechober 117 430,00
Booths Fu. Plved B 1BA00
Spooner Immokales _ 45 9732

TOTAL

v gralin
A total of 24 lefass were Bospatabized
through the year af 2 cosf of S10TE 34,

L0 8
should lead o new wnd langer benefity in
this fealih program,
SECTION No. V
EDUCATION
It will be recalled that in 1880 Maec-
Caaley stabed thai he foond the Semi.
noles gmbittered sgainst such primary
forms af education as reading, writing,

the greatest fhings the white man has ta
give to the Indian,
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The relief load during the year for the
aged and Indigent members of the bribe
oot & totel of 8163796, This & the
henviesi burden that has ever been borne
by the unlt in & single year for this group,
and b Indicative of the poverty and dis-
tress which | more and more
the tribe, Il s another reminder of the
of the purchase of & sound lend
tor the Lribe.
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young braves thow a willingness o

dawn the ancient barriers between them
and o people, and 1 bellove it powsible
that with sncouragement, at a time not
fur distant; all these Indians may become
ouf (elandi, forgelting their tmgie poal in

1]

& penceful and prosperous futuee,




