The Jazz Age, Age of Ballvhoo, the
Hnu.ring Twenties, call it whot wol will,
was  just beginning when Kenneth L.
Roberts received instructions to travel
to Floride. He had been engaged by
George H. Lorimer o do a seres of
articles on Flordda for The Soturday
Epening Post. Sinee Roberts had  just
completed a series of articles on Ewro-
pean  immigration (later published In
book form as Why Europe Leaves Home),
the assignment appeared fo be o natural
follow-up. Many Americans hod  just
begun to go south for the winier, and
Lorimer, being the sharp edilor that be
was, eeclded to have Roberis nvestigate
whiy,

What Roberts found was not especiol-
v inspiring. As ke told it, *the vpoalion:
ers In Florida at that time were so few
that Mismi Beach was a desert waste of
pumped-in gand, n checkerboard of un-
populated avenwes, spotted here and
there by three or four hotels and a few
scare houses,”! There was nol much Lo
report on in Florids in 1821, but Bobbs«
Merrill Company decided to put Foberts"
articles into book form and publish them
umder the title of Sun Hunting 1t sobd o
whopping 4,790 copies. As Roberis
poted, *'So 1 had three books on the
shelf, though nobody Enew [t

Roberts was not impressed with Flori-
dn, bui was looking for a place to escape
ao as Lo begin his career as a novelist, He
laid reached the meporters political pin-
pacte, the Washington, DUC, best, hut
found it frustrating, He found covering
L& H.l!rﬂinu ndministralion, and Harding
himself, to be baring, Fleading for a break
from  “that font of fat-headedness *
Roberis got his wish, vin apother trip Lo
Florida, Lormer once again asked him to
“scrutinize the distractomaniacs of Flo-
ks,

As editor of the Comell University
humar magazine, HRoberis had shown o
witty pen. The homor which meaders
faund fn the 1924 Florida articles proved
he had mod lost his touch, Every page is
fllled with hyperbole, puns, and snappy
one-linerse. However, the wit served io

{‘I'I'lplihlz-! the truth aboud Flodo of that
time, The facts that he reported concem-
ed the Tamoos lnnd boom of the 1920
*The real estate boom In South Florida
has pow bevn underway for several years,
during which time neardy everyone who
has had the sightesf idea what he wns
buying has profited when he bought in
the vicinity of established cities and re-
sorts . . . In the winter the Flosidians
ocecupy themselves nlmost entirely i sel-
ling to visitors from the North. In the
summer, when the tourst tde has re-
ceded, the Floridions sell thelr real es-
late lo one apother just (o keep Lheir
hands in,"™8 The exaggerntion |s In good
Tum and the point well taken,

If & Floridian wasn't selling land, he
wk cleaning it and building on it. *'Build-
ing sites, however, are plentifol and Flori -
tn contraciors have so developed the bus-
iness of building 8 house that it seems
more like a naturl force than a human
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operatben, The feverish speed with which
& mushroom emerges from nothing and
reaches maturity s almost being rvaled
by the indecent mpidity with which Flo-
rida houses attain their growth, A Florda
house builder ring some cement oul on
the ground to serve as o foundation,
clamis up a framework to which he nails
biack paper with a chicken.wire attach.
ment, slaps two or theee layers of cemenl
on the chicken-wire, and thus apparent.
Iy obtalns a full-grown and highly suc-
cesslul  residence In the tme thai a
Northern contractor of butlder oecuples
in getting the blueprints unrolled.” And
this finlshed residence could be had for
“8 pereent all over Florida,™™

Visiting Ford Lauderdale, Hollywood,
and Minml Beach and reporting back fo
Lorimer, Roberts took time oul to hesd
townrd Falm Beach. There he ran into an
old friend, Frank Rane, one-time state
forester for Massachusetls. Crusty, tight-

Kenneth L. Roberts, 19305
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fisled, and frugal as KHobers was pro-
claimed Lo be, he did not contml the urge
to loosen the pockel book and purchase
land in Palm Beach, As Rane sodd Roberis
on the idea ol etcaping to Florida, he alsa
arranged for Roberts to have his dream
home bullt by a local contrmetor. The Qli-
ile plece of paradise was purchased for
S5.000 (2 comner lot — one tenth of an
ncro) and the home construcied for a
modest 312,000, *I just didn't have a
chanee to say MO, and so 1 signed on the
datted line and went to Arizons,”™ He
wad Lo relurn Lo his sunny homeland very
soon Lhereafter,

The authar of MNorthewes! Pasage,
Armndel, Lwidia Boiley, nand Rabile in
Armis has never been accused of extreme
modeaty. His deseription of why Larimer
seril him to Florda in 1925 s glaring
proof of this point:

Ameriva became  conelicis of an
unprecedenied mmass movemenl  from
Northern siofes fo  Florida, Whole
fowns in Meine, Maossachusetis, Ver-
mond wem loeding fhelr belongings
in fTivoers, frailers, trucks, Umoneines,
and mrigrafing fo senshine and oranges,
wfmost a5 fmexorably o5 birds eoch
Augusi  flit  soullpeerd before ap-
proaching snow amd ice.

When news af Hhis movemend reach-
ed Lorimer, he colied me fo Philodel -
phio, ‘Ag near ox uw con make oul,’
he saidd, ‘those Filorda stories of yours
were responeible for this migration,
There Wl be a land boom there becatise
af i, ahd the suckers rushing to Flari-
da may (ose epery penny they'oe gof
wnfess we can slop ‘emoor show ‘em
up. I want you do trevel slong ieith
‘vm, find ouf how they're freoled,
dwhat sort of run they're geiling for
their momey, how mony ore deing
mbbed, hoie mack of this reel esfale
ballvhoo 5 crooled, whe! dhe good
rend  epfate mem dowwn  dhere  Think
aboul (L We'll hape fo get this stuff
in print fast, or there'Il be one of the
bilgges!  busl-ups America has  ever
seen., Every boom has lo end some
time; and the sooner Bhis one ends,
the beiter for Florids ond everyons
e, "7

The resulting articles were published
in 1926 under the book title Fiorida,

It s0ld 5,000 copies and, like his pre-
vious effords, did not reach the top of Lhe
best sellers Fst.

Floriga has & lot to say about Broward
County. One whole chapter is devoled to
doseph W, Young and the development of
Hollywodd, Roberis places Young at the
forefront of the developmenl mve-
ment alongside af ﬂh.n‘“r Mereick and
the Mizners. Hoberis informa his mead-
ers that Young's schemes were so wild
that mony predicted he would "soon
b reslding permanently in the poor
havise.™ Buch chiding would not deter
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Hollywaed Boulevard looking east from 20th Avenue toward the Hollywood Hotel in

1825, tha year that Roberts visited Hollywood,

the likes of Joe Young. Young took
“an unplepsznl looking tract of [(lat
lond™ and made it grow into something
other than a lomato patch. Though some
called it “South Hell,” Young impres-
sed everyone with his energy, and Hol-
lywood continaed  its  phenomenal
growth, @

What impressed Hoberts about Young
was the latter's drive and dreams. Rob-
etz noted that Young had spent *“bo-
tween thirty-five and forty millions of
dollars’ from 1921 to the winter of 1925
to huild his dream community. Forther,
“nearly every coni that hed been recoiv-
el from sales had been pul back into the
properly in one wa¥ or another and
Young has stated that 1928 musi proba-
bly come and go before o eent of divi-
dends can be taken out of 16" That kind
of drive sppealed to Hoberts the Endivi-
dunlist.

Roberts, on this wisit, saw a Holly-
wood “grown down to the ocean™ with
hotels, casinos, and lagoeons. Bui i was
the wison that Young had that was to
inspire Roberts' fascination, Young had
built Hollywood from nothing into 2
showplace, had hired General Goethals,
of Fanama Canal fame, (o build “what
threatens to be one of the fnest harbors
in America,” and planned the largest
tourist hodel §n the world. What other
vislons eould Young have?

From  the manicured  periion of
Hollvirood an elecirie raffway  will
run back info fhe el form fnds of
the interior for al least o hundred
miles: pivd on eech side of the maill-
uwy Young proposes fo depelop thod-
gande of ten-acee farms and o effeet

I guoranlee [Ridr puarchaesers agoinet
tosg, provided they follow the form -
ing advice which the developer will
provide for [hem,

Agriculfiral experts will determine
the crop imhich the soll of each form
is besl suifed, and instrieel the farmer
i the methods fo wse. I, offer using
these methods, the farmer does nof
Fel oo crep fhal shoues o profit, Young
proposes fo buy back the farm gl the
purchase price plux & per cend info.
resf 1%

Young was going Lo copy the tech.
nlgue of Henry Flagles and Henry Flagl,
His viston had n strong basls, and Young
had the business acumen bo push it Do
fruition,

For Roboeris, Young had 6t the maid
all a “good real estate man' that Lorimer
had asked him (o seck out. Young seemed
to care about people and was not oot Lo
play every sucker lor all he had, Young's
faith in Florida was impressive and con-
astanl. He had researched why people had
come to the state, and he fell confident
In It future, “One man ballt 8 hoase here
in 1922 and 58 result of this ene con-
tented resident, Young declares, fify-
cight other  families bhave purchased
homes in Hollywood, Each coptented
resident, b savs, brings an ever widening
circle of people Lo the stale, Condeguent -
I}P, hit belioves thal there will be & con-
stant and ever-incressing stream of oold-
dodging Moriherners pourdng intoe Flor-
" 11 S mueh falth did Young possess
that he refused to sell the electrle Fght
poni, despite some very aitractive offers.
He meeded the plant to maintain servics
to the residents of his city on his Lesms,
nob those st by an oulsider,
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