The Adventures of Charles Pierce in

Broward County One Hundred Years Ago
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Bken (harles Pierce died in 1939, be leff @ massre meswuripl descnbing b eypenesces m soatheas
Flords antd the coming of the radrosd. s 1970, o summarnized rrraon of the peand before | 896
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THE HOUSES OF REFUGE

Why did the Govermment build these
houses of rofuge for shipwrecked sailor?
At the tme ithewe bouses were buill
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weather kepl unfavorable, the sea
and no seamer come pear enough o see
tee small plece of eanvas waving from Lhe
end af & spar erected on the beach,

Far the fimt two days there was
plenty af fsh washod up by the big seas
af the hisrrlcane, bul they had no way of
keeping them, and a few days laier when
found ¥ a man that had walked up the
beach from Heewyne Hay, the hall starved
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crew were existing on spoiled fish.

The story af their hordships and near
death was (old in the Mew York papes,
and when brought o the aiiention of
the Covemment, Sumner 1 Kimball,
Buperintendent of the Life Saving Serv.
jew, ordersd the iImmediale constrsction
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e up BOURLTY
weal of the Hillsborough [Hillsboro)
dver, iz inlet located some 18 miles

Billle  persunded  Dexter Hubel and
Frank Andrews o go with him on this
exploring expedition In an
counlry, and bormowed the Plerees’ liitle
boat Dwily in which o make ihe irp,
Dexter was neb new to the woods, having
warked In lhe foresis of AMichigen as a
lumbsrman, bl Frank Andrews wis a

ity bay, bom snd reared in the cilly of
Brooklyn, N.Y., and hed never bevn in
the wilds of an unseitled eountry untll
b e fo Lake Worth.

They started on this trip sometime in
the manth of Decamber and were gone g0
tong withowl sny Udings from them the
Ferce family became wortied oa week
after wesk wenl by and ao word ot all
enme from them. Of course there was o
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upderiake thal walk of 16 miles on

soft beach wand, “But,” sald he, “1
wis ready (o underlake most anything
that would give me a chance to gdoep In
o renl bed snd have regular food once
mare,” Hi then launched into telling the
story of this remarkable voyvage, It took
kikm houm o tell of the many haps and
mishaps, but mestly mishaps that occur-
red ani this LRip bilo the dnknown woods
of the Hillabarough.
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whin Lhey arfived on the edge of this
swamp a0 they made comp for the
night, When Frank removed his shoes that
night he found his feet In bad shape with
Bllstors and raw apols caiised by walking
through mud snd woler all day, It was
docided (o remaln i coinp next day o
ipve Frark's fevl & chanoe to beal, meati-
time Qiilie and Dexier wouold scoul aver
the surrounding countny; this they did
thiaghienl he moal of the falowing

might attack them in the darknes of the
night, but with a good fire burming thers
was o denger; so a lorge supply of st
plse was collected, esnough to last Lhe
night ‘lhllll.t“h: then supper, and when
that waa Mnlshed there was nothing lefl
for lereakfnst, the food was all gone,

They had expecied o help out fhilr
sipply of grab by killing game, bul o
far thiy had not killed anyihing. They
hadd only one gun, & double harrel muz-

Elw loader shotgun, and Frank had |nsjst -
il an carmyving i He was new fo the prost
oildeon, and was a litthe afmid of whai
they mighl come upoa, and Eked the feel
of & gun in his kands. He wai not Ssich of
4 markeman eftbher, and up to tha Lsw

b0 the aily thing to do is to go mst when
we leave here in the moming™ *““Mean-
tme whal are we going to do for some-
thing to sat™T" was Frank's next question,
“That remaina to be ween, do the best we
ey, | rechon,” was the answer that Billie
gnve Lhis most Important question, and he
conlinied, “ii's sither kil samething M
i enl or gel back to the boat with as
little delay o posaible.™

Mare wood was piled on the fire,
ihen the boyvs rolled up in their blankets
and tried Lo pel some seep. Although
da
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woolds and swamps; the ery of a pantber
didd mod distirts bim In the least. Frank,
seilng  Hillle so indifferest alsoul Lhe
matier, rolled up in his blanked again and
Wik soan kol sdeep.

Mo bptoward event happened (o this
liitle band of adveniurers throughowt the
nlght. When (ke fire burned low, frsi [l -
b @nl Ihen Dexier £ot up End piled on
more wasisl, Al kasl daylight, snd the sun
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SAILING AND CAMPING ON
THE SOUTHEAST COAST

AL lnst they | Honnibal [, and Charlle
Pierce] were off an this bong and some-
whal dangerows trip ltl;!- Biseayne Hay to
gel & kettle to bail cane synip], seventy
miles 10 the south along ome af the most
dangerous parts of the Atlantic oonst,
Leaving Mra, Plerce and her licle glel at
Browns [on Lake Warth |, and taking Hos
[Brown] with his fishing teckle, gun,
and bedding on board, they sailed awasy
o the inlel 1o wail for a Tair wind and n
smooth des for the fiml mn of forty
mikes to Hilshomugh [Hillsbora] inlet,
the first horbor to the south of Lake
Warth, From Hillshorough on to Bis-
cayvne Hay the poing was much safer for
atfiall eraflt on pecount of comparatively
ahallow water near the land, But from
Lake Worth inlei to Hillshorowgh the
Gl Steesm sarept in close along the
beach and the hundred Wthom cunce
wis but o shorl distamce off shome, All
south bouond boats even fo the Largesi
siramsehips ran In nlomg this eoast ns
close a8 the depth of water would al-
low, in order to cscape the northwward
fow af the Cull Stream, which was 30
strong that i was well nigh impossible
for o omall sahlbosl o make headway
against It when tacking

After wailing a few days the chanece
came for the run down the coast, When
they aweke that moming the wind was
falr and the sea smooth, A hurried break-
Mst of coffes ond turtle epy Oapjacks,
then the tont was taken down, bedding
talied up and everything siored avway on
baard; =ail holsted and with a sirong ebb
tide they were soon on old ocean sailing
to the south on a sea of sparkling blue,
Mhere was & gentle breese from the north
gast and ithe BlOiT bowed old Creale
Inbarid l]lirrl.i al about fve miles an hour
thraugh the water hut not that fast pasi
the land on aceount of the head current.
The weather was of the finest, and the
two boys enjoyed this ocean vovage to
the utmast, They arrived off Hillshorough
|Hilsbara] late that nfternoon. 1§ was
thirleen miles from here to New River
inlet, and Mr, Plerce, knowing they could
rob make thal inlet before dork, thought
It best to spend the pight inside Hills-
boreugh. The tide was full and still -

ning In, so it was easy poing inbde. They
moanded up to shore behind the south
pvini, carried the (oot and camp dunnage
an land; soon the tent was up and camp
fire buming ready (o cook supper,
To Charfle had fallen the honor of Lhe
position of eooks; he did not appreciate
the hanor of his job in the least, as he
sald, “he was not stuck on |1, but as
Ros did not know how, and his father
wouldn®t ceok, it was up to him to do i,
50 he got by with the least work possible,
Rice, Nlapjscks and coffec was what he
conked for theiy supper that night. If
the ather two did mot ke Charlie’s eoak-
g they id not dare to “kick™ for fear
Charlie would strike and the job would
fall on them, o they ate thelr supper
withoul camment.

Supper was finished and mosguitoes
hars rigged before dark, then they took
time to look around and see what kind of
pace the Hilliborough inlet was. Mr.
Firree had been here before, but to Hos
and Charlle everything was new and m-
ther strange, guite different from Lake
Worth or Jupiter infets, Across the infet
from thefr camp in the edge of the ham-
mock wis & tall coeonut tree; then just
arciind a litthe polnt farther west were two
more, and & few hundred feot up the east
shore of the river was another, moking
forer trees I all; their tops loaded with
green nuts, Around this Ot litkle point
the river turned north and ran straight
in that direction for aboul three miles.
There n sharp bend eut off thelr vew af
the river bevond., Low dense mangroves
lined both shores most of the way,
braken here and thers with low growing
bushes of cora plum and seagrape. Actoes
thi mver to the northwest they couwld see
the mouth of a creck which was about
fifty feel wide, ond as the Lide tumed, a
heavy fiood of dark colored fresh water
came pouring out of it, To the south
wks 0 long, naftow lagoon leading in
that direction for near hall & mike; ocean
sand beach on the easi and low serub
hammock on the west. The [nled fbself
was only about two hundred feet wide
in the widest place and very shallow at
low Lide.

Hos and Charlle decided to hove a
look for turile eggs before it became too
dark, so trotted off down the beach to
the south, Scon they came wpon & fresh
nest mode only the night before. They
were both experts al loeating the right
spot where the eges were deposited, and
did not waste any Lime in “digging
around,” as many do thet ase not on to
the ways of a nesting turtle, bul located
them on the first  dig, and carried fifty
eggs back (o camp, That may sound like
o lot of eggs and so i would be Il they
bind been hen eggs, bil when vou con-
sider that it takes an even dozen for one
batch of pancakes, and only four table-
spognd full of four i will be easier Lo
understand thot fifty turtle sgp was not
to much after all. For the newcomer

or greenhorn, a8 they wene gensrally
called, it ts & very diffticult job to locate
the egps, and many times they will fail
to find them. A turthe will most always
depost its eggs in the firt digging it
makes after reaching dry sand of the up-
per beach; then aftor comefully covering
and packing down the sand over the eggs,
it will erawl around and dig all over sl
creation, just to fool the unwary and
uneducated hunter of turile eggs. As they
trudped Inio camp Charlie =id, “Now
wo will have some pood egg cakes for
breakfast." They found Mr. Plerce sit-
ting by the campfire fighting mosgultoes
and sandNice. The wind had died down
and the “bugs” were bad; they lost no
time in crawling under their bars and
soon all were asleep,

Awake al sunrise the next mom,
and not & breath of wind airring so
thoy took their time in getting break-
[nzt, that (s Charlie did, the other two
anly looked on while Chadie did (e
cooking. He made a lot of turtle cgg
cakes apd Mr. Perce and Hos ate them
ahout ps fast s4 he would cook them,
Finally they [lled up, then Charlie had
his turn. After breakfast the twa bovs
carrivd the dirty dishes to the water's
édge and scrubbed them clean with
bescl sand, then they stood them en
edge to drin and dry in the sun, They
did not have such p thing as o dish towel
of dish rag on board, By using sand and
plenty of seawater they mamaged to gei
maost of the grease off. Hands nnd hee
were wished |n the same way: soap wobld
moft work in ossltwater, and they had to
keep their small supply of freshwater for
drinking and eooking.

The sea breeze came in about nine
o'cloek fresh from the southenst, alimost
dead ahead so there was nothing to do
but walt for i to change {0 3 mone favor-
ible poinl, When the tide slackened they
poled the Creole over to the north side
and climibed the coconut trees for a sup-
ply of the green puts. The milk or waler,
ag some call I, in the small green nobs
was much nleer tasting than the warm
stale water in thelr water eask. Climhing
a coconut free s easy If one knows how,
and thiso two bovs knew how egual to
any southses islander; they were bare-
footed, of course, Charlie was the firt to
climb, Going up the tree, he grasped it
with the Mat of his hands around on the
apposite side, then placing the soles of
his feet on each side of the tree, with
knees bent in frog fashion, he literally
hopped his way to the I.uJ;, then crawling
up among the long fronds, or leaves, he
hooked his arm over ane of them, that
left beth hands free to cut away the nuts
and throw them to the ground. They got
enough nuts to furnish them with good
drinking water for two or three days,
then zailed the Creale back to camp,

Up to dinner time that day the bhoys
had seen wll there was to soe pround the
inlet except the creek over to the north-
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west, 5o they planned o have a look al
that when the tide was low in the after-
noon, They would have to go down
eround the south end of the lagoon mid
wolk up glong the west shore.

At low tide there was & narrow beach
close bo the mangroves extending along
the wesl sbde of this part of the rfver, but
#l high tide the water was too deep for
wading along this shore, If they only had
i rowbonl everything would have been
guite easy for the exploration of the
creek, bui of course, they did not have
one and wowld have fo do the next
biest thing, which was wait for low tide.
Every few minutes ane or the other
would exclalm, “Gee, | wish we had a
skifl,™”

Thew fshed for awhile, but that did
nat last long for in a very short time they
had more fish than they could use, Thev
could ot go husting in the pine woods
because  that same mysterious  desp
creek eame In Between them and the
pine woods, and no way to cross jt To
the north and south was beach ridge
covered with a growih of hammock,
saw palmetio, and tall grass where rmb.
bits and gophers were about the only
kind of game to be found,

Near three o'clock the tide had fal.
len enough to make a start for the creek
posstble and they were off Lo investigate
it. The besch or bank in belween Lhe
mangroves and the water's edge was a
dippery kind of muck and they had to
“wakch thelr step” to keep from sitting
down suddenly In the mud. They reach-
ed their destinatlon after awhile, bt
there wae not much they could see when
they got there, only a swift torreni of
dark fresh water mushing oot into the
river, Aboiut two hundred yards back it
made a sudden tum to the south, and of
covtrse, they could pof see beyond that
bend, They wished Lo stay there and
watch the ereck for a time, but there
was wo place where they eould sit; the
mikck bank was wel and slippery. Char.
lie hunted sround the mangrove pools
until he found a plece of board that could
be used to st on. Here they remalned for
mare than an hour talking about the
creck and wondering what there might be
farther on, or up the creek, as they called
it. Where did it come fromT How long Is
it, and through what kind of country
does it Now? These were the guestinns
thiy kept asking each ofher.

While sitting there o fock of white
ibis came Mving rapidly down around the
bend loward them; on sighting the bovs
they arose abrupily over the mangroves
af the north bank and were soon gl of
sight to the northward, Alligators were
there in considerable numbers, Thene
wis mi eddy on the north side. The galors
would drift along Inzily, full length on
top of the water in this eddy until car-
red again inte the swilt current, then
they would submerge with only heads
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The Brawn family of Palm Beach, e. 1850, Mr. and Mrs. David Brown are seated, Stand-
ing behind them ars Lida P. Brown, 0. E. “MNed" Brown, and Mi. and Mre Roswsll K.
“Ros™ Brown (photo courtesy of Mre. Robart Powall],

showing, swim vigorously for the eddy
where the same porformance would be
enmcted again,

The bovs sl there walching the gatom
and hirds for near bwo hours, then they
roticed the tide was coming up fast and
the path along the mangroves getting very
narrow, Chadie jumped to his feel say-
ing, “Come on Hos, we had beiter be
making for camp if we want to get there
without swimming. See how fast the
Lide is mising.” They made it alright but
had to wade in a fool of waber In two or
three places.

Charlie was cooking furile egg fap-
jpcks for supper and was praclicing tum-
ing them by “filpping,”™ as they called it,
Thiz was done by tossing them up with a
flip of the frypan and entehing them on
the other side as they fell. Was doeing
fine and not missing one, Just as he tos-
sl the next cake a hared puff of wind
hit it, and awny i wenl, landing on the
sand ten feet to lveward, After that he
walched the wind when rendy o toss a
cike,

The mext day the wind was still blow-
g hard from the southeast. They wiere
by this time getling real tired of laving
around Hillshorough inlet. After dinner,
Mr. Plerce announced his intention aof
wilking down the beach to the Fort
Lauderdale Staton |[House of Refuge]
and spending the night with the keeper.
He also told Chardle that If the sen was
smooth and wind fair in the moming, to
pack up angd put to sea with the Creole,
and they could pick him up from the
beach when they met him. With these
instructions he started off down the

beach, The two boys were [nterested
and nob & little exeited over the situs-
tion they now found themselves in, They
were in sole charge of the camp and
would be captoin and mate of the Creols
when they got underway far down the
coast in the moming If wind and wave
should be faverable. They st by the
camplire that night and planned their
sailitg in the moming il everything was
alright. So anxious they woere to sail out
of the inlet onto the ocean all by them-
selves they could hardly walt for morn-
ing. They were not at all anxious (o po
to bed, and sat by the campfire wntil
near  midnight. [s bright blaze kept
their courage up, as they were mather
nervous &t the thowght of being all alone
eo far from anyone, aeilther bad been in
o like situatbon bofore, sixteen miles from
the pearvsl white person (o the narth,
and that lone map seven miles from his
nearest nelghbor to the north, Ta the
iotith the nearest people were at the
Lauderdale House of Refuge, where Me.
Fierce  was  spending the night, nine
miles distant. To the west, nothing but &
vast wilderness reaching away to the Gulf
of Mexloo, without a living human being
in all of i excepting perhaps hem and
there 8 wandering Seminale Indian hunt-
er. To the east the Atlantie, now looking
dark and gloomy In the starlight, reach-
ing away bo the const of Africa. That was
izolation Tar you, and these two fourtesn
wvear old boys weme woll aware of L
AL last sleep pob the betier of thelr ner-
vousness, and they crawled under thelr
mosqlite bar, Their last words before
gaing lo slevp wers, *Hope the sea b



smooth nnd the wind fair in the mom-
Ing."”
Charlie thought they had been asleep
hut an hour or se when he was awakened
by Roi calling, "Get up Charle, its
daylight.” Rolling out of bed and jump.
ing to his feet, his first thought was of
the sea. Hubbing the slecp from his
oy — he looked and saw it was as
smooth as 1 pond, and ihe wind was
hlowing a geotle breeze from the wesi;
an ideal maming for the start, They mn
to the water's edge and washed their
faces in the briny water. then hurried
baek to esmp, Chardle told Hos o slard
the fire while he mixed the hatter for the
cokes, They were all hurey and exclte-
ment to start thelr et vovage alone on
the ocean. About an hour after sunnse
everything was on hoard, then they halsl-
od salls on the Creole, got the anchor up
ane underway with a foir tide out through
the inlet; seon they were sailing south
an the deep blue water aof the Atlantic.

The wind was light and they were
making only aboul thres miles an hoor.
The Great Florida Hesf comes (o land at
Hillshorough Inlet; from there north it
skirts the shore line; eropping out in large
hummocks sl Hoes Haton, Lake Worth
inlet, and Ciilberds Bar. From Hilisbo-
mugh south it mans nearly due soulh o
Fowey Hocks, but the coast line keeps
bearing off to the west, which loet causes
the reof to lny off shore, less than a guar-
ter ol n mile, n mile sauth af Hﬂl.lli-b.!l}l.'lﬂ'l.
b aboaid five miles af Cape Florida.

Ax the boys sailed sleng over this
reel they spent moch time in gazing
down Into the clear depihs at the won-
ders there: sen ans; long streamy sea
feathers of brilliant colors, red, yellow,
and blue; and fish as wonderous in colar
as the growth in thiz garden of the sen.
Then abemit three miles down Lhe coast
they spied a tiny black spot at the water's
edge away to the south. Charlie ealling
Ros’ attention to this speck said, "I'N
bet thot is Ded coming to meet we”
And in a litthe while it proved to be Mr,
Fierce, ns Charlie had predicted. When
they came up with him, Chardle sailed
the Creole close into the beach, and his
father crawled on board. The boys were
anly Loo glad Lo have him back on board,
anel turn over to him the responsibility
af navigating the ship. While they had
managed the eraft alright, there now ap-
peared signs of a change of wind to the
gouth which wouldl be dead shead and in
that ease would have been uncertain just
what to do il they had been alone. Short -
by aftor Mr, Pierce came on board the
wind did change, coming from south-
southeast and freshening to a brisk breeze.
It was now bick for tack and of cousse,
very slow fime was made & (he day wore
ai, BY noon the wind was blowing pret-
ty stiff and of course & rough lumpy sea
with It The Creale did some tall jomping
and low plunging ns she lnbored along
elede hauled an the wind, "“That up and

down metion,” sald Charlie, “makes me
feel sorta bad in my stomach,’” and Ros
did not like it cither, said it made him
ol unh.npp],r," They arvived at Mew
River iobet late that aftermcon. Sallimg
ingide thoey kept on up the river to the
landing where the keeper of the station
kept his boats. This keeper’s name was
Wash|ingten] Jenkina, and was the fiest
keeper appointed bo this slation in Lhe
summer of 1876, How he and his family
managed to confent themselves in this
most lsolated and out of the way place it
ks rather bard to imagine., The Créodi's
crow landed their comp dunnage, set up
the tent, and spent the pight there, This
lnding was four miles wp river from
the inlel. A narrow erocked creek led oot
to the norih from & bend of the dver a
short distanee byond the nding this
creek was known as Hillsborowgh Creek
[Middle River?]. One coubd go by way
af that ereek to Hillkborough in times of
high water after 3 heavy min, but during
dry thmes it was impassible with any
kind of a bont,

MNext moming after hreakfost they
valked over to the beach and up the
shome for about a guarter of a mile Lo the
Station known as the House of Refuge
Mo, 4. Fort Lauderdale. There they
visited with the keepor and his family
for an hour or so, then back to the camip
for dinner, They were much interested in
# boal Mre Jenking was building on the
river bank nesr their camp. [t was a good
sized sloop, and now pearly repdy for the
water. He had named her, Reno Jenking,
ofter one of his little girls. The wind
meantime Bad hauled (o the east and
a5 the sea was smooth they packed op
and sei =il for the inlet at three o'clock
that afternoon, intending to go on oui-
side and make Risciyne thal mnight IF
posalble,

Abosit hall a mile south of Jenking®
landing, MNew River comes in from the
Evergindes to the wesl, a rather narrow
but wery desp slream, said to e more
than sixiy feet deep in places When it
renches the coast b makes a sharp tum
to the south, and rons down the coast
behind 8 narrow ridge for o distance of
four miles then enters the ocean side-
ways; that is the east bank ends and the
river keeps on down the beach (or neady
half & mile, the river water entering tho
ocean through & number of channels
turning out to the east, The tide was
running swiltly down the river, and they
wore soon out on the old ocean once
more. Theme was not much 1o interest
them on this coasl south from Mew
River, They were pow too far sl sea to
s the beach distinetly, all they could
make oul was the strip of yvellow sand
beach, back af which was the usual high
ridge covered with sw palmeito, and
back af that, high mangroves growing in
the swamps between the ridge and pine
woads Tar bo the west.

[On the retum voyage | the wind was

blowing a fine siling breeze from over
the starboard guarter, and the bheff bow-
od old lboat was carrving A bone in her
tewth,” Thov sailed out mto the Cull
Stream o take advantage of its favaring
carrent, where Lhe indige blee waves,
with silvery capped lops, made o pic-
ture never fo be forgotien. At eleven
o'clock they passed the Biscayme Houwse
of Refuge No. b, shortly after they had
lunch of cold Mapacks, washed down
with cold coffee left over from breakinst,
Mot a lunch to bmag aboul, howeser, it
partly  filled the empty space In thelr
stomachs and satisfied hunger for a
time. Near one o'cock they passed New
River Inlet. and a little later the Forl
Laud=erdale Howse of Refuge Mo. 4. They
arrived off Hillshorough [Hillshoro ] Inte
in the afternooen, Then Captain Perce
decided they had betier run inside and
spond the night; they were pretty sure of
good weather for the next doy’s run fo
Lake Worth, Besides they expected to
elop and pick up Steve Andrews” bale af
colton, and land hall of it af Steve's sta-
tion [Ormnge Grove House of Refuge]
#t they passed on their way up the
copsl, and they would need davlight For
that and 8 smoath sen besdes. All thede
things considered it was thought best bo
spend the night in Hillshorough, and
make & new start early in the moming on
the forty mile run from there to Lake
Warih inlel, This forty mile mun including
the two sfops would take al |east ten
hours with an andinary wind.

They sailed in on a Nood tide and ted
up bo the south bank where they had
camped on the down trip. Although mone
than two weeks had passed since leaving
hipe on thelr way to Miami, there was no
sign of anyone having been there n the
interim. Tent was pitched and beds mads
Inskde first thing: then Charlie declded
they ought to have fish for supper; they
had not had any since leaving this place
on the way down, He took his shotgun
and walked along shore looking for a
school of small mullet; he intended o
shool some for bait, He swas carrying
the gun in the crook of his left arm with
the right barrel at full cock when — bang!
In some way the jun had jarred off and
fired the load. I seared Charlie numb
for a secand or two, for he knew his gun
was poinling in the direction of camp,
and for the instant he was afrabd to look
that way: then he heard Ros eall, “Hey!
What did you shoot at?" He looked and
saw his father and chum moving around
the camp, and he now noticed also that
his gun muzdle was elevated and carried
the charge of the shot high over their
heads, This was the first time he bad a
gun nocldentalty discharge while In his
hiands, and the incident so upset him he
wient straighl back to comp and put the
gun away, He did not have any appetite
for fish that night. The wind went down
with the sun, and there was every pros-
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pect for a vwory enlm ocean in the morm-
ki

Nathing of any imporianoe happened
through the night, and the next moming
dawned fair and calm. A light breeze was
blowing from ofl the land, snd the ocean
smooth as a mill-pond. Breakfast was
quickly cooked, turtle #gg pancakes this
time, for they had found & fresh nest in
o short trip on the heach after supper the
night before, then everything placed on
board, sails hajsted, and they were soon
an {he ocean again for the last time on
this trip, ot least they hopoed so, and it
wauld be, unless o northeaster came
down on them and drove them back be-
Tore they reached Lake Waorth inlet, Such
i thing wns possihle; northeasters wore
not uncommaon in the month of Jape.
There was no sign ol & change of weather
this morming however, and they fully
expected o be in Lake Worth before
sutdown that day, and In consequence
the boys were in high spirits and all had
smiles on Ltheir faces,

MOVING TO BISCAYNE BAY

It was about this time [ 1882] that Mr,
W, H. Hunt, superintendent of the Houses
of Hefuge for shipwrecked sailors, was
taken seriously Hl ab his Biseayne Bay
home. They hurrfed him to Key West for
medical attention, but he died soon sfter
his arrival there. After Mr. Hunt's desth
the Life Saving Serviee appolnted a new
superintendent then living at Dayiona,
a man named [Champ H.] Spencer,
who starled his job as superintendent
by firing most of the orpinal keepers
and appointing new men to fill their
places. E. R. Bradley, the Pierces” near-
esl neighbor, was appointed keeper of
the Fort Lauderdale House and H. D,
Fierce keeper of the Biscayne Bay House
of Heluge.

Charlie was not overjoyed at the idea
of leaving Lake Worth and going fo live
on Biscayne Bay, Nok that he “liked
Bascayne less, bul that he liked Lake
Worth more,” Besides he knew only oo
well that there was not any hunting to be
had within miles of the Station, and
hunting was the mainstay of his life
Lheirri.

The moving of the two families from
thse gouth end of the lake to Forl Lawder-
dale and Biseayne Hay was quile an e
dertaking and one that required a much
lorger boat than either family had, be-
sldes it meant a vovage of b3 miles for
the Brdieve ond 76 for the Plerces on
the zen,

The sehooner e, Captain |[U.D.]
Hendrickeon, was chartersd to do the
moving. When the most important of the
Pierce family howehold goods were on
beoaed, the howse was locked and left to
take care of lisell, as was the old tom
cat, Tim, He was too old for a long sea
voyage and was left like Robineon Criso
[sic]; alone on his |sland,
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The IMinets miled over o the Bradley
landing and picked op Mrs. Bradley, the
two boys and three little girls, also & por-
tion of their household effects. Mr. Brad-
ley had sailed some dnys ahead with a
load in his sloop, Newfiluz, The wind had
been blowing quite hord for two davs
from the portheast, and as might be ex-
pected, the ses was rolling high. Captsin
Hendrickson, having perfect fhith In his
boat, immediately. put o sen. It was only
a lew minutes after the boat crossed the
turbulent bar of the imlet that every one
of the Brsdleys were deathly sea-sick,
and not enough basing for all the sick
ones A8b one tme, Capiain Hendrickson
and Mr. Plerce were the only ones on
bmardd that did nod mind “the deep heay-
ing s&a."

The flirei was making splendid time
for ane of hor size, about ten miles an
howr, At thet mte they would make New
River inlet in n litthe better than five
ours if the wind kept up, and thers was
every Indication that it would. Now River
wis thelr first port of eall, as the sailors
call |t; only there was not a port there,
And no people at all living on the river,
The House of Hefuge was half a mile
up the beach from the nesrest landing
on the river, and that landing was four
miles up river from the inlet.

At dinner time no one was hungey, of
at least felt like enting, excepl the Cap-
Lok, Mr, Pierce fook the tiller while he
went into the cabin and ate his luneh,
The others could not undetsiand how the
Captain could eat with all those sick
people around him, It did not appear to
affect his appetite, however,

About two o'cloeck that aftemoon
they were some three or four miles south
al the Hillsborough [Hillsboro] River
inlet when a heavy min squall came down
on them from the east. The Captoin did
not think it necessary Lo shorten sall bt
kept driving on. The hard gusts of wind
forced the old boat on her beams ond,
and Lhe rain camwe down in lorments,
blotting owt everything from view bevond
i hundred leet or so around the Inboring
craflt,

Charlle was squalting in the compan-
ion way looking out at the storm-swept
sea and not a litthe anxious nbout what
might happen, The seasick passengers
were guiel now, scared by the terrible
plunging and jumping of the vessel, Sud-
denly the Copiain called to Charie,
nzking him to look at the compass and see
how she was heading, He said the min
was 30 thick he could no langer see the
land, Charlie reported the boal was head-
Ing east-southeast. The wind had hauled
more (o the norhward in the squall,
and they were sailing out Lo sea, Then the
Caplain slacked sheets and brought the
fWinols back on her course. As they head-
el off befare the wind, the boat came
back to a more even keel and the motlon
wns 0t once much easker 88 she ran be-
fare the wind and sea,

A few minutes later the squall had
passed inland., The sun came out bright
and clear, and the wind slackened to o
fair salllng breese, but the sea kepd
rough and extremely lumpy, When they
mrrived off Mew Hiver bar the tide was
hall up and running in strong. They made
guick work in ercssing the bar and were
soon sailing uwp the smooth wales of New
River, snd anchared late that afternoon
al the Siation landing. The rest of the day
wis spont in landing the Bradleys and
their houwsehold goods, and in cleaning
up the inside of the cobin. This was not
& pleasani baik after five sensick kids had
been ralling araund there Tor half & day.

They remained there all night, as dark
came before all the Bradley goods could
be landed, The family of the former keep-
er, Wash Jenkins, was still there, Mr. Jen-
kins was very sick nnd unable o walk and
had not made any armasgement for the
t.ll:ing care of his family when they ar-
rived at the Bay, so they romained wait-
ing wntil Mr. Jenkins could go to the Bay
and get a house for them to live in. He
aaked passapge on the [fheiz, said he was
anslows to go to the Bay for medical at-
tention, and he most ceriainly needed
it If a man ever did. He was swelled up
a5 hig as & barrel and could hardly breathe,
Looked llke dropsy, bul he made the
stntement & month or so later when he
had greatly improved that be was satisfied
be hod been polsaped by one thal wanied
te got him out of the way.

By fen o'cleck next morning, had the
sick man on board, and they had to carry
him to the boat, and were underway down
river with a fair tide and wind, making
recard time, On arriving at the inlet,
with wind, sea and tide favomble, thoy
did not pause, but salled on out to sea.
It was still lumpy ouiside but pothing
like so saugh, as the day before, and no
one beoame sick,

After an uneventful rn of twenty
miles, they entered Biscayne Hay, through
Morris Cut, the most northern inlet to
the Bay, and sailed up (o Bisesyne, which
is the name of the post offlce where the
Gleasons  [famdly of William Gleason,
“carpetbag” politician and Dade county
ploneer| lived. Therm they landed Wash

Jembing: Mr, Pierce and the Capiain made
n oridle with their hands and carried him
up o the house, Then safl was hoisted
and the Milrod underway on the last lap
of the voyage scroas the Bay to the Sta-
tion landing, located behind some man-
grove Islapds in the mouth of [ndian
Crevk, which s a good skzed body of zalt
wiber extending four miles to the south
between the Bay and ocean,

EVEMTFUL JOURMNEYS
The sudden move of the Flerce family
to Hiscayne Hay upset my plans for my
usenl gpring plime hunl with Louie Brad-
ey, my constanl companion an all my
hunting trips inte the Everglades and



gwwamps af the east const in guest of the
gnowy heron, snowy egrel, and yarious
ather kinds of herons who=e backs
furnished plumage feathers of commer.
clal value,

I1) had started the building of a large
canvas canoe {o be used in hunting these
plisme birds, The canoe was 18 feet long
amgd 40 inches wide and 18 inches desp

at how and stem. Had the fame finisked:

and the canvns painted on the inside
ready o pul on, My liltle stoop Dolly
had been hauled oul for near two manths
an the east side of the island | Hypoluxo
Island | undergoing repalrs and fitted with
& new miaiisall, 1 had been working an her
for some time, puiting on & new forward
dieck, She was to be used for the saltwaler
end of our trip that spring, and was not
near fEnished when the move Lo Biscayne

were an the way to Brckells Stone for
groeopies. | horriedly tald Loue of my
plans o walk back Lo Loke Worth Lo re-
pair my boats and brng them down the
canst. On asking him if he would go with
me, he answered, “Sure, [l be ready
when you eomse,’

Thew then went on o Miami and re-
turned to Lawvderdale by way of the
Everglades. This was Louie and Guy's
first sight of the mal Everglades. 1 had
nmever seen Lhe &b Lhis Lime,

It was sometime in the latter part of
danuary, after & few preparation, that |
atarted out one mormbing from the Bis-
cayie Station an my long walk to Lake
Worth, a distance of near sixty miles. A
walk from the Bay fo Lake Worth was at
that time a very different proposition io
what It was a few vears Inter, The Ewo

The Fort Lauderdale Houss of Refuge [photo courtesy of Mrs, Robert Powell},

Hay was made. There was no time to
complite the work on elther boat, so had
to leave them, intending to meturn some
time kater to pui them in shape for the
trip on the sen Lo the Bay.

One day in the eardy part of Januwary
[1883] the wind was from the west and
the ocesn very smooth, Just after lunch
I walked out on the front porch of the
Seation st Blscaynme Bay| and took a
fook vp and down the coast to see if
there was anything in sight, Far up the
coast mw o small bont, With the spyglass
1 mmde it ot 1o be on Indian canoe with
three people in it. When near enough [
recognized my old friends, Lowi and
Guy Bradley, A voung man with them [
did nol know, bul had seen him at the
Laisderdale Station when we landed the
Headliye They ran on shore for & min-
ute's walk with me and introduced the
young man as Johnany Joumey, They

inlets, Mew River and Hillsborough [ Hills.
boro] had to be crossed in the best way
the beach tramp could devise at the time,
There wns no baat bo ferry him over if
he was bound north. Coming south, the
keeper of the Lauderdale station could be
depended on to canry the traveler down
the river and set him on the sowth side,
But going north thore wes no way (o lei
the kesper know he was coming. New
River was too wide and deep to wade,
and [o0 dangerows, on account of the
sharks, to swim, A mit of some sort had
to by construcbed Lo cross on. Hillsborough
coald be erossed al low tide by wading,
and one had to anly time his ardval fo
meel the low tide in order to make a safe
crossing of that inlel.

On my arcival at ¥ew River inlet the
tide was running in up river, which was
an advantage in crosting on an improvised
raft. Had the tide been runnkng out, 1

would have been compelled to push my
raft along shooe for near a mile above the
inlet in order o cross without danger of
drifting out to sea,

With an old piece of wreckage found
lodged in the mangroves and a long bam-
boo far a pale, | made the crossing all
right, landing on the north side about a
half mile up stream.

Arrived at the Fort Lauderdale House
of Refuge mear sundown and, of course,
spent the nipght there. On my way again
next morning with Louje Brodley as a
traveling companion, As bedding and
cooking utensils had been left st the old
home on the kkand, we did nol have any -
thing to lag up the beach en this trip.
Arrived al Hillshorough Inlet about noon.
Az the tide would not be low before two
o'tlock, we ate our lunch and hatd & poos
rest hefore crossing the inlet. At low tide
we waded the inlet on the oulside bar,
Waier only about knee deep, Reached
the Ckrahge Grove Siation in ample time
for supper. Sieve Andrews was a good
cook, and we certainly did “slore away
the grub™ that wight. Twenly miles of
soft zand walking gave us first class appe-
tites ihmt were generally fale under ordi-
nary clecumstances. Expect Bteve was
glad to see us mave on next morning,

Seeve went with us next morming to
take us to the island [Hypoluxe] in his
dingy from his place on Spanish Creek
{the old Hubel plece). We had left an old
hewvy skilf at the (sland when we moved,
& skiff that Unele Robert [ Moore, hrother
of M. Ho D Plerce] had made in the
winter of 1875, This boat we were going
to use on A trip up the lake, Belore Steve
left ws 1 looked to ses if the old boal was
atill there, It wacs and was full of water,
It had been sunk for over two months
and no doubt heavy as an ald soow,

As it would take us about two weeks
b get my two boats resdy for the water,
we could not carry up the beach food
enough to last us that long. Had henrd
that Captain H. . Dhe had starled a
sprt of store at his place, so we planned
o go up there in odr skiff and biy what
we needed, We maised the old skifl from
her bed on the hottom of the lagoon, and
bailed her dry, then started on our twelne
miilie row up the Inke for grub. IL was hear
night when we reached Mr, [ Albert)
Geer's place, Evie [ Everard Geer] saw us
and called to us to stop and spend the
night, which we did, going on to Cap-
taln Die's the next morming. We bought
only whal we had to have, mostly fap-
fack mnterial, consisting of flour, baking
powder, salt, & plece of fat pork to preass
the fry pan, coffes, teas, sugar, and can-
nrd milk,

Louie was sick all the time on this
trip, and | did not endestand jlsd what
kind of sickness he had, His face was
puffed and colorless, and his fngermalls
were hlue, He wanted fo deep all day and
night. 1 let him slecp and did the work
af the boats alone, Sure had a lonesome
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time for more than & week, No one came
thore, There was no one Lo talk Lo bul &
eloepy sick boy and the old mangy est.

O affermaon just before dark | heard
a loud “hellow"” from stross the lagoon,
On looking over there, syw i man stand-
ing on top of the ridge, waving his hat. |
jumped in the skEi and rowed over.
Found it was Georpe Charter, n young
man from Vermont that had homistead -
ed the beach ridge east of the Bland.
This homestead extonded from ihe oot
of the lake to the north end of the -
goon, two miles and b quarier long. He
colled it his shoestring faree. George hnd
walked up from (he bay and was on his
way to the settlement up the lake. He
hrought word from Me, Bradiey to Loule
to hurry b Lauderdole as they were all
out of fosd. He wanied Louie to go to
Minmi for supplies. | eould nol under-
stand why this sudden shorage of food
when we had been gone only a little
more than o week, and we were not sup-
posed to relurn In less than two weels,
Ceorge sald e was on his way up to the
seitlement wp the Inke, bul was hungry.
He wanied supper with us and a ploce
te spend the night, Teld him to jump
kv the boat, | was glad to kave him stay
over with uws, and we would give him
fiapjacks and tep lfor supper. Loadie shook
of [ some of his sleepiness and appeaned
to feel better when be got the word we
would have to stir our stumps and get
tin the Lauderdale Statlon soon as we
cortild.

We ate a hasty and a light breakfast
of fapjscks and eoffee next moming;
then locked up the house and departed,
leaving the boat tied to a stnke ot the
Inke end of our besch trall, George
golng north up the beach, we said good-
byve and staried off down the beach to
the south, thirty miles ahead of us be-
fore supper time, We sfopped ot the
Orange Grove Station only long enough
to tell Steve why we were going back
and o gel a drink. It would be ten miles
befare we had onother chanes for o
drink of water at Boea Haton, Then we
were off apin at & rapid pace down the
beach 1o the south, There was not time
to waste i we made Lauderdale Station
by dark, and thal was what we staried
ol ta do,

It was a fine day for our trip, A fresh
wind was blowing from the east and the
jers came folling In theee fines deep;
their snowy crests gleaming in the bright
sunshine, With shoes tied logether with
their laces and slung over our shoulders,
our trousers rolled up to our kpees, we
made good time down the beach at the
water's edge. For there the wot sand was
the hardest, and was the best walking.
The regular beach walker always weil
barefoodled, [t was casber and fasier that
way,

We arrived at Boea Raton (Sponish,
meeaning mouth of wat) about fwelve
thirty and stopped to eat our lunch of
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eold Mapjacks left over from breakfast,
aAnother reason for eating our lunch her
wht Boen Haton Lake was fresh waler,
and came close to the besch near the
south end of the lake, where ot some
distant thme there was an inlel or outlet
b the sea. Legends say that when the in-
lek was open in plrate times they weed il
for n harbor. Bui there las newver beon
any indication around the lake that suech
was the case,

Only about ten minutes was reguined
to eal our meager lunch of cold Mapjcks,
washed down with a drink feom the Inke,
then we werme off again down the keach,
Arriving ai Hillshorough Inlet ate in the
aftermoon, as we had caleulated, Lhe tide
was low enough for us to wade across Lhe
inlet an the outer bar, keeping a sharp
lookout for sharkes meantime, There
wore plenty of them coasting along on
the outside of the breakers.

It was just suncown s we stepped
vpon the porch af the Laiderdale Sia-
tion, very Lired and hungry. Loule's
folks were plad (o see us 30 goon after
seppding us word of theke plight. Only
vesterday morming they had sent their
call for help and here we were In answor
to that call. Supper was rendy nnd waiting
for ws, Grits and palmetio cabbage was
sl they had, but there was plenty of it
such e it was, Nol much in it however
t build up our steength after that long
trump on shorl mations. We might have
packed some of the food we had at the
plnnel, and brought 1t with us. It would
have bheen a blg help under the circum-
gtanees, Hut we started in such o hurry
it never occurred to wus that it would
he the proper thing to do. We thought of
the good Moue that we had [#f behingd ns
we ate our supper of cabbage and grits.

After supper thal night, as we sai in
the living room talking over the sitieation,
I asked Mr. |E. ®.] Bradiey what kind of
boal he had for us to make the teip
through the Everglades to Biscayne Hay.
For we would be compelled to go thai
way. The mecean wns entirely too rough bo
b consldervd then, and there waps no
time o waste in wailing for o smpoth sea.
Food had to be gob as soon as possible.
He said there was an old Indian canoe
that had washed an shore about a mile up
the beach, and we eould get that for our
trip through the Everglades, There was
n deep slough just back of the beach ridge
extending for near two miles north and
south, passing close behind the Stathon
nngd ending some {wo or three hupdned
yards south of it Mr, Bradley's plan was
to haul this old canoe over the besch
ridge Lo the slough: then pole her Lo the
soith end and again haul it over & fong
wiy Lo Lhe river.

“That sounds like a big job o me'" 1
eild when he had stated his plan, “Yes,"™
he sald, “it will take the best part of to-
morrow bt get thal canoe down to the
Station, and the pnext morming we can
hawl her o Lhe rver from the :||I|H.I:Hh.

That will not take very long as | have
rollers and plank to houl her on when we
get 1t that far"

After a breakfast of ““swamp cabbage,”
a8 some call (L, and grits, we staried wp
the leach to get that canos, And what a
canoe [§ was. Some white man had tried
to improvw on the Indian mode] by sw-
ing it open lenpihwise and inserling a
Ix0 plank to make it wider, The bow
and stern had been Glled in with & solid
block of wood. [I was about ns heavy
& iwo ordinary cypress canoes, A cum-
ersaome and unwieldy emfi. | did nol
like the ook of 1§ a8 all, bui it would
have to do as it was all we had in which
to make the forced voyage Lo the bay far
food that was so badly npeeded, We ga-
thered uwp a number of pieces of boands
seattercd along the shore, These were
laid along abead of the eanoe, then it
wis dragged along over them, We eould
mave L only & few incheds st 8 time. And
those few inches were made In the sxme
wny the Irshman played the fddie,
“Hy main steength by jabbers. "

[t was near two o'clock thai aftemonmn
when the old canoe Moated in the waler
of the slough, We piled in and with im-
provised poles pushed her owards the
Station slowly. The pieces of boards wene
a rather poor substituie for oars or a
good pole, and the dough was fall of
liypads and sswprass. The canoe had o
be forced through them by slow and
hard pushing

When aboug hall way (o the Staifon
I happened Lo ook fo the southeast and
there within sixty yards of us stood two
line deer at the cdge of the hammock,
calmly looking at us, When [ exclaimed,
“Look ai the deer!™ the olhers stopped
pushing and tumed to look in the direc.
tion indicated, The deer, seeing that they
wird observed, turmed aboul and with
two jumps were out of sight i the ham-
moek. Then we commenced io berate
each other for not thinking to bring a
gun, buat that did not help the motier, We
could nof help cussing ourselves mentally
however for our camlessness s we
thought of what fine eating we might
have had if we only had thought fo bring
a gun on this Erip, We pald for our
thoughilewness (hat time by having to
eat palmsetio cabbage and grits for sup-
per, when we might hove bhsl 8 goeod
wison sieak.

It was Ilste in the aftemoon when we
arrivid af the Bution, and afoer 8 meager
dimrer spent the balance of the day pest-
ing after sucl a strenwous moming. MNext
day ofter breakfost of the same grits and
cabboge, we houled the camor over into
Mew River, We had just as far to hawl it
as the day before, but now we had rol-
lers and made guick work of it. AL sle.
ven o'clock we were peady to starl up
rver lor the E':E:ihl:'ln. M, Hradiey
used the last bil of flour she had in the
louse Lo bake a very amall boaf af bread
for ue Lo take along that we might be sure



Semiimole Indang ware the only inhabitants of the Everglades whan Charles Pierce and
the Bradloys explored there in 18832 (phote courtesy of Mrs. Robert Powell).

af a litthe something to ent. We had the
gun now and hoped to kil something
to help out our oo small stock of food,
Hut what a supply of grub for three
hungry voung fellows — Guy was going
with iis = thal would have Bo lasl al lesst
two davs, We could not make it through
the Glades Lo the Bay o bess time and
wie intetded to keep maving oll night if
possible. | could haove eaten three loaves
the size of this one Mrs, Bradiey had
baked for the trp and then have been
hungry. We had some lshing lines and a
liitle dry ten bui not another thing. Mot
even sall that would have been weelul in
case wi killed something or caught fish,

There wae no Lifke Lo waste] we
started af ence. Although it was now near
nocn we did not intend to eat any of our
little loal of bread until night wherever
we might be at that time, We hoped Lo
be able to kill some kind of game before
then, wo with hopeful hearts we prehed
aff. The mver was too deep to use poles
We had Lo row the old ark agalnst a
ateaivg eurrent that was flowing down
froms the Everglades to the sea and our
Progress was very slow,

Thiz was my (irst sight of the opper
river. It was ceeoked; kept tumning fimst
north, then south, and at no time could
w see any distance ahead on aceotint ol
the bends in the channel, A short way up
the river, and before we reached Lhe pine
timileer, we passed a large dense hammoek
of the north bank. This hammock was
known as the “Coulee hammaock,” noted
for the mpsskcers of the Coules family
lere by the Semincdes about 18537
[sctually the Uooley massacre of Jan-
vary 6, 1836). Soon after passing this
hummock we came to where the river

made Itz way through thick high pine
wonds, The banks were now some higher
nnd In most places of overhanging rock.

All the land hereabouts i solid rock,
and 1t became evident 1o me o8 | looked
nf i thaot st some remole tme there had
been an earlbhguake that had opened up
this fessure from the Glodes to the coast
making the channel now called New
River, There is a legend of the Seminales
that tells how it happened in one night,
hence the name, New Hiver.

As owe kept pulling steadily onward
wp the rver we had little to say. Cur
minds on the subject of food, when one
did speak |1 was on the chances of killing
something good to eat, or st least fit to
eat. But luck seemed against us now, Mo
birds fit to ent came within m@ige of our
old twelve pauge muzdlelonder shobgun,
Alligntors were (o be seen most any place
one might look and lame enough too,
letting us approach within easy gunshot,
bl we were npol yel bungry enough to
try gator steak. | had teed it onee, vears
hefore, and did not care Lo repeal the px-
periment.

Late In the aftemnoon we had passed
bevond the high pine land and camo to
where the river banks were lined with a
thick growth of cypress timber, The Erees
were growing crowded close logether,
gaunt pnd gray with bare limbs draped
in long festoons of gray Spanish moss
swaying hack and foarlh in the aftermnoot
wing, It drops its needbes or feliage bn the
carly full and stands bare and gray like a
dead Lree until spring. These tall bare
trees standing there in the sHence of the
wilderness with their waving drapery of
geay maas had a ghostly appearance,
while undernenth them in the shallow

water st thelr roots were growing denze
masses of blue and white spearhendlilies.
A litthe Wnter we spied a fshhawk's nest
i the top of p tall cypress on the nofh
bank of the river, Mm, Fishhowk was at
hemmie on Uhe nest, and [ el certain that
there were efggs in the nest that 1 eould
sell for & dollar each if there was a chance
to obtain them, Bot time was o more
knpartant item right then so we sald
“goodbye™ to the lady, promising to call
on ol reldrm,

Just at sundown we arrived at the end
of novigatlon in the river. Here the water
wis pouring frem the Everglades in a nar-
rovw channel through reck into the river.
Coming in from the sowth over & rock
bodtom it was a small rapids for 2s much
a5 a hundred fect or so0, and so swill 1
taxed our sirength lo the utmost Lo push
the old canoe up agninst . When we
reached still water of the Glades, we
paused for the first bite to eal since our
breakfast of grts and palmetto cabbage.
The extra exertlon of pushing up agains
the raplds had sharpened the sppetite of
Lowie and [ to a palnfel point. ' We were
ravenous and could have saton bodled
owl had there been any, but zlns all we
bad was the very small loaf of bread.
Guy had not helped os at all, He was
wick and lay in the bow of the conoe
deeping all the time until we stopped,
Then he roused up and was ready for his
ghare of the supper. | divided the little
Liaf inte thees equal parts after carefully
making a correct mweasure fo be sure all
biad the same amount, Just why Guy had
i come with ws on that sather perilous
trip [ never did understand, Fie was not of
the least vee, was in el a hindemnoe
and n linbility,

We gat there in the gatherng gloom
of night munching our bread and making
it lost as long as possihle, Then we drank
all the water we could hold to Gl up the
empty space. Had we been smokers it
would have helped o lot to have smoked
a pipe after this hearty supper. Bt none
of us used tobacco in any shape ab thai
time. After taking another hig drhnk of
Glade water, we wearily picked up the
oars and started on out Into the greai
Everglades by maanlight. As we eanie
into the Glades just before dack we no-
ticed & large Indiam village on the land &
mile or so to the southesst. Mow we
could see 4 number of campfires burnlbng
in the village and hear dogs borking.

As night seftled down on thiks great
marass its wild life seemed to wake up
and the mnight concert eommenced, |
had never heard anything like it. The
firet new thing 1 noticed in particular
was the cr¥ing of the limpkin, or crying
bird, OF course | had seen, killed, and ate
limpkin, but never had | heard anything
like this. There seemed Lo be hundreds of
them all araund us and more distant until
their crving ealls were lost in the for dis-
tanee af the great swamp. Then there was
an incessant croaking of thouwsands of
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sorth, ““that |5 Snake Creek Hight, and at
the far end of it s the entrance to Snake
Creek. We are just about six miles too far
to the west,™

It was a heautiful morning, not a cloud
1o be seen, and a gentle heeeze came with
the sun from the ezt All kinds of agua-
tie hirds could be seen on every hand,
but they kept a safe distance from i, We
didd not have an opportunity to shoot
any of them for our breakfast, and of
course were compelled to go without
that much-peeded meal, Nothing to be
gined by sitting there longer, =0 we
picked up the poles and hended for Snnke
Creedk bight, When we arrived at the head
witers of Snake Creek, we still had abom
fifteen miles to travel before reaching
Biseayne Station and something Lo eat.

Wihen within a half a mile or 30 of the
ereell we acchdentally took the wrong
channel, When we came to the end of it
nnd seelng our mistake, to wave golng
back for some distance, [ jumped over-
hoard anad drageed the canoe through a
bad mess of mud and grass into the righi
channel., This extm excribon made me
alimumt cmzy for food, | went to the
griub box looking for food, knowing full
well there was nothing there in the shaps
af food, bug 1 felt that 1 just had to have
someihing. | saw the ten can and took it
up and swallowed aboul & Lablespoanful
af dry tea then @ big drink of water and
storied poling on. In aboul ten minutes
that tea made me so sick [ did nol want
anything to eal. “Gee!™ but 1 was skek
for near hall an hour. We did ool stop
however, and after & thime the naasen
cansed by enting dey tea passed off.

About eleven a'cloek we entered the
creek. Although suffering with a ravenous
hunger, we were greatly elated on enter-
ing this swift running stream: and at onee
commenced (o look for a Hkelv place to
fish. On rounding & bend a few minutes
later we found just the spot we looked
for. A buanch of lilypads on the edge of o
deep pool, Bounding in there, we made
fast and began to haint worms in the
bonpeis of the lilles. Baiting the pin
hooks with the worms we soon had a
supply of soinll bream. Using these on
lnrger tackle we fished for black bass ane
soon had fwo fine large bass, more than
eoodgh to moke us a pood mesl, With
greal eagerness al the prospeet of a full
meal we  landed; Loww collecled dry
word anel starbed a fire while [ eleansd
the fish. We did nod bave any aalt or
grease to frv them in, There were only
two ways of coaking them st our com-
mand: roast them on the coals of boil
them. We decided fo boil them as the
quickeit way to have them ready for
eating.

But when the fsh was ready | found
that [ could eat but very little of it It
spemed fo furn apoinst me. At st |
thoupht it was the effect of my fen
slekness, wntll I noticed that Louvie and
Guy wem in the mme fix. They loo

could eat but little of the fsh. Suppose
it wns hecause we had been withoul food
s long our stomochs were (oo weak to
atand fish withoutl salt. 1§ lad ane good
effect however; we were no longer bungry
and what litile we ate gave us more ener-
gv. We resumed our journey down Shake
Creak.

Pussed a number of Indian camps,
where we saw (he men al woerk cleaning
land on which to plant their gardens of
earn, sweet polatoes snd pumphins.

It was after dark — ves some time after
dark — when we passed out of Snake Creck
into Biscnyne Bayv. We now had four
miles to go apgainst a head fide and a
fresh east wind that madie our progress
slow and hard. At nine o'cleck that night
we arrived at the Biseayne Station land-
ing., Here we saw H, F, Hammon's [a
Palm Beach ploneer who founded Ham-
mondville, west of Pompano in the
15903 ] sharple foe, st anchor. This boat
had heen bullt but a short time before by
Hammon and  Lainheart [Willlam N
Lanshart] st their home on Lake Worth,
She was rigged ns n sharpie bul had gaff
sails in place of the usial leg-o-muiton of
the Mew Haven Sharpic, She was some-
thing over ten fons regisler and a well
buill erafl. | wondered when [ saw her,
“whaot she was daoing hene,"

We made fast to the dock and crawl-
ed oul on shore. Yes, literally crawled,
and when we started (o walk up the trail
stappered like old dmnks. We were 8o
weak from |ack of food for so long a
time, it was afl we could do to reach the
station withoui stopping to mest on the
way, When my mother saw us as we walk-
od into the living seom of the Station she
exclaimed, “For goodness sakes! What is
the matter with vou bays? You look as il
you had been drawn through a knot
hiole.”™

e nre about starved. Hove vou any-
thing eooked In the safe? was my reply,
“We hove not had food enough to ent for
the past three doyvs and have poled and
poled & heavy old canoe through the
Cilpdes from New' River on empty sto-
machs,™

Wedl, it so happened that mother had
plenty of cooked food which only need-
ed n litthe warming and we were soon
hard at work trving to 0O that vacoom
in our insides. When we were so full we
could hold no more we slopped ealing
and &3 all three agrecd, were still hongry,

We now (ound oub why the fae was
here. Hammon and Lainheart [sie] had
been awarded the contract to repalr akl
the Howmses of Reluge on the Florda
coast, by the [federal] Government, and
had started with the Biscayne Bay Howse
fisi. | asked where the men were and was
tald they had gone to bed upstairs,

Speaking of beds also eminded e
that we also stopd in need of sleep, not
having any worthy the name for neardy
40 houre. Calling to Louie and Gy to
codte l|nng [ went up stairs where 1 shw

a number of men asleep on the Govemn-
ment coks. All the eel up cols wem of-
cupied sa we had to set up three for our
e, While working an a eol 3 man near
wiake up and aiked, “What's up?" “No-
thing," 1 nnswerad, “Bul this cot will be
pretty soon"

Mext morming we had to be called a
number of tmes before we could wake
enaugh to know some one was calling
s to breakfast. When [ reslized the call
meant something to eal, | was ool of bed
in & hury and pulling the other boys
until they were wide swake. When 1 tald
them thore was something good to eat
walting for s downstaies, they needed
no Turther urging and got out noa harnys
we were still hungry,

Alter hreakinst Loule and Guy depart -
ed for Brickell's Store st Minml whero
they would purchase supplies for their
folks ot Fort Lavderdale. This part of
their trip would he rasy as they had the
use of our sloop, Creale, Meantime 1
laid around and rested, T also made the
seguaintance of the men emploved on
the repair work. One of them, Frank
Boye, was from Indian River, and was
recognized up there g 8 fine violinis, But
for some renzon known only to himself,
we eorilled mot Induce him te play anything
on my violin, Perhaps the violln was not
gond enough to suit his musical ear, Any.
woy he would not play on it 1 had not at
this time made much progress as a vieline
il and was anxbous to hear some ome
play It that could make muske on the In-
strumeni.

Louie and Guy did not retem from
Miami wntil after dark. S0 we prepared
for another good night's sleop and an
carly starl on the refurn trip in the mam-
ing. We did not anticipate anything but a
pleasant and qudck trip back to Lauder-
dale, as we woukd have the boat loaded
with good things to eat, and now were
satisficd we knew the way haek, so there
would be no delay in hunting channels (n
Lhe E'.'l.'rrﬂ.ldn._

After breakfast the next moming we
sdid geodbye to the Tolks at the Station
and were o odr way, We did not make
very good time going up Snake Creek,
The ewrrent was rather swift and in con-
sequence our progress slow, When dark
ayeriook us we weme yet some distance
feam the Glades,

We found n good camping place an the
narth bank of the creek, just as the sun
wenl down. It was an old Indian camp
ground ready made for our dee, 18 was a
romantke spot, under large waler oaks,
the ground was as clean as a foor, high
and dey. All we had to do was spread oul
the blankeis on the groand, bulld 2 fire
and eook supper. This we guickly did. We
had canned roast beef, soda emekers, but-
ter. Cocoa with sugar and milk. We ecer-
tainly enjoved this camp, Fine weoather,
plenty Lo eat, no mosquitees, n good dry
camp, What more could ome ask. But
what a difference from the trp south
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only two days ago. That experience cer-
tainly made os appreciate what we had.

We glept late the next moming, In
fact the sum was well above Lhe tree tops
when 1| opened my eyes and decided it
was time te be doing samething about
getting our breakfast and stariing on our
way once more. While we had plenty of
food and [were] enjoying the thp the
folks at Laoderdale were still living on
palmetio cabbage and grits, And perhaps
the grits might have given aul by this
time, leaving them with only palmatio
cabbage to keep the spark of life in their
bodies. So it was necessary that we hurry
on with eur supplies,

“Hey bhoys!™ I welled. “"Git up, The
gun ks away up and here you are sleeping
the good daylight away like vou have
nothing elue to do,*

Louie stuek his head oul from under
the blanket, blinking at me he dawled,
“Da wou think it i time Lo get up?"

“Stand up and see for yourmelf,™ [
answored, ““We have a long Journey abead
of us and we had betier be doing about."
With this reply | went to the creek and
washed, then buillt a fire and started
broakfast, In an hosr's time we were
again on our way up the ereek,

The current was strong agninst us, We
hid b0 lay back on those onrs with all our
strength to meake any Kind of time sgainst
it. And it was noon or a little past when
wi passed from the creck into the Ever.
glades.

“Louie,” zaid 1, “Do you know where
the channel |s that leads north oul of this,
[ mean the one that takes us siraight
through to Mew River?"

“Well," he answered, "I think 1 know
where It is, but am not sure, We will just
have to keep a sharp lookout for it & we
go along. It I small and we might pass it
il we are not earefal."

We now stopped to eat 0 can of cold
cantied beef and crackers, then pushed on
|Milﬂn for & little channel leading north,
But as hour afber hour passed we kepl on
without finding the Hitile channel through
the B TS, The way was apen and clear
i the northeast and we followed it.

It was near sundown when we decided
wi hind passed the long looked for passage
to the north and had gone many miles
out of our woy to the northwest. We
stopped and ate our suppor and as we ate
talked the situntion over, Then we des
termined to tum back and force our way
through the swgrass o the open water
to the north at the frst likely place we
came Lo, When we camse to this decision
darkness was upon us, so we waited lor
the moon bo nse This channel, the one
we had been following all the afternoon,
was wide and guite deep. When we slop-
ped ot sundown we could not see the end
af it It faded oot in the distance to the
northwest, Have sinee heard that this
channel wenl clear across the Evenglades
to the Big Cypress Swamp an the west
eoast

The moon mse about eight o'clock
and half an hour [ater gave us enough
light to see our way on the back track,
Between eleven and twelve o'clock we
found an opening In the sawgrhss that
looked as If it might take us through to
the open water to the morth. In we went,
but it was terrible hard work pushing the
loaded canoe through the tangle of moss
grass and woler weeds, Most likely if it
had been davlight we never would have
attempded to push throwgh sach a place,
but the moeonlight was deceptive and the
pastage looked hetler than i actually
wiks az we soon found oul, but we kept
an pushing as hard as we could, moving
ably a few inches st the time. It was
the hardest of work and for more than

Exploring the southeast Florida wilderness by boat, as sketched by George W, Potter

fillustration courtesy of Marjorie P. Stewartl,

14 BROWARD LEGACY

an hour we kept st 16, At last we slid ong
into the open water to the nonth, Now
there was n clear open route through (o
Mew River, There was no land in sight,
not even any small isands near enough to
b ween in the pale moonlight, so there
was na ehanee for a camp,

We were now very tired and sleepy. It
wid after ane o'clock so | proposed that
we Ly and get same sleep there in the
canoe, Guy had cuded up on his old
Mace on the bow and had been sieeping
while Loube and 1 worked pelting the
capnoe through the sawgrnss, The canos
leaked just epough to keep aboul half an
inch of water on the boflom, &0 we could
not use that for a bed, 1 took the stem
and Louie fived himsell after a fashion
on the middle wal, Yeo there wernr some
mosquitoes, mol many bul jusi enough to
keep us from going Lo sleep al odee, |
would be just passing out into the land
of Mod when along would eome a big fel-
low with a lazy boo-o-0-08 that would
wiake me up slapping whdly. Then |
would iry it over again. At last 1 wrapped
the blanket around my head, leaving only
a sinll hole (o breathe through, Then [
went Lo sleep,

We did not need an slarm clock to
wake us early mext maming. In fact our
sleeping the balance af the night was in
cat-naps only. The cramped posilions
and the ever presenl mosguiloes poe-
vented any long or deep deep, And again
the chill at daybreak got us up and
mioving. Have always found It the case,
the coldest part of an Everglade night ls
at dayhreak, Why | do not know but it
is s, Alter standing wp and stretching
odir cramped and weary limbs, washed
the sleep from our eyes over the side of
the canoe, then ate our breakfast of can-
ned beol and crackers, We would have en-
joved a cup of hot drink of most any
kind that morming, [We] bad net had any
warm [ood ar drink since the moming
before,

After breakfast, followed by a drink
of pure Glade water, we were again on
our way, Open water now, and we made
fairly good time towards New River, Ar-
rived al the small swift water channel
that runs into MNew River at noon. Here
we stopped for lunch of beel and crckers
as usual, We were in good spirits now for
we knew Lhere was b strong fair cureent
in our favor nearly & the way Lo the
Houze of Refuge st Lavderdale, And we
would nol be long in reaching eur jour-
ney's end in this old ork of 8 cance,

While fied to an overhanging bush
cating our lunch, nn Everplades Eite pas-
sitd us Mying slowly, as they always do,
towards the open Glades, We watched it
with great interest until it passed out of
sight behind the tall cypress to the wesd,
These curious hawks were new Lo us then,
never having seen one before Lhis teip in
the Glades

The Eserglades Kite {Hosthramus So-
cizhilis Mumous) or snnfl hawk, was first



dlscovered in the Everglades near the
hiead of the Mizmi River, henee its name,
It &5 found In Flerda, only in the Glades
angd adceni swamps, and lives entinely
aon 4 soail that & found only in those
places, and [ have often wondered, how
did the first palr of Chese hawhs preive
i the Glades? Some would answer that
question by saying, “Why they were
craled nt the same time that God created
ovory  living thing on the face of the
earth.” We are nlso iold thai after ghe
creation everything was brought before
Adam in the Garden of Edon to be
manved. And this Garden of Eden was
localed some plsce v Ewrope or the
eastern continent. Well, had the Ever-
plades Kite been creabed there [t would
be found in the saeamps of thal country
and not in the Everglades of Florida. For
It Is not & stromg flier and never could
have prossed the theer thoosand miles or
more of sea to make its home in Florida,
Well, all there s to it, it s now living in
the Everglades. And the snail it feeds on
stems o have been erealed especially for
s wie, for no olher bied exeept the
Limpkin eats it. This snall, found only
in the Gilades and bordering swamps, (ives
in a curled shell of dirty brown on the
upper part, underneath it is a beight
Invender, When full grown it is nbout an
inch and & half in diameter. When Iook-
ing for food the snnll hawk comes flying
slowly over the swomp, o few feet above
the tops of the fall sawpgrass, its howd
dovwn loaking for snalls, When it sees ane,
it hovers an insiant, then drops strighi
down and grabs the snail in ore of i
strong talons. Then rises and makes ifs
way slowly to the nearest Bush or small
tree and proceeds to pull the snall oat of
its shell, and swallows [t whole in the
same manner thet & heron doss a fish.
The next vear | found 8 nest of Ever-
glade Kites in n swamp west of Lake
Warih. The nest contalned two eggs
mottled with brown spots and under the
nest on a little pateh of ground, or minia-
ture island the bush was prowing on, was
a kitthe pibe of soail shells, ompty shells

As the Everglade Kite passcd out of
our sight, 1 thought of the fishhawk's
nest we had seen an our way ap river.
“Louie,” said [, Ywe have plenty of
tme this afternoon, [ wanl (o sep al
that fshbhawk's nest we saw on our way
up and see if there are any egps. [ can get
&1 ench for them if Lhere are any. Mr.
Rabert Sharpless of Alleona, Peana., the
man | have been collecting eggs for in the
past wear has offored that for egps of the
lishhnwk (Qsprey )"

“Suppose the old lady ohjects to you
tnking her eggs” sabd Lowle. “Well,”
was my reply, “1 expect you to stand by
with that shetgun ready, and if she comes
too elose and shows fight, 1o sheot her."
We then cast off apd resumed our joue.
pey. Inabout & half an hour we arrived
al Lhe (shhawk’s nest, or rather at the
feol of the teee In which the nest was

lpeated, We made the boat fasr to the
trve and | prepared to go alofi. Loule
meantime pleking up the shotgun o be
ready in case the hawh attacked me,

The trunk of the cvpress was cover-
ol with n hesvy dmpery of Spanish
mags, A number of desd branches and
knots stuck owt throogh the moss,
fumnishing numerous footholds 1 went
mpidly up fo the nest. The fshhawk
was meantbne cireling around overhead
utfering loud cries. Was righi mear the
niest when [ heard 3 rushing soumnd alove,
1 lorkeed up and saw the obd bird making
a dive rght for me with both feot hang-
ing down, talens spread ready too gk,
1 yelled, “Hey Louie,” and Iet go and
came shooting down that  Iree about
fifty times faster than | went up, bring-
ing moat of the tree's mom covering
with mae. Il was & lﬂuﬂ IJ'LI!'II fase mwie Lhat
the moss was thick on the tree, &8 it
kepl me from geiting badly seratched
and bruised of the dead limba and knsts
in miy sudden drop Lo the ground,

“Why the dickens didn't you shoot
the old cuss when she made for me?'’
was the question 1 asked as soon as | got
my breath, Louje was laughing so much
that he could not answer at once. Then
he told me that he did nod see the bied
coming down until she was too close
to me for him to shoot withoul danger
af hitting me,

“Hul 1L was o sighl o we™ he px-
elaimed, “the way you came down that
tree hringlng all the moss with yow"

After exacting a promise from Loule
to shoot the bird & soon a8 she come
within range and not wait until she made
& dive 5t me, | sinried to climb the tree
apain, keeping my eve aon that old fght-
ing hawk meantime,

When the fishhawk saw me going hack
to her nest, she came back ying well up
in the alr overhead, Loule did not wait
far her to make a dive this time, but et
drive at her at long mnge. He kit her but
not bagd, just enough fo take all the seop
otit of her, She it on & tree abodl Lwo
hundred yards east of us and remained
there while 1 climbed Lo the nest and got
the two eggs that were ia (L 1 pat the epgs
kiesbde my shirl a3 | had to e both hands
in coming down, [ got them safely o the
canoe and pleced them in the mes chest,
Then we cast off and continued on our
way down the river

When wr turned from Now River into
Middle River or Snook creck, as it was
-|':'l||rd1 we met a8 haed head tide but as
we had anly abaul o mile Lo go we made
it In good timse. When we reached the
landing we found Mr Bradley then
walting for we He wanted to know at
once what had been keeping us so long,
and added the information that they were
just about starved, Their supply of grits
had given out and for the st two daya
[they ] bad been lving on Palmeite cab-
bape nlone.

Without delay we unloaded the
canoe, Each taking o Joad we started for
the stotion, Mrs, Bmdley and ihe litile
girls met us with broad smiles. They were
certainly glad 8o see us coming, bringing
in the food. M. Bradley started at once
to cook supper although it was early in
the aftermeon. No ene there wanted Lo
wall untll dork for supper. We were all
hangry so why nod eat ot once, We did,

Next moming Louie and [ started
walking vp the besch for Hypoluxe, to
complete our job of fxing up my boalks
and taking them o the Bay.

We fook it easy as il was only nloe
miles te the Hillshorough, and the thde
would not be low until afternoon., We had
to wadie the inlet, and this could be done
anly af low tide, At any other time it was
a swimming job. We iimed our orrival ot
the nlet jusl right, and were soon on the
porth aide and making tracks for the
Oringe Grove Statbon, or “Steve’s™ as
we cnlled it [after Steve Andriwd, the
keeper], where we ardved In thme for

supper.

RETURMN TO BISCAYNE BAY
AND BACK

It was inte in the afiernoon, and we
[Charles  Fieree and Louwis Bradley |
were still some distanee from the Hilks-
borough |Hillskoro | River [after having
repaired the capvas eanee gt Hypoluxo
and now towing it back to Bicayne Hay
with the sloop [Dollv]when the pround
swells commenced fo increase in size and
pumber. I now told Louie we would have
to run into Hillsborough and spend the
mkght thete, IT we kept on, it would be
late In the night when we arrived at the
Lauderdale Station, and with the in.
creasing sen it would be dangerous for us
to attempt a landing there, Besides we
wanted waler hl!.d.l:p' and mast  likely
could find some at Hillekorough, The
thde would be on the fMood when we ar-
rived ab the inlet bul the wind was ahead
and we would have trouble in bealing in
over the bar in the big sen then running.

The Dolly was an open boat and we
had tools enough in our load to send her
to the bottam il she [lled with a big
breaking sea, When we came to the inlet
the sun was neardy down and the big
rollers were breaking heawy on the el
in front of the inbet, | sailed on by, look-
ing at it and Erying to figure the best way
to get inside withoul swamping In the
breaker on the bar,

At last | had a plan, 1 did nol =y a
word Lo Loupe bul came aboul and sail-
e back to the inlst just oulside the line
of breakers. When in Froot of the inbet
1] headed the Bolly in behind three big
combers [waves], keeping her sall rp
full, Then | loaked behind and saw a big
hollow comber mounting Into  the akr
about ffty feet awsy and coming af s
with the speed of an express traln. |
macdde an exclamation that cavsed Louke
to look bock,
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“We'll swnmp, we'll swamp,” he yel-
ted, then tumed his Back om the on-
rushing wave and walied for his predic-
tion to be fulfifled, We did not swamp
however, tho" we came wry near it |
expected (o st the canoe that was
towing on the end of a long line, go ml-
ling like a log when the breaker hit her,
She turned paridy hropdside to the sen
&4 it erashed down on bher, and if hit her
under the bilge with such Torce the light
boat was thrown high in the air elear of
the eomber. [t paseed under her, then
she fell into smooth water behind the sea
and never shipped n drop, Fortunately
for us, the breaker had expended 1is
greatest force and was greatly diminish-
ed before it reached the Dofly. It siruck
hard enough, however, to thoow her on
her beafmsend and 0O her hall foll of
waler.

Before the next sen came, our own
heatdway together with the food tide
had earried s in, out of ils reach, Mean-
time Louks was bailing away for dear
life, throwing the water out of the boat
ns fast m5 he could. A few minutes later
| mn the boat's nose inte the =and shone
nround the sooth paint, the same landing
wie used when herme in the Creole some
vears belore, Throwing the anchor an
shore, and taking in sail was only 5 mins-
ute's job. Then we spread our hedding on
the sand to dry as much ns possible in the
wind before dark, and prepared bo spend
the night there,

We were by this time very thimsty, not
having a drop of any kind of drink since
early moming. Leaving Louie Lo prepare
supper, [ jumped in the canoe and went
up Cypress Creek looking for fresh waler,
[ went wp the ereek for near a mile bul
aa the tide was up, the ereck was blue
salt water all the way, The sun wenl
down a3 | paddied vp stresm and [ was
forced to reiurn to camp withoul having
foiend any Tresh water,

It was o dry supper we had that night,
no tea, eoffee or water, There was juast
ot thing in our favar. The weather tum-
ed eold after the sun went down =0 we
did nol zuffer w much from thirst as
we wolld kad the night been hot We
wenl Lo sleep eardy to keep from think-
Ing, “Oh! lkow dey 1 am.”

Mext moming jiest as the sun was
coming up from the sea 1 awoke, gol up
and wenl to the weter's edpe to wash the
sleep from my eves and have a look
aroamid Lo see iF there was any chanee of
finding water to drink. We had to have it
before going to sea again, that was sure.
I was thinking of going up Cvpress Creek
until I found frech water if it took me
hallf a day, Yet I did not want to Fnse
any Linse (o Ue sed whe smoolh now and
the wind Blowing & gentle breeze from
the northwest, An ideal moming for o mn
io the souih. Looking aeross the water |
aaw something on the north side of the
inlet thpt eaused me bo run to the tent
and yell Lo wake Louie, telling him to get
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up and see what damed fools we had
been bo go thirsty all alghi

Louje camo crowling out from wnder
his maosguits bar saving, ""What are vou
talking so crazy aboug?”

*Look there,” [ angwered, “do vou see
those coconut trees loaded with young
green nuis, and those nuts ane full af the
best drinking water to be found? Come
on, let’s go."™

We did not waste any time in getting
inta the Dally and poling her to the other
aide of the inled where tho hig coconut
trees wene growing near the water's edpe,
In about two minutes | was in the bop of
the mearest tree throwing dovn the green
coconuts, Only two nuts went down Eo
Louje befoere 1 stopped to open one and
have the finest drink 1 ever iasted. The
night had been cool and the milk or water
of the nuts was clear, cold and delbclous.
It must be remembored that we had been
without water for twenty-four hours. [
cul and threw down 0 Looke aboul o
doden ol these water bottles 1o camy
wilh us

Went back to camp feeling much bel-
ter and no longer thirty. We made cof-

(e with the coconut milk, which in
young nuls like these (8 nothing more o
lezs than pum waler, We enjoyed thal
breakfnst with plenty of hot coffer to
wash it down, something we had not had
since the moming belfore leaving the
haulover st the sound end of Lake Worlh.

The sea was cilm this moming. The
blg ground swells of yvesterday had all
disappeared, leaving the oeean as smodth
a5 & pond. The wind was blowlng a fine
breeze from the northwest as we salled
out the inlet. | now decided io loove the
onnoe ak the Lauderdale Station until 1
could come back ond give it a coal of
paint on the pulside, i was leaking so
hadly, and the Dolly was o the same comn-
ditiofi. 1 would not [be] able to bail
bath boats as 1 =ailod aftor Loule loft me.
S I told him when we arrived ot the
Simthon we would anchor and he ocould
land  himself and his dunnage in the
canoe. Then [ would o on to Biscavne
Bay in the fhalily,

W arrived at the Fori Lauderdale Sia.
tion about ten o'clock, The wind had by
thi time houled to the novth, but the sea
wad slll smooth. 1 led po the Loilvs

Snliboats at anchor somewhene along the southeast Florida coast. Charles Pierce often
anchored st Hillshoro snd New River inlets [George W. Potter drawing, courtesy of
Marjorie P, Stewart),



“On the Run,” Georgs Potter's depiction of deer hunting in south Florida [illustration courtesy of Marjorie P, Stewart),

anchor, pulled the canoe alongside. Loule
got on board af her with his dunnage and
paddled for shore, waving goodbye to me
ns he started, His folks were woiting for
him and 1 saw them drag the capoe high
up on shore after ke landed. | now po-
tleed that the Dolly for some meason was
broadside to the wind, and my (st
thewsght was a strong tide was selting up
the const apninst the wind, bul could notl
understand what caised i, | mi forward
to pull up the anchar, and [ did ot have
aanve; bnd lest it and was drifting down the
oosel before (he wind, My next stop
would be on the beach at the Biscayne
Station =0 did not worry over the los of
the anchor. Fleking up an onr, 1 swung
her head off, pulled in the mainsheel and
went bounding away over the waves for
Biscavne Station and home,

[1 was] alone on the ocean in a little
sail boat Tor the Gt time, Had sailed ug
and down Lhe eoast from Jupiter inlet to
Riscayne Bay, in various boats, but this
was the first time | had been out at sea
alone, and was somewhal nervous ond
just o Mittle excited af my situation, but
ned bn the least afrmid for | knew 6f any -
thing happoned to me of the boat 1 could
ran her on shore and would be within a
few hours walking distance of hame, or
my friends ak the Lauderdale Station,

Enjoyed it just the same, sailing over

a bright blae sea, but did not have muach
time for doy dreaming. The leaks in the
froliv's botbom kept me busy bailing with
my lefi hand, while 1 steered with the
right.

As | passed MNew River inlet the wind
hauked to the northeast, but kept blowing
just n niee sailing breeze for the [litthe
bopt, The sea kicked up a fittle, enough
to cause the Dolly to bob around lively,
Just e#nough to make i interesting sailing.
MNoonlime came, bui there was nol a
thing cooked on board. We did not have
anvthing left over at brenkfast that mom-
ing, and we did not wanl to take time to
ek something for lunch, Anyway Louie
knew he would he home long before
dinner time, as for mysell 1 had been so
used to poing withoul food in the last
fow weelks, the missing of a meal did not
muiiler,

After aboul two weeks [ again becams
restless and theed of loaflng arcund the
howse, | planned another hunting trip to
the flatwoods west of Hypoluxo with
Lowie, 17 we could kill two or theee deer,
1 reasoned, we could sell the meat up the
lake for enough fo pay our expenses, and
at the same time bave the pleasure of o
woek or 50 in the woods in our good ofd
hunting grounds,

[1] made a barge knapsack ouf of a
plece of black ollcloth, This knapsack

was s Lo carry My camp dunnage and
ammunifion, and fogether with my 1
pound shofgun mnde n very heavy load
to tobe, as the crackers say, near sixty
miles up Lhe codst,

When packed up snd ready {o go, got
a ride as far as New Hiver with Cappiain
Hammon in the [fma, There persiaded
Laswie to pack wvp and join me o my
tramp up the beach to Lake Worih,
When we arrived at Hillshorough we
found the Glepson boys there in their
gleop, Viven The Gleason family were
moving to Eau Gallie on Indian River,
and the Vizen was loaded with their
household ponds, Only the two boys,
Will and George, were aboard this trip,
They inviled s to spend the rest of the
day and pight with them, George said,
“That is & heavy load ¥You Lwo are car
rying, better stay with us and have a
good real. You will feel more lke walk-
ing kn the mornlng after a night's rest
and will be in better shope for that six-
teen mile tramp bo Steve’s,”

They did not have to urge s to stay.
Our loads had been heavier than we an-
ticipated at the siart, and tho' we had
only walked nine miles that day, [we]
were protty well tired out when we ar-
rived at Hillsborough,

The next owsming come in ealm, bl
as there was every indication of a hard
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northeaster coming in, the Gleasons de-
cided to romain insbde. And it was well
they did, for we had not gone hall o mile
when il came down on s full force with
almosd continsous squalls of min, By the
time we had gone three or four miles
[we] were wel Lo the giein and shivering
with enld,

The wind was blowing so hard agains
us we made very slow time. Loube was
not Gt 2l well and 1 had Lo stop every
mile or so for him to mst, Besides wo
were shivering and bloe with cold, At
noon we had come only seven miles.
There was stlll nine long miles shead be-
fore we could gain the shelter of the
Omnge Grove Station. and the day now
half gone,

Truly the prospect was most discoura-
ging. 1 could have walked faster and
thereby warmed up a lot, bui Lowje could
not stand the pace. We had jiest started
on, after one of our frequent rests when
I saw a clear piass bottle that was about
half full of some nmber colored fuld.
Picking it up and pulling the cork, 1
smelled of it and it smelled all right,
then 1 tasted i, “What is it?" asked
Loule, “Hrandy, bov, French brandy™
was my answer, and whthout stopping
to consider that it might nod be fit (o
drink, in fact might contain paison, |
turned the bottle up and took a good
swallow. Then, of course, Loule had to
have a drink, It certainly put new life
in us mt onee and warmed us oax oonly
comnac oould. We made better time
after finding this half pint and made it
last as long as possitde. The brandy was
the very thing poor Lowie needed. We did
not have o stop for him to rest after
finding It and made pood tlme up Lthe
beach, Arrived at the Orange Grove
Station in time [(or sopper thal Steve
war cooking as we walked in on him,
cold, wet and tired oul, and of course,

wery hungry,

HUNTING ON
HILLSBORO CREEK AND
MORE JOURNEYS ALONG

BEACH AND GLADES

Shortly after my arvival st the | His-
I:Ij"rl.f] Station | now enlled home lin
the spring of 1B83], the repalr gang
finished their work of repairing and
moved te Fort Lauderdale and eom-
menced work on thal Statlon.

RBemalned &t home for seme time;
n week or more, and in the meantime was
planning n hunting trip with Loujie for
Plume hirds. We had talked this trip
over when coming down the coast in the
Pally. We decided there should be same
nesting places of plume hirds [n the Cv-
press ereek reglon or perhaps st the head
of Sneak ereek. In the interim [ kopi
busy geiting my canoe and camping out-
fit in condition,
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Had brooght with me from Lake
Worth a larmge buck’s hide and the skin
of an extr large wildeat that 1 had kill-
o sometime before leaving Hypoluxa
Island. Removed the hair from the deer
skin by soaking in water mixed with
hardwood ashes. Lime would have been
hetter but [ did not have the lme. [ then
gathered some red mangrove bork and
tapned the deer skin & rich dark maho-
gany. I made a cape from this deor skin
o go around my shoulders. This served
two purposes, firt te kedp the upper
part of my hody dry in miny weather
nnd bo protect my shirt from wear of the
pun on my shoulders. Around the botiom
edge of this cape | muade & lob of small
holes about an inch apart, In these holes
I tied Feather thongs of about & fool
in length, These sicings had the appear-
ance of a deep f'rinil- around the cape,
but they were aot for ormament. They
were called “tle-ups” and were Lo be
used in place of string or cord whenever
neceled in the woods, This [dea was not
ariginal with me, T got it from the In-
digns, and later found the thongs mosl
useful,

The wildeat skin was nol tanmed. |
mace a hunting cap from it i the most
primitive way. The skin was haed and
stiff. | eut out a Mat plece the size of Lhe
top of my head, then a two inch strip for
the sides, This strip, when sewed on o
the fint top, made & square joint more
useful than handsome, This side sirip
was cuf in such a manner the tall was left
on, and when sewed on, the tail was
right in the middle part of the back of
the eap. And as it was hard and dry il
stuck straight out behind when on my
head. A gueer [ooking cap but it served
itz purpose well in the woods and was the
cause of me killing more than one plece
of game that | never would have got
within rmnge of, had [ been wearing any
ather kind of hat.

My camoe was now well painted and
ready for use, My eamplng ouwtfit, gun
and ammunition all ready for that hunt-
ing trip Lo the head waters of Snook and
the Hillshorough [ Hillshora | Creeks,

[1] had rigged a lateen saill op the
canoe and oiply waited for o day when
wind and sea were Fight for a run up the
copst to Mew River. On arising one mom -
ing. found the conditon of wind and ses
perfect for my rip. Was off about ten
o'clock that moming, | kept near the
shore for [ did not trust the thin & aunee
canvas the conee was covered with much,
and preferred Lo keep within swimming
distanee of Use land,

Made the trip all right without any dif
Mewliles of any kind, the canos sailing
along aver the = at 8 good rate af speed,
I was pleased with her behavior umder
sall. Arrived al the Fort Lavderdale lboat
landing carly in the afternoon. Was eis-
tresied Lo hear on oy oarrival that Guy
iid his oldest sister were very sick fram
the same mysterious makady that afflict

od Wash Jenkins when we moved him to
the Bay lasi fall. Florm, who was shout
ten years old, died that aftormoon only a
few minutes after 1 got there, The work-
men engaged in repairing the Station
made o coffin and she was bured the
next day under a wide spreading wen
grape tree in the hammoek northwest of
the house, Guy was seelled ap 30 badly
he could not walk. [ carried him (o the
grave,

This sad ncident ook all the plessure
ouf of our lives for the time being, and
our hunting trip was deferred for a few
dnys,

We staried one moaming moking our
way up whal was then called Hillsho-
rough Creek, so called because jis head
waters were nens Hillsborough inled, We
had never been up this creek before and
made slow time finding our way Lthrough
ita crooks and tums and shallow waler at
its wpper end. We were near Cypress
creck whon we bad to stop on Beeouit of
shalbow waler.

Made camp in the pine wonds on the
widt aide of the marsh, then hunted back
in the awamps to the west, We could see
plenty of plume birds Aving far to the
west but eould not locate the nesting
Mace, Here | saw far up in the air {wo
searlet fhis fiving wesi, the only scarlet
birds [ have over soen,

Two davs later we retumed to the Sta-
tian. No luck at all, not baving killed one
plume bird, We decided there were foo
many hunting Indians in that part of the
country, When within two miles of our
home landing [we] were overtaken by a
heavy minstorm. It just pourcd down for
half an hour. We did not have any woy to
get aul of it so kept on our way down the
ereek through it all, We were like o pair of
drowned rats when we arrived at the Sta.
thon, cold and hungry.

The next moming come in clear and
fine. A& cool wesl wind was hMowing and
nat & eloud [n sight, We determined op a
cruise up Soook creck, so hurdedly ate
our hreakfast and deparied, We used two
bonts this time. Loule was in the old
Indimn canoe and 1 wsed my canvas boal.
Just why we did this when either canos
was lisge enough to earry both of us and
aur camp dunnage, | cannod say ot this
Lirme, bil we did and left n sich 8 huery
[ forgat my tent, and did not notice that
it had been left uneil we were more than
a mile up Middle River (Snoak Creek).
1 told Louie to poke alosng up the rver
while | went back for it. 1 teld him [
would be as guick as posaible, My canos
wits Loo barge Lo navigaie with o paddie. |
had rigged her with a palr of oors and
rowloeks. | turmed aboot and made st
time back to the landing where my tent
lay on the grass near the dock. Picking il
up &nd throwing it inte the canoe, |
temed her around and siamed back (o re-
join Louke and do my best noi 1o delay
the trip, by rowing as fat as | could.



When 1 huile this canoe [ decided an B
ounce duck was miher thin covering (or
0 lnrge & boat, o make a water tight
bulkhead at the forward end of the cock-
pit; access (o the part forward of the
bulkhead was through openings In the
forward deck, which were covered with
camvas Mags.

Was pulling bard on the oars and the
canoit was making fast time up river
when therne came a crash accompanied by
& ripping sound forward, The canoe came
to a sudden stop. So sudden that 1 was
thrown on my back on the floor of the
cockpil.

To say that | was surprised is pulling
it mildly. Serambling to my feet [ loaked
all around asd eould not see what had
sopped the canoe, bul there she was
standing stock sl in the middle of the
siream and | noticed the current was run-
ning along on esch side same as if she was
ol amchor. U was mote than & hundeed
feet to the nearest share. [1] picked up
an onf and sounded the water alongside.
[t wes deep, could ned touch bottom
with the six foot oor [and] was sure puz-
#led. Then 1 heard the tinkling sound of
running water that came from under the
forward deck. Lifting up the canvas finps
that did duiy as a hateh cover, i onee
e the cavse of all this mystery, A light-
wood snag was sticking up through the
canoc’s bottom under the forward deck
ahoul gwo fest back from the bow. It
had torm a hole from one rib (o the
alber, o distanee of eight inches. The
wider Light bulklend was the anly thing
that kept the eance from golng fo the
battam at ones,

The snag was sticking up through the
boitom near|ly] a foot, and the only
wiy to got loose from it was to lilt the
caoe up off the snog. But how to do it
wns the question, Meanlime the waler
wns leaking up thrmogh the bulkhead,
slow bul sure, and il was o guestion of
minutes now when the eanoe and oll my
camp dunnage would go (o the bottom of
the ereek if | did not get her on shore
quickly. Sliding over the side 1 swom to
the bow and felt around the snag for a
foot hold, keeping n sharp leskoot mean-
while for alligators that might become in-
teredted in me while 1 was in the water.
The water of the creck was of the wsual
kind that fows from the swamps af
Florida, black as Ink when deep, That is it
appears black in the deep places, caused
no doubl parily by the Ltanning washed
from the roots along ks banks and the
bisck muck boltom, | found & projecting
knoi on the snag with my left foot.
Standing on that, [ lfted the canoe clear
of the snag. Then swam arcund bo the
steri and kKicked her to shore, on the east
ide af the creek where [ lound 1 was up
apaingt more trouhle,

The hank was aboul four feet high
and  strakght up ot thoi, Deep waler
coming close in, there was no beach at

all, only aboiit a oot wide of shallow
waler. | could not keep the canoe from
sinking by holding i against the bank
but that was all | could do without
Laule’s help, and there was no felling
how for up the creek he might be ol
this: time, If he wos now beyvond hear.
ing of my gun signal 1 was in a fix sure
enough, Picking up my gun I fred it
counting thirty, fired the second shot
and ngain counting thirty fired the third
shot. This was an agreed signal we al-
ways used Lo eall for help in the woods,
Right after mry third skof the boom of
& shotgun cambe i answer jusi arcund
the bend of the Fver above me. Louie had
been waiting for me the other side of the
point, and soon came in sight paddling
down the creel. | was certainly glad to
2 Lhat boy coming o my aid.

We bonded the stufl into his boat and
then towed the canoe aecross the river to
# sand bank where we hauled her out for
repaits. 1 carried repair material In the
shape of new canvas, thread and necdles,
Also a can of white lead to make the
patch water tighl. After the hole was
patchiod we ate our lunch and were on
olF way again by one thirty, The patch
idid not leak & H.'rnp and the canoe was
mgnin in pood chape.

Eept an unill late in the afternoon
when the rlver became a shallow narrow
ereek, The bushes growing high and thick
on elther bank and mecting overhend,
provented us from seelng any birds that
nuight be fying by.

Night was now eoming on and we |l
o find a place o camp without delay if
possible. We landed and found the shore
low and swampy., With the axe 1 cut out
a trail through the serub to a patch of
ground  thalt was comparatively  dry.
This was ahoul a hundred feel from the
bonts, Here we prepared o spend the
night by elearing a space lamge enough
for our tent and camplire. The foor of
the tent was full of humps and stubs of
the cut bushes, We fixed this by cutting &
lot of small branches of the myrile, plling
ihem i the gent until we had & ground
covering aboul two feel thick, This made
g pgood soft bed that eliminnted (he
bumps undemesth, We were pretty Lired
after a rather sirenvous day and soon
wer msleop,

Was awakened next moming at day -
light by = tremendous bellow that,
coming to s while half adeep, sounded
as if it was right at the door of the tenl.
As soon as we were awake enough Lo
understand whal we were hearing, we
kivew il was the bellow of a bull alliga-
tor, calling oul his moring challenge to
the other male repliles that might be
within hearing of his rumble call, T got
up, opened the flap of the tent and loak-
ed out, There was the old fellow along-
alile of our boats in the creek, and as [
whispered to Louie to come and look, he
swelled wp, opened bhis huge mouth and
let put another hluhbering bellow, a nodse

loiad enough to be heard hall o mile on a
still moming like this was, We stepped
outside {he tent, The galor sw us and at
once siitking under the water made afl
down the ereek and we saw him no mare,

While eating breakfasi we talked the
situatbon over and decided the eountry
was M. 0. when it came (o hunting
plume birds, Too many [ndians close by
wat our verdict, and |we decided] that
we better go straight home and give up
the plome hunting business for this
sensan. So immediately after brenkfsst
we packed up and started back down
rver, Om our way down you can bet 1
kepd o sharp lookout for lightwoeod snags
in the chanpel, and sterred a course well
awny from both banks of the stream,

On the way up the day before 1 had
noticed some queer looking rock-like
formation: on the soulh bank of the
mver In one or iwo places, and as we
came to It on our way back | stopped Lo
have a look at them. 1 found It to be &
sort of ocher, It was as soft as chalk and
the color of yellow ocher. 1 broke off a
few pieces to take home with me, 1 had
seitr p Kind of paint that was foond up
the Minmi River, that when used in its
madirrnd state was a kind of vellow, Hut
when baked in a firo [iE] becams o dark
reddish brown, The people on the Bay
called i Spanigh brown. 1 believed this
was sofmit of the same stufl,

We arrived back af the Station early
in the afleraoon, and an hodr or 3o later
Mr, Champ H, Spencer, the superintend-
ent of the Houses of Refuge came in on
an inspecting trip. He had George Charter
as a boatmon, Heretofore Mre. Spencer
had been making his [nspectlon trips by
snil beat down the eoast en the ocean,
which was vory uneertain on account of
having to wail for falr weather and a
smoath sea, And sometimes more than a
week was wasted in this manner, This
time he proposed bo make the trip from
the Orange Grove Statbon o the Hay by
canoe nside through the Swamps and
Everglades, hoping thereby to make bet-
ter time on his inspection trp,

Sseve Andrews had hauled the canoe
from Lake Worth to the Drange Grove
Station where they launched i€ In the
swamp back of that S5ation and made
their way through that swamp bo Boca
Raton and Hillshorough river, Then up
Cypress coeek to Lettuee Lake and on
throtigh an aimost impassable mamsh fo
Hillsborough creek where we had besn
hunting only a few days before, This
poute would hove bheen |:|I1j|l.-u rasy in the
fall and winler, but in the spring when
the waler i at [ts lowest it i impassabie
except In & case like this when the boat
was small and light, and there was a very
strong man to baul it over the mud and
shallpws. George Charter was such a
man,

They hod n fctory made canose, [E
wis small and cranky and with the lond
they earried, drow foo much waler o
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South Lake
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1aged NoOrth Loke

(7" " Worth Inlst

H, F. Hamman

E., M. Dimick

W, M,
Lanehart

G. Potter

The Lake Worth country where Charles Pierce lived mast of his life imap courtesy of Mrs, Robert Powell),

summer/fall 1985
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