Behind the Scenes

It is virtually impossible to describe any facet of
Broward County's history without taking into consi-
daration the waldnways which surround and panetrate
the land, Mumerous articles in past izsues of Browsrd
Legacy have underscored the importance of the Atlan-
tic Ogean, the Everglades, natural rivers; inlets, amd
marshes, and man made canals in the county's develop.
ment. In this issue Dr. Cooper Kirk, Broward County
Historian, examines Broward's waterways as a whaole,
analyzing the impact of water on man and man on
water from the earliest recorded accounts to the com-
pletion of Port Everglades in 1928, Ironically, as this
article demonsirates, waterways have prosented some
of the greatest opportunities and some of the most
formidable obstacles in the sattlement of the county,
In his atternpt to master the wisters, man has changed
the region's geography and created much of its history,

The enthusigsm with which Broward boosters
and builders reshaped land and water is illustrated in a
1920 Fort Lauwderdale Sertine! article entitled " Proof
That Dreams Do Come True," The Septine!s unabash -
ed excitement over the transformation of mangrove
swvampland into the Idiewyld subdivision offers insight
into. an age when the notion of conguering the wilder-
ness was still a guiding force for most south Floridians.

The role of one particularly large and prominent
family in taming the southeast Florida wilderness is
highlighted in the second half of genealogist J. L.
"Sam" Heede's article, "Our Bryan Pioneers.," The
first part of this article, published in the Summer/Fall
1984 issue of Broward Legacy, traced the descendants
of William James Bryan as they helped settle Dania and
Hallandale. The conclusion focuses on the pumerous
descendants of Willlam's  brother, Lewis Hawthorne
Bryan. Several members of Lewis's family halped build
the Florida East Coast Railway through the New River
region, and settled there in the tiny village of Fort

Louderdale, Owver the years, these Bryans and their
offspring have been in the forefront of Fort Lauder-
dale’s and Broward County's agricultural, business,
and civic affairs,

With the bulk of the eounty's history taking
place in the twentieth century, students of Broward
history are fortunate to be able to obtain priceless
firsi-person accounts from many of the sarly pioneers,
One of the most cutstanding of these pioneers, George
W. English |1, tells his own story in a 1882 interview
conducted by Dr, Cooper Kirk and printed here in
condensed form. Mr. English served Fort Lauderdale
a5 city attornay from 1928 to 1930, established o
thriving private legal practice, dealt in real estate, and
weas instrumental in founding two banks, A presenver
as well a5 a maker of history, he helped found the Fort
Lauvderdale Historical Society, His activities brought
him in contact with most of Broward County's other
business and government leaders, and his reminiscences
cover sixty years of county history, including the
boam, the bust, and the post-World War 1] population
explosion,

Attempts to attract new residents from the
Morth and West, a theme familiar to today’s Broward
Countians, is the subject of "The Most Desirable Mew
Settlers,” originally published in The Miami Meiro-
paiis in 1837, At a time when colonization programs
were being sponsored by the F.E.C. railway to popu-
late this newly -opened frontier, the Matropolis advised
against importing "greanhorms,” since they were un-
arcustomed 1o south Florida farming technigues. A
second Metropolis article from 1897, "Housekeeping
in Florida," possibly aimed at the wives of the "green-
horns, " offers recines and tips on insect control which
teday's readers may find as informative and helpful
a5 they were when first published, sighty-eight years
g0,
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EASTER LILY GATES
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Wikl ihe death of Nre. Grales a |i1.'i|1|'|u|:||]||1urk |eas dr;mrtr'll [rovm the

Browan| Coimiy scenie,

Easter Lily gained many distinetions dusing her long, productive life,
Fiaar _-i'-.l:n. Aowar yrars shie praced the Broward arenn, and Tor Tlurlﬁ of Limse yEars
shee Tl an elective eounty affice, retiving in 1964, foll of laurels bestowed npon
her by a grateful citizenry, An immitable stocy-tellee of the meente she partici-
F;“n] in atwl inbseryeal, ahie made Beoward {.'nllnl;!.' history come alive, Her umi-
pul:h-:l'md M maOirs aigmemnls this ||i:'|.1.ﬂ':|. She ornamienlol cach of the st
pwebve amnual Browanl Coonty Pioneer Daye in her rode as official proneer hostnss,

Throwgh her hard work, self-deninl, incerity and guilelessness, Eastor
Lily demonstrated that & woman could bold public office in & domain domirsied
by men, anel still retain the affection and esteem of her fellow Browand Counlizns.
That she will be sorely missed is a terrible understatement fos n woman who

became o legend during her awn lifotime,
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