PART 1N

PHILEMON LEIGH BRYAN (1778-
1858y was blessed with seven sons One
son, WILLIAM JAMES BRYAN, was
profiled (n Pari One of this ariele. Wil-
linm's  great-grandsons, LOURCEY and
(JOHNT MURRAY BRYAM described
their experiences as ecarly EBroward plo-
neers out af Pine Island — now popalsted
with gentlemen farmers on glamorous
multi-zere estnles mnd burgeoning shop-
ping ceniers as woll & jusi plaln folks
like the orhginal Bryans. As souggesied in
Fart One, reference dhould be made to
the Family Group Sheets [FGS) and Pedi-
pree Charts [J"'ELH Ineluwdid horein Dor
information not included in the @i
Ll

LEWIS HAWTHORNE BRYAN, bom
in TBLT in Wayne County, Grorgia, was
the seventh of eleven childen of PHILE-
MON LEIGH and ANME NANCY HAW-
THORKE BRYAN, i{see FUG5 b of part
ame), Lewis served thees enlistments in
the Serminole Indian Wars and was lnter a
Justies of the peace in Hamillon County,
Florida. After the Civil War, he and his
family moved fo Voluska County, where
they engaged In farming and citrus grow-
ing. By the time of hizs death in 1882,
Lewis and his family were reslding at
Glenegr Station, Volusia County, which
wis situated between New Smyma and
Mue Springs. LEWIS HAWTHORNE
BEY AN marmied twice, His fimsi wife
wis  AMANDA ELIZABETH LOWE,
daaghier of Horatio and Elizabeth Lowe.
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Amanda died in 1873, leaving nine chil-
dren {FGS 13).

REED ASA BRYAN, bom 15339, was
the firsti child of LEWIS and AMANDA
BRY AN and the older broiher of FHIL-
EMON NATHANIEL (P.N.] BRYAN.
Milltory peconds show that he was fwen-
ty-two when he signed wp as 8 privaie
with Company 1, 2nd Florida Infaniny,
the Jasper Blues, in 1861, The muster
roll shows thal he was lisied ps sick in
the hospital belween thal date and Sep-
tember 1, 1861; hut there i no further
explanatbon, Many Confederate records
nre  incomplete, some epoity, others
commipheiely in error. The records for Reed
Asa Bryan are po exception. For indance,
his records show a promation to serpeant
on May 11, 1862, and then sy that he
deserted between November and Decemi-
ber of that same year “on the rond be-
tween Calpeper and Frederdekshury [ Virs
ginia]." Hordly a deserier, Bryan had
actually been hospitalized December 2 sl
Florlda Hospital i Richmond, His re-
cords show his retum to active doty on
January 13, 1863, and then readmii-
tanee 1o the hospital o week later. Febru-
ary d he returned to active duty but died

in that Richmond hospital May 15, 1863,

of “Disease.” During the War Between
the States, the figures for deaths from
disense were meore staggering than those
for batile casualties, The estimaie for
Union deaths from disease was two and &
hall deaths for every combatb loss. The

rilio for Confederates was three o one,
Civil War historian Bruce Catton quoted
& Norh Carolina soldier who wrote that
the baiiles ““were nodl as bad as the
fever." Many soldlers felt safer an the
hattlefleld than in the hosplisl
While noting an accurate count might
never be possible, an anofflclal 1812 st
cloimed that 52 854 Confederate soldiers
wire killed in action, 21,570 died of In-
jurirs, and a whopping 59,297 died of
disease, The Union forees, with an es-
fimated almost theee times & many
goldicrs Lo begin with, lost 279,905
a1 HRIEHT of e Lo dissase,
PFHILEMON NATHANIEL (F.N.)
BRY AN, secand son of Lewis and Aman-
da Brvan, was bom Oetober 16, 1844, in
Hamilton County, Floards. He followed
his older brother, Reed Asn, into service
on  Detaber 6, 1862, Origitally Cap-
taln Brvan's Independent Company, Flo-
rida Infaniry, this company joined six
othors to becoms Company I, Sth Hegi-
ment, Florda Infantry. One year laker,
F. N, Bryan was p ninefeen-vear-old
aeeond sergeant, and Heed Asa Hryan
was dead. Within months, F. X, was him -
self listed as on sick furough, and by
April 1864, was listed as hospitalized.
In June 1854, he was again listed as hos-
pitalized |n General Hospital, Howard's
Crove, Riehmond, Virginla, P, X, attain-
ed the rank of fimst sergeant of Company
D before the yesr was out, posibly by
jeontinued on page 24)
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(eontinwed from page 21)
aitrition, The lasl peper in his militsry
jacket lkts hifm s amobg the prisonen
war surrendered Lo E M. MeCook,
brigadier general of ithe Union foroes,
¢ Majer Generml Sam Joom, CSA.,
Tallahusssrs 10, 1885,
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of the history of Broward County

through the contributions of those who

have cluimed it.
In 1581,

1]

JAMES HAWTHORNE

ter for the Oty of Forl Lauwdendale and
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moeivers (o be sofd st @ sharen” sale.
P. N, went Lo the ialé. The railroad owed
him almost $5,004, he worked on a semall
margin, and he hoped o recoup some of
his loas, As Jimmy tells it, some big-city

The Fhilemon M. Brysn family, c. 18521, Standing (el 10 rnght):
Tom M. Brysn, Cathecine Bareeti (daughter of Florenos], Perry
N, Bryan, Florencs Brysn Barremt, Eliza Bryan Dreha, Virginia
Dialins Bryan, Conaience Brysn Gardner, Stells Bryan, Feod A,

24 BROWARD LEGACY

Aeed A. Brysn, 1L}

lnwyier struck & bargain with P. M. —
thiy promisd him all his back payment
i he would mot bid. They shook hands
afl the deal, bul oo papess were Sgned,
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growen for shipmenl north. In ons night
during January 1095 P. N. lost every
iree in his seven grovwe Bryan, however,
wtill haed his cabtle, & strong back, & fine
mind, and = besi of all — friends This
lank came in handy during those dark
dayn of early January 1895,

PN, Bryvan had ahipped so much eit-

Bryan. Sitting: Lucy Bryan, P, N, Bryan, Lucy Gardner [daugh-
ter of Comstence). On ground: Jemes H. Bryan, Reed & Bryan,
Jr.. Betty Gardner [deughier of Conmtance|, (Photo courtery of



rus over Henry Flagler's mallrosd Chat the
two men became acquainied. Flagler
asked Bryan to scceplt the Job of con-
situcting the roadbed for the Floridn
Easl Copsl Railway from New River
narth to whai Is pow Pompana, F. N,
left for Fort Laiderdale with his FONE,
Thomas Murmay and Reed Asa, and 400
laborers. One of Tom Hryan's favorite
staries in later years was aboul his adven-
ture duwrng that trip. When their sail-
boat got to Delray Beach, Toam felt he
could make better tme on fool, o ke
gol off, along with many of the laborers,
and walked the rest of the way (o Fort
Louwderdale, Even though it took three
days, Tom still beal his father's sail-
boal. Within a few yenrs, the rest of the
. N. Brvan family was also in Fort
Lauderdale,

We hove ithe 4 80 *“Beachcomber'
colummns written by Wesley Winans Stot
for the Fort Lewderdale News to thank
for much of the information we have an
the Bryans ns well a8 on &0 many other
Broward ploneers. [n 195%, Stowt des-
cribed the hardships encountersd n
bullding the roadbed for the railrosd. He
wroie, “Before the grade was finlshed,
the aren was Nooded by the Seplember
mins untll only the embankment was
wisible, The min slosd a fool deep In
what is now Southwest First Avenue.”
Stoul went on to say that the Bryans
mowid across the Mew River and back
three times a day to eal at M. Anceew
dacksan Wallace's boarding howse, The
Wallaces lived on the south bank where
Rodi Boalyard spoeod in 1957, Tents
kad been used for shelter wntil the
ralny season; then P, M. brought lum-
ber from West Palm Beach by boat and
buili a frame mess kadl and 8 domitory
for the 400-man work crew,

February 22, 1806, the firsd steasm-
engine train arrived in the New River set.
tlerment of Ford Lauderdale, This fist
train brought an assoriment of people,
ioursis and settlers allke, much as our
jet planes do now |, . . with ane exception,
Until April 1896, when the milroad was
completed (o Miami, through passengers
went the rest of the way to Miami by
stagecoach, Talk about roughing it!
Novertheless, by Cwtober 1002, The
Weekly Miomi Metropolls was crowing
aver the progress of loursm s Forl
Lauderdale, gleefully tabulating the thir-
ty.four trunks pul off from one recent
Lrain.

By  August 1897, the Jacksonville
Florida Times-Union was reporting that
P. M. Brvan had a coniract with the F.E.C.
Raflway to drain & large amount of
“prairie™ a5t New River, but by 1898, the
farmer in Bryan began resurfacing. The
MNovember 25 issue of The Weekly Wiemi
Mefropalis that year carried the news that
P, N. Bryan had 130 acres of fine land
on the edge of the 'Glades at the bead
al the river with about six acres cleared,
upon which e has 500 fine younyg amnge

lrees growing, Mr. Bryan will cultivate
[aur-and-a-hall acres of lomaboes and a
half aere of beans an his land and Lwo
mcre: af tomatoes st ‘Old Tommis's
Camp® — just acrom the river from
Osceada’s camp.

Possibly Im antieipation of the hunan
cargo the trins would bring, P. N. Brran
also bought Block © of Medgling down-
town Forl Lauderdale for S200 and bulli
a small hotel, The Sepiember 11, 1904,
Times- Liniott reporied that P, N, Brvan,
formerly of New Smyrin, was building a
ilee elght-room dwelling near the depot,
Lumber was on the ground, and the work
would begin that day. The paper west on
to say that . N. had realized several
thousand dollars from his farm in Fort
Lavderdale during the lost season and
would ship sewveral hundred boxes of
omnges thet fall from his thwe-year-
old grove, Each additionnl newspaper
article todd of the progress of the Bryan
fortunes, which coincided with the
growth of Fort Lauderdale, By Septom-
ber of 1902 they wem roporting the start
of a new addition to F, M.% hotel, which
would bring the eapacity o fifty guests,
In 1968, Stuart Bryan, son of Yirginia
Dalias Bryan and grasdeon of P, N
told Florence Hardy, then director af the
Fort Lauderdale Historical Sociely, that
the orlginal Bryanm Hotel on the New
River Inn site was sawed into Dwo or
three pieces n 1904, The part facing the
rver was moved it the next comer and
kecame an annex. The rest was moved to
old  Nugent (now  Southwest Thied)
Avenue and eventually torn down.

As in every life s=ome raln must fall —
and did it ever for F, M. The Sepiember
1903 newspapers reported that Mareh
Mowsds. had destroyed sixty oeres of his
tomatoes, He replanted ten acres on
higher ground and 1l masaged bo come
out o Hitle ahead. The Weeldy Minm
Mefropolis went on Lo sy that P. N
would have cleared 210,000 were It nod
for the foods. Al the same ilme, his son
Tom had ten acres in tomatoes and fwo
in potators, Life see-sawed nlong like this
for the Bryans for years, triumph and tem-
gedy following one afier the other, No
matter the height he toppled from, P, N.
Bryan was like a cal, alwayvs landing on
his feet and hitting the ground npning.
He was canpy enough to realize il was
folly to concentrate all his resources on
ane vepbure, and thereby e cut his losses
cansiderably. Everything seemed to come
o a head each Seplember, and in Septem-
ber 1808 P. M. was planning his new
Brvan Hotel, 1§ would be built by E. T.
King, alio formerly from New Smyroa
Mueh was made of Bryan's handsome
new stone hotel, later known as the New
River Inn, when it opened danwary 22,
1908, Governor MNapoleon B. Brownrd
and n delegation dined there and then
took boats to the sceme of the deedging
operations in the Everglades which P, M.
son, Reed, was supervising. Life was

good. Just & few weeks before, . N, had
shipped one huge load of omnges north
and was anbicipaling the depariure of
the second lond

By this time, P N, wis over sixty,
From a seal on his own porch he could
walch 8 whole world go by, Glancing in
one direction, he could see the river and
watch the pop boats propetling them-
selves plong amid the rapid, loud explo-
sloms of thelr gasoline engimes, Stradght
ahead he hod a ringshde seat for the
purade of peaple browght to Fort Lauder-
dale by the raflroad that had played sa=h
a big part in his own prosperity; and,
beyand that, the fronzy of building gen-
eraled by the dollars thess newcomers
were bringing.

P. M. ocould enjoy the zix children he
and Lucy had mised to sdulthood and
antieipate the pleasures of grandehildren
visiting. Blessed with a seemingly-in-
herlted longevity, Bryan lived fo be
elghty, dving in 1925 less than a year
after his beloved Luey. His grandson,
Jdames Hawthorne Bryan, had the luxury
of time with P. M. when the old man
could finally relax from his long sctive
life and reminisce about sl he had zeen
and done, Jimmy was nod guite elght
when his grandfather died, but he m-
members the old gentleman very well.
A tall, slopder man with snow-white hair
and besrd, I N, resambled o judge or
some other figure of authorty, Jimmy
says his gmndfpther dank a little bowr-
bon whiskey = lor medicinal purposes =
and had it shipped i from Jacksonville
by the case, paving seventy-five cenis a
quart for it P, M. Brvan was a fine,
honorable man who worked hand, rabed
& big lamily, paid his own way. A civic-
minded person; everybody liked him"™
A fitting epitaph spoken by an sdmiring
grndson,  Jimmy  has  egually  fond
memories of his gmndmother, LUCY
MURRAY BRYAM, as a meally good-
natured southern woman always in the
kitehen of the old New River Inn, or oul
back in her own kitchen taking care of
the neads of her large famlly.

Jimmy Bryan remembers many of
the early ploneers. Dr. John A. Stan-
ford, the third doctor in Fort Lauder-
dale when he arrived in 1913, delivered
James Hawihome Bryan in 1917, Dr.
Thomas 5. Kennedy was alio a familinr
fipure. Dressed in white shirt, dark tie,
and bloe serge sult, mach like P N
Bryan, DOr. Kennedy did most of his
doctoring making house calls, His phar-
macy wis his pocket; his prescription for
almast everything was a cortain numhber
of the seemingly same black pills — a dif-
ferent amount dépending on the oom-
plaint. When things got more organized
in Fort Lauderdale, it was declded that
. Kenpedy must become befter guoli-
fied = which he did.

dimmy was twelve when Frank Strana-
hapy died g sukcide in the New River. Al
though some members of the Cromartie
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Mizmi Metropolis carried an item telling
about a pew business veniore for the
Bryan brothers. They had started a braps-
portation company, opembing boats be-
tween Forl Lauderdsle and Miami from
Mew River. [i sonpected with the Cooak
Steamship Company and was called “The
Mew Hiver Transporiation Company."
Several of their Creight and passenger
boats would “bouch at all poists along
New River and the canal," Cargo fo
Miami was expectod to be hikdes, louse-
hold goods, and empty gasoline drums;
o the roturn trips, the Bryan's boats
were expected to carry freight to Fort
Lauderdale, Eight wears earler, the
Tropieal Suh, a newspaper which was
printed first in Juno and then in West
Paim Beach, had mentionsd o business
venture befiween Heed Brvan, Captain
Dennis O°'Neill, and B. C, Goodwin to
build lnunches, The newspaper went on
te ny Lhat Forl Lauderdale should be
prowd of its new inlet “which the Inte
high water tore oui five miles north of
the ald JI'JIEE, ]I.ll.'l. below the House of
Refuge.” A depth of nine feet al the bar
pt mean low tide was mentioned, and
vessels drawing ten feel now could moar
at the railroad dock. Later stories said it
wis the best inbet on the east coast. No-
ture and man sometimes worked hand in
hand to improve Fort Lauderdale,

Beed Bryon worked closely with na-
ture all his life. His son tells that he onee
had several spctions of tomators on State
Hoad 84 where the Secret Woods County
Park is today. He had so many tomatoes
back in there that be couldn’t get them
oat, @ ke buili o tramway along what ks

now Soulhwesl Twenty Sixth Avenue
across State Hoad B4 and down the river
I.hl'ﬂ!.l.l]'l the presenl park. He huilt o pack-
kg hiouse thers, A small-gauge tram was
used to take cars from the tomato felds
down to the railvond where they would
be graded, packed, put on n boat, and
taken to the Florlda East Coast Railway
produce dock to be send north. [t might
sound a littde like a Rube Goldberg-in-
spired Bdea, but it worked when nothing
elze would, Jimmy Bryan feels his father
grew bo like farming because he was very
successful with it from the time he first
cumie to the aren, Even when he didn’t
need to farm, Heed farmed as o hobby
and had a large agricultural operation be-
cause he liked Lo see things grow. A fore.
man ran the farm, however, beeause Reed
was also deeply involved in real estate
modt af kis later vears,

Although Heed Bryan made a reputa-
tion in farming, he made & name for him-
el first for carrying oul Governor Rrow-
ard's campaign promdse to dmin the Ever-
plades. The governor asked Bryan (o con-
struct two dreedges for the project, Built
at Sallboal Bend on New River, they
were numed the Everglades and Qlkeecho-
bee, AL thiz same spot - nds the River.
front Maring where Doug Meckle recently
opened V'Shirttall Charlle's," & bar and
restaurnnt, From any table lnsfde or out
is a clear view of the F.EC, rallway
bridge, Discovery Center, and the Historie
Bryan Homes Restaurnt, as woll as the
Landmark Bank and other skyscrapers in
the downtown Forl Lauderdale prea, Tt
all pomes together in this rustic setting
conducive to contemplathon of where

by Reed A. Bryan, 5r. Roed's neghew Perry B in the driver's seat, and tho New River
Inm is i the background, e. 18091810,

wi've been nnd where we're polog

The majority of the drainage project
was completed after Broward's death, but
Heed Bryan got the ball rolling as super-
wisor of dredging on the North New River
Canal, Lest we write off this important
underfaking with the mistaken bdon that
the Everglades was some swampy &rea
there in the beonies somewhere, take a
lpok ot the map on the back cover and
consider how many of us enjoy the fruits
of Reeds labor unperturbed by all bui
the most torrentinl rains, As far out as
University Drive near Broward Mall land
i& less tHan nine feet above sea level in
maodt areas. Few Broward Countinns can
walk miore than a few hlocks without
being in sight of a cinal fo lessen the
danger of Mooding.

Heed Bryan marred again in 1914, His
second wife and mother of hiz sone, Reed
Azsa Hryan, Jr., and James Hawihorne
Hryan, was Barbora Estelle (Stella) Um-
mel. Stells was & Yankee schooltencher
om in Trenton, Ohkie, She was offersd a
job teaching in Dade County. Before she
left (¥hio, the superintendent wired her
that he would pay her S50 more [ dhe
waould take a  job in Fort Lauderdale.
Wires Mew back and forth with Stella
asking the superintendent where Fort
Laoderdale was as she couldn®t find it
o any map, and he wiring back its
location and the information that it was
twenty-five miles north of Minmi, Stefla
wired her acceplance, el Reed Bryan at
& church social, and marred him in her
hometown of Middletown, Ohio, in
Auvgust of 1914, After a month-long
honoymoon, the mew Mr. and Mrs,
Bryan returmed (o Ford  Lawderdale.
The Weekly AMiomi Metropeils said of
the event, “Reed looks ben yenrs younger
and wears o smile that no practiced eake
walker can equal,”

Reed was a “catch;™ good looking,
well-to-do, and connected bo all the im-
portant peaple In town. Jimmy savs his
father owned the fmt awlomobile o
town — an expensive car with foriy -two
inch wheels, Among the family's possees-
sions b5 a photo of Tom Bevan's only
child, Perry, standing in the front seat,
which dates the photo nt about 1905
1210,

Reed Asa Hryan, Jr., was twenty-two
and his brother, James Hawthorne Ervan,
st tweniy when their father died sud-
denly. As & voung man, Reed, Jr., was as-
socialed with Porl Everplades while Jim-
my eventually beeame dock master for
the City of Fort Lauderdale, Reed got in-
terested in politics and was mayor of
Fort Lauderdale for ane term and city
commisioner for several terms. REED
ASA BRYAN T, an sttormey in Faorl
Lavderdale, continued to carry oul the
Enmmily legacy of belng firdt of woungest
in an important endesvor when he be-
cams the youngest prestdent ever elected
by the Fork Lauderdnle Symphony Or-
cheslm Association,

winter/spring 1885 27



g1 hmm mup.nﬁh m“Mﬂm

i mmwh_m:m
il _ﬂ_%__u il rﬂm
mmmm h m“wmuﬁmwm m
i E_ Ez_ ihiilisish
58 FEge § m va§ m
mm ﬂmm wﬁ mw m_ . i)
HMM. m uMme_ it wwm mw
T £5%
il
T AT o D
gEid g 1990 SRERESL4 mwmm
wmmww:___mm : _Mammmm
FH | mm h.ﬂm_m £ T
mmmm mumm
Al _Ew_ s
MMmmm uumg-mﬂmm mmm mmmm

in Palm Beach and h!l.'umi The rlllrnld
ituoll wis nol & business with Flagler bul

m rich man's hobby, an
rallroad (o Key gﬂ

with plaster,

Jr."s family had a hnuubnl.t-bpl vessel

while his Uncle Tom had & sixty-foot

ﬂnlur- I:-ull.

u 3 m_-
mmmww““m

E it
: E“.._,
T
mm@m_mmmmm
E

was strictly a hobby

with him, 1o Jimmy's way of thinking.

Jlmmnu “Flager sum didn't expect

d even building the
to get rich -bﬁl#fl-'l-. He didn"t need to,

hjl'dl-‘n:l'ul.'th:

Reed Hreyan, Jr., gave & telling sceount
from the bullding Imn'mrrlh.
Hobert
IH-IJ
ima,

of the progreds in veal estate and revonue

il

m
Mm:mm“: i1}

mmummﬁm

m
m _ _
mw,m u,
wmmmuwmmH _ﬁw

=

o

i

u.-...H-H

hWHh

mWMﬁMh

i
:1

1 _ﬁm
____ E

mm nu_mmmm
m.__m__:_
h_:m_ i
_ﬂ.nﬁ
:E_ Erm
_hmnumuu
1:

E
_L

jmrrlr-
ans o
Beach Compan
this property and
thiey got

= =

mile lopg whie
138, ihe Bry

up whai

mm

i

those
Coast O
£7.200
two

no alr conditioning are all

rovided  wentilation  in

ilIIh
work o
provide
few  sunbes
. home owners
past for
lnl.l.l henters, and Imuﬂi. bkt

u:m ﬂmﬂ Lake Okeechober to food, nnhill
pesulting In teemendous loess of life. Al-

U?

three feol or more above groond, as well
as the porches on iwo or theeo sides
examples, noi (o mention the resurgenos
of eelling fani. Hrvan concluded his |n-

ri=ofe,
which
Yeamn

8 |

ther, swme seitlers went terview with the comment thal be had
down for the oount, beard the bell, and  bull, n 1942, & bouse fo
threw in e towel, Feeling they had tum- sisting of three
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land boom and ealted the old jekknife
bridge, it was never finizshed and was
eventually tomn down. Later on, ke
Brook Memorial Cawseway {Sevenieenth
Suireet Canveway) took its place, The fed-
eral government established an excess
profits tax during World War 11 which
cnused the Breans such a tax problem
that they oventually sold the remmining
holdings te L. C. Judd, By 1981, one va-
cant Harbor Beach idand lot sold for
300,000 — more than the Brvans
whale capltalization in 1939, According
to Jimmy, three of the ordinary lots
wauld have been more valwable in 1981
than the entire Harbor Beach Company
EVET Wik,

Lets take snother step back in time
to another of the sons of LEWIS and
AMANDA EH"!I"J'LN.I the youngesi brother
of P. N. Bryan, named GADSDEN
BRYAN fsee PGS 12), Gad Bryan is n
penealogist’s dream come Lriae — a man
who will be forever remembered for his
high jinks while his more crcumspect
relatives probably  shuddered. GAD
BRYAN, bom January 1852, was the
youngest son among the nine children
of Lewis Bryan's first marrdage. About
1878, Gad married Mary Braddock. Al-
though ke resided ai Glencoe, Volusia
County, with his wife and six children,
Gad spent a lot of time traveling sround
wiuth and contral Florida, When his
brather, . M., came to Fort Lasderdale
to work on the roadbed for Henry Flag-
ler’s railrond, Gad came along too, To
supply the raflroad workers, he started
what was perhaps the fimt saloon on the
banks of the New River, After the joh
wis done, he folded his Lent = lilerally —
and moved on, That site today is graced
by the Historie Brvan Homes Restaurnnt
with its eleganl glass-enclosed lounge
with barpist and gleaming cherry-wood
bar. The restaurant was created by a
skillful jodning af separaie hommes built by
F. M. Bevan for his sons, Tom and Reed,

Gad made the newspapers a lot be-
tween 1891 ond 1910, In ihe Florids
Times-Union newspaper, dated August
17, 1805, and datelined West Palm Beach
wit find mention of “Gad and P, M. Bryan,
brothers and politiclans of Volusda, have
purchased valuable land on the New
Hiver and are going full force to farm
with teamz and all neesssary equipment.”
The articke also savs that they had a lnrge
railrond contract, Elsewhere in that sames
newspaper is mention of & civil englneer
beginning to survey the new town on
New Hiver and describing the locatbon as
“about kalf & mile from the present stage
crossing known pa New River Camp,
post office Fort Lauderdale, named for
the old indian fort nearby,” On Septem-
ber 13, 1896, there appeared the fol-
lowing sdvertizement in the same papsr,
“MNew River lands 3t a bargain. 880 acres
adjoining on the south the new town of
Frogresso, S25.00 to 5100 per acre."

In the autumn of 1891, bath (he

Tompa Tribune and the Trepicel Sun
carried articles aboul Gad. It seem:s a
man arrived from Hissimmee saying he
hod seen Jim Alexander and Gad Bryan
training nine Seminoles for a “'Wild South
Show™ which would lowr the southerm
siabes and *rival Buffaloe Bill's show,™
Jim was letting his hair grow long to
mtifnie Buffalo Bill while Gad was shaving
his and painting  himsell “Seminole
giyle." Gad wanied to be billed as “The
Bald-headed Seminole of the Everglades,™
Unfortunately, we havent any subse-
quent news reporis of the tour actuslly
taking plece ar pictures of the “tribe,"
Althoogh Gad was oceasionally in the
company of Fhil and Luey Brvan, they
may have wished to downplay the kis-
ship, Fast becoming plilars of the com.
munity of Fori Lavederdale, they must
have looked askanee st this relative who
bucked the system they were upholding
Perhaps we've found the orgin of the ex-
pression, Y E*, Gads!)

In Dec. 1808, The Weekly Mizmil
Metropolis pewspaper guoded a Florda
Times- Unien dispateh from Deland aboud
Gad Bryan which “may or may nol sur-
prise  our readers. Mr. Brvan s well
known in thiz secthon.” ' went on to de-
tail a cow-stealing case with Gad as the
accused, United States Hepresentative
Frank Clark of Jacksonville appeared
for the State of Florida while the defense
was conducted by Judge Palmer of Or-
lnndo, Taking just over an hour, the jury
vobed five to one an the first ballot for
guilty, Anappeal was planned, The pennl-
by for cow stealing was not loss than
two years or more than fve years In
prison. I seems thot Gad Bryan had
purchased 1,000 head of caktle from the
Clifton estate, to be paid for as butcher-
ed, The estale was to butchor the cattle,
After thirty-two head were bulchered
and delivered, an argument hrooght the
two parlies into circuit court, whore
Gad Bryan was charged with stealing a
cow, [ts nol as simple as that, Brvan's
attomey claimed presiding Judge Stew-
art was i personnl enemy of his eieni
and hod caused Bryan's arrest to help the
Clifton estate In their civil suil against
Bryan. Judge Stewar proceeded fo try
the case. It came oul dudng the trial
that Gad Bryvan did not take the cow,
Supposedly, a man named Davis, des-
crited ns Bryvan's agent, took the cow,
Bryan denied Davis was his agent. The
plot thickened. The state clakmed thal
Bryan only pald for thirty-one of the
thirly-two cows killed and delivered to
him, and was guilty of Weceny. After
Brvan's conviction, however, the Flarida
Supreme Court feverséd Lhe lower coiurt,
and the reversal was not unexpected.

For several years CGad seems fo have
kept & low peofile, but by December 8,
1803, a GAD BRY AN, JR., was making
the papers. Describved 23 a “well- known
aporteman and saleondst.” he was to begin
& three-month jall term for opersting &

gambling house, carrying o concealed
weapnon, and keeping his bar apen on
Sunday. EY, Oads! The Tompae Tribure
went on to sy Gad had recenily been
involved In & “shooling serupe” among
gamblers st his saloon. Almost a vear
Inter, on October 6. 1904, the Tribure
was saying that Gad Brvan, Je., had sur-
rendered in Savannah, Georglo, to begin
serving three monthe. Was this from the
original case ar o new charge agalnst
him? Mo matter, by November 20, Osd
wias pardoned oul of jail at Savannah,
and in August of 1905 acquitied ir
Savannzh on charges of keeping o gam-
bling house. Sure pays to have friends
in high places. Prior to surrendering, Gad
had been in Tampa very wisibly serving
on the Democratic State Commitiee!

Since the original Gad Bryan was not
i junior, we have to wonder if the above-
mentioned Gad, Jr., was one of his six
children, Unforlunately, we have the
aames of only four of them: Grover, Ex-
telle, Henry P., and John 5. However, the
1880 Florida census shows Gad and Mary
n Vaelusia County with one six-month
old son named Spica. The 1900 Flor-
dn census lists four children still living at
home and states that six were born of
the marringe and stlll lving in 1900,
Some of these newspaper reporfs may
epan twie generstlons In the same family.
This seems likely &s in 1903 Gad {Senior)
would have been fifty.one yeams old
and eongdersd o graybeard In an em
when people thought themselves old at
Forty,

By the final mention of Gad Bryan In
the Florde Times-Union in Janvary
1910, Gad was into tamer stuff. He was
promoting o Polm Beach-Lake Okeecho-
bet highway with George Butler, Dnde-
Falm Beach County representative, Gad
Bryan may Rave been o wild man and an
embarmassiment during those vears when
even “n glimpse of stocking was some-
thing shocking,” bul don’t you wish you
coubd sit st his feet and hear about
things he did that never made the papers?
He eould probably talk for hous!

F. N. Brvan's family lived down the
notorlous Gad Bryan, and anything de-
trimental he did for the name wie Mmaore
than compensated for by the sons of
Fhitemon Mathaniel and Luey Brvan,
Historians face an enviable problem when
they Ery o detail the contributions of
many of the Bryans. While it ls sometimes
necesaary to stretch a few focls into a
slzenble slory with some subjects, with
the Brvans there B &0 much to choose
from that paring it down to & meanageahie
ize s Lthe problem.

We mentioned In Part One thst the
Bryans did almost everything first or,
failing that, were the vounpest fo do
something when they gol around to bl
This is porticulardy true of THOMAS
MURRAY BRYAN. Volumes could be
writlen about this tireless, interesting
gentleman, Tam M. Bryan, more than

winter/spring 1985 28



| s ST o L
| b MM%%__“__ ;mmw ittt b
L ﬁhmum_m i m“m s 8 m 55tz Fiahis g ~
wﬂ_é::m.mmm Al %: i il
R .wmmw T T H R i i
mmm___h_ LT Mmu.mﬁ___&mw LR m..wuu_m_ i Mmum m Mh
SR R R e A R AT ST R g T T
e
> s F ” ﬂmmm " . 3 m wnm. : - .mm
WMW*_ s mmm.ﬂmmmmm mMm_h“_“mh_m + mmmm m ﬂ. memm mmmmmm *
fiss; i mmmww HHHE _ﬂm_.ﬁww _w .__,mm mmlr__
b e __
Ljjat il mmwmmm it HiH WMWWm“mmh.m m, | MMWMW mmm“ﬂ,__h_m
mam_n“ .mm mmmmmm“m L .mm mmmmmM m mmmmm _h :
mm m-.m o wmmwwmmm m mwm._ :_mwm “w“.mm mum umw..m.mumu m.m._ Hm.hm
__m dmwmmmm : “rmwmmmwm_ﬁ_wm mmmmwlm_u i
g_ et s R e e it



Frank A, Bryan was chairman of the Dade County Commiaion, and in 1915 bacama tha

first chark af the cirewit sourt for Breward County whan |t wan Tormaed,

banker, ciiy eouncllman, cily commis-
shoner, and waie representative. He had
bern imatrumenisl n forming Broward
County from pars of Dede and Palm
Beach countien. Despite ol Tom Bryan
had sorormplinbed 0 his lilfrtme e was

yoiung children in Volusia County. Frank
A. Bryan came to Forl Lauderdale about
1806-97. For & while he had a stose with
one af ks Ooodrch relatives, bis by
1EBE he was no longer in parinership
nnd win Instesd trying bhis hand sl farming.
Thal year he was preparing lind ool al
Little Snake Cresk in today's Norh
Miami, In 1902, his widowid mother
andl hla sleier, Daley, whe had marred
Fred Fiaher |n Volusia County in 1804,
jolned him in Fori Lauderdale, The

Fishera became the parents of six chil-
divti: Lealle, Franklin, Winifred, Mary,
Louts, snd Lena, who mamied Fompano
L. “Bud™ Lyoas in 1917.

1 Frank Bryan was exkibiling
lrgdenbip gualities shared
He was chairman
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o Fort Lawvderdale. Louise Bessenl mar-
rled Dpwe Twmer, and Mis Eugens Hes-
sl (Pamed for an uncle) beoame Mre
David ©Hiver. Minnile and Juanita {crip-
ped by polio s o child) abo resided here
untll 1960, when they retumed to Starke.
They wers the daughters of William Abm-
ham andd Ursiils Paudine Wall Bewsenl
Like her [aither, ope of the Brymn girls
hat sepved the public for many year

[Borathy Eugene Bryan has warked in the
eotirihouse in the County Clerk Office
snee 1040,

It wiukd be impassible o prodsce @y
work on the Bryams withoui mentlon of
LEWIS HENREY BRYAN snd his wife
ELIZARETH M. WILLIS fwre FGS 4130

NANCY MANNING BRYAM, bin parenis.
Thh information comes from his son,
MORGAN BRYAN, given for his death
eertificaie in 1918 Even ithen, Morgen
Bryan vould only lis “America™ for the
birthplacy of hiv prandperents, This
dond -enids owur research for the momeni,
B bt Ie Nkidy more than coincidence (hat
brought Lewls Henry Brvan e Fort
Lauderdale in 18856 to help bulld the rail.
road wouth of New Hiver toward Miam| as
Mhllemon Mathankel (F. N.) Bryan lkad
dope norih from New River Loward
PFompano. Lewls Henry and Elizabeth

FRANK ROBRERTS OLIVER and wm
upectling the find of ber fiw childeen
The September 25, 1902 lueue

walld bring the capscity to fifty. L. H.
Bryan owned Lot 6, Block 32 of the o
ghnnl plat of Forl Lauderdale,

When Frank Oliver and Eva Anns
Bryan married, the Tropical Sun calbed it
one of the most important events of the
wasan, The article weni on o make the
Usiigiie : |- cheel abservafion that they
were marred o the “Yachkt Trenton™
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