FOUNDATIONS OF
BROWARD COUNTY
WATERWAYS

To comprebend the development of
Brownrd County's walerways and their
role in eontdbuting to the eaunty’s pros-
perity, Il & necestary Lo undemtand thelr
relationship io the Everglades and its out-
fall, the Atlanile Owean. The oounty's
history hai been dominaied by the im-
pact of ihe Everglades and the latter’s
domingnee of the county’s walerwave

jolned foreea and, by eorrective adjust-
mienks, brodwght & utilitarian, obkservable,
though still partlal, hamsoeny to the acti-
vithes afl the Evenglades, walerways and
ooean trisd, In the case of Broward Coun-
ty the vislonsries snd prectiesl men
crested 8 wonderful fairndand which has
ihe alluring dreams of e
Girloeen Hrobher,
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by COOPER KIRK

Ii was anly seventy years ago that

from Falm Beach and Dade counties, s
name honorn Mapoleon Honaparie Brow-
ard, one of Flodda's greatest govermors.
The coan
frasm the Hillshoro River on the north to
the Rin Maiones Hiver, known as Saake
Creeli, on the souih. =
Florkdiss: and transienta bromed abost
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1847, in reaponss Lo the Flords Legisls-

fure's Intepest In the drainage and recla-
mation of the Evorglades, Unitod Sinfes
Benator J. D, Westoott, Jr., of Florida
requested that Uniied States Secretary of

Scholar, wtateamian, snd diplomat Buck-
ingham Smith explored the Evergledes
and propared an 1848 repart to the Uni
ted Staten tremsury secretary supporting
reclamation (photo courtesy of the Su
Auguitine Mintorical Spcaety).



hnd pmetical knowledge of the Ever-
giades. Although not dissatisfied with this
type of positive materdnl gathering, for
il bolstered his own precopceived no-
tioms, Smith made a therough exploss-
tion of the area generally consldered to
be the Everglades, Invarably, the reporis
that he recelved regarding the drainage
and reclamption of the swamps weee [a-
worable in part of whole, To these he pdd-
td hix own glowing and optimistic cons
clissbone. Smith's detafled report to Se.
crotary Walker in 1848 became the basis
of all well-informed conceplions aboul
the Everglades in the nlmeteenth cen-
tuiry, 4

Ome portion of his own meport, which
dezcribed the Ewverglades In general, ft
the conditbon of the Everplades of the
futare Broward County:

Imogine a vagt fake of fresh water
extending n crery direction from ghore
o shore bevond the reach of humme
pision, ordingrly unrmfifed by o npple
ot [iw surfoee, sfedded with housands of
Inlaviels of verious sizes, from ere qisarfer
af ah acre fo Hundreds of acres in areg,

which are generally covered with dense
thicketls of shrubbery and mines,

The surmounding walfers, excepl In
places thal alf first seemn fke chonneliooys
{lirt cihich are rol), are ecpered whith
the el sewgress, shooling up (e straight
and stender gtem from the shallow bof-
tom af the lake fo the helght often of
ten feel above the surfoce and covening
all et & fenr rods gropnd from your
e,

The weter & pure and Fmpid, ond al-
most imperceplibly moves, nol fn partial
currenls, el as it seems, i o moss, silenr-
iy anned glowsly fo Hhe sou oo,

Lilles and other aquatte flowers of
every variely and e are fo be seen on
cpery side, i pleasend confrost with the
pale green of the sougrmss, and o3 you
drawt near on Elond the beouly of the
gcene @ increased by dhe rich foltage ard
Moomng flowers of the witd myrile and
the honevsuckle ond obher shrubs and
pines thal generally adorn e shared

The profound and wild eelitude of the
place, the ealemn sflence thal pervades
it . .. odd to the auwakened and excited
curiasity feelings bordering on guwe,

Thiz 1847 military map delineating the “District tempararily assigned to the Seminola
Indians" was smong the earliest showing the Everglades and Lake Okeschoboe with any

degron of detail or pecurscy.

No human Bbeing, civilized or sovage,
inhohity the inferior of the Glodes. The
Seminales reside in the region befieen
fhe tHlades and the Gulf Coosi,

Aeting through the Florida Legislature,
lnnd speculstors and agriculioml visiona-
ries alerted Congress to the feasibility and
desimbility of dmining and rectaiming the
Evorglades and othér wastelands in the
state,®

Through the efforts of Senptor West -
cobl and other |egislators, the swamp and
averllowed land grant #cf wis enactsd
and, by amendment, made applicable o
all the states. Under this act, approved by
Congress on Soptember 28, 1850, twenty
million acres of land eventually wene
patented or deeded to the State of Flori-
dn which could reclaim the swamp and
overflowed land within its limiis by any
legal meeans it saw fit,

In 1865 the Floridn Legislature crea-
ted the legal entity, the Trustees of the
Intemal Improvemsent Fund o administer
this vast acreage of which the Everglades
rodighly composed twenty-five percent.
The governor, complroller, tressurer,
attomey  geneml, the commisioner of
agriculiure, and their siceeisons, oom-
prised the tristess. For more than a gene-
ralion after the Civil War, poverty and the
sumptuary laws of Flodda prevenled
development of the twenty million scres
af unussble [ands excepl in fdnge areas.,
Instesd of draiplng and reclaiming the
swamp lands, the Flordds Legislature
violated the intent of Congress by grant-
ing wast acreage to milroad and canal
companies. The giveaway was 3o exten-
sive that, by 1904, from fifteen Lo eight-
een million acres had been granted (o
those Iand-hungry companies that did
nothing to drain and reclaim them. In
effect, the land entreprepeurs eonbrolled
the desting of Flordda becauss they
owned, by oulright gift, forty percent of
the land in the state, meluding valuable
parts of ithe Everglades. The Flapler
rllway Interests benefited the mosi
when they gained land along the Atlantic
const. Althoogh it was the most undeve-
loped portion of Flodda, its potential
value was greater, Thus matlers rested
until Napoleon Bonaparte Broward's con-
troversinl 1904 gubematorial campaign,®

As Florida entered the twentieth
century the Everglades was as primeval
a5 it had been when Buckingham Smith
surveyed it in 1848, Except for a few
enthusizsts, drainage and reclamation
epomied an  impoasible task. Even the
huge Flagier Intorests had no Intentlon
of digging more than the few dminage
ditches which they hod needed to protect
and enhance their interests when they
extended the Florida East Coost Hailway
along the coast from West Palm Beach to
Miami i 1596, In 1900 the few poor
sefllers along the Atlantic from Deers
field to Hallandale found Chemselves al
the mercy of Lthe water which flowed
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Lake Worth, seen here on an 1838 mili-
tary map, was one of the seties of natural
watersrays  parallel  to Florda's east
coast which were connected 1o forn the
Intraceastal Waterway.

eastward from the Everglades and ioun-
dated the crops and primitive dwellings.
Flooded (ields and dwelllngs left them
b wildered,”

It reowined for Johks B, Mizelle of
Jacksopville’s Times- Union and Citizen
to melate, in ferms the general public
could understand, the effects of the Ever-
glades on the lower south Florids coast.
In danuary 1903, he explained the fune-
tions of the Everglades and its waterways.

For a more complele deseripfion [of
the Everglodes] we wlll compare Hhis
wonderful formation fo o large bowl with
fee rims, the dnner basin (o conelsf of
Lake Qkecchobee, a small iniland oo
iwithin ifself,

The normael conditton af the Glades
proper & rarely ever offecled a5 fo the
deplh of weter o the surfoce wntil e
imner bosin & faxed by Jts fribuldordes
bevond s copocily o mliepe fsell by
the fleww af waler dosrn fhe Colooss-
hetehiee River which flows inte the Gulf
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of Mexico, excep! wuch o5 fAowes fo fhe
cost through [he numerous small roers
gnd sfreams thaf fTowe fnfo the AHostic
ol the dasl cosd side,

AN these ghor! Flvers or e Ao iie
cocsd side have been produced ln preds-
foric limes By some exiroordinory hesd
af waler overflowdng e fnner basin
which i Loke Okeechobee, (I being by
far the deepest poriion of the basin, And
bedrg wrable fo force 9 way down he
Crloogahatchee River, sought the mosi
aalfehle ploces to force its way fo the
eostipard acrosz e owler basin which hos
it morrodr rock rim in mosi pleces wilthin a
fow miles of the coast. Bud for (his reck
rim emoll neers wonld long sinee heve
penefraled faor Jofe  the inderipr, and
wpould  haove wnaided, occomplished fm-
mimsurably a complefe droinoge syslem
for this ves! lerritory, bol for the fect
thal fhe foree of waler was nod swfficiong-
Iy strong to remove this reek formetion 8

Inkerent in Mizelle®s concept are the
notions that a catastrophic head of water,
gurpassing that of “prehistorie times,"
could cut additional rivers throogh the
“narrow rock BAm,'" and eculd incresse
the number of current small rivers that
flow imto the Atlantie. This, naiure
waould perfect nature, Included is the pos-
albliity thot the Everglades played an ex-
tensive role in determining such south
Florida fentures as inlets, mangrove
swamps, lagoons, amd these offchore
islands some European  cartographers
drew on many pre-ninebeenih ceniury
maps. Bul only calaclyamic canfronta-
tions between Everglades waler and o
af the Atlantic durdng stormy seasons
could adequately account for major topo-
graphieal clhanges ¥

More than one hundred yvears earlier
Cerhard DeBrabm, the Britksh surveyor
for the southern colonies during the
1760, had reached a slmilar conclusion,
His descriptlon of the wiolent confronta-
fion belween Everglades water and the
raging Aflantic implies that he hod wit-
nessed nn offshore storm that affected
the coure of the Mew HRiver and the
marshes for several thousand feet inlanad:

Thee greal Raing in May | 765 filled this
River (Ko Nwepo) ond ity morshes with
s0 much woter thal iy weight within ond
the Seo withouw! by Force of the NE
goles demolished the Bonk and stade this
Tl befween 2560 and 30th May 17685,
17 comman miles fo the Mo, of this infer
iz @ fine fresh waler spring, fasuing ouf of
a Rock on the Hegeh, 10

Severnl observations may be gleaned
from DeBrabm's stalements sbout the
atmospheric  and topographical condi-
tions that prevailed along the southeast
Florda coast. His etention of the Span-
sl nomenciature assigned (o such rivers
as Rip Nuevo, Rio Blanco, and Rio Boca

Rotones nlong the southeast Florido coast
indicate the chronological antiguity that
the rivers had attained among Europeans
by mid-eighteenth century, The spring of
fresh water, Bsuing oul of a rock an Lhe
beach north of Hillsboro Dnlel, lent cre.
dibility to cartographic rondedings which
ghifted the location and direetion of
costal fvers For more than a century,
Bucceeding mppmakers disploved their
professionalism by resising maps which
wore ouldated by mew streams, bays, and
inlets which resulted from the competi-
tlan between the ocean and fand waters
for the sameé space, Hydraulle pressure
from the east forced the land waler in the
Hillshoro area bo submenge until it reseh-
ed a yielding location under a rock an the
present  Deerfield Beach litdoral. That
this stream had been absorbed by other
walers within three guarten of a century
is evident in that no maps or literature oy
carreipaidence fram or sliee the Second
Seminode War (18356-1842) indicate the
exlstence of this stream, 11

Within theee wears after Florida had
become  United States property, the
federnl government contemplated the
comstmiotion of o military moad from St
Augistine to Biscayne Bay, The govern-
ment  eshlracied with Colonel James
Gadsden to survey a roule and o com:
mont upon the feasibilily and eost of
stich & soadway. Gadsden completed his
favorable report in August 1825, He es-
tmated ithat constrection would cost
£28.700, Including necessary bridges. He
commented extensively upon the topo-
graphy of the Atlantie coastal region. Be-
cause his was the first In-depth survey of
the region, it contains graphic informa-
ton about such factors as the primeval
condition of rivers, littorals, Everglades
encroachment, inlets, and tides which
might pffect the consirection of the
milifary road,

Gadeden noled that one general fea-
ture of the coastal sirip whs its alluvial
deposit which had been formed by sue-
cessive encroachments towarnd the Atlan-
the. As 8 result, a chaln of inlets and fresh-
waler lakes extended along the greater
part of the distanee from 5. Awpustine
Lo Biecayne Bay. A narrow barder of
beach and sand hills separated the forma-
tions from ihe ocean, Shallow entranoes
appeared ot lntervals, =

Cadsden described a mamshland, inter-
rupied only by elevated pine barmen,
which extended west of the nlets, sounds,
and freshwaler Inkes Lo the E'.'\'él'l]ﬂdﬁ:l.:

i the west of these inlels ond lakes s
a parailel ehain of send hills from 9 o
% of @ mile wide inferseched by frcon-
sidereble pine Mol and sak lemiaiocks;
the wesfern dose of which & weshed by
anafher suecession of smoller lokes or
smip grass ponds ond flenmps oopasionmel-
tv compneched wAth sach ofher by malum!
canals — To the west of these ponds coam -



mienee the plae plones ord sar pelmefio
enrfoce commaon (o fow lntifudes, perving
in the choraeter of thelr sirfece and ofe-
vglion, and more irlemected by grasy
and cypress ponds of vou deseend sondl,
unfil fhey ore fosi in communication urtl
the Everglades, or submenged Tals of
et Flaridn gpolfed with small klands
of pine, palmetlo, ele.

Althowgh he labored under primifive
copditiens and operated with rudimenta-
v equipment, Gadsden recognized al thai
enrly date the exlstence of the Everglades
basin, Presclently, he sscribed to It the
source of “almost all the rves whieh In-

tersect and Oow through the promontory
of Florids, 13

Cadeden proposed thot the military
foad b constructed on the plne barrens
from St Augustine bo Juplter Inlot, But
souith of the inlet, the rivers and marsh-
lands, attributable (o the Everglades over-
Mow, necessitated n different boention for
the roadbed. He asceriained that only the
beach eould furnbsh a practical roadbed
soiith of the inlet to Biscayne Bay, & dis-
tanee of some seventy - four miles, stating:
“The beach ab low tide is spaciows and
firm with the seean on the east and sand
hills and chain of fresh water ponds or
lakes on the west sufficiently convenient
to fumish {0 the traveller an abundant
supply of water,” 14

Gadsden found the Everglades and on-
virons te be a formidabde barrier. Water,
ranging in depth from fve inches to three
feet, barred his way, Of the saouth Florida
rivers fed by the Everglades, anly Middle
and New rivers would neceasitate he
utilization of ferries, And Willinm Cooley
and & “"Mr, Willlamz" affered to operale &

ferry mt the Mew River Inlet, Gadsden no-
ticed that the inlets on many rivers which
passed through southemn, eoastal man-
grove  swamps @ither had changed or
cloged, He discemed that the whole At-
lantie coast of Florids presented evidence
of these struggles botween the oecan and
river currenis, the former striving to close
and the latter struggling to maintain an
outlet for thelr waters, Rio Seco, Spanish
River, had been closed by & sandbar, Al-
though Middle River was fordable at ils
motth, sand hod reduced MNew River
[inlet to & four foat depih. Gadsden fare.
saw that the closing of Middle River In-
ket and the consequent diverion of iis
woters to Mow River would, In all peaba-
hility, counteract the ocean’s effect on
the inbeg, 1%

An ingenious explorer aperating in a
pristine jungle, Gadsden sssembled a ro-
buwst group of assistants and had acquired
rudimentary cariographic notes and maps.
The 1822 H, 5 Tanner map was the most
valunble {ool, In genemnl, 1 correctly
located and prafiled the short rivers and
natural waberways bo their sources, which
extended no more than ten miles inland,
in what B presest-day Broward County,
The Tanner map dellu.ated ten water-
ways. They rmanged from the MNatural Cut
in the north, which eonnected the Hilks-
baro River with Boca Ratone Sound, to
Rio Ratones Im the south. As later and
more aecurste maps confirm, except for
the various inlets, none of thess water-
ways had such a well deflined and reason-
ahly permanent route a5 New River,18

While numerous travelers and explor-
ers excliimed upan the heavy bul incon-
gletent rainfall in south Florida, it prob-
ably did not exceed Broward County's
anmunl sixty inches. In early March 1838,
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The importance of various bodies of wator to the natural topography of the Broward
County ares is evident on the 1858 Ives Map, propared by the army during the Third

Sominole War,

Léeutenant Levin M. Powell of the Uni-
ted States Navy explored the sources of
the various waterways, He recorded that
his  topographical expedition suffered
fram o lsck of recent rains, o resull of the
winter dry season, Laler that month,
however, aboui 525 American Loops
under Colonel Jame: Bankhead had to
wide and struggle through water and med
up to thelr hips In their ill-foted effort
io capiure Seminole Indians st Pine
Island. Thus, the military hod faced the
seasnal minfall and floods which would
plague twentieth century farmerm w0
rdsed erops and transported them by
boat o market.17?

Three weeks after Bankhead’s skirm-
ish ot Pine Island, United Staies Army
Surgeon Jdacoh B, Motle sailed in n gov-
ermment vessel on Mew River, He found
a fairy wonderdand:

The nver i seporofed from (e Adlan-
tic &y only o nomow Reck of lend, about
10 mites (ong oad 50 yords aide, ils
course bolng for the! diglance seuth mmd
porfectly stralpltt, perallel with fhe seo-
beach

Ite waters were actially alive with fisk
of eeery deseriplion, Immense mumbers of
which were seen swlmming aboul the
Sleamer, We were efruck alzo wifth he
beautiful eolor of the boltem, whkick
resemdbied o magniffcent brussely carpet,
the water forard the mouth aof the rleer
being so peilucid ard cier tho! we could
see he botlom af @ depth of 20 feef ..
A oaxd rumber of shells of every descrip-
thor mird of the mosf pirid hoes were in-
terapersed gl the rver botlom with afl
kinds of colors of pebbles, presenting
al erery movdmenl Bhe oorods @rmnges
ments of the koleidoscope, which with
fpery [ presents a sew add i pasible
mone beautiful combination, The riper,
the scemery, and i foel everyihing
around  appeared  fo wear o different
aspeet from the rest of the world,

I, Modte's fervent Indian-chasing af
the moment prevented his enfching some
of the numerous (ish, a pleasure nod
denled soldbers later statbored at Fort
Lsuderdale, 18

Motte's frend, Major Willkam Lagdsr-
dale of the Tennessee Volunteers, alio
made an interesting discovery In March
1834, Lauderdale found thal a stream
had jts source in n swamp, and that
siveral miles further it Nowed into Dumb-
founding Lake, The shallow clear lake
wiaas one mile in dinmeder. The namrew and
decp Hio Ratones, known fo Americans
a5 Snake Creek, Nowed from the southem
end, The sub-soil rock ledge provented
the Fiver from !'Iw.l'ini enstward, Where-
upok, it fowed southeast and empiied
inte Biscayne Bay, Recently formed and
uncontained waterways fowed inko
sloughs and shallew lakes, re-emenged,
tunneled through the soft Lo psadl, accept-
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e aceretions from numerois kights, and

emplied into bays, lagoons, and the
ooean, 19

Lientemant J. C, Ives was a LUnited
Siptes  Army  topogmpher during the

Third Semincle War {1853- 1858}, Secre-
tary of War Jefferson Davis asigned him
ihe tesk of reviewing the maps and cor-
respondence emanating from the Second
Seminode War, The ohjective was o mes
vise the military map of south Flarida,
In 18&E Ives pubdished his detailed map
of south Florida, This juide was macde
more valuable by the Memoir which ac-
companied it The Memolr eoncentrates
in delineating the most feasible combing-
tion land and water route for Lhe military
from Fori Jupil'.rr ait Lhe easl copil Lo
Fort Myers on the gulf, Ives reconded that
Lake Worth was twenty miles in length,
and that the Little Hillsbhoro Hiver took
its rise from a slough and was only seven
fect wide at its source al the southern
nd of Lake Warh, Ives noted that after
the Little Hillsbhore emerged from Lake
Bocn Hotones it became o stream Aty
feed wide, was lned with mangeoves, and
increased in size fo its mouth, five miles
distant, where il becime s guarier of a
mile in widih. Ives pointed out that a
giream of these dimensions wauld confine
its traffic to canoes and rowboats, This
wis parlicularly true of the Hillsboro,
where the inlet permitted traffie that
drew |eax than two feel. The Memoir
combined Middle River and New River
into MNew River Sound and depicted the
sound ns broadening to 300 voards before
it parrowed st the inlet st present-day
Hollywood. Ives insisted that, because of
the abundance of water and swamps,
the miost practical methed of tmvel from
Lake Warth to Fori Dullss, on Biscayne
Bay, must be by water, Much of that
combination water/lnnd route Cravered
Broward Coaniy 2%

Four men are known (o have been
domiciles in the aren of present Broward
County from the closing of the military
eetablishment Fort Lauderdale in Febaea-
e 1842 until 1880, Only one has con-
gributed to our knowledpe of the area's
waterways. Edward Basely, who sur-
vived the 1836 Cooley massscre, farmed
along New River in the late 18705, after
which he disappeared from  history,
Washington Jenkins was keeper of the
Unbted States Life-Saving Statbon Mo, 4,
ostablished in 1876 at Birch Siate Park.
His varicd caresr was mainky in Minmi and
Eoy West, John J. “Pig" Brown Noated
around as another mysterious [gare.
After his election to the Florida Legisa-
ture in 1876, he dizappeored from the
New River aren. The fourth man, how-
ever, did monre than contribute to our
knowledge of Broward County's waters
through explorstion. Charles Pieroe also
peft & manuscript which noted the euws-
toma, iifestyies, biographies, and topo-
graphy of southeast Florda. The 1880
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census lisis him az the only inhabiant
living on MNew Hiver, He died in the
190k, but his nnmesake o0 contrbubed
to the growih of county waterwvays
during his long banking career in Faorl
Laudopdale 24

Besides Fierce, who also explored in
the twentieth century, D James A
Henshall and Halph M, Munree dominat-
ed county explomtion during the eorly
1880s They had a keen eve for ohsery.
ing the waterways, Moea, and fauna. Hen-
shall made two water excursions io south
Florida from Cincinnati. But §E was on
hiz 1882 trip thai he mode his most
thoraugh exploration and recorded his
miat striking obiermtlons about waler-
ways. After Henshall nnd his companions
sailed the Rembler on New River, he
observed:

fuching (v and owl with the tide ai
Neaw Rioer, fishes con be seen by the ihon-
s, which snaleh al anyihing, ¢ven o

leland, the scene of the military skie-
mish in 1838, Near where present-day
State Hoad 84 crosses, Henshall dis-
covered the source of the fork in 8 cy-
pris slough,. He nofed “The “sloughs’ is
a margin of Eall grasses and shrubs of
very  luxuriant growth intemected by
numerous small streams . . o Geedbing
through this we finally emerged into
the Eveorglades = seemingly a sea of
waving green prasses, wilh innumeralsle
islands of all sizes, Bul these grasies are
all growing in water, clear and Umpid,
with channels a few feel wide, diverging
and erosking in every direction . . 23

After he passed through the cypress
belt, he went up some of the numerous
small streams Lhat Oowed |nto the belt,
and entered an enchanting aspect of the
Everglades, & was ““unbque, there Is
nothing like L anywhere else.” Strain-
ing far descriptive worde, he reeorded:

As far gg the ove con reach sirefehes

By 1920, despite Everglades drainage and expanding settlemant, parts of New River re-
takned their natural appearance [phote courtesy of the Fort Lauderdale Historical
Socioty),

bt of rag thed to the hook andg thrawn i
them by o strong hardiine. We look ore-
valle from ben fo thirfy pounds, olways
large ones here, nerer less [han len
pounds, By anchoring o boal in aid
etream they can be speared or grained od
they gwim by, offen pursued by charks
mrd porpeises. M. Jewking jokes them
in this way up do forly peichds, and enred
ard smrokes feem,

Cut off from civillzation and ils sup-
plies, Washington Jenkins supplémenled
his meager diot with fish drawn from the
rver, thus perpetunting o dictary (radi-
tion the Indians at Pine Island lad fol-
lowed for many years, =2

Indisns attracted Henshall because ol
the mystery with which Americhng fanel
clothed them, He and hi: ocompanions
voyaged upstream on the south fork of
New River in a sailboat-canoe to visit
the Indians who were living on Fine

@ broad, veel expanse, clodhed in the vers
dure of a peculiarly fresh and vivid green,
a rich ond infense color seen nowhere bif
here, The surface @8 dotfted and diversi
fied By (howsands of Slefs and islands,
af all shopes and sizes, from o felr Yords
fo many acres in exlend, clothed wilh a
tropical luxuriance of frees, shrubg ond
viimes,

Athough  difficult to access, Fine
Island beckoned the doctor pnd his
companiong 24

They salled throwvgh intricate and
parrow  channels and took short cols
by plowing through masses of lily-
pads, deer-tongue, and lotds, & smoke
from Indian fires guided them They
hastenod toward the island, Numerous
Seminole emft approached eastward, as
if to inspect the new ardvals. The doclor
tied wp ab the land, met the Seminales,
conversed with them |n broken English



and learned semething of thelr customs
during bhis vwoe day visic with Chiefs
Little Tommy snd Little Tiger and their
tribe. The Seminobes informed him thai
the depth of the Everglades ranged from
four to six feel diring the ralny season
but that the water level fell considerably
in the winber. Thus, the Indians lved on
Fine lsland and other islands one portlon
af the yvear and migrated to higher, coast-
al nreas during the other time, Henghall's
topagraphical descriptions are among
the fiest and most pencimting of the
Davie arda, 79

During the 1880s and 18905, trans.
pianked New Englander Ralph AL Munroe
and his fellow [un-lo¥ing companions of
Coconut Grove habitoally spent one or
two months ezch yesr camplng aleng the
Hillshoro and New Rivers. They studied
the large mounds located between the
two rivers and concluded that they wers
the location of an Indian civilizatbon in
the remote past. Munroe's observant eve
nobed what apparently had escaped the
eved of all perevious explorers: a amall
canzl had been cut during the Indian
wars between Hillshoro New rivers,
South Floridians had witnessed and heard
tales of treasure ship wrecks, At one of
the inlets, and aware of the trepsure ship
wreck fales, Munrme and (rends tried o
salvage whal appeared Lo be an immense
guantity of coins. A lack of adeguate
toads, and the action of (he roadng surf,
foreed them o abandon their fredsure
hunting?e

Unlike his predecessors, except fox
Munroe, Charles Plerce's productive vears
in south Florlda econtinued |nto the
twenticth contury, After coming fo
Lake Worlh from the midwest in 1872
at the age aof cight, Plerce had traversed
Broward maore than any other man by
the time Henry M. Flagler extended his
ruilroad to Miami in 189G, That was
also the year when Pience ended his long,
Informative, and Interesting account of
rugged, ploneer life in south Florkds. Mo
area seems to have escaped the sobe of his
fooi or the paddle of his oar. With a
descriptive Nair, he brought the primi-
tive, but exotic, existence of ploneering
to life, In a beguiling manner, be des-
cribed Cypress Creek as it existed in
1885 during his plume hopl with Guy
Bradley, Bradley's father hod succeeded
Washington Jenking in 18B3 as Jife-
saving station keeper, 37

Because af their ubiguity and utility,
Pierce became & nomad of the walerways,
It was pol uncommon for him to canoe
from Lake Worth to Biscayne Bay over-
land doring the wel season. One of his
trips was to save the lives of the starving
and sick Bradbey family. He canoed down
New River Sound, on the west side of the
life-saving station, and tumed wesd up
MNew River in order to secure supplies and
medicine ot the Bicayne Bay sottlement,
He gulded his conoe through shallow

Everglades water from the south fork of
Mew River to Snake Creel. The seitlers
at Biscayme Bay met his needs, His round
trip travel ime wis less than flve days??

Inland, between the ridge which sepa-
rated the Atfantle Oeean and the pine
ridge where Major Willinm Lauderdale
had cut his military trall from Fort Ju-
plier to MNew River In 1838, there existed
a serles of waterways, lagoons, and
swampy morsses which were  wseless
for sustained commercial transpartation,
The walerways wem winding, shallow,
nnd tneonnected. A few navigalors com.
msanly ubilized hawlovers bo pavigate be-
tween bodies of water. Cadsden had no-
ticed these unconnected channels in bis
1825 survey and recorded: “The channels
are im the chain of inlets and lakes which
have been noticed ns extending with
but partial interruptions the whobe length
of the coast from 5. Augustine (o Cape
Florida." Gadsden svereed that, with in-
considorable lakor, an inland waberway
could be cul from S, Augustine to New
River. Floridians cherished this unfulilled
dream for genemtions2®

But ps settlement grew along Florida's
northern eanst, the elarar for an inland
waterway the length of the state per-
sisted. Bold entrepreneurs proclaimed the
advaniages bub lacked the resources o
buitd such an inland river. [n 1879 the
state came Lo the rescus when it char-
tered Lhe Florids Easl Ceast Canal and
Transportation Company, i oompany
subseguently rechartered. More impor-
tantly, however, the state granted n mo-
nopoly to the cannl company and vast
pcreage for every navignble mile com-
pleted, The charter enlled for the con-
strisction of a canal From 5. Augustine
to Key West by connecting the momsses,
Inkes, and logoons. By diggng and eut-
ting 110 miles af channels, the eompany
would own & 525.mile waterway. In
turn, the east coast would e opened for
more rapld settlement. With commercial
utilization in view, the charter required
the company to complede a canal vighty
feet wide and five feet deep at low tide,
The company eould collect talld of ten
cents per boat fool at specified locitions,
one of which was Dania. 9

Aa n private eapital venfure, canal
construction progressed  slowly.  And
canal ownership/control changed hands
sevoral times. Among the varous awners
or controllers of the East Coast Canal
were the Heston and Floridn Atkantic
Copst  Land Company, the Henry M,
Flagler interests, and the Geoeral Hospi-
fal of Mamachuseits, Finoncially, the
msgst fuerative retums resulting from the
catnl  constraction were  the sale of
hundreds of thouwsands of acres of land,
many of thern in the Everglades, which
the State of Florida granted.?*

Canal constmction required that work-
men have thelr supplies shipped sowth-

word (o locations along the advaneing
campl amd that they live on the mainland
work site. Tarpon Bend, mist off Now
River Sound, was & worker setilement.
The name of canal engineer James 1,
Colee, of 5L Aupustine, was given Lo the
camp site, lnfer platted s o subdivision.
Subsequent seitlers, confusing the nams
Colee with Cooley, smoneously thought
that this location was where the Cooley
family had been massacred by the In-
diang jn 1836, The true location of tho
massacre wad near the focks of New River
where the milltary Forl Lauderdale w =
slteated In 1838, The haphazard methaod
of canal construction delayed completion
and resalted in @ shoddy product. The
caitnl was seldom more than Ofty feet
wide and lour feet devp, Bank erosfon
foreed constapt repairs. In 1911 the
cannl, such as i was, finally was com-
pleted from Jocksonville to  Biseayne
Hay, Makntenance proved intolemble to
the aownership, and receipts wero wretch-
edly low, After the United States Army
Corps of Engineers assumed contrel in
1928, the Easi Coasi Canal becams
known as the Intrncoasial Waterway 22

Conflicl st the inleis belween the
ocean and fresh walers wrolghl havee
as  pionesrs moved inbo the southern
coastal areas after 1890, Hyrd King,
son of Edwin T. and Susan Eing. ar-
rived in the nasecent Fort Lauderdabe set-
tlement on the first train in Fehroary
1896, He lster recalled that, in 1399,
New River Inlei closed during a gale and
heavy rains, The iarpaper and log shan-
thes of the tweniy or %o gotbler famdlies
were inupdated by the water which back-
ed up from the inlet's clesing. The set-
tlers, led by Edwin T. King, Frank R.
Oliver, Willlam L. Bracknell, Frank
Stranahan, and Capiain William C, Yalen-
ting, commandesnsd every available shoy
al, scoop, and muale. By canoe and by
averland Lrails, they hastened to the |n-
lel. There they used dynamite and mule-
operatied scoops Lo open the inlet, where.
upan the settlers reiurned to thelr water-
sonked shanties 33

When Napoleon Bonaparie Broward
mn for governor In 1804, he put forth
&5 his top priority the dminage, roclnma-
tion, and setilement of the Everglades.
Never hashful, and often daring, Broward
trumpeted the clalm that the Everglades
contained the rchest soil in the waorld
and that its conguest could supply,
among other things, all the sugar cane
needed by the United States, This, the
meed Lo import sugar would be ellminat-
ed, With the reclaimed Everglades serving
25 the “bread baskel' of the Uniled
States, afl Floridians would profit, and
some would grow reh. Accustomed Lo
glving graphic illusirations it order Lo
make his point, Broward boldly asserted
that everyone knew that “waler ran dawn
hill."" He realized that the center of the
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Everglades was twenty -one fesl above sea
jevel, Hroward averred that n series ol
public dralnage canals, sugmented by
private lateral ditches, woubd memove and
cantrol Everglades Mooding ond simulia-
neausly prevent what had occurred at
Fort Lawderdale in 189904

After his victory in o hard fought, daz-
#ing campaign, Broward eajoled a reloet-
ant Florida Leglslature to pass kegisintion
authorizing and governing the drainage
. and reclamation of the Everglades. Large
in phwsical stature and animated by fre-
mendous  Instinctusl onergy, Broward
took personal charge of the Everglades
program. From his home city of Jackson-
ville he had moterinks shipped o New
River. He poumeyed to Chicage and pur-
chased engines for dredges, He eame to
Mew River. Thers he supervised mibeh of
the eonstruction of the Evergledio and
(Meeechobee dredpes across the fver from
Philemon M. Boian's New River [an,
presently the Discovery Center. On July
4, 1906, oprrations started westward on
Mew Rlver's norlh fork, Governor Brow-
nrd placed localite Heed Ass Brvan, Sr..
in charge of dredging.3*

Although explorers, hunters, farmers,
and Innd speculators had grappled with
the rugged Everglndes, and while com-
pensnted writers had publicized it nation -
ally, the swamp's boundaries had never
been defineated, In order to delermine
the area to be dmined and reclpimed,
as well & to ascerain the revenue which
might accrue from drainsge taxes, the
trustess of the Internal Improvemsnt
Fund approved a precise and official
Everplades map on June 14, 1907. The
vast pren, approximately 4 300000 scres,
represenied  wasie, swamp, and sub-
merged lands unfit for human occupa-
tlon and setilement. The map revealed
thoi the Everglades came closest to the
ocean just north of the sources of New
River and Snake Creek. The wvast momss
comprisin,, the Everglades extended éasd .
ward, approximately along the westem
edge of preseni-day Roube 441, The
Exverglades and its environs absorhed frigsl
of present-day Broward County, Ji left
tiithe arable area for immediate setilenent
within the county. 36

The taming af the Everglodes was
aaly ane of the elements with which
willers had (o cope, Bridges provided Lhe
only method of making local norih and
south travel possible in & growing agri-
cultural econodmy. The eardiest fpans wene
gimple. Sharpened tree frinks were driven
into the beds of the small streams, and
rough-hewed planks were set in place.
Edwin T, King constricted guch a bridge
aver Snake Creek during January 1800 at
£2.50 per lineal foot,

AL the same time, Dade County com-
missioners repowed Frank Stranshan's
cantraet o maintnin o ferry ocross Mew
River for 5300 per vear, Construction
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of the first bridge over Mew River, for
the first county rock road which mn from
Miami to West Palm Beach, began in
August 1904, The Converse Bridge Com-
pany of Chattancoga, Tennessee, was
awarded the contract to build a bridge
similar to the ome Usak they had ecom-
pleted over the Miami River. 37

Converse agreed to construct the 185
foot fong and twelve fool wide draw-
bridge for S£6,640 at Andrews Hoad.
Workmen completed the bridge late in
December 1904, On Mew Year's Ewve, D,
Thomas 8. Kennedy, Philemon M. Brvan,
William H. Marshall, Edwin T. King,
Frank Stranahan, Joseph G. Farrow, and
Mack W. Marshall cerlified to the Dade
County Board of Commissioners thal the
bridge had been completed secording to
specifications, Thus, the widest and
swiftest river hofween the Hillsboro
River and Snake Creek was spanned, lia
complotion heralded a new éra of econa-
mic projgress and Eravel for south Florlda
farmwrs and Lravelers. 38

The first of many troublesome MNew
River bridges stood intsct for omly
eighteen months before river currents,
chumed by mmpaging Everglades’ water,
toppled the pride and joy of Forl Lauder-
dale, The Board of County Commision-
ers pleaded with and Lhen threatensd e
Converse Bridge Company o recover the
fallen bridge and re-erect it Converse
refused to do so without compensation,
Dhiring the year when the bridge remain-
ed inoperable, Frank Strannban resumed
his ferry service. He conveyed people,
carts, wagons, and animals.

Forced to rebuild the bridge them-
gelves, the counfy commissioness oone-
tracted with Captain £ W. Skinner of
Fort Lauderdale to mise and re-erect the
bridge for 53,200, Thus, the renamed
Andrews Avenue regnined s position as
the chief north-south artery for com-
mercial  Fort  Lauderdale. Newspapers
proudly dubbed the new twelve foot
wide county road the ** Appian Way,"¥?

As the dredging for the North and
Sputh New River Canals progredsed
westward from Fort Lauderdale into the
Everglades, the state offercd the drained
Innd for sale. Buot, until 1910, no one had
attempted to live infand west of Fort
Lauderdale. Although farms and eltrus
groves  extended to Houte 441, they
wore along the river and eanal banks, In
March, land entreprensur Don Farms-
worth of Chicago offered to constroct
free bungalows on the MNorth New River
Canal on any twenty acres of land pur-
chased fram him. The McCrimmon Cam -
pany of Miaml constructed and delivered
them to property sites near Lock Mo, 1,
but land purchasers hod to ervet them,
Thus, Davie’s fimt setblers secured froee
bumgalows for £160, ten percent of the
total land purchase prices®

Copslruetion of camale constantly lag-

ged behined projections. But, in Auvgust
1912, the siate finally opened the North
Mew River Cannl to koot traffic from
Fort Lawdordale to Lake Okeechobes,
Hamilton M. Forman, a transplanted
Mlinals Inwyer, was the first lockkeeper at
Lock Mo. 1 near the growing Davie set-
tlement. This diverse community was
composed of former Panamn  Canal
Zonlans, Canncdians, and northemers,
Shallow drafi canal boats transporied
passengers, household goods, lertilizer,
and seeds o the lnke region and returned
with vegetabies, fish, and livestock. Al
ready burgeoning because the March
1911 land lotiery had brought hundreds
of permanent setthers Lo farm (he reelaim-
ed Everplades land, frontier town Fort
Lauderdale became the center of the
Lake Dkeechobes canal traffic. Pascen-
gors, vegeinbles, supplies, and farmning
implements filled its docks, Emtwhile
educator- laayor William Munrow Heiney,
who Tounded the Fort Lauderdale Heraftd
in 1910, promoted the Everglades-consi
axks, The Forl Loudérdale Seatine! later
emblazoned an its frontl page the accurmie
slogan “Fort Landerdale, Gatewny bo the
Everglades.” In 1913 Helney aleo promio-
ted the first attempt to form a new
connty from Dade and Palm Beach Coun-
ties. Desplte the suggestion to name the
proposed county Evergiades County, the
attempl folled, &t

After the opening of the Norih New
River Canal, traffic to the Gulf Coast
began on & large scale, In late 1912 ghal-
low-draft sieambosts made the roupd
trip from Fort Myers to Miami up the Ca-
leeaahatehes River, through Lake Okee-
cholsee, south along the Morth New River
(Canal to Fort Lavderdale, and then down
either the Atlantic or East Coast Canal to
the “Magic City.” The three-day round
irp excursion cosi twelwe dollors, Be-
cabge Fort Laoderdale fumished so many
nautical innovators, it was only natural
that Forl Laudondale’s Caplain Felix A
Faorbes inpugurmted this cmss-state voy-
age A2

Drainage and reclamation of the Ever-
glades continued ot o dower pace after
Govwrnaor Proward loft office n early
Jdanuary 198, The trustees of the In-
tornal Improvement Fund exerclsed strict
contrad af eanal ecutting and the eonse-
quent sale of reclaimed state land, The
triastees planned for and began to imple-
ment the eopstruction of conals other
than the Morth and South New River
waterways. These major canils diffessd
in size and length, They included the
Miami, West Falm Beach, Hillsboro,
and 51, Lucie canals. Minor canals, mot
copnecied with Lake Okeschobee, were
nob peglected becawse they wero less
costly and permitted the dminage of
rich farm lands near the coast, There,
surplus water was droined direcily inio
the ocean or the Hsy of Biccayne. In



May 1911, while the Miami Canal was
under construction, Chiefl Drainage Engi-
nevr F, C. Elliot called for the relocation
af the dredges Eeerplades and Okeecho-
bee o the Hillshboro River for canal
construction. After the Broward County
portion of this canal was completed in
Decerber 1014, warking farmers could
move approximaiely fen miles Turther
inland.43

Minor canal construciion began with
the enlargement and deepening of Cy-
press Creek in Pompaso and of Seake
and Snapper ereebs near Hallandale.
These drainage canals varded from six to
ten miles in length and required no lscks
to preveni sabl water Intrusion, The eon-
el went to the Miaml Construction
Company, The mies were fen conis per
cithic ¥ard for carth excavation and
twenly-five ecents per ecuobic yard for
rock excavation. The benefits goined
from the completion of Cypress Creek
Canal kn the fall of 1914 were typical,
“Currie's Megaphone," published in the
Fort Lowderdale Sentinel, bailed this
conal & & “wonderful advantage™ since
it ran right through Pompane. “Hundreds
of acres.” continueed the “Megaphone,™
“af the best vegetable land contignous to
the lown have been mpde pormanently
serviceahle by reason of this canal and
last season was a ‘howling” success to all
the farmers in thal community.” Thal
developer Geoarge E. Currie owned an im-
mense irack along the newly complebed
canal doubtlessly  justifies his glowing
prakse, 44

More than the hard-pressed farmers,
whose backbreaking workday in the fields
began at dovbreak and ended with dark-
ness, Innd specualators halled the benelits

of the new canals. AL the end of Decem-
ber 1914, speculator O C. Auwsherman,
who had come (o Forl Lauderdale from
Baltimore In 1911, took & trip up the
Hilishoro Canal to scout the newly open-
ed territory. He was sceompanied by
George E, Crim, J. M. Templeton, and
J, H, Searing. One dam, due to be blasted
away within & month, held the water
back. Miles of land weme still covered
with waier from receni mins, Bui nine-
teen miles west of Deerfield they struck
dry lnnd near the center of Range 41, The
elevation was fourleen feel. Ausherman's
exolic speculations aboul the future of
this wilderniess are typical of those of
land speculators and visionares before
and glnoe;

Also, wiih a depth of muek of aboud
& feel and rich onough fo grow amvifing
mefapied lo this latitude — f can see in the
near future all this region delled over
with beaudiful kemes, occupied by happy
fomilics, cnfoying the finest climale in the
world, surrounded with fTowers and Bos-
souming froil froes omd riehly  caltivated
fields of prolifie crops of all kinds, herds
af catlle and other farm onimols and
flocks of domestic birds, fine roads run-
J'II’.I'I:g i all direcfions ond oufos spunning
across the landscape, Mhe whole scene
presnfing a piciure of conteniment and
progperily upsurpedsed siyihere o e
giebe! Who can poinssy this prediction!

If one adds fine Tishing to this descrip.
than, it is no wonder thal the land speci-
lators, who were mmune (o the backs
breaking lnbor of clearing and tilling the
il against all kinds of naturml enemies,
did a thriving business!s

A5 the result of a thriving trade with the
Loke Okeechobee region, Fart Laider-
dale’s riverfront (abovel, and partictlar-
by Brickell Avenus [left), formed the
commercial center of the ety ot the
tims thess photos were teken in 1978,

According (o legend, Broward County,
crented in 1915, owes [ts corpomte exist-
ence bo the threat of the arca’s citizens (o
become either Ywet” or “dry’” with re-
gard to the sale and consumpiion of al-
coholic bevernges. While interesting, such
rt-i'l‘.'-mh fall o gauge the canons afl coi-
vemienee and local sell-determination
inherent in Americans, In reality, county-
wepts, &8 cenlers of government and com.
mserce, were hubs from which important
matters were initiated and resolved.
Davie, hustling and growing, became a
proponent of local self-government |-
causit of the distance and [nadeguaie
tranzportation to Misml, the county-seat
of Dade County. It was easler fo travel
by boat from Davie to Forl Lavderdale,
the anticipated seat of the new county.
Fort Lauderdale regidents, a lerce and
prowd genre, raised their hackles at the
very mention of Minmi, They did not
wank Lo spend a day or more [ransacting
legal, political, and commercial affairs
in their rval Lo the south. Pompano
resldents easlly figured that eight miles
tr Fori Lavderdale was beiter than
thirty-four o West Palm Beach, the
county-sent of Palm Beach County, in
which hath Pompano and  Deerfield
wore located, Essential matters conducted
nearer to home meant that their proce-
dires were more msponsible io local in-
put by the majority who had the most to
gain or lose, 98

Brovivard Cn'l.l:lil}' beecamie a reality on
October 1, 1915, when Polm Beach
County surrendored iits prena sowih of the
Hillzbore walerway to Comirencial Bowle.
wird, and Dade County gave up ils owner-
ship of the land south of the boubevard
it Snake Creek Canal. Thus, artificial
waterways fOgured prominently in deter-
mining the northern and soulhern bound-
arfea of Broward County, In selecting the
name Browsrd, the people did not sur-
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render their heritage of ihe Everglodes.
Hather, they memoralized thelr impend-
g utilization of the swamp which had
beon Ehelr grentes) assel sad thelr most
formidable enemy 37

The new county's affidal pepulstben
of 4,761 inhabitants ooccupied 1.220
sgunre miles. 1t boasted three waler-
ways, the Hillshoro, and the Morth and
Enuth New Hiver canale, to Lake Okee-
chobee, 1L became the entrepot for the
vnel, booming tnlasd region. The official
Everglades dominated the coanty's topo-
graphy end geography. Its watery wilder-
fisd eovered approximately eighty per.
cent of Hroward County's entire area and
exercised a disturbing confrol over the
rest of the reglon. The county possessed
additional swamp and submerged landa
which presented as many abetacles to sek-
ement. Belwesn the Atiantie snd the
coastal setilements lay an almost impene-
trable mangrove swamp. The beach prop-
ertivs were almost waorthless because they
were nol sultable for farming and -
cause Lhey were inpccessible for conve.
nienl reerestionsl use, But the ocean and
ceean-front property increased In wmlue
in 1916 when the county oworded con-
tracts for bridped from Fort Laoderdnbe,
Pompano, and Hallandsle to the beaches.
They were completed in 1917, The con-
strietbon of dralnage canals spvernl veam
lnter created a pofentin] gold mine oul
of properties locaied just west of New
River Sound that were naturally mon
than worthless, But, for the preseat,
the proper wiilization of the Allantic
Oeean, the county’'s most  valuabde
waterway, was hindered,*9

On January 29, 1915, Colons] Geonge
. Mathews, who had founded the Forf
Lawderdale Sentined in 1911, boasted in
his paper that Fort Lauderdnle was
ihe primary source of entry for the
imiand empire extending west and north-
west (o Lake Okeechobee. He roported
that, on ‘anuary 25, the Queen of Mhe
(ifeges had reiumed from the lake. Her
decks were jammed with land seekers
from the Norih, Four davs later the
boat returned to the lake op Norh
MNew River Canal and carried an equal-
Iv large and enthusiastic growp who
were searching for land In which to in-
vest Lhedr savings.

These potentinl settlers incloded men
from as for north ag New York City and
Chicago. Later that vear, the colone] ex-
patiated upon the conversion of Broward
Counly from o pace leoked upon as a
“worthless marsh™ to a place which had
produced the City of Fort Lavderdale,
from a few scattered settlers to n popu-
lation of 4,008, The official town pop-
Intion was 1,870, An observant reading
of both the Fort Lowderdale Herald
and the Sentinel of that peried of emer-
gence, however, reveals thal while theie
papers ground out sgregious accotnls of
population  figures, dminage benefits,
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howsing  galns, eulturn] asetivities, and
commerclal prosperity, they also from-
peted the groat possibilities of the ooun-
ty to those who saw lurther than s
present conditlon, Hy these and similar
grica intellectual wenturcs, thess news-
pupers were amang the greatest confri-
butors to the development of the land
and ithe wateraavs, Thoy were the (it
te alert thelr northern apd western
readers to Brownrd Couniv's poleniial
of beecoming one of America’s winter
recreation and plnyground center, parli-
cularly s sportfishing and yachtbng
eenber, 44

The formmation of HBrowand County
stimulnted improvements s the dralnsge
and reclamation of the Everglades oon-
tinwed in 1915. A new drwbridge ne-
placed the antiguated 1904 Mew Hiver
Andrews Avenue bridge. In this way it
was determined thol Andrews Avenue,
miber than Brickell Avenuwe, would be-
come the center of Fort Lauderdsle's
main activities, although this was defer-
red ondil the carly 1520s.  Drained,
arable land found reeady purchasers as
steambonts and  high-powered  motor-
boats carried thousands of eager, polen.
tinl purchasers through western Broward
and on wp to the lake, Allegedly shrewd
investors did not farm the land to ils
potential, bt held it for the day when
Hroward Counly would really bloom. As
the unwary and chrewd traveled Into the
Everglades, they listened to high-spieled
sales pitched 59

On December 17, 18915, the Forl
Londerdale Senlinel hailed a development
in Davie as being the first step In the
building af a grealer Broward County.
Although unin:mpnrlted, [DBavhe resi-
dents had formed themselves into a spe-

cinl bond district and Monted a 5106,000
bond izsue to build & “loop’” read to con-

nect Davie with For Laoderdale and
Dania and to build roads within their
own eeitlement and o and from their
farms, Thus, they gamered the honor of
becoming the first county community to
band itsell for road construction. Until
bath the sounty and communities could
build a sufficient tax base for road and
bridge construction, waterways determin.
ed the method and lecation of much of
the agricultural industry, transportation,
and travel. Likewise, lo o large exbent,
the waterwavs determined where and
how people would live.

Literary and historical artifacts of the
county demonstrate, n no uncertain
permis, that the county has never lacked
for boosters who grounded their predic-
tions in observable facts, and hence,
tended o be conservagive In Cheir es-
timates, On the other hand, hordes of
speculators and  visionaries trumpeted
the potentinlities inherent in every acre
af land, whether or nol it wat !M'Bd.ﬂ:.'
aceessible to waberways, But im afl in-
gtances waterways, or the lack of them,

e o withheld valoe to land. =2

Even before the hridges to the beaches
wene completed, visionanes waxed enthu-
gastic over the possibilities af men el
ting arlificial walerways to open up Lthe
beach area, attracl towrists, and create
qu1|:h wealth, Mosi of the Yisonaes
wanted io gratify their egos as empire
ballders, One bovy of dynamic visonaries
wis composed of fammers. An eéxcepdlon
was Colone]l Matkews, in whose Sentine!
offies they gathered on Tuesday, Seplem-
ber 12, 1916, There they divcussed in a
“hull sessjon' the possihillties Inhersnt
in ecrealing artificlasl waterways to reelaim
the mangrove swamp between Sospito
Canal and New River Sound, better
known &t the Exu Coand Canal, The di-
cussants were remarkable men for sich a
stupendous enterprise. Esch had edweated
himsell In the school of kord knocks,
They farmed their own or rented Laned, or
In some other way drew thelr main sws-
tenance from: agriculioml pumsuils, Evwn
the professional men in the comeinity
af 1,870 inhabitanis, such as doclors,
lawyers, and civil engineers, joined their
bumbler brethren who [oiled as store-
keepors, commercial agents, and real
estate opemion, in some sorl of agr-
culturn! enterprise o make ends meset
and to advance their fortunes. None of
the enthusinsis could claim any  ex-
perence in walerway construciion for
residentlal and recreational punposes, bul
these dreamers sought an outlet for their
iremendous urge to creabe and to become
wiealthy [n the process5?

Editor-owner Mathews reported on
their deeam in which a paradise woulkd be
erealed from & hades:

Colonel George G. Mathews, editor and
publisher af the Ford Lapderdale Sen-
nmel, was o leading proponant of recla-
mation of both the Everglades and the
coavial marshes



There ix no pleee on [he coxl coasl of
Florida that presents the possibilifles for
o paradise on eartl thal & affersd by the
land along Neww River,

A vizlenary group, dreamers I vou are
plemseed to call the group, were galhered
in the Seatinel office lost Twerday dis-
cussing the Gidelomds  foving  belwesn
Fart Letiderdale g e bay, The iew of
these dreamers™ & (hal by dredging
il cofels arnd oross epmals 30 o JO0D
feol wide Dvrough these [Tots, the sl
amd debeiz from (ke canels belng wsed lo
reige the level of ihe rest of the lond ger-
erad feel, they will have bullded numerous
emall islonds surroinded by the fresh
FIERRERE oo fers af Nent River,

These [ittle lands of erery conceie
able shape and eire would Aaol be arerely
aer e bay froert Biet would be lrerdly
siprronnded by alers of (e bav and Hoer
with the tides of the Atlandle rialng and
fotling in the sfrecis of this moderm
Verice, the winler resorf of the wealthy
of the nalion,

This remarkable dream and projec-
tion of mans will agpinst noture is all
the more astonishing when measomed
againsi the hackgrounds and financial
resolrees of the dreamers53

Mathews, however, eontinued his
report with even more details of the re-
sort communily which would arfse from
the minsmic, felid swamp which cut off
Forl Lauderdale fraom Mew River Soand,
or what the dreamers called *““the bay"
and the Atlanile bexch:

Loak, 1 yvou Reve @ pivlon wilh ihese
dreamers infe the fuliwre, see these en-
chafiled canols whaese banks o a contin-
wons mss of frogront Towérs arid trogi
cal foliage winding in and onl among Hhe
ielefs, with high erched concrele bridges
af every slreel cressing With gondolos,
mafor boofs and Ioienches eperynilken,
with suwlamabile ronds from sle lo sl
and o the mainiend, the busines seclion
af our cily on the one side, on the olher
gcross e bay lo Les-(haz-By-The-Sea
wtid her aifrocifee bathing benches

No, this & omol o wild dreeamy, 0 (5 0
PR,

0. €. Alexander, principal owner of
Las- as- By -The- Sea, and co-adventur-
ors Tom M. Bryan, 8. P. Snyder, M. A
Horit, R. E. Dve, and Chardes G, Rodes,
8r., joined their enthusiasm to Mathews".
For wvears they upheld the prospect of
conguering and developing the swampy
mormss which blocked realistic sccess to
and enjoyment of the Atlantic beach, 54

Althosgh the trustees of the Intemal
Improvement Fund continued to expand
Everglades drainoge, their pace was too
slow for energelic Broward Countlans,
Led hj‘ Wiltiam H. Marshall and Colonel
Mathews, they organized a grss moots
movement koown ps “Back o Brows
ard."” in ortder to realize {he dream ol
the former governor to gulckly drain the

Everglndes. In furthemnce of this move-
ment, Broward Countians elecied Aar-
shall their frst  stale  representative,
Through his untiring and somilimes eXas-
perating efforts, the Flogds Legislature
created the Mapoleon B, Browasd Drain-
ape Distrlet in May 1917, Most of jis
territory loy in Broward County, with
some In Palm Bezch and Dade Counties.
The district trusives, chaired by county
commissioner Alexander B Lowe, were
empowersd to ey and collect s on
580,000 of Broward Couniy’s 780,000
acres, seventy percent of the county's
total acreage, The district trustees levied
a tax al twenty-five ¢cenis per ncre at its
first meeting o June 13, 1917, Thus,
Broward Countians assumed the job of
draining the Everplades and of providing
eome means of Moeod coptral, #3

Deepite the Mine drainage provided by
the South Mew HRiver Canal, the aven
seirlh and east of this canal o Danka suf-
fered from seasonal foods. Some dam-
aged farmers unsuccessfully gued the state
far redress, In order bo alleviade this dam-
aging situstion and to open virgin lund
for settlement, the state began the con-
structlon of the Dania “ut-0f Canal on
dune B, 1817, It would tie in with the
South New River Canal, emply into the
Exst Coast Canal al Danks, and melieve
feoding in Fort Lauderdale proper by
diverting Mew River water inlo the Easi
Comst Conal. While farmers hoped for an
early completion of the Danin Cut. D7
Canpl, their hopes were not reslized. By
March B, 1918, the constructlon of the
cann! hod proceeded only to the west-
erm edge of Dixie Highway, now Federal
Highway, Still, the conal had less than
one-half of a mile to go, 5@

Unlike Fort Lauderdale residents,
Dianians excly had drained and farmed the
marsh land which cut their communify
off from [he East Coast Canal, They
formed their own dminage distriel easi
of Dixie Highway and levied taxes, By
1918 they had dug twenty-five miles of
ditches, with roadbeds construcied on
each ditch tank, thereby reclniming
4,000 of the 6,000 acres of the reh soil
on which they grew tomatoss. Thal vege-
table made Danin famous n= the winter
capital for tomoto rdeing. Danions olso
dug a canal from the Esst Coast Canal
inte the center of town for the dual
purposss ol providing additional drain-
age for the East Mamh and of allowing
hoats to transpord the lush fonatoes 7

Less than eipght vears after Fort Lau-
dondale  incorporated in Mporeh 1911,
canal boat trmvel and agriculfural com-
merce had transformed the town into
the metropolis for the immediate hinter-
land and the Lake Okeschobee region.
In the lnst week of December 1918, no
less than & dozen heavily-laden cannl
bsnls nrrived with their agriculiural pro-
duce for shipment by il to the norh

and weat. Carl P. Weldling of the Forl
Lauderdole Herald meandered over from
his Wall Simet newspaper offics to the
teeming and busiling New Hiver dock,
surveyed the frentled activity, and re-
ported his findings to an eager public,
The Tiffin, Ohio, native, who bad ar-
fved in Danks in 1912, expressed the
sentimentz of Forl Lauwderdale when bhe
wrote, ““When you see the amounti of
shipping done here and the great netlvi-
ity of the boatmen, one cannot help but
be impressed with the foture of that
country ond lis gateway, Fort Laud r.
dale,” “that country™ belng the ama
along the canals fo Lake Okeechobes.
The Liberty, named 25 8 resull of World
War I, impressed Weldling with l6s wal-
iznble carge, This shallow-draft bont had
brought in 400 crates of vepetables. More
impressively, the crew of the adjacent
Adox hurriedly unloaded its &00-crate
cargn in anticipation of an early elom
it the Inke, The luscious cargoes of the
lake boals included tomaioes, beans, po-
tatoes, ok, eggs, and pepper. 38

The Napoleon B. Brownrd Drainage
Digtrict found [tsell handicapped by the
inadequate methods [t inherited from the
state. Copseguently, incessant elamors
arose locally to draw a plan which would
hasten  the project, When the district
directors had collected enough taxes to
hire their own consultant-planner, they
did so with a yengeanoe reminlscent of
Governor Hroward’s bold schemes, The
directars hired the Ishan Randolph Com:
pany ol Chicags, intemationally - recog-
iieéd drainnge and waber control experts,
In mid-danuary 1919, Mr, Randolph and
his lechnical entournge arrived in For
Landesdale, ready bo work. He and the
directon envisioned an expanded district
which would be the world's largest drain.
age project. In & day of heightened ex.
pectations, this move was applasded by
an enthusiastie Broward County popu-
Inge, 58

Not only did local farmers and absen.
teit land speculatars bave a high estimate
af their destiny and national significance,
bl local businessmen and the scant win-
ter visitor population shared the same
enthusissm. In February 1918, the Fort
Latidérdele Herald boasted “Without o
daubt Fort Lauderdale |s the blggest ahip-
ping point of winter vegetables In the
stabées”™ When the newspaper e Ized
that Minmi might dispute this claim, It
piivded to the natural rivalry beiween
the twa cities, Certainly, Fort Lauderdalo
boosters might have disputed Miami®s
clabm wilh ample justification because
the sity shipped not only for itself but for
the entire Everglades hinterdnnd north-
ward through the loke region, A Hemmld
represenbative visited the local docks {o
substantinole the newspaper’s claime After
an inspeclion of each shipment, he found
that they were Lecketed o forty -eight
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rich mnd famou: bought lots and homes,
The nafional attention which Yenbce
brought astounded HBrowsrd Countlans,
It can b sald thal Rodes' developmaont,
together with the construction projecis
laupched by Tom M. Bryan, Thomas N,
Atilwell, and William F, Morang, hrought
the Florida Hoom of the 1920 to Fori
Lauderdale. In the summer of 1925
Hodes sold his interest in Veniee Lo the
Cape Cod Realty Company of Massa-
chusetts for the currently amazing
amouni of 240000, With pani of the
proceeds he hired two milvay coaches,
attached them fo specinl trins, and took
eore than [fty of his relatives on an all-
expense-pakd forty day holiday trip to
Califomin and Mexieo. This was an out-
standing accomplishment for farmer ansd
fovd store oporator Hodes who, for a
girma, lessenod his real estate operations
to enjoy his newly -acquired wealth B

An  entrepreneur more  remarkable
than Rodes and Bryan had already begun
his Fori Lavderdale career bofore Rodes'
peaked, Former Bostonlzn Willlam F,
Morang began in 1924 with the develop-
ment of Rio Vista, the first of his enorm-
ois projecis. They all involved the cons
struction of artificial walerways, cause-
ways, and bridges, [ no sublifminal desine
to beautify Fort Lauderdale per sé¢ mo-
tivated Rodes, the same was troe [or
ang. Their motivation sprang fremi
the profit motive, After they purchased,
for a relalive pittance, immense Lracts of
walery waslelands unfit for human habi-
tagion, the construetion of artificial
waterways for reclamation provided huge
profits. In sddition 18 met the inordinate
cemands of northem tourists who were
anxious to take pdvantage of the state’s
low tax wabe, its lenlent inheritance tax
system, and its leisurely [ifestyvle. Al Hio
Wishi M'nnml enlarged and extended
wieslward the hight which he called Tar-
pon Canal. Ib drained inbe New River al
Tarpon Bend. Morang also began Uhe
development of Laoderdafe leles, south of
Rio Vistn, and the area east of Socsplro
Canal and north of Las Olas Boulevand,
The lofter area made him  the northem
peighbor of Hodes® Venice develop-
menlE?

Wreerssity Toreed Morng to dig canals
and to use the spoilage for access rontes,
bridges, and home constructlon. His
Qlympian plan ealled for the eonstructlon
of a catssewny and drawbridge acros New
River Sound to connect Lauderdale [sles
and his Lac Olas Boulevard band. Sketches
ol huge hotels contemplafed [or the
enlsin  developments appeared in his
newspaper advertisements. I was antici-
pated that the aecomplishment of his
propects would eonvert Ford Lauderdale
into & major, national tourist center. He
bailt the drawbridge, bul nol the ciuse-
way, before the Boom crashed and left
him virtually penniless. In his Las Ofas
development he dup a series of canals

Frank Marshall’s
dredge begins the
development af
C.G. Rodes”
“enice,” the
first islend suls-
divison in Brow-
ard County, 1825
(abovel, Charles
G. Rodes, Jr,
ﬂl-‘i"l'lI son af the
Vonice deweloper,
came 1o Fort
Lauderdale
1907 at the age of
four. During the
18203, he, like his
favher, prosperad
in the real estate
barsiness,

whose bridges connected the spoiled-
raised islands with the boulevard. But the
crach left them undeveloped, and for
vears they remalned telling monuments
of the ambltlous plans spawned by the

Boom. In additben to these planped
propects, Morang contemplated a series
of marinps in both developments as o
magnet to attract northem tourists and
men with capital who would invest on
w large scale, &0

Entreprencurs Hodes and Morang
found a fellow visionary in Thomas N,
Stilwell, a transplanted Hoosier from
Anderson, Indiana. Holstersd with eapi-
tal from northem sources, Sfilwell and
hiz associales purchased worthless man-
grove swampland from AM.A. Hort and
R. E. Dwve, east of Roedes® Venice. The
Farl Louderdale Sentiné! on Novem-
ber 19, 1920, in an article titled **Froofl
That Dreams Come True,” detailed how
Btitwell and his amociabes in the New
River Developmenl Company had begun
on Februnry 7 of that year (o salvage use-
less swampland. They eventually brought
in dredges from & far away as Jacksodn-
ville o recover subdivisions which Suil-
well dubbed Idylwyld and Riviera. In

some Inslances, palatial homes which
faced waterwnyvs attmcted the very
wealthy: but Investors of afl hues moved
inte homes far superior (o those in the
main section of Fort Lauderdale, Lavish
newspaper and magazine advortisements,
combined with high pressure salesman-
ship, entleed the famous and wealthy
to invest in reclalmed lands east amd
south of downtown Forl Lauderdale,
Bumper plates proudly proclaiming *“Fort
Lauderdale: Veniee of Amerdc,” began
to appear. In the reclamation process,
Slilwell pnd his amoctales, particulary
M. A. Horit and R E. Dyve, reaped huge
profigs 59

Unlike Rodes, who retrenched his op-
erntions after the sale of Venlee, Scll-
well, Horit, and Dye expanded their
wheeling and dealing by diversifying
their investments. This was parliculardy
true of Stilwell, Unlike Momng and
others, the cragh of the Boom did not
render him penniless. In the process Stil-
well became a public benefactor, Until
1923, Broward Countians who were
seriously il or injured had Lo be Lrans.
ported to Miami for hespital treatment,
Stilwell remedied that situnfion by -
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nancing a hospital in Fort Lawderdale.
He tumed ila opermbion over to ki
son-ip<law, [, Scodt Edwards, who
mamed the hoespital for himself, Stil-
well later purchased and operated the
For! Lauderdale Daily Neows, an unprofit-
able venture which he sold to Gowvernor
Robert H. Gore in 1929 for S65.000.
Unlike the fOy-by-nighters who develop-
ed for profit only, Rodes, Stilwell, Hortt,
Oiye, and many other smaller developers
made their home In the county and
contineed to develop and to contribute
te their communities throoghout the
crash mnd Greal Depression. Thus, they
revealed  their strenpth  of chamcter
during ndversity /9

Il Rodes, Morang, Stilwell, and their
feliow developers appeared fo the public
s bodd, daring entreprenedrs, notive
Washingtonkan  Joseph  Wesley  Young
dwarfed them not only In the extent of
hiz manifeld enterprizes but alse as the
charismatle developer of an enkiee eity.
When Young began to develop Holly-
wood from seratch in 1921, he mostly
purchased land that did not need drain-
age. But his hoddings did inelude the man-
grove swamp aren that abutted the Atlan-
tle Cheean, While Young did dig some
resldential waterways, he concentratod on
constructing his clty on relatively high,
dry land.

As p wicionary and bullder, Young
takes his place with such great Florida

developers as Creorge Memick of Coml
Gahlea, Card Fober of Miand Beach, and
Addison Mizner of Boca Raton, Unlike
thowe developers of entire cities whose
operathons stopped at their city limits,
Young planned to become nof anly
the prime developer of Browsrd County
but the chief architect of south Flarida
development, including the Everglades,
To these onds Young set out to build o
wiorld eeaport In Bay Mabel through
which the narrow and unpredictable
channel of the undenitilized Ezsi Coasi
Canal ran, This shallow lake was Toremed
by spillape of ocvan walor across the nar-
row spit of land which separated the
oeean from the mangrave swamp to the
west, and from the swamp itsell. The
nmamee Bay Mahe] apprams to have been of
comparatively recent dermtion, Early
maps and pioneer settlers like Willism
Cooley neither meconded nor mentioned
it, It appears to have entered the puablic
records when Arihur Willkams purchased
land in bts vieinity and recorded his
purchases in 1BES. The shallow lake, a
mixiure of sali and fresh waler, averaged
a bare three and one hall feel in deplh.
Mevertheless, it covered upwarnds of 4,040
acres.  Young purchased the worthles
lake for a nominal sum. His chiel engi-
neer, Frank C, DHekey, determined that it
cold be dredged near the north end. The
expenditure  of $15000000, siafed
Dickey, would convert Bay Mabel into a
first elass, International seaport.”2

Coming fo south Florida from India-
napalis, Indiana, Young envisioned a
magnificent uture, His seaport would be-
orme the commercial enirepot fo service
all south Flonda, although he realized
that mammoth ports did not thrive, or
evin  ordinarily  survive, on  one-way
trade. To counter this deliciency, ‘l’nung’
envisloned an accelerated drisage and
reclamation  program o develop  the
Everglades. He purchaced land near
Dnvie for sale to small farmers, and affer-
ed to build & tram to deliver produce io
Port Bay Mabel. He reasoned human oc-
cupation woitld fornish agricoltural pro-
ducts for consumption at home and
abroad, In order Eo prepare for and sus-
tain the domestication of the Everglades,
Young' enginesrs drafied plans for o
vocations] school In Hollywood that
would pecommaodnte G000 stodents. That
fgure was ten limes the annual nuember
of high schonl pradontes in Broward
County.™*

The ongineer's  estimate of &
515,000,000 price tag, and the subse-
queni necessity to omploy 1,508 men for
the long-lenm comstruction of Port Bay
Mabel, now Port Everglades, falled to
deter the exuberant Young. Ebullient
bul not egreplous af this stage in his
career, Young grmabbed for the best when
he hired General G, W, Goethals, en-
gineer af the Panama Conal, as window -
drossing for kis project. This ael was
made all the more remarkable becase

Jos. W Youn j

A

s

IO VanDeren

Principal flgures in the crestion of Hollywood includoed devel-
oper Jodaph W, Young, and angineers Frank ©. Dickey snd
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G W Goethals
F.C. DicKevy

Genaral Georgas W, Goathals, Gosthaly had besn chinf engineer
on the Panama Canal,



he was then ervating an entire ety ous
of the wilderness. In pddition, Young
permonally supervised the operation of
his own electre plant ond poblished a
gquality newspaper and a eolorful maga-
gine, If the placement of Geperal Goe-
thals on his payrall might not have con-
vinced investors of the soundness and
quality of hiz inteenational port, Young
purchased an entire guarry in Maine and
chartored eix ships to transpori the jot-
iy rock, Huge guaniities of roeck wems
needed for the two jetties, one mile
long and 1,006k (=1 apart, which would
extend into the ocean and provide a har-
teinr enbrance, 74

Young's mammath wotes project was
hased on the figures submitted to him
by Dickev, kn whom he had placed great
fnith. Dickey personnlly conduected tests
which revenled that mck would be mnch-
od ot o bwelve fooi depth, Diredge spodl -
age would convert worthless mangrove
swamps into land suitable for wares
hasieses, offices, rood and railwoyvs, and
storage (acilities. [ickey planned a
turning basin that would measure 1,500
feet by 2000 feet and & channel entrance
JH feet wide. Beeawse the harbor would
b thiety feet in depth, engineers assert-
ed that the world's largest ships, camying
their wealth-producing cargoes, could
enier and depari with ease, By the frst
week in April 1925, Tnunl hiad his mind-
boggling seaport projpect well under con-
striction, Despite the ephemeral nature
of his connection with the finiched
project, which was completed by the
citles of Fort Lavderdale and Hollvwood,
Young pgave Hrowsrd Countlans s wision
of what could be done with downright
pemicious waterways when courage and
foresight were employed, 7%

Enticed by the hoge waterway deel-
opmenis and stimulated by ihe primal
urge far o helter lifestyle, Inrge migrations
of northerners and midwesterners adeded
thelr energies and culiurl traits o Brow -
ard County. Up Lo thal dme the area had
been dominated by natlve Amercans
from the South and from Kaness, by
Swedes from Mew York, and by Danes
from Wisconsin and Chicago.

The briel Beom period witnessed the
rse of a cosmopolitan, heteropenouws
population. The official state census,
conducied in Febraary 1925, revenled
that Brownrd County had grown o n
population of 14,242 from a 1920 count
of 5,145, and that Lhe fist phase af the
Boom had begun. During the same five
venr period, the incorporated comuni-
tles showed & corresponding but uneven
growth: Fort Lauderdale rose from
2,065 to 5H526: Pompano from 836 to
1.7560; and Dania from 762 to 1,473, Al-
though Davie, Hollywood, Oakland Park
{Floranada), snd Deerficld incorporated
later in the vear, it was too te for in-
clusion in the early conaas, These migm-
tions gave Broward County a chamcter

The first settlers of Pampono congrogated around Lettuce Lake, a notural bady of water
at the mouth af Cypress Creake. By the late 19205, the lake was renamed Lake Samta
Barbara.

as much northem as il ~as southem and
differentiated the area from the startling-
Iy southern charpefer of north Florida.
Then, and for two generatlons thereafter,
the dominanlt force: in Flordds polities
were the “pork chop" policles of the
aarthern secthon of the stafe.

Waterway projecis’ progress in eastemn
Broward County amd the MNapoleon B,
Broward Drainage District, centered in
the central nnd weslern sections, conlin.
unlly engrossed mome county land, By
February 1925, 679,670 acres of the
cointy's tolal acreage of TH0,000 had
been inclieded i the drainage distriet,
thus revealing the enormous extent (o
which the eontral and use of water
dominated Hroward Countians. “This
eighty -seven  percent of the county's
land wai taxed for water wtllization by
the distebet directors, The rutes ranged
from elghty-two cents per acre for those
district areas which had profited the most
from water conteol to ton cents per acre
for the 138,880 mcres that had profibed
the least. As & consequence, tnxes (or the
district rose to 5265,829, No matier how
water and waterways fgured in the total
picture of Broward County development
in 1925, whether for drainage and recla-
mation of farmlands or for welerways as
an indocement for luxury and eommer-
cial ascommodations, water sthll remain-
ed the most Important zingle element
during the Boom, The climax of the
Boom woald come at the end of 19257

Building vpon the dock and seawall
constructed by John Qlsson in 1919,
Fort Lauderdale steadily increased facili-
ties for the burgeoning vachl and plessure
boal trade which made the city a focsl
poinl for waber nctivities. Yochiing setivi-
ties focused an the Anglers Club loeated

in Rodes' Venice, To impose order on the
water traffie, the Ciiy of Fort Lauderdale
appolnted A, J. Garten as [ts first dock-
master im 1923, Garten had his hands fall
in the first full winker season of 1924-25
when more than 1,200 boats of all clzssi-
flcations ardved. AL low tide, New River
Infet could accommodate boats of twelve-
foot draft, while the river’s depth varied
from twelve to 100 feet, The river docks
were 140 leet apart, and the city granted
waler and dockage rights free of charge.
Up the rver, Captain George J. Pilking-
tan operated a yacht basin where he
stored between 200 to 300 yachts during
the summer, In amazement, Fort Lauder-
dale’s residents watehed the largest wacht
doek. Desplte its 211-ton displacement,
which resulied from s 120 by twenty-
three food hull, J. 5. Phipps of New York
easily maneuvernd the Seminole into posi-
tion. The amrival of Phipps" yachi mised
hopes lor s continual growth in atircting
wealthy meén who would invest in Brow-
nrd County ™8

With multiudes af neweomers pouring
into Fort Lauderdaie’s waterfront devel-
apments, the gty fathers directed Doek-
master Garten (o make a meticulows sur-
vey of the waterwayes within the clty
limits in order to deiermine their extent
and navigahility, Garten’s survey revealed
that boals could navignie forly miles of
variois types of slreams. Only walerways
aclunlly in use or upder consiructkon
found a place in his carefully checked and
revised figures. To a Forl Lauderdale
Daity News peporter who accosted him
an Lthe subject, Garten asserted that the
additianal miles contemplaled by repu-
talle developers would add considerabie
mileage nfter completion, Garten®s July
1925 survey Is remarkable in Hght of the
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restricied city limils of Forl Lauderdaie
at thai time, Umiis that would be greatly
extended wilhin o yeur!®

As the 1920 Boom contimued its mol -
Beking pace in treniforming the lifesyle
snd topogrephy of Browsrd Couniy,
wairrwayy frovtoed more public e
tion. A 1-sr development i Pom-
pmo, nown m Urnemee g, ome on
the mprioel The promcien brosdeosss the

conslruction. Eamonds o
far & half howr befors making the retum
trip te Fort Lawderdale, where she an-
chord al 10000 pom Thoughout the
excurslon, the delighied pasengens were
entertalned by an Imported archestra, #0
Early In Movember 1035 a new era of
water transportation opened in Broward
Couniy when itwe heavily:inden ships,
loaded with h'lllllll.'lil imaterial, arved
from Jdoclsonville wvia the Easi
Canul, The Flordds Easi Coasi Rail-

way's |mpositlon of a [relght embarpo
for south Flords several monihd sadler

was responsible for this phenomenon.
The rallway had wal oaly emenpeney

cargn. S0 mamy badlding materials had

E

]

f
i
}
3
|

Flarida, bleased as it was with both the
Atlantie Oieean and the FEast Coast Canal
wi fis oo 84

The Room in Browand County resched
its zonith on & nole of optimism as 1925
ended. To & rabldly expectanl citizenry
ithe Boom seemed, sl i beginning. to
have mo end in sight. The Boom and the
Seplember 1920 hurricane, which deter:
mined the Boom's denourment, indelibly
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fixed themeeives in the cilisenry’s memo-
. Far two gensrations afterwards, Boom

comsquence of the confusion and short-
ages, appalled cltisens estimated the
popialstion o be miech greater than it
peiually was, To sed the citizens” mind sl
rest, Forl Lauderdale city fathers ordered
that m censan b conducted at public ox-
pense, Heverend W. R, Burton, emt-
while minkster of the First Christian
Church, agreed (o undertnke the census
for £06,0(d, Addilonally, the clty fathemn
hoped that the fgures woold be kange
enough o lower the inberest rate on the
huge bond wur which was being finated
Lo e the Malng needs of the population,
Buerton hired thirtess canvassen and com.
pleted the cenis during the fint week of
Decembery 1925 While the reulis weer
uariling. they wrre lem spectacuhr than
memd oberrrn eupecied. Burton prposted
s Fumct of the ciiy = be
15.915; 12425 of whom weer whites and

B AET of whom were hlacks, No onr was
ocounted who had nod lived in the city lew

I
i

i
!
|

i
;
i
|
¥

H
|
5

bute jia third lowsrd the completion af
the harbor. Desgite Youngs Inability
to shoulder his thare of the barden, For
Bay Mabel opened with unsssl Ol
aon February 22, 1928, Iis skimpy facili-
tien for handling cargoes hardly gualified
it ma 0 world srapord. Wilh the formal
apeilng af the porl, however, the founds-
tons of Howasnd County’s waterways
were Vilually exmpletod. Later enormmous
sdditians have, for the most part, followed
modifications of the basic features [of
which Broward Countlam worked & guar-
let ol & cenlury. *4

Mever did & vidonary possess so much
imagination with s few mesns ol bis dis-
poml o scoomplal them o did Dr.
Thomai E. Wil He lived alirrmuiely in
thr Lake ieechober tepion and 50 Fon
Lavderdale. Tha former collepe presi-
drel, who becsmw he Everglades” oo
bl bowtmitat Loz Dwn grosTRihots FTpY -
md bl vishen in & wpeech before ithe

Houmw where Dr. Thomas E Will lwed i the lete 18300, iocated on Southwen Gth
Avenus betwesn Southwest Znd Strest and Southwert Jrd Strest, Fort Laoderdsle.
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PROOF THAT DREAMS DO COME TRUE

Raprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, Friday, Movember 19, 1920, page 2.

When Las Olas Boulevard was built a
few vears ago comnecting FL Lauderdale
with Las Olas Beach it was cut through
the heart of 3 vast jungle, a swamp of
mud and an almost impenctrable growth
of buttonwood snd mangrove. an ugly
ot on the surface of naturr,

Even before that time a Sentinel
Reporter taking a trip through the tiny
wlands amd mangrove kevs  sdpoining
this swamp w Lake Valbel snd the mouth
of New River lit his pipe and wrote a
dream of the time when the energy,

estate firm of Hortt and [ve punchased
these waste tracts of land from the van-
wnes owners s in Febmary the organiza-
tion which was to andertabe this work,
which s the bi
undertaken in  Browand County, was
formed. The stochbolders st Thomas N,
Stilwell, William H. Morsehes, R, D, Kauf-
man snd Emest Hll, all of Asderson,
Indiana, and M. A, Hortt and R E. Dye
of this city. The company was incor-
porated s the New River

Company, with William . Momches,

winter/spring 1885 19





