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Churches of
Fort Lauderdale
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ing faithfully together from that Eime
to the present, accomplishing much
during this time for the church and doing
its share in Red Cross work,

In the spring of 1920, the soclety
took up work of ralsing funds by sub-
seripilons and entertalnments for the
bullding of & new church. This was made
possibde with the work of & small con-
gregation and cooperation and penerosity
of citizens and friends from afar, How-
ever, the Impressive bullding, St An-
thony's church, now standing on Las
(¥ns Boulevard, could never have been
accomplished if it had not been for Rev,
Father Thomas J, Plunkett, known as Lhe
“Builder Priest,” giving generously and
uptiringly of his knowledge, time and
phyaieal labor. ‘This beautiful church
was enected Bo the honor and glory of
God, The church was dedicated De-
cember 17th, 1922, by the Ri Rew,
Bishop Barry, D.D,, of 5t, Augustine,

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The First Presbyteran Church af Fi
Lauderdale was organized in the South
Methodist church building on Apsl 14,
1912, by Rev. R. W. Edwards, Pastor
evangelist of the Presbytery of Floride.

There were nine charter members of
whom three, Mr. and Mra. W. O. Berry-
hill and Mrs. J. K. Gordon, are st present
active members of this church. In the fall
of 1912, Dy, C. L. Work came to this
city, on sccount of poor health, and
fMinding an organized church withowt a
leader, assumed the pastormte and served
in thal capacity until his death in August
1914, At this time there were 53 active
members and all church meplings were
held In the bullding now oecupied by the
Queen Theatre,

Following the death of Dr, Work, the
church had supply pastors ontil October,
1913, when Dr. H. 5. Ddmming was call-
od as pastor.

Daring Dr. Dumming’s pastomate, with
the help of lriends of the church and the
dntiring efforts of the members, the
present church building was erected, and
Inter the Social Hall was added by the
Ladies" Aid Society,

Dr. Dumming served the church as
pastor for three years, resigning af thai
time to take up evangelistic work in
Mew York State.

The church then called Dr, W, L.
Atkisson, who ks the present pastor,

The church has a missionary society
with M C. B Currier as president,
Mre. Clarence WHEIE. vice-president and
Mrs, J. G. Ewing, secretany - Lreasurer.

There is an [nteresting Sunday School
of 125 members. Col. Robert Reed s
the superintendent, with able asslstants
in Mr. O, B, Caswell as assistant super-
intendent, and J. B. Breon secreiary-
Lreasurer.

The Ladies' Ald Boclety is a very

pctive part of church organization and
the fnaneial suweeess of the church s
due largely to the untiring efforts of
this body of women, Mm, J. E. Breon Is
the efficient prosident of this socety
and she is ably assisted by Mr. J G,
Ewing, ﬂm-pmlﬂeul, Mm. J. K. Gor-
don, freasurer and Mre J. D. Sherwin,
FecTUiany.

This report would pot be complets
without mentioning the Chrstlan En-
deavor and Boy Scout organization of
the church,

Mre O, B Caswell s the gdvisor of
the Senior Endeaver, with Vernon Clin-
ton a3 prestdent; Dorothy Dahlguist,
vice predbdent; Aleda Olander, reconding
secretary; Leonard Jeffries, treasuper;
Elizabeth Atkizaon, chairman missionary
committes; [Ivy Berryvhill, chairman
praver committee; Winifred Stilwell,
chatrman  Soclal committees; Florence
Stilwell, chalrman Information commit-
tee and Winifred Dahlguist, planist. The
Junior Endeavor with Dorothy Jenkins,
presldent; Frank James Clinton, vice
president; Barbars Blakely, secreiary:
and Clarence Powell, treasurer.

The larger boys in the Sunday school
have & Boy Scout organization of 24
membors known as Troop 4, with BMr
0, B. Caswell as scoutmaster,

There is being organized a Junior
scout troop for the younger boys. With
pll these orgonizations working the
church hopes to o on record as helping
to muke Fi. Lauderdale a good place in
which o live,

“Whosoever shall nol receive the
Kingdam of God os o Witle child shall
in no wizse enter themin ™

To these who have a deep and sy¥m-
pathetic lnsight Into the motives and
thoughts of the colored folk, this scrip-
ture has a significant meaning. In all
the denominations, there are no people
who accept the Bible in ils entirety,
without “taking or adding to" & do
these children of the Black Race, In what
might be considered a erude manner of
Iinberprotation, the great underying fun-
damentals ame accepied without guestion
and regeneration with all the other long
terms of “ptions™ mean liktle to them,
but they have a perfect understanding

aof Sin, HRepestanee and Forghveness,
Ewen to being converted and reconverted,
baptized and rebapiized with an abdding
fabth that these manifestations of repent-
afcE are scceptable,

They are well versed In the different
creeds of thelr churches in Fi. Lauderdale
and their chureh life mesne muoch to
them. The Episcopal service |s read by
Henry Edgecombe, a man whoe In the
pasaing wvesrs will be looked back upon
as one who stood for the uplifilng of
hiz race, & lovreader of sbility and o tire-
less worker.

It 5 o matter of greal regret that the
few quaint customs of Ft. Lauderdale
are fast passing away, one of the most
interesting is the baptismal service of the
codored people. This ordinance usually
is the culminatien of a series of emotion-
ol sermons with many converts, On Sun-
day aftemoon they gather at the church
and prepare to march to the beach lor
baptism, the candidates being dressed
in bong white robes and heads uncover-
ed, The minister, Bible in hand, leading
the way, the march iz taken up with
men, women and children lallowing
on foot, with a noticeable absence of
levity. The impresive feature of this cis-
tom s the singing. A faint sound of
melody seems to foat into the beautiful
Sunday afternoon, and as the procession
spproaches the music growing sweeter
and clearer as high sopranos and deep
basses take up one familiar hymno after
another, and as they swing onto the
Boulevard, the music reaches itz height
of expression. Oblivious te all surround-
Ings they pour forth their songs of wor-
ship, gathering volume and sweetness
until it seems of necessity that there
must be a pause, a lfdng of the hat In
reverence for a moment at least, by those
who look upon this scene,

On reaching the Atlantie Ocean a
fiery sermon & delivered by the minks-
ter, and the ordinance of baptlom sdmin-
istered i the presence of many white
peeple, some who jeer, and others who
have the understanding of the lives of
these simple beliovers,

The practical demonstration of their
religion i3 shown in their greal respect
and care for the aged and their unselfish
care of the orphans in their midst,
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