The many faces of

Guy [. Metca

by HENRY E. JOHNSON, 11I

It has been said of ﬂl.l.;l' I. Metcall
that he was one af the most industdous
men in Florida's histery. Entreproneur,
publisher, renl esiste developer, and
politician, he was one of a group of colar-
ful chamecteérs who migrated to the sonth-
cast Florida froatier in the late nine-
teenth century. Many different historical
sources have mentloned Motcall in pas-
glng, but none has explored in depth the
career of thls truly unigue individual
Although his public and private careers
woare centered in Palm Beach County, he
also played a major role n opening the
MNew River region.

Guy Metcall"s llustriows enrser bagan
on February 24, 1887, with the founding
of the Jndion River News, one of the first
nowspapers In southeast Florids Located
in Melbourne, the newspaper catapultod
Metcalf, ns s editor and owner, into the
public eve through [tz biting editorinls
and cryptic Hterary style.d Metcalf had
a real eve for the future, and he envision-
ed an enormous amount of growth on the
southeast coast of Florida 5o, oven as
his career as a nowspaperman ‘was in is
infarey, he moved his nowspaper further
south, to the town of Juno, on March 18,
1881, and changed lis name to The
Trogieal Sun. 2

duno, situated at the northern end of
Laks Worth, was the ideal location for
g nowspapor. In 1890, the small settle-
mant had become the county seat of

Dade County. One of the largest coun-
tles in Florids, Dade, at that toe, ex-
tended from the upper Feys to what s
new Stuart,?

The Tropical Sun soon earmned the
title of the "working man's newspaper.”
It was the only newspaper in Dade Coun-
t¥ and the official organ for the entire
Palm Beach area.d

Shortly after the sdtablishment of The
Tropical Sur, Metcall decided to expand
and diversify hls operations. Like many
of Florda's early ploneers, he saw an

unlty to buy great expanses of
land for relatively liktle money, Using
his newspaper a5 collntoml, Guy bor-
rowed large sums of mopey to huy
land and set up the Tropical Real Estate
Exchonge. Naturnlly, he used his news-
paper to further his entreprenuvirial ex-
plofts by running a column in each edi-
tion  called **Tropical Heal Estake
where he pdvertised not only his own
land, but other property in the ares for
sale, for & modest percent af the profit,
af colirse.?

Guy Meteall was soon a sueoessful
businessman, However, something was
about to happen which would %
canily enrich his life; he was Lo mest
Edith Augusta Laesy. The chanes meet-
ing was described in great detall many
yenrs later by thelr son, Lacey Metcalf,

Edith Lacey, a talonted viclinist (rom
Guy's hometown of Niles, Ohio, had

comi to Florida for her health, She stay-
ed at E. N, “Cap" Dimick's Cocoanut
Grove House in Palm Beach. One after-
noon, the Dimicks fook her on o boat
trip to Juno to watch the young country
editor gel out his weekly paper. The
editor, not expecting visitors, wom his
old ink-stained ved fManpel shirt and
overalls. The press was out of kilter and,
as he struggled with it, the prefty Miss
Lacey made teasing remarks After she
left, Guy vowed (o get éven with the
“Yankes Girl" even If he bad o marmy
her. @

The wedding took place In Miles,
Ohio, In June, 1892 As Metealls extm-
currcular @ctivities increased, Mr. 5.
Eobo Dean became his assistant editor.
Dean was later (o become the editor of
what is today the Palm Beach Post amd
Times, 7

About the same tme that Guy was
courting Edith Lacey, he was also moving
Into & mew phese of his career, that of
road bullder. In the late nineteenth cen-
tury, Dade was the state’s largest county
in area, but with a very spame popula-
tlon, Most of the early ploneers settled
around Dade’s two major bodies of waber,
Lake Worth and Biscayme Hay., The
“Lake"™ had muscle enough in 1889 o
soatch the county seat away from the
“Bay" in & legal élection, much to the
chagrin of the Bicayne Bay people,d

Between these two rival areas, separat-
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ed by more than sixty miles of pinelands,
swamps, and alligators, travel was diffi-
cullt at best. Two modes of transportation
wore avallable to travelers in those days:
a st vovage or & walk azlong the beach
like the famed “Barefoot Mailman,"
Qcean woyages could be hazardous, and
might take several days, depending upon
the prevalling winds. Walking the beach
was scenle but rigorous, and it was im-
possible to move cargo by that roude,
Prople needed & road. The Dade County
commisioners pald E. L. White, o survey-
ar from Lemon City on upper Biscaype
Bay, 50 to lay out a road from Juno
to Lemon Clty. Then, in an stiempt o
save money and labor, they cul off the
upper twenty-slx miles, since a boat
line already provided adequate Lrans.
portation along the lake @

Thus the road was te be built [rom a
small settlement at the south end of Lake
Worth called Lantana to Lemon City.
The ecommissioners hired the young
newipaper oditor who boasted that ke
could build such & road at an astenishing-
Iy low cost of 524.50 per mile, Con-
structing the rosd copsisted of clearng
an sight foot wide stelp of tress, stumps,
palmettoes, and recks, The fist wagon
to use the road imprinted the rutsJ0
The bridges to eross the small streams
were bullt by Peter W. Merritt, a bridge
builder from Kentucky. Mew River, the
decpest waterway on the roube, wis
crossmd by a ferry. !4

Obviously, Guy Metcalf did not get
into the road business just to make
money on construction. As soon as tho
road was completed, in December 1883,
Meteall began (ke [lirst stagecoach lino
an the new foute, The company wis
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The masthead of “The Trapieal Sun" (above) reflects the
themes of transportation and agriculture, both wital (o the
early development of south Florida Guy Metcall (below,
ns he appeared when he published “The Tropical Sun"™)
maved the paper from Juno to West Palm Beach in 1895,
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ealled the Blscayne Bay Stage Line, and newd Lo employ someons to manage his
consisted of fwo canves-covered spring- tent facility and opemie the femy across
lesz wagons, each drawn by two mules 2 the New River. His choicé for the job was
The stage required two days to teavel an equally ambitious younj man fharmed
from Lantans to Lemoen City with an Frank Stranahan, whom gome historians
overnight stopover at the ferry site on acknowledge as the founder af the ity
the Mew River. Guy Metcall rented land of Fort Lauderdale. i 4
at the ferry site from the Brickell famiiy Careful research has revesled thal Guy
of Miami and set up a tent eity. The tents Meteall and Frank Stranshan both me-
wore placed in A circle around a Iam gided in Melbhourmne during the [ate
campfire which provided light and he]p-ed nineteenth century and were active In
to keop mosguitoes away, On January 25, community affaire In 1887, both men
1833, the first southbound stage lefi were signatories of the fimt Melboume
Lantana with an enthusiastic Guy Met-  clty charter.!5 Apparently, their bonds
call aboard Being a good journalist, were desper than those of fdondship
Mebtcall wrote about the entire trip and and commean Interest. Correspondence in
printed it in his newspaper. As one the Frank Stranahan collection of the
Dade Codnty historinn  described  it, Fort Lauderdale Historical Spclety roveals
“The plan wos lor the stage to mun three & the between the Stranahan and Metcall
Gmes & week As the southbound stage families in northesstern Ohio, and close
left Lantann, & nordhbound stage lefi serutiny of the public mecords in NMiles,
Lemon City. AL the end of the day they Ohio, indicates that Guy's mother and
would deposit their passengers and hag- Frank's mother were sisters.f 6

gage at Guy Matcalfs tent camp and then Guy Irwin Metealf was born in MNiles,
return the next day with the second sai Ohio, §n 1866. His parents came Lo
of passengers,” 11 Florida when he was a8 boy, and brought

With all that Motcall waa invelved in, him on a stretcher. Hiz health was poor,
it spon became apparent that be would and they had despalred of his life. The
i beneficent infuences of the climate and
the ouldeor life restored him, however,
and he completed his education at Can-
field, Ohie, Mormal Training School
Frank Stranahan was alse borm in Ohlo,
and grew up sixieen miles northeast of
Nikes, in the emall town of Vienna, where
his father was & Preshyierdian minkster.f 7
In & letter that Frank Stranahan receiv-
ed from Viennn, dated February 19,
188G, his [nther wrota:

We iwere af Mefcal"s 0 couple of weeks
age hul they wore nol af home, We found
Rozs ond Al wife there. Jusi as e were
abow! reody fo plord Uache Henry ond
Aunl Armorda drove wp, They aliphied
d'!mr ww left, We did nol weri fo ropeal
the scénés of Fhe day thal fhey come

) ‘Ij’!‘_
/7Y 4

Arthad's conception af
Frank Stranshan’s camp at Tarpon Bend on New River, in
1893 {from “Historical, Mysterious, Picturesque Now River,'
Friends of tha Library of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Ine., 19T8-1973},
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here ., . I Aunt Bech knew how things
were, she would fum ovar in her Frave
Such manners ond greediness [ onoover
sy, 48

A second letter from Robert Stmna-
han, Frank's father, dated Vieona,
December B, 1586, states:

I know of nothing speciolly inieresi.
g Meteall's folks hove gome to Florida
Charlte & the only one al home. [Cuy
had a brother, Charbes P. Motealf |49

The strongest evidence of the relation -
ship between Guy Metcall and Frank
Stranahan may be found in & letber writ-
ten on stationary with the letterhead of
“The Tropical Real Estate Exchange."
This letter, dated New River, January 31,
1883, was written by Frank Siranahan
to his brother in Vienna:

One weelk ago forgght [ left Melbourme,
Here [ am in eamp, Twe of s, myself
and darkey eook, Wil you join usf My
neares! neighbor & Copl, O'Nedl [Dennis
O'Neill], Quy and Lnele Will were here
laxf waek, 20

Guy Metcalls father was Willinm L
Megtcall.

During Ciuy MoetealMs short carser /s
a road builder he constructed two roads,
the route from Lantans to Lemon City
and a small road from Mangonks to
Juno ! Then, in 1893, Henry Flagler
came roaring into the area like an eco-
nomie hurricane and began to bulld his
great winter resort st Falm Beach. By
1895, it was becoming apparent that
with the extension of the milroad and
the ereation of Falm Beach, the area was
destingd to boom with new growth.
Guy Metcalf always liked to bo where the
actlon was, so he moved his newspaper
from Juno to West Falm Beach, s mew
town on the west side of Lake Worth,
The Industdous editor and his assoclate,
Bobo Dean, boaded all their equipment
onto o barge and foated it down the
Inke. After ardiving in West Palm Beach,
the two set up shap on the north side
of Clematis Streel, two blocks from the
lake, 72

Gy Metcalls The Tropleal Sum was
nat the [ist newspaper In West Palm
Beach. Just one year prior to lts ardval,
a man named C, M. Gardner started o
newspaper called the Gasetieer, Mr.
Gardner did not seem to have much
luek with newspapers. The Gosafteer
burned to the ground in a fire which
destroyed much of downtown West
Palm Beach in February 1896. Shortly
thereafter, Gardner sold what was lefi
of his newspaper bo the Dean brothers.
This paper evolved into the present-day
FPolm Beach Paily News, Gardner then
went to Miami and started a second
paper, Cur Sunny Land, bot eventualby
went broke, 3

While Gardner was In West Palm

Beach, the rivalry betwesn the town's
two editors was flerce. Gardner was
described a5 a black-whiskered, frock-
coated man of uncertain temper and a
heavy drinker, When the Gazetieer was
lste in publication, Gardner blamed i
on his drunken printer. Since he was
the sole factotum of the plant, there
wis no doubt 2 to the identity of the
“drunken printer,” Al one time the
two editors met in combat, Gardnoer,
toting a pistol, was felled by Mebcalf,
prmed with o printer's malleg, 24

A short time after Gardner went
broke In Minmi, he refumed o Wesi
Palm Beach to visit. He began tsunting

Marcus Frank of West Palm Beach to
step outside his mother’s store. Frank
did, drew a line with his toe on the
dirt street, and (old Gardner, “‘Step
over that line and Il kill you!™ Gard-
ner did, and Frank shot bim dead, Inte-
restingly emough, an inguest was never
held. The local officials simply ruled
the shooting “‘self defonse, 28

Guy Meteall continued Ffor six mom
years as owner and editor of The Tropicel
Ewn. Then, on April 4, 1902, ho sold
the newspaper 0o the Model Land Com-
pany, which was owned by Henry Flag-
ler. 28 In the early 1900s, raileoad build-
ers In Florlds were granted B,000 acres
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This advertisement for *“The Tropieal Sun" sppeared in the V' Business
Directory, Guide and History of Dade County, Fla far 1B98-97,"
which was printed on "“The Tropical Sun® presa, but was pablished by

Metcall's rival, C.M, Gardner.
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James E Ingrabam, vice.president of the F.E.C, Rallway and
president of the Model Land Company, which purchased

*The Troplcal Sun' in 1902,

af land for every mile of track that they
laid, The Model Land Company was slm-
plv & holding company designed to
ligubdste the land Flagler recelved as
e bullt his rallrogd south.?? Flagler
bought The Tropical Sun primarily to
holp promote land esles, and ho tumed
it oyer to Harlsn W. Brush to edil and
Fum. £

In Sepiember 1902, Guy's father,
attomey Will Meteall, becams r judge
in West Falm Beach, 2% Thiz event seemed
to launch Guy into a whole new career =
that of politician. In 1904, Guy Meticall
entersd the political arenn through the
one avende jn which he was originally
tralned, education. He was elected as
one of the three tristess of Dade Coun-
ty's School District Mo, 1,90

On June 27, 1885, Dade County had
beett hraken up into four schoal dis-
tricts. District Ne, 1 embraced all that
portion  Iying beiween the nosthern
boundsry of the county and the Hillihara
Imlet. District Mo, 2 included all of the
county from the Hillshore Inket to the
sputh line of section forty, known as
the Jonathan Lewis Donation Grant.
District No, 3 was to include afl the
eounty From the Jonathan Lewis Dona-
tion Grant to the southernmost point
of the mainland, District No. 4 mcluded
Elliott Key and all other slands and keys
adjacent therepo®! By 1904, when Guy
Mateall ran for office, most of thess
sehool districis had been subdivided Into
nine separaie districis, bui Distriet No.

1 remained the lnrgest and most heavily
popualated,

Many things oecurred In the north-
em end of Dede County during the
vears that Guy Metcall served ns frustee
of School Distrlet No. 1. The other two
trustees were Dr. H.C. Hood, one of the
first doctors in the West PFalm Beach
aren and one of the clty’s ordginal found-
arg, and Mr. H.T. Grant.¥? South Florids
wis In Itz infapey ot this time. However,
the Palm Besche: were booming with
new Inhahitants and millions of radlroad
doflare, Construction was golng on every -
whore, and schools had to be erected to
edueate the many ehllden who were
being browught into the amea by their
parvnis.

Guy Moteall was an Innovator and
quite [requently did things his own
way. This particular giirk in his charae-
ter was to cause his downfall. J. R, An-
thony was ebected (o represent Special
Tax School District No. 1 on the Dade
County School Board, and a viclous
rvalry ensued between Anthony and
Moteall.?7 As a trusiee, part of Met-
call’s job was to scout the county for
possible school sites whenever a parti-
cular group of poople within his distriel
petitioned the school board for a schoal,
After he located p sulfable gte for the
new sehool, the petitioners were Lo mise
5250 for the cost of lumbor (supplied
by Gearge Lainhart) and provide plenty
af men to build the school. The schoal
board would provide a teacher, After the

school was opened, it was the trustee's
Job bo =ee to it that the bullding was kept
In good repair, thot there were enough
desks for each student, and enough lext-
books to go around, Among the other
duties of the frustees were recommend-
ing teachers for mopewal for the next
vear; making oui a lnancial statement
Tor each fGscal year, including the budget
lfor the upcoming year and all itemized
cosls; and procuring lransportation for
students, ¥  Transportation  fecilitbes
nsually consisted of & school boat that
ran up and down Lake Worth, Howoer,
the most comman mode of fransporia-
tion, especinlly for hlacks, was walking.

Guy Metcall was @ mon who was used
to moking his own mules and running his
own business necording to his valuss
Thus, even though he was an extremely
innovative individeal, he was bropres-
sible when it came to rules and regula.
tions. One pnoiable example of Megcalls
vawillingness to abide by establizhed
rules can be found in an affidavit swom
by Dade County's Superintendent of
Public Instruction, R, E. Hall, in 1914,
On July 1, 1907, sccording to this af.
fidavit, Meteall borrowed from Hall's
office in Miami, Minute Book Number
Two of the School BEcard, containing
the official minutes from Janunary 1897
to July 1905, The book was never re-
tumed, ¥S  The disappearance of Lhe
minute book appears to have been con-
nected to pecenl developments in the
ohgoing batile between Metcall and JH.
Anthony,

On January 25, 1908, charges wers
filed with the school board of Dade
County by JR, Anthony against the
three trustees of School District Ne. 1.

Judge Willlam L Metcalf, Guy's fuiher,
stands al opper left in this 1919 photo-
graph af Lake Worth aren pioneers (photao
courtesy af the Historical Society of Palm
Beach County),
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Completed in 1905, the Central School bullding for which Meteall hatiled
I8 now part of Twin Lakes High Sehoal [n West Palm Beach,

These charges included: 1) derelictlon
of duty; ) failure to maintain school
property; 3} foilure to apply for state
pid by the allotted desdline and losing
ZH00 in revenues for the district; 4)
failure to pay the janitors; 3) failing
to maintaio snitary conditions st the
West Palm Bench school, and causing the
health department to close the school;
&) knowingly hiring the firm of Smith
and Grier to build a school at the end
of Hibiscus Sireet in West Palm Beach
for 540,000 and withholding the war-
rants for the mopey in order to sxclude
the archifect; T} by withhelding the
moaey far the néw school, violating
the conbmct with the builder, causing
the builder to sue; B) stopping all con-
struction on the new school “on the
hill" because of the builder’s suit; and
6} durng the summer of 1907 entering
inte & secrel contract with the teachers
of School District No. 1 to pay them
more money per month than the scheaol
board had agreed ko pay them, Changes
six and seven specifically cited Guy
Mercalf 4

On the morming of Tuesday, Feb.
raary 4, 1908, the tustess of School
Dstriet Me. 1 — Guy Metealf, Dr. Hood,
and George L. Branning — appesred be-
fore the school board to answer these
chargea, The trusiees were accompanied
by their coumsel, Will Metealf. A rather
violent argument ensued between Guy
Metcall and JR. Anthony, bui the

final decision of the board was to drop
all cherges againat the trustees in retum
for assurance that all the problems
spoken of In the charges would be cor-
rected 7

Despite  his  controversial methods,
Meteal["s main concern was the education
of the youth in School Distrdet No, 1,
Securing adequate facilities was an im-
portant priority In the relatively new
whool system. The first classes in Wiesi
PFalm Beaeh had met in the Union Con-
grogational Church at the northwest
corner of Ofive ond Datum stoeels in
15%4.48 In 1895, the Board of Public
Instruction approprialed the sum of
%500 towards the erection and furmn-
ishing of a public school building in
‘West Palm Beach on the conditions that
the citizens fumish at least 5500, and
that Henry M. Flagler give a further
sum of 8500 and a deed, in fee simple,
to a suoitable lof of not less than one
hall an acoe, ¥ #

As a result of this three-way pari-
nership, & two-story, four-room school
building was erected on the southwest
comer of Dixie Highway and Clematis
Street¥? This 1895 school met the
needs of the commuonity until the eady
19005, Onece elected brustee, Guy Mok-
calfl wsed his position to influence many
of the large land developers in the area
to provide for educationnl needs. It has
also been suspecied that it was Mofcall
who influenced Ellen Potfer in 1207

to el nine scres of land to the Dade
County Schoo! Board for 51,000 per
acre for a “central school™ for all the
children of the area. Later Mrs., Potier
donated an additional five acres of land
to the school site.d! This schoal was
located ot the end of Hibiscus Street in
West Palm Bench. Behind the school
was Freshwaier Lake, a favorite [ish-
ing spot for local anglers. 42

West Palm Beach ploneer Paul Majes-
kl remembers: “Everyons connected with
the [eentral] school was cstracized. No
one wanted thelr child going to school
wiy oul there with the snakes and alli-
gators."” Truly, the school “away out in
the woods,” s it was commonly known,
appeared at the time o be a real alba-
tross. ¥ Not only had it taken s great
deal longer to build than onginally an-
ticipated, due in part to Mr. Metcall,
but Its cost now far exceeded the ori-
ginal 540,000 set aside in bonds to
pay for it Some estimates on the actual
codt of the school on Hibiscus Street
were i high as §65,000.4¢ This terribly
tumultuous situation only served to
deepen the hatred between Meteall and
his counterpart on the Dede County
School Board, J.F. Anthony. Finally
the school was finished, The date was
January 1, 1909, As a side note, even
though Metcall was grestly ridiculed
at the time for bullding such & large
school, the structure was overcrowd-
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Separated from Dade County in 1909, Palm Beach County originally encom passed
all or part of today's Martin, Okeechobes, Palm Beach and Broward countles,




ed and an extension needed to be built
within four yesrs.

Even while struggling to completes
the new schoal, Guy Meteoll was active
in yot another politieal ssue — the drive
to create & new county rom the north-
ern poartlon of Dade. As southesstomn
Florida conlinued to grow, the huge
counly became more and more un-
wieldy, and differences bofween its
two population centers at Lake Worth
and &t Biscayne Bay grew sharper, A
1837 article on Guy Metcall from the
files of the Historical Scciety of Palm
Beach County reports that:

Aceording to all reports, Guy Met-
caif was the [first cifizen fo suggcs!
the creation of Polm Beach county,
wnd he olie suggesied fhe name af
Peim Beach for the new county,
Al his inztonce, @ meeling inferesé-
od cifizens of Weet Palm Beach omd
wicinity, o publle meeting wos cal-
led, ond a new counly commifiees
was agpointed, eonsisiing of Max
Sirkin, H.C. Hood, RJ. Chilling-
worth, Guy L Melealf, M. E. Gruber,
O Slewers, AP Arlhony, LW
Burkhardl, On this commitles Gy
Meteolf wes one of the most eclive
ond useful members, and prabably
e privale person conlnbuléd more
af time, thowghl, enengy and means
cecording fo ability than ke to pro-
mofe the crialion af the counly, 44

Alfter an uphill struggle of over two
voars, Meteall's efforts bore frult on
Aprll 30, 190%, when the Florida Legls-
lature created Palm Heach County. The
piw county stretehed from the St. Locie
Inlet to a point corresponding nppmﬂ
mately to Flomnada Hoad in today's
Onkiand Park, and west to Lake Okee-
chobee.

Guy Meteall continued in the office
af trustee of Speclal Tax School Distried
Mo, 1 until he resigned on June 11, 1912,
Oddly enough, he had been reelected to
his position for an sdditionsl two-year
term just eight months prior, on October
B, 1911.9F The question has bo be asked,
“Why did he and the two other trustees
resign?™” The answer may be found in
the knowledge that Guy Meical (s enemy,
J4.R. Anthony, was made editor of Met-
calf’s old newspaper, The Tropicol Sun,
on January 1, 191247 It is posible that
to prevent public serutiny and scandal
at the hands of his arch-rival, Metealf
simply quit

Interestingly enough, Anthony realgn-
ed as editor af The Tropical Sun a Hithe
more than o year after he took on the
job, and Guy Metcall again ran for the
aofftce of school trustee on Sepiember
11, 191348 This time, however, he
wis unsuesessful.

Meteall"s political strength along the
entire sast eoast of Florida, as well as In

Falm Beach County, was always a factor
in area elections. He was an ardent pro-
hibltlonlst. One of the most spectacular
poditical contests in Florida was waged in
1910, when Metcall won the nomination
in the Democratic primaries for the of-
flee of clerk of the circoit court af
Falm Beach County. The office was
denied him, however, in the gengral
election In November, when he was
defeated by Hutson B. Saunders, an in-
dependent. Two years later, Meteall
again ran for the office of clerk of the
cireuit court, but was defeated in the
primaries by George O, Butler 49

Through the Afuence of Claude
L'Engle, United States congressman ai
large, Meteall was appointed postnuaster
at West Palm Beach on December 4,
1913.4% In the following months, he
worked very hard for the city, expanding
the postal service to keep up with the
ever-growing microcesm Then, swdden-
Iy, the fickle finger of fate again pointed
to Guy Motcall, and he was removed
from his position by the postmaster
goneral, Paul Majeski remombers:

IT was during a fime when the post
office was very frugelly run AN
husiness transaciions thof occurmed
in the post office had fo be stricily
on a cosh besls One of the cliy’s
more prominent businezsmen made
a purchase from the post office
Unforfunaiely, this local merchani
hed no cesh on him at the time, buf
becouse he was such an importani
Ipcal figure, Mr. Metealf allowed
him Io write & business check for
ike purchase. As soon a5 the posi-
master generel saw the check in
Mr. Melcalfs deposits, ke imme-
digtely suspended Guy a5 posi-
muasher, &8

The date was Auvgust 13, 191552
Again, Guy Metcall was the topic of
much local gossip. He then retired to &
life of reclusion,

Guy Mueteall was never one to stay
innctive. In the Democmtic primaries of
1916 he was nominated, and was sub-
saquently elected to the office of school
suporintondent of Palm Beach County,#3
The following year, 1917, dawned in a
flurry of political and coltural bedlam
Sidney J. Catts was sworn in a3 Florida's
new governor on Janwary 1, 1917, and,
on the local level, Guy Meteall was swom
in as school superintendent.#4 In April,
the United States entered World War 1.
Every day, the newspapers were filled
with the horrors of that conflict. The
citizensy af every community were putting
their full attentlon to destroying the
“German menace” In the “war to end
all wars ™

The Metcalfs® two sons, Lacey and
Paul, both joined the cosst guard and
were stationed in Key West. 55 Naturally,

very litile newspaper space was now
duvoted to anything as trivial as the af-
fairs of the local school board, A small
article in The Folm Beoch Post in Jan-
unry 1918 scknowledged that Paul Met-
ealf had just besn promoted to the rank
of chiel peity officer, making him, ai
nineteen, the youngest officer in the
coast guard,®8 His parents were exireme -
ly proud, Other than local social evenis,
virtually nothing appeared in the local
newspapers concerning the Palm Beach
County school system until Febrsary
T, 1918,

On that date, In the middle of the
front page, a streamer read, *Guy Met-
call Arrested on Forgery Charge and His
Suspension from Office Jjsked” The
articte began by rhetorically relating how
the sheriff, Bob Baker, had gone Lo the
Metcall home on Datum Street at sight
.., with a warmani swom ouf by Wl
Diwer, chairman of the county school
board, The sherilf found Metcall in bed
when he reached the house, After Met-
call was ploced under arrest he was allow
ed Lo remain at home for the night on his
own recognizance, ifo rmport to the
sherifs office at nine the next moming.
Later, when interviewed by o roporter,
Motcall seemed Mushed and wery agi-
tated. He told reporters that the incident
was a mistake, and would be straightened
out the next day, 57

Chalrman Dyer stated that the sction
agalnat Superintendent Meteall grew out
of the fact that at the superdntendent's
request he had signed o waresnl on Jun-
uary 19 for 533349, for the cstensible
purpose of taking up a bill of lading for
a shipment of domestic sclence equip-
ment for the West Palm Beach schools.
The chairman sald that the board had
suthorized him to sign such & warrant,
anticipating that the shipment would
arrive  between the monthly meetings
of the board. Cver went on to say that
the matter was then dropped, but when
he boter inguired about the dmft, which
should have been tumed in with the
bill of lading, he found that no such
draft had been received,*#

The next day, the school boand,
checking over the warmanis issued, found
that thers was no voucher for the warmnt
in question, and asked the suporintendent
where it was. Unable to produce this
voucher, Meicall stated that It must be
at one of the banks. The board then
requested that he go and get the voocher
and bring it back to the board by three
oclock that sftemoon, Dyer simted that
the board waited well beyond three
o'clock before calling the sherdfls office
end swearing out 8 warmant for the
superintendent’s amest, The board also
directed a letter to Governor Catis,
stating brefly the particulars of this
distasteful situation and ssking not only
for the suspension of Guy Meteadl from
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the office of superntendent, but also
for an sudit of all his books, 5 #

That afemoon, Wednesday, Frbroary
g, 1918, Meical! came home vislbly per-
purbed. William Barn, an stioroey and a
gusit in the Meicall home of the toe
peintiewd G’y wmusweal state and mguired
= o s origs. Melcall told hism St
thing hied bres mived aod blureed iz bl
mined for some time. He reiermed to B

dealt upon which be wa alleped o bExwe
oin=ed moery from e shool board
under [alse prvienes, mnd told B
Gt be had oo ecollection of bawiag
potien e mossy, sod (et i be odid
prt i, be &d nol inow wht be e
doss with L Borm ety teciifed Skt
Nrtcall bad Wwid him sboot a3 onth
befors thai be belleved his mind waa
affected. Metcall had bewn il for svel
weeks, and was loft viibly dhaken by all
thet hed occurmed that day.

After the arrival of the sherff snd the
reporters ot the Meteall home, Guy re-
portedly could nol deep. He arcse at
theee o'dlock In the moming and told
his wile that he was going to his office

to work om the books. He told her that
he would be heme for breakiast, 50

The day dawned, n cool, clear Febru-
ary moming In West Palm Beach, A man
numod Fonne was an his way to the ril-
way statlon to plek up relatives when
he pamed the sburthoue on Poinseltin
Street between 3030 and 345 am,,
and noticed the superdntendeni siiting
in his cffics. Mr. Fenno waa the
peErson o ser Guy Metcall alive £1

R

closer to the quiet
waw & quantity of blood on the
figor. that the superiotecdent

lar. It waa then that i§ was discoversd
that the school superintendent was
desd and that he had killed himself

head, and his right Band tghtly clasped
a .32 Celt mevelver. Apparently death
had been instantaneois, s there was

ear, and the bullet had pierced Lhe
braln, lodging In the head. There had

lwiter, Guy mied Bars o advie
Nlre Metcall in the wifing of their homs
and properties. He glio asked Bares to help

was sold shortly after Guy's death 98
Apparently M Meteall moved from the
area; ithe Wesi Malm Beach city direciony
for 1520 does nof list her Fallowing her
death in 1925 bowever, Mr Metcall
wni buried oext o her himbaned in West
Falm Heschs Woodlswn Cemetery 7
Paul and Lacey Metcall both retursed to
West Palm Beach alter the war, and both
becamw clerin = the comrthoos. For a
s Limme thery Fved o the BDO Mook al
Howsary Avweer, lacory cootimeed o

Cuy 1. Metcall ax superintendent of schools of Pabm Beach
County, ¢ 1917 (phote couriesy of Palm Besch County

school board).
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life and the not always judicious way in
which he handled them. Perhaps, with
the advent of his death came the resliza-
tion that, slthough he wes doubliess an
opportanist, hia had besn a piopesting
spirit wha had fulfiled his destiny,

fa his fAnal leiier to ks sitorsey mnd
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