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Reprinted from
Business Directory, Guide, and History of Dade County, Fla. for 1896-97,
pages 70-73

The following was written in November, 1893, before
the railroad was finished to Lake Worth, and about the begin-
ing of the cutting of the canal between Lake und Bay:

We commence ot Lemon City on the Bay, and writing
up, taking notes as we ride up on the old trap then called &
hack, the motive power being mules that had not been curried
glnca thelr arrival in Dade county, and had seemingly lost the
devilish spirit supposed to be forever lurking beneath mule
hide, ready o break forth at the most inconvenient time and
tear things all to smash, These did nothing of the kind, but
stemed on the point of Iving down and golng to sleep ot any
mamenl

It was a long, tiresome trip at best — sixty -three miles
with little to pelieve the eye, after having once been over it
and having nothing new |n the way of scenery to expect, The
fact |s, one really gets a very poor idea of the country, ns the
road either follows on the high ridge noxt the saw grass fats
adjalning the osenn beach ridge, or is in the low beach serdb,
anly seelng good land (except the saw grass) when crossing
streRmE,

These saw grss fOais are really the muck lands for the
st part and ran all the way down with only the beach ridge
betwegn them and the ceean and are from a half bo two miles
wide, with lakes, some of considernble size and having names,
vir: Bocn Ratone, Dumfoundland Bay and Lq-uun- This was
once an inside water course or an esluary the same as Indian
River and of which Lake Warth is o part or continuance, We
have been told by old residents that duding one of the “high
woter” seasons soveral years ago parties sailed from Lake
Worth into Biscayne Bay.

The route of the Ext Coast Canal is throwugh this stretch
or old fiver bed, taking advaniage of the lakes and lngoons on
thie way.

Mueh of thiz muck [snd is amenable to coltivation now,
bt the canal will draln and reelaim all of it, and at the =same
time afford means of transportation to the trock growers
settling along its route,

The high lands back afford fne residence sites and suit-
able goll for fruit growing. The Everglades are back from a
mile to six or seven and oven more in some places, while, as
will be seen further along, there are numerous creeks and
rivers, rising in the Everglades and Nowing into each other and
finally fiading thelr way through New and Hillshore Inlets, or
inta the aorthemn end of Bleayne Bay.,

Along these streams, [n the edge of the Everglades and
in them, thers & ahundance of fine timber, mostly cypress,
some pine, and the varous woods peealiar to the country,
bt of little servies in bullding. The firset named is very fine,

On the streams the land |s termed hammock, of which
there are two grades, high and low, but all good.

LITTLE RIVER

Little River is one-and-onoe-half miles from Lemon City,
is three miles long, narrow and deep; rises in Wood's Hammock
fram five lron springs, so clalmed, but we think it must be
somi ather minera] & there |8 nothing in the country indicat-
ing the sklightest approach to an iron formation; it nins inte the
BRay.

Four miles out and where we change mail ks

BISCAYNE BAY POST-OFFICE

This was at one time the county seat, bul nothing re-
mains but a few old timbers and some lime and leason frees,

Little Arch Creek is the next stream reached, six miles
ouk, aad one mile farther we come {0

ARCH CREEK
proper. This ks quite a stream and quite o curosity, as it is
crossed on & natural stone bridge of solid lime stone, and the
hanks are alsa high and rock-Hned. Little Arch runs into Arch
and it emptbes into the Bay,

LITTLE AND BItG SNAKE CREEKS

These are guite large streams near together, ten miles
aut, and fow into the Bay, the former joining the Big Snake
first. Here we stop and eat dinnor on the bridge, We don®™t
think we ever saw ao many trout and bream, and such fne
ones as would rush for crumbs of bread thrown over, The next
place ks of conalderable interest, as it was our stopping place
for the night.

NEW RIVER

This place is fifteen miles farther on and twenty - five
from Lemon Cliv. Here ts the Camp Hotel composed of a
number of tenis slivated on the banks of the river and a most
beautiful place. A post-office has been established there
known as

FORT LAUDERDALE

from the proximity of an old Indian ford established by our
troops during the Seminole troubles, and whick was located
down mear the Inlet. The river is about ope hundred and Gty
vards wide at the camp; rises in the Everglades about three
mileg westward and (lows inio the ooean aboui five miles east,
forming a very safe inlet, boaring same pame, with full six fest
of water on the bar at ordinary tide. Sail craft of considerable
sice easily ascend, bringing supplies to the camp or to the
dredge, cuiting north from near the inlet, but now completed
up and beyvand Hillsbora Inlet. This partion af the canal was
compléted into Lake Waorth in April, 1885, one dredje working

south from Lake Worth and meeting the one cutting nortl,
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NEW RIVER FIBER FARM

This is an enterprise of a Jackonvile corparation, of
whois opefation: we ikall kbave more Lo wy hermalier, The
Eodes ol Lhe Faniger 8 localad 3 Couphe af miley frem Sew
Rywwr. whele ihe farm whiss (he aal Bemp piasl b g
grown, of darted, ia & mile or 5o [arther oa. They s ming
o of (e [risdy WNVERITLES ookrn of
screeded (a wecrmfully diiching i Everribing points to [
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CNDW CREER
Soow Urewl comes ol toore ey o arw Hiver
B rows s the Everplades and emptivs mto hew River. Thn &
properdy Middle Fiver, wils oot aod soutk fork, boll broig
done oy et

CYPRESS CREEK

Quite o stream, vwifi and deep. It fwes in the Everglade
and empties into Hillsboro Hiver at Hillsboro Inlet, right miles
from Mew Hiver

NILLEBONO KIVEHR

i diver i ninetesn miles from New Hiver and about
e it dipiancr o Laniens [T rises o the Everpladey anad
ruzs izto the orras pboest fwr sikes, Proen ooy, It i goate
a lamjr sfrees and bas a8 mbel oS @illrest walss Lo i
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INTHLAN MOUTNTD

A Eithe ower Bald wav Lo Lantans will b s the Larpest
4, ¢ mound i O ctabe. bs lert the borpest of the many Lhe
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Plat of “Palm City, Dads County, Florkda,” Arthar T, Willlama®
propossd development on the south fork of New River, 15947
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