HIGHLIGHTS —
CLASS OF 1923

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

The cutstanding achievements of the
class of "23 did not suddenly become
evident in the spring of 1923, They
really began in the year 1911-1912
which was the first school vear for the
class graduating from Fort Lauderdale
“'iﬂ:h School in 1923, Each YEarwe !:r1_|.|_|_|;
on the foundation of the ]:-rl.H,.rl;hng
vear. Throughout our twelve years in
thie Fort Lavderdale schools, we had
some very good teachers. We also learn.
ed with inexpericnced teachers who
really knew us and our families,

I 1911 our firet grade attended Cen-
tral School on South Andrews Avenue
near South Fifth Street. This bailding
was the frst full-sized school in Fort
Launderdale, It was bailt in 'IE:l]I:_IIr when
Fort Lauderdale was still part of Dade
County.

Outofalarge first grade in 1911, Carl
Philip Weidling and 1 are the only
members who can boast of surviving
twelve years in the public schools of
Fort Lauderdale and graduating in
1923, Carl Philip, or Junie, as we knew
him, started off on the right foot by
entering school in Septemnber. His fam-
ily came by temin from Tiffin, Ohio. In
Tiffin, I'.'|'|1:_1.' took o horse-drawn taxi to
the railroad station, In Danin, o dray
wagon brought their trunks from the
railroad station to the house, They
moved to Fort Lauderdale after living
in Danie o short time.

School was a |:||:|j-:rr :_:-:ljusl:.mcni for
me in 1911, I had been the baby of the
family for five vears before my brother
Jahmn “ri”i-:]i'l:'l. [il o :F|-i.|.|. wak boarn, Thm,
in the middle of October, 1 was plisced
in a large class of my peers who had
already learned the radiments of read.

by Gertrude Boyd

ing, writing, and scheol routines. In
addition, we had come from Kansas
City, Missouri, where we had gas house
and street lights, paved streets and
sidewalks, and strectenrs for transpor-
tation. In Kansas City, the school
served hot ROUR O eald |:h|.:|.l55. I Flar-

ida, we had kerosene lamps and lan-

terms. The streets were white Ojus rock.
We walked to school and carvied a sack
lunch,

The teachers had little time to teach
me what evervone else already knew.
With the help of my older sisters amnd
gome of my classmates, [ soon man-
aged to recognize words from the
wiggly lines on the pages of MeGuf-

fey's readers. Catching up with other
clazs members made me feel leas like a
misfit, and I looked forward to going to
schonl every day.,

Orur teschers wore Fannie Bessant
Bryvun, wife of Frank Bryan, and Jean
Bessant Oliver, wife of D, D, Oliver,
Bath women had taught before they
woere married. As 1 recall, grades one
and two were in one room. There was so
little room that two pupils used one
desk or erowded around tablea. If there
wins space, we zal on the

In the third grade, Eleanor Hing
Smith drilled us on the fundamentals
of ﬂ,!i:ldi.tl,s. wr.ili.ﬁ,g:, and arithmetic. At
this time she was a senior in high

Shortly after arriving by train with her family in October, 1911,
Gertrude Boyd began first grade at the old Fort Lauderdale School
building on South Andrews Avenue (later Broward County's first
courthouse). Graduating from Fort Lauderdale High School in 1923,
she received her A.B. and M.S. degrees from Florida State University,
and her Ed.D. degree from Colorado State University.

Following a long career in education, Dr. Boyd retired as Profes-
sor Emeritus at Arizona State University in 1872, and returned to
Broward County. She currently makes her home in Plantation. She is
the author of four books and numerous articles and bulleting on
elementary education and language arts.

Through her many years as an educator, Dr. Boyd has retained
clear and insightful memories of her own school days, which span-
ned the period between Forl Lauderdale's incorporation and the
beginning of the 1920s land boom. Her reminiscences of the illus-
tripus "Class of 1923" capture the flavor of childhood life and
education in Fort Lauderdale during the 1910s and early 1920s.
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geries of women teachers. ﬂfihl_' Fnrt.:,r-
three pupils listed in the spring of 1915,
seven completed high school in 1923
These were: Gertrude Boyd, Editha
Perala, Willis Johnson, Mark Mahan-
nah, Carl Olander, Carl Philip Weid-
ling, and Frank White. Four of the
forty-three graduoated in 1922 by com-
|.|-'|-El.ir'|;g the seventh grmlr ﬂu:’i.ng SLTH-
mer gchool. These were: Charlotte Far.
rington, Inee Resd, Robert Mathews,
and Henry Marshall. Tony Tommie, a
Seminole Indian, was listed among our
fourth graders. Hugo Dichtenmueller
entered Fort Lauderdale schools in the
fifth geade. His family came by train
from MNorth Dakota,

Second grade class at the Fort Lauderdale school building on South The new Fort Lawderdale High
Andrews Avenue, 1913. Gertrude Boyd is in center row standing sixth  Schoeol building housed both high and

fram left.

school. During that vear she completed
her high school courses. This seemed to
be a common practice for several years
when James 5. Rickards was principal,
My sister, Eleanor Boyd Miller, also
taught third grade while continuing
her high school courses,

In Junuu,r_-,.' IHHI Mark Mahannah
entered oar thied grade elass. His fam-
ily came from lowa by train, first stop-
ping in Palm Beach. They moved to
North Lauderdale, then known as Colo:
hatchee,

After three vears of local teachers,
Mary MacGregor was hired, As T recall,
she was from Canada. We seon were
copying her clipped speech and clear
enunciation, Geography was the new
major subject in the fourth grade. Much
time was devoted to learning the
groups of states, capitals, largest cities,
and principal rivers. For several vears |
tried to show off my new found know-
ledge, Sometimes family members were
amazed; sometimes | was told such
information was neither needed nor
wianbed.

I havve no claim to fame in athletics.
In the early grades the girls played
jacks, marbles, and jump rope. In the
upper grades Pop the Wlinip and Pom
FPom Pull Away were popualar. The boys
played marbles, ball, and such physi
cal endurance tests as wresthng, One
venrin high schoal | played ranning or
side center in basketball,

During the vear 1914-1915, the Fort
Lauderdale High School building was
completed at a cost of £55,000, Among
the ems placed in the cormnerstone
were lists of names of all pupils en-
rolled in school. The lists were recov.
ered when the building was torn down
in 1970, The fourth grade list incloded
forty-three names, twenty-geven of
whom were boys, The ratio of boys to
girls each year explains, in part, the
digcipline problems encountered by the

elementary school pupils. As fifth grad.
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This roll of the fourth grade class (the graduating class of 1923) was
placed In the comerstone of the new Fort Lauderdale Central School
when it was constructed in 1815.
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ort Lauderdale Central High School, 1915-1962,

erg, wit attended the “new school,”
which stood where the Landmark
Bank building now stands [the prop-
erty bordered by Broward Boulevard,
Federal Highway One, Southeast
Second Street, and Southeast Third
Avenue indowntown Fort Lavderdale],
Getting to school was a problem for the
children in our family. We always had
sack lunches and books to carry. Often
getting o late start, we walked at a fast
pace, somelimes running. We cut a-
eross an old cemetery o get from South-
wiesl Ninth Street to Seventh. This was
an aren between the F.E.C. tracks and
South Andrews Avenue. Later, during
a peried of rapid expansion in Fort
Lauderdale, these two blocks were uged
as a campground for families who had
not found a house to live 1n. Several
vears later, South Side School was built
here.

Mrs. William Kimmel found fifth
gradera hard to contral. She was not
well, and, as an aid in keeping order,
the shades were drawn and we spent
the vear speaking in soft Lones and
straining to see the chalkboard in the
semi-darkness. It is not exactly clear
what particular things we lenrned that
year, but we were well prepared for
gixth grade. There we had a light, airy
room, pnd Mattie Baker for o tencher.
Mrs, Baker taught with a firm, demand-
ing voiee and willow awitches, We
crammed more facts and worked dil.
igently preparing materials for the
county fair. Mark Mahannah relates
with wry nostalgia that Mrs. Baker
often sent Tony Tommie to the creek
nient the sehosl to eut the willow
switches, Tony often cut notches so the
switches broke easily.

Another mew year brought a teacher
from out-ofstate, a Miss Meal with
beautiful red hair and a temper to
match. In the seventh grade, boys were
as large or larger than the teacher, We

were patriotic—we sang “Ameriea™ or
"The Star Spangled Banner,"” followesd
by the salute to the flag. We probably
recited the Lord's Praver, as a few
famatics had not begun to dictate the
activities of the many at that time, The
girls learned to sew and eook with
Myra Mcllvaine Marshall, and the
boys made useful articles, such as bird-
houses and cutting boards, in manual
training with William Kimmel.

The eighth grade was a joy — Miss
Holbrook came into our lives. Shewasa
small woman, not much larger than I,
with a ready smile and a sense of learn-
ing together which we had not exper
ienced before. We tried to live up to her

expectations, We all were in an oper-
etba, and also sang at our grade school
gradustion exercises,

We began our first year of the four-
year high school program in the fall of
1919, All four classes assembled in a
large study hall each morning. Morm-
ing devotionals were a must. The first
semester of one vear the principal ex-
hausted the topic “Keep your heart
with all ﬂ:i]:igl.rnnl:," und ‘I.hl:' .Hﬂl:ﬂnd
semester we endured “For out of it are
the izsues of life.”

Having n different teacher for each
subject erented greater interest. There
were few choices, Some of us completed
four years of history, English, math,
and Latin, Other courses offered in-
cluded Spanish, French, science, in-
dustrial arts, and business,

During our sophomore vear we had
two or three different teachers for Eng-
ligh., Duaring the second semester, a
local minister, Dr. [R. D] Tracy [of All
Saints Episcopal Church], was hired.
Our text became the Saturday Even-
ing Poat. In retrospect, | am amazed
that we were allowed o abandon the
textbook in favor of a weekly magazine
which was just beginning to be widely
read in our community. But this maga-
zine, costing us five cents each week,
worked a miracle to whet the jaded
interest of restless sophomores. We
studied grammar by noting good sen-
tence construction. We learned how
ghort stories, |Hn|:|ir.n|.|a:|'.ir|.'|J¢|r nnd articles
based on facts were organized, By

wl B

Tony Tommie (right) with Edith Lewis, ¢. 1915, the year he entered the
first grade at the Fort Laudardale school. He was the first Seminole Indian
on the east coast of Florida to attend a white school, and advanced
rapidly, reaching the fourth grade before the year was over.
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Graduation portrait of Gertrude
Boyd, 1923,

using current materials we became in-
terested in learning the fundamentals
of our English language. For years |
loaked forward each week to reading
about the Nishing escapades created by
FPhilip Wylie for hia twoe main charae
ters, Des and Cranch,

After analvzing current writing for
unity, coherence, and emphasis, Eng
lish and Ameriean literature, with ex.
tensive deseriptive passages and long,
involved sentences, was boring. Get-
ting ready for finals during our junior
and senior years required memorizing
the table of contents. What a contrast
to the previous year!

School spirit was high for cur bas.
Il;q'tlm" |,|:r||:| iru::k Lenms. 'i'irq,: pu'u.-l.'l'_'ir_'&ﬂ
yells and sang the “Flying L." song
with guste, The melody was from the
University of [linois, but the words
were the first achool song for our high
school, This song, with some changes,
15 still used.

Ohur class took honors in athletics,
l:'}i];rl,'i,"il,l]]}" in our sentor e, bt s
nlgo aehieved in other arcas. On the
lighter side, we participated in plays
and operettas, The Literary Society
was organized in our sophomore year,
We became acquainted with plays and
other literature suitable for reading
aloud. About half the class sang in the
Gilee Club or chorus one or more yenrs,
thus providing a nucleus of singers for
operettas and plays, Marston Bates
plaved cornet in the archestra for foar
Yiurs, Frances Coleman and Herniece
Albertson played wiolin.

Nothing But the Truth, by James

Mahannah, John Burwell, Carl Olan.
der, and Williz Johnson, We raiged
£250,00 on tickels which probably sald
for fifty cents. This money was our gift
to Fort Lauderdale High.

The Ridio Fair Committes was start-
ed in our sephomore year. John Bur-
well was executive chairman. Among
the other active committee members
were Evelyn Fritz, Robert Blakely, and
Winfred Stilwell.

During our senior year, the Drama-
ties Club presented three oneact plays
under the stage title “The Masquerad-
ers,” Evelyn Fritz, Ruth Teal Dichien-
maneller, and Philip Weidling distin-
guished themselves in the Frewdian
comedy Suppressed Desires, by Glas-
pell.

The debating teams were organized
by Carl Hiansen, For the tricounty
debating meet, three 1923 sentors pres
sented the affirmative side of the topic
“Resolved — That the United States
should vwn and operate the coal mines
of our country.” Marston Bates, Evelyn
Fritz, and [ won the championship at
the White Memorial Temple in Minmi,
Fort Lauderdale High School won the
negative side of this topae at our high
school auditorium, debating agninst
West Palm Beach High School, The
champions for the negative side were:
Maude Flowers Cason, Winifred Dal-
quist Smith, sephomores; and Delmar
Portwoed, freshman.

Other medals were also won. In 1921
Editha Perala won o mathematics
medul, and I won an English medal,
The following year Ruth Teal Dhch:
1.|."r.|:|'l'||.'ll;".|.|1.ll' ||:n|.‘| {:1_!'._;] Tl.lrl'l.l.":l' Wk mll
tation medals,

Laute in our senior vear we received
the firat charter for a Beoward County
school for membership in the National
Honer Society. Among those accepted
were: Marston Bates, Evelyn Fritz, and
Crertrude Boyd.

The first “Flying L™ was published
by our class. Almost half the closs
worked on the annuoal, This beok, con-
5i51.i.|1|: of f:'l'ﬁ;y pages, canndgl compete
with the streamlined, professional an-
nuals coming from the Fort Lauwderdale
high schoals today. But for the year
1923 it was quite a feat. Unlike the class
af 1919, whose elass will, prophecy, and
history were published in the local
paper, The Sentinel, our annual 5 in
permanent form for all iH!qiLll:l'II:.}' o
peruse, The Classaf 1924 found getting
out an annual required more planning
and work than they were willing to
give. They settled for a short booklet.

After graduating from high school,
individuals continued te achieve, We
enn bopst of one PhD,, one Ed. T three
masters, and at least five bachelors
1IL"}:II."'|!!¢. ﬂur NI.'I"HIIIJI.I'H- I'I.IN':I I'Iﬁ Wi ]:II.'IIFI
lished books, pamphlets, and articles o
their credit.

From these firsts and outstanding
uc“iex'ementa of the class of 1921,
WEll o,

As you can clearly sse
The Class of Mineteen Twenty-three
Could rest on its high school laurels,

But over the last sisty-four years

OF TOFe

Each member has added to the score
Me homemaokers, writers, tenchers,
husinessmen

Continue to strive Lo reach a atar.

Students, and one teacher, from the Fort Lauderdale High School Class of
1923, photographed at a 1978 reunion. Standing (left to right:) Philip
Weidling, Mark Mahannah, Hugo Dichtenmueller, Carl Olander. Seated (left
to right): Marion Hill, former teacher Carl A. Hiaasen, Gertrude Boyd.

Montgomery, was our senior class
play. Philip Weidling had the lead with
eleven other characters, which includ-
ed four of our stor athletes: Mark
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