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A substaniial portion of this isswe of Broward
Legacy /s dedicated fo the remarkabig history of Holly-
wood, Sroward Counly's sacond largest oify. Localed
along a sirefch of the intercoastal Waterway which was
formerly considered parf of New River, Hollpwood's
natural istory is as ancient as any of Broward Counly s,
As a settled communily, however, Hollywood is un-
daniably @ product of the fweniieth century. Founded
during the early 19205 by ploneer real esiale developer
and eity bullder Joseph W. Young, if was one of Florida’s
fref planned citigs, and ifs example it (NS regard was
followed by many subsequen! Broward Counly com-
munities. In many ways, the story of Hollywood
epitomizes the history of southeastern Florida over the

I gixty yoars. The greal evanis and issves which have
fﬂﬁpﬂd?&ﬂﬂﬂ'&ﬂ#&ﬂlﬂ incivaing the land boom, the
bursi and subseguent depression, World Warll and posi-
war expansion, and the problems caused by rapid
development, hive alf bean keanly fell in Hollywood.

. in Parspective,” written by Mariyn Kem-
pear and published hane with o of e authar,
was origimally inciuded in Broward County Compre-
hansive Survey, Phase |, 8 1887 study sponsored by the
Mistoric Broward County Preservalion Board. Dr. Kem-
per, former director of the Preservation Board, is
currently amployed as Director of the Doctoral Program
in Information Sclence, Center for Compuler-Based
Learning, af Nova Unlversify.

With Hollywood rescunding to the
din of construction as the South Flori-
da building boom reached its zenith,
the charter calling for Hollywood's in-
corporation, drawn up by attorneys T,
. Ellis, Jr. and L. O, {-'as-e:l.:l;l \lisla
formally adopted; and Jose esley
':'nung,FhL-a agn John, Pnul'jlghn. Lr.,
Dave Fessler and Ralph Young were
administered their onthe of office on
MNovemnber 28, 1925 Because Holly-
wood had not been a legal entity until
that date, s volers” registration list had
not been compiled. Therefore, the first
commission members had been ap
pointed by the Florida legislature?
When the commission convened at its
first session, Joseph Wesley Young was
named mayor. Inturn, Young sponsor-
ed the appointment of C, H. Windham
of Long Beach, California, as Holly-

wood s first city manager.” Twomonths
later, Young resigned in order to focus
his energies on the development of the
Hollywood Hills Section.

The fact that Hollywood existed at
all was an astonishing personal tn-
umph for Joseph Wesley Young. An
innovative urban developer, Young
presided owver the transformation of
“tomato land and a jungle of pine
forest, palmetto, and other tangled un-
dergrowth™ inte a “modern made-to-
order city.™ Armed with a comprehen:
sive plan for guiding the development
of the central as well as the peripheral
areas, Young created a harmonious
city compatible with “the natural beau-
ty of the landscape.”* Designed “to
captivate the eye and charm the fancy,”
Hollywood was billed as "a democratic
city where plain everyday folks could

find health in its sunshine and ocean
breezes, wealth in its predestined op-
portunities, and happiness in the con-
tentment of a full life."™ Here was a
haven with magnificent beaches, benu-
tiful drives, and palm fringed avenues
strategically located in the heart of
America’s winter playground in which
instant paradise was possible”
Young, with his vision of a decent
human environment for Hollywood's
citizenty, was confident of Hollywood's
future prosperity. His “dream eity,”
which had n subtropical climatechorac
terized by its long humid summers
followed by mild dry winters and ave-
raged seven feet above sea level ® evolv-
ed during the 19208, Hollywood's
growth came to a stand still during the
Depression; but Hollywood's years of
economic paralysis and eivic bankrupt-
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ey were succeeded by the city’s emer-
gence during the years sobseguent o
World War 11 as the second most pop-
ulous jurisdiction in Florida's Broward
County.

Situated 26.09 degrees north of the
equister, in the southeastern portion of
the State of Florida, Broward County
encompassges approximately 1,200
gguare miles, roughly 256 miles north to
south and 55 miles east to west.* Loc-
ated in the heart of the Southeast Flori-
da Gold Coast, which includes the Atlan-
tic Constal counties from Palm Beach
south to the Kevs, Broward County
ranks ninth among Florida's counties
in terms of land area and containa
twenty-nine jurisdictions, of which
twenty-eight are incorporated munic-
ipalities,as well as the unincorporated

area.® Broward's western two-thirds,
amounting to T8 square miles, consist
of the Conservation Aren and the
Seminole Indian Reservation, thereby
leaving 410 sguare miles of the county
cast of the South Florida Water Manage-
ment Dhstrict 11 Levees available
potential development.”

Broward County occupies only one
section of a much larger geographic
unit, the Floridian Plateaw, which iz a
projection of the North American con-
tinental land mass separating the
Atlantic Ocean from the Gulf of Mex-
imll'ﬂ

Following the acguisition of Florida
in 1821 by the United States, the
Broward County area prior to its 1915
incorporation had been a part of 5t
Johns, Monroe, Mosquita, Dade, St

Joseph Wesley Young, founder of Hollywood.

Lucie, Brevard, Palm Beach, and the
stillbarn Leigh Reed Counties. !
Befare its development by Young,
Hollywood was little more than a soggy
wilderness, Among the most disting.
tive physical features of Hollywood's
flat landscape were New River, which
extended southward with its inlet loc-
ated upuniil 1923 between present-day
Sheridan Street and Hollywood Boule-
\'ard; anﬂ thl:- Sl:rninnll!' Hau]mler, a
narrow strip of land betweesn MNew
River and the Atlantic Ceean. ' West of
the New Hiver Inlet was the present-
day West Lake tract, a comfortable
habitation site from which Seminole
Indians could utilize the inlet for ocean
fishing and travel.® Here on or about
July 28, 1840, Captain William B, David-
gom pecorded a serions skirmish be
fween seven privates in his command
and a band of twelve to fifteen Sem-
inale Indians ™ Subsequent to en-
counter, Captain Davidson reported he
dispatched ancther “command of 30
men in two bomts under Lisutenant
Rankin dnﬁn to :w]:'f: inlrﬁlﬂ- ::_E]t;ur the
mangrove hammocks and bo lollow u
the trail of the Indians if diau:uwm£
The command did not return until the
nextevening, Having found the trail of
the enemy at a poaint near the position
from which they fired on the boats,
Lisutenant Rankin with his party follow-
ed it up with a great deal of zeal and
perseverance, through the weather was
oppressively warm and the duty severe,
from an extensive marsh from three to
gix miles, and then in a pine barren
which borders onm New River several
miles west of the post, Here the Indians
must have taken canoes and pushed for
their stronghold in the Everglades.™"

Broward's New River is among the
earliest marked and charted land
marks in the nation. The landmark
was noted by Juan Ponce de Leon
during his 1513 quest for the Fountain
af Yauath when he discovered Florida,
The Rio Salado, "Salty River,” is ident-
ified with Mew River Inlet by Dr. Cisco
in the Freducol mapof 1514-1415.* This
map, probably the first to bear the
name Florida, was based in part on
data obtained from the Ponce de Leon
expedition.”” In 1631 the New River,
then called R. Nova, was designated
mbove the Bay of Biscayne on the
French map Septemtrio Americs,®

While performing the first scientific
survey of Enst Florida, William Gerard
DeBralhm came to this Broward area
just as a series of monster storms had
struck and sparked changes in New
River.® In a handwritten report about
the New River region later nted to
King George 111 of England, DeBrahm
wrole: “The great raing in May 1765
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filled this River and its Marshes with
g0 much water that its weight within
and the Sea without by the force of the
M.E. gales demolished the Bank and
made this inleg,"®
In 1830 Stephen Russell Mallory,
future United States Senator and Cons
federate Secretary of the Mavy in Jef.
ferson Davis’ cabinet, was unemploy ed
amd broke.® That vear he travelled
from Key West to New River to help
Richard Fitzpatrick establish a plan-
tation an the Frankee Lewis Donation
in present-day Fort Laoderdale. He
apent about twelve months there fish-
ing, hunting, and learning woodcraft
from the Seminoles before he returned
to Key Weat to become s customs
agent.® Mallory noted in a memoran-
durn concerning the region: “In the
neighborhood of New River, upon all
its forks and branches, and between its
twa principal arms, there is much good
land lying in small detached parcels
and upon which tropical fruits will
readily grow; the cocoanut, lemon, and
lirme have been successfully tried. This,
just about Mew River, is a fine country
for a man with small means, say three
or four hands, who wishes to be inde-
pendent, The woods and streams
abound with game and fish, froat is
rarely seen, the coonty grows profusely
and its preparstion is a bagatelle, The
most indolent man I ever knew pros:
pered there. New River bar may be
crossed in four and one-half fest and at
times more water. [ have seen two large
steambonts seven miles up. It runs
parallel with l-]'lt! ammul. in a direct
||ne and is s from the sea only
by o ridge of nnd fmm 75 to 260 vards
wide for five miles and then branches
off, the best branch being the left or
south one, along which Fitzpatrick and
Couly were located with others, Cooly's
hammaock on the right side of this
branch is good land. The left gide of this
f-mile stretch of New Hiver is bordered
by salt-marsh land from one-fourth to
three-fourths of a mile wide. This land
is worth an examination as it is said to
be rich. The pine woods are covered
with saw palmetto and contain many
ponds, low grounds, in which the water
during the wel season collects."™®
Although accounts of military opera-
tiona by United States army troops
against the Seminole Indians dominat.
wd most reports of South Florida be
tween 1835 and 1842, descriptions of
}:hﬁ'uimlleatum were occasionally pub-
ished in monographs, scholaely joue-
nals, and Wuuﬁr newspapers, Army
surgeon J acob Bhett Motte who keptan
socount of life in feld and camp from
1835 to 1838 wrote upon reaching New
River: “This river ssems to have been
VETY Epmﬂp‘t‘iﬂtﬂl}r 'rl{ll't'll".‘d for 'u'lm 1.3

sufficient evidence that what is now
called Mew River was ol no very remode
period a part of the scean. The river is
separated from the Atlantic by only a
narrow neck of land, about ten miles
long and fifty vards wide, its course
being for that distance south and per-
fectly straight, parallel with the sea
beach,”™
Dre. Frederick Leitner, n naturalist
who was killed while serving under the
command of Lisutenant L. M, Powell,
noted in a series published in 1836 in
The Charfeston Mereury that South
Florida contained “a dreary succession
af ahell blufis, pine and mangrove
forests, saw paimem tracts, lakes, la-
EOOTE, CYpress ponds, hammocks, sav-
annas, marshes, morusses, islands and
innumerable smaller or lesser tortoous
and shoaly water courses.”™ Confined
to the pine barren between Cape Flor-
idn and New River where it grows in
abundance, Dr. Leitner discoversd “the
Indian arrow root termed fewoape in
the Indian language of the Seminoles
(Samin lnﬁgﬂ%ulmj a small stemless
rennial vegetable with cone shaped
owers and pinnate leaves resembling
somewhat those of the sage palm, only
differing in size. To the Indian, thisis
oneof the most valuable products of the
vegetable kingdom as the root which
attaing sometimes the weight of five or
gix pounds yields to him a farina called
coonty which constitutes next to the
muaize his principal breadstoff.™®
Another early wisitor to this region
was Ur. Benjamin Strobel, who came to
the New River about 1830.® Like Mal-
lory and Dr. Leitner, he claimed the
Indian arrow root called coonty was
found near Mew Riverin abondance, In
publishing his findings in The Charles-
torn Courier, Dir, Strobel noted; “The
Everglades are bounded on the eastern
gide by a ridge of high sandy land —
high in comparison with themselves.
The growth upon this land congisting
of pines, saw palmetto, and in some few
places, particularly along the borders
of the rivers flowing into the sea, of
narrew sirips of live ook hammock,
and oeeassionally o few hickories and
cabbage palmettoes are met with,"™™
Two decades later in an account ac-
companying a military map of the Flori-
da peninsula south of Tampa Bay,
Licutenant J, C, Ives wrote that al-
though “the ordinary mode of com-
munication between Forts Lauderdale
and Dallas iz by water” there is "a
wagon road a few miles inland . . . laid
down upen some sketehes of the vicin
ity. It leaves the west branch of New
Fiver at the site at the old fort and runs
nearly parallel to the const passing to
the west of o snwgrass marsh which
extends some miles to the south. It

Natural features of the Hollywood
area are deplcted in detail from the
1844 “Sketch of the Southern Part
of Florida'’ (above, and an 1883 U.5.
Coast and Geodetle Survey map
{below).
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follows throughout its whaole extent a
dry belt of country grown up with pine,
palmetto, and coonty . . . The whaole
distance by land from Fort Lauderdale
to Fort Dallas is about 25 miles.™

In the early 1880s, Dr. James Alex-
ander Henshall explored present-day
Broward and published his observa-
tions in Forest and Stream. Said Dr.
Henshall: “Rushing in and out with the
tide at Mew River fishes can be seen by
the thousands snapping at anythin
even a bit of white rag tied to the hwg
and thrown to them by a strong hand
lime."" ™ From the site of old Fort Lauder-
dale, Mew River "runs southerly, to ita
mouth, and parallel with the sea beach,
the intervening strip of nidge being
mowhere much over a hundred feet in
width ... New River, for six miles above
its mouth, is the straightest, deepest,
and finest river [ have seen in Florida,
although a norrow one.™®

The years of 1883 and 1884 marked
the mapping of vegetation along the
coast of present-day Broward for the
United States Coast and Gesdetic Sur-
vey, The survey showed fresh water
marsh populated much of the low lying
basin between the first inland ridge
and cosstal dune in the area now oc-
cupied by the Intracoastal Waterway
and a large concentration of mangrove
habitat near the mouth of New River,™
Additionally, & mangrove stand was
positioned along Whiskey Creek, a
stream which oniginally flowed from
Lake Mabel, the site of what is now
Port Everglades ™ Most likely, huarri-
canes which triggered the opening and
closing of New River Inlet priorto 1900,
caused the flow of some salt water u
Whiskey Creek thus sparking the dweﬂ
opment of this mangrove stand. ™ Since
the twentieth century, the impact of
urban development and continuing
galt water intrusion have destroved the
marsh and fresh water habitat theraby
allowing the spread of mangroves
throughout this region, particularly in
what is now the West Lake tract, and
resulting in the replacement of one
natural community by another.”

On December 24 and December 28 of
1894 and again on Febroary 6, 1895, a
brutal freeze sent temperalores plum.
meting and killed citrus crops, vege
tables, and cocoanut palms as far south
s West Palm Beach.™ The unrelenting
cold brought business to a standstill
and sparked the decision by financier
and ploneer Floarida developer Henry
Morrison Flagler to plan an extension
of the Florida East Coast Railway
nearly seventy miles to Miami, an aren
where no damaging frosts had occur
red. ™ After the railroad was completed,
there was opportunity for a new start: a
number of homesteaders settled in what

is mow Broward Coanty.

Because the natural drainage over
much of yesterday's Broward was poor,
its populstion was concentrated pr-
marly in the eastern areas along the
const, At the time of the county's in-
carporation in 1915, Broward's 4,763
cilizens were aprinkled in the three
incorporated towns of Dania, Pompa-
na, and Fort Lauderdale as well as in
the setilements of Deerfield, Hallan-
dale, Davie, Colohatchee, and Progres-
#0. The county had an assessed valua-
tion of 2.5 million dollars and contain-
ed T5 miles of rocked road.™ In Fort
Lauwderdale, then dubbed the “Gateway
to the Everglades,” there still were no
road and bridge to the beach. The only
way toreach Davie was by barge. Even
that wos no ensy feat as C. SEd
Viele discovered when the boat Wh:-:h
was transporting his family’s furniture
capgized and his grand pianoe foated
down Mew BiverY Miramar, Lauder
dale Lakes, and Plantation were desa-
late temcts and Hollywood, net vet on
the drawing board, was still mostly
muckland and swam

Prior to the time iem development
and the high value for land pushed out
Broward's truck farming industry,
agriculture dominated the economy.
Land use reflected the character of the
aoil, drainage conditions, and loeation
with respect to transportation sour-
ces. Higher areas in present-day Hol-
lyword were valued as farmland by
Hallandale grower Olaf Zetterlund and
Dania growers Martin Frost, Harry T.
Tubhba, Sy, Elliott Chapmoan Edge,
John Gregory, Richard Swanson, and
Stephen M. Alsobrook, " Beans, squash,
cabbage, and tomatoes were sibed in
the “West Marsh” between the present
day Seaboard Air Line Railway tracks
gnd what is now Park Read; and
tomatees were cultivated in productive
acreage in the "East Marsh'™ between
what is now the Intracoastal Water-
way and pr;n-entaday 14th Streec.*
Hacked out by farmera growing vege-
tables, present-day Johnson Street was
i narrew artery running east.” A large
pineapple field covered the site of what
is now Watson Cirele; turpentine man:
goes were planted in the vicinity of
present-day Polk and Taylor Strects;
and tomato patches dotted what are
now Funston, Rodman, and Dewey
Streets. ™ In 1910, Fred Zirbs, who was
reportedly the first to live on Holly-
wood soil, established a five acee farm
in the present-day 1200 block of North
17th Court.” Here he grew peppers and
tomatoes.® His farm stock included a
mule, bull and ealf; three cows; 130
beehives; and chickens, pigeons, and
ducks, ®

Joseph Wesley Young, once credited

“with being the spark that ignited the
Florida land beom,™ initially came to
Sﬂulh Florida from i'l:'l.-lliu:|'.||'|,.;|n|:.|li,ur I|'|.-
diana, in January 1920 to determine
the feasibility of establishing subdivi-
stons on the outskirts of Miami® The
following July, Young returned to
select a site for a “dream city."™
A city builder with a true fair for
pageantry, Young was born on
August 4, 1BEZ in Gig Harbor, Wash.
ingtan, a lumber mill town on the Puget
Sound.™ In 1596, at the age of fourteen,
he went to sen aboard a two-masted
gniling vessel bound for ports in east-
erm Asia and the South Seas; he then
joined the gold rush at the Yukon and
published a Seattle newspaper.™ In
1903, Young settled in Long Beach,
Californis, to manage & grocery store;
he loter invested in real estate and
platted Signal Hill, a Long Beach subdi-
vizsion which was destroved by flood ™
After developing land intosubdivisions
near the Anzonn cities of Globe and
Phoenix, Young moved to Indianapo-
lig, Indiana, in 1917, where he sold oil
and mining stock and subsequently or
ganized o real estate investment agen-
cy called the “Homeseekers Realty
Company"™.™
That summer of 1920, rumors of
dangerous reptiles, swarms of blood-
sucking leeches and voracious mosgui-
toes did not step Young who “dressed
in cowhide boots and khaki” explared
“every nook and crannﬁ in the area
geveral miles north of the Doade-Brow.
ard line.™ Even though the acreage not
under cultivation was covered with tall
pines, scrub palm, mangrove jungle,
and marsh, Young was impressed with
what he saw.” Guietly, on February 18,
1921, Young negotiated the purchase
from Stephen M, Alsobrook of a square
mile tract of farmland in present-day
Hollywood* legally desenibed as sec
tion 1-5-'1254'5-]1'7.', the area now CIrcums
scribed by 22nd Avenue, Washington
Street, 14th Avenue, and Johnson
Street.” The price was approximately
#175 an acre.® Young called this parcel
the nucleus of a dream city which would
be designed ' for everyone from the opu-
lent at the top of the industrial and
social ladders to the most humble of
working people.”® Young then began
acquiring options for an additional
tract adjeining the first on its north
border™ Eventually, Hollywood com-
prised an area of more than three square
miles with one full mile of scean fron-
tage.™ The development of a project of
such magnitude separated by miles
from the nearest setilement and ham-
by poor transportation facilities
called ﬂ:r “m corps of men of courage
and resourcefulness sharing Young's
vision and enthusiasm and an army of
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waorkers who could meet hardship and
likeit."™ In mid summer of 1921, a staff
of draftsmen under the direction of
architects skilled in municipal plan-
ning transposed Young's ideas to blue-
prints.®

That fall, A. C. "Tony" Mickelson,
head of field work for Young's Holly-
wood empire, hacked roads through
heavy undergrowth and muck, estab-
lished boundaries for Central Holly-
wood, and directed crews who cleared
underbrush and natural vegetation
from the area which was heavily popu-
lated by rattlesnakes, sand flies, and
moaquitoes,® Mickelson staked out Hol-
Iywood's first lot at the cormer of what
is now Hollywood Boulevard and 21st
Avenue, placed markers in the Holly-
woad beach section when there were no
local bridges or roads east of present-
day 17th Avenue, and su ised the
entire lnyout of Central Hollywood asit
is today. " Recalled Mickelson. “Train-
loads of materials and machinery
began to arrive, barracks for the crew
of workmen were built, and Hallywoaod
was underway,”™

“& city planned with vision and con-
surmated by acientific enginesring,™
Hollywood was built to be colonized
swiftly, to function effectively, and to
offer the promise of equal opportunity
for all settlers. From Indianapolis,
Indiana, came the idea of a broad
boulevard and of the several circle
parks intersecting it; from Long Beach,
California, came the plan of Eui!ding
restrictions, zoning, and the seeanfront
development and the inapiration for
the deep water harbor and world port
now known as Port Everglades; and

from Hollywoad, Califernia, came the
concept u?the city's name.™ “To com-
bine with customary comforts and
convenienees a unitary design through
which the social, aesthetic, and recrea-
tional needs of coming generations
would be met,” a grid plan was adopt-
ed.”™ The grid with its rectangular
blocks bounded by parallel streets ex-
tending in two directions and crossing
each other at right angles could be
effected without precise data on loeal
topography and was readily surveyed
with lots easily numbered for sale™
Moreover, with its capacity for quick
extension for any distance and in any
direction, the grid was well suited for
future growth ™ Unlike other cities
which “grew up gspontansously with no
more intelligent planning than beavers
devote to their tribal industries,”™ Hol-
Iywood, a city built upon cultivated
farm acreage, filled-in mangrove
swamps and tracts of palmettoes and
Caribbean pines,™ was destined to
become “a tradition in the annals of
American town building, "™

Young viewed town building as an
art. “T'owns like houses can and showld
be built from definite plans with ade-
gquate provisions for future contingen-
cies."” A municipal zoning system was
inteoduced “to avoid growth by accre-
tion just asone might string out s set of
ﬂqmii.m:{:u."""ﬂ'u:]ﬂlﬂ'inu feature of this
system was secured by dividing the eity
inte sections or districts. “In Holly-
waoad, certain areas have been get agide
for retail businesses and still others for
wholesale enterprises while in a dis-
trict to itself conveniently remowved
frorm residential sections, factories and

irndustrial plants will be located, Thisis
as it shoald be, The owner of a good
home in Hollywood will take consala-
tion in the thought that he need never
worry about seeing an unwelcome gar-
age or machine shop built next doop.™™

Young's municipal zoning system cal-
led for uniform and consistent building
restrictions to safeguard investors,
"One gection is without restrictions ns
to the cost of homes: another section is
given over to buildings costing not less
than $2,500.00; and buildings in the
remainder are to cost not less than
27,500,000, Cheaper homes may be built
of wood; the more expensive ones and
all public structures are of the prevail-
ing hollow cement block and stucco."™®
Unlike these municipalities in which
“aceident determined the setting and
neceasily shaped the contour,”™™ Haol-
Iywood, “the city with a preconceived
destiny,”™ was heralded as “the fore-
runner of the new type of city that iz as
certain to replace the old as the aote-
motive vehicle has replaced the ox
cart,"®

Located “on the shore of a tropical
sen,”™ Hollywood, a readymade city in
whiich “for a small outlay of money the
average family can have an attractive
winter or year round residence in the
midast of ansurpassed natural and
architectural beauties,” impressed vis
itors.™J, E. Booth of Rhode Island wha
toured Hollywood in the spring of 1922
said, “'In every other new town I have
seen started, hooses have been built
from paper for there were no restric-
tions, [ am glad to see Florida's Holly-
wood adopt the modern methods of city
building with restrictions on all lots

Hollywood Boulevard under construction, 1921,
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and a zoning system enforeed,”™ As n
result of Young's eareful planning,
“Hollywood would aveld the mistakes
that most cities have made. Narrow
gtreets would not be congested with
unforeseen traffic nor would there be
an unsightly hodgepodge of ill assorted
buildings; factories impinging upon
attractive homes; beautiful vistas mar-
red by squalid surroundings; and up-
rooted paving awailing benighted
sgwers,"

“Huilt by one corporation with the
zoning avstem established from the
beginning and restrictions thrown
around it in its entirety o that nothing
disagreeable or detrimental could be
built in eny of its districts,™ Hollywood
was planned 'for all mankind from the
person of millions who secks a fine
estate on the eceennfront and the person
who has been active in business and
professional life who secks rest and
moderate amusement and a desirable
climate to the person wha wishes ta
work and raise froits and vegetables
and have a happy contented home
where he can be comfortable,”™

Young recraited a dozen salesmen to
establish a branch of the Homeseekers
Realty Company in South Florida and
raise cash b wnderwrite the Hollywood
pl'l'tlj-m:t |r_:..' huwking’ Jsu'b-d:i\riuiunu. ;in l.h(:
Allapattah Section of Minmi,® He also
acquired the “House of the Seven

Gables,” This recycled Hollywood farm-
house served as initial hesdguarters
for the Hollywood Land and Water
Company, the formed title of the Jo
seph Wesley Young business organiza-
tion which was founded in 1920.1921 =
News accounts related that the word
“water™ in the title did not refer o
waterfront developments or ccean
beach property which later would be
put up for sale.® Rather, the word
“water” meant just that “good old
Adam’s Ale, aqua pura as it commes from
the ground.”® To promote Hollywood's
palatable drinking water and earn “a
substantial income” for his organiea.
tion, Young intended “to sell bottled
water obtained from seven deep wells
located in Block 43 of Central Holly-
wood folks in Miami where the water
supply was unfit for drinking; hence
the title,"™=

Im the spring of 1922, the Hollywood
Land and Water Company had offices
in Miami, Palm Beach, Fort Lauder-
dale, Jacksonville, Live Oak, Tampa,
Orlando, Tallahassee, and Indianapo-
lis.® One yvear later, the Hollywood
Land and Water Company added offi-
ces in Mew York City, Chicago, Cleve
land, Kansas City, and Detroit,™

In the fall of 1928 the Hollywood
Land and Water Company opened n
wilfare department to nssist financials
Iy troubled emplovees and to sponsor

i o —

Well-dressed guests on the porch of the Hollywood (later Park View) Hotel, June 21, 1923,

Thursday night gettogethers at the
aales pavilion on the corner of Holly-
wood Boulevard and what is now 16th
Avenue ™ For property owners wishin

to dispose of holdings, the Hu:nll:.lw{mﬁ
Land and Water Company extended its
service in Februnry 1924 and launched
a resale department known as the Hol-

lywaood Investment Company with 1,
M. Berry, Je. in charge™ The Hally-
wood Bost and Transportation Com-
pany came into existence as o subsi-
diary department of Young's umbrella
arganization that summer to overses
construction of bridges for the Holly-
wiood Lakes Section and beach devel-
opment.® By 19251926, the Hollywood
Land and Water Company was com-
posed of twenty-six departments rang-
ing from the accounting, suditing, en:
1.-Eh'l.ﬁ.i.|.‘|.|‘.|1||:n1.|hlﬂulu,;uln,gunmc.]und-
geape, and legal departments to the
Hollywood Insurance Agency, Holly-
wood Bond and Mm‘igql.,g: ﬂ-l,l-mpu.n_',.',_
and Hollywood Securities Corpora-
tion.™ These departments coversd every
phase of building a city.

It was said that Young, wheo revalu-
tiomized selling methods, started Hol-
lywood on a shoestring. Frank Dickey,
who was associabed with Carl Fisher in
the development of Miami Beach prior
to replacing retired Royal Air Force
Colonel A. F. Jenkins as Hollywood's
chief engineer, ™ recalled that in instal-
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|ihg’ the streebs and sidewalks 1in Cen-
tral Hollywood “delays in the work
schedules were the most annoying
gituations to arige. Several blocks of a
curbing job would be laid out, forms
built, and cement ready to be mixed for
instance when the order would come to
lay men off. The money had run out. """
s stimulate investment, Young of-
fered prospects froe excursions to Haol-
lywood, free lunches in o large canvas
tent ot the corner of Harrison Stroeot
and what iz now 218t Avenue near the
Florida East Coast Railway tracks,
and then a tourof the town " The latter
included a trip to Johnson Strest, Hol-
lywood's first east-west thoroughfare,
and the narrow pontoon bridge which
spanned the Intracoastal Waberway, 1@
Eventually, Hollywood had n flect of
busses which constantly imported
speculators from around the nation
and three sales pavilions fo accommo-
date the visiting crowds.™ After hear-
ing sales pitches “with no obligation to
buy,” these ntial clients were given
firee meals, hand eoncerts, and free
accommodations at the Hollywood
Hotel, the Lincaln Hotel, or the Linger-
long Apartments.™ To attract inves-
tors unable to travel to “the scene of the
action,” Young hired the Kniffin Cou-
tant Photo Films Company of Hinleah
tomake movies of the city for newsreels
and advertised Hnllywmd in full page
color layouts in magazines of national
circulation including Colliers and the
Safurday Evening Post. '™
Mews accounts relate that Young “in
the early days assured his salesmen
they would have abundant cause to be

proud of their connection with the Hal-
lywond Land and Water Company.”™
O.E. Behymer, who was a member of
the Hollywood Land and Water Com-
pany sales force and then named editor
of The Hollyweod Reparter, the Holly-
wood Magazine, and South, recalled,
“It required no small degree of faith to
eatch Young's vision; but every sales-
man had it and soeon thers was a nu-
eleus of buyers who also envisioned the
possibilities, In 1921, Hollywood was
pine forest and tomato lands, By 1923,
Lhe]pmﬁ'ram Young sketched became o
reality

To encourage ualea Young sponsor-
ed contests for rea [tors wn'.h Emuaanda
of dellars in pnm for the winning
entrants,"™ In “the largest renl estode
contest ever held,"” J. M, Kagey, as cap-
tain of a tesm of eleven men, secured a
total of 3426,260.00 worth of business
for the Hollywoeod Land and Water
Caom pﬂ'“f over a ten week period end-
ing April 19, 1924, and captured first
place." Since Kagey owned a Pierce
Arrow and Jordan, he accepted
85,000,000 in cash from contest sponsor
"l!'q:-ung' in lew of the two sedans to
which he was entitled for winning the
competition.'" Kagey used part of this
cash award for the erection of “his
handsome home in the domestic Span-
ish atyle of architecture situated at
1650 Harrison Street overlooking Cir-
cle Park and the Golf Club Hoose. "1

"muni:plnnnudilui]ywmd “from the
very beginning with provisions ample
for future nesds and with proper sdoern-
ments o satisly normal human crav-
ings." 1" In keeping with Young's predi.

Hollywood's Spanish style Florida East Coast Railway depot, completed in
1925 and reconstructed after the 1926 hurricane nearly demolished it.

lection for a blend of Spanish and
Moarish architectore, commonly refer
red to as the Spanish Colonial Revival
iiylt, hig architects amnd {rng'in.mnl
designed structures which leatored
domes, balconies, red tiled roofs, pastel
tinted stucco walls, arches, and tiled
fleors.'" For Young, determined to
avoid “the long interval of patient
waiting for conveniences and the
graceful amenities which make for
genuine living," no project seemed too
ambitious for his medel sty During
the same era, these siructures were
erected: the Hollywood Central Schoal,
Haollywood State Bank, Hollywood
Poat Office, Park View and Great
Southern Hotels, Flora Apartment
Hatel, Hollywood Printing and Pub-
lishing Company, the Huligzrwm[i Golf
and Country Club, and the Florida
East Coast Railway passenger depot,'™
In the belief that transportation was
the key to Hollywood's success, Young
had financed construction of the depot
which featured a cream-colored rough
textured stuceo facade and decorative
cupola to ensure perpetual passenger
service,"” Young realized his goal of
enabling the rest of the nation to
migrate to his “dream city™ on April 6,
IQE-L whun,um‘id h_-,.'p-c and hl}np]:l,. the
“Flortdinn" becnme the first passenger
teain to highball across the raals of the
Florida East Coast Railway and make
a scheduled stop in Hollywoad.!®
Signs of growth were everywhere. “From
whatever direction Hollywood iz ap-
proached, new structures greet the eye
. Apartmenta and public buildings
are springing up and littered debris of
lumber and concrete piled here and
there mark the spois where future struc-
tures will stand, 0
By 1924, Young announced the time
wag at hand for his Hntt:.'wppd Land
and Water Company to devoele s
energies o building private residences
on an extensive scale**That year,
Young occupied his home at 1055 Haol-
Iywood Boulevard built at a $30 000,00
price tag.'™ *Of authentic Spanish-
Maorish design,”'™ the home reflected
a style that spoke of delightful climate,
of  luxory, and of sophistication.'™
Ewven though Young's home was deco-
rated baroguely with imported crystal
chandeliers, heavy carved furniture,
Cuban tile in the entrance way, and iron
gates leading into the dining room and
living reom, and acclaimed Hallywood's
osulstanding showplace, Young plan-
ned (o construct an even more ornate
executive mansion north of Johnson
Street along the sceanfront costing a
quarter of a million dollars.
Most of the public buildings constrect-
ed by Young were presented to the city
when it was incorporated. Until the
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time of incorporation, “the Hollywooed
Land and Water Company which then
owned streets and lots not sold con-
trolled the police and other public af-
faira.'"#

In conformity with Young's policies,
all public mention of any new devel-
opments within the city such as the
canstruction of impertant public build-
ings or the installation of public wiili-
ties was withheld from the media until
the improvements in guestion had
taken a tangible form.'™ No attempt
was made by Young to exaggerate Hol-
lywood's “aplendid achievements™ for
“Hollywood's record would speak for
itself,"

In April 1992, with a fleet of motar
trucks, caterpillar tractors, road grad-
ers, scrapers, i steam shovel, and a ten-
ton  roller, Hollywood had the most
extensive and complete street building
equipment of any city in Florida.® All
streets were paved initinlly with native
rock of coral formation excavated from
the banks of drainage canals;"™ and by
September 1924, main business tho-
roughfares including Hollywood Boules
vard, Harrizson Street, and Tyvler Sireet
had been oiled and sanded.® News
accounts relate that “the transition
from white coral rock to black topped
arteries relieves eye stroin and adds
immeasurably to the appearance of the
city.”" 1" Within a two year time span
Hollywood had thirty-two miles of pa
streets and  fwenty-six miles of side
walks and curbing, ™ “If sidewalks were

placed end to end, they would extend
all the way to Miami™* Although
work began on the new Beach High-
way (AlA) from Johnson Street south
neross the first mile of beach which the
Hollywood Land and Water Company
developed as the first of its oceanfront
properties in 1924 % i was not until
My 1933 that the new Beach Highway
from Hollywood to the Dade County
line was officially opened.'® The Ever.
glades Construction Company, the
contractor for the project, suffered
aevere inancial sethacks in construct-
ing the route due to the marshy terrain
which triggered the sinking of the
roadbed on several oocasions. '™

In keeping with Young's scheme for a
harmonious city, “all water mains
and telephone wires in the business
district were underground and were
confined to alleys in residential arcas
g0 that streets may not be dug up as
building progresses. No provision is
contemplated for sireet cars as all
street traffic must move on rubber tives
whereby the usual racket of cities is to
be prevented. "

The names for streeis in Central Hol-
lywood were chosen by Young's per-
sonnel in Indianapolis,'® “Beginning

with the beginning of Hollywood's
LOVITONS 06 lshu south, there iz the frst
streel which bears the name of Wash-
ington for America's first president,
then Adamg, Jefferson, Madison, Mon-
roe, Jackson, Van Buren, and Harri-
son, all of which run  east and west.
After Harrizon Street, there is a break
for Hollywood Boulevard, Then north
of the Boulevard and paralle]l with its
course run Tvler, Polk, Tavler, and Fil-
Imore Streets, Pierce, Buchanan, Lin:
coln, and Johnson, this last the fivst
steeet o be graded and paved.” ™ For
streets south of the presidential stri

in the South Hollywood Addition, A. C.
“Tony"” Mickelson, then in charge of
surveys for Young, selected the names
of officers he served with during his
days in the Navy “Dewey, Tharn,
Flunkett, Wiley, Mayo, Fleicher, and
Moffett.”" About Funaton Strect,
Mickelzon said, “General Frederick
Funston was a Commander-in-Chief of
the 1. 5. Army before World War 1. 1
had to eneak his nume in there along
with the names of the seven Nawy
admirals.”'" With the exception of
Farragut and Sims, “the names of two
ndmirals slipped in by some Navy per-
son in the Hollywood Land and Water
Company drafting department,’ "2
strects north of the presidential string
wire named for generals “Sherman,
Lee, Sheridan, Thomas, and Persh-
img.e

Called “the widest paved street in
Florida,” Hellywood Boulevard, the
heart and soul of the city, was ninety-
two feet between curbings with four-
teen foot sidewalks on elther side 4
Designated the municipality's domi-
nant transportation and communica-
tion artery, the thickened spine of the
city center was quickly lined with Hal-
Iywood's most important commercial
structures. In the spring of 1922, resi-
dents were advised that ornamental
lighting pests every forty feet would
soon furnish illumination and make
Hollywood Boulevard “a great white
way from the Dixie to the Sen,™1e

Johnson Streef, the first east-west
artery paved all the way from Dixie
Highway to the beach, o distance of
glightly more than two miles, was com-
pleted on January 10, 1923 & pon-
toeon bridge spanned the Intruconstal
Waterway and at the beach the paving
widened out to fifty feet in order to
provide parking and turning space for
cukrs. '

Sited in the heart of the city and
eneireled by Hollywood Boulevard and
Federal Highway, Hollywood Circle
Park was designed by George Schmidt,
Young's first chiel engineer who was
fired in 1921 “for not moving fast
enough,”™ Dedicated as Harding Cir-

cle on March 13, 1923, it was renamed
Young Circle on January 22, 1935 1%
Laid out with three circle walks and
majestic botanieal gardens, covering
an areq of fen aeres, and hilled as the
largest of its kind in the State of Flor-
ida, Young Circle was considered Hol-
lywood's social and recreational cen-
ter, “a gathering place for strangers
and townspeople.” '™ City Hall Circle,
now known as Watson Circle, on Hol-
Iywood Boulevard and 26th Avenue
wins designed by Louis Platt in 1924 %
Sam Whitehead hns been credited with
laying out Hellyweod Hills and the
cregcent drive inbersecting the 4000
block of Hollvwosd Boulevard that
singe 1932 has been known as Academy
Circle.™ Young's inspiration for Hol-
lywood's circles was triggered by his
panoramic view of the great crcular
space in downtown Indianapolis pro-
vided by his ninth floor affiee suite for
the Homeseekers Realty Company in
the Indianapolis Merchants Bank
Building.**

As early as 1922, the Hollywood
Land and Water Company had its own
nursery for the propagation of hun-
dreds of varieties of plants and shrubs
with landscape architect Charles Ol
sen in charge. ™

(MNsen's largest job was landsecaping
the Hollywood golf coursze. Although
the foundation for the Hollywood Golf
and Country Club had not been laid,
the first nine holes of the eighteen hole
Hollywood golf course were completed
by the winter of 15ER* March 13, 1623,
marked the arrival of President Warren
Harding and a coterie of officials in-
cluding General Charles Dawes, Gen-
eral Charles Sawyer, United States
Bhipping Board Chairman A. B, Lasker,
and Washington publisher E. B, Me.
Lean for a golf match and then lun-
cheonm at the Hollywood Hotel, the
second building constructed by the Hal-
lywood Land and Water Company in
central Hollywood.™ The Hollywood
Golf and Country Club officially open-
ed on New Year's Eve, 1924, with a big
bash featuring the Ziegfield follies'
queen of the shimmy Gilda Grey, '™

On June 1, 1934, L. B. “Slats™ Slater
and Eleanor Farbes were married in
one of the most extravagant weddings
ever hald at the posh Hollywood Golf
and Country Club, Slater recalled that
“the roof was rolled back and we
danced under the stars on a glass floor
illuminated with colored lights. It was
guite a deal, ™=

With floodwaters sleshing over ronds,
it teok Slater sixteen hours to drive
from DeLand, where he then was at-
tending Stetson University, to Holly-
wood during his first trip to Broward in
September 1924, Slater, whowas “courts
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ing Eleanor Forbes, the only dasghter
of Hollywood Land and Water Corm-
ANy T ] Mmanager Arlie Forbes,”
recilled, “Thick hordes of mosquitoes
had to be brughed off screen doors
before entering homes, and land crabs
made Hollywood Boulevard a slippery,
smelly mess."™ According to Slater,
many early Hollywood settlers lived
lavishly; and even though it was Pro-
hibition, wherever Slater went he was
gerved liquor that had been imported
from Mussau, “1 was just a poor coun-
try bay and the high life impressed
me," he explained .

With people anxious to purchase
land on the deferred payment plan, by
1925, the Florida real estate boom was
approaching its zenith. Clogged with
speculators scrambling for acreage,
Haollywood looked as though it had
been transformed into one giant, fren:
zied real estate exchange, Hollywoad
grew ab a dizeying pace, It seemed the
flow of easy money would never cease
as tourtsis threw dollars around like
confetts and speculators bought house-
lots and acreage sight unseen. Lots in
Centeal Hollywood, the first section to
he cleared, developed, and opened for
gales,™ jumped im price more than 500
percent.™ “Engineers and execulives
gtormed and fretted because materials
and supplies could not be delivered fast
enowgh "

Crnee construction of Hollywood's
gtrecia, sidewalks, and the first build-
ings, inclading the Hollywoad Land
and Water Company garage, commu-
nity firehouse, and the electric and
waler plants, were completed in Central
Hollywood, “subdivisions sprang up
all over Hollywoed,"'™ By 1523, the
Santry Corporation had platted Hal-
lywoml Lawns and Dixie Gardens. '™
T'hu.t. O, SL James P.I'I.I'Ill:.. “a hamnd-
gomie getilement of homelike bungal-
ows on the East Dixie,"” was nearing
completion; lots were up for sale in
North Hollywood and Sooath Holly-
wood, two new additions to Hollywood
Iying immediately adjacent to the caty
proper; and blueprints were drown up
for “Venetion Villa, o subdivizion just
enst of the guiﬂin]u and h-urdi::ring th
south sideof Johnson Street destined o
surpass in beauty and charm anything
of its nature yet coneeived by man,™'
Hollywood journalist (. E. Behymer
commented, “It is a grond and glorious
feeling to realize that we have arrived
pf that enviable state as a cty devel-
opmaent when we can have sabdivi-
sioms dedicated to our progressive
(1= 1 i

The first couple to occupy B home in
Centeal Hollywood east of the Flarida
East Coast Reilway tracks was Emma
and Gﬂ;lrﬁ'i: Roden. ™ The Roden bun-

Crowd on the Broadwalk at Hollywood beach celebrates the Fourth of July,
1825. MNote bathing casino in right background.

galow at 1901 Madison Street featured
n solar water heating plant on its roof
and was conatracted in February
! R

Movember 1922 marked the start of
intensive development of Hollywood
Little Hanches, o tract situated along
IThxie H'il.[l'l.w:l.:i' j:.u:l |||'lj-|'b-i Hihg the cen-
tral section of Hollywood within a few
minutes walk of the business center,'™
Deep lots along Divie Highway were
cleared off and streets graded.”™ Water
mains were extended to  the central
part of Hollywood Little Ranches and
electric light poles set and wires strung
for the convenience of the setilers,'™

o T J * :.-. -

Opening day at the Hollywood Beach Casing, May 30, 1925,

Within the month, over 400 half acre
lots in Hollvweod Little Ranches were
sold and some twonty families were liv.
ing on small farms,™

The John Murray home, a five room
bungnlow at 2432 Hollywoeod Boule-
vierd, was the first strecture west of the
Florida East Coast Railway tracks
built in Hollywood Little Hanches,"™
Recalled Murray: “We bought a half
acre in Hollywood Little Ranches from
a zalesman we met in Jacksonville. .. A
gand path lined with palmeitoes was
the fromt walk to our home, Our backs
ached from the long trip to Dania in
ﬁl,:lr‘l. H.]I.l'ld .Il.l.'ld :I'I:H;'k ﬁ:ll.' g:rl:ln::r.ir.'«l Hﬁd.

g . §
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mail."™'™ Bevernl farms managed by
poultey farmers and vegotable growers
on a sharecrop plan were subsequently
established by the Hollywood Land
and Water Company in thia section to
supply products for company-owned
tourist facilities, '™

By December 1923, Hollywood Little
Ranches boasted an imposing 850 res-
idences, a two story business structure,
and a fifty room modern hosteley.
Originally called the Turner Apart
ment House, this three story concrote
facility at 2140 Lincoln Street was tai.
lor made “to meet practical needs of
practical people in a practical way."™
That December, residents suggested
enlling the section popularly known as
Hollywood Little Ranches by the name
“West Hollywood, ™™

Heralded as “Hollywood's new town
for Afeo-Americans™ and a “major
milestone in urban development,
Liberin was situated one mile north of
Central Hollywood and slightly west
of Dhixie Highway'™ Created to ghelter
black laborers employed by the Holly-
wood Land and Water Company in
clearing sections and laying streets
and sidewalks, Liberia was a separnte
town in which potential residents could
control their own municipal affairs,

Liberia was laid out along “modern
lines,"* Blueprints called for Liberin
tocontain streets of ample width paved
with ojus rock; electric lights and water
furnished from central plants; a block
for a achool and churches; and a five
nere circle park similar in design to
Hollywoed's Young Circle,'™ No stores
wore permitted in residentinl sections,'®
All businesses were confined to com-
mercial districts.™ According to the
July 1923 izsue of The Hollywood Re
porfer annosuncing Liberia, ", | .
through opening of this new town, Afro-
Americans can share something of the

The Hollywood Beach Hotel, Broward County's larg-
est at the time of its completion in 1925. A close look

prosperity Hollywood has brought to
the East Coast aof Florida,

Omnee o “wild, inaccessible piece of
land," the Beach Section of Hollywood,
a teact strétehing a mile north and
south and nearly a quarter of a mile
east and west between the inland water
route and the Atlantic Ocean, began in
January 1982 taking on the appear-
pnce of a development,'™ After chief
engineer Frank Dickey completed pre-
liminary surveys of the Beach Section,
subsequently called Hollywood Beach,
Firat Addition, crews heﬁan clearing
away the mangroves and utilizing a
hydraulic pressure washing system to
foree down the sand ridge and dislodge
palmetto roots along the beach in order
b create a firm and level surfaee for the
eventual construction of buildings and
strects,'™ That month, 250 lots out of
GO0 lots were sold."™ Completion of the
Johnson Street artery to the beach on
Januoary 10, 1923, made Hollywood
Beach, First Addition the center of
activity. "™ By Febroary 1924, the first
permanent structare, a 100000000 resi:
dence built by J. L. Frank three blocks
south of the proposed Hollywood Beach
Casino,was nearly finished. ™

Proposals to transform Hollywood's
beach into “one of the most attractive
resort centers on Lhe east const™ called
for “keeping hilarity and frolic separ-
ated from ch residents who may
prefer o more guiet and ordered exist-
ence."'"™ Included in the scheme to
develop “a refuge from inclement win-
ters and depressingly hot summers,'"#
were a gigantic pier o half mile in
extent reaching out into the ocean a
distance of 800 feet which would house
the most elaborate and extensive
amusement complex in the State of
Florida™ and the Broadwalk, m unigue
pedestrinn  cement menade thirty
feet in width along l.ﬂ:]ahure for a dis-

tanee of one and one-half miles which
was patterned after Atlantic City's
boardwalk. ™ The Broadwalk’s construe-
tion was triggered by Young in order to
give Hollywood a nationwide reputa-
tion as "the Atlantic City of the
South,"™ Betweon the Broadwalk and
the ocenn was a stripof coastline graded
down to the water's edge which was
dedicated to the city as a permanent
bathing beach.'™

Through Young's foresight, Holly-
wood boasted Florida's largest and bast
appointed bathing pavilion. There,
40,000 celebrants gathered on July 4,
1925, to mark the nation's 14%th birth-
day.™ Those who had the financial
means to do so attended Hollywood's
Independence Day golf tournaments,
greased pole climbs, sack races, bath-
ing beauty parade, and the Cacsar
LaMonaca band concert.™ To top the
events was a water ahow which fen:
tured fancy diving, swim meests, canoe
tilting, and log rolling contests at the
Hollywood Beach Casino on the Broad-
walk, just south of Johnson Street.'®
Constructed at an estimated cost of a
quarter million dollars, the Hollywood
Bench Casino was regarded as a poten-
tial year round center for social life. It
boasted 824 locker rooma, B0 shower
baths, a shopping arcade, and an
Olympic-sized swimming poal,

For awhile, Young could not be stop-
ped, While negotiators were still dicker.
ing about the final details in the set.
tlement of the Florida East Coasi
Railway freight embargo which brought
South Florida construction screeching
toa halt in the fall and winter of 1925,
he began taking action. Undaunted by
the rail transportation slowdown with
its restrictions on carload shipments of
lumber, brick, tile, cement, lime, plas-
ter, irom, and steel,® Young hired his
owTl sea-borne fleet to transport build-
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at this October 12, 1926 photo reveals damage from
the September hurricane of that year.

summmer/fall 1987 — 11



ing supplies for his growing city. He
even dispatched twe freighters to Bel-
gium with requisitions to bring back
cement for the plush, multi-million dol-
lar Hollywood Beach Hotel %

A landmark occupying an BOO-foot
benchfront parcel, overlooking the At-
lantic Ocean, and marking the enst
terminal of Hollywood Boulevard, the
Hollywood Beach Hotel was widely
regarded ag “Florida's largest and
most beautiful hotel,”**The facility
which was constructed at o cost of more
than three million dollars®™ was seven
stories high and had 500 rooms all with
baths.™ Rates including meals were
$12.50 and up: for twoe in a room, the fiee
was twenty dollars and up.®® After it
formally opened in February 1926, the
Hollywood Besxch Hotel became the
scene of classy parties, the winter home
of northern indusirialists and the visit-
ing quarters for scores of celebrities. ™

In contrast to the Hollywood Beach
Hotel, “tent city” alao was completed, ™
This complex, bordered by Washington
Street and the Broadwalk, consisted of
hundreds of cottage-like structures equip-
ped with “running watber, electric lights,
comforts, and conveniences” and roof-
ed with colorful striped canvas.™ In-
spired by tent cities found along Cali-
fornia’s beaches, Hollywood's tent city
“where many people of the betier class
could live with their families for a few
weeks or months™" was considered to
be the forerunner of contemporary,
luxury motels, =

“A superb district with the choicest
residential apots in the state,” the Hal-

rwood Lakes Section was offered to
the public on March 1, 192390 The
property was exactly one mile square.
It was situated to the east of the central
unit and immediately west of the beach,
just & fraction over a mile from the
ocean ab its most distant point. ™ Hel-
Iywoed Bowlevard, from the Dixie High-
way tothe ocean, was designed to pass
mﬂf through the center of this dis-

Ewvery foot of this mile square platte
ns Section 14 contained rich marl so0il
where flowers and ornamental shrab-
bery could be grown in profusion,™
Already, vast sums of money had been
:ﬁnenl by the Hollywood Land and

ater Company in"magnificent land-
scaping, '™

The nome “Lakes Section”™ was de-
rived from two artificial lakes then
being excavated by fwo construction
dredges on cither side of Hollywood
Boulevard ** According to the Novem-
ber 1923 issue of The Hollywoeod He
porter, “These two parallel lagoons,
containing a total of 175 acres, will be
the largest artificial lakes in the Siate
of Florida. They extend west from the

Florida Enst Coast Canal for a dis-
tance of almost & mile. At the western
extremities are two expansive circalar
turning basins of ten acres ench, where
vachts and houseboats can dock in the
very heart of the city. At the eastern
headwaters, where the lakes begin, is n
rectangular sheet of water in either
lnke, more than a gquarter of a mile
across. The connecting  walorsay be-
twepn the two basins has a uniform
width of 470 feet, or almost the length
of a average city block."™*

In addition to Hollywood Boulevard,
destined to be “one of the most pictu.
resque drives in the country” which ran
between the fwo lakes, landscaped
drives and parkways and “beawtiful
homes of the better sort” were planned
“to give to this section the tone and
standing which its natural setting calls
fop, " g:-mm in the Hollywood Lakes
Section in 1923 ranged in price from
&5,000.00 to §7,000.00.=

In 1924.the "Broward, "the largest
shallow wnter d cever uzed in Flar
ida, was added to the Hollywood fleet
deedging the Hallywood Lakes Sec-
tion.® Built specifically for this impor-
tant engineering task by the Ellicott
Machine Corporation of Baltimore at a
cost of $125,000,00, the “Broward” was
fueled by distillnge stored in two enor-
mous ingide tanks and was operated by
a crew of 21 men working in three
ghifts, =

Mews ncoounts relate that the ** Bro.
wiard's enormous rotary knives cut
into the solid earth and eat it away in
huge chunks. The job is done as neatly
ns an expert spader slices off the top
goil in a garden.... Roots and rocks have
little power to impede the progresa of
the mechanical digester. Evervihing
goes. As soil is dislodged and broken
up, it is sucked through sixtesn inch
conduits and forced out through termi-
nal pipes where it iz rapidly making
new land."™ In just three dave of hav-
ing “Broward” on the job, “the north.
east corner of the Hollywood Lakes
Section adjoining Johnson Street had
been filled to an average depth of from
three and a halfl to four feet,”™

The Hollywood Land and Water Com-
pany announced that all seil would be
removed in the lake baging down to the
coral rock bottoms which varied fram
anly a few feot to nine and ten feet in
places thus nssuring firm clear bottoms
in both lakes ™ The tons of rock re
moved from the lake bottoma were ear-
marked for paving streets in the Haol-
lywoed Lakes Section and on the
beach. This procedure was designed to
reduce the cost of paving and save ime
in eliminating long hauls,®

On April 11, 1924, fire broke aut an
board the “Broward” and the dredge

sank.® Young, who was up north at the
time, called chief engineer Frank Dic.
key and sent him to Baltimore to order a
replacement.™ In addition tothe “Brow-
ard I1." dredges maintained by the Hol-
Iywood Land and Water Company’s
engineering department included the
“Hallandale™ and the “General.” Fol-
lowing completion of Morth Lake and
South Lake in the Hollywood Lakes
Section, the dredges were transferred to
Lake Mabel to start the wark of trans-
forming it into present-day Port Ever-
Elades =

Young had a grand flair for strategy
and devised the idea of developing
present-day Port Everglades while he
was grounded in a speedboat on Lake
Mabel's mud flets with engineer R. D.
Wells.™ Bubsequently, Young purchas-
ed land parcels which extended from
Lake Ma!;:i to his Hellywoeed holdings.
Furthermore, heinvited General George
W. Goethals, chiefl engineer of the
Panamn Canal, to Broward tosubstan-
tiate hisclaim that one day Lake Mabel
could be a major port of call; its ship-
ping lines would stretch to such inter-
national harbors as Liverpool, Ham-
burg, Cherbourg, Panama, Buenos
Mires, and New York.®

Recalled A. C. “Tony” Mickelson:
“Joseph Wesley Young was a born
promoter gifted with imagination and
tremendous vitality, When he decided
to crente a deep water seaport at Lake
Mabel, he took me to the site and tald
me that someday right where we were
standing we would see foreign ships
coming into a warld harbor, That mud.
hold became the site of present-day
Port Everglades,"==

In February 1922, Hollywood only
had five families which lived cast of
Dixie Highway, That yvear, one reom in
the Messick home at Madison Street
and present-day 16th Avenue was trans.
formed inte a school for six voungs-
ters,™ In 1923, Hollywood's first hatel
opened;™ the Business Men's Associa-
tion, Hollywood Post of the American
Legion, Chamber of Commerce, and
Hollywood Women's Club were char-

7 and 2500 vacationers repres-

enting nine states were counted on o
Drecember duy at the beach. ™ The year
of 1%24 marked the opening of the Hol.
lvwood Theater, Hollywood's first ci-
nema, and the Hollywood State Bank,
“a symbol of comemercial integrity and
financial strength;™™= the founding of
Hollywood's first newspaper, the Holly-
wood News, a weekly edited by J.
Rogers Gore;™ and the utilization of
Hollywood Boulevard as a landing
atrip by a Hollywood Land and Water
Company photographer flying a Cur-
tizsJN-4, a World War I mode] know s
the ' Jenny. "= The vear of 1925 brought
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the organization of the Hollywaaed
Kiwanis Clubs the opening of Holly-

wood Central School; dlhe
umu!'tmﬁulh B2 %u&c

across the lhlrﬂmu'hl thrwa.:.' ata
cost of $110,000.00,

By January 1926, Hollywosd had
2420 dwellings, 356 apartment build-
ings, 262 business huildings, 20 garage
apartments, and six hotels with three
more under construction,® Its asses-
sed valuntion was twenty million dol-
lars.” The city boasted three bands
and five orchestros; 165 telephones in
use; and 41 miles of strects, 100 miles of
sidewalks, and &0 miles of water
mains.™ Hollywood had 18,000 pcres
within its corporate limits including
six and one-half miles along the ocean-
front.* Hollywood's population was
18,000, Tmpressed with Hollywood's
phenomennl progress, residents from
Dania and Hallsndale that January
petitioned the Florida legislature and
the Hollyword city commission to an-
nex their communities to the Holly
waod corporation

Hollywood became an official entity
on Movember 28, 1925, Ten davs later,
Haollywaond city commissioners borrove-
ed E200.000,00 to finance municipal
operations.* When the city government
was activated, Young proposed the
selection of C, H. Windham of Long
Beach, California, as Hollywood's ﬁl‘ﬂ-i
city manager.®® Until Windham armv-
ed on March 15, 1986, to take over the
post, Walter H. Seely and George 1.
Porter conducted the affairs of the city.
Windham resigned on September 4,
1936, to become first general manager
of Port Everglades, The teo-story build-
ing at 219 North 21st Avenue, con-
sirected by Hont Brothers of Minmi=®
and completed in July 1924, was trans-
formed from headquarters for the Hol-
lywood Publishing Company into Hol-
lywood's firat city hall =

During the memorable summer of
19285 with scores of apartment houses
and hotels being projected for Young's
“dream city,” specalation had been
quick and easy; and evervbody was
making money on land prices, Lots
were bought from blueprints with only
| Lentibern:enr.duwn payment. This bind-
er did not finalize the transaction but
few peaple worried about future instal-
Iments, for nine purchasers out of ten
acquired lots with only one goal, to
resell, and planned to transfer their
binders to other speculators at a prodi-
gious profit,®™ In the wake of a Novem-
ber stock market slump and subspguent
tightening of bank loans and an in-
come tax law requiring payment of a
tax on at least fifty percent of any gain
from property sales,™ the spring of
1926 brought a drastic decline in real
estate activity, As a result, people whe

held binders on property could not dis-
pose of their mﬁ?aud began defauli-
ing on payments. Cases were reported
in which land encumbered with asses-
sments and taxes amounting to more
than the cash originally obtained for it
and blighted with half completed de-
velopment reverted back to the original
owners.™ The bubble had burst; rev-
enmues guddenly dropped; and business
came nearly to a standstill. A whaole
sale deflation seemed inevitable

To renew confidence of inveators and
reverse the downtrend, Young decided
to forge ahead with the development of
the entire Hollywood Hills Section asa
gingle unit®™ Previously, the Holly-
wood Land and Water Company had
paved streets and constructed curbs
and sidewalks in each district of Holly-
woad as it was opened and then com-
menged with building homes and apart-
ments,™ Lacking the equipment and
machinery necessary to install the
miles and miles of strects and side-
walks for all of Hollywoed Hilla in one
Tallscale operation, in June 1926,
Young for the first fime hired a con-
tractor for the job.™ The contractor
selected by Young was Samuel Horvite
whose firm, the Highway Construction
Enmpawky &fﬂhin,wn then deing pav-
ing w in Miami® The Highway
Construction Company of Ohio had
completed the majority of its stipulated
job agreement for the Hollywood Hills
Section when the hurriceneof Septem-
ber 18, 1926, slammed into the city =

At the time when the gtorm battered
Hollywood and left behind a trail of
death and dﬂh-l.ll::‘Llnn "Irgu:ng was in
Mew York acquiring finam:m] support
for his model municipality. ™ After he
heard about the hurricane, he imme-
diately chartered a train and made the
trip to South Florida in a record thirty-
ane hours,

Young discovered that many Haolly-
wood residents were overwhelmed by
the wind velocity and extensive flood-
ing which accompanied the rains, Many
WETH A0S mnlntecf az if they had been
margoned in Antarctica. When it be-
came impossible to get to a hospital, an
overfurned septictank at Ralph Thomp-
son's manufacturing plant on Garfield
Strewt was utilized as o delivery room
shelter, ™

The monster hurricane claimed thir
ty-seven lives. ™ Trees were uprooted,
wirea wera downed, and signboards
mnd roofs were sent flying. Shingle,
stucen, and concrete houses and build-
ings were demolished resulting in mil-
liong of dollars in property losses. Just
as the Boulevard Apariments on Hol-
Iywood Boulevard, west of Ninth Ave-
nue, was abowat o collapse, Dr. and Mrs,
L. W. McCormick and T. D. Ellis, Jr.
scrambled aboard a barge in order to

reach the Park View Hotel and rejoin
thetr neighbors.™ When the hurricane
finally subsided, people dug themselves
out and counted their blessings,

Az Chairman of the Hollywood Re-
lief Committee, Young took charge of
the rebuilding program and supervised
the distribution of food, clothing and
medical supplies. Advertisements for
2,000 laborers, at a daily rate of five
dellars per person, were placed in coun-
ty newspapers. In addition, funds were
allocated for rapui:ing the Broadwalk
and planting trees on the beach,™

To bolster morale, the Hollywood
Municipal Band, under the direction of
Caesar LaMonaca, assembled on Hol-
Iywood Boulevard to play rousing
marches and concerts ™ Sputhern Bell
began restoring telephone service:

ights-of-way were granted to the Sea-
board Air Line Railway through Hal-
Ly wrood, ™

Hollywepd"s first hospital was estab-
lighed by D, Harrison A, Walker in a
building at 324 Indiana Street;™ the
Hollywood Woman's Club sponsored
the opening of a public library:® plans
were implemented for a "permanent”
city hall in Hollywood's “westaside
circle,” now known as Watson Circle #
Community residents vowed to begin
anew, Nonetheless, after the initial
surge of action, thousands went back
north. They were unable to cope with
the stapggering tasks of rebuilding, The
population of Hellywoeod fell from
18,000 to 2500, Central beach lots,
which once sold at prices ranging from
£3,000.00 to $10,000.00, then fetched
betwneen 210000 and $300.00 each. The
aplit of Hallandale and Dania from the
Hollywood corporation, sparked by
voters unwilling to pay municipal
taxes to a bankrupt Hollywood, further
dramatized the agony ™

Even though housing construction
came to g virtual standstill and the job
picture grew bleak, Young still cham-
pioned IETE Ewriladﬂ Scheduled for
Washington's Birthday in 1928, the
ceremony marking the creation of Port
Ewverglades attracted 20,000 spectators.
Photographers represented Pathe, Fox,
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, and Hearst
Mewsreels and considerable atiention
wag paid around the nation.™ For
many, the high point was when Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge would press a
golden telegraph key on his desk in the
White House which, in torn, would det.
onate a double blast of dynamite and
remove the last bit of sand separating
the Atlantic Ocean from Lake Mabel,
thereby creating the deep water sea-
EML Imn]ica]!my, the ::p]mimﬂlz:iited to

etonate bul the port was o BYTik-
bolically anyway, ™ = e
But, that was not the only snafu con-
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Samuel Horvitz, founder of Holly-
wood, Inc.

nected with the port's opening. Bro-
wird ploneer Myrile Anderson Gray,
then head bookkeeper with Young's
Tropical Dredging and Construction
Company and the only woman
among 500 men emploved at the port,
recalled that the night before the cere-
miony a storm washed away the barrier
separating the Atlantic Ocean and
Lake Mabel, “There wasn't any land
left to blow up,™ ™ To salvage the core-
mony, dredges piled back the sand “so
there would be samething to detonate
and something to see "

With the hope that the projected port
facilities would spearhead business
and industrial development, Young
acted to prevent further sales’ defaults
in Hollywood by writing to Sheriff Paul
Bryan and Judge Fred B. SBhippey:
“SBince the official opening of Lake
Mabel Harbor, 1mah?.r|:bﬂwwn Huolly-
wiid and Fort I.qludl:-rdﬁu]l_-., to world
shipping, Hollywood had passed intoa
new era of prosperity: and, therefore,
lot owners would be entitled to substan-
tial discounts on their contracts.”™™

With fee schedules set and plans
finalized for the canals, turning basins,
jetties, piers, and sen walls within the
port district, Young also helped launch
the movement, “Believers In Holly.
wood, Ine.” to lure back financial inves-
tors. ™ Initial officers of the organiza.
tion were Philip Adler, president; Joln
Matson, vice president; and Charles

Drake, secretary, In response to an
invitation to join the group, legislntor
Herbert Drane commented, “] consider
it & great honor to be thoaght of in con-
nection with Hollywood because in my
opinion it is destined to be a very great
port, It is built upon a firm foundation
with a magnificent harbor in front and
some of the richest agricultural lands
in the world immediately back of it. |
vigited H-I:r";.r'n'r.ruﬂ I.'L-l,."i:l.l.']_',' Lwa YOOrs LEo
when the idea of a harbor was merely a
harbor of dreams, but I believed in it
and [ am glad to know that this is one of
the times when dreams come troe ™™
John Martin, Governor of the State of
Florida from 19256 to 1929, and T. V.
O'Connor, Chairman of the United
States Shipping Board, also endorsed
the Hallywood movement, The latter
noted that, apon completion, “the har-
bor would be easy of access, safe, and
commodions,"

Drespite last ditch efforts to promote
the port, Young aaw hie Hollywoeosd pro-
ject turned into a vast boondoggle. Ex-
pansion inte the Hollywood Hills Sec-
tion was apparently his ultimate un-
doing. Young invested millions of dol-
lars into his “dream city™ in the belief
that it would prosper. Following the
1926 hurrieane, his empire collapsed.

Young, who had paid only S20E000.00
of the £266,000.00 owed to the Highway
Conatruction Company of Ohio, had
ordered the firm to stop work in the
Haollywoed Hillz Section on February 2,
1927.7 The following August, with the
Highway Construction Company of
Ohio's founder Samuel Horvitz claim-
ing Young was indebted to him for
6300000 as well ps for profits he
would have aequired had paving work
continuwed, Young signed a revised con-
tract promising escalafing paymenis
beginning at $100,000.00 a month.™
Unable to reactivate his selling and
development operations, Young found
himself heavily in debt. Conseguently,
he sent his attorneys to {,‘Je:zland b
prevent Horvite from collecting on the
contract; but after n Cuyahoga Coanty
judge ruled in favor of Horvitz, award-
ing him two million dollars, and
Young's attorneys were subsegquently
unsuceessful in their mission o over
turn the Ohio judgment through litiga-
tion in the Florida Supreme Court, in
settlement of the debt, Young on Sep-
tember 1, 1930, lost control of his vast
Haollywood haldings on the steps of the
Faort Lavderdale courthouwse at sheriffs
auction. The year of 1930 insugurated
an agreement between Young's two
major creditors, the Highway Construe.
tion Company of Ohio and the Mercan-
tile Investment and Holding Company
of New York, and the formation of three
new corporations, Hollywood, Ine., Hol-

lywood Land Company, Inc., and the
Mercantile Certificate Corporation, to
consolidate and eventually liquidate
all of the tax liens, mortgages, and
foreclosed properties including thous-
ands of lots in the Hollywood Hills area
and North Central Beach, formerly
owned by Young =

Despite thecrash, Young managed to
retain his Hollywood Boulevard homae;
and he continued working with his
propaosal for a summer resort in the
Adirondack Mountains near Old Forge,
Mew Yoark, r:uhm:q_u:ﬁ.l!l:,r ealled Hn]]:,r-
wood-In-The-Hills, which would even-
tually complement the Florida devel-
apment at Hollywood ™ Young even
purchased acreage near Vineland, New
Jersey, where he hoped to plat another
subdivision.™ Howewver, in December
1933, while in New York, he was
stricken with a form of influenza. ™
Confident that the Florida sun would
rid him of the infection, he returned to
Hollywaod to restore his health, ™ On
April 28, 1934, while conferring with
Joe Kelly, chief of the firm's public rela-
tions department, about Hallywood-In-
The-Hills in his study at his Hollywood
Boulevard home, Young without warns
ing slumped forward in his chair®™
Dwath reportedly was instantaneous
from heart failure,™ Hollywood's foun-
der Joseph Wesley Young was dead at
the age of fifty-one™ Young's estate
listed total Broward County property
holdingas of £3.500000. This included
S1,000000 in real estate and 2,500,000
personal property.™

Az conditions steadily deteriormbed
in Hollywood in the wake of the mons:
ter September 1926 hurricane, sales
ebbed and business enterprises of every
kind shut down. Land values collapsed.
Scores of homeowners lost their prop-
erly because they could not meet mort-
Rﬂg; payments. Tax bills remained un-
paid.

Florence Lubinski Gassler, who ae.
cepted every available nursing position
in order to pay her grocery bills, recal-
led: “Maost of my cases were confined (o
the Hollywood Beach Hotel because
guests there were the only ones wi
money. If you worked for lecal resi-
dents you usualiy didn't get paid. Back
then, nurses earmed six dollars for an
eight hour shift: seven dollars for o
twelve hour shift; and eight dollars for
a twenty houar shift."*

Induly 1932, the Hollywood city com-
mission met in 4N emergency Session
to resolve the city's most pressing prob-
lem, a shortage of money. The fiscal
crunch resulted in an aubumn ordinance
which authorized the issunnce of serip,
in liew of cash, to pay municipal em:-

loyees theirsalaries. ™ Hollywood was
in such o slump that municipal em-
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Cartoon map of Hollywood, 1935, shows many of the cty's plonesr residents snd businesses.



ployess could not quit becanse they
were unable to secure jobs elsewhere,
Thus, for nearly two vears, they skrug-
gled along with letters of credit in liew
of hard currency. Times were so diffi.
cult that the city raised revenue for its
bankrupt treasury by collecting a share
of the profits from local gambling
CRKLn0E, ™
However, there were some signs of
progress. In 1930, work started on the
construction of route U8, 1 from south
Dania, along the former East Dixie
Highway or Eighteenth Avenue, to the
Dade-Broward line. The Hollywood
Hills Inn, on the third circle on western
Hollywoed Boulevard, had been desig-
nated as the focal point for the Holly-
wood Hills Section. In 1932, however, it
was transformed into the Riverside
Military Academy.™ That year, the
American Society of Civil Engineers,
Florida Medical Association, and the
Florida Congress of Parent Teachers
Asgzociation held conventions at the
Hollywood Beach Hotel ™ In 1934, the
Orange Brook Golf and Country Club
and Dowdy Field, a ballpark on Dixie
Highway between Johngon and Hayes
Streets, were opened. In 1935, the city
commission secured a loan for the con.
struction of & water softener aystem at
the municipal water plant located at
Hollywood Boulevard and 35th Ave
mue. In addition, Fiesta Tropicale, an
annual festival with a Latin-American
theme, was inaugurated ™
In 1937, Samuel Horvitz purchased
the interests of his partners in Holly-
wood, Ine, and affilisted companies,
opened & real estate office in Miami,
and launched & selling program aimed
mt the eastern section of Hollywood, ™
Meanwhile, upon learning that Young
allegedly had appropriated funds paid
by a number of investors on their par-
cels to finance projects sponsored by the
Hollywood Land and Water Company
instead of paving off their morigages
as promised, Horvitz ensured thatall of
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Servicemen parading down Hollywood Boulevard promote the Third War

Loan drive, September 12, 1943,

the tampered deeds were awarded to
ench of the affected investors free and
elear,™ Tax and title specialist L. B,
“Blats™ Slater worked for Hollywood,
Ire. froomm 1937 to 1946, Said Slaters “Mr,
Horvitz was quite a wonderful guy. He
respected o contract and lived up to it
During the Depression, Mr. Horvitz
wis Hollywood's largest taxpayer. He
paid property taxes to the city when
almost nobody else did, He was o very
planner and organizer and as
soon as he got inte town things started
popping.'™
To promote Hollywood as a vacation
center, the Hollywood Beach Hotel stay-
ed open year round in 1939, That yvear,
general manager Osear Johnson an-
nounced 42,000 baoklets had been print-
ed and 58000.00 had been spent on
advertising the famed hostelry, ™
Touted ms the ideal resort for those
seeking comfort, the Hollywood Beach

A,

T

B

Riverside Military Academy, c. 1967. By this time the old Hollywood Hills Inn
in the center of the circle had been replaced by a new barracks building.

Hotel boasted soch amenities as the
world's largest hotel solarium and a pri-
vately leased wire connecting the facil-
ity with the New York Stock Ex-
change.”™ When the Young empire
crumpled subsequent o the September
1926 EII.I'I!T.i{'H]'IE'. the Hollywood Beach
Hotel was nequited by Albert Rosen.
thal, Edwin Rosenthal, and E. I. Kauf.
man.™ Pioneer civie leader Robert An-
derson recalled that in the ensuing
Depression the Hollywood Beach Hotel
was Hollywood's biggest employer. ™

Hollywood's population rose from
2J6ES in 1930 to 4,500 in 1935 06,239 in
1940.0m July 21, 1940, Hollvwood's
Great Southern Hotel on 19th Avenue
and Hollywood Boulevard
orupted in flames. ™ Aroused by cries of
fire, the hotel's thirty-seven guests
grabbed whatever they could find and
fled. Bhortly after the Hollywood fire
department arrived at the scene and
laid lines to battle the blaze, supple-
mentary fire units were summoned
from Dania, Fort Lauderdale, and
Miami.* The embers were doused
within two and one-half hours, but, ot
before Gilbert J. Higgens, the first
fireman in Hollywood's history to be
killed while fighting a fire, was electro-
cuted when a high tension wire broke
and fell on his back.™ During the 1926
hurricane, this boomtime structure had
served as a makeshift hospital for more
than 1,000 persons; and, in the 193i0s,
when mmgﬁng was a major Holly.
wirl industry, the hotel had boasted a
Eaming room.™

With the ndvent of World War 1T, Hol-
Iywood experienced one of its periodic
booms. The Riverside Military Academy
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was transformed into a United States
Maval Air Gunners’ School; the Holly-
wood Beach Hotel became a United
StatesNaval Indoctrination and Train-
ing School; and, the Hollywood Golf
and Couniry Clob was converted into
an entertninment cenber for service
mien by the Chamber of Commerce, ™

Robert Andersan, wha handled all
Hollywood deaft deferments, recalled
that army pilots sprayed insect repel-
lants over the community to eliminate
pesky biters so that (.18 could train on
Hollywood's beaches and that German
gubmarines attacked the Merchant
Marine within sight of the Hollywood
ghoreline.™ It was a time of tension
and turmoil. Beaches were covered with
debris from wartorn vessels; explosives
floated ashore,

Asfighting escalated, Hollywood mobil:
ized for the wartime effort.™ Scores
joined the Civilian Defenge Corps and
voluntesred for war work with the Hed
Crozs. Blackouts were enforced. Few
drove the ocean route after sunset, And,
the evening social life along the water-
front evaporated.

In 1943, Hollywood residents turned
out at the polls to pass a referendum
calling for the establishment of a post-
war improvement fund for the creation
of a sewer disposal plant and sanitary
sewer system.® After the war, soldiers
with “sand in their shoes™ returned to
Haollywooed as year round residents and
a natiomally known real estate inves-
tor, Ben Tobin, acguired the Hollywood
Bench Hotel from the Navy.™ As the

Navy took its departure, workmen and
members of the hotel staff readied the
fucility for tourist occupancy.®™ The
hotel opened on December 20, 19459
Projects postponed because of building
restrictions, scarcity of materials, and
a manpower shortage daring the war
years were undertaken ™ The facility
was repainted and refurbished; addi-
tions were made; and & building permit
was secured in 1948 for what officiala
termed the largest swimming pool and
cabana colony in America.™
Hollywood's population surged from
7,500 in 1945 to 14,351 by 1950,9 Even
two hurricanesin the fall of 1947, which
triggered flooding and damaged the
Bropdwalk, uprooted trees and leveled
hutldings, did not hinder Hollywood's
growth. Throughout the late 1940a,
lots sald in the beach distriet were buailt
up with numerous small aparimenta
and scattered parcels in the ares be-
tween the Florida East Coast Railway
iracks and the City Hall and in the sou-
theastern portion of Hollywood were
developed for single family housing. ™"
The year of 1950 brought the opening
of the Bank of Hollywoed, later called
the Hollywood Bank and Trust Com-
pany and now known as the Barneit
Bank of Hollywood, with S320,000000 in
assels. ™ A personable Robert Ander
son helped establish the Bank of Hol-
lywond and was narmed bank president
in 1855, In 1955, Anderson also entered
the political arens and was named to
the Miramar city council. In September
14966, he was appointed to the Holly-

Joseph Watson, retired army general and longtime Hollywood city manager.

vl city commission to replace B. Lo
Diavid wheo resigned to become judge of
the court of record. Anderson was
elected to the post for the full four-vear
term in 1987 and was named Holly-
wond’s vice mayor.”™ When Anderson
once was asked how he could find time
for politics in his hectic schedule he
told the press that “a busy man can
always find time for something impor-
tant and helping to govern Hallywood
i of the utmost importance™=

If some civie leaders flushed crimson
it February 1951, it was understanda-
ble. That was the year when the one
millicn dollar bond issue referendwum,
providing for the establishment of Hol-
Iywood's Memorial Hospital, did not
pass at the polls because too few free
holders furned out to make the election
valid.™ The sethback was serious enough
to prompt & score of civie leaders in-
cluﬂin: .8, Holland, Nelson Elsasser
and Henry D, Perry, to launch an ex-
tengive campaign in support of the pro-
ject and to secure as co-sponsors offi-
cials at Fort Lauderdale's Broward
General Hoapital = On March 31, 1951,
the referendum passed with a vote of
4,342 for and 168 against. Conseguent-
Iy, on February 16, 1953, the first ten

atients were admitted to the medical

acility situated at 35th Avenue and
Johneon Street.™ Af the time, it con-
tained one hundred beds.

OneSonday morning near sunrise in
1953, a Navy plane bound from Jack-
sonville to Guantanamo Bay in Culba,
dropped a 1,300 pound torpedo in a
palmetto patch near the densely popu-
linded southwest section of Hollyveood. ™
The torpedo was shaken loose when the
plane, then on a practice anti subma-
rine flight, hit rough weather at ap-
proximately 8,000 feet™ A bomb dis-
posal squad was rushed by helicopter
to Hollywood from Opa Locka to dis-
mantle the torpedo. Although there
wag noexplogion, Hollywood city man-
ager Joseph Watson pressed hard for a
morstorium on military training flights
aver the ety during subsequent talka
with the armed forces. ™

Wataon had been named to the post
of Hollvwood city manager on June 6,
1952, Following his appointment, he
brought al.ahi]itflut-n A municipality
which had employed twenty-one city
managers in 8 twenty-five year per-
o, Affectionately known as the
dean of Broward County city manag-
ers, Watsaon survived a number of muni-
cipal upheavals by having the good
gense to steer clear of politica.”™ When
asked the secret to eternal tenure in a
city hall job in which some city manug-
ers had a tough time lasting even o
couple of weeks, Watson tactfully rep-
lied, *I just domy job, I've been lucky to
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have had excellent city commissioners
to work with.,"™ A top notch adminis-
trator who learned that missing a gar
bage collection would get the public
angry quicker than anything else, Wat.
gon admitted that he would rather be a
leader than a boss, Widely admired for
his efficiency and acamen in making
tough, bold decisions, Watson main-
tained that the most difficult part of his
job was putting together o sound bud-
ET‘I.'I.'I"'

A |:|n¢-|'_'i|'|11,: prr—;iﬂi:nl:. of l:hl,-. F]m'id.u
City Managers Association and Bro-
ward County Lengue of Municipalities,
Watson became the first city manager
in the nation Lo receive an award from
the National Recreation and Parks As-
gociation after he converted a six acere
abandoned rock pit on Hollywood Bowl-
evard into David Park,™ Watson died
at the age of 72. City Hall Circle, his
home during his eighteen year tenure
as Hollywood s city manager, has been
renamed Watson Circle in his mem.

ary.

In 1954, the year following the arri-
val of William I Horvite, the youngest
son of Samuel Horvitz, in Hollywood to
join his father's organization, Holly-
wood, Ine. proceeded with its first plan-
ned housing development.™ After the
ares was filled, street improvements
were put development. After the aren
was filled, street improvements
were pul in, and a thirty acee tract was
gl aside for a fature shopping center
subseguently called the Hollywooed
Mall. Lots in the Central G-:-Il'gac!iun
running from the Orange Brook Golf
Course to Arthur Street and bounded
by Park Koad on the west and by the
Seaboard Air Line Eailway tracts on
the cast were offered to individuals and
builders.™ Following the death of
Samuel Horvitz in 1856, William D.
Horvitz became Hollywood, Ine.’s new
president.™

The year of 1958 brought the launch:
ing by Hollywood, Ine. of the Hally-
wond Hills Section, a subdivision ean-
taining fully developed building sites
already provi with alleys, paved
streets, sidewalks, and wtilities™ the
inauguration of a planning and zoning
department; and the opening of the
Diplomat Hotel and Country Club. In
the ensuing years, this tourist and con-
vention magnet built by Samuael Fried.
land has atiracted top name entertain-
ers and such dignitaries as Presidenta
Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter to Hal-
lywomd, ™™

By the late 1950s, Hollywood con-
sisted of two independent units, name-
Iy, Old Hollywood, which followed
along lines established by Joseph Wes-
ley Young, with the central business
district as its core area, and West Hol-

Iywood, an unincorporated section
with its focnl point st U8, 441 and Hol-
Iywond Boulevard, ™ West Hollywood
was dubbed a “bedroom community.”
These two entities were separabed by a
two mile corridor of undeveloped acre-
BE® which was transformed inte Hill-
crest, a develapment platted by Ben
Tobin,™ and the 860 acre subdivision
called Emerald Hills just north of Hol-
Iywood Hills Stage en which was
nﬁg&d by Hollywood, Ine in early
I .:H

By 1960, Hollywood had 229 miles of
streets, 194 miles of water mains and
13,019 meters; and 6,707 apartment
and motel units, 2422 hotel rooms, and
12,171 single-farnily homes within ita
city limits ™ The first full line depart-
ment store in Hollywood, Sears-Roe-
buck and Company, opened its deorsin
1964 in the 325000 square fool air
conditioned Hollywood Mall ' That
year, the new eighteen story Home
Federal Tower also opened. It became
the county's tallest cooperative office
apartment building.™* In 1966, Holly-
wood, Ine. and Enterprise Developers
af Fort Lauvderdale began the develop-
ment of the South Florida Industrial
Park. Designed to bring “light indus-
try"” to Hﬂﬁ:.'wmd. the South Florida
Industrial Park was comprised of 150
acres at the intersection of Interstate 95
and Sheridan Street, bounded by Sti-
rling Boad on the north and the Sea-
board Air Line Railway tracks on the
o

The vear of 1967 saw Hollywood with
35,045 single-family residences, 1,985
duplexes, Th3 apartment buildings, G895
hotels and motels, 61 condominiuma,
and 17 trailer parks.™ That wear, the
City of Hollywood razed Hollywood's
Florida East Coast Railway nger
depot at 420 North Twenty-First Ave-
nue to straighten North Twenty-First
Avenue and provide for additional
parking sprces.™

Another historie site, Hallywood
Hills Elementary School, fell by the
weayside over the Christmas holidays
in 1974 as demolition crews, armed
with bulldezers and wrecking balls,
turned the doomed landmark torubble.
This forty-eight vear old building at
Taft Street and Thirty-Fifth Avenuoe
sported peeling paint, shuttered win-
dows, and boarded doors. Found to be
astructurally unsound, it came tumbling
down to make way for additional park-
ing apaces for the new school which
had been built on the same campus. ™

Constructed when the land boom
wis renching its frenzied peak, Holly.
wood Hills Elementary School, the
city's second educational facility, was
designed to ease overcrowding at Hal-
lywood Central. When the first session

for elementary grades one through six
ariginally began in the new Spanish-
mission style building on Cotober 4,
1926, veteran educator Marguoerite
Hatchett recalled, "It was just havoe.
There were hardly any windows in
place. Desks had not been fastened
down and just one set of books was
wvailable for two hundred youngsters.
In the absence of principal Ethel Yates,
who was unable to reach Hollywood
due to the enforcement of martial law
following the killer hurricane, I had to
take the post of neting principal and
open the school myself."™

In the ¢nsuing economic slamp,
gcores of Hollywood residents depart-
ed. Consegquently, enrollment at Hol
Iywood Hills Elementary School de
clined. Finally, in May 1923, the fa-
cility was cloged. The school later was
operated by Riverside Military Acade-
my and then uwsed for public elemen-
tary classes before it was razed.?®

Within the corporate boundaries, strue
tures symbolic of Hollywood's past
include the Joseph Wesley Young home
at 1055 Hollywaad Boulevard, the Haol-
Iywood Woman's Club at 501 MNorth
14th Avenue, the Grest Southern Hotel
on 19th Avenoe and Hollywood Boule
vard and the Hollywoed Beach Hotel
which lies at the foot of Hollywood
Boulevard on the beachfront. In 1970,
Ben Tobin sold the Hollvwood Beach
Hotel te the Florida Bible Callege
President and founder of the then nine
year old non-denominational school,
Dr. A Ray Stanford said thet the 834
room hotel would house almost GO0
Bible College students; and the public
rooms on the lower floors would be
turned inte classrooms.™ When the
Hollywood Beach Hotel cloged in 1970,
rotes were sixty dollars a day for the
full American plan which included free
golf.™ Patrons within the past decade
included Vice President Spiro Agnew,
George Jessel, Boberta Peters, Sophie
Tucker, Dick Shaun, and Emmaeit Kel-
Iy, Sr.* The Flarida Bible College com-
plex was subsequently sold in 1980,
Mew gwner Isaac Game], who contract-
ed to by the college complex for six-
teen million dollars plans “to turn it
inte a showcase hotel unmatched in
South Florida,"™ Said Gamel: “We'd
like to restore it the way it was origi-
nally built. We'd like to give it n Euro-

an-type motif. We plan to make it a

we-gtar hotel."™

According to the Hollyweod Growth
Management Depariment, almost a
third of Hally " aren was aeguired
through eight annexations between
1953 and 1969 The 1954 opening of
Etate Road B20, the westward exten-
sion of Hollywoesd Boulevard which
connects State Hoad 7 with U.S. 27,
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triggered the city's expansion to the
west, The Hollywood Growth Manage-
ment De nt relates that Holly-
wood's facilities had reached U8, 441
by the year 1962 According to a 1963
report from the Hollywood Growth
Management Department, the city's
boundary again moved farther wn;l (11

ida's Turn 'kafmmanutim‘ln .
E::Eédaﬂzad r,nmtl-t Seminole ndm
Reservation in the north.™ In 1964 and
1965, Hollywood acquired territory east
of the Turnpike extending as far south
as University Drive™ In 1969 the
eity's northern boundary between the
Seminole Indian Keservation and Inter-
state 05 was extended from Sheridan
Street to Stirling Road,®

With growth both upward and out-
ward, Hollywood experienced its major
population increase between 1960 and
1970, according to the Hollywood
Greowth Management Department.™
Earlier, Hollywood's population spiral-
ed from 22 978 in 1955 to 35,237 in 1960
to 67500 in 1965 and from 106,873 in
1970 to 121,400 in 1975,

With the influx of néw residents dur-
ing the 1960s, Hollywood's facilities
became overburdened ®™ At this time,
Hollywood's growth was “uncontroll-
ed” ns a resull of incompatible land
uzes; the allowsnce ol excessive hoos-
ing dengities: and the lack of coordina-
tion between public services and new
development.™ To guide future growth,
the city established a growth manage
ment program in which land use con-
trols were revised to improve the quan-
tity and guality of development and
public improvements were scheduled
so that growth could coincide with b
lic services.™ March 1972 saw thelﬁll:ll-
Iywood city commission place “an inte-
rim 25-unit-an-acre density cap on new
construciion” in order to curtail high-
rise development, the chief manifesta-
tion of unmanaged growth,™ In 1973,
the Hollywood city commission éstab-
lished buoilding morstoriums, which
temporarily halted major construction
and provided the city with time in
whic'gtn conduct land use studies, for
areas with significant problems.™ That
vear inaugurated Hollywood's adoption
of new subdivision regulations which
prescribed criteria for lot layoeuts and
street improvements, ™ Subsesquently,
each new subdivision was required by
the city to have land allocated *'for pub-
lie parks in amounts related to the
jected population of the develop-
erent." =

The vear of 1974 saw Broward Coun.
ty citizenry a e & home rule char-
ter that .:alluf or comprehensive land
use planning by the county. In 1975,
support for growth management be-
came statewide ™ That was when the

Florida Legislature passed the [.ﬂlc-ﬂl
Government Comprehensive Planning
Aot directing all local governments to
eatablish an “economically feasible"”
comprehensive plan to address land
use, utilities, trafficarculation, recrea-
tion and open space, natural resources,
coasta] zone management, housing
]':_ni:un facilities, and mass transit.™ For

ollywood’s comprehensive land use
plamn, the ¢ity has been examined inten-
gively by the Growth Management
Department.™ To facilitate this in-
depth analysiz and encowrage public
participation, Hollywood was separ-
ated into twenty-one neighborhoods
which later were consclidated into
cight planning districts ™

The Hollywood land use plan calls
for Hollywood to remain primarily a
residential community.™ Almost half
of the city will be residential ifitis fully
developed in accordance with the
plan.™ Hollywood's original develop-
ment was dominated by single-family
regidences.™ Single-family residences
will continue to occupy a majority of
residential acreage in Hollywooed even
though multi-family acreage will tri-
ple.™ The second langest land use cate-
gory in the city is public rights-of-
way,™ In 1976, public rights-of-way
oecupied approximately twenty per-
cent of the city"s land area.™ This pro-
portion is expected to remain the same
under the plan.”™ The Hollywood land
use plan, however, provides for expand-
ed commercial and industrial develop-
ment.™ Industrial land is expanded to
two and one-half Gmes its present area;
commercial land inecreases about fi
percent. The year of 18976 saw one fi
of the city undeveloped. ™

Hollywood's sconomic base is primar-
ily support services for its commuting
workers, retirees, and tourists.™ While
construction constitoted a major seg-
ment of the city’s economic base in the
past, ag Hollywood becomes more fully
developed, construction will become
less important™ To counteract this
change and achieve sconomic stability,
Hollywood will have to broaden its
light industry and commercial activity,
pecording to the Growth Management
Department.® This expansion will
result in more local jobs and should
reduce, therefore, Hollywood's impact
on regional commuting routes,™

Hallywood's basic transportation net-
work is firmly established, ™ The city is
crossed from north to south by regional
transportation routes.™ The busieat
road through Hollyweed is Interstate
af: the second busiest road is U8, 441,
locally known as Route 7. Florida's
Turnpike, a toll thoroughfare with one
interchange in the city, is the third bus-
iest artery,™ Local trafficways are di-

rected east to west.™ The primary traf-
ficways, which bring people from west-
ern areas to city faclities, particularly
the beach, and to the major nerth-seuth
routes, are Stirling Hoad, Sheridan
Street, Hollywood Boulevard, and Pem-
broke Ropd. ™ A participant in the
Broward Area Transportation Study
{BATS), which mapa out transporta-
tion improvements for all of Broward
County, Hollywood depends upon
Broward County for its mass tran-
aif. ™

Hollywood has o city commission-
city manager form of government. Its
elected officials include a mayvor and
four commissioners. The mayor is elect-
e for a two year term; the commizsion-
ers are clected for four year terms ™
The commissioners’ terms are stagger-
ed with commission elections held
every two years.™

The vear of 1971 saw Cherokee,
Sioux, Creek, Arapahe, Chevenne, and
Mavajo tribesmen come to the Semi-
nole Indian Heservation to celebrate
the “Pageant Of The Unconquered
Seminoles."™™ Situated along Stirling
Road at U.5. 441 gince 1924, the 481
acre Seminole Indian Reservation is a
politically independent entity within
the City of Hollywood ™

The 19708 recorded other accomp-
lishments and events. Civie projects in
Haollywood during this decade included
the establishment of downtown mind.
parks, a nine-hole golf course, and an
art and culture center, s well as the
completion of ten miles of sidewalk in a
2T-mile sidewalk expansion program
and the installation of 7.5 miles of a
36-mile bikeway system.® Designed to
interconnect major recreation areas
and link the western sections with the
bench, the bikeway system is planned
o provide residents with an alternate
made of land transportation.™

On June 12, 1975, Cathleen Ander-
gon was the first woman appointed o
the Hollywood city commission; she
fulﬁ.l.le-:lt{:: unexpired term of Thomas
Wohl who resigned from office. Follow-
ing her election to the Hollywoeoed city
commission on March 9, 1976, Mrs.
Anderson was the first woman named
to the post of Viee Mayor of Hollywood.

Micknamed “the Diamond of the
Gold Const,”™™ Hollywood celebrated
itafiftieth anniversaryinconjunction
with the celebration of the American
Revolution Bicentennial.™ To mark
thiz dual observance, Hollywood be
came one of the first municipalities in
South Florida to be designated a “bi-
centennial community,"™

Although twa hurricanes nearly hit
Hallvwood in the 19708, the major
weather occurrence of the decade was
the anowfall of January 19, 1977, As of
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1977, Hollywowd had within s juris-
diction, 17,229 acres equivalent to 26.9
SUBre miles ™ [ls tourist bisineas was
situated along U.S, 1 and on the beach,

Hollywood sports a variety of parks
which are regional, community, and
Iocal in scope. Proposals by the Holly-
wood Growth Management Department
for Hollywood's future include opposi-
tion to & proposed new turning basin at
Port Everglades on the basis that this
basin would harm the endangersd mana-
tees and mangroves: increased devel-
opment restraints for the environmen-
tally sensitive North Beach Section
where no development would be per-
mitted east of Hollywood's dune
ervation line;, and designation n! the
wetlands within the West Lake tract for
complete preservation.® Bordered by
the Intraconstal Waterway on the east;
by Johnson Street on the south; by the
City of Danin on the west; and by the
Dania Cot-0ff Coanal on the north, Hal-
Iywood's West Lake tract s an impor-
tant bird rookery and sanctuary and
fish nursery grounds. The West Lake
tract encompasees 1,600 acres; it is the
anly aubstantial mangrove estuarine
cornmmanity which remaing in Browsard, =

Hollywood's major retail centers in-
clude the Hollywood Fashion Center,
located mt the intersection of Holly-
wood Boulevard and U5, 441, the Hol-
1:;w:|nﬂ Mall at Hn“:,'wum-:l Bowlevard
and Park Road, and the Taft Street
Bhopping Center, west of Florida"s
Turnpike. ™

The Fort Lauderdale-Hollvwood In-
ternational Airport extends from Hol-
Iyword to Fort Lauderdale beiween
US. 1 and Interstate 95, Moreover,
ninety percent of Port Everglades,
which eovers 1,334 acres, 15 within
Hollywopod

A “dream eity” conceived at the
dawn of the 19208, Hollywood wns
designed by Joseph ‘Heale:.-' Young. A
visionary wurban developer, Youn
seught to protect environmental quaf
ity, prevent misuse of land, and en-
hanee property values by auidi.ng Hal-
Iywood's physical growth and develop.:
ment. To assure o desirable, pleasing,
and attractive city in which to live,
waork, and to play, Young provided for
the rational use of land for immediate
requirements and established m pattern
to guide future growth. Through the
application of growth management
tools, including zoning and land de-
1.m!ln:u ment regulations, Young stimualat-

establishment of a basic trans-

]:u:nrt:a.uun network, set aside & variety
of recreational and open space areas to
meet existing and future needs, on
eouraged the crention of residential
neighborhoods protected from encroach-
ments, and provided clean and atirac

tive surroundings for commerce and
industry. In the process of developing
Hollywood, ¥oung revolutionized real
estate selling metheds and triggered
the provision of many community ser-
vices including police and fire protec-
tiom, a potable water supply, schools,
and wtilities. Under his guidance, Port
Everglades, Florida's deep-
est harbor and the langest seaport on
the lower east coast, evolved from the
dredging of Lake Mabel. The siyle for
Young's ready=made city adjacent to
the Atlantic Ocean in the center of the
Gold Coast region of southeast Florida
primarily was a blend of Spanish and
Moorish architecture commonly refer-
rid to as the Spanizh Colonial Revival
stvle. Carved out of cropland, pine
forests, palmetto, scrub and other
tangled undergrowth, Hollywood bur-
geoned into a thriving cosmopolitan
community and popular tourist resort;
the city was incorporated in November
1925 with Young as its first mayor, The
monster hurricane of September 18,
1926 turned Young's “dream city™ to
shambles. Although Young attempled
to reinstate selling and development
operations, he could not fulfill contrac-
tual obligations for the building of
streets and sidewalks through a large
section of the newly emergent Holly-
wood owed to the Construction Com-
pany of Ohio directed by Samuel Hor-
vite; nnd wltimately the unpaid nccounts
[Jﬁ.:.ruhlr.t by Young to this firm were
reduced to judgment, In 1930, three new
corporations, Hollywood, Ine, Holly-
wood Land Company, Ine., and the
Mercantile Certificate Corporation,
were formed by Young's two big credi-
tors, the Construction Company of
Ohie and the Mercantile Investment
and Holding Company of Mew York, to
consolidate and eventually liguidate
all of the tax liens, mortgages, and
foreclosed properties previously owned
by Young. Young, who had poured mil-
lions of dollars into his Hollywood em-

ire, ultimately lost control of most of
E[n assets; he was practically insolvent
when he died at the age of fifty-one on
April 28, 1934 in his Hollywood Boule-
vard home,

In 1937, Samuel Horvitz acquired the
interests of his partners in Hollywood,
Ine. and affiliated companies, estab-
lished a real estate office in Miami, and
inaugurated a sales ram in the
eastern area of Holl Hollywood,
Inc. with Samuel Horvitz at its helm
controlled 25,000 lots situationed in the
following locales: the Hollywoood
Central Beach Section, the Central
Beach Business Section, the Holly-
wood Hills Section, the Lake Mabel
Section, Hollywood Lakes Section, and
the Central Golf Section. The year of

1953 saw Samuel Horvitz's son Willinm
D. Horvitz join his father's organiza-
tion; the following vear Hollywood,
I, launched its first planned housing
subdivision subsequently called Or-
ange Brook Golf Estates, On February
15, 1962, William Horvitz becarme Holly-
wood Inc.'s president, a post he still
holds, Even t.hl;ll.lgh much of the land
originally aequired by Hollywood, Inc.
has been sold, Hollywood, Ine., with
the exception of the telephone and
electric utilities, is still Hollywood's
largest taxpayer.” Ower the years,
Hollywood, Ine. has added thousands
of homes to Hollywood and promoted
the development of commercial and
industrial Trrhﬂmcludmﬂ the Hally-
wonod Mallim Fost Haste Shopping
Center, and the South Florida Industri-
al Park, a complex with sixty corporate
facilities which provide 2,000 jobs,*=

mes were bid in Hollywood follow-
ing the September 18, 1926, harricane.
With Hollywood washed out by the
monster atormn, Hallandale and Dania
residents withdrew their communities
from the Hollywood corporation; the
auly tourist teade slomped; housing
construction stood dormant; the job
picture grew bleak; and the watchword
hecame austerity.

World War Il spearheaded the re-
juvenatien of the Hollywood economy;
since then congtruction has increased
and the population has soared. For the
vear of 1975, Hollywood, a flourishing
city committed to the tourist, the sea-
sonal resident, and the retiree, contain-
ed fifty-nine churches and six syna-
gogues; 10 banks with total deposits of
%381,662,262.00 and two local federal
gavings and loan asseciations with
total assets of 8969 547 486 00; five golf
courses; seven miles of continuous
public beach; &7 500 homes; and 34 581
ppartments, eondominium apart-
ments, and duplexes. A metropolis that
has grown outward and upward, Holly-
wood, with a population of 125, 400 and
real estate and personal property valua-
tions of $1,068,085076.00, was class-
ified that year as Florida's seventh
largest city,

Among the fastest growing citiea in
the nation, Hollywood continues o en-
large and to change, Beasonable and
rezolute land use planning to enhanee
the quality of life enjoyed by city resi-
dents and Lo improve the guantity of
new development and public services
based on such technigues as subdivi-
sion regulations, zoning, design qual-
ity and planned unit development ordi-
nances, moratoriwms, and capital bod.
geting for capital improvements will
engure that Hollvweosd's progress and
future growth will be harmonious with
the pelicy objectives of itz citizenry.
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Hollywood Boulevard, looking east from the F.E.C. Railway tracks toward
Young Circle and the Hollywood Hotel, 1925,
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