
Mama
by NORMA HAMMER ALBURY

For several years now, whenever I
have told some tale ofthe past, friends
and relatives have said to me, "Norma,
why don't you write your 'memoirs'?"

Well, my "memoirs," as such, wouldn't
be much. But there is much about our
early Florida days that should not be
forgotten and is interesting to my chil
dren and their children, if to no one
else.

We pioneered, and I do mean pioneer
ed, in the muck lands of South Florida
back in the days when these back
country lands were first being drained
and opened up for sale. Our land was
purchased from the old Everglades
Sugar and Land Company and was
located west, some eight to ten miles,
midway, I'd say, between Dania and
Fort Lauderdale. I believe the man who
operated the company was Willard W.
Waldin. At least that's the man my
father seemed to admire inordinately,
so much so that my youngest brother,
who was born during the time of Dad's
dream to move to Florida, was named
Waldin. That's "Wally." He was nine
months old when we made the migra
tion from Canada to Florida, and Wally
was my mother's eleventh living child.
The twelfth and final one, Audrey, was
born in Florida a few years later.

My mother and dad were both born
and raised on farms in Bates County,
Missouri, their parents having come to
America from Switzerland and Germa
ny. They lived on neighboring farms,
and when my father was 21 and Mama
20, they were married and moved in
with Dad's people. I've often heard
Mama tell how hard she had it there
with Grandma Hammer, who was bos
sy about the babies, those two or three

William Henry and Adeline Hammer, photographed in Butler, Missouri, in
1892, the year they were married.
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The Hammer Family in Miami, 1923. Back row, left to
right: Clifford, Paul, Ed, Mary, Henry. Middle row: Alma,

Norma, Adeline, William, Arline, Clara. Front row:
Wally, Audrey, Ralph.

her. She was a wonderful older sister.
Quiet and kind and helpful. She was the
one who sewed for Alma and me, and
when she began to earn her own money,
she bought materials and made us clo
thes. She made our white graduation
dresses and the dresses we needed for
the Junior-Senior banquet. Mama could
sew, too, and did. She made most ofour
clothes, but Clara being as young as we
were, knew what we needed and liked
and she did her best to supply it. Bless
her. It's tough to be young and love
pretty clothes and pretty things and
not be able to have them. I know. I had
so few even decent clothes when I was a
girl. I guess Mama did the best she
could, but looking back at it all, there
was a lack of good management there
somewhere. I do not say this to criticize.
It is simply an observation and my
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sisters agree with me.
So then, in June of 1921, Alma and I

graduated from Lauderdale High
School, a happy day, ifthere ever was
one. I had a new white organdy dress
and new shoes, and friends in Davie
brought flowers to the ceremony. Our
parents gave both of us a wrist watch
(oh, joy!) and the climax of it all came
when I was presented with a prize of a
$20 gold piece, as a reward for the
highest average in our Senior Class.
High school was a wonderful time for
me. I shall never forget the teachers I
had and loved the friends I made there.
Some are already dead and gone. Some
I have never laid eyes on since gradua
tion night, but I remember them each
one clearly and fondly and always
shall.

We moved to Miami immediately after

graduation, renting an apartment in
the southwest section. It was near the
Southside School where I began to teach
that same fall.

In all, we lived in Davie only eight
years. As I look back, it seems much
longer, such a large part of my life. I
have never desired to go back there to
live, although Mary and Ralph and
Edwin live there now and 10ve it, and
Mama and Dad moved back there in
their last years, too. It was a wonderful
life as a child, but after I grew up and
tried other places, I never wanted to go
back. It is very much changed now
adays. It is not the same place it was 50
years ago. There are new roads, new
buildings, new everything. The land
isn't even the same. Now it is full of
groves or sod-fields and nurseries.
People do not farm as they used to. In



the early days, there was open country
between the little towns of Zona, Dania,
Hallandale, Ojus, Fort Lauderdale and
Miami. It was a real trip to Miami,
and one we seldom made. Now the
towns all run together, and there are
houses and buildings all over the place.
I'm getting old, I realize, when I say I
liked it better the way it was then. Life
was harder perhaps, but simpler too,
and when I observe the life of children
today, including my own grandchil
dren, I feel sorry for them because they
are missing so much of what makes life
worthwhile.

This story may as well end here. It is
not really a biography of my life, the
purpose is mainly to tell of our pioneer
days in Florida. We lived in Miami
many years. It was there I met and
married Bill (William) Albury in 1925.
In 1929 our first daughter, Zada, was
born. We went through the Great De
pression years. That is a story in itself.
In the midst of it, 1934, our son David
was born. Soon after that, Bill went
into the excursion-fishing boat busi·
ness and began to make some money.
We built a nice home, where we lived for
20 years, and where our last child,
Roxanna, was born in 1943. This was,
ofcourse, during World WadI. In 1958,
Bill having retired from the boat busi
ness, we moved up the coast some 175
miles from Miami, to Indialantic where
Zada had moved shortly after her mar
riage, and presently (1964) we are still
in Indialantic and love it. Life is good
at 60. The children are all married and
gone to lives oftheir own, but we are not
lonely. We have our house and another
one in North Carolina for the summer.
We have our church, which fills a very
large part of our Iives; we have friends
who are dear to us, and our children
and grandchildren. What more can one
ask? "His mercies are new each morn
ing." Surely, God's hand has been in it
all.

Norma still lives in her home in
Indialanticiust a few blocks from Zada
and her husband, Richard. Bill died in
June 1985. David died in October 1983
after living for 15 years with a kidney
transplant. Roxie and her three boys
live in South Carolina. Alma, Tib and
his wife Hester, and Sally, Wally's
widow, live in nearby Cocoa Beach.
Toadies, who lives near Atlanta, Ga.,
and Ralph and his wife Annie, who live
in Davie, visit often. Mary still lives in
Davie, also. Norma has nine grand
children and three great-grandchildren
with another one on the way. She is in
good health and spirits and keeps busy
with china painting and church attivi
ties as well as her family. Life is still
very good.

- Zada Albury Hunter, 1986

Partial Hammer Genealogy

Anton Hammer, b. 14 Jan. 1837, Ostringen, Baden, Germany;
m. (1) 31 Dec. 1857, Highland, Ill., Columbina Grob; m. (2)
13 Jan. 1861, Highland, Ill., Mary Emmerita Branger
Gaffner; m. (3) 30 Oct. 1867, Highland, Ill., Mary Grob
(sister of first wife); d. 10 Sept. 1908, Rockville, Mo.

Children:

(1) Frederick, b. 28 Dec. 1858, Highland, Ill.; m. 1887, Bates Co.,
Mo., Mary Hegnauer; d. 17 July 1942, Bates Co., Mo.

(2) Emma b. 16 Oct. 1861, Highland, Ill.; m. 1879, Rockville, Mo.,
Abraham Hirschi; d. 2 Dec. 1937, Mo.

Louise, b. 23 Dec. 1862, Highland, Ill.; m. 1890, Bates Co., Mo.,
Freidrick Drawe.

Louis Leroy, b. 2 Sept. 1864, Highland, Ill.; m. 1891, Bates Co.,
Mo., Rose Hirni; d. 20 Sept. 1939, aids, Alberta, Canada.

Caroline, b. 8 March 1866, Highland Ill.; m. 1884, butler, Mo.,
George Gench; d. 2 March 1942, Appleton City, Mo.

(3) John Anton, b. 17 Sept. 1868, Highland, Ill.; m. 1891, Rockville,
Mo., Ida Wirtz; d. July 1943, Rockville, Mo.

William Henry, b. 9 Oct. 1871, Bates Co., Mo.; m. 1892, Bates
Co., Mo., Adeline Hirni; d. 7 Sept. 1950, Davie, Fla.

Children of William and Adeline Hammer:

William Edwin, b. 13 Dec. 1893, Bates Co., Mo.; m. 19 April
1920, Miami, Fla., Bessie Hill; d. 12 Dec. 1975, Davie, Fla.

Paul Jacob, b. 22 Feb. 1896, Bates Co., Mo.; m. 26 March 1930,
Heflin, Ala., Mavis Bean; d. 23 Oct. 1937, Davie, Fla.

Mary Louise, b. 23 Sept. 1897, Bates Co., Mo.; m. 14 Feb. 1914,
Dania, Fla., Owen Lloyd.

Henry Hirni, b. 9 July 1899, Bates Co., Mo.; m. 16 July 1932,
Miami Fla., Pauline Green; d. March 1971, Miami, Fla.

Clara Catherine, b. 27 Sept. 1900, Bates Co., Mo.; m. 7 May
1920, Seth Cormack; d. 1 Aug. 1981, Lake Park, Fla.

Alma Olivia, b. 24 April 1902, aids, Alberta, Canada; m. 5
June 1927, Miami, Fla. William Fleming.

Norma Loretta, b. 12 Sept. 1903, aids, Alberta, Canada; m. 13
June 1925, Miami, Fla., William Albury.

Clifford Harold, b. 25 May 1905, aids, Alberta, Canada; m. 5
March 1934, West Palm Beach Fla., Hester Braithwaite.

Arline Adeline, b. 2 Feb. 1907, aids, Alberta, Canada; m. 3
May 1929, Miami, Fla., Maurice Barber.

Ralph Rolland, b. 4 Dec. 1910, aids, Alberta, Canada; m. 4
Nov. 1934, Davie, Fla., Anna Griffin.

Waldin Willard, b. 6 April 1912, aids, Alberta, Canada; m. 21
June 1932, Miami, Fla., Salatha Westberry; d. 10 Oct.
1983, Cocoa Beach, Fla.

Wilma Audrey, b. 27 Jan. 1917, Davie, Fla.;m. 25 March 1937,
Miami, Fla., Jerry Romine; d. 26 Dec. 1964, Atlanta, Ga.
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