A Second Ending:
BROWARD IN THE INDIAN SCARE OF 1849

It has generally been assumed by
those knowledgeable about Broward
County history that the area was
abandoned by white settlers after the
massacre of William Cooley's anfor
tunate family in January 1836, and
wis not resettled, if that is the word,
until a pro-Union family eame to the
Mew River during the Civil War. How-
ever, there has always been a linger-
ing doubt on the part of some research-
era about the complete abandonment
of the lovely Mew River area after the
Second Seminole War, which ended in
1842, Happily, evidence has recently
turned up that now dispels that doubt.

Chn July 21, 1849, William F, English,
deseribed as a “settler at the mouth of
the Miami Biver,""! wrobe an argent
letter to Lisutenant Darius Nash Couch
of the Foarth United States Artillery,
who commanded the army post at Key
West, requesting assistance because of
the news of an Indian raid on the
Indian River settlement that had re-
sulted in the wounding of the U, 8,
It'l.lipﬂl'.ﬂr, Mﬁjd}u’ w;“ium Hum“,_ u,n-l:l
the death of trader James Barker,
English wrote:

The object of this note is to

request in behalf of settlers cols
lected together at the Miami, Mew

by Joe Knetsch

River and Smyrna, such assist-
ance as your eommand may be
able to afford. They are widely
scattered along the coast, and I
deem it important to know as
early as possible whether this is
the commencement of a general
outhreak or not.?

As a result of English's appeal, Couch
wrote to the Adjutant General of the
United States, Major General Roger
Jones, that:

Thie evening [July 22, 1849] 1
have learned from the same
source that Indian camp fires,
tracks, & c. have been seen five
miles from Mew River: 25 miles
from Cape Florida. Considerable
mnxiety having been expressed
for the safety of the settlers at
the above-mentioned place, [ have
determined to go up tomorrow
with twenty men, provided trans-
portation is furnished me as
prormiged.?

For the settlers at Mew River. the
"Indian Scare of 1845" was very real
awnd too clese to home. 4

As noted above, the cawse of their
coneern was the attack on the Indian

River settlement. Within a very short
time, they would hear of another at-
tack, this time at the Kennedy and
Darling Store on Payne's Creek, near
Charlotte Harbor in southwest Flori-
da. This attack resulted in the deaths
of Captain George 5. Payne and Demp-
sy Whidden and the wounding of clerk
William MeCullough whe, with wife
and child, made a harrowing escape.
Yet, though this was not to be the
beginning of & new Indian uprising,
ne one on the isclated Florida frontier
could forget the fuct that declared hos-
tilities had ended only seven years
hefare.

Defensive measares were the order
of the day. Few cared to venture out
alonme or Fisk the speculation that the
attacks were only localized, unrelated
incidents. Stephen R. Mallory, collect-
or of customs at Key West and an
acquaintance of the injured Russell,
did venture the idea that there may
havve been a “private quarrel” betwesn
the inspector and the Indians invalved,
bt he had oo way af h&ing Hure wn-
less e could go to Indian River and
investigate. In the meantirme, he noted
that, “The people along the coast have
all received the news, and have aban-
doned their fields and banded them-

I 1848, seven years after the Second Seminole
War ended and six years before the Third Seminole
War erupled, Indian attacks on both coasts of
south Florids panicked the region’s few setllers.
Pubfished accounts of Broward Counly history
make fittle or no menition of this incidemt, chifefly
because no seltlers were beffeved o have come to
the New River reglon for almost thirly years afler
the Cooley Massacre of 18386.

Researching at the Florida Department of
Natural Resources in Tallahassee, former historical

commissioner Joe Knetsch found references fo
New River gefflers In the military records of the
1848 Indian scare, and sel oul to identify those
unnamed selllers. His findings shed Hght on a
previously unknown chapter of Broward Counly's
history and suggest that the land which was fo
become Broward County was inhablted sporadically
throughout mast of the nineteenth cenfury, although
permanent settfement would swall eradication of
the Indian threat and the exftension of transporia-
fion arteries info the remote region.
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Lisutenant Darius M. Couch, seen
here as a Union major general
during the Civil War.

selves together at Jupiter, New River,
and Cape Florida, for defense,'™

Mot every settler on New Hiver ap-
pears to have stayed around to orga:
nize the defense. Licutenant Couch,
on July 31, filed the following report
to Major General Jones;

Sir; I hawve the honor to report
that I sailed from Key West with
20 men of my command on the
23d inst. for Cape Florida, where
I arrived on the morning of the
25th. At the extremity of the
Cape were found collected all of
the aettlers from the Miami river,
and part of those from Mew river,
with their families, negroes, & c.,
& c. From these people | learned
nothing tangible, yet sufficient
to convince me that their fears
of an outbreak among the In-
dians were far more imaginary
than real,

‘Indian signs’ being reported
at Mew ri.\.':rl I took the ‘zattlera”
on board, and procesded to that
place, There, were found three
men who had beien ‘Etah‘lp&dl!d‘
like the others, but since had
gcoured the country for twenty
miles up the coast and back to
the Everglades. No “Indian signs’
were geen. | deemed it useless to
go further; leaving the settlers
that were taken up [to New River],
and [I] returned the same doy to
the Minmi.

After making some slight re
connaissances, and [there] re-
maining sufficient time (o see the
settlers reestablished at their
homes, [and] assured as to their
safety, [ left, safely reaching my
post last evening.

The cause of undertaking this
expedition was set forth in a let-
ter to your office, from me, dated
July 22,

I am, sir, very respectfully,
sour obedient servant,

D, M. Couch, Lit., 4th Arty.
Comdg at Key West

Couch does not give the names of
the three brave souls who had “scoor-
ed the country.” However, the letter
clearly states that the settlers were
left at Mew River.

But for some undisclosed reasom,
the Mew River settlers made an im-
portant decision betwesn July 26, when
Lieutenant Couch left them at MNew
River, and September 3, when he ap-
prized General Jones of their decision
to abandon their wilderness homes and
seek protection with the military force
at Key West. Lieutenant Couch report-
ed to Jones that:

A few daye subsequent to my
leaving the Cape, the settlers at
MNew HRiver, and those in the viein-
ity of Cape Florida, left their
homes and came to Key West,
leaving at the Cape only the light-
house kesper.

I have offered to establish a
post at the mouth of the Miami,
i i g i
1 ieve that expect o
be indemmnified by the govern-
rnent for loss of time, & c.9

Lientenant Cooch was correct in his
prediction of the expectations of the
gettlers from New River, as well ns
those throughout the East Florida fron-
tier. The Florida Congressional dele
gation was soon appealing to Presi-
dent Zachary lor for some relief
In a letter of December 21, 1849, Sena-
tora David Yules and Jackson Morton
and H,i:p'[mnl.ﬂhvt Edward C. Cabell
requested that Taylor require the In-
dinns to make restitation to Florida
citizens who suffered loss of property
and pecuniary damage as & resolt of
the attacks at Indian River and Payne's
Creek and the subsequent abandonment
af the coastal settlements. As their
letter states, “For these losses undoukbt:
edly the Indians are liable, and shouald
be required to make indemnity."” The
success of the negotiations, for the sot-
tlers and the congressional delegation,
would be jud by the reimbursement.

All of Florida was gravely concern:
od with the Indian raids in the south-
ern portion of the state, and the rep-
resentatives may have been respond-
ing to some telling public reaction.
Indicative of the outery which led to
the congressional delegation’s letter
is the position taken by a St. August-
ine commibbes, whose memberahip reads
like a Who's Who of East Florida. The

committee, made up of notables like
General Joseph Hernandez, Dr. Wil-
liam H. Simmons, and politicians
George R. Fairbanks Benjamin
A Putnam,mml\'ad to a.lu.'l: the :I'H-le:l
government to vigorously porsue the
stipulations of the Treaty of Payne's

, which meant, eimply, Indian
remaval, Tha:.r also requested that
troops upumhn.g in East Florida be
allowed to remain in the feld. The
committes did not believe that the
raids on Indian River and Payne's
Creek could have been comducted by
the game and they accused the
whaole hucgrnufu?ndmm of complicity in
the actions of the braves, In  short,
anything but total removal would not
please l?:m citizens of Enst Florida.
And, it is mot riging to find that
both Cabell and Yuoles addressed the
azsemblage®

The government did respond to the
demands of the south Florida settlers
and their political allies. However, the
respanse was not to their liking. The

tﬂerra of southern Flonda, including
New River, were denied payments by
the Indian Bureau because “the law
regulating trade and intercourse with
the Indian tribes did not extend to
Florida,"® This answer from Washing-
tom, [LC,, probably angered those atill
aroand to recelve it. Not only were the

ayments denied, but the Indian
reau, led by the very capable emi-
gration agent Captain John Casey,
showed admirable caution in allowing
Chief Billy Bowlegs, and others, time
to bring the guilty culprits in for trial,
Of the five braves arrested by order of
Bowlegs, Sam Jones, and other Indian
leaders, three were turned over, one
escaped, and the other was slain in an
escape attempt (his severed hand was
tarned over as proof). The Seminoles’
obvious cooperation meant the federal
government would not push the re
maval demands of white Floridians 12

The south Flarida settlers and their

political allies also stated that they
wanted treops to remain on active daty
in the vicinity of the settlements.
Curiously, in at least two documented
instances, when the settlers were of
ered posts in their immediate area,
they rejected the idea and left their
homes for nature to reclaim,"! Several
factors explain this apparent change
of heart.

First and foremost, the settlers do
not appear to have had faith in the
Regular Army to protect them. 2 The
well-documented feud between the vol-
unteers and R&Eu!ar ..ﬁ.h'n:,r durj.ng the
Second Seminole War may have been
a factor in this case. As will be shown
later in this essay, almost all of the
settlers, at least at Mew River, obtain-
ed their land through the Armed Oc-
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cupation Act of 1842, The very title of
this act, which was designed to create
an armed buffer area between the In
dians and whites, indicates a perceiv-
ed weakness in the Regular Army's
troops and the general war-weariness
of the nation which believed that the
war had continued too long. The reg-
ular troops appeared to be too inexperi-
enced and thinly spread to take an
effective offensive that would have ful-
filled the settlers’ desire to see all In-
dinns removed from Florida,

Secondly, with few exceplions, the
economic success of the settlers is
doubtfal. BHecaose of a lack of letters
of other documents from Mew Hiver,
one must look to the nearby Indian
River settlement for a comparable situa-
tion, At Indian River, the settlers did
imvest a large amount of cash into
citrus and vegetables. Because citrus
requires a number of vears before a
marketable crop can be picked, large
cash outfllows are required merely Lo
survivie Vegetables require, in an era
of little or no refrigeration, a rapid
trangport to reach a viable outside mar.
ket, This too takes time and money.
Unforfunately, the Indian attack hit
before the trees became productive and
a viable market could be developed for
the vegetables. Thus, many seitlers
appear at the point of mere subsistence
oF economic collapse at the time of the
raids, 1

Finally, th the reports consis-
tently refer to New River as if there
wits an organized community in exist-
ence, A cursory glance at the grants
of land made there under the Armed
Oecupation Act of 1842 will show the
very scatbered nature of settlement.
This spreading out of actual settle-
ment negated any effective defense

measures and added to the insecurity
of the people. Thus, without an ef-
fective defense arrangement, with little
confidence in the regular troops, and
the tenuous economic viability of the
area, there should be no doubt why
the settlers chose to abandon their
homesteads,

This brings us to the guestion of
just who were these settlers. In June
of 1843, the area in what is now Brow.
ard County appenrs to have been open-
ed for permits to setile. Under the pro-
vigions of the Armed Oecapation Act,
“one hundred and sixty acres would
be given to any head of a family or
aingle man over cighteen who was
able to bear arms, and he was re-
guired to live on the land in a house
fit for habitation during five conse-
cutive vears and cultivate at least five
geres.” 1 These conditions & r to
have been met by: John D. Sheldon
(three miles from Hillsbore River); S,
W. Cunningham (twelve miles north
of Fort Lauderdale); A, W. Leinbaker
(six miles west of Fort Lauderdale);
Edward Barker (four miles northwest
of Fort Lauderdale); and William Ben-
net (200 yards from Fort Laoder-
dale).!* As the area was unsorveyed
in 1844, the site descriptions are vague
and the grants almost impossible to
locate. The same document shows that
four people who had permits to settle
in Broward in 1844 did mot fulfill the
obligations and had their permits re-
voked, They are listed as: John R,
Meyland, Eliza Attaway, Abraham
Cata, and William 5. Alexander,'* As
noted above, these settlers were quite
apread out and net found in what
would be ealled an organized seitle
ment. Where these ploneers came from
is open to specalation at this time, IF

REough map of a 160-acre grant between the forks of New River applied
for on May 2, 1843, by Abraham W. Leinbaker under the Armed Qccupa-

tion Aet.

they were similar to other settlers
under the Armed Occupation Act,
those that did not come from north
Flarida probably came from Alabama,
the Caralinas or Geargia,'” There may
have been a foreign immigrant or two
among the New River seitlers which,
if Indian River is any indication, was
not uncommon. Their exact orgins,
now that we have their names, awaits
Turther resenrch.

It can no loager be assumed that
the wvicinity of Broward County was
ahando at the conclusion of the
Second Seminole War, As shown above,
the area did have actual settlers, pos-
gibly as late as August or September
of 15849, Exactly how many people act-
pally lived in the area is unknown.
Five of the six men noted above are
listed s heads of families, but how
large those families were is, again,
unknown, Thus, though one magor rd-
dle is answered, another is left in it
place . . _ for the tirme being.
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