The Creation of Broward County

PREPARING FOR A NEW COUNTY
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“Broward County™

According to Capiain J, T, Javdoen,
the County [Dade] Tax Assessor,
Broward County will take away about
two million from Dade County aceord-
ing to the assessor's figures. The
amount is $2,00¢,129 and is divided as
follows: Real Estate, $1,707,330; Per-
sonal, $131,2%0); Hailroad (estimated),
£160.000; Telegraph {estimated), and
Pullman Company (estimated), 52,000,

Broward County will have over
22,600,000 pssessed wvalue [including
portion annesed from Palm Beach Coun.
tv] So [it] will have all the revenue
needed to meet the expenses of the
county. With only twelve schools ta
maintain, our expenses will be small
compared to other counties.

Fort Lavderdale Sentinel
Friday, July 20, 1915, pg. 1

“Broward County Commissioners
Meet"

First Meeting of the New County
Board Held in City Hall

d School House Will Be Used as
New County Court House. Other Im-
Portent Husiness

The new Board of Commissioners
met at the council chamber Friday
afterncon and nearly all of the newly
elects were prisent,

Ed. King, chairman of the executive
committes, called the meeting to order
and stated the purpose for which he
had called them together, saving that
he had received letters from the Gow-
ernor, which were read to Mr. Brvan.
He further said that one of the objecta
of the meeting was to bring the com-
missioners and school board together
for them Lo make arrangements about
dispoesing of the school house to the
new county to be used as a court
house and public offices. He then turn-

the meeting over to the commis-
BlOnETs.

Om motion of Mr. Ingalls, ssconded
by Mr. Joyce, Mr. Lowe was made
chairman of the board.

The matter of legal advice was taken

up, and Mr, Bracknell thought that
legal advisors shoold be secured b
fore they take any steps,

Mr. Ingalls said that while Judge
Bunn and attorney Frost had offered
their services free, he was afraid, owing
to the fact that they were already pub-
lic officers that they could not act in a
dunl capacity and he felt that the Board
should take no chances by naming
men alrendy elected to office. He stated
that we had two young lawyers here
from Ocala who had had experience
in an advisory capacity for Boards of
County Commissioners, The firm refer
red Lo was Bullock & Evans. On mo-
tion of Mr. Bracknell and seconded hy
Mr. Hardy, a committes was appoint
ed to see the young men and arrange
terms with them, Messra. Ingalls and
Joyce receiving the appointment. On
maotion of Mr. %ruﬂ:knell, seconded by
Mr. Joyce, the Sentinel was made the
official organ for the first vear.

Chairman Lowe said the commis-
sioners would like to consider any
proposition that the school board would
make regarding the sale of the school
house to the board. F, L. Neville thought
that the matter was absolutely in the
hands of the Dade muht.;r schoal board,
Mr. Bra:kna]] thought that $10,000
would be a reasomable price for the
building and several lots. Mr. Kittredge
thought it would be cheap at $12,000.
Chairman Lowe and clerk F. A. Bryan
were appointed as a committes to con-
fer with the school board, to see about
buying the school house and the terms
tha: eould be secured, Clerk Bryvan
was authorized to get a list of the
necessary supplies. Chairman Lowe,
Commigsioner Bracknell and F. A,
Bryan were named to consult with the
school board regarding prices and
terms for the school property.
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“Commissioners Busy —

dudge Bunn and Frost Offer
Bervices Free™

County Commissioners met at the
City Hall Friday, 2 p.m. Chairman
Lowe was in the chair. There were
present, Messrs, Lowe, Hardy, Ingalls
and Joyce, Minutes of the last mest-

ing were read and approved. Messrs.
Joyee and Ingalls reported that they
had conferred with attorneys Bullock
& Evans tﬁnﬁling the attorneyship.
They sta that the attorneys had
the offer under advisement; later Mr,
Evana came in and stated that they
woild take as retainer from $15 to 325
per month leaving the amount within
those amounts to the commissioners
who knew better what they could af-
ford to pay; but they would expect
reasonable fees other work done.
Mr. Norfleet offered to take the posi-
tion for 325 per month with fees for
extra work, or he would acoept $100
and do all the work required by the
commisgioners. Judge Bunn, speaking
for himself and Mr, Frost, stated that
they would take the position free for
one year, which was acoepted by the
Board

Chairman Lowe, who was one of
the committes to see the Dade County
Board of Education about purchasing
the old sachosl house to be used as a
court house, reported that the Dade
county Board had offered to sell the
building and lots for 312,000, Two thou-
gand to be paid cash, the balance to
bt paid 21000 & yenr with interest un-
til paid, The Broward school would
gell bonds for the amount of money
netded which the Broward commis-
gioners could take up as they come
due.

Mr. Garrett representing H. & W. B.
Drew Co., who came to bid for books
and other work, stated that they
would do all the work at their regular
prices and give six monthe time, that
he would give what could be done at
home to local printers, but as he sug-
gested lithographic warrents, letter-
hends and envelopes would leave but
little for local printers,

A letter was read from Messra. Holm-
berg and Ausherman in which they
offered to donate a site for the court-
house in Morth Laoderdale, 450x270
feet. Mr. Ingalls said that if there was
ne string to the offer, it should be
ecepbod, Mr. Fleming submitted plans
for remodeling the school house for
use as a court house and offices. Mr.
Joyee and Mr, Bryvan were appointed
as a commiftes o examine into plans
and advige with him. The Board then
adjourned to mest in Miami Tuesday
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and Wednesday to find out just what
was necded in the way of bonds and
forms.

The commissieners were in Miami
Tuesday looking over the offices and
getting nesded information before they
begin work in Broward county, Those
present were Mesasrs. Lowe, Hardy, In-
galls and Jovee. Mr. Bracknell was
not on hand, F.A. Bryan was on hand
conferving with Mr. Merritt and atudy-
ing the work of the circuit clerk, an
affice which he 18 soon to fill, Thl:'_l,r
were importuncsd to give the printing
to many printing concerns inside and
outside the state. It is hoped the print-
ing muE be done at home and the
THOney epl. where it will benefit our
own people. The Broward Commission-
ers will meet the first Tuesday in Oct-
ober, the first time after getting com-
missions. Commissioner Lowe remain-
ed in Minmi overnight.
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“Broward County Courthouse™

0ld School Houge Purchased
For 1200000

Imterior of Building Will be Remodel-
?’d for Convenience of the Various Of
1088

Broward County Commissioners met
last Friday at the old school house to
arrange for remodeling the building
and converting it into a court house.
Guite a number of printers were on
hand. Some of them seemed anxious
to save money for Broward county.
The following members were present;
Mesars, Lowe, Ingalls, Hardy, Jovee,
Clerk, F. A, Bryan. Mr. Bracknell was
oul of town, henee his absence.

The board was advised that they
wounld be forced under the law to ad-
vertise for bids for printing. Mr. Gar-
rett tried to convince the board, that
s each book could be mmned
arately that the Hmit would not I:ua
reached, Mr, Ingnlls then moved, and
seconded by Mr. Joyee, that adver-
tige for hids for furniture, books, and
printed blanks separately, Mr, Garrett
abjected, he thought that it was better
to have a econsolidated bid. Mr.
Mathews objected as it would be the
equivalent to shutting oot all hids ex-
cept that of H, & W. B, Drew. Mr,
Ingalls held to his motion and the
wish of Mr, Garrett was defented, The
board then authorized that the bid of
12,000 be made for the school house
and grounds to be used as the court
hoose. Mesting adjourned.

The County Commissioners of Brow-
ard County bought in the old school
house for $12000 when bids were open-

ed for purchase of same. The school
house will be put in shape, to be used
as our first court house.
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“Facts Worth Enowing”™

Broward County
By OUne of Qur Readers

Broward County is approximately
24 miles wide north and south, and 48
miles long enst and west.

Broward County is approximately
1152 square miles, or 747,280 acres.
Approximately one eighth of this area
is pine land, or 92,160 acres, the bal-
ance, or 645,120 acres, being Ewver-
glades.

Broward County is an agricultural
county, consequently its development
must be along agricultural lines.

Broward County has & ulation
of about G000 people [actually 4,763)

Approximately 10,000 acres of Brow-
ard County is under vearly cultiva-
tion, or a little more than 10 per cent
of its pine landa, or about 1.4 per cent
of its total area.

Broward County will derive under
the present valuation of about 32,600,000
about $75,000 in all taxes.

If the lands within the triangle is
asgesszed at @ higher figure than the
open glade land, as Davie farm for
example is now assessed, i will mean

ded valuation for tax purposes
of from $400,000.00 to $750,000.00.

Everglades land in Broward County
15 mssessed at present at $1.00 per
acre, which pays about 31-2 per cent
taxes per year for road fand, TF 100,000
acres of Everglades is put in condition
for development, and is developed
within the next few vears, at the same
assessment, 33500000 per year would
be derived. But the assessment would
be increased many times, which would
mean an income of between $25,000.00
[and] £35,000.00 per year. For twenty
venrs, the life of the bonds, far more
than sufficient taxes would be collec:
ed to take care of the road project at
present in the minds of evervone.

Who pavs this amount? The Ever-
glades farmer. Where does he live at

sent? Mot in Florida, Why was
roward County created? You answer,
(But you will not say “Solely to Devel.
op its Pine Lands,” for its Pine Lands
were being developed while in Dade
County, and will continue to be devel.
oped in Broward County. Neither will
you say that the sole development of
its pine lands will keep Broward Coun
Lﬁein existence.) So, what has made
the existence of Broward County pos-
sible? Taxation derived from its glade

lands. Whoe owns the Everglades
lands? The northern farmer o good
portion of it. Who owns the pine lands?
The residents of the County. Will rock
roads solely thru the pine lands bring
u greater incresse of population into
Broward County than rock reads thru
the pine lands and oot into the gladea?
Please answer that mlsoe,

Every man of family who moves to
Broward County spends from $750,00
to 51,000,000 per wear. One hundred
families at the snme rate would mean
an added eirculation of hard cash of
from $75,000.00 to $100,000.00 per
vear. (Ad infinitum), Where? In Brow-
ard County. AL the same time these
100 families are improving at the least
estimate 1000 acres, and being taxed
an inereased valuation,

We are potentially the “richest coun-
Ly 11 Flanda,™

Ft. Lauderdale's share of the bond
igsue builds the road to Davie. Ever
glades bond issue builds the road the
reat of the way, “Surely we can give
these people the privilege of building
their own roada.”

If this is all bogh, then kill the bond
issue, If not, vobe for it when the time
COIEes,
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“Commissioners Proceedings™

Condensed Heport of
Preliminary Business
The County Commissioners appoint-
ed by Gov, Park Trammell for

ard County, met ot the town hall, Ft.
Lauvderdale, Florida, July 23, 1915, at

2 q{:

e following members were pres
ent: Commissioners A. B, Lowe, J. J,
Joyee, 1. 1. Hardes [Hardy], C. E. Ing-
alls and W. L. Bracknell. On motion
Com, A. was unanimously
elected as temporary chairman.

Maotion was made and seconded that
a committee be appointed to see At
tornevs Bullock & Evans in regard to
accepling position as County Attorney
for Broward County Board of County
Commissioners.

On motion and seconded, which was
duly carried, the County printing for a
period of one year from October lat,
1915, was given (o the Fi. Lauderdale
Sentinel,

On motion, seconded, the Clerk was
ordered to prepare a list of the neces-
sary supplies, books, furniture, ele,,
for the different offices which would
be needed in the Broward County
Court House,

A motion, seconded, that the chair-
man and clerk of the Board act as a
commities b get prices and terms from
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the Dade County School Board on An-
drews Avenue school building for Coun-
ty Court House use,

The Clerk on motion was autharized
to get samples and prices on all sup-
plies for new Court House and make a
report at the next meeting.

The Board of County Commission-
ers appointed for Broward County
met at the town hall, August &, 1915,
at 1 p.m,

Chairman Lowe reported that the
Dade County School Board were ready
to enter into a contract with Broward
County Commissioners, but no definite
arrnngements had so fur been made.
C. J. [should be C. D.] Kittredge ap-
peared before the Board and offered
suggestions in regard to the contract
to be made betwesn the School Board

Officials in the 19156 photo above
are (left to right); County Engineer
Herbert C. Davis, County Commis-
sioners Charles Edward Ingalls,
Alexander B. Lowe and J.J. Jovee,
and County Attorney Wilfred L
Evans, Rounding out the first coun-
ty commission were Isaac I, Hardy
(photo at. left) and William L. Brack-
nell (photo at right).

and the Broward County Commissions
ers for scheol house building, recom.
mending that an offer be made to the
Dade County School Board the pur
chase price to be fixed at $12,000.00,
$2,000.00 to be paid in a county war-
rant at the first meeting of the Board
of County Commissioners, and the bal-
ance to be paid in annual payments of
£1,000,00 each, until the balance of
$10,000.00 is paid in full. A motion
was made and seconded that the offer
as suggested by Mr. Kittredge be made
to the Dade County Schoal Board.

The attorneys present were asked to
make propositions to serve as County
Attorney for the Board of County Com-
mizsioners of Broward County for a
year. Attorney Evans offered his serv-
ices a8 Attorney for the Board at a
price to be fixed by the Board between

21500 and $25.00 per month as a
monthly retainer fee, and a reason-
able price to be agreed upon for spe
cial services, such as bond issues and
court cilses,

Attorney Morflest offered for same

pervices as follows: £25.00 per month
as retainer fee and reasonable fees for
other services or S100.00 per month
for all legal advice and work which
Board might require,

Ju Bunn stated in his opinion it
would be legal for the County Attorney
to sérve the Board as legal adviser,
and that he at any time would be glad
to mssist and advise the Board. A mo-
tioh was made and seconded that the
Board accept the offer made by Coun.
ty Attorney Frost to serve the Board
for a period of one year from October
1.
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The County Commissioners of Brow-
ard County met August 13, 1915,

Attorney Frost advised the Board
that the law required that the Board
pdvertise for bids on furnifure and
books, if the order amounted to more
than £300.00. A motion was made and
seconded that the Board advertise sep-
arately for bids on furniture, record
books and legal blanks, and all sia-
tionary necessary, bound books shall
r;grment one bid and furniture ano-
ther,

Fort Lauderdale Bentinel
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“Commissioners Report®
Have Been Busy Since Organization

Augusat 19, the Board of County Com-
missionera of Broward mun?' met im
the school house, and the clerk was
ordered to have such books made as
would be necessary for the opening of
business on October Ist, providing
that the amount of said order dees nat
eoveend SH00U00,

The clerk was instructed to adver-
tise for bids an county books accord-
ing to the list fornished by the clerk,
excepting the order for books.

W. P. Smith appeared before the
Board offering to donate two  blocks
of land, Lauderdale Subdivision, South
of Fifth Street, in Town of Ft. Lauder.
dale, in Broward County, providing
snid County would build a Court
Heouse on said property within a reas-
onable length  of time. Mr. Smith’s
proposition was extended to the Town
of Ft. Lauderdale, if snid town woold
erect public buildings on same within
a reasonable length of time,

Omn motion, the Board placed plots
and contracts offered by Mr, Smith
an file for future consideration. On
motion, seconded, the Clerk was in-
structed to place an order for three
fourthas of the stationary needed by
Broward County with the Herald
Printing Company, the balance, one
fourth, to be given to the Fi. Lawder
dale Sentinel.

The Clerk was ordered to advertise
for bids for remodeling schoal huoild.
ing, according to plans and specifica:
tions in office of Clerk of County Com-
friEsionere.

Ty —p—

On August 26, 1915, at 2 p.m,, the
Board of County C
Broward County met in the school house,

The applications of J. K, Gordon
and 8, 8. Dalzell for the position as
janitor for Broward County Court House
werg read and placed onm file to be
acted upon at the first meeting of the

ommissioners of

B::r.rﬁuf County Commissioners in Oct-
oher.

The application of J. G, Farrow for
the office of Game Warden of Broward
County was resd and placed on file,

The Board ordered the following
changes made in the specifications
made for remodeling school building:

Bection which reads, “only Union
labor' stricken out.

The following bonds were fixed for
County officers by order of the Board
of County Comenisaioners:

Sheriffebond ......cccc0 S0

Clerk Circuit Court bond . . . £3000

County Judge bond ....... $2000

Rock was ordered filled in around
Court House side walk,

Board of County Commissioners met
at the Court House, Sept. 2, 1815: M.
E. Mark appearsd before the Board
and offered to furnish roofing material
for court house at 3650 per sguare
laid on the building, or furnish material
delivered for $4.75. Board decided to
postpone final decision as to the kind
of material,

. C, Ausherman asked that his com-
pany be given a share of the fire in-
surance carried on the county build-
ing.

Beptember 4, 1915, the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners met at the Court
Hougze.

A petition from the property owners
to the town council of Ft. Laud-
erdale, asking that Andrews Avenus
be paved from curb to curb from South
River Street to South Second atreet,
the cost of same o be asaesssd to
property abbuting [sic.] on said street.
The chairman was intreduced to sign
the E:;eti.l'.:inn for hawving swmid strect

vid.

Bids ns follows were receivid on
record books:

Hefiy Press, Miami, delivered in

Court House . . ... E6EE.BO
H. & W. B. Drew Co., Jacksonville,
place of delivery mod

shown . . 352310
Creo, B, Bamnrd{'.'-n Et l.uu:a. de-

livered in Court House $669,00
Walker, Evans & Cogwell Co, books

delivered . ............ ETabL.00

The awarding of contract for books
was laid over,
Bids on furniture were as follows:

H. & W. B. Drew Cao.,

Jacksonville, .. ...... 31710131
Eugene Smith ......... 5135012
Palm Beach Il'larcﬂ.util-e Co,

veeas B1IRTOUO0
G. E Bn.ma.rd G:l- ...... S1722.50
Foster Rennals .. .. . 2210500
Smith's Book Elm'e. - 4 . 1 I

The contract was given to Eugene
Smith of West Palm Bﬂa

The following bids were read for
remodelling Court House with requir-

ed certified checks enclosed:
C. A. Rawling ......... £5150.00
Fleming & Pitzer ...... 23850, 030
John Olsson .......... S4500. 0

The contract was given to Fleming
& Pitzer, and Attorney Frost instruct-
ed to prepare contract requiring a bond
to be given by contractors for 25 per
cent of contract price, work to begin
within ten dave and to be completed
within sixty days from signing of con-
tract.

Board of County Commissioners
Et tgesﬁl'ﬁu of Bunn & Weidling, Eﬂpt.

131

The hids for Court House record was
given to the Hefty Press, price being
£663.60 the books to be delivered in
Court House in Ft. Lauderdale in good
conditiomn,

Jd. J. Joyee offered his services as
inspector of the work on the Court
House, without poy, was accepted,

The Board of County Commissioners
men at the Court House at 10 a.m.
A communication was réad from Eu-
ne Smith of West Palm Beach and a
ist showing changes in furniture as
follows:
Art Metal Contraet Changes

Debits
I Sanitary Base, 5-88-100" high,

Mo, 282 |
4 Six U:u:umem F':]l& Stttluns.

1204 100" high, Mo, 284 ... 4200
1 Plain Tnp., 1-38-100" hu;h
bo, 288 | 2 10
M&an
Credits
Elevation No, T enncellsd . . . 33360
Adding to contract ......... 21490
Original contract .. ... ... E1120.74
Total contract .. ......... 113544
Furniture Contract Changes
Diebita
4 T:.rp-ewnler chairg,
§15.95
12 Elnua!hl. back chairs, X57.58,
L 370
12 Etrmghh back rhal.m. E 51315
s... -+ 3630
231.95
Credits
4 Typewriter chairs ........ $15.40
24 straight back ™ cooo D280
$68.20
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Adding to contract .. .auna... 1375
Original contract ........-. 22938
Total contract o ovvweaee-- £243.13

The clerk was ordered to accept
changes,

The contract bétween the Board and
Fleming & Pitzer for remodeling the
Court House was approved and duly
signed,

County Commissioners met at the
court house, Sept, 19, 1915.

The Tax Collector filed a list of sup-
plies regquired as follows:

1. Register for automobiles and
matoreycles,

Auto application blanks for license

License blamks

&0 “To Hire" mutemobile licenas
plates,

250 “Owner's Use" automobile li-
cense plates

50 Ibfuturcz.r-l:l: license plates

Attorney Frost was authorized o or-
der a copy of compiled statutes of the
State of Florida from the West Pub-
lishing Company.

On motion a wire was sent o the
Southern Structural Steel Co., Birming-
ham, Ala., stating that the County
Commissioners of Broward county are
in the market for some jail cells,

The County Commissioners of Brow-
ard county met at the court house
Sept. 16, 1915,

A communication from W. P. Smith
in regard to donation for Court House
location was read and the Clerk

instructed to answer same refusing to
accept offer and return papers im
conneciion.

The offer of Fleming & Pitzer to
waterproof inside of Court House at a
price of $35.00 for second floor was
rigud and acﬁp'l.-ed

The Contractor reported that win-
dow weights have not been put in and
that part of the work was not incloded
in his conteact. His additional price of
222 was acoepted,

The clerk was authorized to por-
chase Index and other necessary books.

e e

The Board of County Commissioners
mel at the office of County Attorney
Frost, Sept. 17, 1915,

The bond of the County Tressurer,
J. G. Ewing, be fixed at 355,000.00,
that being over half the amount of the
Tax Levy for the year 1915, ns requir-
ed by law. The bond of Tax Collector
W. 0. Berryvhill was fixed at 30,000,100,
s requaired by law,

A communication was read by the
Clerk from comptroller stating that
aath office and bond have beon recedy
e and filed with the secretary,

An application for position as super-
intendent of ronds and convicts was
read from A, F. Cheshire, and Gled for
consideration.

Motion, contracting agent for South-
ern Structural Steel Co. be instructed
to draw plans and specifications for a
six-cell center corridor jail. Motion car-

ried.
Mr. Smith agrees to furnish plans
and specifications for above jail, and

if eontract is awarded to the Southern
Siructural Steel Co., there will not be
any charge made, but if the contract
for jail is given to some other com-
pany a charge of five per cent will be
made for above-named plans nnd speci-
fications.

Com. Joyee was instructed to have
concealed electric wiring placed in
Court House if same does not cost
more than 540,00,

September 24, 1915, the Board of
County Commissioners of Broward
County met at the office of County
Attorney Froat.

The following applications for posi-
tions with Broward County read and
placed on file for consideration:

M. C. Pike for Superintendent of
county convicts

E. K. Priest for Game Warden

H. H. High, caretaker of trees on
county roads

W. J. A, Ingram for eourt house
Janitor

R. Mahaffy for court house janitor

I, A, Jones for eourt house janitor

J. H. King for bridge tender, Danin
Bridge

The Clerk was instructed to pur-

chase one common table, one fype-
writer table and eight chairs, for the
use of the Board of County Commis-
sioners until Court House furnitere is

received
(Signed) F, A. Bryan, Clerk
{Signed} A. B. Lawe,
Chairman County Com.
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