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EXPLORES THE EVERGLADES

With introduction by JOE KNETSCH

The name of William Cooley needs
little intreduction to those even casu-
ally interested in the history of south
Floride, His leadership of the New
River settlement, the massacre of his
family at the beginning of the Second
Seminole War, and the many impor-
tant offices he held on the frontier has
egtablished him as one of the major
figurea of the Territorial period. Yet
only one important work has been
written concerning this muimm;l
leader, (See Cooper Kirk, “William
Cooley: Broward's Legend,"” Broward
Legaey, vol. |, nos. 1 and 2, 1976 and

TTh

Within the last few months, “new"
documents have surfaced concerning
the life of William Coaley. For example,
in his capacity as justice of the peace
at Homosassa, he was active in encon-
raging federal and state officials to
complete the surveys for the settlers of
that area (Letters from Commissioner,
volume 3, 184043, pp. 605-06), Because
his name appears as the person to
whom at least twentyeight Armed
Oecupation patents were delivered, it
is likely that as justice af the peace he
delivered these to their Aghtful owners
as an assamed duty (Senate Executive
Document Mo, 38, 30th Congreas, lat
Sesgion). Cooley himself was the
recipient of 160 acres under this act of
1842, and the patent says he owned the
land at the head of the Homosassa
River, The original patent is on file at
the Depariment of Natural Resources,
Title Section af the Bureau of Survey
& Mapping, Tallahassee, Florida.
Thesa “finds” simply add further
documentation to the portrait so
admirably drawn by Dr. Kirk,

The most significant recent discov-
ery, however, is the ten-page, hand-
written letter from Cooley that appears
transcribed below, In this remarkable
document, Cooley describes his activ-
fties prior to and during the Second
Seminole War of 1835-1842. What is

more, he goes on to recommend a
number of measures that he feals will
gignificantly aid the development of
gouth Florida. These suggestions are
not altegether new or criginal with
Cooley or of many other leaders of his
day. Among the ideas proposed are the
improvement of the “Inland Route”
down the east coast of Florida, and the
drainage of much of the Everglades.
Also included is one of the more vivid
descriptions of the southern Florida
wilderness that this introducer has
ever had the pleasure of reading. It ia
this description and the temor of the
wriling that makes this letter unigue
and valuable.

It should be explained how Cooley
came to write this remarkable letter,
He put pen to paper at the behest af
land agent John Darling of Tampa.
Darling, who had many ideas concern-
ing the development of Florida, was
engaged in an active campaign to get
the state and federal government more
maotivated to remove the Seminoles
and begin the physical development of
the land. He solicited Cooley and
others to write him, or the governor,
wnd exploin the necessity of develop-
ing the land as rapidly as poasible.
Among the others writing at Darling's
request was . W. Ferguson! of “Ber-
muda, Miami River,” who e:pren-ae-d
ideas similar to Cooley's, with ib
even more flair. The fact lh{!
internal improvements pwp-uwd may
have led to additional Indian troubles
peems not to have disturbed anyone
greatly. Indeed, it was the common
fromtier nssumption of the agreements
reached with Billy Bowlegs and other
Seminole leaders that the Indians
would soon be leaving Florida to join
their compatriots in the Indian Terri-
tory west of the Mizsizsippl Hiver.
Thus, Darling, Cooley and Ferguson
must have felt relatively free to advo-
cate their common programs,

Whatever the case, on August 16,

1851, Darling wrote to Governor Tho-
mas Brown, explaining Cooley's letter:
i
I have the honor to encloss to vour
Excellemcy herewith the letter of
Captain William Cooley, narrating
gevoral reconnaisances of the Ever-
glades and other portions of South
Florida, This letter is obscure in some
portions but in genersl contains much
interesting and valoable information,
because it comes from a disinterested
witmess who has no inducement o
make a glowing report merely for
show,

Whether or not Cooley was a “dis-
interested witness” may be open to
question, The exoact noatore of his
relaticnship to the ambitious Darling
iz unknown at this timae.

What follows is a complete transerip
tion of Cooley's letter of August 11,
1851. Because of its readability and
unique tenor, it has been decided not
to “edit™ the letter, but, instead, to let
it stand on its own merits, No spelling,
punctuation or other changes have
been made. It is believed that “editing"
would detract more than enhanee the
quality of the document. Any ercors of
transcription are the reaponaibility of
the introdocer. The two footnotes
placed in parentheses are Cooley's.
The remainder are explanatory motes.

Tempn, Fa., August 11 1851
Dir. Sir;

[ regided on New River from 1823
to 1836, During that time | explored
the coast and the Everglades every
year more of less with different per-
sons. In 1828 with Col. Fitzpatrick? we
explored new River and its branches
into the Everglades at different points,
Mew Hiver divides itself into four
branches or prongs — the south prong,
Morth West prong, North prong, and
Snook Creek? — The south prong is the
main channel of New River — all the
branches eommunicate with the Ever
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glades; but during a dry time they are
all dry except the south prong (1) —
on the head of this River and its
branches there is & lorge quantity of
the richest bottom lands which are
never overflowed except in a very wet
peason — these lands extend for miles
info the Everglades elear of Rock with
i base of Marle — on Mew River lie
Rich Hammaock, Pine and Prarie land,
which never overfllow except occasion-
ally during the Equinoxial Gales but
then not enough to do any great
damage to crops — Counta® grows here
in large guantities, and the land
generally must be good because the
counta does not grow on Wet land; and
the water dries up almosi as soon as
it reach the land — never lavs more
than four or five daye — I speak of
the lands now that lie irmmediately on
the banks of the Main Hiver — [ think
there is a ridge about one mile wide
between Cape Florida & Mew River
that does not owverflow — this ridge
runs the whaole distance about 19 miles
= [ think that about 374 of the lands
between Cape Florida and Mew Biver
are subject to occasional overflow —
in places near the, and in the, Main
channel when it debauches from the
Everglades about to 2 to 4 feet under
the surface the rock appears (2) — at
this point there is a l'aI]i of about & feet
descending from the Everglades — We
likewise explored Jupiter River — all
the lands between Jupiter and MNew
River are wet except aboul ¥ which lie
im the Big Cypreas’ which is celebrated
a8 the place where (enl. Jesup® treated
with the Indians on the 9th Feby 1838,
The road to MNew River must pass

Florida Governor Thomas Brown,
to whom Cooley’s 1851 letter was
relayed (courtesy of Florida Pho-
tographic Archives),

through it or go along the sea beach
— the distance from Jupiter to MNew
River is about 60 Miles — we found
good land on Jupiter River and its
branches which may be reclaimed for
sugar or Rice by Keeping Jupiter Bar
open — this bar occasionally closes
and when it does go the water rises in
the Hiver 6 or 8 fest and flows hack
on the lands — In the fall of 1827 I
went with a party of Indians to the
head of the north prong of New River
— we travelled on horsehack — the
senson was very dry =— The Indians
had set fire to the Everglades — [
cannat tell how far the fire extended
but we rode in a North West direction
near 30 miles across the burnt tract
without seeing the end of it — along
our trail I obeerved large quantities of
decayed vegetation but did not obaerve
any signs of peat, or any place where
the fire had taken hold of the soil =
IIIDI'IE Fur whl:l]l'! vl “"IL;EI' WL \'1.!'}'
asearce — To our right as we travelled
M.W. lay a dense Cypress swamp or
Hammock — The Indians said there
was good Hammock in this Cypress
aren in large bodies — I never saw
better land than this prane across
which we travelled = Col, Gadsden®
got lost in this Cypress about 11 Days
and fnally reached MNew River by
following the beach on the east side
—_ He & the land in the Cypress is
the wet portion can be easily
dml.ned: s thiere 15 a fall of 6 feet I'rclm
the Crprﬁu to the sea = In the fall
and winter of 1827 1 l_-.;:plnrl:d the
Inland route® from the Indian Hiver
Haulover, to Cape Florida in company
with Capt. Johnson® a Pilot — we
found not less than 2 feet water from
the Haulover to Jupiter Bar — from
this point we ascended the south
Lagoon of Jupiter River about 4 miles
with our whale boat, which we had to
han] over about 75 yards into what was
called Granville Sound, and now Lake
Worth — a beautiful sheet of water,
very deep — we found not less than
10 feet, though we did not sound many
places — we sailed south about 35 miles
to what was called Old Granville Inlet
— A number of vears agoe, it was aaid
that there was 2 fathoms of water on
this bar — (see Granville's chart) —
now the Inlet is closed — I think this
Inlet might be easily kept open if
necessary — The Conks™ say a vessel
was aunk in this channel — the surface
of the ocean is not 6 feet below the
surface of the Lake st this point — we
hauled our boat into the surf aboat 15
yards which is the width of the said
bank between lake and the sea — IF
thiz bar was opened a large guantity
of land would be reclaimed — there is
a water communication befween this
lake and Bocal Hatones sound.)' a

distance of about 6 miles but Imamalln
for o bont — a amall mlmeml%
— on this creek which is the on :nmtlat
of Lake worth there are the richest
prarie lanmds [ ever saw —wepmmdnd
outside about & or 7 miles to what is
called the Orange Grove Hauolowes, 1T
near 8 large sour and bitterswest
orange grove of several hundred trees
— We hauled our boat at this point into
Bocal Ratones Sound, I ahould think
abaut 250 ar 300 yds across the orange
grove Hammock — the water from
Jupiter to this place is all fresh as it
has of course no communication with
the sea — we proceeded about 8 miles
to Bocal Ratones River, thenoe by this
river 3 miles to Hillshorough River —
the water has an average on this
section of 5 feet in depdth — thence
by the latter River 4 miles into New
River — the passage for the last 7 miles
is narrow and shallow — we thers
agcended New River about B miles to
the Ewerglades this section is good
ateam navigation — from this point we
proceeded through the Everglades in
shallow water full of grass about 10
miles to the head of Rio Ratones!* —
the water on this section was about 18
inches deep — we proceeded down the
Hio Ratones which is narrow, shallow
and Crooked 4 miles into Key Biscayme
Bay which Closed this reconnoisance
— [ think it will not require more than
15 miles of wraught canal to open a
light draft steamboat navigate inland
from Key Biscayne Bay to Indian
River Haulover — From 1827 to 1836
I often visited the Everglades with the
Indiams who lived on Mew River — we
often tried to go to what the Indians
called Micaco or Big Water which [
suppose is Okechobee — We passed
through several fine Lakea and saw a
number of amall Islands cowered with
cocopplum tree — we come (o o lake
full of Water Lettuce about 15 miles
West from the head of new Hiver —
the letiuce was so thick we could not
penetrate it with our boats — on this
route the water on the Everglades is
not more than 12 to 18 inches deep
except in the channel where it is 2 to
2%, 3 to 4 fest, rocky bottom - The
Everglades are covered here with a
of saw Grass and Maiden Cane

— the Indians said that the big water
was about 20 miles from where we
struck the Letiuce — that the Lettuce
came out of the big Cypress between
Jupiter and New River and was blown
by the wind across into it present
position — the Indians stated that they
had frequently been through this
passage into the big Water — My own
opinion is that this Lettuce came out
of Okechobee — the Indians also stated
that the water from Okechobee runs
under the Lettuce thence to New River

Winter/Spring — 41



— as far as we went we found o well
defined rocky channel having a
greater depth of water than the sur-
rounding Glades with considerable
amount setiing towards MNew River —
I think the lettuce is at least 12 fest
above the level of the Ocean — the
bounds of the ccean at the same time
that they defined the land — form a
margin to the Everglades — the trib-
utaries of Okechobee during the wet
season pour the surplus water into that
Lake & swell its volume which apreads
over the Ewverglades looking for an
outlet — the natural outlets not being
safficiently capacious to convey away
the surplus water — [ think that all
that is necessary to be done to drain
a large portion of the Everglades is to
enlarge the natural outlets — such as
the Hillsborough River, the Goose
Fond River," the new River and
Branches, the Rie Ratones, Arch
Creek, Little River, and Miami Hiver
— on the eastern gide of the Peninzula

— the Caloosehatchee Hiver, Marka
River,'* the tributaries of Galvestont®
& Chatham!” Bays, Shark River, and
Black Cezsar's Crock,'® on the western
gide of the Peninsula — 1 think that
new River and the Calsosehatehes are
the twoe principal outlets — there is a
fall on the Caloosehatches of full ten
feet about 3 miles above the old Fort
Dennand!® — Some of the Lakes above
mentioned were very deep and on the
ghores of some of these, the land was

ectly dry = there s very little rock
in that section of the Glades — the land
between Mew River and Key Biscayne
is inclined to be very rocky, the rock
extending to the Glades — the soil of
gome of the Hammock in the Glades
between Mew River and Cape Florida
will burn — between the same points
there is a sand Bar about 100 vds wide
extending in & due west course into the
Everglades — I have followed it in &
dry time, but was not able to find the
end of it = the water in o dry time
on the north side of this bar runs into
Mew River and on the south side into
Key Biscayne Bay — In the summer
and fall of 1836 [ was in the employ-
mentof the U8, Government as a Pilot
for the Everglades under the command
of Capt. Powell™ of the U5, Navy —
We started from Key West — part of
Boats went outside and the remainder
went up the Bay by way of Key Largo,
to Cape Florida=at Cape Florida the
boats divided ngain part of the boats
went up to Mew River outside and part
inside — from Key West to Cape
Florida I went with the outside boats
and from Cape Florida to New River
I went inside — It is about 9 miles from
the head of Key Biscayne Bay to New
River by land, which is high pine
barren covered with a growth of

Counta = When we reached New River
[ found that my counta Machinery had
been burned by the Indians — they had
burned my houses & store at the time
they murdered my family but they left
the Machinery standing — We comped
here a few dave — the command then
divided, n part went on to Indian River
and n part infta the Euergladea — 1
aocompanied that part that went into
glades — we proceeded in boats into
the Everglades expecting to camp on
Big Pine Island® which is about 9
miles from the entrance to the Glades,
but the Boats drew too much water and
finding no channel to the Izsland we
camped in our boats — The next day
wi pq'nmﬂllﬁ:d inta the Glades abaut 30
miles in a westerly direction — with
the Spy Glass we saw several large
laslands in & north direction from us

— i leasl they appeared to be [slanda
— this route is from the south prong
of Mew Hiver and to the south - ward
of both my previous routes — It was
the opinion of the command that the
whole of this region could be drained
by o large conal to New River — [ think
the fall s about the same as on the
other route — the current setting to
New River — the water here on the
grissy part of the Glades was about
18 inches deep — thiz is about the
average depth of the water on the
largest portion of the Everglades — in
the lagoons and channels it is deeper
= in o dry time the water is collected
in these lagoons and chanmels — in
a dry time the north and west prongs
of Mew River, Snook and Arch Creeks,
and Litile River go dry, and the Rio
Ratones nearly so — upon Arch Creek
iz a natural arch from which it takes
its marme — im wek times the water rises
& the arch which is so formed that it
backs and consequently raises the
water about 5 feel and causes it to
overflow thousands of acres of land
which could be avoided by its removal

= the little channels that are obsery
ible coursing through the Everglades
have one comemon direction towards
the lake Okechobee where the Indians
gay they all terminate — from this
circumatance I conclude that they are
fed from that Lake — finding that our
boats drew too much water we were
obliged to return to Cape Florids = on
our way back we explored all the water
courses out of the Ewverglades but
aohservied nothing impertant more than
has already been mentioned — we
procecded from Cape Florida to Cape
Sable, part of the boats through the
Sandwich Gulf2 along the main land

-:n-l' I{ey Lm- and the remainder
%2&1! inside the Florida
Reef Ha_'r Tavernier — all to Cape

Eable h]i' the Rabbit Keys — At Key
Tawernier we fell in with the Indian

“Chai's Wife" — our boats gave chase
hut it was no go — Chai reached the
main land and we gave up the chase
— the Indian and his wife were after
wards captured by Col, Harney®
between Cape Florida and Cape
Sable® and they are now living in
Sarasota — From Cape Sable we
staried for Shark Hiver — here | was
transferred to Lieut. Waldron® of the
1.5, Marnes — We did not find Shark
River but we found » nver™ beautiful
at the mouth emplying into Chathams
Bay, not far from Losiman’s Key —
wi agcended this river in the night time
until we reached fresh water — Doctor
Lightner™ acted as Pilot — He told us
that he had examined the river before
the war with the Indians and that there
had been an Indian Settlement on the
river, but he was anable to find the
same place again — the river was very
crooked — When we found curselves
the next morning we were about 15
milea from the Starting point and ten
or 156 miles from Cape Sable — this
river was called Snake River from its
course and is to the northwest of Shark
River — heing tired and sleepy we lay
by that day = the next day we pro:
cocded nlong the coast o Pavillion Key
in Chatham Bay — we then went
through the Bay to o place called Owl
Key, there we went up a small River
to a large Indian Town on a Shell
Island containing some 500 acres of
the best land about 50 acres of which
had been under cultivation — but the
Indians had retired into the Ewver
glades in their canoes — this river
heads in the Everglades but we did not
go up so far becouse our boats drew
too much water, From this paing we
proceeded along the const to Caximbas
which is Cape Roman River or Marko
— We staid here some time examining
the country — there is a large body of
good land in that section — I think that

Section of the IBB'?.I Lee Williams
map of Florida, showing Cooley's
name just above the New River,
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itis the Little Caximbas which is about
half way between Cape Roman and the
mouth of Sanvbel River® that is
properly called Marko — back of Cape
Roman lies the best country 1 have
seen in Floridae — high live cak land
free from Rock — it appears to be an
immenze [sland for we pursued Indi.
ana through it full 20 miles the whole
distance of this same Kind of Land,
until we came to a Mangrove Slough
which we supposed surrounded it and
seperated it from the main land — We
then ascended the nver as far as we
could and then walked to the main land
— the distance from Caximbas to the
main land by the river is about 12 miles
— we found the main land a fine high
rich pine barren — the pines very tall
— this land appeared to be without
limit but I did not penetrate far into
it — we went to the main land in search
of an Indian Town that Capt. Johnson
the Pilot said he had visited before the
war; but we could discover no traces
of Indians — at Cape Remano there
are three or four Indian plantations of
26 or 80 acres Each — here we found
Bananas, Sugar Cane, and pampkina
in abundance — this whole country
has the appearance of being healthy
and from the fact of its extensive
oecupation by the Indians [ have no
doubt it is the best country in Flonda
— an the coast at Cape Romano and
Cape Sable the country is high buot the
cafst except thege points appenrs to be
low and covered with Mangroves —
From this point we proceeded to Char-
Iotte Harbor — we spent some time on
Caldias Island now called “Useppa”
or Fort Casey — while here the couniry
was examined op to Peas Creek™ but
I did not accompany the detachment

— From thizs point the command
returned to Key Weat — [ accompanied
Col. Harney and Lit. Worrell® an
geveral excursions into the Everglades
but did not observe anything more
interesting than here related — The
nexct tour | had was with Col. Lawson?
in 1838 — we left the Caloosehatchee
with three companies of wolunteses
and some Delaware and Shawnee
Indians and wentto Cape Sable — then
we built fort Poinsett — I was sutler
Tor the command but acted as Pilot —
the Delaware and Shawnee Indians
were genl oul Lo explore the country
back of Cape Sable — they were gone
7 or 8 days — when they returned they
stated that they had discovered an
immense Cypress swamp aboat 25
miles in o Morth direction — they
stoted that they had spent & days in
the Cypress which they described as
both wet and dry — back of Cape Sable
I examined a prarie which is about 15
miles across = it is dry in a dry season
— it borders on the Glades and gets

wet at about 15 miles from the coast
— it has very little saw grass upen it
even in the wet places — the whole is
very rich — the growth grass — thistle
and Calus — 15 miles of this Prarie
from the coast back is dry but may be
wet in a very wel season — In the wet
Places the water is fresh ahowing that
it has no connection with salt water

= there nppears to be a0 graduoal
descent to the const and T think o large
guantity of the wet prarie may be
reclaimed and the dry Kept from
overflow by deaining — 1 have no
conception of the whole extent of this
praric — [ made 15 miles to the wet
prarie in o west of north direetion and
1% miles in an Easterly direction
towards Cape Florida to Loyds” Lake®

= if this Prarie could be secured from
inundstion it would become ane of the
best producing sections of the State —
al Loyds Lake yvou strike the porous
or haneveomb rock which reaches from
that point to Rio Ratones — most of
this distance this rock appears above
ground bot in somme places it is covered
with =oil a foot or more = this rock
on this rowte extends some distonce
into the everglodes bot T have not
discovered it any where else in any

dedi . . Tk
I-/r-&-h-.:d..d- -ru-..-#":.s#}ﬂ-.l—-
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body — There are several lorge Ham-
mocks whose base is this porous rock
= the land or sail is rich but if fired
ina dry time it will burn up — the base
of the Prarie land above referred to is
Marle — I accompanied Col. Lawson
toShark river — we ascended this river
to Manatee Lake and encamped on
Manatee Island where we saw
immenss piles of Manates bones — this
is an old Indinn camping ground —
from this point we tried to get into the
Everglades bot eould not do so for
Sawgrass which grows here on the
Margin of the Glades to great size —
If there is any river ranning out of the
Glades at this point we could not find
it — We saw the Big Cypress with the
Spy Glass in a northerly direction —
the intermediate distance appeared to
be covered with Saw Grass, and Man-
grove Kevs — | have heard that Lieat.
Rogers®™ went to the Big Cypress from
Manates Lake to Sam Jones Town in
hiz Boats — The Shawnee & Delaware
Indians stated that a belt of land
extends from Cape Sable o the Big
Cypress wet but passable — 1 think the
Big Cypress can be reached sAthouwt
trouble by land from Caximbas — Chai
says there is an Indian trail from Cape
Romano to the Big Cvpress — I have
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First page of the original letter, in Cooley's handwriting.
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been from Fort Dennaud to Fort
Kenis® — the country on this route is
flat pine woods —

I am an old man and think | know
gomething about land and a country
— In the sections I have diseribed will
be found at present fit for cultivation
immense quantities of Land equal and
in most cases better than any other
lands in the state, and immense guan-
tities that may be reclaimed at a small
comparative exponss =

Yours truly
WM Cooley
T J. Darling
ADBLISL®
Tampa, Fa.

[Cooley’s] Motes —

{1} That iz dry at the heads where they
come oul of the Everglades

(%) This rock appears to be composed
of Marle, Shell und Sand is Shightly
poroos and Easily cut with an axe
— this reck is most abundant
‘_Llns.-twen Mew River and Cape Flor.

E. Sk

ENDNOTES
I G. W. Ferison m (eronge W, Fapuaos wha was e
postmaster st the Miami Biver, Waller . Maby
meeniiens a 03 Feaguaon jining & company of
Unlca wolanbesrs in Koy West on May 16, 1881, This
may b the sams persan. i, Walier ©, Malaney, A
Aikwich of the Hiatary of Key W, Flonds Faosimile
reprint of the 1M adion, introdectien asd index by
Thelms Prisra. Cainesvilles Uinivensiiy of Florids

Freas, 1045

& Calensl Richard Fitzpatrick i well-krown o stedents
of Browsrd County histcey as the purchaser of the
Frankee Lawis pranl. Maloney soles him sa an
wriginal setiler of Koy 'West and stalos that Filrpatrich
Sireel there is named far him. As a delagwie 4o the
Terntamil Lagulabire in 183, he sponsceed Lhe kil
thil ceemied Dhiede County. As & frieced and peditecal
mily of Gevernor Richard E. Call he was enirisled
o hiriag thie infaresies Blogsd hosands e Flords for dee

againsl the Smminoles, an sageriment Bal Tailed o
producr anything bet iroaksle.

A Varoes maps feem the sarly and midainstesach
cenbiry apply the nams “Seosk Creel” aliermately io
Miiddle Bywer and o the Nerh Fork of New River,

A, The eoontes plani, from which Cooley had masafac
pared mrevared scarch while lving cn Mew River.

5, This name was 6 pphied (o severs] lerges cypeess stands
hetween she Atbantic cosst and the Everglades, and
s nok & be condessd with
al scathweal Flands, Ih;h.ﬂ-ndu mh—uﬂ
thee end af this leiler, The particulsr sren ke &
kere in the w2 ol the Camp Troo confereesse, lecaied
between iodmy's Delray Beach ase Dinirifeild Bemih.

4. Major Gereral Thomas 5 Jesup commasaded ithe
armins in Flarda fesm Diecesmiber 3, 15835 io Aprd 35,
1534, His serviee o Lhe Ueited Siates eutersled from
Ahe Waral L2 1o his Seatd ss Jearmermasier Deaereeral
in 1860, Aecording v Professor Jolin Mahen, " Jessp
wis the @owsl impoteas white Individusl in the
Seminoke War” (See dohn Mahon, Mafory of the
Sepend Seminode War, JRLS-PEAE, Heviesd edition.
Gialmsnvilke University Pressss of Florida, 1985 )

o ol Gadsden is the femed Jumas Gadsder, ane of the

mﬂmp@ﬂpﬂmmfmﬂhﬂrhﬂ.ﬂ Hl.l-'h'lur
wenis sxbterds from Bis service order
Ar-blidwiunhn“nhlh'ﬂll'ﬁ'-u-ﬂhyml
Lasrediing fa the ) rebuase that bears his nan
Gindsden Coanty, Flonida, i namssd Tor s il

E The inlerd roste consiled of & series ol lakes, fivers
lageans, and marahes running parallel 1o and
immedintely wesl of the Adlsntie il and later
ronnectid 4e Torm whial i8 Geday She Inirsoosstal
Waterway aleng Florsda s sl oo

B Capl Jolinsos |5 peebably Charles Johnsan of Key
Wesl, wihs wns descri bed 5 " wrecker and plot” there
in the 1008, (S Jdeffewson B Brownie, Key Went |
The Dt and the Now, Facsimils reprint of the 1952
sditlon, iniredection srad index by B Ashby Ham-
meand. Giplnsareille: University of Flornda Press, 1873

10, Crndey bhawe pelers o the “Concha,” Bahamian settlors
of Florsdss lewer sasi consd and Keys, who wens well.
krzmm as wrecksrs in the eardy and mid ninetsemth

penlary,

18, Rocal Ratonss Sound a=d Bocal Ratanes Eiver peler
o m nafersl waterwmy in Lhe preses] Delray e
Heca Radon aoen which wis alss kfown al varides
tmew as e Littke Hillsbeors and b Spaniah River,
It i pow pam of (ke |Atrsesasial 'Watsrway, (See
Dranbel A wstin, “Spanish Biver,” Browerd Legery, vel
i e | & T March 1978, pp 200

12 The Ovssge Gaoves Hanlover s locaied nl what is

Delrny Bsach.

13 Mo Raiorss is Srnake Crovk, which teday forms a
portion of the Hrosasd-Thade county line.

14, Gzocas Pond appears ms an slonpaled besly ol saler
beqweem Hillabors Inlel and Mew Hiver om ihe
Vignodes Tanner map of 1821 Peiver™

may thus represerd @ portion of Middls River or

(Y m-ﬂr.m_mﬂld “Madoo™ oz mapa from
ihe Saminczle War perizd, snlersd e Golf from Lhe
muainland oppoasie Marca laland.

vé CGallswan's Bay, lecaled beiween Cage Homano seed
the Ten Thowsand lalaseds.

IT. [ e early nineleenlh cenbary, 1he Saignalions

Tampa scene in 1846, Cooley lived in Tampa intermittently from 1837

until his death in 1863.

Lasn Bay wers inlenchin-
rn-H'l larger kan
Some carly maps appy

If.“ﬂll Beiwenn Cape

15, Alhough Conley places " Mack Cesnr's Cratli ™ 0 1he
wwat ooast, he is probably pelerring 1o Cassar s Crock
:nhun ﬁl.l-:ﬂhl-r\rﬂ Ol Ahades Keye |n lower

INCAFTE ' wis seppeandly sarend Tor
&.muhﬂlﬂi}-ﬂr

19, Ford Denssd slood on ihe Calssahssehes Hiver jast
want of pressnt-day Lalelle,

. Capiain Levie Powell was & planesr in "Hiveriss
Warfare® ms practicedin Flands, Thaogh Condey refers
Lo i as Caplads, during the LA sxpesditices bey hield
the rank of lisvfenand. (Far the bt sccomss of Powell's
saploita, e George E_ Buber, Swamp Sadon: Kioeriae
Wadfase in e Fioergledr, JATE 1802 Oainmvalle
Univeriily Presses of Flecida, 1970}

Zl. Fiser Laland i the Everglodes in what is teday Davie,
site of & siirmish belween Lhe Seminesles and Ussted
Smies peogs (pen Ferl Lawdecdale in FE3S. (Sew
Cospeer Kk, ol arell ifvieo_ " Skirmish &1 Pise laland,”
Mot Legary, wol 1, ma, 3 Apeil 1977, 16230

2N marves Foarmeerty @ ppdied o Bliscayne Bay, "Samdwich
et here ewidenily descrites Barmes or Card Sesred
hetweren Hisragne and Flords [

1 Col Harrey isthe famed Indism fighisr 'William Ssiby
Harrey. His mosi soiabls scticne in Florida reeclved
mroend the ssrprise aflech o= his command on the
Calsssahsichss Eiver on July 33 153 and kis
reberiless pursmil of the srcalled “Spanish Indian”
Chalimiin He is the sulect of & Hograpghy by Julm
Artkerr, lafian For ladian Friead The Snore of
Williem 5 Meradcy, Londos: Cremmeell Collier Press,
1.

. For an sooont of the capbure of Chin and his wile
in LEEL, ge "Haoond Expediton of Col. Narmsy in ohs
Everglaces,” Hrosard L pacy, vl 1, wea, 3 8 {Fall
15, 1R

5. liswl Waldron s Firei Lisgissant Mathanisl 8
Waldren, U'nited States Marine Corps. Statiomesd af
Key Weni prader Commodors &lexander J, Dinllas, be
saw B prealdenl of ariion fanng the Srcand Remerals
War. He frequenily senl on expedilices with Passll
{eee Tsinete 61 and Colonel Willam Lindsay, United
Blales Army_ | Alss e Bulier's Saams Sadkon )

M Probably & refereios b0 Losiman's Biver, allhough
Ty ool b describing ssy of @ nusber of small,
windiag neers eaEning the Gl P he Everglades
i thid exiremes soaathast top o Flonda

. Dkxor lighiresr |8 the wellknewn physiclan and
bertmriad, Dr, Fredench K. Leiiner, He stadied medivine
wader [, 4. E l_tglhngt-;.fl'_?q!hﬂ.q-qndw" 5
fellow stadent with dscob B Molte. who srved ms

- - Wmﬁ'ﬂm Lasliner
L] & régu ':l‘“"-ﬂﬂ“*‘l" il # femied
hllnﬁdﬂm‘m.hﬂ-"hﬂnhnﬁm seni samples
af Flords™s sxatic flors. (G Jamss F. Sorderman,
wd Jowmney fnto Wildeenes: An Army Swergeon’s
Acroun! of Lifr in Camp and Firld Dwring the Creek
aad Srminole Ware FS8-1588 by Jocob Rhett Motie,
Gadseaville: Usiversity of Florida Pross, 1983 )

2 Banylel o Sanibel Biver was 8 commen desygnalios
for thee Calissahitehes on maps Trom Lhe carly
mirseteen i oeniury .

=, Peas Creek b today e as the Pests Rivee,

30, Fdward Warrell of Delaware servind as an sssistani
wurgeon b the Lnitsd Stwies Army Brom DEIT anid
s dischasgpe in TR42

31, Cal. Lawsan is Burgeca. Gensvs] Thomas Lawsoan, ane
tiras Leulenant celoael in the Louisisns ¥alordesrs
and bater Burgean General of the Llnited Seates &rmy
B Mobie, Jouney [nio Wildvrness | The ancaymacs
J.llhm'u{ln.l.l'l.irhllpp-n.ul:l.u. The Neum of 52
Angusling = 1541 notes that Fari Poinseid was
milabiihed by Sesgron Oeneral La {Fea W plow
an the Fassage Across the Everplades: Frem The
Weimi, BL Anguitine, Javdary 8, 1541" Trquesta, val.
0, LRES

32 Liuyd's Lake agpeass on maps from e Semminske War

B he Pipems gostleastem comed ol e

1 mainland, Ky Largn.
14 Lisui Regers is meas kely Lisgisnani Jobn Badgers,
wha mlss com 1842 Hiom nds the

Everglades and up the Kissimmes Riwer. iRee Geooge
Henry Preble, “A Cance Expedilion Into the Ever-
gladea in 1842 reprintid in Fegumta, wol. b, K885
Buker =olew tha! Lisulsmanl John Roedgers com-
mandal he slosp Waiw afllér Lisstensst Jehn T.
Melaaghlin was grven command of the Fier, Hogh
of Glyese vessrls gsad Ghir crews figared peemmirenily
= the “rverine warfase”™ of RS, when Cooley
momembars Chems pxpodiBons taking place.

M. Fort Keais was locsied 52 e nerthwesl s=lge of e
Mg Cypress Swamp, ten miles sath of presestday
liritrwakun e,

A5, These kelers My mean “Ackitg Depaty Sor the Hoard
af [eiermal [mprovenvenis, Sosthem Lands "~
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