BACK TO BROWARD

THE "BACK TO BROWARD” LEAGUE AND
ITS BATTLE OVER EVERGLADES DRAINAGE

Although most south Floridians wholeheartedly
supported Everglodes drainage in the early twentieth
century, the means by which to accomplish this goal
was long a matter of contention, especially after
construction of the initial Atlantic-to-Okeechober canals
failed to produce the desired results. Small farmers
anxious fo culiivate stillflooded lands, real sstaie
companies whoe kad purchesed large tracts for resais
based on state promises of drainage, and leeding citizens
in constal fowns which stood to benefit by increased
population and trade in the interior were often united
in thedr oriticism of state drainage policy.

Ot of such criticism arose the “Back to Broward
League, " organized in Fort Lavderdale in January 1915,
under the gutdance of former Mayor William H.
Marshall. Backed by a number of prominent citizens in
the area soon to become Broward Couniy, the League
edvocated using the balance of state-ouned Everglades
land as collateral o finance completion of the
reclamation profect, and transferring management of the
praject from the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund to a special commission to be headguartered in
souith Floreda,

As statewide elections approached in 1916, the
League issued a booklet designed to gain widespread
pubtic support and to force commitments to its program
from gubernatorial and cabinet candidates. The bookler,
including a series of unigue, original cartoons, is
reprinted fere in full,

Not all Floridians — even in Broward County —
supported the sweeping changes proposed by the Back
to Broward League. “Back to Broward: Another View,"
printed here on poges 33-35, outlines the opposing vicw
as written by an wridentified Tallahassee author and
published, with obyions approval, by Colonel George 6.
Mathews in hiz Fort Lasderdale Sentinel.

Despite strenuous efforts on the part of its lraders,
the Back to Broward League failed in its attempt to gain
statewede support. In 1817, after state officials declined
to adopt its proposals, the League browght suit against
the Internal Improvement Fund in federal court, asking
that the Fund be placed in receivership and that lerge
sums of both money and land be asscssed from the
raifroads. When this suit failed, the League faded inio
ablivion, but disputes over the management of
Everglades land have continued to the present day.

Back To Broward

Drain the Everglades; make good on Florida’s promises to
the United States Government and
to the people of our sister states

Save The Honor of Florida

Constitution of the “Back to Broward League”
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ARTICLE 1
NAME

The name of this organization shall be
“Back to Broward” League.

ARTICLE 11
OBJECTS

The ohjects of this organization are

SBection 1. To aid in the drainage
and development of the Everglades.

Section 2. To coopernte, for the com-
mon welfare, with all men interested
in the Everglades.

Section 3. To place before the people
of Florida the real facts with regards
to the Everglades, its history, its
present status and its future pos-
gibilities,

Section 4. To inform the people of
the State of Florida of the oblign-
tions and duties incurred and as
aumed by them with reference to the
drainage of the Everglades and the
manner in which these obligations
and duties have been trested by the
several State Administrations,

Section 5. Tourge the immedinte re
demption of all pledges made by the
State and its Officials with a view
to saving the honor and reputation
and the fair name of Florida.

Bection 8. To urge that future State
Administrations aveid the mis-
tnkes of those in office since the
denth of Mapoleon Broward and,
“roing back to Broward,” adopt
and carry owt, in its essentials, the
drainage plan of this greatest af
Florida's sons.

ARTICLE 111
MEMBERSHIP

Membership in this League may be
held by all commercial, agriculiural,
marketing and other organizations,
and firms, corporations and individo-
als interested in the drainage and de-
velopment of the Everglades, that
apply for membership, and cooperate
to further the objects of this League.

ARTICLE IV
LOCATION OF OFFICE AND
BRANCH ORGANIZATIONS

The General Office of this League
shall be nt Ft, Laupderdale, Broward
County, Florida, but branch offices
may be established at any place in
Florida where n sufficient number of
Eﬂmnu apply for membership in the

BEUE.

ARTICLE V — OFFICERS

The carrying out of the objects of the
League shall be, go far as it iz in his
power, the duty of each member, buat
it shall be particolarly the duty of the
following officers: An Executive Com-

This portrait of Governor Napo-
leon B. Broward was printed on
the cover of the “Back to Brow-
nrd™ pamphlet, which invoked his
memory to hasten Everglades
drainage.

mittes of five members to be chosen
from the membership of the League,
a President, Vice-President and Sec-
retary-Treasurer, who shall be mem-
bers of the Execulive Committes and
choaen by it.
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DESCRIPTION
OF THE EVERGLADES

The Everglades iz an immense
prairie containing over four million
acres of land. Its watershed contains
three million acres additional,

The flocd waters from Lake Okee
chabes and the watershed to the north
and west thereof overflow the bulk of
thizs great prairie at certain seasons of
the vear and make it too wet for suae
cesslu] cultivation,

The Everglades, while nearly level,
alopes gradually from about six feet
above sea level in the southern and
eastern portions near the coast, to
about 20 feet above sen level nenr Lake
Okeechobee. With this elevation it can
be readily seen that it is not o difficult
engineering feat to build enough
control canals to carey off the flond
waters from the lake, and enough other

canals to carry off the rainwater that
falls upon the Everglades proper.

The Everglades is the biggest single
hﬂ-d._}' af mt]ni.m::EI:r hl.nd :i:n I.I'll_'! wm’]d
and is among the easiest and cheapest
to reclaim. A comparatively few dol.
lars per acre spent in drainage works
will reclaim this vast prairie and make
it one of the most valuable assets that
the State of Florida possesses.

Size of the Everglades

Four million acres does not spell very
much in cold figures, but a few com-
parisans will serve to illostrate.

The Eveérglades is larger than
Escambia, Santa Rosn, Okaleosa and
Walton counties combined, For an-
other illustration, Gadsden, Liberty,
Leon, Franklin, Wakulla and Jefferson
counties combined will just pbout total
the Everglades acreage. In Central
Florida, the total land surface of Brad.
fard, Clay, Alachua, Putnam and Mar
ion counties could all be contained in
the Everglades with room to spare,

The State of Connecticat iz not far
from being the ssme aren as the
Everglades. It would take two states
the size of Delaware to make the
Everglades. The State of Rhode Island
supports half a million people, and the
Everglades is four times as large as
Rhode Izland.

The Everglades is approximately
half the size of Holland, and Halland
supports a population, mostly farmers,
of six million, At this rate, the Ever
glades, when drained, should support
three million people,

With only one family on every B0
acres, leaving the towns out of account,
the Everglades would support 50,000
families, or with an average of five
members to the family a population of
250,000 This is a conservative estimate,

What Is Produced and Can Be
Produced in the Everglades

In those portions of the Everglades
now moest nearly drained, the wonder-
ful ability of the Everglandes soil to
E:ggltr.‘e various crops has already

proven.

Nearly everyithing that has been
tried grows very rapidly and lux-
uriantly.

Grapefruit and other citrus fruit
trees mature rapidly on Evergliades
sail, and the fruit is excellent. Vege-
tablez of nearly all kinds are produced
in abundance, yielding in some cases
several hundred dollars per acre in a
single season,

Sugar cane, grasses and forage
crops mature rapidly and seem o be
at home in Everglodes soil. Grasses
and forage crops ean be cut many times
throughout the vear.

Cattle thrive particularly well on the
Everglades. Hogs, both pure blooded
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stock and native, thrive here in a most
satisfactory manner.

Other States regard their reclaimed
wit lands as the most valuable land
within their boundares. Florida hasin
it Everglodes n more wonderful area
of reclaimable land than has any other
State in the Union,

In many parts of the Middle West,
[Minois for example, with about a five
months" growing season, the besi
farming land is valued at over S200 per
acre. With a twelve months' growing
geason, how shall we value our Ewver-
glades lamd?

With the Everglades reclaimed and
added to the State's other millions of
ncres of productive land, Florida will
tnke the position to which it is justly
entitled — the leading forming State
in the Union,

State Taxes from Everglades,
When Drained, Should Pay
Florida's Administration Expenses

If we value Everglades land, when
drained, at only 31500 per acre, as
much of the South Florida prairie land
now in crop is returned for assessment,
the Everglades when drained would be
valued for taxation at Secty Million
Motters pnd would produce at the pre
sent State millage $300,000 per vear in
State taxes. Undrained, and in its
present condition, the Everglades
produece less than 350,000 State tax.

When drained and placed ander cul-
tivation, however, the assessed value
per acre of the Everglades should be
£50.00 per acre instead of 31500, and
would probably be thus nssessed, The
total assessed walue of S2000000,00
would produce a State x of One Ml
lton Pallars T AT, OF Mong than
enough to pay all the expenses of the
State Government of Florida on the
present basis of coat.
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BACK TO BROWARD
AND HIS POLICY
OF REAL DRAINAGE

Owver Half of the Land in Florida
Was Received by the State Subject
to the Condition of Drainage

1. More than 20,000,000 Acres
Accepted by FiﬂnHa Under the
“Swamp and Overfiowed Land Act.”

ez lands were seattered over
nearly every county in the State, and
represent the richest undeveloped
assel of the State, They will yet make
Florida the richest farming State in the
Union, but a change of policy is neces-
sary to bring about this resalt.

2 Greedy Corporations Scramble
for Possession nP?ms that Shauld

Have Been Used to Pay for Their
Drainage.

Paying no attention to the proper dis-
position of the "swamp and over-
flowed™ land, public servants vielded
to the demands of railroads and trans-
portation canal companies and pro-
ceeded to give away approximately
17,000,000 acres, the heritage of the
people of Florida, All a railroad sesmed
to need wos n name and o board of
directors to get n share of the rich
apoils. There followed a riot of squand-
ering these lands. In blecks of all sizes
from a few thousand acres up to over
2,500,000 acres to one corporation, the
“swamp and overflowed” lands were
diverted from the people and their
proper use of Anancing deainage, and
were 1legally granted to private cor-
porations.,

3. Broward Found " Bank Account™

FAWTL

en Browsrd was inougurated ns
Governor, he found land grants out-
standing, the total of which exceeded
the total aereage of "swamp and over-
Mowed” lands in the State. Several
million acres more had been granted
than actually existed.

He maintained that the se-called
“Btate” lands in the Everglades should
b devoted to reclamation, and after
having sald several hundred thousand
acres for drainage purposes, he reiter
ated time and again that if any further
funds were needed, all of the remaining
“State’ lands in the district would be
used, if necessary, to complete this
great work,

The Contract of the State of Flor-
ida With the United States

1. On the Part of the United States.

This 1913 view of the Everglades from the North New River Canal shows

{We guote some of the most vital
cleyses anly. )

“AM ACT to enable the State of
Arkansas (and sther States) to reclaim
the “"Swamp Lands™ within their
limits,

“BE IT EMACTED by the Senate
and House of Hepresentatives of the
United States of America in Congress
assembled, That to enable the State of
Arkansas (and other States) w con-
struct the necessary levees and drains
to reclaim the siwamp and overflowed
lenda therein, the whole of those
swamp and overflowed lands, made
unfit therehy for coltivation, which
shall remain unsald at the passage of
this act, shall be, and the same are
hereby, granted to said State . . .

“FPROVIDED, however, That the
proceeds of said lands, whether from
sale or by direct appropristion in kind,
shall be applied, exclusively, as far os
necessary, to the purpose of reclaimeng
sid lands by means of the levees and
drnins aforesaid _ . _

SECTION 4. ANDEBEITFURTHER
ENACTED, That the provigions of this
act be extended to, and the benefita he
conferred upon, each of the other
Etates of the Union in which such
swamp and overflowed lands, known
as (and) designated s aforesaid, moy
be situnted.

“Approved, September 28, 1850."

2, On the Part of the State of Florida.
{We quate the most vital clauses only]

“AMN ACT to secure the swamp and
overflowed lands lately granted to the
State, and for other purposes.

"SECTION I BE IT ENACTED BY
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF

the looded conditions that remained even after the conal was completed.
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REFPRESENTATIVES OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA IN GENERAL
ASSEMELY COMVENED, That the
governor is authorized, and hereby
requested, to take such mensures as to
him may seem expedient and most o
the interest of this State, in securing
and classifying the lands lately
granted to this State, designated as
‘swamp or overflowed lands’ ., . .

“That there shall be, and hereby is,
crepted and constituled o Board of
Internal |m|m|;|-\.';.-m|;=r|{ for the State of
Floaada . , . to determine upsn and
recommend plans for the reclemalion
of swamp lands, and to appraise the
value of said lands . . .

“Approved January 10, 1853

Later, in 18565, the Internal Improve-
ment Board was changed to its present
form, (We guote a few important
clauges from the Internal Improwve.
ment Fund Act of 1855

"SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER
EMACTED, That for the purpose of as.
suring & proper application of said
fund for the purposes herein declared,
snid lands and all the funds arizsing
fram the sale thereof, after payving the
necessary expenses of selections, man-
agement, and sale, are hereby irrevae.
ably vested in five trustees, to wit: In
the governor of this State, the comp-
troller of public accounts, the Siate
treasurer, and attorney general, and
the register of State lands, and their
successors in office, to hold the same
in trust for the uses and purposes here
inafler provided . . .

“SECTION 16, BE IT FURTHER
ENACTED, That the Trustees of the

Internal Improvement Fund shall . .
. make such arrangements for the
drainage of the swamp or overflawed
lands, as in their judgment may be
maost advantageous to the Internal Im-
provement Fund, and the settlement
and exltivation of the land |, "

Passed the houwss nfmpﬂ'acnml;iwa.
Decerniber 289, 1854, Passed the sennte
Janovary 2, 18565, Approved by the
governor January 6, 1855,

There is no guestion but that the
foregoing constitutes a contract be
tween the United States Government
and the State of Florida,

The Supreme Court of the Uniged
States says These Lands Should be
Used for Drainage Purposes,

{We guote from certain opinions
handed down by the highest court in
the nation.)

“The State, in accepting the grant,
was bound to devote the lands to the
aceomplishment of the purpose which
Congress had in view, and there was
an implied agreement on her part to
take all the measures reasonably
within her power to make their appl-
cation effectual to that purpose,

“Upon general principals she could
not tax the land while the tille re
mained in the United States; nor while
whe held them as Trustee of the United
States, which in view of the law, is one
and the same thing."

“The contract” (between the Federal
Government and the State — as it was
ao declared by the court) ™ required the
State to appropriate the lands granted
to the purpose of reclaiming them.

In addition to the fact that the
contract between the United States
and Florida as to drainage and appli-
cation of swamp and overflowed lands
to drainage purposes is undoubtedly
legally binding and enforceahle.

It has even greater significance in

that it is morally binding, and the
Te of Florida nleﬁ no legal o]
to make them Keep their snfemn
ledges, We believe 1E at the people of
ol w:i]], by ther varles, eleet Stnte
officers pledged to earry oot the con-
tract with the United States, o fulfill
the sacred trust of drainage, and thus
save the honor of Florida.
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THE BROWARD CAMPAIGN

I. Broward's Platform — “He-
cover Swamp Lands Illegally
Granted and Use Them to Pay for
Drainage,

Broward showed what it would mean
o the State of Florida to develop its
swamp and overflowed londs — apply
them to the purpose of drainage, frst
wresting them from the hands of
gelfizh interesis.

2. Broward Was Elected. He
Saved Millions of Acres of Ever-
glades Land for Drainage Pur-
poses.

He used the lands, saved from grasp-
ing railroad corporations, for the pur.
poae of paying for drainage, selling
them from time to time as became nec-
easnry, in accordanes with the condi-
tions of the onginal grant from the
United States Government.

3. Broward's Plan = “Drain by
Units”™ — Leave Drained Lands
Behind the Dredges.

His plan further contemplated fin-
ishing drainage as the dredges moved
forward, and selling the land in
drained areas at a drained-land price
to ciurry on the work. After the work
was well started he did not expect to
sell undrained land at ridiculoosly low
prices, nor wouald this have been done
if his plans had been carried out.
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THE EVERGLADES
BOOM BEGINS

1. Land Operators at First Shy
af the Proposition, But Induced by
State Officers to Buy Large Tracts,

The anly method ot first of deriving
large enough sums of money to prose
cule the work seemed to be by means
of sales of Everglades lands to eolon-
ization companies, which im turn
would sell the same to small buyera to

Winter/Spring, 1990 — 21



make their homes upon. After many
negotiations, several large land oper-
ators were found who bought big tracts
upan the assurance of State drainage,
thus furnishing means to the State of
Florida to start the drainage work.

2. Sales to Thousands of Would-
Be Settlers,

There followed a period of land
buying hardly equalled in the history
of any State. The wonderful Ever
glades, the region of mystery, the home
of the Seminole, were at last to be
drained by the State of Florida, and
homes made for millions of people
where before existed only a trackless
swamp. The Everglades appealed to
the imagination, they were something
big, something different from the
ordinary land proposition, Great en-
thusiasm was aroused and people vied
with each other to buy. Extensive
advertising and widespread publicity
on the part of the State and colaniza-
tion companies attracted thousands of
purchasers. Many an agent has said,
“It was no trouble to sell Everglades
land; it sold itself.” And, moreover, all
these buyers were fortified with the oft-
repented statements, “The praject can
not fail,” “It is a State project.” “The
State of Florida is back of 1,
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EVERGLADES ADVERTISING
BROUGHT PROSPERITY
FOR THE STATE AT LARGE

The Broward administration will
long be remembered as a period when
Florida began to grow in popolation

and wealth as never before. The news-
papers and magarines all over the
couniry contained glowing accounts of
Florida's great reclamation enterprise,
her balmy tropical elimate and her
wonderful agricultural possibilities.
Florida was brought into the public eye
mare prominently than ever befors,
through Napoleon Broward's pledge to
drain the Everglades, and the fet that
the work was actually under way, The
words “Florida,” “The Everglades,”
were on the lips of thousands of people
in every State in the Union. Interest
in Florida was general, People flocked
into the State. Colonization projects in
many parta of the State were organ-
ized, Business all over the State was
greatly stimulated, Land values all
over the State were incrensed,

Millions of dollars were made by the
people of Florida at large through the
wide-spread publicity accorded to the
Everglades.
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FLORIDA'S PLEDGES
WHICH INDUCED 20,000
PEOFPLE TO BUY LAND
INTHE EVERGLADES

DRAINAGE OF THE
EVERGLADES A STATE DUTY.

THE PLEDGES THREEFOLID
1. Werdict of the People
2. Acts of Legislature
3. Pledges of State Officers

!HDT DuUGHsG  Tef
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1. The Verdict of the People

Broward was elected governor on a
platform promising the drainage of the
Everglades. The peaple of Florida thus
placed themaelves on record before the
world. No campaign in Florida before
or since hag had the publicity of the
Broward campaign. The news was
heralded to every city and village
throughout the Union, “The State of
Florida is going to drain the Eyer-
glades,”

L Acts of Florida Legislature,
Providing for Drainage of Ever-
glades, Gave Land Buvers Confi-
dence in Project.

In 1905, in 1907, again in 1913, the
Florida Legislature (the Representa.
tives of the People) passed laws,
caleulated to bring about the drainage
of the Everglades. In 1915 the law was
again worked over Lo the administra-
tion's order,

All these various laws were passed
to provide for deainage of the Ever
glades, and io place the exclusive
eonfrol of all drainage operations in
the hands of the State officials,

3. Pledges of State Officers.

m so many it is difficult to select
a few, We will use direct quotations
anly.

(Extract from Quarterly Bulletin of
the Agricultural Department of the
State of Floridae Julv 1, 1909,

“These lands (Everglades) are being
rapidly and successfully drained by
the State as well as by private and cor
porate owners .. ."”

“The general surface of the Ever-
glades was thus subject to great
changes prior to the inavguration of
the aystem of drainage now so suceess-
Fully wrderuay,™

This same matter guoted above was
moresver used again in 1910 and still
ogain in 1901 in agricultural reporis
from the eame office,

From the Minutes of Trustees of
Internal Improvement Fund, Mov-
ember 1, 1911:

"The Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund and the Board of
Drainage Commissioners have funds
in hand and available for the comple-
tion of the contracts made, and in addi-
tion have a sufficiency of land together
with the drainage tax being collected,
to constract such other canals as con-
ditions may warrard,”

From Supplement to Florida Quar.
terly Bulleting of the Agricultural
Department Aprl 1, 1915

“In the eampaign of 1905, the suc-
cessful candidate for Governor was
elected on a platform pledged to the
drainage of the Everglades, and sinee
that time, notwithstanding the many
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Another Everglades scene from 1913 showing Mooded lands which
greeted prospective settlers.

obatacles necessary to be overcome, pe-
clamation by drainage has on its own
merits, gradually become one of the
fixed palicies of the Stafe.”

If vou were a citizen of ancther State
and had read the foregoing and many
similar statements, would vou have
any doubd as to Floride's being pledged
to drain the Everglades?

4. Advertising Matier Was Sanc-
tioned and Paid for by State Offie-
ers out of Public Funds to Aid in
the Selling of Everglades Lands.

At a meeting of the Trostess of the
Internal Improvement Fond (State
officials), April 9, 1912, a resolution
was passed providing for the spending
of approximately £1,000 to partially
pay the cost of a junketing trip of news-
paper men, in company with the State
officials, through the Everglades for
the purpose of sending out broadcast
“accurate information” regarding the
econdition of the land, its value, ete.,
to keep the army of small buyers in
good heart and keep their money
coming into the land companies so that
the land ecompanies could continue
their payments to the State. We quote
from the “Seuvenir" booklet (pub-
lished and distributed in 1912), which
was the product of the junketing trip,
pard for in pard by the State officials.

“Now comes man, driven by noces-
sity to complete God's plan and by
cutting a half dozen canals . . . Presto!f
Morth Ameriea’s tropical winter
garden ix ready for the sower. ..

“Omn account of the combined drain-
mge and irrigation methods of reclaim-
ing the Everglades, it can be truthfully
described as one of the safest reclaimed
tard projects, from an agricultural or
investment standpoint, ever attempted

“Gane forever are the Eperglades. In
their place Florida today has 4,000,000
neres of tillable land, wonderfully
fortile,”

“If the facts concerning the Ever-
glades were generally known, there
would be n rush of settlers o Florida
and the land of the Everglades that
would see this wonderfully rich ares
thickly populated with thriving farm-
ers from the North within a few
ronths. "

5. Benate Document Widely
Used as Land Selling Literature,

Senate Document No. B9, Sixty-
pecond Congress, First Session, con

tains many promises of Stote reclama-
tion of the Everglades. The Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund, ot
o mecting held Auguat 30, 1911, auth-
orized their Secretary to order 100000
copies of this decument, the reason
given in the minutes being that said
document contained;

; . all official reports on said
Eul:le{'t.. hoth Mational and State to
date.”

The statements made in Senate
Document No. B9 were thus made the
official uiterances of the State officers
in regard to the drainage of the Ever-
glades. These documents were widely
distributed.

Amaong the gustations sed out in this
Senate Document we append the fal.
lowing:

From resolution adopted by the
Legislature of Florida January 6, 1548:

“RESOLVED RY THE SENATE
AND HOUSE OF REPEESENTA-
TIVESOF THESTATE OF FLORIDA
IN GENMERAL ASSEMELY CON-
VEMED, That Congress be requested
to grant to this State all of said lands
{the Everglades) . . . on condition that
the State will drain them and apply
the proceeds to the sale thereof, offter
defraying the expense of draining, to
the purposes of edwcation.”

From resolution adopted by Florida
Housse of Representatives, May 31,
15904;

"RESOLVED RY THE HOUSE OF
REFRESEMTATIVES, That in view
of the magnitude of the operations
involved in the deainage of the swamp
and overflowed lands of the State, and
of the vast importance thereof, and of

CHEERING NEWS FOR THE EVERGLADE

LANDOWRNER
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the great benefit to be derived there
from, it 15 of vital interest to the people
of the State that the drainsge opera-
tions now being conducted by the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund should be prosecuted with vigor
and economy, fo the end that large
areas af immensely valwable lands
mray be placed upon the market by the
State, to secure desirable immigrants
and fo enconrage the development and
wse of the almost Umitless natural
resaurces of the State, therehy inereas:
J'.n,g the wealihk rljr the Stale and E-r!'dd'l-.rtg
o g corrcsponding reduction in lax
burdens. "

From Minutes of Trustees of Internal
Improvement Fund, vel. ¥V, page 267:

“THEREFORE, BE IT RESGLVEL
BY THE TRUSTEES OF THE INTER-
MAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, ALL
BEING PRESENT, That the Trustees
adhere strictly to the provisions of the
Act of January &, 1855, Chapter 610,
Lavws of Florida, s to their powers and
dutics and the purpases for which said
triast was granted, and that they will
assert their rights and defend the title
to the lands granted and irvevocably
visted in them for the purposes therein
get forth af reclaiming said lands by
rreans of levers and drains.”

A further proof of the acknowledge
ment of the drainage abligation, even
at the very hour that the drainage-
trust-lands were again being diverted
to other purposes, we guote below fram
the Minutes of the Trustees of the In-

ternal Improvement Fond of December
27, 1912

“. .. The Trustees af the Internal
Improvement Fund are engaged in the
work of draining and reclaiming the

Everglades, which were patented tothe
State of Florida by Act of Congress on
September 28, 1850, such work being
directed and required to be done by an
Act of the Legislature, approved Jan-
uary 6, 1855, imposing upon the Trus-
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund
of the State of Florida the trust of
drainage and reclamation of the
awarmp and overflowed lands acquired
by the State onder the said Act of
Congress; and

* .. In the execotion of the trust of
drainage and reclamation of said
lands the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund sre compelled to
expend lorge sums of money, which
sums are derived from the sale of
swamp and overflowed lands and a
drainage tax of five cents per acre upon
the lands lying within a certain drain-
age district; that the sale of the lands,
aor pledging of them, to secure loans,
iz absolutely necessary to a conting-
ation of the work of drainage and re-
clamation of the lands and of the
discharge of the trust aforesaid,”

6. All the Dealers in Everglades
Land Naturally Gave the Widest
Publicity to All These State
Pledges.

The M0080 or more buyers of these
lends look to ws, the peaple of Florida,
to sew fo ff fhat owpr _pq.:HJ'{' serpands
make good our promises of drainage,

They appeal to us to direct our State
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officials to go back to the Broward
policy of actually draining the lands
which the State has piermitted fo be re
tailed to small buyers, and not spread-
ing over the entire map and measuring
results by dollars spent rather than by
acres drained.
Let Us Save the Honor of Florida!
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BROWARD'S PLAN UPSET
AFTER HIS DEATH

1. Plan Abandoned of Actunl
Drainage of Lands Which State
Permitted to be Sold to Small
Investors and Even Helped to Sell
tn Them.

The plans of succeeding administra-
tions have varied ns political expe-
dieney and pressure from different
guarters prompted this or that change.
The land sold to small investors ns
early as 1900 is largely still undrained,
These people have waited sinee 19050
= those who have not died or allowed
their land to be sold for taxes. They
feel that they have been betrayed and
they now appeal to us to insist that
our public servants carry oot the
salemn pledges of drainuge.

We Must Sacve the Honor of Floride,

. 2 The Present System of *Haold-
ing Out” the Swamp and Over-
flowed Lands from the Purpose for
Which They Were Received, ls
Crippling the Project.

Ome of the first acts of the present
Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund was to pass a res-
olution, February 1913, reading in
part:

“It is the opinion of the said Board
that the drainage should be supported
and carried on by the deainage tax
which is levied upon the land within
the drpinage district, and that the
State shouwld not be required to dispose
of tts lands for siech purposes,”

This resolution has never been
rescinded, although a subsequent
resolution states that the Board is
willing to sell a “reagonable acreage’”
for the purpose omly of improving
certain canals. But this offer to sell a
“rensonable nereage” 15 waorthless, as
the greater portion of the lands will not
gell, being still largely under water and
unsalable.

This failure to place the so-called
“Btate” lands within the Everglades
district back of the project in o proper
manner and use them as o basis of
credit is fatal to the sale of bonds in
sufficient gquantities lo properly
finance the drainage.

It Is Up to The People of The Stafe
to Insist That The Officials Use These
Lands for the Purpose for Which
Florida Received Them,

24 = Breweerd Legacy



"
g dmm i r
T
)
[ —
= by the T of the
t
Mip of Fineida shawing an area sgnal ta the 20,000,400 sctey af “swamp |_1’=:|.’|"'|“Iﬂ“"d‘_'|::r"|r‘5 o ey Theger E:f';rd."ﬂ'fu.:“;‘.‘.w Mate
and overfawed n aver from the Unired Sqaies Government by hew Flagsda's birthright has shrunk s 3 rewalt of using this rich herilage
r'!ur“gJEundtr th# crust of drainage—gequivalent 19 mbre Thim half 1he area for railreads irstead of deminage.
: = ,l.l.,;u oy I A} _d+ pp J8 FF_JE_EF = ey
1 L] T [E- DY | i1 1 o L{" Ber LT S 3
3 iE_ I ; L1 sl bl f . £
- & il ai el Yy - b L]
=2 3 2 = ot Ih, I Lake - o
e L\_ i i ay 1} Okeethobee T &F
b L
i ai " ct = Y N X L]
o W “ oy -"__.L‘H-‘T o _"L‘\ " - %
e ""_': B - t - Frisn
B .111..-..‘ L |II E ", i (= ] ff o=
243 ; "lf i { ! E h
i 4 “ b E.ﬂ ‘. : ad
LT
Y o ] w1 & -
w . 23 o i =L L
a " E.l-h- il
f 1'|. an - ; = - "i_ - oL
an e " Jlf i l.:"‘ & ?_1 4 ey
2 e b . - T \
Lo " ) n
= 7 & - s #
. . "-..--"I - a
e = o L g »
e e N P - r
i I
38 : &5 | ._E.r" b
L i ##
I :
% " i b a
m i h
am a R ar j R ]
. : - g . .4
bl 4 i “_' ‘—&:j: o
X L, _'__ Blaup of Everglades Dreaimage Disfrict showing approxi=ate acreage beld
Map sbswing apprewimane acreage in ihe Everglades Drainage Discrien the Truspees #f the Internal 1?”"“" Fund &1 the State af 1,
beid By the Srate when Govereer Broward starved the woelk of peelasation. *Iﬁ:.l l:i ml 100 00F dcred being D2lt allet gnang Away Mo
a
12 i3
Collection of maps showing the decrease in maps and the accompanying captions, appeared in
a ¥
overflowed lands held by the State of Florida, These the “Back to Broward" pamphlet.

Winter/Spring, 1990 — 25



LA R R Al S LRl Y PRI T RT PR THTETE T IT T L

DAMAGE DONE BY PRESENT
PLAN OR LACK OF PLAN

1. Project Is “Eating lis Head
ﬂrrln

There is no way of enforcing the col-
lection of drainage tax againsi so-
called “State” lands and passing valid
title thereto, any more than the State
capital buillding con be sold for a State
debt, or the county jail for a county
debi.

Because of the mismanagement of
the project, and interminable delay of
drainage, the privately owned lands
are being rapidly forfeited to the Com.
missioners of the District for nonpay-
ment of drainage taxes, and there ia
no provision for the Commissioners
piying any taxes. For non-payvment of
State and county taxes also, privately
owned Everglades lands in great
guantities are reveriing to the State,
and the State, of course, pays no taxes,

The security is thus dwindling, and
it ean not be expected, therefore, that
bond buyers would be especially at-
tracted to Everglades drainage bonds,

The présent ﬁllf.]']tl:l’.i:ﬂl_.‘d |:|nn|:| isxuc'i;
wholly inadeguate and will only build
some of the general works and drain
comparatively little land, even if the
bonds should sell,

250,000 neres of Everglades land,
similar to that sold in 1912 in large
blocks for $15.00 per acre, was offered
in 1915, because the owner could not
pay hiz taxes, for 2200 PeET BCTE, with
no takers. A shrinkage of value appar
ently fronm $15.00 to £2.00 per aere!

The project under the present reae
fionary policies is going backward, re-
gardless af the supposedly large suma
afl money spent, to whick the officials
point with great prede,

2, Florida's Crodit Injured.

There is no question that the failore
to make good on the Everglades project
has hurt the sale of drainags bonds all
over the State and has frightened away
millions of dollars of eapital that wouold
otherwise have been invested in Flor-
ida for various forms of development,

Florida's name is a laughing stock
in financial circles; she is pointed out
with scorn ns the State that has failed
to make good her solemn obligations.
Becpuse of the renctionary policy and
gquestionable acts of her public ser
vants, wns of thousands of would-be
citizens have almost learned to donbe
the imtegrity and good faith of their
principals, namely, the peaple of
Florida themselves. It has, therefore,
become a matter touching the indivi-
dual and personal honor of every
citizen of the State,

Now that the plain, unvarnished
facts have been ealled to their notice,

the peeple of Florida may be depended
wpan to rige up in their might as one
man, and in righteous indignation
stamp out forever the blighting system
of withhelding or diverting the drain-
age-trust-lands from their proper
purpase.

To restore confidence and save the
honor of Florida, and thus prepare for
a new ern of prosperity, the people of
the State must require the officials to
carey out their honor bound contract
of drainege with the people of the
United States. The swamp and over
flowed lands received by the people of
the State from the people of the United
States under the provisional trust of
1850, and almost all of which have
been illegally diverted or withheld by
unfaithful officiale, must be restored

the canals under contract are to be
completed within three years from Julv
1, 1910, It has also at different times
sent out literature lnuding the fertility
of the Everglades, and stating that the
drainage would be pushed with all
vigor, and in ane at least giving the
idea that the land near the canals
would be available for farming behind
the dredges.”

“We all think we have been gold-
bricked by . . . and the State of Florida,”

“When this purchase was made, it
was made on the representation that
the State of Florida was back of the
drainage proposition. Whether legally
back of it or not, they were back of it
morally in permitting the propaganda
to be made.”

Hundreds of letters are in existence

THEY CAME TO BOOST, BUT WENT AWAY
TO KNOCK WHEN THEY FOQUND THE
GLADES NOT DRAINED AS PROMISED

to their rightful purpose, and the
Everglades drainage project placed
upon a sound business basis,

1. The Fair Name of the State
Blackened. Individual Buyers
Blame the State.

Read these extracts from their
letters;

“We do not ask for sympathy, but
for justice, ns we were not decsived so
much by the big land owners as by the
State. The State undertook to deain the
Everglades when it accepted them
from the Federal Government, [t set
A time when the main canals would
be finished when it let the original
contraet to the Furst-Clark Constree-
tion Cie. in June, 1910, stating that all

written, in the same tone as the fore-
going, by buvers of Everglades land,

4, What We Are Losing

Hundreds of letters are also in
existence written to Boards of Trade,
Commercinl organizations, the Ever-
glades Drainage League, and individ-
ual citizens, from buyers of Everglades
land showing that these lends were
bought for komes. We are losing the
greatest opportunity ever afforded to
any State to add to its population and
wenlth.

Mot only is the district near the
Everglades suffering, but all portions
of the Stafe, Not only are all Florida
drainage projects viewed with suspi-
cion on account of the failure of the

6 — Browerd Legacy



Everglades project to date, but alf
Florida land has suffered a loss in
actual value, or hus failed to appreciate
in value, from the same cavse,

We are actually losing thousands of
settlers each yvear through the odiom
nttached to the Everglades operations.
There are disappointed land buvers in
every city a.ndptd]]m in every State,
and they do not hesitate to condemn
all Florida for its failure to make good
on drainage of their lnnds.

If you had bought land five, six, or

seven vears ago, under promises of

drainage, and it was not enly still
undrained, but no progisions made for
ity drasnage, would wou not think and
gay, as do the present buvers, that the
State has been a party to a gigantic
land swindle; would you not advise
vour friends (as they do) to “Stay away
from Florida?™

We must Szee the Honor of Florida
and make good with these people, and
therehy counteract as far as possible
the untold injury sustained by reason
of the bungling policies of oor State
officials.
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THE MISERLY POLICY OF
“HOLDING OUT" STATE
LANDS, WORTHLESS AND

COVERED WITH WATER

We justly comdemn a miser for
denying himself food, clothing and the
decencies of 1ife, in order that he may
hoard up money.

The lands in the Everglades were
given fo the State for a definite pur
page, to be used for drainage, in order
that the lands might become habitable,
grow erops, and add to the population
and wealth of Floridas, In their present
condition they are worthless, covered
with water, inaccessible. The people of
Floridn are not going to approve a
policy of “holding out” these lands for
the mere satisfaction of counting so
many hundred thousand acres (under
water]. The State officials are now
withholding them from their rightful
use, as the miser does his gold.

Florida has promised the United
States Government and the people of
other States to drain the Everglades
and to use the lands within the district
for that purpose. We must not break
our pledges to them, but muost wse the
meang avallable = the lands them-
selves — to carry on the work to a
succesaful cormpletion,

Mot a dollar of public money from
the genernl State treasury should be
used to earry on the work — ne State
appropriation or general State bond
issue should be asked, The so-called

U"State” lands within the distriet will
finance the project, if properly used for
that purpose.

Save the Honor of Florida.

O 1 T

THE REMEDY — “BACK TO
BROWARD,” AND POLICY OF
ACTUAL DRAINAGE
OF THE LANDS HELD BY
SMALL INVESTORS

Like most problems, the remedy, in
final analysis, s quite simple and
might be expressed briefly as follows:

(1} Go back to the first principles of
plain honesty and apply the drainage-
trust-lands for the sole and unmistak-
able purpose of drainage, as was
clearly implied and expressed by the
Congress of the United States in its
Act of September 28, 1850,

(21 Elect only such men to the State
Senate and House as beliove in carry-
ing out this trust honorably, and who
will pledge themselves to enact a law
that will make it impoasible to further
divert or withhold from drainage the
lands which were granted for that
PUFPORE.

A3} Find out where the candidates for
high executive offices stand on this vi-
tal subject, and elect n State Admin-
istration which is in harmony with this
plan o SAVE THE HONOR OF
FLORIDA.,

{4) When enacling o new law to
straighten out the present Everglades
entanglement, provide specifically for
transferring the project and manage-
ment to a separate commission resi-
dent in the district, clothed with ample
authority to concentrate the drainage
operations and to complete the recla-
mation progressively on the unit plan;
also provide a methed of taxation for
drainage purposes sufficiently flexible
to meet every contingency; also confer
necesanry authority upon the commis-
gioners o provide whatever secarity
may be required, including the lands
within the district, to facilitate the
issuing of bonds on a businesslike ba-
gis, and in such amounts as will con-
form with estimates of eapable engi-
neers, such bonds to be marketed from
time to Gme as needed to vigorously
prosecuts the drainage operations and
keep pace with cconomic reguirements,

These eszential points are included
in the platform and statement of
principals of the “Back to Broward"™
League, which appears below,

A BShort Statement of Facts and
i Definite Program to Repair the
Damage Done.

Wi believe that the State of Florida

made such promizes of drainage as in-
duced people to buy Everglades land.

We hold that the State of Florida
ghould carry out the promise of Ever-
glades drainage promptly and effi-
ciently, particularly in the preas which
the State permitted to be sold to thoo-
sands of small investors, under proms-
ise of State drainage.

We maintain that the present failure
to complete drainage in the areas
ownid by small investors, is caused by
the mismanagement of the project and
consequent lack of funds.

We believe, and base our conclusions
upon the most careful investigation,
that this lack of funds is caused by the
fact that the original plan of complet-
ing the drainage of definite areas was
changed, and that the land given by
the United Siates Government to be
uwsed fo finanee deminage works has
been diverted to ether purposes, and
withheld from drainage purposes, by
Florida's State afficers.

We know that the balance of 1,400,000
acres of so-called “Stpte” lands still
remaining in the 'Glades is nhsalately
subject to the conditions of the original
grant by the Government, that they
should be used as a basis of credit to
carry on the Everglades drainage
work, and that when drained they
should be sold and the procesds used
to supplement the drainage taxes in
crealing a sinking fund to retire the
bonds,

We maintain that when this residue
of 1,400,000 acres 15 unreservedly
placed back of the drainage proposi-
tion, a long step will have been taken
towards properly financing the Ever
glades drainage project.

We believe that with the proper fi-
nancing arranged for as outlined
above, not only can the general works
be continued, but intensive deminage
works can be undertaken at once in the
arens sold in small tracts.

We believe that the Everglades pro-
ject should be placed in the hands of
a special Board of Commissioners, who
should be located on the ground
instead of at Tallahagsee, five hundred
miles mway.

We believe that these Commisstoners
ghould be elothed with proper authority
to employ necessary engineering talent,
and do all sther things needful to vig-
orously prosecute the drainage work in
an efficient manner,

In the interest of justice, and in the
name of twenty thousand people who
bought land in the Everglades on the
strength of Florida's drainage prom-
ises, we ask that these things be done.
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WHAT THE EVERGLADES,
DRAINED AND RECLAIMED,
MEAMS T THE STATE
IN MATERIAL WEALTH

1. State Tax from Everglades Now
About Z500,000 per ¥ ear: WEEM@
Should Proeduce &1 000000 in State

ax Annually.

e greatly added revenoe from this
source will naturally reduce the taxes
to ke paid by people residing in other
pirts of Florida,

2. The Drainage of the Everglades
Will Easily Double the Population o

orida.

Land values all over Florida will
increase. The density of population
largely regulates land values. Lands
in the West, for example, with one
pierson or less every ten square miles,
were valued at 21,25 per acre, the Gow-
ernment price. Land values in those
game gections today with a family on
every B0 acres are $100 to S200 per acrs
— the same acres exactly. If the
doubling of the population of Florida
added only an average of £5 per aere
to every acre in the State, it would add
nearly S200,000,000 to land valoes, Ii
ecould scarcely be doubbed that the
doubling of the State’s population
would add much more than 35 PET ACTE
to the value of lands in your neighbor-
hoad. On this basis, if you own 80
acres, for example, an added 25 per
acre would mean 3400 to you — lﬁs
actual selling value added by an in-
crease in population only.

3. Rapid Settlement of the Ever
glades Means Prosperity of State,

Completion of drainage and settle
ment of the Everglades by thousands
and tens of thousands of buyvers mean
more markets for lumber; more busi-

ness for wholesale houses and retail
merchants, and consequent growth of
our cities; more goods shipped in and
TOre l!l:luﬂ:s u]'::ippr:d out; miore trafTie
on railroads and more rallroads and
steamship lines for the traffic; more
employment for labor, skilled and
unskilled; more money in the State
from the outside, hence more money
in our hanks, and millions of dollars
additional to drain other districts, and
to develap Florida's resources, All
these benefiis and countless others will
result from Florida's “making good”
on her drainage promises,
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PREPARE FOR PROSPERITY

Prepare for unprecedented progress
and development, by making good on
thue State pu'r.ljnl'.‘l ol Ewnrglmlﬁ Draun-
age: by making good with the people
who have accepted State promises at
par value and bought these lands
because thereof; by letting the world
know that the Citizens of Florida are
jealous of their honor and that they
are demanding that their State offi
cinls moke good the snered contrnct
with the Federa] Government,

When the drainage-trust-lands in the
Everglades are restored to their proper
status and actual steps are taken to
Enve the Honor of Floride, the State
will be the beneficiary of unlimited
favorable publicity througheut the
length and breadth of this great land,
The whole coumtrvside will ring with
unstinted praise of Florida's progres-
sive spirit and the honorable determi-
nation of her citizens to carey forward
to sure success the unfinished work of
her greatest and noblest son, Words of
thanksgiving will issue from the lips

of unknown thousands, whose hard-
carned savings have been invested in
this, the world’s grestest reclamation
enterprise, the Everglades,

Confidence will be reestablished,
The State will experience an influx of
immigm!.'u:n ill'lll l,:[:pi.ul.l. su[ml_u.sing
all previous records, and svery county
in Florida will receive its share of
henefits.

If it were possible to peer beyond the
veil, we feel sure that the benign spirit
of our boloved Broward would be seon
pouring his blessing upon the head of
every honest and loyal citizen who
does his part to bring about this happy
result.

Florida “Expects
Ewvery Man to Do His Dty
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“BACK TO BROWARD™
LEAGUE

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA.

——

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
A B LOWE, President
ROBERT J. REED, Vice President
W. 1. EVANS, Secretary-Trensurer
W.C. KYLE
F. A BARRETT
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On account of the misappropriation
of the “swamp and sverflowed™ lands
and general mismanagemaent of the

Ft. Lauderdale . iy

“Back to Broward” League |

Florida
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Among the prominent Broward Countians who served on the executive committee of the
Back to Broward League were A. B. Lowe of Davie (left, with Mrs. Lowe), who was also
the first chairman of the Broward County Commission, and Wilfred [ Evans of Fort
Lauderdale (right), who served s the first county attorney,

drainnge trust, less than one acre in
tern his been drained in the sixty-five
FIEUEE ginee the land was received h!.-
Florida from the Federal Government.
All present drainage work in the
Evergladea should be continued, but
much new work, especially in areas
gold to small buyers wears age, on
Flonda's pledge of drainage, should be
undertaken without delay and pushed
vigorously to early completion,
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LEAGUE IS STRICTLY
NON—PARTISAN ADVOCATES
PRINCIPLES ONLY

The “Buack to Broward" League is o
stricily non—partisan organization
and does nod advecate the candidacy
of any particular aspirant or aspirants
for State office. Its activities are im-
personal and its principal object is to
impress upon all c-andidate—a and the
public at large the importance of
adopting o business:like puhcy for the
drainage of the Everglades, in har-
mony with the contract existing
between the State of Floride and the
TUniated States.

In order to learn the views of the
varions candidates on this important
matier of rehabilitating the Ever-
glades project, a letber was mailed by
the League during the month of April
to all who had announeed their inten-
tion to run for the offices of Governor,
Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney Gen-
eral and Commissioner of Agriculture
af the State of Florida,

All who desired to do se were thus
EWEL‘L an |:||:|-]:|-|.1r|‘.u|‘||1.3,' Lo X priss thesr
views and outline their plans with re-
ference to this subject. Up to the date
of going to press the following replies
had been received:

LELE L] LL L]
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LETTERS FROM CANDIDATES
FOR STATE OFFICE

ERMEST AMOS
Candidate for Compiroller

Replying to your recent inquiry about
my attitude toward reclamation of the
Everglades, I can say [ have been
I'riensl:.r to this great project from the
beginning, having v for it when
submitted to the people during Gover-

nor Broward’s administration, and
otherwise assisted the cause,

[ am a friend to the proposition and
favor pushing it to & successful con-
clusion as rapidly as conditions will
Pl;"Tﬂ'l.I.t

For some time drainage bonds have
been on the market withoot buyers.
During the same period municipal
bonds found rveady sale. The same
foree, the power of taxation, is behind
all alike, Then why the difference in
demand? Evidently becaunse, to bond
buyers, at least, municipal bonds re
présent going concerns, while noet
enough work has been done on the
drainage project or what has been done
i5 not sufficient to make itz bonds
attractive to invesiors.

We can not hope to reclaim all the
"Glades at one time, nor afford to wait
the long ¥ears necessary for its accom-
plishment. In my judgment, we should
use our energies towards reclaiming
portions of if at o time, so that the spme
may not only be reclaimed bot be de
veloped and quickly bring into being
the wonderful possibilities of this fer
tile sail, thereby restoring confidence
in this great project, to be followed by
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renewed aotivity and new life, whereby
your section of our great State may
anan came fully into its own.

EhEddddadd s el E AR

A.d. ANGLE
Candidate for Comptroller

I wish to congratulate the people of
Broward and Dade Counties i m their
efforts to redesm the ]:||f-¢1:|,3|,-.u mnde b!.r
the peaple of Florida to drain the Ever
glades.

Since the inception of the Drainage
Project by Governor Broward, T have
been heartily in favor of the drainage
of the Everglades, and if [ am placed
on the Internal Improvernent Board by
being elected Compiroller of Florida,
I shall use all the influence | possess
toward the successful termination of
this project,

If necesaary, the State lands should
be placed behind the bond the same
as the privately owned land, because
the land undrained is of no value, while
if drained and placed on the tax books
would produce hundreds of thousands
of du:lllurs in State taxes alone.

]E}prea:-iale the criticisms af the peo-
ple of other States who have purchased
these lands and have been disap-
painted in the delay of draining the
lands they bought, and that the
|.'l||'.'- of Flarida will Approse nfthl:pu 'iq:!.r
that I hope to carey out, if possible, of
completing the drainage of the land
bought by small investors for the past
few vears and have held for, say, six
or seven years, This should be the first
duty we perform in order that the peo-
ple of Florida would continue to live
up to their repotation of doing the rnight
thing.

All existing contracts should, of

course, be carried out in spirit and in
letber,
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5.0 CATTS
Candidate for Governor

Your letter waa handed me in Mari-
AN yes

In reply mllum' I fuvor the drainage
system of the Everglades and the has-
1.-E:rling the cum_pll,-li.-l:ln thereaf both h_-,.'
the canals being put through on the
East Coast and the widening and decp-
ening of the Caloosahatches River on
the west.

If we can succeed in doing this work
perfectly we will have the richest sec.
tion of the earth open to settlement.

I£ 1 am elected Governor 1 will help
in this eourse in every way [ ean,

CLERLEL AL B R ER T L R L ]

10N L. FARRIS
Candidute for Governor

In a gpeech delivered at Ft. Lauder-
dale on February 14, 1916, in the Brow-
ard County Court House, Broward
County, Florida, I commenced the
“Back to Broward™ fight for the
drainage of the Everglades. [ said then,
and | say now, that if I am elected
Crovernor, thus becoming Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Imy ement Fund, I shall wark, fght
and vote to have all the lands owned
by the State of Florida within the
Everglodes drainage district placed
behind the project as pledged by
Governor Broward, either as pledged
for the payment of bonds or by sale
af the land as may from Gme to time
seerm mosl advisable o far as the lands
may be necessary to drainage.

I shall vote, work and fight for the
adoption of a plan which will insure
adeguate financinl arrangements for
the drainnge of this land, My present
wea 13 for a bond is.um:, E[!l;!l.l[l:d ]:I:," :|1.||
taxes from privately owned lands
within the Everglades Drainage Dis-
trict, and all land owned by the State
within that district. 1 am opposed to
the levyving of taxes upon any land in
the State of Florids outside of the
Everglades Drainage District for this
PUFpOse.

I shall vote, work and fight for the
appointment of a Drainage Hoard

Sidney J. Catis of DeFuniak
Springs, who won the 1916 race
for Florida governor, responded
to the League's request for am
endorsement with a brief and
rather non-committal statement.
(Courtesy of Florida Photographic
Archives,)

which shall contain the best engineer-
ing. business and administrative tal-
ent obtainable, to work under the diree:
tion of the Trustees.

The main drainage office sught to
be located on the ground, at the most
convenient and accessible place for
directing the wark, As it is now, the
State is endeavoring to handle n
5400000000 project from an office
located five hundeed miles away, twa
days' distant in point of time. Such a
method of operation would not be
emploved for o day in any private bus-
iness of such magnitude,

I shall work, wate and fight as a
member of the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund, for the
adoption of the unit plan of drainage.
It is foolish and wseless to attempt to
drain the Everglades as a whole. It is
impracticable in the first place, and in
the second place even if it were prae-
tieable, it is not desirable,

I will de all in my power bo have same
of the land in the Everglades — as
large a tract as possible — drained and
reclaimed completely without delay.
This is necessary in order that public
confidence in Florida may be re-estab-
lished, nnd the effects of all the unfav-
orable publicity which Florida has
received on account of mismannge
ment of the Everglades affaire coun-
teracted ao far as that may be possible,
Besides that, 10,000 or 20 000 or 30,000
neres, or A8 much more &8 can be
drained immediately, when settled and
cultivated by thousands of home
seckers, who are now ready, willing
and anxious to go upon the land, would
e of far more value to the people of
the State than all the millions of acres
of undrained land which are now in
the "Glades.

I shall endeavor, first, o drain the
lands which have been sold to small
purchasers, redeeming the credit and
reputation and the honor of the State
80 far as that is within my power, and
showing to the world that the people
of Florida are jealous of Florida's homor
and bound by Florida's promises.

I will do all that lies within my
power to gave for the State all the land
that I cam, but the land I save will he
drained land, no submerged land, and
it will huvwe somie real value.

I wall wark diligr.nﬂy, and ase all the
influcnce at my command to induce the
Federal Government to extend {inan-
cial assistance to the Everglades and
all other drainage projects in Florida.

I have made this fight in every aec-
tion of Florida from the beginning of
this enmpuign and I shall continue the
fight to the &nd,

[ commenced my public career in 1904
as o follower of the late lamented Gow-
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ernor Napoleon B. Broward on this
PRI

[ know what his plans and policies
were, and [ shall do everything in my
power to carry out his promises to the
people and the pledge of the people to
the world.
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L. 5. GRINER
Candidate for State Treasurer
Mo reply received up to May 10th.
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C.P.GWYNN
Candidate for Comptroller
No reply received up to May 10th,
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F. M. HUDSON
Candidate for Governor

During my three terms in the State
Senate, | have endeavored by my
record to convince my constituents
that it was my enrnest desive to serve

them and the Siate of Florida,

I have always been a friend to the
Everglades drainage project. I sup-
ported Governor Broward's measures
while he was in office, and I atill believe
that his policies were based upon
sound law and sound reason. [ believe
that every vote that [ have cast on that
question has been consistent with his
palicies,

Under the original Act of Congress
all of the Iands of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund in the Everglades territary
are held in trust and are dedicated to
the accomplishment of drainage.
Thesze lands should be sold ar encum:
bered or used in any other way that
ia best caleulated to secure drainage.

Common justice demands that those
who are suffering most, viz., seitlers
on the Everglades lands, and those
who bought lands there for home
butlding, should be relieved first, if it
iz passible to do so.

These things [ hope to see accomp-
lishied, I have tried on more than ane
occasion to state this position in
langunge that no one could mis-

understand,

When | was in Miami last, | had an
extended interview with Mr W. J.
Fackley, an engineer, who has made
an exhaustive study of the entire
question, I found Mr. Kackley's views
most interesting and instructive,

He stated my own views so aptly that
I finally asked him this gquestion:
“What would vou do with reference to
the drainage project if you were
Governor?™

By way of preface, he gaid, “No man
can say positively at this time with any
degree of intelligence what he wouold
do with regard to Everglades drainage
if he were Governor. It would be
impossible, without the data in hand,
to formulate o fixed and final policy
either with regard to the administra-
tive or legislative acts which are
desirable.”

Mr Eackley thin procesded with num.
erous suggestions which | requested
him to reduce to writing. He has since
submitted to me a statement which is
too extensive to publish within the
scope of this article, but the gist of his
views 18 containesd in the following
extracts:

“Omne of my first ncts . . . would he
to appoint o commission to investigate
and render repart upon the Everglades
drainage project from the standpaint
of a business undertaking . . . on this
commission there should certainly be
an attorney, a financier, an authority
on agriculiure and general farming,
and an engineer, These men should be
authorities in their respective lines of
work, and should be the best men ob-
tainable in the United States.

“As Governor | should make certain
recommendations and suggestions to
this commission regarding the matters
to be investigated. [ should instruct
them, first, to determine the truth re-
garding every festure of the project
and regardless of whether it hurt any
individual or not.

Y My instructions would further-
mare contain, among other matters:

“1. Investigate and report upon the
matter of conflict of interests between
the State, land companies and individ-
ual buyers, and recommend a method
of eliminating this conflict.

‘2. Investigate and report upon all
land sales and land grants made by
the State to date, and report upon the
matter of responsibility for the drain-
age of these lands.

“3. Investigate and report upon the
present policy of administration.

“4. Determine the probable agricul-
tural wvalue of the lands from the
standpoint of productiveness, after
they are reclaimed. In this connection,
attention should be called to the fuct
that very probably it will be necessary
to produce nl:ap.i:! crops instead of
winter vegetables when more than a
few mcres in the Everglades are avail-
able for agricultural pursuits.

“5. From a consideration of the
eeonomics of the undertaking and in
light of a purely business project,
should the Everglades be reclaimed as
a whale or in sections?

. Investigate and study the engi
neering reporis which have been
rendered on the project and determine
whether sufficient data are now avail-
able to permit of the intelligent plan-
ning of reclamation works

“7. If sufficient data are not avail:
able to warrnnt proceeding with exten-
give drainage work, would the commis-
gon recommend the reclamation of a
gmall portion of the ‘Glades as an
experimental project?

“&. I should explicitly eall the atten-
tion of the commission to the advis-
ability of studyving all matters which
pertain in any manner to the passible

suceess oF failure of the settlers in the
Everglades . .

“9. Tshould instruct the commission
to recommend a comprehonsive policy
of administration and fnance to be
applied to the praject.

“l should furthermore appoint an
E‘ﬂﬂl.llﬂtﬂl‘lﬂ: commission to investigate
the project and report upon engineer-
ing phases of the undertaking, This
commission should be composed of
engineers acknowledged by the engi-
neering profession as authoeritiess on
drainage engineering. This commis-
gion should give specific recommenda-
tion regarding the size and capacities
of the necessary drainage works.

“With the two foregoing reports as
guides, one to the administration
policy, and the other to the enginesering
and construction policy, | should then
remove the administration from palit-
ics by creating a Board of Drainage
Commissioners to be appointed by the
Governor, The chief engineer and all
other emplovees of the commizsion
should hold office under civil service,
and I should in every possible way
endeavor fo see that this Board and
all employess were entirely removed
from political influenoes,

“I should be guided by the recom-
mendations of these two commissions
in my administration of the Ewver-
glades project. 1 will further say that
I wauld not be willing to earry on any
extensive drainage operations without
:ut:h a report and without such adviee

Mt Kackley is not speaking as an
engineer. Professionnlly he has de-
cided wiews az to the proper and
necessary proceduore to accomplish
drainage. But he inténds what he has
said as his opinion of what views a
layman, unfamiliar with engineering,
ought to be expected to hold. In other
words, he has pointed out the course
that he thinks a Governor ought to
pursue toarrive at a correct conelusion,
and he thinks that such a course would
lead to the snme conclusions which he
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halds, but which he has not expressed
in the statement from which [ gquotes
above,

This is exactly the contention that
I have been making, 1 have insisted
that we need more light on the subject,

and that we ought o learn as we go,
and go as we learn.

I announced that in case of my
normination | should therenfter devote
myself to a most painstaking investi.
gation of the question so that I might
thoroughly familiarize mvsell with it
down to the minote details. T now
reiterate that promise.

I recognize, however, that Mr. Kack.
ley's suggestion is the best yet offered
for acquiring the data necessary to n
final, just and effective conelusion.

Those who koow Mr, Ruckln}' will

ree that he is a competent and
disinterested critic, and that his heart
1% in the work of Everglades drainage.
I know of noe way to give better
evidence aof my continusd Interest in
the drainage project than to say that
I approve the views above expressed
by Mr. Kacklev, and accept them as
my own. This | can consistently da,
because in principle they are views
that I have already expressed.
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W, V. KNOTT
Candidate for Governor
Mo reply received up to May 10th.
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J. C. LUNING
Candidate for State Treasurer
Mo reply received up to May 10th.
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W. A. McRAE

; Cfl nclidats: fl.:rl
Commissioner of Agricullure
No reply received up to May 10th,
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E. P. THAGGARD
Candidate for Comptroller
Mo reply received up to Moy 10th.
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THOMAS F. WEST
Candidate for Attorney General
Mo statement for publication received

up to May 10th.
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F. A, WOOD
Candidate for Governor
No reply received up to May 10th.
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PRINCIPLES OF
“BACK TO BROWARD" LEAGUE

I Beligwe

That Florida's promises of Ever
gladea drainage are binding upon
Florida's citizens.

That all present contracts should be
completed, but that all future drainage
work in the Everglades should be
concentrated and completed in units
and that lands sold to small investors
five, six and seven vears ago should
be drained first, as Governor Broward
planned,

That no State bonds should be
izgued, neither should general Stote
funds be appropriated by the Legisla-
ture for Everglades drainage. All ao-
callad “State” lands in the Everglades
district should be unreservedly dedi-
cated to drainage and placed back of
bonds, in order that ample funds may
be raised for drainage as was intended
by the Congress of the United States
when granting these lands to the State,
The present issue af bonds i too small
to give real drainage for any conaid-

crable area, even if sold in its present
form,

That with the project standing on its
own feet, the Everglades district is
entitled g6 “home rule” and local com.
missioners, even as any otherdreminage
district in Florida,

That the present policy of ignoring
State pledges of drainage reflectis upon
the fair name of the State and is greatly
injuring all sections thereof,

That every eandidate for State office
ghould pledge himself to SAVE THE
HOMNOR OF FLORIDA and, if elected,
te carry out the principles set forth
abowve,
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If you believe in these principles,
ﬁ.ig‘l‘n WOLE fATmE below and mml this
card to the League headquarters; this
makes vou a member of the “"BACK
TO BROWARD” LEAGUE. There
are no dues, Sign here;

MName
Address

Remarks
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