CASING POOL IS POPULAR
PLACE FOR SWIMMERS

MUNICIPALLY OWNED
BATHING PLACE IS FAVORITE
SPOT ON LAS OLAS BEACH

Picturesquely set against the allur-
ing tropical background of ene of Fart
Lauwderdale’s largest and most beauti-
ful matural parks, Las Olas cazing is
an enchanting spot to while away
hours and relax amid restful surround-
ings unsurpassed in their attraction
and comfort,

Provided asz it s with the most
modern facilities for either pool or
ocean bathing abetted by the unuswal
demand for the place ag a recreational
center, the popularity of Las Olas
Beach has increased a hundred fold
since the building was opened to the
public over two years ago, Previous to
that time the beach was unable to offer
auitable accommodations te many
present-day patrons who did et eare
to patronize a beach that was not
furnished with locker rooms, showers
and other conveniences for bathers.

SPANISH STYLE

Representing an investment of
S118,000, the stueco structure, which
is municipally owned, is of the Spanish
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type of architecture, The building is
decorated in a soft tan and with its gay
red tile roofing it harmonizes perfectly
with the bright greens of the woods and
tropical foliage which surround it
Along the north side of the pool there
is a long patio provided with tables and
chairs, where patrons of the tea-room
aperated in conjunction with the place

may dine and watch the water sports
or merely dream in the shady comfort
of o restful atmosphere and listen to
the peculiar soothing roar of the surf
as it pounds its way over the smooth
golden beach. Facing the patio on the
opposite side of the pool there is
adegquate accommaodations for the
people who flock to the casing during

The Las (Has Beach Casino and Pool, which opened in 1928, was only
fowo years old when this article appeared in the Fort Lauderdale Daily
News, The structure replaced the city's original brach “casing.” a fwo-
story wiiden stractere which contained dressing rooms and a dance floor,
bt no pool. Promoted by o groap of Fort Lasderdale businessmen led By
local promoter Commodore A, H. Broak, the pew casino and pool was widely
regarded as a means of lifiing the city out of the depression whick had

followed the collapse of the land beom, It 1was designed by architect Francis
Abrer and constructed b:r bn!.ll'.l'ﬂ'r'rl_!.!' corbractor John (Neson af a cost :r,l"

SLTE000, according to this 1930 account. The 1928 newspaper article which
annepnced the building's opening, however, placed the cost ab 2125000,
Thirty-five thousand people attended the opening ceremonies and the
accompanying swim meet, whick were presided over by City Commiissioner
Will o, "Cap" Reed,

In the ensuing decades, the casino lved up to its promize az the cenber
of beachfront eetivities in Fort Louderdale. Beginning in 1935, it hosted
the annuel Collegiate Aquatic Forum, o Christmastime college swim meet
which infroduced vacationing college students from around the country
ta the atiractions of Fort Lagderdale beach. The cazino remained @ popular
location for competifive swim meets, for visiting tourists, and for local
citizens wentil if cloged (n 1965, It was subsegquently demolished to make
way for the International Suimming Hall of Fame complex,

Summer/ Fall 1581 — 43




the winter months for the water
pageants, awimming events and other
ecntertainments which Al Gordon,
manager of the place, pravides for his
guests,

REGULATION POOL

The pool itself, which iz reputed to
b one of the finest in the state, is
constructed to conform to every regu-
lation for the conducting of both state
and national meets, Fifty-five vards

long, twenty yards wide and with a
varying depth of from 3 to 12 feet, the
pool has o capacity of 422,000 gallons.
There are twelve swimming lanes and
in all other requirements the pool has
met with the warm approval of
ewimmers of both state and national
note, who have at different times
vigited the casine, There is s complete
change of water once a week, and
considerable new water is added daily,
Weekly tests made by the board of
health show that the pool has never
fallen short of maintaining the highest
sanitary qualifications,

EWIMMING TEAMS

Sinee the operation of Las Olas
casine, bovs" and girls’ swimming
teams have been developed which are
regarded with much pride by the people
of the community. These two teams
sttended the state mests this year and
won the state championship both for
the high school and amatesr A AL

eventis. The casing is prepared to offer
the best in swimming instruction, and
many strong swimmers have been the
result of this feature of cnsino life,

Las Olas casino also maintains a
BRed Cross Life Saving Corps, members
of which are on regular duty at both
the pool and beach. The organization
hereis rated ot Red Cross headquarters
a8 one of the best in the state. This
summer the casing accommodated the
playground children one morning each
week, when many of them were taught
the rudiments of swimming,

Many persons of note have visited
the casino im recent vears, one of the
most famous being Al Smith, who
attended one of the water meets here
two vears ago and presented the prizes
o the winners, Johnny Weismueller is
expected to visit the casino this season.
There have been innumerable others
of both state and national note who
have been outspaken in their praise of
the beach casino and pool, They will
come back — and best of all, others
will come with them.

Collage nlf"iphﬂm from the easino pool, 1936, At botiom right is

Al Go

oan

; longtime swimming conch and pool manager,
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POOL WATER FILTERED

Before water flows into the pool it
18 filtored through sand, thus eliminat-
ing every danger of bathers coming in
contact with stingers or other injurious
small inhabitants of the sea which
occasionally come in close to shore.

Of the most important events which
will tnke place at the casino this
siason, there will be the Girls' Junior
and Senior State Championship meet,
which will be held here in January. The
best women swimmers and divers in
the state will participate, and the
casing is preparing to eccommodate a
capacity atlendance made up of people
from many Florida cities.

There are varioug other water con-
tests scheduled for the winter months,
and Monager Gordon is planning to
offer special entertainment in the way
of nquatic sports every Monday during
the senson,

WIDE USE

Ag n recreationnl center, posaibilities
of the Las Oas casino are unlimited
in their range. Dancing in the patio
or out in the meonlight on the wide
cement walk in front of the building,
picnic partics which may be given in
the pavilion splendidly equipped for
this purpose just south of the casino,
bridge parties. children’s entertain.
ment where the kiddies may play in
perfect safety under the constant
surveillance of a competent lifeguard,
luncheon parties and every varnety of
water sports imaginable — these are
but o few of the diversity of recrea-
tional pursuits that one may follow at
the beach casino. For those who care
for gymnastics, volley ball, hand ball
and other sporis, there are ndequate
facilities on the beach within o few
yards of the building.

COMPLETELY EQUIFPED

The pool will accommodate three or
four hundred people and is fully
equipped with slides, diving towers,
spring boards and other contrivances
that tend to make poople feel that the
casino here offers the same attractions
that may be found in larger cities.
Recently the casino has been exten-
sively redecorated. All iron-work has
been painted a silver gray and diving
buurc!I: and other pool equipment have
been decoranted in bright tropical
ghades,

The locker rooms are modern in
construction and have all facilities in
the way of showers and other conven-
iences that are so essential to pleasant
ocean bathing.

Lax Olas Casino and Pool in the late 19404,
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