THE

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
MOVEMENT

In Broward County and Florida

by ANNETTE VAN HOWE

It was not untill May 19689, that the
MNineteenth Amendrment was !I'q:-rmu"_-..'
ratified by Florida's Governor Claude
Kirk. It was a long overdue symbolic
step of granting Florida's women the
right to vote, Appropriately, this action
came on the thirtieth anniversary of
the League of Women Votera! That
organization was formed after the
National Association of Women Suf-
frage Associntions (NAWSA) dia-
banded. The National Association of
Women ﬂuﬂr::gﬂ Azsocintions was
organized by Susan B, Antheny and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1868, These
women were the leaders, organizers,
pnd brains of the ninetesnth century
suffrage movement.

In the vears leading up to the suc-
cessful passage of the Mineteenth
Amendment, on August 26, 1820,
women were organizing in Fort Laud-
erdale and throughout Florida to pass
legislation giving women suffrage on
three levels: national, state, and loeal.
Fort Lauderdale’s Ivy Stranahan
became one of Florida's most promi-
nent suffragista, while a number of
other Fort Lauderdale pioneers, such
as Annie Beck and Frances TenBrook
were active in the suffrage movement
on & local level,

The Fort Lauderdale suffrage move-

mend reflected many of the concerns
E!tpn’.‘ﬁ.uwd ]'.'I:,' u.uﬂ?rugi.uh; ﬂqmuﬂ:huui
the South in the half century following
the Civil War. The position of Henry
Blackwell, a noted former aboalitionist
from Massachusetts, illustrates these
concerns. Prior to the Civil War,
Blackweall agked women to eoal thelr
ardor for suffrage so that it would not
detract from efforts to free the slaves.

B 1867, Blackwell advocated votes for
white women to counterbalance the
voles of blpcks?

Cithers also advocated the vote to
maintain the political supremacy of
the white race, but many regoarded the
prospect with horror, In the period
following the Civil War, the southern
white woman was perceived as the
South's rationale for fighting the war,

While much of Broward County's kistory s the prodiect of its unigue
location, climate, and topegraphy, the county has alse faken part in many
sweeping rabicnal events, The strugele for women's suffrage in the first
decades af the fioermtieth CeRtury i% a0 oi !u'.!anr.l'r'r:lﬁ! r:ampl!{:. nod |:.|r14'_3.r becguse
it directly affected approxiruately kall of the region's popelation, but because
several of Hroward's most prominent women became aclive parficipants
in the cause. .fl'.l:n- Stranakan, in purﬁq.u.l'ﬂr SR ||'.u;.l|¢u'l'|:-|3r:|. 4:.ll||I Imu'e.fshap
on a statewide level. This article traces the course of the women's suffrage
movement in Browaerd County and Florics, peinting out its inlerconneciions
with other concerns of the period, including race relations, lemperanee,
and World War I, and empﬁmrm the internal workings of the various
cooperaling — and sometimes conflicting — women's organizations in
achiewing their goal,
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and became a key element in roman-
ticizing their “lost cause.” To vote, and
thus become involved in the rough and
tumble of polities, was considered by
many beneath the dignity of genteel
el i,

During Reconstruction the notion
that white women's voles would coun-
terbalance those of blacks presented a
powerful argument, but other wawvs
were found to negate the black vote:
poll tnxes, grandfather clauses, and
simple intimidation. It was not ontil
the Women's Christian Tempernnee
Unilon, in the 1880 took @ strong
stand in support of women's sulfrage
that there was a greater resurgence of
Blackwell's assertion that giving the
vote to white women would further
white supremacy.f

Speakers during that decade alzo
argued that there were more educated
gouthern women than all illiterate
viders — white, black, and foreign-
born combined. Belle Kearney, a
WCTL activist, said in a speech that
the South was slow to grasp the great
fact that the enfranchisement of
women would settle the race guestion
in politice. Anna Howard Shaw, the
NAWSA president in the 1880s,
harshly reproved white southern men,
saving, “Never before have men made
former slaves the political masters of
their former mistresses,'™

With that logic, upper class southern
white women could join the suffrage
moverment because it did not bedray
their ideals of class or their means of
maintaining the southern tradition of
white supremacy. While promoting the
race argument in the South, the
WCTU's main concern with suffrage
wis the corollary they saw between
whiskey and the vote. Since alcoholism
was a vice more common o men and
had a detrimental effect on the home,
temperance advocates felt that wom:-
en's votes would result in the passage
of anti-liguor laws,

Such was the mood of the country
and of the National Association of
Women Suffrage Associations mi the
dawn of the 1890s. Against that back-
drop, some of the frst suffrage groups
in Florida were organized. Far exam-
!J-]a. & group was organized in Tampa
in 1892, This group, calling itself the
Florida Women's Suffrage Associa-
tion, grew to about 100 members and
digbanded when s organizer, Ella C.
Chamberlain, moved out of the state
in 1897 8 Despite this early activity, the
wornen's suffrage movement in Flor-
ida made no substantinl impact on
legislation or the national movement
throughout the first decade of the
twentieth century. The movement
grined momenfum across the country
in 1912 when the National Progressive
Party made women's suffrage & part
of ita platform.

The Fort Lauderdale Woman®s Club building in Stranahan Park, c. 1920s,
The club was a center of local women's suffrage activity.

Reaction in Florda followed imme-
diately, In Jacksonville in 1912, the
Equal Franchise League was formed,
becoming affiliated with KAWSA, Tis
members participated in the famous
suffrage morch in Washington, D. C_,
which coincided with the inauguration
of Woodrow Wilson ns president. The
League’s leader, Roselle C. Cooley,
tried to get & women's suffrage amend-
ment added to the Florida Constitu-
tion. Jeannette Rankin of Montana,
the first woman elected to the 1S,
House of Representatives, was sent by
NAWSA to Florida to lobby for the
state amendment. It was defeated by
n vote of thirty-eight to twenty-six in
the Florida House of Representatives,
a respectable showing for a first time
effare.”

Throughout the state other groups
were forming. In 1913 the Reverend
Mary A. Safford, a Unitarian minister,

formed a suffrage group in Orlando. |

Beverend Safford also worked closely
with Mrs. Cooley to form a statewide
organization, a project which was
accomplished at the November 1913
convention of the Florida Federation
of Women's Clubs. The heart of the
suffrage movement in Florida was
through the women's clubs, In fact, the
Florida Federation of Women's Clubs
(FFWC) had already adopted suffrage
ns part of their own program, and
formally endorsed the program of
Beverend Safford and Mre, Coolev's
newly-founded Florida Equal Suffrage
Aasociation,

The Florida Equal Suffrage Associ-
ation held six state conventions from
1914 o 1919, Nevertheless, the general

feeling remained during these vears
that the women's clubs were the most
effective agency for bringing about
sulfrage. The leadership of the clubs
and the suffrage association were
generally the same, &0 there was o
tendency to de-emphasize the weak
and poorly organized suflrage assoc-
ation and work through the larger,
well-organized FFWC.# On August 10,
1917, Ivy Stranahan, then president of
the Florida Equal Suffrage Associa-
tion, wrote: “l really feel that the
majority of suffrage work will neces-
sarily be done through the women's
clubs anyway . . . You know when we
got equal rights, it seems to me there
will be no further use for a separate
organization, our nims will have been
accomplizhed."™®

Ivy Stranahan of Fort Lavderdale
wins clected to the presidency of the
Florida Equal Suffrage Azsociation at
its 1917 convention. The Reverend
Mary Safford was named honorary
chairman, and Mary Elizabeth Bryan,
the wifie of the presidential candidate
and orator William Jennings Bryan,
became legislative committee chair-
man. Mary Elizabeth Bryan was a
strong leader, with a vision to promote
legislation ns the organization’s main
emphasis, The Association ignored the
adoption of an organizational or
education program,. In the wvenrs to
come, [vy Stranahan and Mary Eliza-
beth Bryan spent much of their ime
lobbwing in Tallahasses for various
suffrage hills,1®

Mary Elizabeth Bryan was sup-
ported in her saffrage efforts by her
illustrions hunbund, o fmet which
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undoubtedly gave the movement
widespread appeal and a greater
reception. Colonel William Jennings
Bryan spoke before o large audienoe
in the Fort Lauderdale High Schoal
auditorium in 1918, He argued that a
mother is primarily responsible for the
training of & young man, pointing out
that if he is fitted by her to vote, the
mother should certainly be competent
to do the same, In August 1918, another
lecturer in Fort Laoderdale, Mrs.
Guilford Dudley, president of the
Equanl Suffrage League of Tennesses,
said, “There are two stumbling blocks
in the South, the Megro and states
rights." She alloded to the different
appreaches between state amend-
ments and a national amendment,
then being pushed by the newly formed
Mational Women's Party. The state
leadership, under Ivy Stranahan,
promoted states’ rights and later o
primary bill based on the foct that the
Eputh was solidly Democratic and that
winning the Democratic 3:|ri.r.r.||:.r;..' [TE 1T

ally meant election.’! These regional
issues were, for the most part, ignored
h:,r the nattonal NAWSA nrgani.:a‘rjnn.
Argu for and againat suffrage
found their way inte a number of state
and local publications and were echoed
in various public addresses. One pro-
suffrage argument was that women's
participation in government wis an
extension of their howsekeeping
chores, That sentiment was expressed
in n paid advertisement in the Fart
Londerdale Sentinel in May, 1916,
which said in part: “Being deprived by
the state of Florida of my rights as a
citizen and having no voice in the
community in which [ pay taxes, 1
appeal to you for help. I ask youa to
consider the best interests of the
children before casting your vate,"1?
This theory gained popularity as a
result of its advocacy by such national
figures a8 Jane Addams, the noted
Chicago socinl worker, who felt that
women simply wanted an opportunity
to take care of those affairs which

Logical Argument J_ _
for Equal Suffrage

Mrs Guilford Dudley Makes Plea to Ft Lauder
dale Audience in Behalf of the Federal
Equal Suffrage Amendment
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Artiele from the Fort Lavderdale Sentined detailing Mra, Guilford

Dadley's suffrage address.

Ivy Btranahan, Fort Lauderdale’s
most prominent suffragist, as she
appeared in the 19208 (photo
courtesy of Fort Lauwderdale
Historical Soeciety).

naturally and historically belonged to
women.? Conversely, anti-suffragists
felt the vote would ruin the home.
Frank Clark, a Florida congressman,
was a staunch opponent of suffrage for
women. In 1918, he spoke on the floor
of the U5, House of Representatives
saying, . . . the conferring of the
franchise on women will tend to
disrupt the family . . . and when you
disrupt the family vou destroy the
home which in America is the foun-
dation stome of the Hepublic."1% A
popular ditty agminst women's suf
frage went like this:
It's all over with the men, as soon
as women get the vote . ..
They'll start to wear the trousers,
men will wear the petticoats . . .
We'll have to nurse the baby, do all
the housework too . . .
And they'll roll horme in the morning
just like father used to do.t®
In a reversal of Henry Blackwell's
argument presented in the nineteenth
century, many objected to suffrage
because it would give black women the
vote, One man reportedly said, “We
can club the nigger man away from
the polls but we couldn't do that with
o black woman."'* The Florida State
Superintendent of Education, W. N.
S'haﬂt.a, repqrh:dl:,r |¢5&pt to his fest at
1 1914 national educators” meeting and
demanded to know what “political
equality™ meant. He voiced the opinion
that two-thirds of the women of the
South did not really want suffrage.
Upon his return to Florida, Sheats was
asked for an explanation. He explained
that “free political equality for women
of the South would mean ruin sinee it
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would open the gate to millions of
ignorant and superstitious Megro
women.” These views were presented
over and over again.!?

Various organizations sponsored
speakers in Broward County. A
number of speakers came to Fort
Lauderdale, often sponsored by the
Woman's Club. Mrs. Frank Walsh, of
Davie, spoke at a meeting of the
WOCTU. The Fort Lauderdale Sentinel
reprinted her entire address. She said
there were two great issues facing the
voters. One was democracy versus
auloceacy, and the other was curbing
the evil of drink. To correct both, she
said, it was imperative to give egual
fronchise to women. If mothers
objected o sending their sons to war,
she reazoned, thev also objected to
exposing their sons to a business
which corrupts their souls and bodies,
For these reasons, she explained, men
were beginning to see that women's
role in politics would resolve these
problems.1®

In her August 1918 address at the
Fex Theatre in Fort Lavderdale, Mrs.
Dudley acelaimed women’s rise in
education, business, and politics,
According to the Fort Lauwderdale
Sentinel, she cited that women from
Plato's time to the nt believed in
justice and equal nghts for both men
and women. Following Mrs, Dudley's
talk, Ivy Stranahan introduced a
resolution calling upon Flarida's two
1.5, senators o vote for the passage
of the Mineteenth Amendment guaran-
tesing nationwide women's suffrage.?

Ivy Stranahan, who had been Fort
Lauderdale's first school teacher in
1899 and whose views were highly
respected in the community, was a
strong proponent of women's suffrage.
She had been active in the formation
of the Fort Lauderdale Woman's Club
in 1911 and later served as president
for three years. When the Fort Laud-
erdale 5 League was founded in
1915, she took a leading role in its
affairs, which led to the presidency of
the state associntion. Shartly after she
took on the presidency, the United
States entered World War 1. She threw
herself into the war effort, and her
suffrage activities took second place.
At the 1917 fourth annual convention
in Tampa, Mrs. Stranshan reported,
“Organization work has been wvery
much retarded owing to the great war
which is demanding the time, energy,
and finnnees of the women whe do this
work,®

Other difficulties, in addition to
preoceupation with the war, marred
Ivw Stranahan's term as the leader
of the Florida Equal Suffcage Associ-
ation. Like many other southern auf-
frage leaders, Mra. Stranahan was a
staunch advocate of primary suffrage
until the final phases of the suffrage

movement. In 1917 aamall gruup went
to Tallahasses to I-:- passage of
a primary suff fl I introduced by
William H. Mar 5.11 former mayor of
Fort Lauderdale, Ivy Stranahan, pres
ident of the Florida Equal Suffrage
Asgociation; Mary Elizabeth Hryan:
and Mrs. William 5. Jennings, presi-
dent of the Florida Federation of
Women™s Clubs, led the delegation.
Marjory Stoneman Douglas covered
the issue for the Miomi Times., Public
heanngs were held on primary and
state suffrage, but Marshall's bill did
nit receive the required majority vote,

That same vear, Fort Lauderdale

suffrage supporters suffered defeat on
a lecal level when male voters rejected
a proposed new city charter including
equal municipal suffrage. The women
had canvassed the town getting sig-
notures and obtained 134 favorable
gigners o 117 opposed, Among the
women in the forefront of this drive
was Frances TenBrook, who was alzo
president of the local WCTU. Even
though the canvass revealed a major-
ity for the charter change, the 171 votes
cast defeated equal municipal suffrage
by a margin of ninety-three to seventy-
eight.?

The 1917 convention reflected a
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Above is May Mann Jennings,
Florida's first lady from 1901-
1805 and one of the state’s leading
suffragists (photo courtesy of The
Florida Hiztorical Quarterly). At
right is the program of the Florida
Equal Buffrage Associations 1918
meeting (courtesy of the Fort
Lauderdale Historical Society).

growing push for a federal suffrage
amendment. One speaker said, “We are
fighting to make the world safe for
democracy . . . a democracy in which
women have no part. The thing we ask
is fundamental to democracy ., . we
live in a democracy . . . but there can
be no democracy in which women are
not incloded . . "2 The Reverend
Safford urged that women should be
taken off their pedestals, which ahe
viewed ns obstacles in the path of
human progress, The war showed that
wornen were capable, she stated, and
had been enthroned on “pseado
pedestals.=

In Florida, the National Woemen's
Party saw the growing division
between those who favored state and
local mensures and those who advo-
eated o constitutional amendment as
an opportunity to provide strong
national leadership for the suffrage
movement. The Mational Association
of Women ﬂ'l.l!'frllgq: Associntions had
no organizers in Florida, ond the state
association had ne tme, energy, or
maoney to strengthen their cause,
leaving the Florida Federation of
Women's Clubs, with 1000 clubs and
T members, as the backbone of the
suffrage movement in Florida. Deapite
the urgings of Mra. William 5. Jen-
nings to Ivy Stranshan to organize

Mis. Caniecr Chapman Caiin
Addreas,

Federsiion ol Womsns Club
Friday Evening, Maow, 21.'18

“BALLOTS FOR BOTH"
FLORIDA EQUAL SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING
November 18-19, 1918

PROGRAM

Meeiing. Parlors Maorgjsa Howgl
Conlercace, Dayions, Florids

MONDAY:

HNov, 18, 3100 p. m—DMecting of Execulive Doard; Appolntmost
Commbltge, Credentinl, Nominativg ‘anl
Rosclaticns, {All delegates pleass bo peoa-
LT

MONDATY:

Nowv, 18, T:45 p. m—bMusic: America: Invocation; Address, the
sntlonal American Wonidn Suflrage Assp-
clatipn apd the Siato, Mre Frank Siranas
han, President, Florlda E. 5. A, Fart Lau-
dardale
Musle; Address: “Woman Saffrage Means
Fatriotism,” Dr. Mory A, S5afford, Orlanda
Announcomonis

TUESDAY:

Movold, $:80 a. m—Busincss; Roporta: Commitloes, Croden-
Lkals, MNominatlops, OffRcers, Secrolary.
President, Report: Delegate Mational Con-
vontion, Washington, D, ., De. Mary A.
Saffard,

Address, “What It Would Mess (o (Lo
Cause If Eoch Sulragist did their Parn®
Mra. W. 2 Jennlngs. "Power and IRight
af Petition,'” Miss Elizalelh Skinner.
Electlon of Officers.

Annpunetments, Adjoromaent,

TUESDAY:

Hov, 13, 2:00 p. m.—Business: Reporle of Leagues.

Addresa: “Woman's Jrowing Loyally to
Hor Sex'* Mra, T. C. Havénz, Miami, "The
Eress a Power for Suffroge” Disscussion
led by Mras. Irene G. Adams, Lake IHoles,
“Woman STulrage o Warbioma," Mra. V. A,

Florca, Melbourne, “"Minor Conference
*Yawe of Organization,” Mrs, L. A, Ardrus
BMiami.

Adiournmaent,

Meeling of Executive Hoaard.

new suffrage leagues, no new leagues
wier formied,

This difference of opinion expressed
at the Tampa convention reflected the
divigiong on the national level betwesen
MAWSA and the National Women's
Party and its leader, Alice Paul, wha
had received her indoctrination in a
confrontational style from the English
suffragists. British suffrage suppor-
ters marched, petitioned, and made a
nuizance of themselves to gain atten-
tion. Alice Paul’s National Women's
Party used those same tmctics in
Washington, I, C. They camped in
front of the White House, were juiled,

force fed, and gained widespread
publicity for their cause, a federal
suffrage amendment.® Today, propo-
nends for each group say their tactics
wan the suffrage. However, historians
inerensing are paying more attention
to Alice Paul as the dominant national
foree for suffrage.

Prohably the sharpest division to
pecur among Florida suffragists was
the heated debate over m presidential
suffrage bill, Dunng the 197 legisla-
Live :il‘.'ﬂﬁ:iﬂn, I\':,r Stranahan and Mres.
Jennings had a copy of the bill bt did
not wark for its introduction on the
advice of friendly legislators who said
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that it would meet with sure defeat.®
The failure to introduce the bill caused
unhappiness among some women,
primarily those from Miami and other
parts of south Florida who had no
direct contact with the legislature, The
Miami Metropolis was especially voeal
in calling for the introduction of the
bill in the legislature. Some of the
paper’s writers claimed that the bill
would have been introduced except for

gition of Mrs, Stranahan and
Mrs. Jennings. As a result of the
controversy, some of the suffrage
leagues threatened to withdraw froem
the state organization. Ivy Stranahan
answered their complaints by com-
menting that “they were out of their
heads™ and suggesting that they
should use their energies more effec-
tively by working for municipal
suffrage.

At the fifth annual convention of the
Florida Equal Suffrage Association in
Daytona in November, 1918, Ivy Stran:
ahan became first vice president and
legislative chairman. This time, the
convention delegates decided to tackle
the izsue with a two pronged attach:
nationally by petitioning senators to
vobe a suffrage amendment, and
lecally by continuing to push for
primary suffrage in the state legisla-
ture,® Neither plan was saccessful. A
resolution 1n April 1919 to pass a
primary suffrage amendment to the
state constitution lost by five wotles,
The old arguments that “Morality and
purity could not be legislated” and
“Politics is a dirty game, and not for
women,”  helpe defeat  the
amendment.®

When the Nineteenth Amendment
was introduced into the U.S. House of
Representatives om May 21, 1914,
Florida's four congressmen split two
and two. But the amendment passed
the House with a three-fifths ma,]unq'
Despite strang petitions from Florida
suffragists, the state’s senators hﬂth
opposed the amendment. Senator
Dunean 1. Fletcher argued that each
astate should settle the question of
women's sufflrage for isell, Senator
Park Trammell was also adamant in
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ition that state governments
ahl:lu control and regulate clections,®
Although both men voted ngainst the
amendment, when it came (o the floor
for a wvote, it received the necessary
three-fourtha votes.

As soon as Congresa passed the
Susan B. Anthony Amendment, the
name soon applied to the Nineteenth
Amendment, a reliable group of Flor-
ida suffragists sprang inte action,
Four of them again travelled to Tal.
lahassee to lobby for ratification. Ivy
Siranahan was among them, repres-
enting the Florida Equal Suffrage
Association. The legislature was

journed the day after they arrived,
and the governor could not be con-
vinced to call a special session.

Before adjourning, however, the
legislature had passed into law a bill
of significance to Fort Laoderdale’s
citizens. This bill, introduced by Wil
liam H. Marshall, a consistent suppor-
ter of women's suffrage, allowed
women to vote in local municipal
elections in Fort Lauderdale, as was
already mandated in sixteen other
Florida towns. The hill passed both
houses of the legislature and was
confirmed in o special election held in
Fort Lauderdale on August 6, The
election attracted a light turnoat, but
the Municipal Suffrage Law pasaed by
a margin of aixty-five to seventesn.

Women across the country obtained
the vole on August 26, 1930, when
thirtv-six stetes gave the three-fourths
majority necessary for ratification,
MNearly forty-nine years later, the
Floride Legislatore belatedly ratified
the Nineteenth Amendment,

In the final analysis, the women of
Florida gained the right to vote
because of changes in the national
climate brought about by women's
contribution to victory in Woarld War
I, strong suffrage efforis on the state
and local levels, and the well-organized
push for a national suffeage amend-
ment, Florida never had over 1,000
women as members of its suffrage
lemgues, but it did have a small core
of dedicated workers who struggled
against apathy and prejudice to
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achieve their goal. Women worked to
achieve the vote for 8 variety of
reasons. Some wanted to correct the
dissdvantaged position of women in
society, Others saw suffrage as a
means of promoeding Prohibition. Such
gsecondary arguments aside, all felt
that they were entitled to participate
in the decisions of the government
under which they lived.

With suffrage achieved, the move
ment’s leaders turned to new endea
vors, The League of Women Woters,
suceessor to MAWSA, felt that women,
with their edueated wvoles, could cure
the ills of society, and concerned itself
with social welfare, peace, and
congumer legialation. The legal atatus
of women was only one part of its broad
platform. The National Women's
Party, at the other extreme, concen-
trated on only one thing — an Equal
Rights Amendment. Alice Paul, the
story goes, was not clated when the
Mineteenth Amendment passed,
beenuse she felt women had won only
half the batile. For that reason, she
wrobte and campaigned for the Egqual
Rights Amendment.

Broward County's suffrage leaders
alag remained active in a number of
political and social reforms. Ivy Stran-
ahan, the area's most ardent suffra-
gist, turned her energies to the educa-
tional needs of Seminole Indian
children, Annie Beck devobed her time
to the Fort Lauderdale Woman®s Club
and the beautification of her city, In
general, the Fort Lauderdale Woman's
Club has remained an important
advocate for women’s rights and civie
improvement,

In the seventy years since sufflrage
waa granted, women have impreoved
their status in a nomber of ways. They
have become active in political parties,
and they have served in numerous
state, local, and national offices.
Today, women are still engaged in an
effort to change the world so that it
belongs to both sexes. A long road
stredches ahead, but a long road bas
been travelled already by such women
as those who led the suffrage move-
ment in Broward County and Florida.
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