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The story of the Fort Lauderdale mu-
nicipal election of 1937, perhaps the most
acrimonious election in the city's history,
and the part played by the Fort Lauder-
dale Deily News, has its roots deep in the
citys past. Originally titled The Fort
Lauderdale Sentinel, the newspaper was
established in 1911, the same year that
the Town of Fort Lauderdale was incorpe-
rited, In the twenty-six years that fol-
lowed, the newspaper toak an active role
in city governmental affairs, with both
the paper and the city hall reflecting the
personalities of their leaders, The conver-
gence, in the mid-1930s, of & number of
Browerd County's strongest and most
colorful characters, set against the back-
ground of the Great Depreasion, insured
that political contests would be especially
lively and memorable events. For the City
of Fort Lauderdale, the 1937 election
turned a spotlight on the contemporany
power structure and proved to be & turn-
ing point in beth municipal leadership
and electoral pelicy which would long
survive the immediate issues of the day.!

George G, Mathews, the founder of the
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, was born in
Alabama in 1855, His parents, impovers
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ished by the Civil War and embittered by
the Confederate defeat, decided against
living in & sountry “run by & bunch of
Yankees,” and moved the family to Brazil
shortly after the conclusion of the war.
Mathews continued to live in Brazil for
many vears before moving te Marlon
County, Florida, in 1882, He represented
that eounty in the 1893 session of the
Flarida Legislature, and, later that game
yonr, was appeinted United States consul
at Para {Belem), Brazil. He retained that
pasition for five years, and then returmed
to Marion County. Mathews returned to
the Florida Legislature in 1907, where he
emerged as a strong supporter of Gover-
nor Napaleon B, Browards Everglades
drixinage program, It was in this capacity
that Mathews made his first trip to Fort
Lauderdalein 1907 as part of a legislative
delegrtion investigating factors connected
with Everglades drainage. He moved to
Fort Lauderdale as a permanent resident
on December 30, 1910.%

Southeast Florida was largely empty
country when George G, Mathews arrived
on the premises, The village of Fart Lau-
derdale head s population of 143, and
Miami, the largest town in the area, had
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Political turmoil, @ common suh-
Ject of today's headlines, is nothing
new fo Broward County. For the City
af Forl Landerdale, ane of the mast
keated elections — and ore ahick
had a decisive tmpact on the munici-
pid power struciure — fook place in
October 1937,

In this article, Donald G, Lester
traces the city’s political baekground,
defines the issues of siake in the
rtertorable 1937 contest, and relales
the powerful roede played by the Fort
Lauderdale Daily Mews anad if2 ag-
gressive publisher, Governor Robert
H. Gaore,

Mr. Lester, who has writlen sev-
erad arficles on local pofitical and
legal kistory in past (zeues of Brow-
ard Legacy, iz Assistant Professor
Ereritus of History and Polifical
Setenee af Middle Georgla College in
Cochran, Georgita. A member of o
family which has lived in Broward
County since 1925, he is o graduate
of Fort Lauderdale High School and
the University of Miami, and cwr
rently lives in (lades County,
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a population of 5,47 1.% To the north, West
Palm Beach, the county seat of mewly-
ereatod Palm Beach County, had a popu-
latiom of 1,743. Fort Lauderdale remained
unincorporated, the nearest incorporated
towns being Dama to the south, which
hid incorporated in 1904, and Pompana
to the north, which had incorporated in
1908, The 1910 United States census listed
the population of these twoe corporate
entities as 269 each. Key West, with a
population of 19,945, was the largest city
south of Tampa in the state, In 1910, the
present county of Broward formed parts
of Dade and Palm Beach counties, with
the county line running through what is
today Cakland Park. The 1910 census
listed Dade County’s population as 11,933,
mnad the pﬂpu]aiimﬂ"i’ﬂm Beach, which
also included present-day Martin County,
ms 5,577, So George G. Mathews was a
Broward County pioneer in every sense of
the word

At the time Mathews arrived in Fort
Lauderdale, the village boasted one local
newspaper. I[L was the weekly Fort Law-
derdale Herald, which had been estab-
lished earlior that vear by Willinm Heine S
However, the Herald was printed in De-
land and shipped to Fort Lauderdale for
distribution, se in 1910, no paper was
printed locally in Fort Lauderdale.

George G. Mathews was a journalist by
profession, having published newspapers
in Bartow and Tarpon Springs. He there-
fore decided to start & weekly newspaper
to rival the already existing Herald, and,
on March 10, 1911, published the first
issue of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel,
Mearly three months after the first issue
of Mathews' newspaper mppeared, the

village of Fort Lauderdale was incorpo-
rated, with William H. Marshall as the
first mayor.* The new town adopted the
mayor-council form of governament, with
the muver and the members af the town
council elected separately.

After much political skirmiahing which
spanned o pericd of several years, Brow-
ard County was created in 1915 from the
northern part of Dade County and the
southern part of Palm Beach County. The
nEw county was named for the late Gover-
nor Napoleon B, Broward. Fort Lauder-
dale was designated as the county seat,
even though Danis and Pompano were
alder eorparite entities, and former Fort
Lauderdale Mayor William H. Marshall
became the first Broward County repre-
gaptative in the Floridn Legislature,

George G. Mathews had boen elected
mayer in 1913, succeeding Marshall and
thus becoming the second man to hold
that position. In 1918, Mathews made an
unsuccesaful efort o win election as
pounty judge, and two years livter he failed
in an effort to unseat Marshall as Brow-
ard County's representative in the legis-
lature,

By 1920, the United States consus listed
thi papulation of Fort Landerdale as ahout
2,000 and that of Broward County at
araund 5.00{0. In response to this growth,
George G. Mathews stepped up the publi-
cation of the Sentinel to twice a week, &
step likewise taken by the Herald, which
by now was being published by Fort
Lavderdale attorney Carl P. Weidling.
Then, late in September 1824, as the
Florida land bosm began to gather mo-
mentum, Mathews took the big step, and
the Fvening Sentinel, ss the paper had

Fort Lauderdale City Hall on the northwest corner of Andrews Avenue and
Southwest Second Street, 19305,
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come to be known, became a daily.
Mathews continued to publish the paper
for several months before he sold it to the
Galvin brothers of Lima, Ohio, for
14000, In short order, the Galvins
bought out the Herald and renamed the
combined paper the Forf Lawderdple Daily
News and Evening Sentinel.

From the beginning of his Broward
County career, George . Mathews took
an aggressivestand on the political 1ssues
of the day. During the Napoleon B. Brow-
ard era, he strongly supported the gover-
for, particulardy eancerning the Ever-
glades drainage program, In 1916,
Mathews strongly supported the success-
ful gubernatorial campaign of Stdney J.
Catts, who, running on a strongly-worded
prohibiticnist and anti-Catholie platform,
defeated William V. Knott, the candidate
of the Demoecratic establishment. In 1927
Mathews opposed the erection of the new
Broward County Courthouse, Then, late
in his career, he served s president of the
loea] Townsend Club.*

From the time of his arrival in Fort
Lauderdale, George G. Mathews remaimned
extremely thrilled over the community's
prospects for the future. In 1926, he pre-
dicted that the city's population would
reach 50,000 by 1930, After his retire-
ment from his publishing enterprises, he
remained deeply invalved in civie affairs,
and subsequently made three unsuceass-
fial efforts to oblaim elsctive office, In 1927,
after the city government changed to the
commissioner-menager system, Mothows
was defeated inan sttempt to gain a pluee
on the first Fort Landerdale City Com-
mission. In 1928 he was defeatad in the
Demacratic primary for a seat on the
Broward County Commission. The fol-
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lowing vear he was aguin defented ina bid
te gain & place on the city commission,
That finul defeat, when he was seventy-
four years old, ended Mathews eforts to
win elective affice.

The middle of the 1920 witnesssd the
height af the Florida boom. Prices sky-
rocketed. The Galvin brothers took ad-
vantage of the business boom and sold the
Fort Lauderdale Daily News to Thomas
and Horaee Stilwell for S480.000. The
Stilwell brathers scon ran inte financial
trouble as the boom started to break. The
downturn in business was accompanied
by the devastating hurricane of 1926, a
terrific storm which played havoe with
mech of south Florida and destroyed much
af Fort Lauderdale. Property damage in
Miami and Hollyweod was also extensive,
but the largest death toll was at the tiny
town af Meore Haven, situated on the
southwestern shore of Lake Okeachabes,
Ofthe 302 reported Florida deaths cavsed
by the storm, Moore Haven aceounted for
300, Nineteen twenty-sight brought the
failure of the Fart Lavderdale Bank and
Trust Company, and, later that vear, a
second devastating hurricane. Thus, by
the waning vears of the 19205, south
Florida had already entered a period of
hard times which scon melted into the
Great Depression, by far the longest and
micst sevare economic disaster in Ameri-
can history. This was the situstion when
Robert H. Gore of Chicage appeared on
the Fort Lauderdale seene and bought the
Fort Louderdale Deily News from the
Stilwell brothers for $75,000. The fact
that Ceare padd only one sixth of the amount,
that the Stilwells had paid the Galvins
three years previously indicates the tre

enendous drop in prices during the de-
pression years.”

Fort Lauderdale’s municipel govern-
ment also felt the varied effects of boom
and bust in the decades following incorpo-
ration, Dr. C.G. Helland hod succeeded
Mathews as mayporin 1914 and served for
twoyears. In 1916, WillJ. Reed, one of the
maost colorful figures in Fort Lauderdale
history, becume mayoer, and would be in
and out of the city's government for mors
than twenty years.'® After a three-year
ndministraticn, Heed was replaced as
miyor by Fort Lavderdale attorney C.E.
Furrington, Reed regained the mayor's
office in 1821, but was suceseded the fol-
lowing year by Russell G. Snow. On No-
vember 4, 1924, Reed returned as mayor
one more time."

By the middle of the 1920s, the popula-
tion of Fort Lauderdale had grown tre-
mendously. The mayor-councl system
seemed inadequate bo meet the needs ofa
city caught in the midst of the Florida
boom, 50, 05 8 result of a 1925 referendum,
the government was changed to the com-
missioner-city manager system. This new
system called for five city commissioners
elected at large in a non-partisan special
election. Each voter could vote for as many
as five candidates. The election would be
held in two phases—a primary which
would reduce the field to ten candidates,
then a general election with the names of
the ten surviving candidates on the bal-
lot. The five candidates peceiving the
highest number of votes would form the
city commission, and waould chpose ane of
their number as mayor. Generally, the
commissicners would choose the top vote-
getter as mayor, but they were under no

C.D, Kittredge (left) and John W. Tidball, Fort Lauderdale mayors during the

19204,

legral obligation to do sa, The city commis-
sion was then to appeint a ity manager
whose duty was to carry out the policies
set forth by the commission majority.

Some unusunl rules were mandated for
candidates in the new city commission
elections, Section Twelve, page six of the
Fort Lauderdale City Charter stated that,
“Mo candidate for the office of city com-
missioner shall make any personal con-
vass pmong the vaters to secure his nomi-
nation or election or the nomination or
glection of any other candidate in the
game clection.” The charter thus placed
rigid barriers against the wsual form of
campaigning and penalized those who
violated the rules with the edict that their
names must be stricken from the list of
nominees, [¢ therefore became necessary
for the “friends” of the candidates to rep-
resent them to the voters. A candidate
secured ballot pesition by means of a
petition, but he himself could not creu-
late the petition. The petition had to be
signed by at least 165 registered voters,
and the candidate had to sign his nccep-
tance of the nomination. The office was
supposed to séek the man.

Thi 1925 city commission election was
held during the wild real estate and busi-
nie=s excess that marked the Florida boom,
Interest in the election was at a low ebb,
with only 244 woters appearing at the
polle. Voter lack of interest seems to have
been shared by potentinl candidates, since
only six candidates qualified torun for the
five city commission positions, C.D.
Kittredge, the owner of the Fort Lawder-
dale Mercantile Company, a hardware
store located on Andrews Avenue, wasthe
top wole-getter with 185 votes, John W.
Tidball finighed in second place with 175
votes. The other successful candidates
were W.C. Kyle, a local banker, and Tom
Bryan,alocal businessman, both ol whom
had been members of the original town
counal in 1911, and .5, Hinton. Will J.
Reed, the intumbent mayor, finizhed dead
last, and so was the “odd man out.”

C.D. Kittredge, who received the most
votes, was @ very active citizen of Fort
Lauderdale, a charter member of the First
Presbyterian Church, and active in many
civic enterprises, Nevertheless, the city
commission, during its organizational
mesting, by a unanimous vote chose John
W, Tidball as mayor. Tidball's tenure as
mayor is best remembered for the strong
stand he took during the aftermath of the
devastating 1926 hurricane, when he put
the city under martial law ®

The 1927 city election saw C.D.
Kittredge once again win the highest
number af votes, Will J. Heed regain a
seat on the commission as fifth place fin-
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isher, and Mayor Tidball meet defeat since
he trailed in seventh place, W.C. Kyle
retained his seat, and M_A. Hortt and
well-known pioneer settler Frank
Stranahen were alse elected, This time,
Kittredge was chosen mayor by the city
COmmiBsion.

The city commission election of 1929
saw John W, Needham finish first, with
J.C. Alley second, M.A. Hortt third, Tho-
mas E. Hoskins fourth, and Hershel Kelso
filth. Hortt, o wealthy real estate tycoon,
and Needham, a property owner and hotel
manager, would dominate the ¢ty com-
mission for most of the following decade,
sometimes as rivals and sometimes as
allies, At the organizational meeting of
the new sommission, Kelso nominated
Meadham for mayar; there was nosecond.
Then Alley nominated Hortt; again there
was no second. Because of the impasae,
there was nothing for the commissioners
to do except to elect Hoskins ns the next
mayor, which they promptly did, Despite
this initial confrontation, Hortt and
MNeedham emerged as allies during moat
of the several years they served together,
and apparently received strong support
from the same element, the business
community of Fort Lauderdale, ™

In the 1931 city election, John W,
Needham again led the field, followed by
C.C. Adams, who was completing the
unexpired term of the recently deceased
J.C. Allen, M.A. Hortt, Broward County
pioneer Frank B Miver, and M.H. Ep-
stein, owner of the Semincle Laundry.
Mayor Thomas E, Heskins, whio finiahed
eighth, and Hershel Kelso, who finished
twelfth, were defeated. This time the
commissien chose Meedham as mayor.
The city election of 1933 saw apartment
howse awner Ed Pynchon top the fleld,
while Horit and Needham skidded to third
and fourth place respectively. Joel M.
Taul, the owner of a typewriter agency,
finished second, and was destined to be on
and off the aty commission for the next
twenty vears. Fort Lauderdale barber John
H. Fidler, active in local Republican pali-
ties, finished in fifth place. Frank R. Ol
iver, M_H. Epstein, and C.C. Adams were
defeated. Pynchon was chosen mayor.

The following year, Pynchon resigned
his mayoral position in order to nccept a
federal job, and Fort Lauderdale druggist
Lewis E. Meore was chosen in a special
election to fill his seat on the commission.
However, the commissioners subssquently
chose Hortt as mayor. In 1935, John H.
Fidler died as a result of an automobile
accident while vacationing in the Morth,
and Frank J. Norton, an elderly contrac-
tor, was selected in a special election to
replace him on the commission."

The first ten vears of the city commis-
sianer-city manager form of government
thus set the pattern of longevity for the
commissioners. Each new commissioner
reached the apex of his popularity whan
he was first elected, and upon assuming
office would see his popularity begin to
erode. Will J. Reed, elected in 1927, was
defeated in 1929, and failed in comeback
attempta in 1931 and 1833, C.D, Kittredge
was the high man in 1925 and again in
1927, but was badly defeated in 1929,
Thomas E. Hosking, very prominent in
the development of Fort Lauderdale dur-
ing the boorm, was chesen to Al the unex-
pired term of the deceased Frank
Stranahan in 1929 and was elected to a
full term later that same year, but was
defeated in 1831, Fort Lauderdale engi-
neser Samuel E, Lawrence, who was elected
in 1928 to finish the unexpired term of
W.C. Kyle, who had resigned, provides
yet another example of this trend."™ A
strong law and order man, who opposed
the "wide open town to attract the tour-
ista” concept, Lawrenoe was defented in
1929, finishing fifteenth in a field ofeight-
een candidates As the experiences of Reed,
Frank Oliver, and others proved, name
recognition was not a particular advan-
tage. The twe exceptions to the expecta-
tions of brief tenure were M.A, Hortt and
John W. Meedham. Hortt was elected in
1927, 1924, 1931, and 1933, and Needham
im 1928, 1931, and 1933, Together, they
set the record for longevity in office dur-
ing the 1925-1935 pericd,

At the present time it is very difficult, if
not impossible, to fix individual responsi-
bility for editorial opinions expressed in
tha daily press. Individual responsibility

(elected 1933).

is hidden under n maze of faceless corpo-
raticns and editorial boards. This situ-
ation presents n sharp contrast tothe way
newspapers operated during the ers of
personal journalism, During the 1930s
and 1940s, every knowledgeable person
in Fort Lauderdale knew whowas respon-
gilble for the editorial opinions c;pmmﬂ
in the Fort Lauderdale Daily News_ That
man was Robert H. Gore, the publisher af
the paper.

Robert Hayes Gore was born in
Knottsville, Kentucky, on May 24, 15885,
Hue entered 5t. Mary's College in St. Mary,
Eentucky, and finished his college work
and graduated after two vears. After
several nondescript jobs, Gore began his
career in journalism as a reparter for the
Chensboro Trguirer. After stints with
geveral other papers, Gore came up with
the idea of selling insurance through
newspapers and having the paper boyvs
collect the premiums when they made
their regular collections. The idea caught
on, and Gore eventually became involved
primarily in the insurance business."

His newspaper work also led Gore into
the political field. In 1912, he supported
Thewdore Roosevelt when the ex-presi-
dent attempted & political eomeback by
running as the candidate of the Progres-
siwe Party, In 1920, Gore campaigned for
the release of the famed socialist leader
and five-time presidential candidate
Eugene V. Debs, who was languishing in
a federal prison for having violated the
espionage law during World War I In a
newspaper editorial, Gore called Debs a
martyr and made the astonishing com-
parison of the secialist leader with John
Brown.™

F

Fort Lauderdale mayors Thomas Hoskins (elected 1929) and Ed Pynchon
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Autographed photo of Fran-
klin . Roosevelt presented
by the president to his "old
friend," Governor Gore,

[n 1929 Robert H. Gore was in Fort
Lauderdale and paid a visit to the Fort
Lauderdale Daily News to sell insurance,
His conversation with Tom Stilwell devel-
oped into a strange turn-nround. Instead
of buying Gore's insurance plan, Stilwell
offered Gore the paper for $90,000. In
returm, Gore offered 575,000, which
Stilwell eventually accepted. Robert H.
Ciore would publish the Forf Landerdole
Digily Mews for the next thirty-four years.
Throughout this perted, he kept o very
firm grip on the operations and policies of
the newspaper.

Giore was an early backer of Franklin D,
Roosevelt for the Democratic presidentinl
nomination in 1932, He had first met the
future president in 1931, After Rossevalt
was nominated on the fourth ballot at the
Democratic National Convention in Chi-
cago, Crore became acthve in his campaign,
working closely with the Democratic
Mational Commitbee, In Movember 1932,
Roosevelt overturned twelve years of
Republican rule to win the presidency for
the Democrats. In a vietory of landslide
propartions, he carried forty-two of the
forty-vight states. He carried Florida by a
three to one majority, and Broward County
by more than two to ane. Maturally, Robert
H. Gore was elated at the praportions of
the Demoeratic triumph and stocd in line
with other “deserving Derocrats” to mwait
the spoila of office. He had in mind the
position of collector of internal revenue,

Whether Gore was ever under serious
consideration for that post is problomati-
cal. To obkain such a powerful and pres-
tigious position, he had to compete with
genuing political and financial heavy-
waights, The Democratic Party hod been
auk of office for twelve years, leaving many
party hopefuls who had served well dar-
ing those lean years hungry for the cholce
political plums. Nevertheless, whatever
chaneg Gore may have had for the inter-
nal revenue position vanished as o result
of an ill-advised speech delivered in
Havana, Cuba, during the interim pericd
between the presidential election in Mo-
vomber 1932 and the inauguration of
Franklin [ Rocsevelt on March 4, 1933,

During the early partof 1933, Cuba was
under the grip of the Machado dictator-
ship, Discontent with the government
combined with the effects of the Great
Depression had created much wnrest on
the island. The Platt Amendment was
etill in force, and most Cubans were towchy
to the point of balng paranoid abaut the
possibility of American armed interven-
tion in Cuba,® That was the Cuban sifus
ation when Gore and a group of powerful
and “deserving” Democrats journeyed to
Havana for a victory celebration in antici-
pation of receiving the apoils of office. Also
amaong the group was James A. Farley,
the chairman of the Democratic Mational
Committee. At the Havana celebration,
the American contingent was joined by a

number of Cubans. There, over food and
drinks, Gore made a speech that coused a
furor. He said in part, "1 have just come
from Warm Springs where | had a leng
comversation with the President-elest of
the United States; and [ can tell you
gentlemen that unless you put your house
in order; unless you put an end to these
outragecus going-ons here; the United
States Governmaent will send an army to
do the job for you,” Members of the group,
Americans as well os Cubans, were
sturined. The effect on Gore's political
future was devastating. The immediate
result of that ill-considered speech was
that Gore's chances for appointment to
the coveted position of collector of inter-
nal revenue vanished. The job went ta
Guy T. Helvering of Kansas®

But Gore could not be shoved aside
completely. Since he had actively and
aggressively supported the wvictoriows
Demecratic ticket, e still "had to be taken
care of.” Sa, in due time, Gore was ap-
pointed Governor of Puerte Rico. His
appointment was confirmed by the Sen-
ate, and he traveled to San Jusn with his
family to take office. Gore's inawgural
address lasted twenty minutes, and, dur-
ing that spesch, he made two proposals
that did not sit well with many peaple in
the United States. First, he advocated
cock fighting and supported promoting
thit barbarows activity as a national sport
toattracttourists. Many Americans could
not help but wonder as to the caliber of
tourists who would be attracted by sucha
eruel "sport.” Humanitarian organizations
in the United States were outraged and
cornplained to President Roosevelt, who
referred them to the appropriate govern-
ment agencies. Apparently, the matier
wis eventually lest in the government
bureaueracy. Gore's second controversial
suggestion was that there be a vast mi-
grataon of Puerta Ricans to Florida, Puerto
Ricans hed already been settling in New
York City, and Gore commented that New
York was too far away and the climate
unsuitable for Caribbean emigrants, Flor-
idia, he painted sut, was much closer and
had o climate similar to that of the island
verritory. No doubt this proposal pleased
many New Yorkers, but it infuriated most
Floridians, including Governor Dave
Sholtz, who publicly denounced the
scheme

Upoen taking affice as Governor of Puerto
Rica, Gore found himsell facing an impos-
gible tmsk. Puerto Ricans were bitterly
divided gver a number of Baves, the most.
notable being the future status of the
island in relation to the United States.
Ome faction favored complete independ-
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first year as o resident, was o memorable
event. First, the multitude of candidates,
twenty-two in all, set w Fort Lavderdale
recard, Furthermare, the election resulted
in the unexpected downfall af the twe
strong men of the diy commission—
wealthy rewl estate mogul M_A_ Hortt and
wealthy property owner John W
Meedham, Thess two men, rvals at fiest
but more recently allies, had dominated
the ¢ty commission during the first half
af the decade. The 1935 city election alsp
marked the suceessiul comeback of for
mer Fort Lavderdale city commissioner
and mayar WillJ. Reed, who had been out
af affice for six years. The list of candi=
dates ineluded three former commission-
ers: Reed, M.H. Epstein, and C.C. Adams,
as well as such interesting personalities
asJ K. Huey, a longtime ity functionary,
Broward pioneer Jasper Lawson, wiho had
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Robert H. Gore (back row, third from left) with his family upon his arrival to
tnke office as governor, June 30, 1838 (courtesy of Paul A. Gore),

ence, while another favored Puerte Rican
statehood. Still another faction was will-
ing to settle for commonwealth status,
Mone of the groups seemed satisfied with
the current situation. This dissension led
to much vialence, including attempts on
the governor's life. In addition to dealing
with this no-win situation, Gare had a
fealing that he was losing the support of
the Hoosevelt administration. His rela-
t.i-:-nahlp with James A Pu.r]i:y, chairman
of the Democratic National Committes
and now postmaster general, had become
estringed as a result of the Havana speech.
Faced with mounting difficulties, Gore
resigned as Governor of Puerto Rico in
January 1934, He had served for only six
manths, but cherished the title of "Gover-
nor” far the rest of his life®

Fobert H, Gore had purchased the Fors
Lauderdale Daily News in 1529, but walted
for six wears vo establish his official resi-
demce in Fort Lavderdale, Soon after set-
ting in the city, he also became a princi-
pal downtown property aowner. At the
urgang of Fort Lawderdale attorney George
W, English, Jr., Gore purchased the un-
finished Will Mar Hotel, a casualty of the
collapse of the Florida boom, which had
remained an eyesors for many years, Gore
completed the unsightly skeleton struae.
ture as Lthe Governar's Club Hotel, which
opened for business in the fall of 1937.
The Governor's Club became Robert H.
Gore's greatest property acquisition and
remained Fort Lauderdale's most famous
and prestigious hotel for the next forty
VAT,

As stated previously, Robert H. Gore, in

perved &s city clerk under the old city
council, and former Fort Lauderdale pe-
lice chief Lucian Craig.™®
The primary election was held on Octo-
ber 21, 1935, and the ten candidates who
gualified for the general election and the
votes they received were:
1. Lewis E. Meare, incumbent

hiz capacity as publisher of the Fortl
Lauderdale Daily News, kept firm control
of the paper's policies. He took strong

stands on issues, personalities, and can- 1,023

didates, on the national, state, and local 2. Frank J. Morton, incumbent 840
levels, Bame of his personal feuds became 3.B.V. Pace 655
legendary. His rift with Franklin D, 4 J.M. Taul, incumbent 572
Roosevell, for exsmple, borame decper 5+ WiLJ. Reed 593
nnd deeper, until Goreeventually became ? ig :;3*1‘ g
a batter critic of Boasevelt and his palicies, gt T e

Gore also took a keen interest in the
ongoing course of Fort Lauderdale city
polities. The city election of 1935, Gore's

8, M.A Horit, incumbent mayer 320
10, John W, Meedhim, incumbent 3025
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Downtown Fort Lauderdale looking eastward on Las Olas Boulevard, c. 1938,

showing the Fort Lasderdale Daily News building and the Governors' Club
Hotal.
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M.A. Hortt (left) and John W, Needham, predominant city commissioners during most of the 1830s,

The twis Lo vole-recevers wers Incum-
bents filling unexpired terms, Drug store
owner Lewia E. Moore had been elected to
the commission in the 1934 special elec-
ticn to complete the unexpired term of
Maver Ed Pynchon when the mayor re-
ﬂi,gned b take a feﬂl:m] j-nh. Howr.w:r. as
has been previously related, M.A, Hortt
had been chosen mayor upon Pynchon's
departure. Contractor Frank J. Norton
had taken his seat as o result of & special
election held earlier in 1935 to fill the
wacancy left when Commissioner John H.
Fidler diod as a result of an automobile
accident while vacationing in the North.
The third place finisher in the 1935 regu-
lar primary, B.V. Pace, was a furniture
store owner who was very active in cvie
affairs. J.F. Dickey, the head of a local
abstract company, fnished sixth, and
Joseph P. Moe, a painting contractor mc-
tive in local Republican politics, finished
seventh. Broward pioneer Samuel L,
Drake, active in public affairs for a quar-
ter of a century, finished eighth, after
which came the dismal showing of MLA.
Hortt and John W. Nesdham, the two
strong men of the commission, who brought.
upthe rear. The primary election alao saw
the failed comebacks of two of the three
former commissioners invelved, M.H,
Epstein Ainished eleventh with 279 votes,
and C.C. Adams came in seventeenth with
200 woles, Other outcomes of inberest
included long-time city functionary JK
Huey in thirteenth place with 248 votes,
former city clerk Jasper Lawson fifteenth
with 240 votes, and former city police

chief Lucian Craig nineteenth with a vote
total of 204, As in pmst contests, name
recognition proved to be no advantage in
this election.™

The day following the primary, ques-
tions arose as to whether one or more of
the primary survivors met the minimum
qualifications necessary to be eligible for
a plece on the ity commission. Geerge W,
English, Jr., the city attorney, stated that
it wasthe responsibility of the city clerk to
check on candidates’ gualifications. New-
erthelesa, M.H. Epstein, the eleventh
candidate and thus the benafeary if one
af the first ten would be disqualified, re-
fused to issue a challenge. He said, "] am
going back to my lavndry and mind my
wown business.” The Fort Laderdale Dauly
MNews, in an editorial, condemned attempts
to challenge the election results, calling
such efforts “reactionary,” and stating
that the people had spoken.™ The matter
was dropped.

The general election was held on Octo-
ber 28, and, for the onee dominant M.A.
Hortt and John W. Mesdham, it was a
crushing defeat, with the wole count &
follaws:

1. Lewis E. Moore 13387
2, Frank J. Norton 1,208
3. B.V. Pace 1,138
4. Will J. Reed 1,021
£ JM. Taul 877
6. J.F. Dickey Biad
7. 1P Mos B35
E. Samuel L. Drake 589
#, M.A. Haortt 473
10, John W. Neadham =

The top vole-getter, Lewia E. Moore,
was chosen mayor by his fellow comenis-
gioners at the organizational mesting,
but Will J. (Capl Reed soon emerged as
the strong man of the cormmission. Reed
formed an alliance with commissioners
Norton and Tawl, and together they formed
the commission majority, with Reed di-
recting the city's agenda. Mayer Moore
and Commissioner Pace were thus placed
in the unenviable position of being the
minarity on the commission,

William James (Cap) Reed, o colarful
character on the Fort Lauderdale scone
for over thirty years, was born in Chicage
an Oetober 18, 1871, nine days after the
Chicago fire, in a former schoolhouse at
the corner of Calumet and Twenty-sinth
streets. He graduated firom the city's public
schools, and enlisted in the army, enter-
ing an infantry regiment in 1868, In sue-
ceeding years, he served in the Spanish-
American War, reached the rank of cap-
tain, and retired in 1906 after sighteen
vears of service. Along with his father,
Robert J. Reed, he moved to Fort Lauder-
dale in 1910, and soon became very active
in cvie and business affairs. Will J. Reed
served ms Mayor of Fort Lauderdale from
1916 to 1919, from 1921 o 1922, and from
1924 to 1925, and also served on the city
commiszion from 1927 to 1929, Despite
this impressive record, he had also suf-
fered his share of palitical defeata, being
defeated for a place on the cty commis-
siom in 1925, in 1928, in a special election
in 1531, in the 1831 regular election, and
again in 1933, During this pericd he
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Above are William J, (Cap) Reed (left) and Joel M. Taul, and below is an announcement
from the October 28, 1935 Fort Lauderdale Daily News.

remained active in a number of fraternal
crgmnizations, being a member of the
BPOE Number 1517, the F&AM  a thirty-
secand degree Mason, and a Shriner. Wil
J. Beed was perhaps best known as a
great promoter of sports activities, and as
onvi of the few city commissioners of that
era whio was & good public speaker ™

As was evident from the Fort Lawder.
dile Daily News' denunciation of efforts
to queation the eligibility of the victorious
candidates, Robert H. Gore seemed satis-
fied with the results of the 1985 city
commission election, apparently finding
no faalt with the top city officials at that
time. This apparent satisfoction was soon
to change into bitter eriticism,

In the meantime, Gore continued to
express his strong opinions on state and
national pelitical figures. As mentioned
previcusly, he was becoming increasingly
dissatisfied with Franklin D. Eoosevelt
and his New Deal administration. He also
started delivering bitter editorial attacks
en the local congresaman, J. Mark Wilcox
of West Palm Beach, 8 man who could
eyl Gore in teading insulbs.

In the June 1936 Democratic primary,
Crore strongly supparted the congressional
candidacy of Pat Cannon, m little-known
Miami lawyer, who was trying to unseat
the two-term incumbent. The Dade
Countian alss had the all-out support of
the powerful Townsend Cluba® Gore's
antagonism to Wilcox certainly overcame
any reseryations he might have had con-
cerning the feasibility ofthe sxpensive old
e pension plan advocated by the

- i |

WE THE NEWLY ELECTED
MEMBERS OF THE CITY
COMMISSION

TAKE THIS MEANS OF
EXTENDING OUR THANKS |
TO THE VOTERS OF THE
CITY OF FT. LAUDERDALE
FOR THE CONFIDENCE
'THEY HAVE IMPOSED IN US.

i LEWIS E. MOORE : I
. FRANK J. NORTON
) . B.'V. PACE
WILL J. REED

"'-"-_.:_I'1| I ""-. JGEL M-l- TA.UL
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Townsend Clubs, Wilsax survived the
primary, but in Movember found himself
opposed by Republican attorney Themas
E. Swanson of Fort Lauderdale, who
strongly endorsed the Townsend Plan.
Rabert H. Gore endorsed Swanson with
thie snme enthusiasm that he had previ-
ously given Pat Cannon. However, much
to the publisher's great chagrin, Wilcox
wis i beneficiary of the great Democratic
landslide that swept F.ILR. into his sec-
and term, and won his third consecutive
term in the United States House of Hepre-
sentatives,™

By this time, Gore's satisfaction with
the results of the 1935 city election had
also begun to wear thin, He scon became
very eritical of the city commission’s poli-
cies--those promoted by the solid majority
of commissioners Will J. Reed, Frank J.
Morton, and Joel M. Taul. As & new city
election loomed on the horizon in 1937,
editorials in the Fort Lauderdale Daily
Mews constantly attacked the extrava-
gance of the city commission majority,
time and again mentioning the "$1,100 a
day city commission,” and referring to the
majority as the “Big Thres.™

The city election of 1937 broke the rec-
ord set bwoyears previously with s total of
twenty-seven candidates qualifving for
ballot position. Although Mayor Lewis E.
Moore and Commissioner B.V. Pace de-
clined to offer themsalves fior ancther term,
the candidate list might be considered a
“Who's Who" of Fert Lauderdale's busi-
ness and political world. The commission
majority of Reed, Morton, and Taul at-
tracted the most attention and received
attacks from the many critics of the exiat-
ing city administration. The two strong
men of previous commissions, M_A Hartt
and John W, Needham, alao were candi-
dates. William H. Marshall, who had
served as Fort Lauderdale's first mayor
back in 1911 and as the frst Broward
County representative in the Florids
Legislature from 1915 to 1921, also at-
tempted a comeback, as did Thomas M.
Bryan, early Broward County pioneer,
suecesaful businessman, and veteran aof
many political wars. Bryan had served on
the first town council in 1911, on the first
Fart Lauderdale city commission from
1925 to 1927, and was Broward County's
representative in the Florida Legislature
betwoen 1927 and 1929, Those political
successes were followed by o pair of de-
feats when Bryan was beaten in the
Demceratic prirmary in an attempt to retain
his legislative seat in 1928 and was again
defeated in the 1932 Democratic primary
in an effort bo gain a place in the Florida
Henate.

Oither contestants in the 1937 city elec-

tion ineluded ;. Frank Croissant, a real
estate man bost known as the developer of
Crodssant Park; E.H. Hort, o long-time
resident and prominent businessman wha
had emerged as one of the moest severe
erities of the current commission; John H.
Durham, an elderly retired businesaman
and former member of the Kentucky
Senate; Fort Lavderdale Liguor store owner
H.J. Mewsham; Thomas B. Manuel, a
farmer and veteran of Werld War 1; and
twa prominent real estate men, EL.
Kokanour and Wataon Eltings. The lang-
established male monspoly of the city
commission was threatened when two
women, Mrs. Blanche Burns, a house-
wife, and Mre. Genevieve Pynchon, apart-
ment owner and wife of former Fort Lag-
derdale maver Ed Pynchon, entered the
contest. It was certainly a star-studded
field =

As the numerous candidates entered
the race, the Fort Lauderdale Daily News
continued its assault on the commission
majority which it had dubbed “The Baig
Three.” The paper's criticisms included
attacks on the commission's financial
polictes as well as attacks on the major
appointed city officials.

On October 13, 1937, a masa meeting
was held in Stranahan Park in downtown
Fort Lauderdale. All twenty-seven candi-
dates were invited to give a brief expres-
siom of their views on the various [ssues
raised during the campaign. The meeting
was sponsored by the board of trade, and
beard president and former city commis-
sioner C.C. Adams presided. Each partic:-
pant was limited to three minutes speak-
ing timse. Three candidates—incumbent
commissioner Frank J. MNorton, former
commissioner and former state represen-
tative Tom M. Bryan, and C.W. Allen, a
real estate operator and political nonen-
tity—failed to appear. The incumbents
spoke first, and wera followed by the ather
candidates in alphabetical arder. Joel M.
Taul gave a rather weak defense of his
stewardship, but Will J. Reed gave a strong
defense of his and of the commission's
record, Reed was at his oratorical best. OF
the challengers, John W. Needham made
the most sensational effort when he ad-
vised taxpayers who had not yet paid
their city assessments not to do so be-
cause the new cily commission wowld bower
the assessments. Mack Klein, a sales-
man, used his allotted three minutes to
tell the audience, “This office is not all
that I expect from youw, Later [ expect you
to send me to Tallahassee and then to
Washington,™

The primary eletion took place on Mon-
day, October 18, 1937, and the voters
indicated that they were ready for a

change. John W. Mesdham and M_A. Hortt
lend the field of twenty-seven candidates.
For the three incumbant commissioners,
Taul, Merton, and Reed, the initial result
wis @ severe sethack. They finished fifth,
eighth, and ninth, respectively. Two Brow-
ard plonecrs lagged behind the leaders,
Thomas M. Bryan finished in & tie for
eleventh place, thus suffering his third
consecutive political defeat, and William
H. Marshall finished in thirteenth place,
An interesting sidelight in the election
results was that salesman Mack Klein,
wha expected the city commission seat to
serve s a springboard to take him to
Tallahassee and then to Washington,
finished dead last in a field of twenty-
seven candidates. The primary survivors,
with their respective vobe totals, were as
follows:

1. John W, Needham 1,1B6
2, M.A. Hortt 1,130
3, Thomas B, Manuel g52
4. Mrs. Genevieve Pynchon G55
&, Joel M. Taul G10
&, J.H. Durham 595
7. H.J. Mewsham 549
8. Frank J. Morton O45
. Will J. Reed 516
10. E.H. Hart are

The defeated candidates, with their
vilbe tolals, wape:

11, Thamas M. Bryan 326
12. E.L. Kokanour 326
13, William H. Marshall 323
14. C.0. Hayes 3158
15. Watson Eltinge 306
16. W, Feldman 265
17. W.W, Clark 255
18. Mre. Blanche Burns 258
18. John M. LaChance 236
20. G. Frank Croissant 232
21. C.E. Parks 167
22, George . Hanna 159
23. C.E. Allen 130
24. LN, White 81
25. H.L. Fetzer T2
26. Lew J. Saban 57
27, Mack Klein G

With the primary completed, the list of
candidates was redueced to nine men and
one woman, and the campaign continwed.
The “friends”™ af the three incumbent
commissioners defended their stewsrd-
ship of city affairs, while the “friends” of
five challenging candidates, Needham,
Hoertt, Mrs. Pynchon, Mewsham, and Hart,
continuwed their severe attacks apainst
the incumbent city government. The
“friends” of the two remaining prioary
survivors stressed the qualities of their
respective candidates, but stayed out of
the incumbent wersus anti-incumbent
battle, As was previously noted, candi-
dates were not allowed to solicit votes in
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TOMM.BRYAN

Candidate for
CITY COMMISSIONER

One of the first Councilman and |ater a City
Commissionsr, bafora resigning to repre-
sant Broward County in the State Legisla-
ture, one of Ciky's largest taxpayers, experi-
encead and familiar with the problems of our
City=—

STANDS FOR—

I. Drastic raductian on Real Estate tax-
atian.

2. Furnishing only such municipal ser-
vices as absolutely essertial, and curtail-
mant of sxpanditures under presant City
Budget, .u.ndpl’rhlr- are many items where
this can ba dona.

3. Planned campaign of City beautifi-
cotion—of streets, highways and pﬂrkl.

4, Mo Pelitics c-r'z..rmﬂi;m in selection

of employss—on merit basis only.
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A few of the political advertisements which appeared in the Daily News just prior to the October 18, 1837, primary.
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VOTERS T0' HEAR': CANDlDATES’

Stranahan Park.

Daily News headline announcing mass
meeting in downtown Fort Lauderdale's

MASS MEETING IN PARK
EXPECTED TO TURN OUT
GREAT CROWD TONIGHT

their own behalfl during that era, and
relied wpon their "friends” to gather sup-
part.

Asz the regular election approached, the
Fori Louderdale Daily News continued its
attacks on the three incumbent commis-
sicners, The paper endorsed no particular
candidate, but seemed satisfied with any
of the contenders except “The Big Three.”
Name recognition appearsd to be of no
particular advantage with many citizens.
Ome voter stated, "1 might pessibly vote
far John Meedharm, but 1 will be dammned i
I will vote for old Hortt, even if everyone
votes for him but me."™ A prominent elti-
zom decided to take the negative route and
sald, “T will leave out the three present
cammissioners plus Hortt and Needham, ™

Om Friday, October 22, 1937, the weekly
edition of the Fort Lawderdale Shopper, n
“thromiveny” sustained by advertising and
edited by 0,0, Stiles, who also edited a
wetkly paper in Hollywood, was distrib-
uted throughout Fort Lauderdale. The
niews portion of the paper was largely
concerned with the city election, defended
the record of the three incumbent com-
miszioners, and was extremely critical af
BE.H. Gore and the Fort Lasderdele Daily
News. The Shopper ridiculed Gore's stand
for economy and peinted out that in previ-
ous yeurs the Oaily News had regularly
supported incresses in the city budgets.
The Skopper also derogatorily referred to
the Forf Lauderdale Daily News as the
"Daily Snooze. ™

The Shoepper article was not 0.0 Stiles’
only attack on Gore and the city commis-
sion challengers he supparted. Stiles also
distributed an ananymous circular that
made comments on each of the gty com-
mission candidates and contained a blis-
tering attack on Robert H. Gore and the

Fort Landerdale Dally News. It accused
Gore of using his wealth and pewer to
abtain spesal favors feom the eity, in-
cluding the paving of a public read that
led to the Gore home. The circular also
accused the five city commission candi-
dates who strongly opposed the thres
incumbents of being supported by the
gambling interests, the liquor interests,
and the “wide-spen-town erowd.” By
implication, the circular connected Gore
and his paper with those unsavory ele-
ments,®

Becanse of the nature of hig business,
Fort Lauderdale liquor store owmner H.J.
MNewsham, an arch for of the incumbent
commission, was especially targeted for
mttack. Newsham was labeled as a “Lig-
wor merchant” whose “chief sport |is] cheap
gambling” and an advecate of 8 wide open
town. The circular also stated that E.H.
Hart believed in "cheaper water and free
whiskey—teo cheap won't de.” [t charged
that M.A. Hortt, if elected, would “shuat
one eye on gambling as his past record
verifies” and also attacked Hortt as an
eIy of vnion labor. The arcular de-
seribed Hortt as a "Capitalist—against
Labor—Daily News candidate,” and con-
timued, “Politics makes strange bedfel-
lows—Imagine Hortt laying down with
Gore and Meedham—If elected, fur will
fiy before Thanksgiving and the old feud
hetween Gore and Hortt will be renewed
as after all Hortl a0t a YES MAN." OF
John W. Needham, who led the primary
ticket, the circular declared: "Politician-—
tax dodger and former mayor—past rée-
ord bad (see minutes City Commission
March 249, 1532 for record a5 tax dodger)-
-mayar during reign of gamblers, bootleg-
gers and wiretappers—Daily News wheel-
horse=Ifyou want an open Wwn support

this candidute—=Core will dictate this fiel-
low's metian=—=Lod ]'Il‘.-]p C'It-}' under Lare
Bule and Yellow Journalism.” Mrs,
Genevieve Pynchon was dismissed by the
circular as “A bad bet for decency,” and
accused of being supported by the most
UnNEHYOTY characters in the r_il._'.-'.

On the ather hand, the circular praised
Will J. Read, the strong man of the our-
rent city commission, in glowing berms.
Reed was described as “being fought tooth
and toe by every gambler in Broward
County.” Commissioner Frank J. Norton
was described as “Honorable—sincere—
fearless and honest—Defeated Gore in
his attempt to snatch five years free taxes
on the Governors’ Club—Agwinst gam-
bling though approached and offercd their
support.” The dreular alse gave incum-
bent city commissioner Joal M. Taul a
“Clean Bill of Health.” Thomas B, Manuel
and.John H. Durham, the two candidates
notinvalved in the incumbent versus none.
incumbent squabble, also received high
praise frem the creular. Manuel was
described as “the Next Mayor™ and as
being "against illegal gambling " Durham,
too, was declared as “against lawlessness
such as pambling and other forms of vice.”
Immediately following the distribution of
the circular, candidates Manuel and
Durham both came to the Daily MNews
office and disclaimed any knowledge of or
responsibility for the attack on the char-
acter of their spponents. ™

M. Hortt, when contacted by the Daily
Neuws, issued a vigorous response. T have
served this city efficiently as a cty com-
missioner,” he stated. "1 intend to serve
efficiently, practically, and to assist in
giving people an economic government
hased on sound business principles. The
records are open for anyone o examine. ]
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CHARACTER ASSASSINS A'ITACK FOES
OF “BIG THREE” COMMISSION GANG

DpilyMNews counter-attack on the
anonymous election circular.

CITY HALL RING TICKET
NOW CLEARLY DEFINED

ARDRYMoUS, Unlsbeled Clrcular Produced In Effort
Th Blast Down Opposition to Reed-Taul-Morton
Trley “Blg Thres™ Palnted As “Lily White”

suggrest that they be looked into because
the answer is in the records.” John W,
Meedham told the Daily News that no
answer was required and that “only a
pretty cowardly sort af individual or or-
ganization would make such an attack.”
Mevertholess, he went on ta defend his
record in greater detail:

“Everybody who has been here
any length of time knows that [
served this Lown in an efficient way,
and that | helped keep our operat-
ing expenses down, Everybody also
knows that | own some property
here and everybody who has asked
me has learned that | am opposed to
any “wide open town” proposition. |
Jjust think that this circular proves
how desperate the opposition hias
become and I'm not warried in the
slightest sbout its affect. Instead of
being a tax dodger, as this circular
chirges, I am just the opposite. Only
this week | had togive upseven lots,
on which the ety commission sold
tax certificates to Mr, Burns of
Miami, because | couldnt pay the
high taxes.™™
The circular dismissed H.J. Newsham,

a bitter eritic of the city commission ma-
Jority wha loudly voiced his determina-
Hon to “clean out city hall,” as a “Liguor
merchrnt—chiel sport chasp gambling—
suits Gore but not strong enowgh for Daily
MNews to openly support, Pass this one
up—wan't de—ogen town man.” Newsham
told the Daily News, "1 don't give a rap
about what's in this dirty thing. The City
Hall gang is against me. [ have said I'd
clean out the City Hall and 1 mean it |

mean, too, W clean out the Fire Depart-
meent, and I've told them se, They don't
like mme and this is their way of showing
t.” "Friends" af Mrs. Genevieve Pynchon
put a patd political advertisement in the
Fort Lauderdale Daily News in which
Mrs. Pynchon stated that the charges
against her were unfair. She emphati-
cally denied that she favored a wide open
Lowm,

The Fort Lauderdale Daily News re-
sponded to the ciroular in a furious man-
nir, attacking it as a "Scandal Sheet” and
calling its anonymous auther a "Charac
ter Assassin.” Then the Daidy News did
some investigative work and traced the
euthorship to 0.0, Suiles of Hallywood,
the publisher of the Fort Laudendale Shop-
per. B H. Gore made an issue of the fact
that the srcular did not carry a union
label. * Distrbution of the circular was
traced to Mrs. Lelah Losey, and she pro-
duced an alfidavit which follows:;

AFFIDAVIT

Before me a Notary Publicin and
fer Broward County, State of Flar-
idn, there appearsd Mrs. Lelah
Losay, who after being duly swarn,
deposed and said;

On Saturday morning the circu-
lars in question were left at my
house for distribution. I was not at
homae at the time, but my daughter
took the circulars and three dollars
as part payment for their distribu-
ticm, My daughter told me that they
had been left by Mr. 0.0, Stiles, for

whom I regularly distribute a weekly

circular. My daughter is acquainted
with Mr. Stiles.

My son told me there were same
“hot things” in the creular and said
[ had better show them Lo someone
in authority before distributing
them. | took a copy af the circular o
Chiefl of Police E':.ﬁ.i:mr, and M.
Kaiser told me there was nothing
illegal in the crculer and it would
b ml] right for me to distribute them,

| met Commissioner Taul on the
streot after | had shown the circular
to Mr, Kaiser, [ told Mr. Taul that [
had undertaken to distribute dreu-
lmrs in which his name was men-
tioned and [ told him that he sught
to sea L.

I had no intention of distribating
anything that might cause anyone
any Lrouble,

LELAH LOSEY

Sworn to before me this 25th day of
October 1937,

Marguerite K. Armbrust

My commission expires 5-9-39.9

The controversial city election was held
on October 25, and the resullts were re-
vealing. For Joel M, Taul, Frank J. Mor-
tan, and Will J. R-l,-qd, the three inoum-
bent commissioners, it was o crushing
diefeat, They finished soventh, ninth, and
tanth, respectively, This was the first
election since the city commission form of
gpovernment was established in 1925 that
not o single incumbent commissioner was
returnad to office. Moedham and Hortt
returned to office, after an absence of two
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years, iinishing third and fourth, respec-
tively, Thomas B. Manuel and John H.
Drurhim, the two challengers not invalved
i the anti-incumbent rhetorie, fnished
firat and second respectively. Obwviously,
Manuel and Durham received votes from
both factions, so their strategy paid off
palitically, Mrs. Pynchon finished in Gfth
place, thus becoming the first woman to
be elected to the Fort Lauderdale City

Commmissian.

The five anti-incumbent candidates fins
ished third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and eighth,
with the complete returns as follows:

1. Thomas B. Manuel 1,507
2_dohn H. Durham 1,437
d. John W, Neadham 1,410
4. M.A, Hortt 1,348
5. Mrs, Genewvieve Pynchon 1,232
6. H.J. Newsham 1,087
T.doel M. Taul TTT
8. E.H. Hart T61
8. Frank J. Norton THE
10, Wil J, Reed oy

The palitical broom swept clean. An
entirely new city commission was swarn
into office and quickly chose Thamas B,
Manue] as mayor andJoha H. Durham as
vice mayer., The new commission then
procesded to make a clean sweep of the
top city positions by means of mass fir-
ings, ity Manager Albert Marrill was
oustod and repleced by Jahn K. (Old Man)
Huaoy, o former commission candidate and
long-time city functionary who had served
in various city pesations during previous
pdministrations. City Auditor and Clerk
J.A. Warren, a former Broward County
tax collector, was fired and replaced by
Mrs. Floremee Hardy, Chiefof PoliceJohn
Kaizer was fired and replaced by E.B.
MeDaonald, who had previous law enforee-
ment expertence, Fire Chiel John Cody
was replaced by Jerry Carter, who had
previously held that office. The twenty-
five-year-old municipal judge, Edward
Heimburger, who was praminent in the
local Elks Lodge, was fired, but the com-
mission managed to pacify the Elks by
appointing A.L. McMillan, who was also
very prominent in that ledge, to the posi-
tion, City Recreation Director Ernst
Bratzel was removed by means of abali-
tion of the recreation position. Alse slated
for the "ax” was City Attorney George W,
English, Jr., who had held that position
for nine years, But English was tempor-
arily retained until current cty legnl work
eould be completed. This “current legal
work” was not completed until 1939, at
which point English resigned. Also tar-
geted for ouster was the long-time man-
ager of the Las (Maz Casino and wvery
sueceaafial mimming coach, the vener-

Thomas B, Manuel.

John H. Durham.
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able Al Gordon, who had held that posi-
tion since the opening of the Casino in
1928, and who had served during four city
administrations. But Gordon weas pro-
tected by contract and managed to hold on
to his position until 1536

The new city administration also dealt
with the budget in a "meat ax” manner.
Property assessments were redused by
ten percent, and the sty work foree was
reduced by mass firings, However, as so
cften happened in the Fort Lawderdale of
that era, the commission soon accumu-
lxted more than its share of critics, Hortt
had & falling out with Gore, as had baen
predicted by the infamous election-time
circular, retained his existing enemies,
and apguired new ones. John H. Durham
soon lost his pepularity, and it became
evident that John W. Mesdham's political
days were numbered.

In the 1938 election, Needham did not
geek reelection, and Hortt suffered a crushe
ing defieat, Antshing fifteenth in a feld of
eighteen candidates, with 343 votes, He
never ngain saught public office. John H.
Durham finished seventh in the primary
and eighth in the general election, He
lived in retirement until his death in
1946, Thomas B. Manuel and Mrs.
Grenevieve Pynichon were the only incwm-
bents reclected in 1939, However, since
he finished fifth, Manuel had to settle for
being cne of the commissioners rather
than serving as mayor. Im 1940, he was
called into active duty by the army and
resigned as city commissioner. He served
in combat in the Pacific theater during
World War I In 1946 Manuel returned to
the political fiald as an unsweseaaful can-
didate for a place in the Florida Senate.
Druring the 1950s he served as chairman
of the Florida Tumpike Commission under
Governors Dan McCarty and Leroy
Collins, "He died in 1987 at the age of
eighty-¢ight. Mrs, Pynchon did not run
for reelection in 1941, She died in 1943,
The city election of 1939 sent one message
that was both loud and clear—the era of
Hortt and Meedham was over.®

The other figures invelved in the ran-
corous 1937 election had varied futures as
well. BV, Pace, one of the twa inewmbent
commissioners who did nat seek reelec
tiom in 1937, deed the following year. Magyor
Lewis E. Moore, who alse declined to seak
ancther term, waged an unsuccessful
campaign for congress in 1938, He re-
turned to city govermment as mayor-
comrumissioner from 1509 wo 1941, and again
from 19561 to 1953, However, twelve years
later, Moore “went to the well” once Lo
often and made an unsuccesafiul attempt
to return to the commizsion. He died in
19E5, The commissioners that B H. Gure

labeled “The Big Three™ encountered
warious fates. The colorful Will J. Reed
made several unsuceessful efforts to re-
turn to the commission and never agrin
held elective public office. He remained a
conspicuous figure in Fort Lauderdale
until his death in 15944, Frank J, Norton,
well along in years at the time of his 1937
defeat, remained in retirement. Joal M,
Taul returned to the city commission from
1941 to 1947, and agein from 1948 to
1953, He died in 1964,

Robert H, Gore continued his aggres-
sive editorial policies. His personal feeds
with public figures became legendary, and
his numerous investments in Broward
County real estate continued o incrense
his already substantial fortune. Gore sold
the Forf Lapderdale Daily News to the
Chicage Tribune interests in 1963, but
remained a powerful figure in Broward
County until his death in 1972,

The 1937 aty election was significant
for severnl rensons. It was the Arst tme

that B.H, Gore took an petive and agpres-
give inberest in city palities. It was also
the first election in which not a single
incumbent cily commissioner was
reclected, Finally, this election demon-
strated once and for all that the system
which did not allow candidates to cam-
paign in the narmal pelitieal manner was
not warkable, The Fort Lawderdale Daily
MNews, the Fort Lauderdale Shopper, the
eleventh hour eircular, and others could
writeé or say anything that they chose
about and against any candidate, yet the
offended candidate was unable to make
an adeguate response, having to rely wpon
“friends” for any defense in their behalf,
Eventually, the rules would be changed to
copnform with reality. Only then could
candidostes for city affice campaign in the
normal manner. In the meantime, Fort
Lauderdale city palitics provided a unigue
and lively specticle, as strikingly demon-
strated by the election of 1337 and the
involvement of the Fort Louderdale Daily
News,

r. e
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THOMAS B. MANUEL
J. H. (Senater) DURHAM
JOHN W. NEEDHAM

M. A. HORTT
GENEVIEVE PYNCHON
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For material eovorieg the carmer of (Geonge G
Mathews, the founder of the Forf Leuderdale
Daily N, tha gathar rolied of U Mathiws fils
lacated kn the archives of the Broward Coanty
Historieal Cesmmisaion, Fast Lavderdali As éx-
callant charsctenization of Robert H. Gore, lang-
time publisker of the Forr Lauderdale Daily Neoa,
&as befand in Posd the Edge off Poveriy, by Gore's
prandsen, Form Lauderdale attersey Paul A Gorg
(Fart Laudardale; R H. Gore Company, 195600
The suthor ales relied on spproprinte ssues of thie
Fort Lavderdale Danly Neows, For characieriza-
gions of the persenalities involved b elty politics
daring the era 1905- 1957, the agther is debied
to big father, Fort Lauderdale atbeessy Hisgh
Limstar { IBA4- 19673, who was o keen obsorver of
thee politecal sceme and whe knee tbe leading
candidabin perssmally, Some of the maiorial is
based on the sothor's personnl keswladge.

Matkspwa fila in the archives of the BEroward
County Historical Commission.

Philip Weidking and August Barghard, Cheok-
ered Sunskine. the Stary of Ford Landerdals, 1707
955 (Gadrwsrville; University of Florids Fress,
1688, 7

Tha efficea] VB30 United Stabes Census resulis,
publiahid by the Caavernman L Printing Ofiss that
yoar, als contained the 1800 and 1820 figures.

Willinm Heise grrived s Feet Lasdardals in
1808 eo gerve as principal of the Fort Lauderdale
schiaol. The following year be started the Fort
Easdivdalr Herald. He published the paper umiil
1816, when ke 203 b and meved to Dalasd, Afer
i short stay in Deland, Heing moved to Conmectis
rut and resomed his work Bnoedeeaticsn He digd
suddenlyin I3L8, See Fleine's ohatanry intha Faeri
Lauderdalr Herald, Decomber T, 1918,

Conflicting nrcounts hisve liod to sorss conlssion
irvif thi date Fart Lasdendale’s municipal gov.
ermment wis cogarieed, The dates March 27,
1911 and March 30, 1911 are most frequaently
cited. Soe Weidlisg asd Burghard, Checkered
Sunehine, ¥ for a discasshon of this guestion.
Despite this uncertaingy, insorporation did not
Eecorme afficial umi] June 2, 1911, whes the wwn
charier was approvied by the Flerda Lenslabare

Gare, Past the Bdge of Poverty, 218

Mathewa File, Brewnrd County Historical Com-
mismiom archives,

Gure, Past the Edge of Poventy, 29 M,

Wl J. Basied 4 BT 115484 was p vory consperuoas
figure in For Lasdendals for irty-lour years.
and wak etive inocivic, fraternal, and sperts
wetivities. The late Breward Coanty Historian D,
CooporiC, Firk {1560: 159655 has related that Rosd
coacked o Lewn haseball team on whach Dr. Kirk
participabed dizring the 1930w

Wesdlicg and Burghard, Chechered Senidine,
BT9-281, contai=a e nases of the Fort Lauder.
dale sayors duning the town's Rrmative posrs,

Fort Lauderdale Dadly Mews, Ociober 4, 1937,

13 Weidling ard Burghard, Checkersd Sunshine,

14

12; The author’s personal know |odge.
Told to the author by hisfather, Fort Lauderdale
wtearniy High Loster.
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16 Samusl E Lawrenoe (185231 lived in Fort Laed-
wrdale only eght years, but hi sirtaizsly melds a
big kempression dusing that time. Armed with twe
degroes from Pordue, & veteras of Warld War 1,
and very active in the Ameron Legon and the
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Puhblic Safity is L#2R, Ho was a rigid, unbending
puritan who was determined toend vieein thesity
by striet enforcessent of ity laws. He made a
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Stase University. He was the suther of s texthook
in his fazld ns well & s somber of artesles in pres
fes=icmal journals and in The American Lagion
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furnishesd by the nuthors father, Fort Lauderdale
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weiihy i poraan sbom that tha ervtire aesou st sust e
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