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The story of the Fort Lauderdale mu-
nicipal election of 1937, perhaps the most
acrimonious election in the city's history,
and the part played by the Fort Lauder-
dale Deily News, has its roots deep in the
citys past. Originally titled The Fort
Lauderdale Sentinel, the newspaper was
established in 1911, the same year that
the Town of Fort Lauderdale was incorpe-
rited, In the twenty-six years that fol-
lowed, the newspaper toak an active role
in city governmental affairs, with both
the paper and the city hall reflecting the
personalities of their leaders, The conver-
gence, in the mid-1930s, of & number of
Browerd County's strongest and most
colorful characters, set against the back-
ground of the Great Depreasion, insured
that political contests would be especially
lively and memorable events. For the City
of Fort Lauderdale, the 1937 election
turned a spotlight on the contemporany
power structure and proved to be & turn-
ing point in beth municipal leadership
and electoral pelicy which would long
survive the immediate issues of the day.!

George G, Mathews, the founder of the
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, was born in
Alabama in 1855, His parents, impovers
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ished by the Civil War and embittered by
the Confederate defeat, decided against
living in & sountry “run by & bunch of
Yankees,” and moved the family to Brazil
shortly after the conclusion of the war.
Mathews continued to live in Brazil for
many vears before moving te Marlon
County, Florida, in 1882, He represented
that eounty in the 1893 session of the
Flarida Legislature, and, later that game
yonr, was appeinted United States consul
at Para {Belem), Brazil. He retained that
pasition for five years, and then returmed
to Marion County. Mathews returned to
the Florida Legislature in 1907, where he
emerged as a strong supporter of Gover-
nor Napaleon B, Browards Everglades
drixinage program, It was in this capacity
that Mathews made his first trip to Fort
Lauderdalein 1907 as part of a legislative
delegrtion investigating factors connected
with Everglades drainage. He moved to
Fort Lauderdale as a permanent resident
on December 30, 1910.%

Southeast Florida was largely empty
country when George G, Mathews arrived
on the premises, The village of Fart Lau-
derdale head s population of 143, and
Miami, the largest town in the area, had
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Political turmoil, @ common suh-
Ject of today's headlines, is nothing
new fo Broward County. For the City
af Forl Landerdale, ane of the mast
keated elections — and ore ahick
had a decisive tmpact on the munici-
pid power struciure — fook place in
October 1937,

In this article, Donald G, Lester
traces the city’s political baekground,
defines the issues of siake in the
rtertorable 1937 contest, and relales
the powerful roede played by the Fort
Lauderdale Daily Mews anad if2 ag-
gressive publisher, Governor Robert
H. Gaore,

Mr. Lester, who has writlen sev-
erad arficles on local pofitical and
legal kistory in past (zeues of Brow-
ard Legacy, iz Assistant Professor
Ereritus of History and Polifical
Setenee af Middle Georgla College in
Cochran, Georgita. A member of o
family which has lived in Broward
County since 1925, he is o graduate
of Fort Lauderdale High School and
the University of Miami, and cwr
rently lives in (lades County,
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a population of 5,47 1.% To the north, West
Palm Beach, the county seat of mewly-
ereatod Palm Beach County, had a popu-
latiom of 1,743. Fort Lauderdale remained
unincorporated, the nearest incorporated
towns being Dama to the south, which
hid incorporated in 1904, and Pompana
to the north, which had incorporated in
1908, The 1910 United States census listed
the population of these twoe corporate
entities as 269 each. Key West, with a
population of 19,945, was the largest city
south of Tampa in the state, In 1910, the
present county of Broward formed parts
of Dade and Palm Beach counties, with
the county line running through what is
today Cakland Park. The 1910 census
listed Dade County’s population as 11,933,
mnad the pﬂpu]aiimﬂ"i’ﬂm Beach, which
also included present-day Martin County,
ms 5,577, So George G. Mathews was a
Broward County pioneer in every sense of
the word

At the time Mathews arrived in Fort
Lauderdale, the village boasted one local
newspaper. I[L was the weekly Fort Law-
derdale Herald, which had been estab-
lished earlior that vear by Willinm Heine S
However, the Herald was printed in De-
land and shipped to Fort Lauderdale for
distribution, se in 1910, no paper was
printed locally in Fort Lauderdale.

George G. Mathews was a journalist by
profession, having published newspapers
in Bartow and Tarpon Springs. He there-
fore decided to start & weekly newspaper
to rival the already existing Herald, and,
on March 10, 1911, published the first
issue of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel,
Mearly three months after the first issue
of Mathews' newspaper mppeared, the

village of Fort Lauderdale was incorpo-
rated, with William H. Marshall as the
first mayor.* The new town adopted the
mayor-council form of governament, with
the muver and the members af the town
council elected separately.

After much political skirmiahing which
spanned o pericd of several years, Brow-
ard County was created in 1915 from the
northern part of Dade County and the
southern part of Palm Beach County. The
nEw county was named for the late Gover-
nor Napoleon B, Broward. Fort Lauder-
dale was designated as the county seat,
even though Danis and Pompano were
alder eorparite entities, and former Fort
Lauderdale Mayor William H. Marshall
became the first Broward County repre-
gaptative in the Floridn Legislature,

George G. Mathews had boen elected
mayer in 1913, succeeding Marshall and
thus becoming the second man to hold
that position. In 1918, Mathews made an
unsuccesaful efort o win election as
pounty judge, and two years livter he failed
in an effort to unseat Marshall as Brow-
ard County's representative in the legis-
lature,

By 1920, the United States consus listed
thi papulation of Fort Landerdale as ahout
2,000 and that of Broward County at
araund 5.00{0. In response to this growth,
George G. Mathews stepped up the publi-
cation of the Sentinel to twice a week, &
step likewise taken by the Herald, which
by now was being published by Fort
Lavderdale attorney Carl P. Weidling.
Then, late in September 1824, as the
Florida land bosm began to gather mo-
mentum, Mathews took the big step, and
the Fvening Sentinel, ss the paper had

Fort Lauderdale City Hall on the northwest corner of Andrews Avenue and
Southwest Second Street, 19305,
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Colonel George G, Mathews,

come to be known, became a daily.
Mathews continued to publish the paper
for several months before he sold it to the
Galvin brothers of Lima, Ohio, for
14000, In short order, the Galvins
bought out the Herald and renamed the
combined paper the Forf Lawderdple Daily
News and Evening Sentinel.

From the beginning of his Broward
County career, George . Mathews took
an aggressivestand on the political 1ssues
of the day. During the Napoleon B. Brow-
ard era, he strongly supported the gover-
for, particulardy eancerning the Ever-
glades drainage program, In 1916,
Mathews strongly supported the success-
ful gubernatorial campaign of Stdney J.
Catts, who, running on a strongly-worded
prohibiticnist and anti-Catholie platform,
defeated William V. Knott, the candidate
of the Demoecratic establishment. In 1927
Mathews opposed the erection of the new
Broward County Courthouse, Then, late
in his career, he served s president of the
loea] Townsend Club.*

From the time of his arrival in Fort
Lauderdale, George G. Mathews remaimned
extremely thrilled over the community's
prospects for the future. In 1926, he pre-
dicted that the city's population would
reach 50,000 by 1930, After his retire-
ment from his publishing enterprises, he
remained deeply invalved in civie affairs,
and subsequently made three unsuceass-
fial efforts to oblaim elsctive office, In 1927,
after the city government changed to the
commissioner-menager system, Mothows
was defeated inan sttempt to gain a pluee
on the first Fort Landerdale City Com-
mission. In 1928 he was defeatad in the
Demacratic primary for a seat on the
Broward County Commission. The fol-










































