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a Well-Connecte

THE CAREER

MARCE

When the early history of Broward
County is discussed, invariably the names
of William Cosley, Frank Btranahan, Cap-
tain Bill Valentine, or the Bryan family
come tomind, With the exceptionof Cooley,
almost all of these brave pioneers of the
south Florida wilderness were preceded by
somecne few in Broward County know,
L&, Deputy Surveyor Marcellus A. Wil-
limms. Though he began his career in
surveying about the same time as Gearge
MacKay, ancther who trekled the wilder-
ness of south Florida, Williama did not
draew hig lines in Broward until the 1870-

T1 surveying seascn. It is the Williams |

surveys wpon which many of teday's sputh
Florida property lines depend. Yet, this
manof motion wis not one dimensional; he
alan hﬁ:ﬁm: aneE -unf I;hl: !ﬁ:lu:rll:lm of @ Fi-
maus land ageney, Willkams, Swann and
Corley, and was one af the men responsible
for the first attempt at establishing an
intracoastal canal. He was one of the lead-
ing proponents af the drainage of the
Everglades and prodused some of the stron-
gest arguments for this cause. Thus,
although his surveying career led him to
the swamps and mosquitees of south
Florida, he was important to the develop-
ment of the lower peninsuls in ways mot
yet explored by the historical community.
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by Joe Knetsch

Baorn in Morth Carcling in about 1818,
Williams setthed in the neighbarhood of
Palutka and began rearing his family some
time in the mid 1850 The details of his
early life and move to Florida are unknown
atl present; however, we do know that in
1847 hehad jeined the crew of ULS, Deputy

AM)

Surveyor Arthur M, Randolph, who
etrongly recommended young Williams to
the Surveyor General as a qualified sur-
veyar, In Randolph's words, “Mr. Williams
has for cighteen months past been em-
plu}'ﬂ:ﬂu‘iu'l muin]nmiingﬂlatalandsand
in execuling my existing contrmct with

In Broward County and along Florida's Gold Coast, Marcellus
A, Williams is best remembered as the man upon whose survays
most property descriptions are based. As this article points out,
Williams® career in Florida spanned over forty years and covered
much of the peninsula, Equally at home in the wilderness and in the
world of business, Williams became a pariner in one of Florida's
foremost land selling firms, a position which often put him in the
thick of the state's unsettled political and financial scenes during
the Reconstruction and Gilded Age decades. Significantly, his
various activities allowed him to make the scquaintance of many of
nineteenth century Florida's leading figures, and these contacts, in
turn, led to additional opportunities. Willinms' remarkable vision
for the future of the south Florida wilderness, his diverse interests,
and the fact that he was indeed a very "well-connected man” make
him one of the more remarkable characters to pass through the
pages of Broward County history,

Dr. Joe Knetach, whose work is familiar to most Broward
Legaey readers, works as historian for the Florida Department of
Matural Resources in Tallahassee, and is o leading authority on
Florida land history. He is also a former Broward Countian and
served as a county Historical Commissioner.
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Marcellus A. Williams

Government for the survey of Private
Claims in the course of which he has ae-
quuired a competent knowledge ol the thesry
afl our profession and an ample and corred
acquaintance with the aperations in the
field.™ He was also recommendaed for the
job by General Benjamin Hopking of the
Florida Militia, who referred to Williams
as "My friend.™ Williams had, by 1849,
wan the admiration of his immediate boss,
Handalph, and one of the more powerfl
frantier personages in Florida, Hopkins,
This knuck for knowing the right people
wik Lo becharacteristic of Willinms' career
and life in Flarida,

In his early years as o US. deputy
surveyor, Willinms handled many private
claims along the S, Johns River and the
east coast of Florida. By 1851, he was a
regular surveyor getting steady waork in
the field and beginning to receive con-
tracts across the state. In 1851, he was at
Mellonville when the mail rider was re-
ported to have been shot at by two Indians
on the route from Mellonville to Tampa
Bay, He describes the incident as follows:
“When I first heard of this matter I disbe-
lieved it altogether but on Friday [ saw the
miin, exnmined his clothes, and the slight
injury received by him, and it leaves me no
roam to doubt that he was sctually shot at
by some persons, whom he does not pre-

tend to say himself. . .. He says that he has
frequently seen Indian signs in that re-
gion, knows that they frequent that
neightorhood, that it is visited by white
persans, and that he is satisfied that they
were [ndians who shot at him.™ This re-
port, along with others from the area,
almost convineed the state govermrment
that the Indians were ready to attack the
settlementsagain; howewer, the rider even-
twally admitted fabricating the story to
cover his drunkenness. But, before this
mdmission, the paLTILE I.lln:ll.'l.E' the frontier
was, again, well on the way to causing a

| major disturbance, Because of this inci-

dent, Coelone] John Winder, commanding
nt Fart Myers, insisted upon another mest-
ing with Chiel’ Billy Bowlegs. Bowlegs,
wha knew most of the particulars, was not
ina mood tolisten te removal talk from the
.5 Army and rejected Colonel Luther
Blake's attempts to discuss the matter
with him. Williams, while informing the
Surveyor General of the generally peace-
ful intentions of the Indians, decided to

| leave the fields of seuthern Florida and

survey some private grants in the Lake

George region.® He did this after consult- |

ing with Captain John Casey, the former
Indian agent who may have been more

negative towards the prospects of peace |

tham the situation warranted.

In February of 1852 Williams reported
upon another ineident which happened to
cause alarm along the frontier, thealleged
attack of Captain Aaron Jernigan upon
soma Indions and the death of o captured
squaw, This attack Willinms labelled as
*nothing but pillage.” and stated that
Jernigan had run off about 120 hogs and
butchered and sold some of them for per-
sonal profit, He added that the attack also
netted Jernigan some Indian ponies and
other goods which should have been turned
awer o the proper authorities. He then
quobed Henry A Crane as saying that the
attack was “altogether unnecessary and
improper.”™ As historian BrendaJ. Elliott
has recently pointed out, some of the
people Williams relied wpon for informa-
tien in reporting this incident are
questionable in their verscity and hod
motives of their own for castigating
Jernigan. Williams did note, however, that
he had discussed the death of the alder
Indian woman with M. Jr:n'iigﬂl‘l.. wha
told the surveyor that the woman had
“expressed repugnance to being sent to

Bowlegs.™ As a witnesa‘reporter of these |

two incidents of frontier life, Williams'
letters played o role in keeping the au-
tharities in St. Augusting and Washington
informed about the dangerous conditions
in the more remaote preas of Flarida. Unfor-
tunately, his sources were not unbiased,
and his reports reflected the constant ri-

walries of various factions on the Florida
frontier of 1850-52.

Marcellus Williama did niot escape the
usual probloms faced by the surveyors of
Florida's frontier, problems such as high
wiater, illness, and cecasional Indian
troubles. On February 23, 1852, Willinms
reported to Surveyor General Benjamin
Putnam:

For the last two months 1 have la-
beured under greater difficulty in
prosecuting my work than 1 hove
ever encountered before, and more
I imagine than has often befallan
any survepor. The regionof Country
bordering on the Kissimmes is a
perfect labyrinthof Lakes, Marshes,
Swamps, Hommocks and Prairies,
The difficulty in getting a pack along
in running Township lines has
caused me much delay, and to make
matters still worse 1 could not pre-
curcany supplics from Tampa, and
bt for the Kindness of Capt. Grafton
at Fort Meade [ should more than a
month sinece have been Compelled
o Quit the field in Consequence of
the want of provisions,*

Mearly two months Inter he continued
in this vein; “A lnrge portion of this work

: wgu.:imlmilﬂtbypﬂth hiorse and had to

be dane by taking supplics uponour backs,
an several sceasions we had towork in this
way for more than a week. | am satisfied
that taking the whole of the above work
together has been none worse in the State,
or that was rendered by its location mors
difficult of Survey.™ On August 5, 1853,
Williams wrote from Fort Capron that his
chainmen were sick and that he would
have to suspend operations in that area
until he could procure athers to take their
place.! Added ta the volatile Indian situa-
tion which he reported, Marcellus Willinms'
troubles mirrored the experience of most of
the 1.5, deputy surveyors who laid cut the
lines of the original government surveys of
Florida at great risk to life and limb.®
Under the term of Surveyor General
John Westeott, Williams conducted sur-
veys of private grants in the Doval County
area, eapecially onthe St Johns River near
today’s downtown Jacksonville.” He was
also involved in the survey of St. George
Taland, offof Apalachicoln, in thelate 18508,
which exposed him to the difficult task of
coastal surveying. " Just prior to the out-
break of the Civil War, Williams began
work for the Florida Railread of David
Levy Yules, moving from Palatka to
Fernanding in 1859 to facilitate working
on this important line, ™ In working on this
railroad, he cameinto contact with Samuel
Swann, the treasurer of the line, and Jo-
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seph Finegan, one ol the contractors for the
railway. His work for the railread appears
to have been surveying the probable route,
especially the Walde to Tampa link.™ While
working on the railroad line, he frequently
had contact with the new Surveyor Gen-
eral, F.L. Dancy, another powerful man in
state politics and the first Surveyor Gen-
il to be edweated at Weat Poant. Thua,
immediately before the beginning of the
War Betwean the States, Williams made
some of the most important contacts of his
life, some that would have an important
impacton the history of the Stateof Florida.

Apcording to his son, Arthur T, Wil-
limms, Marcellus Williams and his family
spent the first year of the Civil War in
Fernandina, no deoubt looking after the
railroad’s interest. In Januwary of 1862,
they moved to Waldo for the duration of the
confliet. Two of young Arthurs unecles om
his mother's side served in the Confeder-
ate forces, but he does not tell us what his
father did during the war, In 1886, the
family moved back to Fernandina, to their

5

home on the cormer of Ash and Minth
Strect.!

Willinms did not return to his pre-war
oecupation immediately, because the of-
fice of Surveyor General was not
reestablished until 1564, and ne contracts

L Map showing the progress of
surveys for the Florida Railroad

-‘:5!}_-':.:“3.- betwesn Fernandina and Cedar

Keys, 1860,

for surveys could be let out. However, in
early 1670, he contacted the new Surveyor

| General, Marcellus Stearns (who later

served as Governor of Florida from March
18, 1874 to January 2, 1877 and inguired
aboat the renewal of surveying contracts,
OmnApril 2, 1870, Williams wrote toStearmns:

=1 peed @ better from Gov Gleason dated 13
Uit Saying that you would lenve Washing-
tan on 19th & that oor instrsetions would
b imsued on Your return | am Very Anx-
bows to know when [ can Start So as to
employ a Schooner to take My Party down
to the Miami , . .** His partner on the
gurvey was to be the same "Governor”
Willinm Gleason. The alleged reason for
| thesurvey(and Gleason was given the title
of deputy surveyor also) was to mark the
lines between the area of Riscayne Bay
and the lower end of Lake Worth. There
can be little doubt, however, that the main
motive of these partners was the explora-
tion of & route for the establishment of an
intracoastal waterway. It is very curious,
aleo, that in Arthur T, Williams' sceount of
this survey, the only mention of Gleason is
that he provided a pontoon, presumably
| one left by the army at Fort Dallas. No-
where else does Arthur Williams mention
Gleason ns being with the survey crew!
Indeed, aside from himsell, the only other
people noted are James Daney {son of the
| former Surveyor General)l and a man
named Livingston of Pernandina. The re-

e

Fernanding at the time of the Civil War.




At right is Marcellus L. Stearns,
United States Surveyor-General for
Florida and later Governor (cour-
tesy Florida Photographic Ar-
chives). Below is the entrance to
the Everglades at the head of the
Miami River as it appeared in the
late nineteenth century.
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mainder of the crow, with the exception of
Creorge Norman, were unnamed blacks,
presumably from the Fernanding area. ™

Young Arthur T. Williams was anly
thirteen at the time of this imperiant sae-
vey and was ancious toview the wilderness
of south Florida. In his Memaries, he tells
u=, *Tt was the one desire of my life to see s
gure encgh live Indian.® This desire was
umpli.shpﬂ haefore ﬂ'bE_'p' left the W.H.
Hunt residence on Biscayne Bay, and
Arthur, as all young boys might, felt the
wrge to run at the first sighting. Hedid not,
however, and stayed around the Indians
long cmllgh ts make some short-term
friendships ™ These newly found fricnds,
particularly Young Tiger Tail, helped to
emooth over the now well-known incident
which took place because of Marcellus
Williams' inappropriate Hghting of o pipe
in the presenee of Old Alee (or Alex), This
story is bso Famaous insouth Florida lore to
bear repeating here,

After this incident at the camp on
Snake Creck, the party made its way to
Mew River. There, according to Arthur
Willinms, they camped, "about whaore the
City of Fort Lauderdale is now.” “At that
time,” he continued, “there were twa fami-
liea living on Mew River — a Mr. Brown on
ithe north side of the river waith his wife, twa
grown sons, bwo grown daughters, o boy
mhout 3 and another probably 14 or fifbeen;
and on the south side of the river opposite
Brown's place was g Mr, Hall with his wife,
ason and a daughter, These were the only
people living betwesn Biscayne Bay and
Jupiter Light House — a distance of about
80 miles.™ In his later Memories, the
younger Williams added the following
about these settlers; “Hall had a little
farm, but Brown seemed tomake hisliving
by wreck and beachecombing. He owned n
litthe schooner, which was manned by his
two grown sons.™= At this camp the sur-
vevors made their last sighting of Indians
on this trip to south Florida.

The second camp of the Williams party
an Mew River was located near “04d Fort
Lauderdale,” on a strip of beach between
the sound and the soean. Arthur Williams
noted that a grove of coconuts was growing
there, prabably, he apeculated, plunh:ﬂ by
the soldiers during the Third Seminole
War. He alan adds, interestingly: “At this
time the inlet to New Hiver was about five
miles South of this camp, the New River
Sound paralleling the ocean for this dis-
tance, but after Fort Lauderdale was
gettled, someona cut a ditch acrosa from
where we were camped, and it is now the
inlet to MWew River. The place where we
camped is now probably in the middle of
theinlet.™ A third compwas made on New
River, ®. . . down ot the meuth not far from
where the town of Hollywood now is.™
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Arthur Willinms also recalled avery pretty
tropical hammock situnted betwesn Mew
River Sound and Lake Mabel (Port Evers
glades)which sofascinated him that eleven
yenrs |loter James A. Harris and he pur-
chised this land. Lake Mabel, he tells us,
weas named after Harris" then gielfriend
and later wife, adding that the name first
appeared on & map that he made with
Major J W, Bushnell® The 1870 survey-
ing crew, pecording to Arthur Williams,
subsisbed mestly on wald turkey and fresh
turtle eggs which he procured from the
plentiful turtle nests on the beach, which,
ha nobed, were “on an average of every 300
fiont , , ¥

The surveving party left New Hiver
and headed northward through the inland
passage bo the Hillaboro River, where they
set up camp near the mouth. The second
camp on this waterway was near a point
where the river turned towards the west
and exposed o small promontory, ©. . . just
nhout opposite to where the East Coast
Canal eomes into the rver now.™ At this
camp, young Arthur passed his thirteenth
birthday and alao loat his little yellow hen,
which had been bitten near the head by a
rattlesnake. The voung boy stayed with
his pet, giving it small doses of spirits of
ammanis, The lad stayed up until about
10:00 o'elock in the evening doaing his
feathersd frend and thought ahe might
gurvive, but this was not to be. She died
very early on the following moeming before
young Arthur awoke.™

Following theinside ppssage, the party
headed further northward and soon ar-
rived at Lake Bocn Hatones, The crew
eontinued to work hard and finished the
sgurveys of this marshy area in a few days
time. They then went up to the area of the
ald "Orange Grove Haulover™ and finished
the contract in that place. The trip to

Jupiter Inlet proved to be a very lengthy

| o, lasting ever ten days because of unfi-

varwhle winds. Upon their arrival at the
iribet, the party was nearly swamped by the
breakers. Arthur Williams credits one of
the hired help with going to get the light-
house keeper to guide them through the
treacherous waters,™ By corly September
the crew had arrived safely back at
Fermandina after “a Very laborous Sum-
frers work. ™™

That surveying, as a profession, was
rewarding is common knowledge; how-
ever, like modern businesses that have to
rely on the government for payment, the
rewards were often slow in arfiving.
Though Marcellus Williams had tuened in
his work in mid-September, by February
7, 1871, he was writing the Survevor Gen-
arnl; “Will you do Me a great Kindness by
Sending the nextinimmediately as 1 greatly
need the money to pay the debts incured
for the Survey.™ To help tide himself over
between the federal contracts, Marcellus

Williams continued to work for the rail-
roads. In Febroary of 1871, David L. Yulee
wrote to Stearns nsking for hisapproval to
have the salt mareh ares near Fernanding
surveyed by Williams on behalf of the
railroad, which would azsume the cost of
this survey ™ This extra work was useful
in helping fend off creditors,

That Willioms remained close to
Bamuel Swann and other railroad men can
be seenin a letter of April 24, 1871, In this
letter, M.A. Williams asks the Surveyor
General tosend his instructions to Swann,
whi would farward them to him at Indian
River, where he was performing s survey
for the state. At this point in time, he was
again hesded down the coast to survey the

| lands between Lake Worth and Jupiter

Inlet.™ The Lake Worth survey, according
to Williams, would have been Anancially
disastrous had it not been for the state
| work he did on the trip down the coast. He

lost his boat, the greater part of his sup-
plies, and nearly drowned because of a
“hard blow® that forced him to beach hia
craft. To make matters worse, he had to
pack the gear and supplies which remained
inboaneoalthe worst sawgrass nreas he had
ever geen and face a hot south Florida sun,
which forced him te abanden the work.
Because of these problems, he had to re-
quest an extension of time on his contract
and purchase two mules bo complete the
work insuch difficult terrain®
Marcellus Willinms was not finished
surveying in south Florida. In 1872, he
received the contrivet to survey Key Largo
and other islands in the northern Keys,
Ewven this survey was delayed by a serious
sickness in his family, which delayed the
start af the survey by nearly twenty days.
Williama left Fernanding in the first week
of February of 1872 (not 1874 as his son
has written). He finished his work on this
difficult contract in mid-May of 1872 and
wrobe to M. L. Steamns; “T have gotten home
quite exhausted, and wish for a few days
rest. . . . | send you bwo pine apples gath-
ored from My Survey, and will as Soon ns
1 can get it Made Send you a walking cane
miade af Crab wood which was also cut
upon My Survey.™ Williams' survey of the
upper Heys was not the most thorough of
jobe. Years loter, when the Florida East
Coast Railway was extending across the
Keys to Key West, the engineers of that
marvebous feat found an "inland sen” which
they called Lake Surprise because it was
not an the Williams survey of Key Largo.
In all fairness to Marcellus Williams, it
should be noted that his notations of the
upper Heys observe a vast amount of man-
grove and buttonwood on the islands, which
would be impossible for a crew of four
(which is what he could get) tocut through
to find an “inland sea® like Lake Surprise,
A change of Surveyor Generals,

A pineapple clearing on Key Largo, 1871.
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Surveyors crossing the Everglades,

Seearns having become Lisutenant Gover-
nor under Governor Ossion Hart, did not
Badeweall for Williams. Ond Yetohoerd, 1873,
wit find Williarns soliciting the aid af Gen.
eral Horatio Jenkina, Jr., to intereede for
himn with the new Surveyor General, J.W.
Gilbert, Jenkins, who was obviously well
acquuinted with Williams, had agreed to
intéreede and had written a glowing letter
ofrecommendationon September 15, 1873,
but this letter did not have the desired
effect, hence the letter of October Gth, A
second letter to Willinm L. Apthorpe, Chief
Clerk in the Sur\'l‘.-yur Generals Office
s to havegotten the sorvect response, ™
More important, however, was the enclo-
guré to one of the Jenkins-Apthorpe
correspondence. The telling enclasure was
Marcellus Williams'*Rough Motes” on why
the Everglades should be surveved ™ Be-
cause of the significance of these notes,
both as description and prophecy, o large
selection of them follows;

The United States Surveys par-
ticularly on the Atlantic Const
have dlosed upon the Everglades
except in a few instances where
they penetrated a few miles into
its borders.

Under Act of Congress Sept,
26th 1850 all this region will in-
ure to the State of Florda, bt
under the ruling af the Genl Land
Office at Washingtan no patents
are isswed to the State until the

land iz Surveyed.

Mow with the present and in-
creasing desire to cngoge in
trapical productions, particularly
in fruits and Sugar Cane, it be-
comes of paramount importance
to the best interest of Florida,
that this section of the country
should be acquired in order that
it may be wtilized by grants from
the State or otherwise in reclaim-
ing this vast region, or at least
partly so, and thus opening to
profitable cultivation the only re-
nlly tropical portion of the United
Statis,

That it can be at least partly
reclaimed is beyond question. All
of the many streams Nowing from
the Everglades have considerable
fall at of near the deain of the
game, indeed the fall in some in-
gtances is so considerable as to
amount to almost 8 Cascade, By
deepening these streams at the
paint from which they flow from
the Everglades would let off an
immense velume of water. It
wiould in fact require compara-
tively mo great amount of labouar,
and no very large expenditure of
money o reclaim a large area of
the richest Marsh (intersperaed
with hammock islands) in the
State. Toreclaim thess lands and

render them Cultivablewould add
immensely to the wealth of the
State.

The Everglades nre fod chiefly

from the quu_'r ol thie Hissimmes,
thewaters fromwhich Valley emp-
tving into the great Okeechobes
Lake, which lake at its South bar-
der overflowsinto the Evergludes.
It would be practicable and deste-
whle to cut a Steam boat Canal
from Okeschobes to navigation
on the 58 Lucie river, a distance
of 20 miles, the effect of which
would be to reclaim and render
productive an immense area of
the richest Sugarlandin the State,
and at the Same time give Steam
boat Mavigation for more than
1000 mmiles wp the Kissimmes river
from the Okeechobes and give
Steam bopt novigation from the
head of navigation on the
HKissimmes, Down the same and
through the Okeechobee and by
canal ints St. Lucie, which con-
nects with Indinn river and thenos
up Indian river to the 3t. Johns
river near its mouth by the
Hillsboro Halifax, San Sebastian,
Morth mver and Pablo would re-
guire Comparatively but little
excavation to make the most at-
tractive Steam boat route in the
United States,

To Survey pn.nﬂlc] lines acraag
the Evergledes & milesar a Town-
ship apart, would give the

phy Sulficiently accurate

te establish the character of the

country . . n

Williams also asked that the survey
be don at a higher rate per mile than that
pormally paid to surveyors because of the
difficulty involved in such a territory, The
difficulty he foresaw could not be denied;
however, before he could get on with this
ardunus task, he was asked to survey mare
of the eastern Everglades.

In mid-July of 16874, Williams wrote
the Surveyor General that he had, * . . .
returned yesterdoy from the hardest and
mest expensive Survey that [ ever had
during more than 20 years experience.”
What had occcurred in ssuth Florida was
one of the longest dry spells in nearcly
twenty vears, and the surveyor had ex-
treme difficulty in getting to the aren to be
mensured, The canoes hie had hired were of
litdle e ta him under the circumstances,
and this meant walking and packing the
equipment on the backs of his workers and
himself, He began by teying to retrace the
survey lines of John Jackson, an earlier
deputy surveyor, and found the task very
difficult because the water level was solaw
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s Lo pu'l.-.-:]uﬂl,:- r.|1.'|:|i|:|. work in the Ever
glades, where canoes were normally used,
However, he persevered and completed
most afthe contracted linesin o fow months,
Still, the hard work seriously droined his
energies and coused him some financial
difficultics * Not until September 26, 1874,
a full two months after be had réeturned
hoene to Fernandina, was he able to trans-
mit his motes to the Survevor Ceneral for
inspection.™

Horatin Jenking jeined Williams in
hiz comtract to survey the Everglades in
early 1875, They would have started their
survey earlier, had the Commissioner of
the General Land Office in Washington
authorized the project sooner than he did.
The dl,n:l, therefore, had to request an ex-
tengion of time on their conieact until
August 31, 1875, to complete their con-
teacted work.” By July 17, they were
reporting to the Surveyor General that
they had completed the task and had run
their lines to the islands in Charlotte Har-
bor, particulardy Pine Island and Sanibel.
However, "The parallel or connecting line
between Townships 50 and 51 5. connect-
ing the survey east of the Everglades was
niot dome ™ They rationalized their actionof
niot finishing this line by stating that the
rainy senson wias approaching and that
they had decided to "hasten to the Western
borders, with a view of surveying this line
firat .. ™ Apain, they found the berritory
too dry o wse their eanoes: indeed the land
was s¢ dry that “A party of Miami Indians
were detained on the West side being un-
able to cross.™™ The failure to run this line
was the beginning of difficulties in align-
ing the township lines, a difficulty that is
still apparent to the casual viewer of any
Flerida mup depicting the area of the cen-
tral Everglades.

Om July 23, 1875, Williams and
Jenkins wrole to Surveyor General LeRoy
Ball that there were still enough signifi-
cant unsurveysd areas in the Everglades
and the surrounding islands to make more
contracts worthwhile. They noted that the
Everglades contained roughly 3,000,000
acres of land that may be made wsefiu] by
competent drainage and that the islands
alemg the west and southern coasts of
Florida were potentially very productive,
Their reasoning included the significant
detail thot many of the *Thousand Is-
lands,” including Cape Bable, were already
being cultivated and wers very productive,
They further stated that this rich land was
“ .. almost as Much unknown as Central
Africa.” Therefore, the duo argued that
mare work needed to be done in the area.
Of eourse, the surveyors meost qualified
and knowledgeable to do this wark would
be Williams and Jenkins,

One of the more agreeable aspects of

the 5|,|n'(l-l1_,ling' of the H'l.'l.'rglmiu'.-:, from
Arthur Williams' point of view, was the
renewal of friendship with Old Tuyger Taal,
whaom the younger Williams noted, “seemed
tohive entire by gottenover his susplicionof
ws and was in our camp very fregquently, ™

This late survey, which commencedin
the 1874-75 surveying season, was also the
last survey on which both father and son
worked as a team, By this time, the elder
Williams had entered into the lucrative
field oflond sales with Samuel Swann, the
former treasurer of the Florida Raileoad,
and Hugh Caorley, the register and recaiver
af lands before and during the Civil War,
always anactive promoter of immigration,
and later Commissioner for Land and I'm-
migration for the State of Florida. The
contacts with their old Seminole “friends”
would soom menn little in the plans of
Marcellus Willinms, as one of his first
maves in the land investment feld was to
apply to the Board of Trustees of the Inter-
rual Tmpm‘l.'l.:ml:nt Fund for the righi tosall
lanids south of the Caloczahatehes River
which had not yet been patented to the
atabe and weres the center of Indian inter-
ests in southwest Florida,*

The firm of Williams, Swann and
Corley was one of the principal actors on
the stage of land sales, or attempled sales,
in the State of Florida, then struggling
with the injunction placed upon such sales

by Francis Viese. Vose, who held the magor-
ity of the bonda for the defunct Florida
Railroad and other failed, state-underwnt-
ten enterprises, had persuaded the cowrts
to restrict the sale, granting, and purchase
of lands by the State of Floride, through
the Trustees of the Internal Improverment.
Fund. These injunctions were often at odds
with the goals of the state in encouraging
immigration into the unsettled portions of
its lands, and the government tried vari-
ous means to get Yose to cooperate. The
firm of Williams, Swann snd Corley was
given the contract to work with Vose and
try to sell as much of the state’s lands as
possible under the restrictions imposed by
the courts, The major thrust of the firm's
etion wins tosell as misch land as pIEIBBihl-U.
at prices sufficlent to reduce or eliminate
the debt certificates held by Francis Veose.
The firm, having been pppainted agents
for the Trustees, had to report to the re-
ceiver, the noted loaryer Aristides Doggett,
and to the Trustees all transactions and
return to the receiver all monies collected
from the sale of lands, After examination,
o recei pt would be given the firm for retorn
to the state treasurer, who would then pay
them from the Internal Improvement Fund
aecount. The conrt ruling in the affairs of
the Trustees initinlly allowed the firm to
gell for prices that they, not the Trustees,
considered fuir market valoe, and the pro-
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Indian village in the Everglades, c. 1893.
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Arthur T. Williams, ¢. 1880s (photo
courtesy of Fort Landerdale His-
torical Society),

vigion that the approval for such sales was
in the hands of the court-appointed re-
ceiver meant that the Trustees had no
control over lands of the state. This state of
affairsled to another round of legal batiles,
with the firm of Williams, Swann and
Carley in the middle of the in-fighting*
This complicated portion of Florida's his-
tory need not detain the story of Marcellus
A Willinms, except to note that these legal
battles took up much of the time and effort
of the firm and delayed the expected prof-
its from their ventures,

What is unique about Marcellus Wil-
limens' rale in the affairs of the 18706 is his
ability to be an active partner in a major
land zelling firm and, as noted above, con-
duct his business az a U.5. Deputy
Surveyor, The melding of these roles ia a
remarkable fact and leaves Williams open,
inmodern judgement, tocharges of conflict
af interests. Howeover, his career in the
feld of surveyving allowed him to view, fiest
hand, the lands known as swamp and
overflowed and make judgements which
oo other person in the state could. That he
used this knowledge to benefit his firm and
the interests of the Trustees, as seen by
the mores of his day, is very obwvious, This,
in the conbemporary viewpaint, did not

virdate gny sensibilities, as almost all of his
work, both as a surveyar reporting to the
Surveyor General and as a land agent,
reporting to the court-appolnted recsiver
and the Truatees themaelves, was done in
the open and was available for public in-

| spection, Throughowt the era, many other

cumpetitors attempted to underbid, ot
gell, and promise great changes which,
they implied, the Williams, Swann and
Caorley firm could not bring about. The
uncertain world of Resonstruction Flerida
politics was made even more uncertain by
such attempted manipulations.

The firm went through many trans-
formations during the 18708 and 1880s,
including a number of name changes and
shifting of the main partners, The only
constant among the principals was
Mareellus Williams. As anadded incentive
for the father, the son, Arthar T., joined
the firm as o clerk in 1876, in the Jacksan-
ville cifice of Williams and Corley (not
Cauley, as written in the WPA typescript
of Arthur Willinms' “Incomplete Motes™),
Young Arthur noted that he wasentrusted
with the task of collecting notes due to the
firm in such frontier nreas as Polk County
and that mest of the money taken in was
“Spanish gold doubloons.” Arthur worked
for the firm wntil Marcellus Williams de-
cided to close the Jacksonwville office in
1881."

The firm had been in the forefront of
stlecting swarmp and everllowed landa for
the state and had sold thousands of acres
under various contracta with new settlers.
Diring its existence, the various manifes-
tationa of Williama, Swann and Corley
played an important role in trying to work
out the problems of land settlement, the
financial burden of the Vose decisions, and
the attempts to return the Internal Im-
provement Fand to selvency. Only in the
farmer were they partially successful . Even
i labe as 1886, thefirm's letterhend baasted
Eheat ot owred 370,000 aeres of prime mid-
Florida land, And they were still writing
thi: Trustees, asking for that august body
to remit payments due to the firm for
comtrscts as old as 1873, As Marcellus
wmimﬂupninhpddultﬁﬂﬂ:-rrnmﬂ:‘NiM
wears s a long time o await such decision
— on an ordinary debt the interest would
nearly double it.™* The problems cansed
by the political nature of the Trustees
meant that many of the firm’s best efforts
were unrewsrded or rewarded in land
which, in turn, had to be sold to realize a
profit. Fortonetely, Marcellus Willigms"
first hand knowledge of the lands of south-
ern and central Florida allowed him to
select wisely on behalf of the firm.

Williamis also had an important role
in the famed Disston sale, which freed the
Internal Improvement Fund from the Vose

injunctions and allowed the state Lo get
back into the land-granting business. The
hsaton aale, as most are aware, was the
purchase of 4,000,000 acres of swamp and
overflowed lands for the price of twenty-
five cents per ncre, Within four months of
this sale, Hamilton Disston sold halfofthis
Innd toa s_l,mdiwh‘.' eeadesd b_'|l' Sir Edward
James Heed, a name which appears on
thousandsaf south Florida abstracts. Reed
hired Marcellus Willinms to make many of
his selections, which would amount to
2000000 neres. Hugh Corley, it will be
nated, was also hired by Reed to mannge
has sales office, and Corley hired Arthar T,
Williams as his clerk, thus reaniting the
old firm one more time. This arrangeosent
lasted for about a year, at which time
Corley resigned and Arthur Williams was
appointed in his place. Thus, the Williams
fiurnily pligped anineonsploucus, bt highly
important, role in the settlement of south
Florida as the selecting agent and sales
ml;lrm.gr:rnﬁhu Heed intorests in Flomida. ™

Marcellus A. Williams passed from
this waorld on July 2, 1888, In his will, he
left two lots and buildings in Fernandina
to his family, and the remainder of his
estabe, which was unspecified in the pro-
bate records, was to be divided equally
among the surviving family members. His
sons Arthur T. and Herbert P, were namied
executors, and his wife, Emma, was the
principal beneficiary. Named in the will
are Arthur T., Herbert P., Marcellus A
and Edwin K., the sons, and daughters

Hamilton Disston
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Kate, Emma, and Fannie, along with his
wife, Emma®™ In a not too uneommon
confusion, the 1870 census listed his wife's
name as Anna (aged thirty-four) and in-
duded ancther davghter nomed Sally, not
named in the will® No solution to this
little mystery will be offered here, cxcept to
note that, as modern experience has re-
cently taught us, census records are not
always the most accurate decuments.

Az aminor player on the Florida stage,
Marcellus A. Williams had an important
impnct on the developmentofsouth Flarda,
especially Broward County. His surveys
and descriptions of the land constituting
most of the county are still the basis of
almost all property holdings in Broward.
His promoticnal ability led to the settls-
ment of some of the arens of the county.
Williams' tiea te the Reed interests defi-
nitely had an impact on the peopling of the
region. Finally, through the many impor-
tantcontacts he had, Yulee, Swann, Corley,
Reed, ete., his role as a non-resident
promoter of south Florida can hardly be
denied. Marcellus Williams muay hivve been
a minor character in the grand play of
Florida history, but his connections make
him more significant than many more well
Enown ploneers.
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