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The year 1944 was of course a
memorable year in American as well
as world historv. World War II had
reached its eritical stage. Millions of
Americans were serving in the armed
forces, and millions more were en-
gaged in civilian war work., Depres-
sion concerns, which had focused the
entire attention of the country dur-
ing the previous decade, were re-
placed with the overwhelming war
ohjectives of 1941-1845. During these
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years, winning the war was all that
really seemed to matter.

In spite of the national obses-
sion with war issues, American elece
tions were held according to the regu-
lar schedule. In 1944, not only was a
presidential election scheduled, but
one-third of the United States Sen-
ate and all of the House of Represen-
tatives positions were at stake. Many
states also had gubernatorial elec-
tions. In Florida, Senator Claude

By the 1840z, the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, under the ag-

gressive ownership of Governor Robert H. Gore, took an active and
partisan role in politics on the local, state, and national levels. Dur-
ing the 1944 senate campaign, Gore used his newspaper to conduct a
vigorous attack on both Senator Claude Pepper and the New Deal
administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The race issue
also played o significant part in the campaign, emphasizing the fact
that, politically, Broward County remained part of the "Solid South.”
These factors combined to make the campaign one of the coundy's most
memorable and most contenfious.
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Pepper, staunch New Dealer and ar-
dent pre-World War IT intervention-
ist, faced a serious challenge to re-
main in the position he had held since
1838

In 1944, Florida was part of the
Democratic Solid South. The hold-
ing of an elective office depended
upon success in the white Democratic
primary, with participation limited to
members of the Caucasian race. Une-
til 1937, the payment of a poll tax was
a prerequisite for voting, According
to Democratic primary rules in effect
since 1901, a magority of votes was
required for election. In case no can-
didate received a majority of the first
primary votes, a run-off election was
held between the two top contenders.
The reason for this rule — which pre-
dominated in the southern states,
though not in the country as a whole
— was that in the South the Demo-
cratic nomination was tantamount to
election. The Democratic primary
therefore attracted a multitude of
candidates, and it was deemed im-
proper to award the nomination, and
thus the election, to the top vote-get-
ter if a majority of voters had voted
against him. The Republican party
existed chiefly as a patronage orga-
nization. In case the Republicans




World 'War II affected all aspects of life in 1844, Here, servicemen and
volunteers gather at the Fort Lauderdale Service Men's Center, lo-
cated in a building loaned to the city by R. H. Gore (courtesy of Allan

MeElhiney).

were able to win a presidential elec-
tion, local Republican chieftains
hoped to obtain "cushy” federal jobs.?

In 1944, race consciousness was
much in evidence in the southern
states, including Florida. Racial seg-
regation laws were in effect, and
white supremacy was very much a
viable political position. Whenever
the race issue surfaced in a primary
election campaign, all of the candi-
dates usually took the same side,
each claiming that he was strong and
gincers on the issue, while his oppo-
nents were soft and insincere, Often
the total vote in the Democratic pri-
mary was larger than the vote in the
general election. Unlike man;rstu.hak.
which have “open primaries,” partici-
pation in Florida's Democratic pri-
mary was—and is—confined to reg-
istered Democrats, and in 1944, be-
cause of the racial restriction, the
Democratic party was a "white
person's party.”

In Broward County, as in many
other communities throughout the
country, the local press playved a lead-
ing part in the political scene. And,
in 1944, the Fort Lauderdale Daily
News wielded much political influ-
ence, The history of the Daily News
and its predecessors in many ways
paralleled the political history of the

city and county, and set the stage for
the memorable senatorial contest of
1944,

George G. Mathews, the
founder of the paper, was born inAla-
bama in 1855. His parents, impov-
erished by the Civil War and embit-
tered by the Confederate defeat, de-
cided against living in a country “run
by a bunch of Yankees,”" and moved
the family to Brazil shortly after the
coniclusion of the war. Mathews con-
tined to live in Brazil for many years
before moving to Marion County,
Florida, in 1882, He represented that
county in the 1893 session of the
Florida Legislature, and, later that
game year, was appointed United
States consul at Para (Belem), Bra-
zil, by President Cleveland. He re-
tained that position for five years,
and then returned to Marion County.
In 1907, he returned to the Florda
Legislature, where he emerged as a

| strong supporter of Governor Mapd-

leon B. Broward's Everglades drain-
age program. It was in this capacity
that Mathews, in 1907, made his first
trip to Fort Lauderdale as part of &
legislative delegation investigating
factors connected with drainage. He
moved to Fort Lauderdale as a per-
manent resident on December 30,
19102
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At the time Mathews arrived in
Fort Lauderdale, the village boasted
one local newspaper, the weekly Ford
Lauderdale Herald, which had been
established earlier that year by Will-
iam Heine, However, no paper was
printed locally; the Herald was
printed in Deland and shipped to Fort
Lauderdale for distribution.

A journalist by profession, hav-
ing published newspapers in Bartow
and Tarpon Springs, Mathews de-
cided to start a weekly newspaper to
rival the already existing Herald, and
on March 10, 1911, published the first
iggue of the Fort Lauderdaole Senti-
nel, Mearly three months after the
first issue of Mathews' newspaper ap-
peared, the town of Fort Lauderdale
was officially incorporated by the
state legislature, with William H.
Marshall as the first mayor.®

After much political skirmish-
ing, which spanned several years,
Broward County was created in 1815
from the northern part of Dade
County and the southern part of
Palm Beach County. The new county
was named after the late Governor
Broward, whose drainage program
had done much to open the region for
agriculture and settlement. Fort
Lauderdale was designated as the
county seat, even though Dania and
Pompano were older corporate enti-
ties, and former Fort Lauderdale
Mavor Marshall became the first
Broward County representative in
the state legislature.

;. Mathews was elected
mayor of Fort Lauderdale in 1913,
becorming the second man to hold that
pogition. Im 1918, he made an un-
suceesaful effort to win election as a
county judge, and two years later
failed 1n an attempt to unseat
Marshall as Broward County's rep-
resentative in the legislature.®

By 1920, the United States cen-
sus listed the population of Fort Lau-
derdale as about 2,000, and that of
Broward County as approximately
5,000, In response to this growth,
Mathews stepped up publication of
the Sentinel to twice a week, a step
also taken by the Herald, now pub-
lished by Fort Lauderdale attorney
Carl P. Weidling. Then, late in 1924,
as the Florida land boom began to

| gather momentum, Mathews took
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the big step, and the Evening Senti-
nel, as the paper had come to be
known, became a daily. Mathews

continued to publish the paper for |

several months before he sold it to
the Galvin brothers of Lima, Ohio,
for $140,000. In short order, the
CGalvins bought out the Herald and
renarmed the combined paper the Fort
Lauderdale Daily News and Evening
Sentinel ®

From the beginning of his
Broward County career, George G.
Mathews took an aggressive stand on
the political issues of the day, setting
a precedent that would be followed
by subsequent publishers of the
newspaper. During the Napoleon

Broward era, he continued his strong |
support for the governor, particularly |

concerning the Everglades drainage
program. In 1916, Mathews vigor-
ously supported the successful guber-
natorial campaign of Sidney J. Catts,
who, running on a strongly worded
prohibitionist and anti-Cathelic plat-
form, defeated William V. Knott, the
candidate of the Democratic estab-
lishment. In 1927, Mathews opposed
the erection of the new Broward
County courthouse. Then, late in his
career, he served as president of the
local Townszend Club.

From the time of his arrival in
Fort Lauderdale, Mathews remained
extremely thrilled over the

community's prospects for the future, |

Im 1925, he predicted that the city's
population would reach 50,000 by
1830, After his retirement from his
publishing enterprises, he remained
deeply involved in civic affairs, and
subsequently made three insuccess-
ful efforts to obtain elective office, as
city commissioner in 1927, as county
commissioner in 1928, and again as
city commissioner in 1929, That fi-
nal defeat, when he was seventy-four
years old, ended Mathews’ efforts to
win elective office. Nevertheless, he
continued to be active in civie enter
prises and political causes, remain-
ing a colorful and conapicuous fgure
in Fort Lauderdale until his death in
1944 in his eighty-ninth yvear,

The middle of the 19208 wit-
nessed the height of the Florida land
boom. Prices skyrocketed, The
Galvin brothers took advantage of the
business boom and sold the Fort Lau-

Robert H. Gore

derdale Daily News to Thomas and
Horace Stilwell for 2480,000. The
Stilwell brothers soon ran into finan-
cial trouble as the boom started to
break. The downturn in business
was accompanied by a devastating
hurricane in 1926 which played
havoe with much of south Florida and
destroyed much of Fort Lauderdale.
Property damage in Hollywood and
Miami was also extensive, but the
largest death toll was in the tiny town
of Moore Haven, situated on the
southwestern shore of Lake
Okeechobee. Of the 392 reported
Florida deaths caused by the storm,
Moore Haven counted for 300,
Nineteen twenty-sight brought
the failure of the Fort Lauderdale
Bank and Trust Company, and, later
that year, a second devastating hur-

| ricane, Thus, by the waning vears of

the 1920s, south Florida had entered
a period of hard times which seon
melted into the Great Depression, by
far the longest and most severe eco-
nomic disaster in American histary
This was the situation when Robert
H. Gore of Chicagoe appeared on the
Fort Lavderdale scene and bought

the Daily News from the Stilwell
brothers for $75,000. The fact that
Gore paid only one-sixth of the
amount that the Stilwells had paid
the Galvins three yvears previously
indicates the tremendous drop in
prices during the Depression years.”

Robert Hayes Gore was born in
KEnottsville, Kentucky, on May 24,
1886. He entered 3t. Mary's College
in 8t. Mary, Kentucky, where he fin-
ished his college work and graduated
in two years., After several nonde-
script jobs, Gore began his career in
journalism as a reporter for the
Owensboro Inguirer. After stints
with several other newspapers in the
Midwest, he came up with the idea
of selling insurance through newspa-
pers and having paper boys collect
the premiums when they made their
regular collections. The idea caught
on, and Gore eventually became in-
volved primarily in the insurance
business.®

His newspaper work also led
Gore into the political field. In 1912
he supported Theodore Roosevelt
when the former president attempted
a political comeback by running as
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the presidential candidate of the Pro-
gressive Party Inm 1920, Gore cam-
paigned for the release of the famed
SBocialist leader and five-time presi-
dential candidate Eugene V. Debs,
whoe was languishing in a federal
prison for violating the espionage
laws during World War I. In a news-
paper editorial, Gore called Debs a
martyr and made the astonishing
comparison of the Socialist leader
with John Brown,?

In 1929, Gore was in Fort Lau-
derdale, and there paid a visit to the
Fort Lauderdale Daily News to sell
insurance. His conversation with
Tom Stilwell developed into a strange
turnaround. Instead of buying Gore's
insurance plan, Stilwell offered the
paper to Gore for $90,000. In return,
Gore offered £75,000, which Stilwell
eventually accepted. Hobert H. Gare
would publish the Fort Lauderdale
Daily News for the next thirty-four
vears, Throughout this period, he
kept a very firm grip on the opera-
tions and policies of the newspaper.

Gore was an early backer of
Franklin D. Roosevelt for the Demo-
¢ratic presidential nomination in
1832, He had first met the future
president in 1931, After Roosevelt
was nominated on the fourth ballot
at the Democratic National Conven-
tien in Chicago, Gore became active
in his campaign, working closely with
the Democratic National Committee.
In 1932, the country was in the throes
of the Great Depression, which was
called by eritics of the Hoover admin-
istration “the Hoover Depression.”
The Democrats took advantage of
such popular sentiment and scored a
landslide victory. Roosevelt defeated
the incumbent president by a mar-
gin of 472 electoral votes to fifty-nine,
and carried forty-two of the forty-
eight states. The Democrats also won
a substantial majority in both houses
of Congress.

With this victory, the Democrats
took control of the White House for
the firat time in twelve years. Many
“deserving” and patronage-hungry
party members, having been pushed
away from the public trough for a
dozen years, hungered for the spoils
of office. Robert H. Gore got in line
with other “Deserving Democrats® to
wait for the epoils of office, having

his eve on the position of collector of
internal revenue. Whether or not
Gore had any real chance of obtain-
ing such a powerful and prestigious
position is far from certain, since he
found himself in competition with
genuine political and financial heavy-
weights, most of whom had a record
of party regularity far longer than
Gore's,

Regardless of his initial pros-
pects, any chance that Gore might
have had for the position “went down
the drain” as a result of an ill-advised
speech in Havana, Cuba, where a
group of “Deserving Democrats” went
for a victory celebration. In a speech
before a group of prominent Ameri-
cans and Cubans, Gore told the Cu-
bans to end the unrest then plagu-
ing their country, or the new Ameri-
can president would send an army to
“do the job for you." The audience,
both Cuban and American, was
stunned.!®

During the early part of 1933,
Cuba was under the grip of the
Machado dictatorship, but there was
much unrest throughout the island,
The Platt Amendment was still in ef-
fect, and, as a result, many Cubans
were very touchy, to the point of be-
ing parancid, on the subject of Ameri-
can intervention, Gore's intemper-
ate remarks destroyved any chance he
may have had to become collector of
internal revenue, but he could not be
pushed away from the public trough
so easily. He had loyally supported
the party’s national ticket, and, ac-
cording to the rules of the political
game, had “to be taken care of " So,
in due time, Robert H. Gore was ap-
pointed Governor of Puerto Rico, His
nomination was confirmed by the
senate, and Gore and his family
moved to San Juan, Puerte Rico,

where the new governor assumed the
duties of office.

Governor Gore's inaugural ad-
dress lasted twenty minutes, and,
during that speech, he made two pro-
posals that did not sit well with many
people in the United States. First he
advocated cock fighting and sup-
ported promoting that barbarous ac-
tivity as a national sport to attract
tourists to the island. Many Ameri-
cans could not help but wonder at the
caliber of tourists who would be at-
tracted by that cruel “sport.” Hu-
manitarian organizations in the
United States were outraged and
complained to President Roosevelt,
who referred them to the proper gov-
ernment agencies. Apparently the
matter was eventually lost in the gov-
ernment bureaucracy, Gore's second
proposal was that there be a vast mi-
gration of Puerto Ricans to Florida.
Puerto Ricans had already been set-
tling in NewYork City, and Gore com-
mented that New York was too far
away and the climate unsuitable for
Caribbean emigrants. Florida, he
pointed out, was much closer and had
a climate similar to that of the island
territory. No doubt this proposal
pleased many New Yorkers, but it in-
furiated most Floridians, including
Governor Dave Sholtz, whoe publiely
denounced the scheme. This dispute
was probably the cause of the
longstanding feud between Gover-
nors Gore and Sholtz.

Upon taking office, Robert H.
Gore found himself facing an impos-
gible task. He was confronted with a
no-win situation, atbempling to gov-
ern a territory bitterly divided over
a number of issues, the most notable
being the future status of the island
in relation to the United States, One
faction favored complete indepen-

N

R. H. Gore taking the oath of office as Governor of Puerto Rico, 1933,
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dence, while another favored state-
hood. Still another was willing to
settle for commonwealth status.
MNone of the groups were satisfied
with the current situation, and this
dissatisfaction led to much violence,
including attempts on the governor's
life.

In addition to dealing with this
difficult situation, Gore had a feel-
ing that he was losing the support of
the Roosevelt administration. His re-
lationship with James A. Farley,
chairman of the Democratic National
Committes and now postmaster gen-
eral, had become estranged as a re-
gult of the Havana speech. Faced
with mounting difficulties, Gore re-
signed as Governor of Puerto Rico in
Jamoary 1934, He had served only
six months, but he cherished the title
of “Governor” for the rest of his life."

In 1936, Gore established his
official residence in Fort Lauderdale,
where he owned the mewspaper he
had purchased six years earlier. Soon
after settling in the city, he also be-
came a principal downtown property
owner. At the urging of Fort Lau-
derdale attorney George W. English,
Jr., he purchased the unfinished Will
Mar Hotel, a casualty of the collapse
of the Florida boom, which had re-
mained an eyesore for over a decade,
Gore completed the unsightly skel-
eton structure, and opened it for busi-
ness as the Governor's Club Hotel in
the fall of 1937. The Governor’s Club
became Robert H, Gore's greatest
property acquisition and remained
Fort Lauderdale’s most famous and
prestigious hotel for the next forty
YRATS,

As previously noted, Gore, in his
capacity as publisher of the Forf Lau-
derdale Daily News, maintained firm
control of the paper’s policies. He
took strong stands on issues, person-
alities, and candidates, on the na-
tional, state, and local levels. Some
of his personal fewds became legend-
ary. His rift with Franklin D,
Roosevelt, for example, became
deeper, and Gore eventually became
an outepoken eritic of Roosevelt and
his policies.

Gore flourished during the era
of personal journalism. At the
present time, it is close to impossible
to determine the person responsible

for the editorial opinions expressed
in the daily press, Responsibility is
hidden behind a maze of faceless cor-
porations and editorial boards, But
during the vears 1920-1963, every
knowledgeable person in Fort Lau-
derdale knew who was responsible
for the opinions expressed in the Fort
Lauderdale Daily News, He was
Robert H. Gore, the publisher of the
paper.'*

The first of Gore's open feuds
with persons of political importance
came in 1936, when the Fort Lauder-
dale Diaily News opened a torrent of
abuse against the local congressman,
J. Mark Wileox of West Palm Beach.
Wilcox was born in Willacoochee,
Georgia, in 1880, In 1910 he had
graduated from the Mercer Univer-
ity law school, where his classmates
had included Fort Lavderdale attor-
neys Dwight L. Rogers and John E.
Morris, He had arrived in West Palm
Beach from Brunswick, Georgia, in
1925, and seven years later scored a
political upset that attracted national
attention when he defeated Ruth
Bryan Owen, the daughter of Will-
inm Jennings Bryan, in a congres-
sional election. Wilcox, the chal-
lenger, favored repeal of the prohibi-
tion amendment, while Mrs. Owen,
the incumbent and the first woman
elected to Congress from the Deep
South, was loyval to the political prin-

| eent national sales tax.

ciples of her father and favored re-
tention of the amendment. Wiloox
was reelected in 1934 against nomi-
nal opposition, and with the support
of the Fort Lauderdale Daily News.

As the Great Depression lin-
gered on, Florida politics experienced
& marked leftward drift, the move-
ments to the left of the New Deal re-
ceiving much popular support
throughout the state. Huey Long's
*Share Our Wealth" program at-
tracted many Floridians, as did the
Townsend old-age pension plan, This
plan, conceived by Dr. Francis E,
Townsend of Long Beach, California,
proposed having the United States
government pay a pension of $200 a
month to every person over sixty
vears of age. A total of 3400 a month
for a man and his wife was a tremen-
dous sum during those lean Depres-
gion years. There was one condition
attached to the proposal—the recipi-
ent would be required to spend the
$200 in the United States within one
month, insuring more money in cir-
culation. The Townsend plan pen-
sions would be financed by a two per-
Townsend
clubs sprang up across Florida dur-
ing the mid and late 1930s, and de-
veloped tremendous political clout.
In 1936, and again in 1938, Florida
office seekers had to be prepared to
declare themselves on the Townsend

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
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Plan, and, needless to say, most
Florida politicians supported the
plan. One of the few exceptions was
the fourth district congressman, J.
Mark Wilcox of West Palm Beach,
who declared his opposition, and thus
became the favorite target of the
Townsend clubs during successive
CAmpaigns.

In order to understand the po-
litical climate of the time, it must be
emphasized that the “leftward drift”
of Florida politics during the 1930s
had nothing to do with Communism
or Socialism, The people were sim-
ply reacting to the cruel economic re-
alities of the Great Depression. In
fact, this “leftward drift”™ had very
little to do with what passes for lib-
eralism today.

Townsend strength was further
indicated in the June 1936 Demo-
cratic primary, when little-known
Miami attorney Pat Cannon, twice an
unsuccessful candidate for the Miami
City Commission, launched a serious
challenge against two-term incum-
bent Congressman Wilcox. Cannon
enjoyed the all-out support of the
Townsend clubs. Robert H. Gore,
through the pages of the Forf Lau-
derdale Daily News, also gave full
support to Cannon,. For some rea-
son, Gore had had a definite falling
out with Wileox since the 1934 Demo-

Dr. Francis E. Townsend,
eraator of the Townsend Plan.

cratic primary. Editorial after edito-
rial eriticized the incumbent con-
gresaman,'

While confronting the formi-
dable congressman, Gore met his

. match in the matter of political vitu-

peration. Wilcox was a "street
fighter” and could certainly equal
Gore in trading insults. In a speech
at Fort Lauderdale’s Stranahan Park,
Wilcox denounced Gore by name,
ridiculed Gore's record as Governor
of Puerte Rico, made a number of
unflattering references to Gore's
character, and gave his side of the
differences with Gore. Wilcox
claimed that Gere demanded that
certain people be appointed to federal
patronage positions, and that he re-
fused to comply, Wilcox won the
Demaocratic primary contest, but the
Townsend clubs’ support of Cannon
made the contest closer than had
originally been expected.™

Fort Lauderdale attorney The-
mas E. Swanson was the Republican
candidate to oppose Wileox in the
November general clection, and an-
nounced his all-out support of the
Townsend Plan. The Townsend clubs
throughout the Fourth Congressional
District announced their support of
Swanson. This development greatly
concerned the Democratic leaders.
Although the Democratic nomination
was normally tantamount to election,
the Townsendites were single-issue
voters and felt very strongly concern-
ing that issue. Democratic leaders
were not sure that the party ranks
would hold. Gore also gave his com-
plete support to Swanson. Neverthe-
less, party ranks held firmly enough
for Wilcox to retain his seat by a com-
fortable margin. Thus 1936 waz a
banner yvear for Wileox. In June and
again in November he defeated both
the Townsendites and Robert H. Gore
and the Fort Lauderdale Daily
News ™

Nineteen thirty-six was also a
watershed year for Gore and his
newspaper. That vear marked the
beginning of the publisher's public
controversies with state and national
political figures. Fred P. Cone was
elected governor with the strong sup-
port of Broward Sheriflf Walter R.
Clark and Fort Lavderdale attorney
John D. Kennedy. Gore also sup-

ported Cone, and, as a reward, was
appointed by the new governor to the
Florida Board of Control.

In the vear 1936, Florida's two
longtime United States senators died
within six weeks of each other. Park
Trammell, in office since 1917, died
on May 8, and Florida's senior sena-
tor, Duncan U, Fletcher, in office
gince 1908, died on June 17. Ina
special Democratic primary to fill
Trammell's unexpired term, Charles
0, Andrews of Orlando, a little-
known former circuit judge who
vears before had presided over a pan-
handle circuit, scored an upset vie-
tory over the better-known former
governor, Doyle E. Carlton of Tampa.
Andrews' victory was largely the re-
sult of the support he received from

| the powerful Townsend clubs. In the

contest to fill Fletcher's unexpired
term, Claude Pepper, a young Talla-
hassee attorney whoe had barely
missed unseating Trammell two
years previously, was unopposed in
the Democratic primary and had no
Republican opponent in the Novem-
ber general election. Pepper was to
be a major force in Florida politics for
the next fifty-three vears. ™

Claude Pepper was born in
Dudley, Alabama, September 8, 1900,
He graduated from the University of
Alabama in 1921 and the Harvard
Law School in 1924.7 At Harvard he
was a clasamate of Fort Lauderdale
attorney George W. English, Jr. Pep-
per taught at the University of Ar-
kansas Law School during the 1924-
25 school year, then decided to go into
the private practice of law, and in
1925 moved to Perry, Florida. In
1928, he entered the Democratic pri-
mary in an effort to gain a seat in
the state legislature, and managed to
defeat the incumbent. While he was
in the legislature, a vote took place
on a8 house resolution which would
be forgotten for more than half a cen-
tury, but would be revived in the
1980s for obvious reasons.

In 1929, soon after the Hoovers
moved into the White House, Mrs.
Hoover gave o tea for congressional
wives, It so happened that Congress-
man Oscar DePriest, a Chicago Re-
publican, was a Negro. The invita-
tions were delivered, the tea was
held, and Mrs. DePriest attended,
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Senator Duncan U. Fletcher

That should have been the end of the
matter, but it was not. On June 17,
1829, Representatives Way of
FPinellas County and Getzen of
Sumter County intreduced a resolu-
tiom in the Flonda House which read:

Whereas, it has become com-
mon knowledge that at a social
function held in the city of Wash-
ington af the White House, the
official residence of the president
of the United States, presided
over by the wife of the president,
a negro woman by the name of
DePriest was entertained and re-
ceived on terms of equality with
the white ladies present;

And whereas, we belicve
that social intercourse between
the white and black races is con-
trary to decency and subversive
to the best interests of all parties
coneErned;

And whereas, there has al-
ways existed in the southern
states and always shall exist, a
line of demarcation between the
social status of the white and
REEre races,

And whereas, during the
presidential campaign in the year
1928 the charge was made that
Herbert Hoover, then a candidate

Senator Claude D. Pepper

for president of the United States,
and now president, had by order
as secretary of commerce directed
that no distinction, so far as seg-
regation was concerned, should
be made between the white and
negro employees of said depart-
mend, which charge was denied
by the allies and supporters of the
said Herbert Hoover;

And whereas, the electorate
of the state of Florida, believing
that the said Herbert Hoover
would discourage social equality
and deny to the negro what has
always been denied, did give to
the said Herbert Hoover a major-
ity of the votes cast in the national
election held on the sixth day of
November, 1928, and the electoral
votes of said stote of Florida:

Now, therefore, be it re-
solved by the house of represen-
tatives of the state of Florida that
the act of Mra. Hoover in thus en-
tertaining a negro Woman on a
parity with white ladies was both

shameful and disgraceful, and if
persisted in will destroy the pres.
tige of the Anglo-Saxon race and
set at naught the social fabric of
the country that has for ages
guarded and kept sacred the pu-
rity of our Anglo-Saxon blood
which stands for the highest type
of Americanizm,

Be it further resolved that
Hon. Glenn B, Skipper, republi-
can nafional committeeman for
the state of Florida be requested
and urged to convey to the presi-
dent of the United States the ear-
nest protest of the house of repre-
sentatives and that he wse hiz in-
fluence with the president to the
end that inecidents hereinbefore
alluded to be discontinued.

Be it further resolved that
thiz resolution be entered on the
Journal of the house of represen-
tatives that it may stand for all
time as a protest against any ef-
fort to accord the negro race so-
cial equality with the white race,




The resolution passed by a vote
of seventy-one to thirteen, Claude
Pepper had the good luck to vote with
the sppoesgition. That meaningless
regplution had no impact in Florida
at that time or in the future. Tt never
became an issue in Pepper’s six cam-
paigns for the United States Senate,
In fact, it was forgotten for more than
& half century before being resur-
rected in the 1980s. Pepper men-
tioned it in his memaoirs, published
in 1987, referring to it as *my first
civil rights vote."* He did admit in
his memoirs that, “T was not as lib-
eral on the race issue as [ later be-
came,” which was certainly an under-
statement. OF course the incredible
resolution had nothing to do with
“eivil rights;” it conecerned White
House etiquette and good manners.
At the time of Pepper’'s death in 1959,
much was said and written concern-
ing his negative vote on the 1929
resolution. The motive was chviously
to give Pepper a civil rights record
during a perioed in his caresr when
none existed.

Claude Pepper was defeated for
reslection in the 1930 Democratic pri-
mary. In his memaoirs, he blamed the
1929 vote for his defeat, which prob-
ably was not true. Incumbents were
far more apt to be defeated then than
they are now. Pepper himself, after
only three years' residence in Perry,
had defeated the incumbent in 1928,
Bignificantly, Pepper's 1930 opponent
did not make the DePriest resolution
vote an issue in the campaign.

After his 1930 loss, Claude Pep-
per decided to look for “greener pas-
tures,” and moved to Tallahasses,
where he engaged in the practice of
law. In 1934 he decided to enter the
Democratic primary against three-
term incumbent Senator Park
Trammell, who had never been de-
feated in any election since he had
been elected mayor of Lakeland in
1899 at the age of twenty-three, It
seemed as though Pepper faced an
impoasible task. He had only held
ome elective position, that of a one-
term member of the Florida Legisla-
ture—certainly not an impressive
record. However, in Broward County,
he enjoyed the active and aggressive
support of his law school classmate,
George W. English, Jr., who worked

vigorously in Pepper's behalf, En- |

glish would remain a loyal supporter
throughout Pepper’s career. In the
meantime, Pepper stumped the state
in behalf of his seemingly hopeless
candidacy. The results were amaz-
ing. In the first primary, he trailed
the invincible Trammell by only 2,000
votes, The vote was:

Park Trammell ........... 81,321
Claude Pepper oo 79,396

G AL Mitchell oevieneen 20,455
James 8, Sikes ............ 14,558
Hortense Wells .....o.vo.. B,167™

A run-off primary election was
now in order. Trammell realized that
he was in serious political trouble, 8o
he put his people to work and was
able to score a narrow victory, In the
run-off Trammell topped Pepper by
a little more than 4,000 votes, the
vote count being:

Trammell....ccccervinnnen, 103,078
Papper v 38,783

Serious misgivings arose over
the vote count in Hillsborough
County, which Trammell carried by
a surprisingly lop-sided margin.
However, Pepper refused to issue a
challenge to the official result, an
action which paid off two vears hence.

As previously stated, in 1938
Pepper was rewarded with a “free
ride” to the United States Senate
when he was unopposed in both the
Democratic primary and the general
election in the special race to fill the
unexpired term of deceased Senator
Duncan U, Fletcher. To a great ex-
tent, this lack of opposition can be
credited to Pepper's gracious conces-
gion to Trammel two years earlier. As
genator, Pepper soon stood out as an
ardent champion of the New Deal,
the Townsend Plan, and the Cross
State Canal.™

Claude Pepper served the re-
maining twoe years of Duncan
Fletcher’s term, and in 1938 faced
election for a full term. This time,
he faced tough competition. Fourth
District Congressman J. Mark Wilcox

s

derdale Daily News, seemed uncon-

| cerned about Pepper's candidacy.
| Gore had two old scores to settle. His

of West Palm Beach, arch foe of the |

Townsend Plan, and former Gover-
nor Dave Sholtz both filed against
Pepper. Two minor candidates also

| entered the fray. HRobert H. Gore,

through the pages of the Fort Lau-

fewd with Wilcox had been rehashed
during the 1936 campaign, so this
time he directed his major journalis-
tic blasts at Sholtz.

In the ensuing campaign, Pep-
per declared his undying devotion to
the New Deal and the Townsend
Plan. Dave Sholtz did the same, but
criticized Pepper for not getting the
Townsend Plan passed into law.
Sholtz also directed his fire at Gow-
ernor Cone. J, Mark Wilcox repeated
his opposition to the Townsend Plan
and declared that though he had
voted for most of President
Roosevelt’s policies he was not going
to be a *rubber stamp.” Pepper had
the support of Governor Cone, the
Townsend clubs, organized labor, and
many political leaders throughout
the state,

In the senatorial candidacy pri-
mary, Senator Claude Pepper scored
the greatest trivnmph of his career,
receiving close to gixty percent of the
entire vote and thus aveiding a run-
off, Statewide the vote was: Pepper
242 350, Wilcox 110,675, Sholtz
52,785, Moore 5,417, and Merchant
4,066. In Broward the vote was
Wilcox 3,064, Pepper 8,013, Sholtz
6242

Pepper’s strength was distrib-
uted throughout the state, while
Wileox's came mainly from the
Fourth Congressional District, as
demonstrated by his narrow victory
in Broward County. Former Gover-
nor Dave Sholtz, who had so domi-
nated the 1933 and 1935 sessions of
the Florida Legislature and became
the political strongman of the state,
saw his empire collapse “like a house
of carde.” He was completely repu-
diated, and the Fori Lauderdale
Daily News, in a front page editorial,
pronounced his political demise;

EDITORIAL

Dave Sholtz you're through.
Voters of Florida wrote Finis for
you politically. You've been
through for a lomg time, buf yvou
weren't smart enowgh fo know i
You wrote your political death
warrant in Tallahassee in the
governor’s office. You know how
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you wrote f. You know the lerms
in which i was permed,

Today vou are repudiated,
Florida has not forgotten vou,
Sholtz, Florida cannot forget you
because the memory of you and
your regime should be—and will
be without doubt a constant re-
minder against other politicians
of your type and stripe.

You're through Sholiz. Now
you ean go back to Brooklyn
whence you came and where your
particulor and peculior talents
may be more appreciated than in
Florida. Or you can go to North
Carolina and from your spaciouws
palace in those classic hills medi-
tate on the strange to you phe-
nomenon of voters at last acquir-
ing the ability fo discriminate
between the real and the falze.

Yes, you can go back to
Brooklyn or to North Caroling or
fo o certain other place we could
name but won't, this being a pa-
per of large family circulation.
We came fo bury Caesar, not fo
praizge him." Remember that linef
Politically you are as dead as the
Roman emperor. We came to bury
you, Sholtz, not to praise you,

And on the figurative shaft
we have reared over your pery
real political grave on a lonely
and bleak hillside we are erect-
ing a mental monument of slot
machines, and brown bags, and
broken promises tinted a deep
crimaon by the blushes you

brought to the cheeks of honest
Floridians.

And on the base of this
marker we are writing your epi-
taph: ‘Sholtz, pooey™™

As the vears progressed, Robert
H. Gore's opposition to the Roosevelt

administration grew more and more
intense. In the meantime, Claude
Pepper developed a national reputa-
tion as a supporter of any and all of
Roosevelt's policies. With Wileox and
Sholtz out of the way, Gore finally di-
rected his fire toward Pepper. The
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, June T,
1841, in a front page editorial, deliv-
ered a blistering personal attack on

Pepper:

PASS IN REVIEW

And even the Gods may
have feel of clay.

At least that great patriot,
that self-sacrificing hero of the
MNew Deal war cabinet,...Senafor
Claude Pepper has fallen from
the lofty heights of perfection, to
whick ke attempied to elevate
himselfl by glib promises of end-
less oration.

What a shock it must be to
those who have belicved that only
the highest motives and finest
ideals have stimulated Claude’s
war campaign, to discover that
their shiny God iz just another
cheap, four-flushing, petty war
profiteer, and not a knight in ar-
mor selting forth fo right
wrongs...in a crumbling world.

Pepper, the country lawyer
from Alabama, who moved fo
Florida and cashed in on his
urnguestioning loyalty to the ad-
ministration, the man whe has
sacrificed his honor, his state,
and obligations to society, to rep-
resent only the President and Er-
gland now proves to be nothing
more than another confemptible
politician.

We kave never approved of
the brand of alleged representa-
tion given by Pepper, but in a way
we have always been able to ex-
cuse fo some degree hiz actions,
because we did belicve that he
was motivated by a sincere, even
though fanatical belief that the
President could do no wrong.

«.Pepper, the man whose
lust for blood, for death, for de-
struction, has driven him to
preach a doctrine of hate and of
the plories of war with the zeal of
a fanatic from the Senate, now
has exposed his reason for wor-
shipping the God of War

Elgin Field, one of the army
air corps’ new bases, and Camp
Blanding, north Florida's new
multi-million dollar selective ser-
vice training center, both offer
miude testimony as to the stupid,
blundering, inefficient meddling
of Pepper, the patriot,

Yesterday, WPA officials ad-
mitted to a Congressional com-

mittee thet the cosl of paving run-
eays af Elgin Field was prohibi-
tive, but excused their eriminal
traate of fax money by charging
that the malterial agreement was
forced upon them by Claude Pep-
per

When bids were sought on
asphalt purchases for the air
bage, Allied Materials, Inc., of
Atlanta offered the best price and
was fo receive the contract, WEA
officials asserted, when Clawde
Pepper took if upon himself to di-
rect awarding of the “fal” defense
contracts,

It was an agreement,

drafted &y Pepper. which the WEA
tras forced to approve, that re-

sulted in the purchase of
1,800,000 gallons of asphalt from
FPan American (not the air line)
at a prohibifive price, leading fo
the currend investigation of profi-
feering.

Meantime the mounfing
charges of corruption and profi-
teering in the construction of
Camp Blanding, now threaterning
fo burst out of the capifol build-
ing in Washington, also threat-
ens to implicate Claude,

Estimated fo cost
89,000,000, Camp Blanding will
represent an investment of more
than $30,000,000 in tax money
when i iz completed, a condition
which has been partially brought
on because of the high cost of fill-
ing the swamp selected for the
camp site, officials charge.

That site was selected by
Claude Pepper, who demanded
its approval before he consented
to congtruction of the vital [sic]
needied army training base.

...But one foct stands out,
Pepper...should be removed from
the Senate of the Unifed States,
should be branded forever as the
“rotten [ittle rat™ that he has
proved himself to be, by all free
and decent Americans.

... Yes, Claude, you have been
in Washington for a long time,
and until Row, haove successficlly
hidden the roften personal mo-
tives that govern your brand of
representation, but now that the
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truth has come out, and we know
you for what you are, just another
insignificant, petty, rotlen politi-
cal rat, we believe that the Lme
has corme when vou should be re-
mowed forever from official circles
and condemned to eternal dis-
grace among free, decent, and
honest men,

T TR

"W. G. W." was William G,
Warnock, the editor of the paper.

Two days later a startling event
took place. An apology appeared in
Gore's paper. OnJune 9, 1941, in the
“Pass in Review”™ editorial, Warnock
wraote that he had been out of line
and that he had not cleared the edi-
torial with the publisher. Since most
people assumed that nothing ap-
peared in the Fort Lauderdale Daily
News without the prior permission of
Gora, the apology was in itself a news

u

Claude Pepper continued his
all-out support of Roosevelt's policies,
both foreign and domestic. He fa-
vored all-out aid to England, and dur-
ing the pre-Pearl Harbor era was
probably the most extreme interven-
tioniat in the United States Senate.
After the Pear]l Harbor attack, Pep-
per favored all-out prosecution of the
war. In the meantime, Robert H.
Gore continued his newspaper as-
pault on Pepper, eriticizing the
genator’s support of the cross state
canal, as well as his voting record in
its entirety.

During the crucial war year of
1944, Claude Pepper had to face the
voters in a bid for another term in
the United States Senate. While the
Depression decade of the 1930s had
witnessed a marked leftward drift in
Florida politics, the wartime decade

of the 19405 saw a marked rightward |

drift. This change in the political cli-
mate insured that Pepper would face
stifl opposition in his bid for reelec-
tion.

Millard B. Conklin, a yvoung
Daytona Beach attorney who had
once served as Florida assistant at-
torney general and who had in 1940
made an unsuccessful bid for attor-
ney general in the Democratic pri-
mary, was the first candidate to file

Iy ke :l“.'lir Awa years thatl
wi hare candisetsd (hls porner,
we have iafked df.many thinge
af governments apd men; of,
world affalrs snd wars, and
foeal, miate, snd natlonal lesued.
{ But {eday, our wrillngs shall
be ‘along’ another fineion lne
thal wa are laking for firsi,
Hme, ene thal s oy mew o o,
g (e the readers who may
somellme scan thly calumn.
+Whail we are irying la way
ly thatl loday we are dedlcal-
Ing ikls cormer 1a Florlda's mosl

P nent - slatesman, Benaler
Claule Tepper, who we unfalrly
wrenged Saturday.

I

othir words' Mr. Pepper.
h o extend our apslory
# opinlens thet we made
fake af p-lil-l-lhl dawn on

_Pas.s_.

ough yoa probably are
bauay wilh ibke multliade
Hally imporfapi national
thal you kave been called
to fulfill;, e rlve more than
fnp iheught Lo the mouih-
‘of  the' nllefed comments-
tor whese eplnlens il this cor-
mer, @ la omly right Lhal Wwe
¥4 same expression to owr
. over the mislake we
t"""**,"' z
T
Fx ype w '] B
knowledre of ' ihe person who
wwris (hla newspaper, and lack-
ing the approval of these who
Afe -tium wilh direciing thll-
paper’s poller, -

I & funny ihing Mr. Brrun
fer, bul mpparenily the wenk-
neas fhah marks sl men, can
nal be alwers hiddenm. It peam-
ingly Iz In eonformily with the
laws of nalure, ihal everyons
sl ere, mesl make milslakes
tha'l unnecessarlly horl edhver.
:.nd Ehal I3 whal we did Batuf-

(18

Call 1l & mislake In judge-
menl IF yau wilsh, or the fallure
af & wriler Lo Nve up 0s Lhe con-
fidepee mnd brust thai has been
placed In him by his employer.
Ferhaps Lthal Iz ihe &RIWEr.

Apology to Senator Pepper
which appeared in the Fort Lau-

against Pepper. Conklin based his | 9erdale Daily News, June 8, 1841,

candidacy mainly on the issue of
white supremacy. He attacked Pep-
per, Roosevelt, and the New Deal for
undermining white supremacy and
states rights.

The 1344 Broward County po-
litical campaign "kicked off” with the
annual Jackson Day dinner held at
the Broward Hotel on February 17,
Mrs, Christine Edenfield, a longtime
member of the Broward County
Democratic Executive Committee,
made most of the arrangements. It
wag o gala occasion, with Senator
Harry 8. Truman of Missouri as the
main speaker. Judge Boyd H. Ander-
som served as toastmaster, and those
present included Senator Clande
Pepper and his only announced op-
ponent to date, Millard Conklin. Also
present was State Senator Frank D
Upchurch, a candidate for governor,
and the Broward Democratic hierar-
chy, which included Fort Lauderdale
attorney Dwight L. Rogers, a candi-
date for congreas, his partner John
E. Morris, Sheriff Walter R. Clark,
Judge George W, Tedder, 8r.,, School
Superintendent U. J. Bennatt, Pros-
ecuting Attorney W, Gerry Miller,
Asgistant State Attorney Louig F.
Maire, Supervisor of Registration
Easter L. Gates, County Commission-
ers C. B. Smith and Luther
Remsburg, Tax Collector W, O.
Berryhill, Clerk of Court E. R.
Bennett, school board member A. J.
Musselman, and members of the
Broward County Democratic Execu-
tive Committee. In addition, the
party faithful from all parts of the
county attended. The procesds were
used to fill the party coffers. Also
present was one man who could no

| longer be considered part of the

“party faithful"—Robert H. Gore,
publisher of the Fort Lauderdale
Daily News ™

Benator Harry 3. Truman had
a busy schedule. On hiz way to
Broward County, he stopped at
Clewiston to make a speech at the
Clewiston Inn. He then proceeded
to Fort Lauderdale, not realizing the
verbal fireworks that were going to
erupt at the Jackson Day Dinner.®

Dwight L. Rogers and Repre-
sentative John W. Burwell thanked
the Democrats for their patronage,
and Frank D, Upchurch made a plea



for party unity. Then Millard Conklin
made a memorable speech, deliver-
ing & bitter and scathing attack on
Claude Pepper, President Roosevelt,
the New Deal, and the federal bu-
reaucracy. Conklin said in part, “Pep-
per has made the issue. There can
be but one dominant race in the
South and in the nation. The colored
race has its capacities and its limita-
tions, but there can be no middle
ground. I intend to go to Washing-
ton to fight for white supremacy. I
am oppesed to centralization of gov-
ernment and I will fight for the busi-
nessmen who have received a death
sentence at the hands of bureaucracy
and the state of national socialism
bordering on Communism that now
exiats,”

Senator Clande Pepper spoke
only briefly. He ignored Conklin and
praised Senator Truman, President
Roosevelt, and the New Deal. Finally
Senator Truman delivered the main
address. He started by commenting
on Conklin's outburst, saying, “I
never expected to hear a Republican
speech at a Jackson Day Dinner.” He
added that he hoped that both Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Senator Pepper
would be reelected. Truman said, in
part, “Yes, there are bureaucrats in
Washington, but most of them are Re-
publicans. Republicans hope this war
i5 a chance to win the election, how-

ever, it is by the efforts of the Truman
Investigating Committee that errors
in the prosecution of the war have
been brought to light and remedied,
corrective action unique in the annals
of government.” Truman's speech
pleased most of the people present,
but there was one notable exception.
He was Robert H. Gore, publisher of
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News ™
Senator Harry 5. Truman, who
had previously received only scant
attention from Gore, now suddenly

lla.rd B. Conklin

The Broward Hotel (on right) in downtown Fort Lauderdale, wh
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found himself, in Gore’s estimation,
a major player in the political pro-
cegs, In a fromt page editorial, Gore
charged that “Truman has grown se-
nile in the service of the New Deal,”
and remarked that Troman's defense
of the Roosevelt administration “was
as silly a statement as could have
been thought up in any one of the
insane asylums of the country™
Two political nonentities then
entered the primary against Senator
Pepper. They were Finley Moore of

the memorable 1844 Jackson Day dinner took place.



Lake City, who had been one of i

Pepper’s opponents in 1938, and
Alston Cockrell of Jacksonwille, who
had the same last name as a family
very prominent in Jacksonville and
Gainesville though he was unrelated
to any of them. At this point it ap-
peared that Pepper was "home free,”
Then a new candidate entered the
fray—Judge J. Ollie Edmunds of
Jacksonville,

J. Ollie Edmunds was born in

Higgston, Georgia, March 1, 1903, At |
an early age, he moved with his fam- |
He |
worked his way through Stetson Uni- |

ily to Jacksonville, Florida,

versity, earning his bachelor’s,

master's, and law degrees. Later, |

while working as a field representa-
tive for the university and as a direes
tor of the Stetson alumni organiza-
tion, he met and became good friends

with Doyle E. Carlton, who was also |

a Stetson graduate. In 1928, he
worked on Carlton's successful cam-
paign for governor. Edmunds then
returned to Jacksonville, where he
practiced law, and in 1931 Carlton
appointed him to fill the remainder
of the term of County Judge John W.
DuBose, who had resigned. The fol-
lowing year Edmunds was elected by
a two to one margin against two op-
ponents. He was reelected in 1936
and again in 1940 without opposition.

While on the bench he began pur-
chasing land and eventually became

a millionaire from his lumber and |

land investments,”

Even though he had been suc-
cessful in three Duval County elec-
tion campaigns, Edmunds was prac-
tically a political unknown in the rest
of Florida, He had actually voted for
Claude Pepper in the 1934 senatorial
primary, but the only statewide elec-
tion in which he had taken an active
part was Doyle E. Carlton's success-
ful 1928 campaign for governor. Ex-
cept for Stetson University and the
Baptist church, Edmunds lacked po-
litical contacts throughout the state,
And while he had been encouraged
to enter the race by his friends and
neighbors, he had little money other
than his own for the formidable task
of unseating a well-entrenched in-
cumbent senator. Fortunately for

Edmunds, waging a statewide cam- |
paign did not require an excessive |

Judge J. Ollie Edmunds

amount of money then as it does now,
Edmunds also lacked newspaper sup-
port, the vast majority of the press
favoring Pepper. Pepper alzo dis-
played considerable akill in obtaining
many government projects for the
state, an accomplishment which
would prove a tremendous aid in his
many voter appeals,™

One newspaper that supported
Edmunds to the limit was Robert H.
Gore's Fort Lauderdale Daily News.

| Throughout the campaign, Gore let

loose with one editorial blast after an-
other against Pepper. Gore de-
neunced the senator for supporting
a federal anti-poll tax law, writing
that Pepper was acting under
Roosevelt's orders. Pepper was alao
denounced for a 1942 speech deliv-
ered at a Negro church in Los Ange-
les. TheFort Lauderdale Daily News
displayed a picture of Pepper at the
church, surrounded by black people,
and included remarks concerning the
racial situation. Millard Conklin, the
most extreme white supremacy can-
didate in the race, pounced on the
issue and claimed that the Los Ange-
les appearance was proofin hand that
Pepper was not true to the principles
of white supremacy. Pepper an-
swered, “The enly speech I have ever

given in California is & patriotic one
I made in the pulpit of a Baptist Ne-
gro Church on a Sunday aftermoon
at the expressed request of the mem-
bers of the church. I said nothing
indicating that I believe in social
equality because, of course, [ do
ot ™™

Again the Forf Lauderdale
Diily News demanded that Pepper
resign, stating that the senator was
out of step with most of the Florida
voters. As the campaign, and the
paper’s assaults, progressed, it be-
came increasingly difficult to sepa-
rate the news items from editorial
opinion. One news item accused Pep-
per of neglecting Port Everglades and
favering port facilities in Miami, *be-
cause Dade county casts many more
votes than are cast in Broward.™

Although participation in the
Democratic primary had been limited
to members of the Caucasian race
ever since Florida’s primary system
was created in 1901, Florida Demo-
crats received a "shocker™in 1944, As
the result of a Texas case, the United
States Supreme Court reversed itself
and, by an eight to one vote, declared
the white primary unconstitutional ®
Throughout the South the opposition
to the court decision was solid. From
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the Potomac to the Rio Grande, when

it came to the question of white su-
premacy—that is the right of the
white race to rule—not a single ma-
jor southern politician raised a dis-
senting voice, Liberals as well as con-
servatives, labor-oriented as well as
business-oriented, Boosevelt support-
ers as well as Roosevelt detractors,
spcial reformers as well as support-
ers of the status quo all united on this
18s0e,

Conservative Senator Ellison D,
(Cotton Ed) Smith of South Carolina,
chairman of the Senate Agricultural
Committee, said, “I am for white su-
premacy and whoever does not like
it can go to hell.” South Carclina's
moderate junior senator, Burnett
Maybank, stated, "“The white people
of the South will not permit Megroes
to take over our election system or
attend our white schools, Regardless
of any act of Congress or any deci-
gion of the Supreme Court, we will
continue to conduct our affairs as we
believe to be in the best interest of
our people, The white people of the
South will not accept these interfer-
ences. We are proud of our section.
We know what is best for the white
people and the colored people. We
are going to treat the Negro fairly,
but in doing so we do not intend for
him to take over our election system
or attend our white schools.” Liberal
Senator Claude Pepper of Florida
said, "The South will allow nothing
to impair white supremacy.” Pepper
went on to say that it was his opin-
ion that, despite the Supreme Court
decision, the Florida Democratic pri-
maries can be “kept white.," He em-
phasized that “the people of the South
will not allow matters peculiar to us
to be decided by those who do not
know or understand our problems.
We will work matters out, s0 as to
save the South. We always have and
always will.”" Pepper also remarked
that he believed the Florida law on
voting in the primaries differed from
the Texas law, since, under the
Florida election statute, the party
and not the state determined the
qualifications of party members ™

Tom Conely, chairman of the
Florida Democratic Executive Com-
mittee, also expressed the hope that
the United States Supreme Court

epinion giving Negroes the right to
vote in Texas Democratic primaries
would have no effect on Florida pri-
maries that year. Conely said, *T am
afraid that an attempt will be made
te force us to allow MNegroes to vote.
Howewver, it 15 getting so close to the
time for the May primaries that I
don't believe a case could be brought
and carried through the State Su-
preme Court early encugh to apply
to the voting this year,"

In Florida, as in other states
throughout the South, the white pri-
mary system had, since the turn of
the century, effectively disenfran-
chised WNegroes. A few blacks did
vote, mainly for the Republican party
ticket, in larger cities like Miami,
Tampa, and Jacksonville, but they
were &0 few in number that they had
little effect on election results. In
most Florida counties in the 1940s,
there were no Megroes at all regis-
tered to vote. That was the political
situation when Senator Claude Pep-
per said, *The South will allow noth-
ing to impair white supremacy.”
While the liberal Senator Pepper de-
clared his complete support for white
supremacy, so did his conservative
opponent, J. Ollic Edmunds.
Edmunds" political advertisements
gtated that “the party principle of
white supremacy must be main-
tained.” Thus, although white su-
premacy became a major issue in the

1944 Democratic senatorial primary,
all five candidates lined up on the
same side. ™

In spite of this fact, the Fori
Lauderdale Daily News accused Pep-
per of political hyvpocrisy. The paper
repeated the accounts of Pepper’s
appearance at the Negro church in
1942, and made the amazing charge
that Pepper was under White House
orders when he made the speech. In
reference to Pepper's declaration that
“the South would permit nothing to
impair white supremacy,” the Daily
News demanded to know what right
the senator had to make such a state-
ment. Playing the race issue to the
hilt, the paper accused Pepper of as-
sociating with Negroes on a basis of
equality, then incongruously added,
"We question the Senator’s right to
question a decision of the Supreme
Court."™™ At the same time, the pa-
per was supporting Edmunds, who
was saying much the same thing as
Pepper. The fact that throughout
American history, people both impor-
tant and unimportant have ques-
tioned the decisions of the United
States Supreme Court was never ad-
dressed. The editorial concluded by
sarcastically wondering what Mrs.
Roosevelt would say concerning
Pepper's declaration of undying loy-
alty to white supremacy.*®

Senator Claude Pepper was not

| the only target for the wrath of the

K. H. Gore's twin targets, President Roosevelt and Claude Pepper,
as they appeared in Miami in 1837.
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Fort Lauderdale Daily News. The
other major target, of course, was
Franklin D, Roosevelt and the New
Deal pdministration, By this time,
Gore’s hostility to Roosevelt knew no
bounds. Charge after charge directed
against Roosevelt appeared in the
pages of the paper. The president was
accused of various shortcomings
ranging from incompetence to being
a dictator. Since 1944 was a presi-
dential election vear, the May Demo-
cratic primary would decide the
make-up of the delegation that would
represent Florida at the national con-
vention. In 1944, the names of presi-
dential candidates did not appear on
the primary ballot; the names of the
delegate candidates were listed in-
stead. Some were pledged to a par-
ticular presidential candidate, and
some were unpledged, but the ballot
did not list the delegates’ presiden-
tial choices.

A group of conservative Demo-
crats decided to field a slate of del-
egate candidates in the Florida
Democratic primary pledged to Sena-
tor Harry F. Byrd, the ultraconser-
wvative Democratic senator from Vir-
ginia. Byrd was not a candidate, but
that fact did not lessen the enthusi-
asm of his supporters. In Broward,
the chief Byrd supporters included
former Fort Lauderdale mayvor Lewis
E. Moore; Fort Lauderdale attorney,
former legislator, and Broward pio-
neer Carl F. Weidling; the managing
editor of the Fort Lavderdale Daily
News, J. W. Dickey; and Fort Lau-
derdale businessman Russell
Frizzell. Statewide, the most impor-
tant Byrd backers were former
Fourth District Congressman J,
Mark Wilcox, now residing in Dade
County, and Jee C. Jenkins of
Gainesville, a member of the state
legislature. Hobert H. Gore also en-
dorsed Byrd, and the Fort Lauder-
dale Daily News promoted Byrd's
cause in editorials and also in news
articles, Throughout the paper, the
words, “Byrd for President” appeared
under the last line of news articles,
even if the preceding article had
nothing to do with the presidential
election.

Another group of dissident
Democrats formed an organization
called the American Democratic Com-

mittee. The leaders of this group in-
cluded John J. O°Connor, former
Democratic congressman from New
York; Harry Weodring, former Demo-
cratic governor of Kansas and former
secratary of war, and Gleason L. Ar-
cher, president of Suffolk University.
This group alse denounced the
Roosevelt administration and called
on the Democratic party to reject the
fourth term and refurn to the prin-
ciples of Thomas Jefferson. What po-
litical influence the American Demo-
eratic Committee had is highly ques-
tionable. 'Connor and Weodring
wern political has-beens, while Ar-
cher was never a major player in the
palitical process. However, in spite
of the rather obvious political weak-
ness of the new organdzation, the Fort

Lauvderdale Daily News exalted the |
| ers have carried us to the brink of

American Democratic Committee “to
the skies." The formation of the or-
ganization appeared in the papers
headlines, and the leaders, who
would be considered *political light-
weights® by most observers, were
tranaformed by Gore's paper into
impressive *political heavyweights®
of national stature. Pictures of
O'Connor, Woodring, and Archer ap-
peared prominently in the pages of
the Daily News*

A rally in behalf of Senator
Harry F. Byrd was held in Stranahan
Park on April 16. The group, calling
itself *Jeffersonian Democrats,”
heard from a vast array of speakers.
The chairman of the rally, Fort Lau-
derdale businessman Russell
Frizzell, gave a colorful speech and
drew heavy applause when he
blasted the New Deal. He charged
that the 1936 Chicago convention
was prearranged and mocked “the
voice from the sewer which drowned
out the warning cry of America's his-
toric patriots.” Vilifving the Wash-
ington bureaucracy, Frizzell said,
“Senator Harry F. Byrd is a leading
statesman with guts, like Martin
Dries and a few others. He is one of
the few left in the land.” Frizzell, a
Sixth Congressional District candi-
data, spoke of the offica that he was
seeking and drew tremendous cheers
when he said, *You cant go to the
convention with a quart of whiskey,
and you can't send a delegate who
doesn't know a horse collar from a

picture frame, Conventions have
been taken too lightly for the last fifty
years, I pledge myself to Harry Byrd.
I eall the sergeant-at-arms to have
the first howling drunk who gets on
the floor thrown out!® With these
comments, Frizzell strongly implied
that past Democratic National Cone-
vention delegates were *a bunch of
drunks.” Candidate for the office of
Delegate to the Convention for the
State at Large, State Representative
Joe C. Jenkins of Gainesville, took off
his coat and made the park echo with
the cry, “The future of America is in
the hands of militant Americans.
Santa Claus has been throwing out
federal funds under the guise of pro-
ducing prosperity and has only pro-
duced a lethargy” Jenkins went on
to charge that “the Felix Frankfurt-

communistic totalitarianism. Hise
from your lethargy to save American
democracyl® Then Jenkins delivered
his final blast: “This administration
has aimed at the abolition of state
lines to establish one totalitarian
state. Its bureaucrats make the laws,
git in judgment, and act as their own
judge and jury;, private enterprise
and individual effort are stifled....”®

The Fort Lauderdale Daily
News continued to ridicule both
Roosevelt and Pepper throughout the
campaign. When Pepper spoke at
Stranahan Park, the paper's headline
stated:

SMALL CROWD HEARS
SENATOR FEFPER PLEAD
FOR UNIFIED FDR SUPPORT
by Lawson E. Parker

The article read in part:

Senator Claude Pepper last
night brought to Ft. Lauderdale
a plea for re-nomination in the
Democratic primaries and for
unifed support of the New Deal
adminiztration in the war gfort.

Speaking before a amall
crowd at Stranahan FPark,
Florida’s junior Senator defended
his eight vear record in the Sen-
abe, outlined his platform for sup-
porting the war effort and for ef-
fecting a Just peace’ and o shabi-
lized economic order after the
war..

The junior Senator said he
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was disappointed that he had to
leave his duties to defend himself
in this campaign against the af-
tacks of those lined up against
me last December by privileged
and selfish inferests.”

He said he regretted the Su-
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that ‘white and black races live
together, but each in hiz own
sphere....

There were only 100 persons
in the audience when Pepper be-
gan iz speech, but late comers
mare than doubled the number

A survey of the seall erowd
reveaied many were FOLFIEEs, with
time on their hands and inter-
ested in free entertainment, amd
not paters in the state of Floridea, 2

While the Fort Louderdale
Daily News was unimpressed with
Pepper's performance, the paper was
positively thrilled when Judge J.
Mlie Edmunds held his rally in
Btranahan Park on April 13. The
news article reported that there were
300 people in attendance, but did not
mention any survey to determine
how many were tourists “with time
on their hands and interested in free
entertainment, and not voters of the
state of Florida." The news article
went on to say:

Edmunds demonstrated his
ability to represent the people in
the next election by pointing out
that Florida needed a senator
who could become fast friends
with the other members of con-
gresg, 8o that when his stale
needed federal attention this
senator would have the confi-
dence of his cohorts, He went on
fo say that Senator Pepper had
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Section of the Fort Lauderdale Daily News for May 1, 1994,
with "Byrd for President” notices.

done just the opposite by offend-
ing other members with his weak
appeal of loyalty to the President
and not the people during his
denouncement of the Congress
override of the President’s veto of
the tax kil . . .

If Senator Pepper's plat-
form is to Win the War and Then
the Peace, why is if that the Jun-
for Senator from Floridea has been
absent from his seal more days
than he has been present during
the present session of Congress
while this country is fighting for
ity very existence?

The paper reported that
Edmunds’ last remark drew ap-
plause: “Tt is our sacred duty to pre-
gerve the freedom our fighting men
left behind them so that when they
return they will still find the govern-
ment they left—government of the
people, by the people, and for the
people.” Edmunds then concluded
his speech, I want to fill the vacancy

State Representative Joe C.
Jenkins of Gainesville.
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that now exists in the Florida delega-
tion of the United States Senate. I
want to represent the people of
Florida.™

Judge Edmunds frequently
charged that Senator Pepper had de-
layed the start of Elgin Field. The
Jacksonville jurist quoted a report for
the Military Affairs Committee which
*deplored the fact that a member of
Congress had, at a crucial time in the
nation's history, through political ac-
tivity," delayed construction of the
field for one month because of inter
est in an asphalt contract.*

In Edmunds’ words:

Senator Claude Pepper is
running on a platform which
calls for winning the war, yet this
report discloses that Senator
Pepper’s interest in a particular
bidder for an asphalt contract
obscured for the time his interest
in national defense. The Military
Affairs Committee of the House
also deplored the fact that Sena-
tor Pepper threatened two govern-
ment officials with loss of promo-
tions, which had to be ratified by
the Senate if his particular firm
failed to receive the asphalt
award, Such wsurpation of
power is not consistent with the
purposes for which the people of
Florida sent Claude Pepper to the
United States Senate.®

On May 1, the Fort Lauderdale
Daily News, in a front page editorial,
advised the voters:

VOTE FOR PEPFER
‘IF*

IF—You feel Claude Pepper
has done you a personal favor in
the past and you wish fo sacri-
fice the principled of the Consti-
tution of your country.

IF<You are a believer that
the Constitultion of the United
States has outlived its usefiulness,
the thing for you fo do iz to vote
for Claude Pepper and the New
Dealings he stands for

1} The making of an election
issue of the Army'’s decision o re-
turn Ream Hospital to the own-
erg when it was no longer needed,
Demanding that his bogs—

FDR—investigate the Army men
who knew what they were doing
all the time.

2) Portraying the role of sav-
ior of the people of Thmpa and St
Petersburg by asking for the sei-
zure of Gandy Bridge during elec-
ton year,

All of these Ehings were vole
fodder served for Pepper's benefit
by the White House.,

IF—You condone such
methods as perpetrated upon the
American businessman as the
government’s seizure of the Mont-
gomery Ward Company then you
had best vole for Pepper, because
he approves of such things and
would applaud any that fook
place here in the Southland,

IF—You belicve that Sena-
tor Pepper was only fooling the
peaple of Dade County when he
promized to promote the
£6,000,000 for the building of Vir-
ginia Key as competition to your
oiwn Port Everglades.

IF—You can surmise the
Eenator fighting FDR and Mrs,
Roosevelt for white supremacy in
the South after recent Supreme
Court decisions on Democratic
Primary rules, then put that cross
beside the name of that man who
af the dictates of his boss vizifed
California and made personal
appearance fours that brought
forth all of the racial infringe-
ments of southern States” Rights.,

IF—You hope to live to see
the day when the South and the
Norih are once again at dogger-
points that will eventually lead
to the extinciion of the Democratic
Party in this country, vote for Pep-
per, the man who has done more
in the past fwo months to further
this procedure than any Repub-
lican alive today,

IF—You are foolish enough
to believe these things, then vole
for Pepper and Heaven help the
America of Tomorranw, 47

Many of the newspaper's
charges could not be substantiated,
including the claim that Claude Pap-
per had been ordered by President
Roosevelt to make hia speech at the
Negro church in Los Angeles, Why

Roosevelt would order Pepper to
make a speech to a Negro church in
Los Angeles, or anywhere else, does
not square with common sense. Nei-
ther did questioning whether Sena-
tor Pepper was prepared to fight with
President and Mrs. Roosevelt over
white supremacy, since it is common
knowledge that Roosevelt did his best
to avoid involvement in the racial is-
sue. MNevertheless, throughout the
1944 campaign, the Fort Lauderdale
Daily News continued to hammer at
the point, The paper seemed deter-
mined to convince the voters that
Claude Pepper was an unreliable de-
fender of white supremacy, but Pep-
per, the political survivor, was equally
determined not to be placed on the
unpopular side of the race issue.

In anApril 3 editorial, the Daily
News blamed President Roosevelt for
the eight-to-one Supreme Court de-
cision which had declared the Texas
white primary law unconstitutional,
Gore's paper pointed out that most
of the justices who voted with the ma-
jority were Roosevelt appointess,
while the lone dissenter, Owen J.
Roberts, was a Hoover appointes. In
another editorial, the Daily News
criticized the decision by stating that
maost Negroes were Republicans and
therefore had no place in a Demo-
cratic primary. The paper added,
however, that there was nothing to
prevent Negroes from having their
own black primary.*

Judge J. Ollie Edmunds, in an
April statement, again attacked
Pepper's record on the war, charging
that he lacked the expertise to hold a
responsible position in the govern-
ment:

Senator Claude Pepper has
claimed that he is the father of
preparedness and the apostle of
wvictory. The truth is that it was
Senator Pepper, in a speech in the
United States Senafe six months
before Pearl Harbor, who made
the statement that we would sink
the entire Japanese fTeet in fwo
weeks and make a shambles of
Tokyo in the fwinkling of an eve.
Our admirals did not say this,
but it made good publicity for Mr
Pepper He was urging that we
attack the Jopanese fleet and
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send it to the bottom.of the ocean,
The Japanese did lo us what
Senator Pepper was threalening
to do to them. Thus at Pearl
Harbor we lost seven of this
nation's nine battleships.®

The old adage “politics makes
strange bedfellows™ came true in
1944, when Gore *buried the hatchet™
with his old ememy, former Fourth
District Congressman J. Mark
Wileox. The reason is obvious. Gore
was strongly committed to the can-
didacy of the delegates pledged to

Senator Harry F. Byrd of Virginia,
and Wilcox was a candidate for the
position of delegate-at-large pledged
to Byrd. 3o, when the paper listed
the fine qualities of the various Byrd
delegates, Wilcox was included.™
Also in April, the Fort Lauder-
dale Daily News conducted a “read-
ers poll,” and the results gave Judge
J. Ollie Edmunds a two-to-one lead
over all other candidates, Millard
Conklin finished in second position,
many vobes in front of Senator Claude
Pepper. Alston Cockrell, Jacksonwille

attorney, and Finley Moore, Lake
City real estate man, trailed through-
out the balloting, The paper reported
that an outstanding feature of the
poll was the return of many un-
marked ballots with an attached note
of "anyone but Pepper,” and added,
*Edmunds, apparently, has earned a
good deal of his following through the
forthright lambasting of New Deal
policies and the things Pepper failed
to do for the state while in Con-
gress.™

History classes at Fort Lauder-
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dale High School were also involved
in a poll. The tenth grade world his-
tory and the eleventh grade Ameri-
can history classes gave J. Ollie
Edmunds forty-three percent and
Claude Pepper forty-one percent of
the vote. Finley Moore received eight
percent, Alston Cockrell five percent,
and Millard Conklin three percent.
Students in Miss Emnestine Freidays
world history class favored Edmunds,
while students in Miss Opal
Atwater’s American hastory class fa-
vored Pepper,™

Ina poll conducted at Fern Hall,
a private school, Senator Pepper
came out ahead with forty-two per-
cent of the wote, with Judge
Edmunds, the second place finisher,
receiving thirty-six percent. Millard
Conklin received twenty-two percent.
Alston Cockrell and Finley Moore re-
ceived no votes from the Fern Hall
students ®

One blistering editorial in the
Fort Landerdale Daily News de-
nounced Pepper for introducing a poll
tax repeal bill in the United States
Senate as a “Roosevelt measure.” The
editorial continued:

This was introduced for the
purpose of permitting every irre-
sponsible resident of the South to
vote without any qualifications or
amy definife purposes or inferests,
The idiots in the insane asylum
would be the equal of any
thoughtful person on election deay,
It was designed by the Roosevelt
erowd of which Pepper iz a leader
to break up the Democratic party
in the South and create thereby
a New Deal party of
irresponsibles who would do
whatever was demanded by the
administration.

. . . He [Pepper] is only sup-
ported by Southerners who are
not thinking things through. He
is a devotee of Felix Frankfurter
of the Supreme Court, in fact one
of his bright young lawyer gradu-
afes of Harvard law school who
are trying lo lead this country
away from the solid, substantial
democracy which has been tried
and has proven the salvation of
free men, His laws would make
it another fascist state. Felix
Frankfurter has schooled Claude

Pepper and had Pepper been on
the Supreme Court it is not con-
ceivable that he would have de-
serted his old teacher.

In all of the states now the
most important issue is the de-
feat of Claude Pepper in Florida.
If Pepper should be defeated, and
we think ke will, Roosevelt will
not stand for a fourth ferm. The
handwriting on the wall will be
too unmistakable, and Roosevelt
does not want to be defeated, If
Pepper is renominated it will give
heart to the administration, be.
cause Roosevelt will feel that the
South iz safely pocketed. He
must, if he iz re-elected, carry the
South because the Middle West is
against kim, azs ke now well
knows.™

Although Pepper and Edmunds
stood together on the race issue and
the need to maintain white su-
premacy, they greatly differed on
other issues. Pepper declared his
undying devotion to the New Deal
and pledged his continued support of
Roosevelt's policies, Edmunds, on the
other hand, was critical of the New
Deal, though he never criticized
Eoosevelt personally. Edmunds said,
“President Roosevelt is not an issue
in this campaign.” He also said that
although he had been an early
Roosevelt supporter, he now was op-
posed to a fourth term.® In denounc-
ing New Deal bureaueracy, Edmunds
said in a Miami speech, “The daily
life of every one of us has been af-
fected by petty tyrants and bureau-
cratic dictators whoe are wasting bil-
liong of precious dollars. ...Our great
middle classes are arovsed over the
bondage in which they are held by a
bureau which does not permit an
employer to grant raises to which
they are entitled.™®

Throughout the campaign,
Edmunds charged that Pepper’s sup-
port came mainly from war profi-
teers. He also criticized the senator's
cut-of-state speaking engagements,
charging, "Senator Pepper emploved
a booking agent to make speeches,
provided that he received a price, a
fee, compensation. Senator Pepper
made his patriotism pay dividends,™

Washington columnist Drew
Pearson, a staunch Pepper supporter,

wrote, “The GOP is pouring piles of
money into the race. Actually, they
are not concerned about who the
Democrat is, so long that it is not
Claude Papper.® Pepper himself
charged that his old enemy Ed Ball,
the brother-in-law of Alfred 1. DuPont
and head of the DuPont interests in
Florida, was behind the Edmunds
campaign. Despite these allegations,
there is no evidence that the Eepub-
licans put “piles™ of money into
Edmunds’ campaign, since the cam-
paign was so poorly financed. Nor is
there any evidence that Ball contrib-
uted any money to Edmunds.*
Although Claude Pepper,
throughout his senatorial career, had
been a strong promoter and sup-
porter of the Cross State Canal, the
canal did not become an issue dur-
ing the 18944 Democratic primary.
The reason seems obvious; it was not
to any candidate'’s advantage to bring
up the issue. The project was very
unpopular in south Florida, and Pep-
per did not want to alienate that sec-
tion. Edmunds, too, was cautious
about angering the southern part of
the state, but, as a resident of Jack-

| sonville, which would be the chief

beneficiary of the canal, he naturally
was not opposed to the project. Faced
with these same conflicts in their at-
tempt to gain the statewide support
necessary to be elected, none of the
remaining three candidates saw any
advantage in talking about the canal
project.

As the campaign entered its fi-
nal days, Robert H. Gore, by means
of editorials and news articles in the
Fort Lawderdale Daily News, contin-
ued his favorite pastime of “Pepper
bashing." The overall theme of these
wide-ranging attacks was that every
action Pepper took was taken under
orders from President Roosevelt.
Gore seemed unwilling to concede
that Pepper had any ideas of his own.
By portraying the senator as a mere
puppet, Gore linked his attacks on
Pepper to his journalistic assaults on
the Roosevelt administration. Up to
primary day, the paper printed “Byrd
for President” below numerous news
articles, even articles having nothing
to do with the political situation.

Five days before the primary,
President Rocsevelt announced the
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lifting of the toll on the Gandy Bridge
connecting Tampa and 5t. Peters-
burg, Claude Pepper made the offi-
cial announcement. Many observers
believed this action enabled Pepper
to carry Hillsborough and Pinellas
counties by a wide margin.

Senator Claude Pepper, with
the support of the Roosevelt admin-
istration, most of the newspapers in
the state, organized labor, a majority
of Florida political leaders, and what
was left of the Townsend clubs, scored
a first primary victory on May 2,
1944. Significantly, Pepper received
approximately fifty-one percent of the
vote compared to the almost sixty per-
cent that he had received against
much more formidable opposition six
years previously, Statewide, the vote
Was

Claude Pepper ., 194,445
J. Ollie Edmunds........ 127,158
Millard Conlklin ........... 33,317
Finley Moore........covene.. 14,445

Alston Cockrell .......... 9,551
Claude Pepper carried fifty-four

counties, Edmunds twelve, and
Moare carried his own county of Co-
lumbia. Of Edmunds' twelve coun-
ties, ten were in north Florida, in-
cluding his home county of Duval.
Edmunds’ two south Florida counties

were Palm Beach and Broward. The
vote in Broward County was:
J. Ollie Edmunds ........... 3,343
Claude Pepper ......oove. 2,860
Millard Conklin .............. 856
Finley Moore ... 236
Alston Cockrell ............  199%

If there was & surprise in the

primary, it would be that Senator
Claude Pepper did not receive a
higher percentage of the vote, Presi-
dent Roosevelt was very popular
throughout Florida, the New Deal
had many supporters in the state,
maost Floridians probably agreed with
the Hoosevelt-Pepper pre-war inter-
ventionist policies, and above all,
Claude Pepper had a remarkable
ability to land federal jobs in Florida.
Pepper successfully protected himself
on the racial front by climbing aboard
the white supremacy bandwagon.
Mevertheless, close to forty-nine per-
cent of the 18944 Florida Democratic
primary voters voted against him,

| when in reality he had only nominal

opposition. This outcome should
have given Pepper warning that
there would be tough pelitical battles
facing him in the future.
Politically, J. Ollie Edmunds
took "No” for an answer, and never
again sought public office. After the
completion of his judicial term, he
engaged in his profitable lumber busi-
ness. In 1948, he accepted the call to
become president of Stetson Univer-
sity and held that position until his
retirement in 1967, He died in 1984,
Robert H. Gore continued his
aggressive editorial policies. His per-
sonal feuds with public figures be-
came legendary, and his numerous
investments in Broward County real
estate continued to increase his al-

| ready substantial fortune. Gore sold

the Fori Lauderdale Daily News to
the Chicago Tribune interests in
1963, but remained a powerful and

controversial figure in Broward

County until his death in 1972,

If Claude Pepper had not played
the racial card he would not have sur-
vived the 1944 Democratic primary.
But survive he did, and he remained
a power in Florida politics for another
forty-five years. As stated previously,
the 19405 and 1950s saw a definite
rightward drift in Florida politics,
The fact that Pepper barely missed a
runoff in 1944, indicates that by that
time a more conservative trend had
already arrived. While Florida
turned increasingly to the right dur-
ing Pepper’s 1945-1951 term, Pepper
turned to the left. He abandened the
cause of white supremacy, and he ap-
parently took the government's war-
time position of the Soviet Union as
a "noble ally” too seriously. As a re-
sult, he failed to jump aboard the
anti-Communist bandwagon which
was in full force by 1947. On these
two issues he seemed to lose contact
with a majority of Florida voters, and
g0 he was defeated by George
Smathers in 1950,

Pepper, however, remained a
palitical surviver, When he had lost
his legislative seat in 1930, he had
moved from Perry to Tallahassee.
When he lost his Senate seat in 1950,
he moved from Tallahassee to Dade
County. He made an unsuccessful
effort to unseat Senator Spessard
Holland in 1958, but his move to
Dade County paid political dividends
when a new congressional district
was created in that county in 1962,
Claude Pepper was elected to that
position, and retained it until his
death in 1585,
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Headlines announcing the May 2nd election results emphasized
Edmunds' carrying Broward County over Pepper's leading the statewide race.
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