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THE

FORT LAUDERDALE
DAILY NEWS

AND THE

BROWARD SHERIFF'S

Robert H. Gore, during his long
career as publisher of the Fort Leu-
derdale Daily News, thrived in an era
of personal journalism. Today, the
reader confronted with a maze of
faceless corporations and editorial
boards often finds it next to impos-
gible to fix the individual responsi-
bility for editorial opinions which
appear in the daily press. But dur-
ing the period from 1928 to 1963, ev-
ery knowledgeable person in Fort
Lauderdale knew who was respon-
sible for the opinions expressed in the
Daily News. That person was Rob-
ert H. (Gore, the publisher of the pa-
per. As a result, Gore, like many
newspapermen of his era, became a
maker as well as a reporter of the
news, injecting his strong personal-
ity and opinions on the political scene
at all levels. Nowhere was this more
evident than in the paper's treatment
af the Broward County SherifT's Of-

OFFICE

1948-1951

by Donald G. Lester

For the past nine years, articles in Broward Legacy by Donald G.
Lester have chronicled the county'’s twentieth century political history.
Several of these studies have focused on the influence of publisher Rober?
H. Gore and the Fort Lauderdale Daily News.

Mr, Lester was ta..n_.tn____u_ _c.:a._.._r._ﬁvﬁ.__ o write on these subjcts, A
resident of Broward County sinee 1925 he was o groduate of Fort
Lauderdale High School and the University of Miami. He served as
Professor Emeritus of History and Political Science atf Middle Georgia
College, where ke wazs honored az the 1993 Distinguished Lecturer. His
wark alzo earned kim the Cooper C. Kirk Memorial Award in 1992 and the
Robert C, Lockwood Award in 1994,

The Historical Commission iz privileged to publish “The Fort
Lauderdale Daily News and’the Broward Sheriffs Office, 1948-1951."
whick Mr. Lester completed shortly before his death on April B, 1998, This
article details the battle between publisher Gore and controversial Sheriff
Walter Clark and analvzes the part the Daily News plaved in Clark's
downfall, It haz been an honor to know and work with Donald Lester and
to heve shared tn the benefits of his vast bnowledge and research skillzs,

Trpredintely following thiz article iz g selection of photos taken by the
late Steve Cresse, chief photographer for the Fort Lauderdale Daily Mews
from 1845-1957, These pholos, dating from the same period as Mr, Lester's
article, are part of a large collection donaled to the Broward County
Historieal Commission by Mr, Cresse's daughter, Joequeline Boring,
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Fort Lauderdale Daily News publisher Robert H. Gore (left) and Broward County Sheriff Walter R. Clark.

fice, and the county's longtime, pow-
erful, and controversial sheriff,
Walter K. Clark, during the late
19405 and the opening yvears of the
1950s.

Robert H. Gore was born in
Enotteville, Kentucky, on May 24,
1886. After graduation from St.
Maryvs College in 5t. Mary's, Ken-
tucky, he worked for a number of
newspapers and also became in-
volved in the insurance business be-
fore he came to Fort Lauderdale at
the age of forty-four and purchased
the Fort Lawderdale Daily News
from the Stilwell brothers for
£75,000,

Although Gore bought the Fors
Lauderdale Daily News in 1929, he
waited for six years to establish his
permanent residence in Fort Lauder-
dale. In the meantime, Gore had
become an early backer of Franklin
. Roosevelt and was very active in
Roosevelt’s successful 1932 Demo-
cratic presidential campaign. Follow-
ing the election, Gore stood in line
with other “Deserving Democrats™ to
wait for the spoils of office. He re-

| eeived his reward in the form of his
appointment as the first Mew Deal
Covernor of Puerto Rico, Arriving in
San Juan, Gore faced an imposaible
task. Puerto Ricans were bitterly
divided over a number of issues, the
miost notable being the future status
of the island in relation to the United
States. One Faction favored complete
independence, while another favored
Puerto Rican statehood. Still another
faction was willing to settle for com-
monwealth status. MNone of the
groups seemed satisfied with the cur-
rent situation. This dissention led to
much violence, including attempts on
the povernor's life, In addition to
dealing with this no-win situation,
Gore had a feeling that he was los-
ing the support of the Rossevelt ad-
ministration. His relationship with
| James A. Farley, chairman of the
[ Democratic National Commaittee and
‘ now postrmaster general, had become

estranged as the result of an ill-ad-
vizged specch that Gore had delivered
inn Havana, Facing this combination
of obhatacles, Gore resigned as gover-
| nor of Puerts Rico. Though he had

held the office for only six months,
he cherished the title of Governor for
the rest of his life.

Robert H, Gore became a perma-
ment resident of Fort Lauderdale in
1935, Soon after settling in the city,
he also became a principal property
owner, At the urging of Port Lau-
derdale attorney George W, English,
Je, Gore purchased the unfinished
Wil Mar Hotel, a casualty of the col-
lapse of the Florida real estate boom
which had remained an evesore for
many years, Gore completed the
unsightly skeleton structure as the
Governors' Club Hotel, which opened
for business in the fall of 1937, The
hotel became Gore's greatest property
acquisition and remained Fort
Lauderdale’s most famous and pres-
tigious hotel for the next forty years.!

In 1936, Gore began his political
feuds with national, state, and local
public officials in earnest. Although
in 1832 he had emerged as an early
backer and ardent supporter of the
presidential aspirations of Franklin

| I} Roosevelt, by 1937 Gore had

started moving inte the anti-



Roosevelt camp. Ewntuul]v he be-
came a bitter critic of the Roosevelt
administration. Beginning in 1936
and in the years that followed, Gore
used the pages of the Fort Lauder-
dale Daily News to launch verbal as-
saults on Hoosevelt and the New
Deal, local congressman J. Mark
Wileox of West Palm Beach, Florida
Governor Dave Sholtz, and many oth-
ers.® However, the Gore fead that
probably had the greatest impact lo-
cally was the publisher’s eight-vear
attack on Broward Countys legend-
ary sheriff, Walter R. Clark.

Walter Reid Clark was born in
Fort Lauderdale on December 11,
1904, the eldest of four sons of James
C. and Annie Clark. James Clark
died in 1917 as the result of a snake
bite, forcing Walter to quit school in
the seventh prade in order to help
support his family. Eventually,
Walter began working as a butcher
in a small meat market. He also be-
came active in the Croissant Park

Christinn Church, whate ha assumad

a leadership position when he began
teaching a Sunday school class, In
1931, he received a good deal of pub-
licity when he was selected *King” of
the River Revelry pageant celebrat-
ing Fort Lauderdale’s twentieth an-
niversary of incorparation, an honor
bestowed upan him for reputedly be-
ing the first white male child born in
the community. In spite of his
humble origing, Walter Clark soon de-
veloped political ambitions. In 1932,
he entered the Democratic primary
in an attempt to win the nomination
for sheriff.?

That year Sheriff A. W. Turner,
in and out of office since the creation

| of Broward County in 1915, faced a

serious challenge for reeclection.
Turper’s leading opponent was
County Commisgioner J, R, Barnes
of Hollywood, who was supported by
the powerful Bogers and Morris law
firm. There were a total of eight can-
didates in the contest for sheriff. The

[ cl.'m.i-lm;gﬁ rs

ineluded Fort
Lauderdale's police chief, Lucien
Craig, who resigned his post in or-
der to make the race. Craig was a
pioneer resident and brother-in-law
of former sheriff Paul Bryan. Also in
the contest were two prominent
members of the local American Le-
gion post—B. {Brack) Cantrell, who
had an automobile agency in Fort
Lauderdale, and William Budd, who
had received considerable attention
as the drum major of the post's highly
regarded drum and bugle corps. As
noted above, also in the race was na-
tive-born Walter R. Clark, who was
certainly a dark horse and the “long-
est of the longshots.” The voung chal-
lenger was only twenty-seven years
old at the time of the June 1932 pri-

| mary. He had no law enforcement

experience, military background, or
athletic reputation. He was not sup-
ported by any political organization,
and he lacked powerful or wealthy
family connections, Walter Clark's
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Mo, if even, a man with experience; a man wha

has a known peblic record; & man whe can and will
serve all of Broward county is needed,

The south end of Beowasd Coadly has never had a
coanky-al-darge olficial ). R, Bames, of Hellywood,
aks your vole because bie ia upnin—.:td man be-
cause he will represent all of ihe county: becawe theee
EfE rrl:rlh'qu'l-nt poames bed 1o b o ollce.
Pay no atiestion ko street rumons which may indscate
such a condition.

An able, independent candidate.

Vote For
J. R. BARNES

AT-THE POLLS TOMORROW
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Walter Clark won the sheriff's office in 1932
by defeating incumbent Sheriff A. W. Turner
(above), and frontrunner J. R. Barnes (right)
in the Democratic primary.




chief claims to fame were as a pio-
neer resident and as a good-natured
butcher at a small meat market next
to the AEF grocery on Southwest
Second Street in Fort Lauderdale.®

Zince there were eight candidates
involved, it was obvious that no can-
didate would obtain a majority of
votes in the first primary, and that a
run-off election would be required.
The general assumption was that the
run-off would be between Turner and
Barnes.

Thus the primary results came
as a complete surprise. Barnes fin-
ished first, as many had expected, but
Sheriff Turner finished third, barely
ahead of Brack Cantrell. William
Budd and Lucien Craig finished sixth
and seventh respectively. The sec-
ond place finisher was none other
than native son Walter R. Clark.
Turner received only about fifteen
percent of the vote, while Barnes re-
ceived approximately twenty-five
percent and Clark twenty percent.
The run-off completed this startling
upset, when Clark defeated Barnes,
The young butcher’s surprise victory
can be attributed partly to the sup-
port thrown to him by incumbent
Sheriff Turner after the first primary,
Mot surprisingly, Clark trounced his
Republican opponent, Joseph P Moe
of Fort Lauderdale, in the general
election, and in January 1933 began
his lengthy career as overlord of the
sheriff's office. He served until July
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.!-:er nf u.u:apecta; was reduced to four:

Walter Woodward, Charley Davis,
Jack Williamson, and Izell Cham-
bers. After intensive questioning,
gheriffs deputies obtained confes-
gions from all of these except Cham-
bers. Judge George W. Tedder, Sr.,
appointed Fort Lauderdale attorney
Elbert B. Griffis to represent Cham:-
bers and Davis, and Hollywood attor-
ney W, C. Mather to represent Wood-
ward and Williamson. Since he had
not confessed, Chambers was the
only one to receive a trial. All four
defendants were convicted and re-
ceived the death sentence, the first
time a capital sentence was issued in
a Broward County court.®

After the sentences were issued,
Judge Tedder publicly congratulated
Sheriff Clark and his deputies for the
professionalism they displayed in
handling the case. The Darsey case
appeared to be over until prominent
bMack Jacksonville attorney 3P
MeGill suddenly entered the picture
and began to pursue appeals,” Melrill
charged that the confessions were
obtained by torture, which involved
constant, relentless questioning as

| well as physical abuse. The Florida

1950, a total of seventeen and one- |

half years, by far the longest tenure
of any sheriff in Broward County his-
5

During the young sheriff's first
term in office his handling of two
high-profile cases received criticism
in some circles. The first of these was
the Darsey case. In May 1933, Rob-
ert Darsey, a sixty-four-year-old Pom-
pano fish merchant, was attacked by
a club-wielding assailant and robbed
of about seventy-five dollars while
walking home with the day's receipts.
Darsey managed to stagger or crawl
home, but soon died of his wounds.

Darsey's murder sent the entire
town of Pompane into an uproar, and
spurred local law enforeement agen-
cies into action. In short order,
twenty Negroes were brought in for
questioning, and eventually the niiem-

Supreme Court sent the case back to
the Broward Circuit Court, and it
continued to bounce back and forth
from court to court for almost nine
years. Before it was over, the Darsey
case came before the Broward Circuit
Court three times, the Palm Beach
County Circuit Court twice, the
Florida Supreme Court five times,
and the United States Supreme
Court once, becoming the first
Broward case to reach the nation's
highest tribunal.

The Darsey case was dubbed the
*Little Scottsboro” case after the more
famousAlabama case which was also
noted for its great duration and ra-
cial overtones. In 1940 the United
States Supreme Court reversed the
Florida courts, stating that undue

fessions, The justices withheld the
claims of physical torture, focusing
instead on the long duration of the
intense questioning, Their landmark
decision set a precedent against reli-
ance on confessions as evidence. The
case ended in 1942, when Circuit

Palm Beach, taking a broad interpre-
tation of the Supreme Court decision,
acquitted the defendants by means
of a directed verdict. Significantly,
during this lengthy process, not one
word of criticism of Walter Clark’s
handling of the case appeared in the
pages of the Fort Louderdale Daily
News. In 1935, while the Darsey case
was still in its early stages, feelings
of disgust toward the legal and judi-
cial process spun out of control, re-
gulting in the second major crisis to
face Walter Clark's administration—
the only lynching in Broward County
history.

In July 1935, Reuben Stacy, a
thirty-seven-vear-old black man, was
accused of the attempted rape of
Marion Jones, a white woman who
lived west of Fort Lauderdale, Eyve-
witnesses positively identified the
suspect, and the case seemed *open
and shut." Public excitement con-
cerning the case grew to noticeable
proportions, and a large number of
people began gathering in Fort Lau-
derdale. The tone of the crowd, which
included a noticeable number of Pom-
panc residents, grew uglier in the
hours following Stacy's arrest, and
whispers spread that something vie-
lent was about to happen. Walter
Clark feared that the county jail
might be attacked by a large mob, and
that he with his small band of depu-
ties would be unable to handle the
gituation. After consulting Circuit
Judge George Tedder and State At-
torney Louis Maire, to obtain their
support in this volatile situation, the

| sheriff decided to move the prisoner

to the Dade County jail. The Dade
jail, which served as the maximum
security prison for all south Florida,
was located in the upper Mloors of that
county's twenty-seven story court-
house, at the time the tallest build-
ing in the state,

The sheriff assigned his brother

| Bob, who served as chief deputy,
| force had been used to obtain the con-

deputy Virgil Wright, and three spe-
cial deputies—I. G. Shuman, W. D.
MeDougald, and Ben Turner—the
task of escorting the prisoner to the
safer facility. Acar containing the five
deputies and the prisoner started the
ill-fated venture, but the mob had
anticipated the endeavor, and blocked

Judge C. E. Chillingworth of West | the roads leading south. The depu-
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ties’ car was forced off the road and
into a ditch on the West Dixie High-
way (now 118, 441}, and the crowd
seized the unfortunate prisoner,
hanged him from a pine tree, and
riddled his body with bullets. The
coroner’s inquest which followed
ruled that Reuben Stacy met his
death at the hands of person or per-

sons unknown., At a grand jury’s in- |

vestigation of the official handling of
the case, many witnesses testified,
including John Darsey, son of the
1933 murder victim, and several
membera of the coroner's jury The
grand jury cleared the sheriff and his
deputies of any wrongdoing.® A front
page editorial in the Fort Louderdale
Daily News stated:

The Law is mighty and the
Lane must preveail.

A county Grand Jury has
been ordered to assemble Thesday
to investigate the ynching here
yesterday of a negro who was the
Lizwrs ward.

He was accused of a foul
crime and had been identified
definitely and positively. There
is no question bt that the aveng-
ers "got the right man.”

The crime he altempiled,
though his attempt was futile,
was one that has ever stirred men
to personcl vengeance and prob-
ably always will,

The Law moves slowly and
ponderously. That is admitted.
Evidence of the fact that teo fre-
queendly is the course of justice ob-
structed by fechnicalilies of the
Law and subterfuges of those who
live by its manipwlation exists in
Broward County teday. The ex-
ample s the guartet of killers sen-
tenced to die for a brufal crime,
yet who have evaded the penally
sociely has decreed fo expiale
their murderous deed,

But two wrongs have never
made a right, and disregard of
the Law has never served fo
strengthen i

A erime was committed here.
Now there have been fwo crimes.
It is for the Law fo delermine
facts, to iself uphold itz majesty.
It is not for the individual or a
newspaper to assume authority in

fixing blame, in determining the
responsibility, That is the Law'’s
Jjob,

The execution here yesterdoy
wiped out a menace fo sociely.
That is pretty certain. But it ac-
complished that achievement at
the expense of low and order

The Law has been violoted,
and s majesty belittled. It is for
the Law to have the final word ?

The editorial noted the link be-
tween the lynching and the Darsey
case. Significantly, it did not contain
one word of eriticism of Walter Clark
and his deputies.

Nevertheless, the lvaching put
Clark “on the spot.” A shenff's pr-
mary responsibility is to protect his
own jail, and the failure to do s0 puts
him in a certain amount of jeopardy.
The danger that Clark faced came not
so much from the voters as from Gov-
ernar Dave Sholtz, who had the
power to suspend local officials even
if indictments or formal charges had
not been lodged. The Florida Senate
had to sustain before permanent re-
moval could be effective, but since the
legislature met in regular session
only every other vear, an official could
be suspended for up to two vears be-
fore the senate considered his plight,

Furthermore, as a matter of senato-

| rial courtesy, the senate generally

followed the wishes of the senator
whe represented the district where
the suspended official resided.

Eheriffs seemed particularly val-
nerable to the whims of Florida gov-
ernors. The 1922 removal of Broward
Sheriflf A, W, Turner and the 1933
remaval of Dade Sheriff Dan Hardie,
both of which were subsequently sus-
tained by the senate, were relatively
recent local events which must have
wiighed on Clark’s mind during the
furor surrounding the lynching, but
the Broward sheriff survived that
epizode and went on to win four more
elections. During this time he estab-
lished important connections which
made it possible for him to become
one of the most powerful politicians
in Florida.™

Mineteen thirty-six was a banner
year for Walter R. Clark. First he
trounced his sole Democratic party
challenger, B, (Brack) Cantrell, by a
more than two to one margin, Sec-
ond, he was an early backer of Fred
P Cone in the 1936 gubernatorial
primary. Cone squeezed in second
place in the fourteen candidate field
and then won the rumn-off against
Judge Raleigh W. Pettaway of Tampa

Governor and Mrs. Fred P. Cone with Sheriff and Mrs. Walter Clark
at the Clarks' wedding in Jacksonville, July 1937.



B. (BRACK)

ANTRELL

SHERIFF

AND ASSURE BROWARD
COUNTY A CLEAN, WHOLE-
AND ECONOMICAL-AD-

Fort Lauderdale auto dealer H.
(Brack) Cantrell ran for sheriff
in 1932, 1936 and 1940. This
newspaper ad is from the 1840
campaign.

by receiving close to sixty percent of
the vote, Fred P Cone soon devel-
opied a reputation as a spoilsman. An
old fashioned Jacksonian Democrat,
Cone believed that jobs should be
handed out for political work done.
Cone has been quoted as saving that
“The men who supported me in the
first primary will sit at the first
table." Sa Walter B. Clark and Fort
Lauderdale attormey Jehn D,
Kennedy, ansther early Cone backer,
“sat at the first table™ and bacame the
Broward patronage chiefs during the
Cone administration. Robert H, Gore
also supported Cone and received his
share of the spoils by receiving an ap-
pointment to the state Board of Con-
trol. The Cone connection insured
amicable relations between Sheriff
Clark and publisher Gore for the time
being. 1

In 1940, Walter R. Clark faced |

two challengers—B. (Brack) Cantrell,
making his third try for the office,
and former Fort Lauderdale police
chief K. B. McDonald, who had re-
signed his position in order to enter
the contest. Onee again Clark scored
an overwhelming vietory. He carried
every precinet in the county and reg-
istered a large majority over the com-
bined votes for his two opponents.'?

During the Depression decade,
gambling became a major law en-
forcement problem just as liguor had
been in the preceding decade, Slot
machines were actually legalized by

the Florida Legiglature, at the insis- |
tence of Governor Sholtz, in 1933, but |

there was an uproar throughout
Broward County over the existence
of the “one arm bandits.” The 1935
session of the legislature passed a law
allowing each county in the state to
hold a referendum on the 1936 gen-
eral election ballot to determine if slot
machines were to remain legal in the
county. In Broward County voters
rejected the slot machines by a ma-
Jority of 1,200 votes, ™ Nevertheless,
gaming establishments continued to
operate, primarily in the southern
part of the county, and the Broward
Sheriff’s Office did not enforce the
state's anti-gambling laws. The ra-
tionalization for official tolerance of
this illicit activity was that gambling
helped the county's depressed
econemy by aiding the tourist trade
and furnishing jebs for Broward resi-
dents. At first Clark’s tolerant policy
toward illegal gambling encountered
few objections from Robert H, Gore,
publisher of the Fort Leuderdale
Daily News."

Walter Clark’s laissez-faire atti-
tude toward gambling operations in
Broward County did attract unfavor-
able attention from Tallahassee, par-
ticularly after the sheriff's ally, Gov-
ernor Cone, left office in 1941, The
subsequent outbreak of World War I1
and federal plans to place major mili-
tary training bases in the county ap-
parently helped draw the attention
of state officials to the gambling situ-
ation there, In July 1942 Governor
Spessard L. Holland suspended Clark
for nonfeasance in office, and ap-
pointed Eddie Lee, a former minor
league baseball player, as acting sher-
iff. Qutwardly, Walter Clark took his

"i"i".l'.ltt.-.r.l'.ﬂ'_pn'n,g_ — T

ouster with good grace. He pledged
his cooperation with the new sheriff
and stated that he did not hold any
ill will toward Holland. Privately,
however, Clark was furious. He could
not see why he had been singled out,
since other sheriffs had handled the
gambling situation in their counties
in a similar manner Furthermore,
Clark had supported Spessard Hol-
land in the May 1940 Democratic
primary, so Holland's action ap-
peared to make little political senge ™
The Fort Lauderdale Daily News, in
a front page editorial, commented as
follows:

FASS IN REVIEW

The appointment of Eddie
Lee az Broward Countv'’s new
sheriff may bring a decided
change in the conduct of that of-
fice preliminary reports indicate,
If present plans progress a force
of skilled investigators will be
taken on az deputies and the
courthouse office developed indo
this area'’s law enforcement foceal
point,

It seems to be the burly mew
sheriff's idea that his office
showld function as an efficient
podice agency with his aides se-
lected on the basis of previous
meritorious low enforcement
records—and not from the ronks
of the political faithfid, It iz said
that he accepted the post only af-
ter a clear understanding was
reached that there was to be no
political pressure put on him, and
no interference on behall of cers
tain favored gentlemen long
known for their operations in il-
legal fields.

After the preliminary sur-
prise at his appointment passed
yesterday, and dizcussion of Lee
had quieted down, the opinian of
the “man on the street” seemed to
be that “if Eddie is even only half
as good asg his friends say he is,
he iz still the best man for the job."

Certainly Lee's friends think
the world of kim. His ambition,
sincerity, and honesty have never
been guestioned, Apparently he
has a greal reputation for doing
hig own thinking and making his
own decisions. The only draw-
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HOLLAND PROBES BROWARD GAMING: |
SHERIFF SUMMONED TO TALLAHASSEE

FORT LAUDERDALE DAILY NEWS
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back to his record—lack of police
experience—seents about to be
corrected by the appointment of
a st of able deprties.,

It is a foct that Lee owwes no
one anything., His career to
date—especially his rise from
lineman to chief district dis-
patcher with the power company
[Florida Power and Light] is
based on merit alone. He is a
hard worker,

Here, then, seens fo be a muan
who will bring fo the Broward
County sheriffs office the tvpe of

administration which Governor
Holland believes should be in ef-
feet during the war—the type of
administration which will bring
complete faw enforcement with
favors towards none,'®

SHNV Jr

While this editorial was signed by
Joseph K. Van Denburg, Jr., the
paper's editor, it was common know-
ledge that every opinion expressed by
staff writers in print reflected the
opinions of Robert Gore. Although
the paper indirectly censured the

Clark administration by drawing
unfavorable comparisons to the im-
provements Eddie Lee was expected
to bring to the sheriff™s office, no di-
rect criticism of Walter Clark was
included in the editorial.

Thus for ten years from 1933 to
1943 relations between Robert H.
Gore and Walter R. Clark remained
reasonably correct. When it first be-
came obvious that illegal gambling
operations were taking place in
Broward, Gore took no notice. Only

after Clark had been suspended from
| office by the governor, did Gore's pa-
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Governor Spessard L. Holland {courtesy
of the Florida Photographic Archives).

Achng: Ehenﬁ' Er.l&le Lee, f-urmer
baseball player for the L. E Coast
Guard and Fort Lauderdale
Tarpons baseball teams.
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per step up its editorial criticiam of
Clark's administration. In the com-
ing months, however, as the 1943
Florida Legislature convened, this
situation would change drastically.

The 1943 legislative sezsion
would have to deal with the question
of Clark’s suspension—either uphold-
ing Governor Holland's action or re-
instating the deposed sheriff, At this
point Robert H. Gore turned against
Walter Clark with all of the journal-
istic furor at his command. Editori-
als in the Fort Lowderdale Daily
News strongly opposed Clark'’s rein-
statement, charging that the “mob®
was fully operational in Broward
County and was determined at all
cost to have the deposed sheriffl re-
turned to office.” To prevent this,
Gore attempted to put local state
senator John R. Beacham of West
Falm Beach "on the spot® by sham-
ing him into upholding Governor
Holland’s suspension of the former
sheriff. Beacham was a longtime
supporter of Clark; therefore his rec-
ommendation on the matter would be
crucial. On May 3, a front page edi-
torial bluntly stated:

‘BRING BACK CLARK’
THE 'MOEB" WAILS
The “mob” wants Walter

Clark exonerated of the charges
by which ke was removed from

State Senator John B. Beacham

the office of sheriff of Broweard
County 10 months age by Gover-
nor Spessard Holland.

The “mob™ iz 50 sure iz in-
fluence and money can bring
about this whitewashing of Clark
it has offered odds of 5 to 1 the
State Semate commitiee, headed
by Senator John Beacham of West
Falm Beach, will rescind the
governor’s removal and reinstate
Clark.

You know the “mob.” You
have read of its operations and
have keard of—if you haver't ac-
tually seen—ifs gambling estab-
lishments,

The “mob” is headed by a
former Chicagoan who s the ae-
knowledged Broward County,
and Dade, czar of gambling op-
erations as well as slot machine
king. His first lieutenant is a dog
track owner, in business with the
gambling czar’s brother and to-
gether they possess two tracks in
fiweo widely separated stales.

Comprising the remainder of
the main cogs...are a killer
punk—eho would murder af the
drop of a hat, ¢ mutuel manager
and fwo muscle men—the boys
whe do the dirty work and intfimi-
dale people when the boss wanis
hiz way in illegal mallers
wherein normal citizens inferfere
or refuse to yield.

The “mob” does most of its op-
erating in the southern part of
Broward County and wanis very
much to make that section a
Mecea for gambling eperations.
That is why it wants Walter Clark
to be reinstated as sheriff for it
knows that with him in the
saddle it can run wide open,
Sheriff Eddie Lee, appointed by
Governor Holland to replace
Clark, cannot be approached by
these men and they are mad be-
cause they cannot fleece the pub-
lic and soldiers and sailors while
ke iz in office.

When the “mob” befs 5o 1 on
anything I is certain if has a
“sure thing.” But thiz time the
“mob” has reckoned without one
very important factor It iz no
longer just a county and stale
matfer Now the old man with

the whiskers—Unele Sam—is in-
terested in what the “mob” is bry-
ing to do. Through his very effi-
cient nephews—Army and Navy
officials—the “mob” will and can
be defeated....

The very fact that the “mob”
offers 5 to 1 Walter Clark will be
reinsteled iz a slap in the face for
Senator Beacham, for they are in-
fimating that e can or has been
reached via the “pay off roufe.
That iz an insull fo Senator
Beacham and we doubt ke will
fe very pleased with their infer
ences. Hiz reproach fo their livs
and indimations rests in adamant
refusal fo go against Governor
Helland's ouster of Clark.

Broward does not want the
fvpe af governrent odmiristered
by the Clarks over a long period,
Governor Holland kicked Walter
Clark out of office. He must be
kept out. Nor must Bob Clark,
Walter's brother, be permitted to
run for office next vear, as he has
teled friends he will,

The Clark reign has ended.
The Army and Navy officials
twant it to remain thet way, And
every honest citizen holds the
same opinion. The "mob™—and
itz colerie of gunmen, killers,
prostifutes, thieves and drug ad-
dicts—must not be permitted to
run Broward County through in-
timidation, bribery, murder and

a reign of terror’®

The following day, ansther front
page editorial followed with the head-
line, “INTIMIDATION!™

Last night the managing edi-
tor of The Daily News received o
telephone call, It came about
10:20 p.m., and the voice on the
other end of the line claimed af-
ter making inguiries relalive to
our identity and writing author.
ship to be Bob Clark, brother of
the deposed sheriff of Broward
County.

The managing editor was
called o liar — old music fo a
REWwspaperman’s ears — but pre-
ceding that remark was a siring
of expletives that would cause the
fowest street prostifute fo blush,
Thiz was repeafed several tintes
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Chief Deputy Robert L. Clark (center)
at the sheriffs office in the courthouse, 1948,

wher ultimealely the managing
editor was asked how long he had
been in Ft. Lauderdale and when
he replied “long enough™ ke was
informed he would not "be here
much longer”

This dees not mean thal Bob
Clark was actually on the other
end of the phone. It may have
been sameone plaving a practicel
Joke, it may have been one of the
“mob,” or someone frying to cre-
ate a wider rift. The truth of the
maiter rests solely with Bob
Clark. If someone impersonated
him he should find out and settle
the matter

However, an attempt at in-
Hmidation will not serve itz pur-
pose. The managing edilor re-
fuzes fo become frightened by
threats and is now more intent
than ever to press his drive in the
matter Repealed once again are
the words that ended vesterday's
page one editorial . . | "The ‘mob’
must not be permitted to Fun
Broward Couwnty through inlimi-
diation, bhribery, murder and a
reign of terrar”

And, brother we mean that

maore than ever zo infimidation
twron | urork™®

The Fart Louderdale Daily
News, in editorials and news articles,
continued its fulminations against
Walter Clark. The paper continued
to accuse the deposed sheniT of be-
ing in league with mobsters, rack-
eteers, and murderers, and to imply

that a “reign of terror™ was in slore |
| for Broward County if the Flerida

Senate would reinstate the former
sheriff, At the same time, the local
paper praised Eddie Lee “to the
skies,” in one instance pairing an
editerial critical of Clark with a news
article and photo reporting Lee's raid
on a Hollywood house in which gam-
bling equipment was seized. The
paper also continued to try to shame
Senator Beacham into supporting
Clark’s suspension, implying that
such action was the only way
Beacham could prove that he was not
in league with the criminal element.™

These fierce attacks on Clark and
his supporters certainly suggested a
much deeper rift between the sheriff
and the publisher than warranted by
the very real concerns of the military
and state officials over the gambling

situation in Broward County. By the
mid- 18408, Clark and Gore, through
their respective positions and connec-
tions, were probably the two most
influential individuals in the county,
It eeemns only natural that CGore, who
had aimed his editorial wrath at a
number of leading political figures on
the lecal, state and national levels,
would now see fit to take on the pow-
erful and popular Walter Clark.

But the emerging battle involved
far more than a conflict of personali-
ties or a struggle for personal power.
In the changing political atmosphere
of the 19408, Gore and Clark had
cofme to represent two very different
and antagonistic factions, Although
they had not been particularly close
allies during the preceding decades,
they did share many common connes-
tions—mostly centered around the
populist south Florida labor-north
Florida “cracker” coalition which
strongly supported the New Deal and
dominated Florida polities during the
Great Depression. Clark’s and Gore's
strong support of Governor Fred
Cone and the rewards it brought both
men, have already been noted, as was
Gore's early association with the ad-
ministration of Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Both Broward Countians
also supported Claude Pepper in his
successful 1938 campaign for the
United States Senate,™

By the early vears of the 19408,
however, Gore's deepening rift with
the RBoosevelt administration, his ac-
companying attacks on New Deal leg-
islation and Senator Pepper, and his
general drift toward a more conser-
vative position placed him increas-
ingly at odds with Walter Clark.
These factors no doubt contributed to
the intensity of the attacks on Clark
which appeared in the pages of the

| Fort Lauderdale Dhaily News,

In the long run, the decision on
Walter Clark's fate would not rest
with Governor Holland or publisher

| Gore. The long-standing tradition of

sematorial courtesy was still "alive
and well.” Despite the pressure put
on him by the Fort Lauderdale Daily
News and damaging testimony pre-
sented to a senate hearing commits

| tee, local senator Beacham supported

Clark’s reinstatement, and the sen-

| ate concurred by a unanimous vote,
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The autographed photo of
President Harry Truman above |
and the letter at right are among
Sheriff Clark's papers.

Governor Holland stromgly objected
to the senate's action, but there was
nothing he copld do abowt (.

Walter B. Clark was reinstated
as sheriff of Broward County in May
1943, replacing Eddie Lee, who soon
afterwards moved to Miami.® The
following yvear Clark was the benefi-
ciary of o “free ride” in his quest for a
fourth term.™ He was unoppoesed in
the Democratic primary and had no
Republican opponent in the Novem-
ber general election, The incumbent
sheriff scemed to be at the height of
his personal popularity

In the vears immediately follow-
ing his reinstatement, Clark also con-
tinwed to build his influential connec-
tions at the state and national lev-
elz. In 1944 his wife served as a
Roosevelt delegate at the Democratic
MNational Convention. Also in 1944,
he established a personal friendship
with Senator Harry 5. Truman of
Missouri, who visited Fort Lauder-
dale that year. This friendship con-
tinued after Truman moved up the
political ladder to vice-president and
finally to president. Clark also
strengthened his friendship with
Senator Claude Pepper to the point
that Pepper remarked in 1946 to one

THE WHITE HOUSE
WA S G TSy

Decerber 1, 1944

Daar Mr, Clarks

Thesze past few weeks have been ao

erowded that this is the first opportunity I have

had to tell you how much your kind and inspiring

letter has meant to me, Your warm words of copn=

Fidence ard your generous expression of hospitality
are deeply appreciated,

My special thanks to you!

Ya |
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Shuri’f of Broward County,
Fort Lauderdale,
Flarida,

of Clark's deputies, whom he met | ter the other. The result was the
while speaking in Indiana, that | “Flood of 1947." New River over-
“Walter and Bob were his boys,"™ At | flowed, covering downtown Fort Lau-
the same time, Bobert H. Gore grew | derdale with water. Flood conditions
more adamant in his opposition to the | spread to the sutlving sections of the
politics of President Boosevelt and his | city, and many a resident had to wade
supporters. In a 1944 editorial cov- | through the water in order to reach
ering a Truman speech in Broward | his residence. While the flood was
County, Gore charged that Truman | an inconvenience to the residents of
had “grown senile in the service of | Fort Lauderdale, it was devastating
the New Deal™ The Fort Lawder- | tothe residents of Davie, then a small
dale Daily News strongly supported | farming community. Crop and live-
Senator Harry F. Byrd of Virginia for ' stock losses totaled millions of dollars,
president in the 1944 Democratic pri- | and the water supply was contami-
mary, and launched an all-out attack | nated. Sheriff Clark and his depu-
on Pepper's bid for reelection to the | ties “worked around the clock™ fur-
Senate.” nishing relief to distressed Davie resi-

Nineteen forty-seven was a | dents. The Broward County Sheriff's
memaorable year for Broward County. | Office played a herculean part in the
Heavy rains soaked the county | massive relief effort, and Sheriff
throughout most the year, followed | Clark’s efforts only strengthened his
by two fall hurricanes, one soon af- | reputation among the citizens of
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The Pompano State Farmers Market, 1948,

Broward County as a benefactor of
the community. Throughout his
years in office, Clark had used his
vast palitical influence to obtain fund-
ing for the Tenth Street (now Sun-
rise Boulevard) causeway, the lease
of the Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Sta-
tion to Broward County for use as a
civilian airport, the Pompano State
Farmer’s Market, and the locating of
the State Boad Department's Fourth
District offices in Fort Lavderdale, ™

As the 1948 election approached,

however, it became increasingly evi-
dent that Clark was not invualnerable.
With the gambling allegations which
had continued to plague him sinoe his
reinstatement still hanging over his
head, Clark faced his most serious
opposition since he was first elected
in 1832, Joseph C. Mackey, local avia-
tion pioneer and a Fort Lauderdale
city commissioner since 1947, filed
against the incumbent sheriff, Frank
| Tuppen, Broward County Juvenile
Officer, alzo entered the sheriff's race,

Drive, Fort Lauderdale.

Acre Drive in Plantation.

Beenes from the 1947 fleod. Above is Southwest
First (Brickell) Avenue at North New River
At right is the
intersection of Broward Boulevard and East

| Mackey, in particular, waged an ag-

gressive campaign in his efforts to
topple Clark.

Through the pages of the Forf
Lauvderdale Daily News, Robert H.
Gore launched an all-out effort to
oust Walter Clark from office. The
paper divided its extreme blasts be-
tween editorials and regular news
articles, Early in the election yvear,
Ciore published a front page open let-
ter to Governor Millard Caldwell as
fiollows:

DEAR GOVERNOR CALDWELL:

Now that the entire cotmntry
knows what we've been telling
you for the last three years are you
going to continue fo ignore our
plea for the clean-up of Broward
coundy or do vou fndend to finish
oiid vour term with nothing but
reminders that the GOOD
PEOQPLE ARE ENTITLED
ONLY TO THE KIND OF GOY-
ERNMENT THE GAMRBLERS
PUT IN OFFICE!

Az chief exeeutive of this state
do vou intend to permit such law-
abiding cifizens as the Chicogo
Crime commission reveal to the
nation that YOUR STATE
ANTI-GAMBLING laws are be-
ing viclated without lifting a
hand, or will you shrug the com-
mission off as “interfering north-
ern carpetbageers™?




Governor Millard F. Caldwell
(Courtesy of the Florida
Photographic Archives.)

You know as well as Sheriff
Clark does that the rools of mob-
ster-evil are imbedded deep in
Broward county. What we want
to know, s whether or not you are
going to act by an immediate in-
vestigation of law enforcement in
thiz county or are you going fo
accepd the nalion’s rewspapers’
challenge as vou have ours in the
past by permitting the sheriff's
department lo “wink™ at illegal
gambling here?

Since your own representa-
five in this county—Assistant
Stale Allorney Hogers—has
proven in Judge Tedder's court
that two big gambling casinos
operated without fear of being
cloged by the sheriff, DON'T
YOU THINK IT ABOUT TIME
THATYOU STEPPED IN AND
DEMANDED TO ENOW WHY
SHERIFF CLARK PERMIT:
TED THIS VIOLATION OF
YOUR LAWS?

O do we wait for o mandale
of the peaple in the May elections?

The people of Broward county
expect an early answer to our lef-
ter /¥

The paper followed with an edi-
torial which denied that gambling
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activity was necossary to encourage
winter visitors to come to the county,
The article attacked the claim by “cer-
taim business men in this area” that
"without gambling Broward county
would immediately fold up,” and
asked sarcastically if they meant
“that all of the money we spend each
year by such agencies as the Cham-
ber of Commerce extolling the advan-
tages of spending the winter in Fort
Lauderdale is just so much green-
backs being stuffied down a rathole?”
The article went on to cite an unoffi-
cial “survey” conducted by the News,
in which winter visitors were asked

why they chose Fort Lauderdale as |

their vacation destination. *Not one |
of them uttered one word about gam- |

bling!™

Another scathing denunciation of
Sheriff Clark's failure to enforce
Florida's anti-gambling laws ap-
peared in a Fort Lauderdale Daily

News front page news article on Feb- |

ruary 20, 1948. The article stated in
part:

A sordid indiciment of
Broward county under the polifi-
cal dominalion of Chicago and
New York gangsters and hood-
lems who heve “abeolute controf™
of pambling here was laid before
the nation today.

V. W Peferson, operating di-
rector of the Chicago Crime com-
misgsion, foday fold The Daily
News that the commission’s an-
nual report revealed this sifua-
Hon in Broward county:

"Bome of the most elaborale
gambling establishments in the
coundry are in Broward county,
Fla., with the Costello-Capone
combinalion in condrol of gam-
bling there.

“Rocea Fischetti and Charles
Fischetti, Jack Guzik and other
Chicago hoodlums are in close
alliance with the New York Frank
Coslello organization.

Their control of gambling is
absolute and for a number of
years compelent observers have
pointed out Broward county is
politically controlled by gambling
inferests . . "

Gruzik, former operating head
of the vast crime syndicale orga-

nized by Al Capone and to whom
iz aftributed control of gambling
in the Chivago area, has been in
south Florida for several months
along with Charles Fischetti.
Roceo Fischetti came here “on
business™ shortly affer posting
bail on a charge in Lake county,
i,

Costello, @ prominent winfer
figure in Broward county, iz one
af the most powerful political fig-
wres in New York....

Peterson said the crime re-
port does not name any Broward
county gambling spots or any of-
ficials controlled by the mobs “be-
cause we did not specifically List
Broward county condifions in our
local report — but we are con-
cerned with the nationwide
power grabs by these gambling
interests which have unlimited
financial resources.”

“Your local law enforcement
officers, specifically your sheriff,
can uncover these alliances and,
i necessary, can call for kelp from
the FBI or treasury depariment
agents,” Peterson said . . ™

Walter Clark, obviously irked by
the constant verbal bombardment he
was enduring from many directions,
replied to these charges by declaring
flatly that “meob” elements “don’t dare
come into Broward County and they
know it well™ He declared that as-
sertions of gangater domination of the
county “leok like attempis to give
Broward county the name that exists
in Dade County every winter”, and
answered the report of the Chicago
Crime Commission by stating that
Rocco and Charles Fischetti, the Chi-
cagoans said to be working closely
with New York interests to contral
Broward gambling, had not ®or ever
will be” in the county. They, “like the
rest go to Dade county and particu-
larly Miami Beach, because they
would be picked up in 20 minutes” if
they came to Broward, said Clark,
The sheriff then stated that he had

i investigators keeping tabs on mob-
gters “all over the nation, at all

times.” He added that the Fischettis
and Guzik were in Chicago, *We are

| in a position to keep hoodlums out of
| here and we've been keeping them
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gut. We would know in five minutes
if they were here. "™

When Dwight L. Rogers, Jr. re-
placed Louwis F. Maire as assistant
atate attorney in 1947, a new official
voice was added to the anti=gambling
faction. Hogers felt that the contin-
ued existence of illegal gambling op-

erations was “just wrong."™ On Feb- |
ruary 12, 1948, he went into circuit |

court and asked for an injunction
against the most notorious gambling
houses.® The action was filed in
chancery, and was therefore a civil
suit, carrying no criminal charges.
Rogers listed ten prominent Fort
Lauderdale citizens who were will-
ing to testify on behalf of the injunc-
tion. These men—Frank 0. Bass,
Ralph A. Horton, N, N, Case, August
Burghard, Fred Cabot, A. Gordon
Shand, James D. Camp, Alwen
Neuharth, Reverend John H.
Hanger, and Russell McCaughan—
included bankimg officials, leading at-
torneys, the postmaster, and promi-
nent businessmen.™

The injunction had its desired
effect, The Lope: Restaurant, owned

by Jerry Lopez, and the Club |

Greenacres, owned by Frank A,
Stone, closed. The floor show at the
Colonial Inn, featuring Joe E. Lewis,
Carmen Miranda, and Eay Bolger
among its stars, was scheduled to run
four days beyond the injunction dead-
line, The club ran without gambling
for those four nights, then closed per-
manently as a gambling operation.
This action ended the careers of the
most conspicuous gambling establish-
ments, but had no effect on smaller
houses since they were not named in
the injunction and therefore contin-
ued to operate as usual

At a meeting held soon after the
gambling club injunctions, the
Greater Fort Lauderdale Ministerial
Agsociation made the following state-
ment: “We the ministers of the
greater Fort Lauderdale Ministerial
Association commend highly the of-
fice of the state attorney in its stand
to enforce in Broward county the laws
regulating gambling. We offer that
office the full support of our associa-
tion.” The association went on to
decree that it was opposed to gam-
bling in any form, whether conducted
under the auspices of religious, fra-

Assistant State Attorney Dwight
L. Rogers, Jr. (courtesy of the
Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society).

ternal, or private groups.™

The Reverend Clarence Stauffer
of the Croissant Park Christian
Church issued a dissenting opinion
as follows: *I do not believe we get
the true picture through our local
press. We get a biased presentation.
Therefore, I move vou, Mr. Chairman
(REev. Hoyt Tatum, president of the
association and pastor of the First
Methodist Churchl appoint a commit-
tee composed of the president and
three past presidents to investigate
all reports, statements, and allega-
tions before we accept any matter as
factual and before we allow that mat-
ter to formulate the opinion of the
Ministerial Association.” It is inter-
esting to note that Walter Clark was
an active member of Stauffer’s
chureh. ™

Although the injunctions issued
by the state attorney's office did not
implicate Walter Clark or the sheriff s
department, the Forf Landerdale
Daily News continued its two-front
verbal assault, with both editorials
and news articles condemning the
embattled sheriff, as the 1948 elec-
tion campaign progressed, One news
article mentioned a “benefit” sched-
uled by friends of Walter Clark to
nsgist his reelection campaign. Tick-

ets were being sold at $1.50 each with

assurances of plentiful entertain-
ment and “prizes.” The article made
sport that the longtime sheriff with
his “rich mobster friends” would need
such a "benefit.” Another news ar-
ticle charged that “gambling activity
has resumed,” listed a number of
gambling places that had reopened,
and then quoted the sheriff's depart-
ment as saying, "no gambling now
e¢xists in the county so far as we
kemow, ™

Ina February 28 front page news
article, the Daily News reported:

MACKEY BLASTS
CLARK LAXITY ON GAMBLING

Jozeph O, Mackey, candidate
for the office now occupied by
Sheriff Walter Clark, lashed out
at the present administration
Friday over radio station
WFTL...

Muackey todd his air audience
that should he be elected sheriff
af Broward county the low en-

- :
RE-ELELT \

LARK )

¢ SHERIFF

The infant som of Fort
Lauderdale Mavor Reed A,
Bryan, Jr., campaigns for Walter
Clark, 1948,
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JOE MACKEY for SHERIFF

“Temare five & Chenge — for the Metier™

These advertisements for Clark's rivals in
the 1848 Democratic primary appeared in
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News.

forcement agency would cease “to
be a spot for minor handouls,
gince I do not consider that char-
ity is a function of the sheriff's
office; and since the income of the
sherifls office is established by
law, there is no legal way to ar-
range such handouts...”
Mackey also revealed his
stand on gambling in the county
by recognizing the work of Ste.
Attorney Dwight L. Rogers, Jr,
in closing gambling ot Colonial
Inn and Lopez' restawrant and
crificizing the lack of cooperation
on the part of the sheriff's office

¥t .. il detr it Pk .
MHH-HHH-FFHH w\-—n—--.-l#l.l.l'i L
PROALANS, M OUCATIRE MUEPAGE A b, IesTin BKL .
TIEh ™ ama by w TIHIEUT G s i & VLA R el
TR T S e VAT TR S e ot 1 et

Mr. Tuppea hos aberdsd SIK SFECIAL ' FBI
TRAINING SCHOOQLS whizh weare cum-
pleled with sablsfaction fo K3 |I|I|"l¢hu‘i.
Wilth this kro HE WILL fachlon
SHERIFF'S QFFICE afler the FEl PLAMN Eh
we ol know it fhe WOELD'S EEST, with o
comalele 18l of RECORDS and MODERMN
IDEMTIFICATION BUREAU. The SHERIFF'S
OFFICE WILL EE GPFEH TO THE PUBLIC
AT ALL TIRES AMD WILL BE OME YOU
AMD YOUR FAMILY CAN ¥ISIT WITH
PRIDE. For your PROTECTION ssd SAFETY,
deoutins from this office will be on call
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS soch doy. ssven
dayi & wiek. M, Tuppen hnbﬂn-lrul

your friends,

dand of Hdi Cousty for Hﬂ'{
Mere is any doubl fa y nd a h II
ABILITY, HOMESTY ald INTEGRITY,| ask

Prefersacs ikall Be glvea to 'l'lllr-nh in
law prfercement work

—— g e

| in helping Rogers to wipe out all
existing garmbling in the county,
He concluded by warning all
interested parties that his candi-
dacy was “not for sale” and re-
marked that he had furned down
“an offer of 3100007 to kelp him
pet elected ™
Robert H. Gore eontinued his
vehement attacks on Clark as the
campaign progressed.  An editorial
page article in April was typical:
THE SHERIFF'S RACE
This vear's sheriffs race iz a
study in condrasts,

For! Lauderdale City Com-
missioner Joseph Mackey, candi-
date for the sheriff's post, swings
hard and often at the incumbent,
Walter Clark, via the radio and
REEPERS,

Frank Tuppen, Broward
counly probation officer of the
Juvenile court until he re.
signed recently and former
deputy sheriff under Eddie
Lee when Walter Clark was
removed from office . . . 15 con-
ducling a guiet campaign
amaong his many friends
throughout the county and
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enlisting their aid fo unseat
Clark ... .

Clark refuses fo answer any
charges about illegal gambling.

Getfing back fo candidate
Mackey, who has thrown the book
af the sherifls department for the
manner in which that office has
conducted itz affairs, ke has gues-
fioned tlegal gambling, murders
and swicides but so far hasn’t
been able to get the sheriff to an-
swer He's pointed out that o
World War IT veteran, who is sup-
porting Mackey for sheriff, was
approached by certain members
of the sheriffs office and asked
to correct his ways. Now we un-
derstand that a number of veler-
ans are meeting next week fo form
a group to work openly for the
defeat of Clark.

Mackey has promised that
his campaign will get “hotter™
as it goes along!

As we said earlier, Frank
Thppen s condeciing a very quiet
canpaign. Tho quiet, in fact, if
we know Thppen like we think we
do. He knows as much about this
part of Florida and what has
faken ploce during the past five
VEUFE a8 any person and we are
wondering what he'll have to say
when the time comes to say i?

If you have ever seen Tuppen
pitch softball, you know what we
mean—he slips those Sirikes over
when least expected | | |

And don't forget that there iz
reported to be more than 5000
more voters this Hime. It could be
that all 8,000 are in favor of
cleaning up Broward county!/M

As the May primary election day
approached, one fact seemed certain
— Sheriff Walter R, Clark faced the
most serious challenge of his politi-
cal career. As Robert H. Gore used
his newspaper resowrces in an all-gut
effort to oust the long-serving incum-
bent, editorials and news stories cov-
ering the campaign became virtually
indistinguishable,

Most observers assumed that Jo-
seph Mackey was Clark’s major op-
ponent. The Fort Lausderdale city
commissioner staged a very aggres-
sive campaign, accusing the incum-

| BOUrcES.

bent sheriff of a variety of deficien-
cies ranging from failure to enforee
Floridas anti-gambling laws to in-
competence in office to running a
walfare agency from the sheriff's de-
partment, implyving that the money
may have come from questionable
Frank Tuppen, the other
challenger, waged a low-profile cam-
paign that stressed his qualifications
in law enforcement work, Neverthe
less, Tuppen was not to be underes-
timated,

On election day, Sheriff Walter R.
Clark overcame the unyielding oppo-
gition of the daily press and scored
the greatest triumph of his entire
career. He received 8,897 vates, while
Frank Tuppen totalled 4,446, and the
aggressive Joseph C, Mackey lin-
gered in third place with 3,305.4

How was Sheriff Clark able to
achieve this remarkable triumph in
the face of an almost daily barrage of
criticism from Broward County's

| largest and most influential newspa-
per? Walter Clark never lost his hold

on the ordinary voters of Broward

| County, Stories of the sheriffs down-

to-carth accessibility and personal
generosity were lependary. Local
residents also remembered with
gratitude Clark's tireless and success-
ful efforts to obtain improvements for
Broward County, ranging from large
projects such as the Tenth Avenue
causeway, the Broward County (later
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Interna-

| tional) Airport, the Pompano Farm-

ers’ Market, and the State Road De-
partment Fourth District headguar-
ters, to the repair and improvement
of a number of county roads. The
efforts of the Broward Sheriff’s Of-
fice to help the residents of Davie af-
ter the 1947 flood were particularly
fresh on many voters’ minds. As a
result of these factors, Walter Clark's
personal following and vote total ap-
parently exceeded any popular opin-
ions against illegal gambling #

In November 1948, Walter Clark
was elected to his fifth consecutive
term and stood at the apex of his per-
gonial and political power. His solid
local power base and his state and
national connections made him one
of the most powerful politicians in
Florida, Nevertheless, some signs
remained on the horizon indicating

that Clark could be heading for seri-
ous trouble. In addition to the con-
tinued opposition of Robert H, Gore
and the Daily News, shifts in the
state legislature loomed as & new
threat ta Clark's security. When Gov-
ernor Holland had removed Clark
from office in 1943, the shenfl was
able to gain reinstatement because
the local senator, John Beacham of
West Palm Beach, was a long time
supporter. With the tradition of sena-
torial courtesy in full force, the
Florida Senate reinstated Clark by a
unamimous vete. The 1945 session
of the Florida Legislature, however,
separated Broward County from the
Falm Beach County senatorial dis-
trict. In the May 1946 Democratic
primary, thirty-four-year-old Fort
Lauderdale attormey George Leaird
defeated state representative John
Burwell in the run-off election. The
new senator was no ally of Clark, so
the sheriff lost his main protector in
Tallahassee, Walter Clark's liberal
attitude toward the presence of ille-
gal gambling in Broward County,
while not a decisive factor in the out-
come of the 1948 election, proved to
be the sheriff's achilles heel. Civie
groups, the state and national gov-
ernments, and above all the Fort
Lauderdale Daily News all combined
their efforts to monitor the gambling
situation in Broward County, The lo-

State Senator George W. Leaird



Governor Fuller Warren (courtesy of the
Florida Photographic Archives).

cal paper discussed its concern with
wide open gambling in a long edito-
rial that stated in part:

DON'T FORGET BROWARD
COUNTY, GOVERNOR!

Gow. Fuller Warren told the
Miami Crime Commisgsion thet
fie was reconsidering his previ-
ous decision not fo remove Dade
County Sheriff Jimmy Sullivan,
from office.

This apparently means that
the gorernor is beginning o pay
some atiention fo the veices of
decency that! are being raizsed in
this state clamaoring for official
action fo uphold proper low en-
forcement in South Floride....

The governor hasn? ye! sug-
pended Skeriff Sullivan. But the
inference of his visit fo Miami
Monday iz that he will shortly do
so. If he does, The Daily News
will applaud that move. Sheriff
Sullivan has proven his unfiiness
for public office, and his replace-
ment by a better man cannof help
but be a step toward tighter law
enforcement in Dade coundy.

But Governor Warren can

hardly swuspend Sheriff
Sullivan without taking simi.
lar action in Broward county.
We have a sheriff who has ex-
pressed the same sentiment
foward illegal gambling as
Sullivan. Our faw enforce-
ment sttuation is equally as
bad as Dade counivs. The
same mobster element is in
conrtroel here as has infiltrated
Dade county,

If Governor Warren only cons
cerns kimsell with Dade county
it witl mean that Broward coundy
will immediately become the
gambling capital of south
Florida, The mobsters and the
crooks who are run ot of Dade
county will seek shelter here.
Under the circumsiances that
prevail the people of Broward
coundy can have no assurance
they won'¥ find that shelter

Our people have only one pro-
tection. If Governor Warren sug-
pends Sheriff Sullivan he must
also suspend Sheriff Walter Clark
and replace him with an abler
man. That man is available in
the Ft. Lauderdale police depart-

Dade County Sheriff Jimmy Sullivan
{courtesy of the Historical Association of
Southern Florida).

ment. He is Roland Kelly, whe
as chief of police of this city, has
dermonstraled time and again his
ability and his desire to keep the
ganmblers ount of Ft, Lauder-
dale M

dimmy Sullivan, a former Miami
policeman and former prizefighter,

{ had been first elected Dade County

sheriff when three-term incumbent

| sheriff D. C. Coleman decided to

foresake that post to seek a place in
the Florida Senate. Coleman suc-
cecded and remained a power in
Dade County politics for a number of
years.® Sullivan “rode™ into the
sheriff's office on a wave of personal
popularity, but soon found himself on
the receiving end of a torrent of criti-
cism because of the existence of ille-
gal gambling in Dade County. In a
fiercely contested election, Sullivan
trounced former Miami mayor
Perrine Palmer in the run-off. Early
in hizs second term, Sullivan contin-
uied to be the target of “reformer™ at-
tacks, and soon Robert H. Gore joined
the long line of Sullivan eritics. Ina
number of editorials, Gore struck

| hard at Sullivan, usually coupling his
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Left to right: Senator Estes Hefauver, Senator Lester Hunt and Miami
Crime Commission investigator Dan Sullivan, examine a chart
outlining alleged Broward County gambling connections at the July
1950 hearings (courtesy of the Historical Association of Southern

Floridal.

attack on the Dade sheriff with a jab
at Walter Clark 48

Ags the anti-gambling activity
among various factions and reform
groups grew in intensity, the United
States government took an increased
interest in gambling and its connec-
tions with organized crime. In 1950,

at the urging of Estes Kefauver,
Democratic United States Senator
from Tennesses, the Senate autho-
rized an investigating committee to
probe gambling interests with an
emphasis on their connections to po-

litical office holders. The committes, |

headed by Kefauver, opened their
hearings in Miami,

The Eefauver Committes slated
closed meetings for May 1950 and
open hearings two months later,
Sheriff Jimmy Sullivan of Dade and
Sheriff Walter Clark of Broward were
both subpoenaed to appear at the
May and July hearings, Clark was
not an impressive witness at the July
public hearings. He gave the impres-
sign of suffering from a case of am-
nesia when questioned about gam-
bling operations in Broward County.
When asked if Claude Litteral, a part-
ner in the Colonial Inn, had collected |
campaign money for him, had been |

degignated to eollect, or had other-
wise aided in his campaign, Clark
replied that he did not know, admit-
ting only that Litteral was “for me,”

He testified that Jake Lansky, an-
other Colonial Inn partner, “told me
that he was going to do all he could
for me" in the 1948 campaign, but
denied knowledge of Lansky's crimi-
nal record. To many questions he
simply answered “T don't know™ or “I
can't recall.” When asked about bo-
lita, Clark said that all he knew was
that was a game “that niggers play.”
He also claimed that in 1948 he had
been elected on a “liberal basis.™’

When the committee questioned
hiz investments, Clark mentioned
geveral. Each time, Kefauver asked
if there were more, Clark's attorney,
C. L. Chancey, asked if Kefauver had
in mind anything in particular,
Kefauver picked up several items
among the papers that were laying
on the table in front of him. Then he
mentioned the Broward MNovelty
Company. The “other shoe had
dropped_ "#

In 1945, Walter Clark and his
brother Bob had invested in the
newly-formed Broward Novelty Com-
pany, that handled juke boxes and
cigarette machines. Apparently the
Clarks, though bath officers in the
company, were not active in its oper-
ating management. That manage-

Walter Clark (right) testifies before the Kefauver Committee in July
1850, At left is Clark's attorney, C. L. Chancey.



ment was left to Gordon Williams,
who allegedly added bolita and slot
machines to the items handled by the
Broward Novelty Company. The
Kefauver Committee, through its ac-
cess to tax records, had discovered
the novelty company’s gambling in-
valvement and the Clark connection
to the company. Walter Clark
sturmbled with his answers. He ad-
mitted his investment, but denied
any knowledge of the company's gam-
bling involvement.*

When the news of Walter Clark's
damaging admissions to the
Kefauver Committee reached the
public in the summer of 1950, critics
were sure that the "smoking gun™ had
finally been found. Clark™s enemies
now felt they had documented proof
that the Broward sheriff was actu-
ally the county’s gambling kingpin.
Among the most vocal of those en-
emies was Robert H, Gore. In a blis-
tering editorial, the Ford Lauderdale
Daily News charged:

SHERIFF STANDS REVEALED AS
UNFIT FOR OFFICE

The sheriff of Broward
county stands revealed before the
people today as a man unfif to

any longer wear the badge of pub-
lic office ke has sworn fo uphold.

Sheriff Walter Clark has
some likeable attributes, But no#
even his closest friends can deny
the foct that Waller Clark’s testi-
mony before the Kefauver crime
commities in Miami Salurday
BORE o rfr:rnnirlg inelictrment rJ]"-."zJ'm
and the low enforeement offtoe iz
actions have disgroced,

From his own lips came
words that proved beyond a
shadow of a dowbt thal the sher-
iff of Broward county nof only
didn't enforce the law, but was an
active pariner in a gambling con-
cerne thet was engoged in break-
ing the low, And this despite the
focl that the sheriff has on four
lactually fivel cecasions faken a
sodemn oath to enforce the o,

The sheriff denied Enowing
thet the Broward Novelly co, had
paid federal Heense fees on slot
mackines and has a lucrative
fncome from bolita operalions.
The sheriff and kis brother, Chief

Deputy Skeriff Robert Clark, are
fwo of the three pariners in the
Broward Novelty co. The sheriff
admifted under oath, after if was
reluctantly forced from him by
the Kefauver committee, that the
biggest portion of his [ncone
cafme from the operations of the
Broward Novelty co. Hizs share
af the take in o single year was
admittedly as high as S20,000.

Yeit Sheriff Clark would have
the Kefauver committee and the
peaple believe that he didn’t know
the source of these profits. He
wopld have the commiftes and
the people believe that ke, a law
officer in this area for the past 1T
1]2 vears doesn't even know how
baolita iz played.

It is no wonder Sheriff Clark
sweated on the wilness stand Sal-
urday, He was a sorry withess
and a pitiful one af times. For
years his office has known that
the game of bolita is the biggest
seourge of our negro population.
It iz a vicious rackel that lives off
the dimes, nickels and quariers
of the poorer segment of our popu-
lation....

There were rumaors before
that the bolita racket in this area

Winter | Spring — 19
s condrodled from the sherifTs
office. The Daily News has tried
fime and again toget proof to sub-
stantiate those rumors,

Now there i no reason fo get
the proaf. It has come from the
gheriff, himself, and the people
now know that the rumors were
true, and Bhat a man they trused
eratygh ba elect tooffice repeatedly
has betrayved their trust while his
pockets were being lined with the
dirty profits of a gambling game
af the lowest order

Sherifff Clerk showld have the
decency to realize that his testi-
moany Saturday reflected his un-
fitness to further serve the people
of this county as a law enforce-
ment officer. He, and his chief
deputly, should resign before an
optraged public opinior derands
ouster action from Gov, Fuller
Warren . . *

With that editorial blast, Robert
H. Gore eontinued his all-out cam-
paign to oust Walter Clark from of-
fice, In 1948, Gore had tried to con-
vinee the voters to remove the sher-
iff and was unsuccessfiul. This time,
he appealed to the governor to re-
maove Clark from office. Both the Fort
Lauderdale and the Florida State

This photo of slot machines at "Papa Joe's Gay Nineties Club” in
Hollywood was taken by a private citizen in July 1950 and sent to
the State Attorney General's Office,
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Junior Chambers of Commerce and
the Broward County Republican Ex-
ecutive Committee appealed to Gow-
ernor Warren to remove Clark from
office, and Miami columnist Carlton
Montayne, a longtime Clark friend,
appealed to the sheriff to resign.®

Warren himself had endured con-
siderable criticism for what many
considered as half-hearted actions
against the various gambling inter-
ests active in Florida. Deciding that
he must act decisively to neutralize
his eritics, the governor summoned
Walter Clark to appear before him on
July 21, 1950, to determine if the
sheriff would be suspended from of-
fice.

At the same time, Assistant State
Attorney Dwight L. Ropers, Jr. and
County Solicitor Otis Farrington re-
quested a grand jury investigation of
the Broward Sheriff's Office. Rogers
asked that the jury remain in session
and meet as often as necezsary to
hear evidence and testimony before
rendering a verdict. This action al-
lowed the prosecutors sufficient time
to gather evidence necessary for a
trial, Circuit Court Judge George W,
Tedder, Sr. granted these requests
and ordered the grand jury to con-
vene on August 3,

On Thursday, July 20, Sheriff
Clark and his attorney, C. L. Chancey,
left Fort Lauderdale to meet with
Governor Fuller Warren in Tallahas-
see. A student of Clark’s career de-
scribed the meeting in some detail;

The meeting with Governor
Warren began prompily at 10200
a.m. Friday morning in the small
cabinet room which was filled
with fifty people. Fuller Warren
was flanked on either zide by
Richard Ervin, the State Atfor-
ney General, and Reeves Bowen,
the Assistant Atlorney General.
The Governor provided the Sen-
afe committes, also assembled in
the room, with a copy of the
Kefauver commitiee franscripl.
Warren began the hearing by say-
ing, ‘It appears from this that you
are a member of a partnership
which since 1945 has been en-
gaged in a violation of the law.'
Then Warren asked Clark
whether he had testified before

the Senate erime committee on | perfect cover. By f-l:nfuﬂ.i-l;; on that

July 15, Clark answered, T did.”
Those were the only words spo-
ken by Clark during the hear-
ing.X
Then Clark’s longtime attorney,
C.L.Chancey, entered the fray with
an eighty-minute verbal plea in be-
half of his embattled client. He ar-
gued that the governor could not re-
move Clark from office over the al-
leged Novelty Company vwiolations
because those infractions had taken
place before the start of the sherifi's
current term. He maintained that
the Kefauver Committee had over-
stepped its jurisdiction when it re-
vealed the Broward Novelty
Company’s bolita operation. Chanoey
also stated that much of Clark’s
trouble resulted from the vendetta of
certain south Florida newspapers
determined to drive the sheriff from
office. Then he produced a thick
sheaf of letters written in support of
his elient,™
At this point, Governor Warren
brought the "hearing”™ to a sudden
and insulting end when he tersely
stated, “An order suspending Sheriff
Clark will be made. The hearing is
adjourned.” As he spoke, Warren
stood up, He left the room without
another comment. With the
governor's sudden departure, there
was nothing for Clark and Chancey
to do but return to Fort Lauderdale, ™
Governor Fuller Warren, viewed
by many observers of the political
scene as lacking the capacity for swift
and decisive action, had now disposed
of the Broward sheriff in near record
time. Warren's treatment of Clark
was indeed inconsistent with several
of the governor's past actions. For
example, Warren's excuse for not re-
moving Dade County Sheriff Jimmy
Sullivan, who faced similar accusa-
tions to those leveled at Clark, was
that the Dade voters had reelected
Sullivan in 1948, He failed to note
that Walter Clark had alse been re-
elected that same year, and by a
much more impressive margin. But
consistency was not Warren's pri-
mary concern. He was determined
to get out of the firing line, and
Clark's damaging admission before
the Hefauver Committee gave him

incident as his sole piece of evidence
against Clark, he could move quickly
and conclusively to end the case, ap-
peasing anti-gambling sentiment
throughout the state.

The choice of a replacement sher-
iff would not be so easy. To help in
the selection, Warren appointed a pa-
tronage committee made up of three
of his main Broward County support-
ers, Wellington E. Bunch, Sr., E. ¥
Roberts, and Dave Turner. The three
committeemen, however, were di-
vidied in their recommendations, A
rumor circulated that Fort Lauder-
dale Police Chief Roland Kelly was
under sericus consideration for the
appointment, but Kelly took himself
out of consideration when he stated
that he would not accept the appoint-
ment, While the patronage commit-
tee remained divided, no auch inde-
cision bothered State Senator George
Leaird. Leaird boldly recommendead
omve of his chief allies, thirty-six-year-
old former Hollywood vice-mayor
Amos Hall, and Governor Warren
rade the appointment. The mem-
bers of the patronage committes were
furicus and resigned “in a huff”
Warren probably had no choice; be-
cause of the time-honored system of
senatorial courtesy, Leaird could
have blocked any appointment which

Sheriff Amos Hall, who sue-
cesded Walter Clark in July 1850,
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|:lu:1 not mest with his approval, New-
ertheless, the governor should have
recognized this fact from the begin-

ning, and avoided placing three of his |

most loval supporters in such an em-
barrassing situation,™

Crovernor Warren's surmmary sus-
pension of Walter Clark was followed
by even greater problems for the
Broward sheriff. OnAupgast 17, 1950,
the grand jury indicted Walter Clark,
Bob Clark, and Gordon Williams on
separate charges of illegal possession
of alot machines and conducting a
lottery. Also indicted were James
Johnson, a Novelty Company em-
plovee, and Trueman Lytle, an al-
leged bolita operator. Six days later,
the grand jury indicted twenty-two
reputed “underworld figures”
charged with gambling vielations at
the Greenacres west of Hallandale,
the Club Boheme on Hallandale
beach, and the It Club just outside
Fort Lauderdale.® The principal ca-
sino figures quickly pleaded puilty
and were fined 51,000 on each count
of operating a gambling house. They
paid fines totaling $16,000 and left
the area. In the weeks that followed,
the remaining individuals, all people
of lesser importance in the gambling
house operations, turned thermselves
in, and each paid a $1,000 fine.*

The dispesal of these cases left
the three partners in the Broward
Movelty Company to bear the brunt
of the prosecution. Walter K. Clark,
who only a short time before was one
of the most powerful politicians in
Florida, was now “on the skids."
Even more devastating than his le-
gal misfortunes, Clark discovered
that he was ertically ill with leuke-
mia, His future seemed very bleak
indead,

The trial of Walter Clark, Bob
Clark, and Gordon Williams took

place before the Criminal Court of |
Record with Judge William T, |

Kennedy presiding and County So-
licitar Otis Farrington prosecuting.
Walter Clark's attorney, C. L,
Chanecey, represented all three defen-
dants, and was assisted by J, B,
Patterson, a successful Fort Lawder-
dale trial lawyer.™

Robert H. Gore, having wit-
nessed and contributed to Walter
Clark’s suspension from office, was

Broward County Solicitor
Otis Farrington.

not through with his fallen foe. The
publisher now wanted to see Clark
in jail. A Fort Lauderdale Daily News
editorial stated:

.- . The grand jurys action,
however, doesn’t automatically
mean that those found respon-
sible will pay the proper penally,
Indictments are not convictions,
Indictrents are the grand jury's
buziness, but convictions on those
indictments are the responsibil-
ity of other law enforcentend agen-
cies,

In Broward countys case it
prild e County Solicitor ORis Far-
Fingtons duty fo prosecile | | |

Farrington wonl have an
easy fask, It can be presumed
that the gambling erowd will
fight these indictments with all
the influence and all the power
they can command. The best of
legal talent will undoubtedly be
summoned fo aid the defense . ..

Grand jury indictments fol-
lowed by convictions with proper
punishment can signal the death
blow to organized illegal gam-
bling in thiz area. Gamblers will
contfinue to break the law when
they know they are not apt to be
convicted even if they might be
indicted. But let them onee learn

that convictions are apd fo follow
fdictments in this connty and i
will be an unwary and an WRise
gambler who will fake a chance
on breaking the law.™

Robert H. Gore, long convinced
that Walter Clark was tied to
Broward County’s illegal gambling
operations, now seemed to assume
that the testimony before the
Kefauver Committes was sufficient
proof of the sheriff’s guilt. But Otis
Farrington's task as Broward County
Solicitor turned out to be much more
complicated than that.

The first trial of Walter Clark,
Bob Clark, and Gordon Williams be-
gan on December 6, 1950. This trial
coneerned the slot machine charges,
with & second trial covering the bo-
lita charges scheduled to take place
at a later date. The proceedings were
enlivened when Farrington and J. B,

| Patterson exchanged insults. Inm an

effort to secure needed testimony,
Farrington granted James (Jay)
Johnson, a top Novelty Company em-
ployee, immunity. However,
Johngon's testimony proved disap-
pointing to the prosecution. Johnson
acknowledged that he worked for the
Broward Music Company, as the
jukebox company was alsoe known,
but he claimed that he did not know
who the owners were. He turned all
money over to the bookkeeper. Rob-
ert Hall, the bookkeeper, in turn tes-
tified that he deposited the money in
the bank or placed it in a drawer, but
did not know who took it out or to
whom it belonged. As the trial con-
tinued, a parade of witnesses took the
stand, but not one of them admitted
knowing who owned the machines or
with whom they shared the profits.
They only dealt with “Jay” — James
Johnson,™

Throughout the trial, the defense
attorneys stressed the fact that the
prosecutor had to prove his case "be-
vond a reasonable doubt.” Neither
the Clarks nor Williams took the
gtand. Farrington remarked that
several of the witnesses were guilty
of perjury, but that proving it would
be difficult. The main prosecution
witnesses failed to deliver the evi-
dence needed to prove their case.
After deliberations that lasted less
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than one howr, the jury announced a I

verdict of “not guilty” The specta-
tors greeted the verdict with loud
applause.®

Omne month later, on January 8,
1951, the trial on the bolita charges
began, This time, Farrington re-
ceived permission to try Williams
first, with the trial of the Clarks to
follow. The prosecutor introduced
sales tax reports which revealed the
bolita operation into the court record
and believed that he had enough evi-
dence for a conviction, but ence again
hiz star witness let him down, James
Johnszon testified that he had indeed
thrown bolita numbers, but stated
that he had acted on his own with-
out Williams' approval. He claimed
the ticket sellers and lottery payodffs
were paid from Williams' own money.
Bookkeeper Robert Hall, the last wit-

ness, admitted receiving bolita re-

receipts came from, or where the
money went once it was placed in the
company's safe, The prosecution’s
evidence was circumstantial. Under
the rules of evidence, Gordon Wil-
liams was found not guilty of the lot-
tery (bolita) charges. Because the
evidence against the Clarks was the
same as that against Williams,
Farrington nel prossed his case
againgt Walter and Bob Clark,
Jehnsoen freely accepted full Blame for
the company's bolita operation be-
cause he had been granted immunity
by Farrington. The profits from bo-
lita were never directly traced to the
Clarks or Williams, which allowed
the three men to avoid conviction.™
While the trials were in process,
Walter Clark's health continued to
fail. He was forced to use crutches
to attend the Williams trial. As he
grew weaker, he was admitted to
Johns Hepkins University hospital in
Baltimore on March 24, 1951.

A few months previously, the evi-
denee against Walter Clark that sur.
faced during the Kefauver hearings
seemed compelling—compelling
enough to warrant the sheriffs sus-

pension from office by Governor |

Fuller Warren. Yet, the embattled
Clark won a clear “not guilty™ ver-
dict on one charge against him, and
saw the other charge dropped. The
reason for this shift was probably
two-fold. First, the prosecution was
“let down™ by its witnesses. Despite
the efforts of Solicitor Farrington to
prove his case, the witnesses were
simply unable or unwilling to testify
to any Clark connection to the slot
machines or the bolita operation.
Secondly, in spite of the torrent of
abuse the former sheriff received at
the hands of the daily press, in spite

of a wave of anti-gambling sentiment,

| and in spite of the Kefauver Commit-
ceipts, but did not know where those

tee hearings, Walter Clark remained
a popular figure in Broward County.
Much of the local citizenry remained
stubbornly loyal to Clark, and any
Jury would have been somewhat re-
luctant to render a verdict that would
have sent the beloved former sheriff
to prison.

With the criminal charges dis-
pensed with, the way was cleared for
Walter Clark’s reinstatement as sher-
iff. His suspension was based on his
part ownership of the Movelty Com-
pany, which allegedly owned slot
machines and ran an illegal lottery
Sinee no evidence directly linked
Clark to these illegal activities, many
people believed that the Florida Sen-
ate, in s April session, would decline
to ratify the governor's action. As
Clark's health continued to decline,
it became increasingly obvious that
he would be physically unable to as-
sume the duties of office, but many
people hoped that reinstatement
would serve as a token of support and

Charges
Disimissed

et [ET T
Han Big Plicta

appreciation for the ailing former
gheriff, Robert H. Gore feared that
such sympathy might return Clark
to office, and a Daily News editorial
lamented the implications of such a
move, even if Clark was physically
unable to serve:

HUMANITARIAN GESTURE?

A few days ago, when it be-
came apparent that former Sher-
iff Walter Clark was suffering
fraom an incurable ailment, the
people of this county saw a quiet
move get underway to have
Walter Clark reinstated as a “hu-
manitarian gesture” fo a dying
man.

The Deily News reporied this
movemend for the news that if
wees. We refroined from editoriel
comment becanse we did not feel
that it was in good taste fo sub-
Jecta man as sick as Walter Clark
was reporied fo be to any eriti-
cigm. MNor did we really believe
that the move fo reinstale Clark
would receive serious consider-
alion from the powers that be af
Tallahassee.

Mow, however, we have
learned differently . . .

Walter Clark, himezelf, iz in
the picture in name only. His
supporters, who claim to be mo-
tivated only by “humanitarian”
impulses know full well that if
Walter Clark's illness is as seri-
aus s has been reported, e will
never be able lo exercise the du-
ties of shertff. But if he is rein-
stated by the Florida senale he
will have a claim for back pay
from the time ke was suspended
and he will have the power to



name a chief deputy, whoe fo all
practical purpozes will run the
sherifTs offrce,

This chief deputy would no
doubt be Walter Clark's own
brother, Robert, who has held
dotwrn that post in the past, and
wrho was in Tallahassee Thesday
putling pressure on bhe sencate fo
reinstate Walter Clark to office.

Robert Clark’s sentiments o=
regards law enforcement are as
well known as kis brother’s, As
chief deputy under Walter Clark,
Robert Clark was fust as much a
partner to the lax law enforce-
ment policy that was in effect kere
as was Walter In foct rumor had
it that Robert Clark, and not
Walter, was the real power behind
the throne and the real business
man in the sheriffs office . . .

The real friends of Walter
Clark, and there are many of
them in this county, should real-
ize that the former sheriff isnld
being helped by this latest move,
His illness is being used as a po-
fitical football in o game fo win
corntrol of the gheriffs office . . 2

Gore and the Daily News had no
need to worry, Senator George Leaird
was determined to retain his Holly-
wood ally, Ames Hall, in the sheriff's
office. Again, the time-honored tra-
ditien that the local =enator’s wishes
b followed held true, and the Florida
Senate ratified the suspension of
Walter Clark.™

Walter R. Clark died April 24,
1951, He was forty-six vears old.
Thus ended the remarkable career of
a man who rose from a butcher's
helper to become one of the most pow-
grful public figures in Florida.
Clark's funeral, held at Fort
Lauderdale's First Presbyierian
Church, was magnificent. Lined up
saluting the casket bearing the body
of the former sheriff as it was car-
ried from the church were police of-
ficers from a number of Broward
County municipalities. The Rever-
end Edward P Downey, pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, and the
Reverend Clarence C, Stauffer, pas-
tor of Clarks own Creissant Park
Christian Church, led the proces-
sion,™

Robert H, Gore's Ford Lauderdale
Daily Mews first directed mild criti-
cism toward Walter Clark in 19440,
The paper did not launched its bar-
rage of anti-Clark editorials until
1943, increasing those in number and
intensity during the 1948 election
campaign and the 1950-51 gambling
crackdown, in spite of the fact that
illegal gambling operations were
flourishing in Broward County for
several years prior to 1943, For the
first decade of Clarks tenure in of-
fice, relations between the sheriff and
the publisher remained reasonably
cordial. One explanation for this is
the fact that although Gore pur-
chased the Fort Lawderdale Daily
MNews in 1929, he waited for six vears
to establish his permanent residence
in Fort Lauderdale, and thus did not
become actively involved in the
Broward County political scene un-
til 1935, In the late 19305, as has al-
ready been noted, Gore and Clark
supported many of the same candi-
dates and positions, most notably the
campaign and administration of Fred
F Cone as Governor of Florida, More
than any other single factor, the Cone
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connection prevented the Clark-Gore
fewd from erupting during the 1936-
1941 period. After 1940, however,
Gore's hostility to Franklin D.
Roosevelt and his New Deal admin-
istration prew in intensity, and Gore's
wrath seon extended to Roosevelt’s
supporters. Clark's unswerving sup-
port for Koosevelt, and later Harry
8. Truman, has been considered as a
probable cause for Gore's extreme
hostility towards him.*=

Although these state and na-
tional political alliances and rivalries
form much of the background for the
evolving relationship between Walter
Clark and Robert H. Gore, it was
Walter Clark's testimony before the
Eefauver Committee that ultimately
destroyed him. The sheriff®s damag-
ing admissions before that commit-
tee furnished the ammunition for
which the anti-gambling element had
been searching.” Under severe po-
litical pressure and editorial criticism
for his reluctance to suspend local
officials, Governor Fuller Warren
used the Kefauver Committee inci-
dent to suspend Clark and thus get
his many and powerful ¢ritics “off his

Walter Clark's funeral procession at Fort Lauderdale's First
Presbyterian Church. Leading the procession at center are Rew.
Edward P. Downey (left) and Rev. Clarence G, Stauffern
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back.” In spite of his success in elud-
ing criminal charges, Clark was
never able to regain his office after
Warren suspended him.

While Robert H, Gore applauded
Warren's action, he soon had a fall-
ing out with the governor, who then
joined the long list of targets for
Gore's editorial barbs. InApril 1951,
less than a year after Warren sus-
pended Clark from office, an edito-
rial in the Fort Lauderdale Daily
News pronounced that he headed
*the list of Florida's sorriest gover-
norg,” because of his failure to sus-
pend Dade County Sheriff Jimmy
Sullivan under similar cireum-
stansas.™

Gore’s editorial feuds with pub-
lic officials on all levels of government
continued unabated until 1963, when
he zold the Daily News — by that
time renamed the Fort Lauderdale
News — o the Chicage Tribune in-

terests. With his political clout and

a substantial fortune acquired
through his newspaper and real es-
tate ventures, Gore continued to be
a powerful and controversial figure
in Broward County until his death
in 1972,

Over forty-five yvears after his
death, Walter Clark, too, remains a
controversial personality. Tt could be
gaid that there were two Walter
Clarks. There was the one pictured
by the daily press, who allowed ille-
gal gambling to exist in the county,
whao allowed mobsters and racketeers

to operate freely and openly, and who |

was assumed by many to be corrupt.
Most of these charges were exaggera-
tions—there was never any “mob

rule” in Broward County during |

Clark's term of office. But, as Clark
himself admitted, he at the least
maintained a tolerant attitude to-
ward the countys numerous “harm-
less” but clearly illegal gambling op-
erations. At the same time, there was
another Walter Clark, the one fondly
remembered by many “old timers"
still living, They remember a man
who used hiz considerable influence
for the public good, who brought
roads, facilities, and jobs to Broward
County, and who oversaw the rescue
operations in Davie during the 1947
fMood. They remember the compas-
sionate individual who helped many

people who were “down on their luck”
during the lean Depression years,

and they remember the sheriff who
ran an efficient office, kept the pub- @
lic order, and did his job . . . most of

the time.

The Broward County Sherifl's Department, 1946. Left to right: Sara
Freeman, Earl Sharp,A. . Marshall,A. D). Wittcamp, Gene HEyvan, Lloyd
Miller, Robert Clark, Walter Clark, Roy May, Harry Crook, Claude
Tindall, Virgil Wright, unidentified.

Notes

1. For a mere detailed account of Gore's sarly 4. IBidd.; Al the author's personal know ledge.
life, see Paal A Gore, Paaf the Edge of Pog- 5. “Elected County Officials,” Broaard Lagaesy,
ertv: A Bicgpraphy of Robert Hayes (Gore, Sr vel, B, nos, 1-2 (WinterSpring 1983), 30;
iFort Lawderdnle: B H. Gore Co., 1550, Donald G, Lester, "Brownrd Politics 1928-
Also see, Donald G. Lester, *The Fort La- 1938, Palitical Influence in Depression Ern
derdale Daily News and the City Election Beroward,” Browerd Legrey, val, 13, noa 3-4
of 1837," Broward Legaey, vol, 15, noa, 3-4 {SumameerFall 18505, 11.

[SumaerFall 1902}, 11-16 &, For & more complete discussion and analy-

2. Laster, “Fort Lauderdale Daily News and sis of the Dnrsey case, sed Donald G. Leater,
City Ebection of 1887," 16-24, “The Darsey Case: Little Seottsboro Hevis-

3. William H. Kramer, “Walter Clark, Lagend.- ited,” Broward Legacy, vol. 11, nos. 1-2 (Win-
nry Sheriff of Broward County,” unpuab- terSpring 1988), 2-13,
lighed Master of drts thesis (Floridadilan- 7. 11 ia nat kmown who poad for MeGill's ser-
tiz University, Boca Raton, 1993), 5. | vices, but it is the author's recolbection that



Winter | Spring — 26

many contempornry cheervers thought that
the state and naticnal WAACE footed the
kill,

B. Lester, “The Darsey Case,” 9-10,

9, Fart Losderdale Daily News, July 20, 1935,
10, Lester, “Broward Politkes 1928-1934," 17,
11. Thid_, 20.

12. Kramer, “Walter Reid Clark,” 20-21,

13, Ibid., 32; Fort Laouderdale Daily Mews, M-

vamber 4, 1936,

14. The nuthor’s personal cbeervation, coupled
with reading varicus issses of the Fort Lay-
derdizle Daily Mews from this period. An
early, and relativaly mild eriticism of Clark's
handling of the gambling situatien ap-
peared on February 7, 1940, when the pa-
per chastised Clark for being out of town
whion a joint state-F.B.1. gnmbling crack-
dewn produced sherifls department raids
on three gaming estnblishments, and for ned
taking greater initiative in shutting dowm
gamhling.

15, Governar Holland probakly did net take the
Clark endorsement seriously. During the
first primary, Walter supported Helland
while hia brother Bob sapported B, F. Paty
of West Palm Beach. Haolland apparently
thoaght the Clark brothers were hedging
their bets.

16, Fort Lawderdnle Dodly Newa, July 24, 1942

17, Mhid., May 1, 1943,

18, [hed., May 3, 1943,

19, Ihid., May 4, 1943,

0. [hid, May 11, 1943,

%1, Donald G. Lester, “Gore ve. Pepper: The
Fort Lawderdale Daily Mews and the Sen-
wta Election of 1944, Brawand Legacy, vol
17, oos. 3-4 {Summer/Fall 1994), 31-32,

2, The nuthor's personnl observation.

23, Les worked for Eastern Abrfines in Minmmi
for many years, eventually becoming presi-
dent of the airline's eredit unicn. He died
in 1969, Obituary clipping in the archives
of the Fort Lauderdale Historieal Society.

24, Fort Landerdale Daily News, June 1, 1843,

26. Harry 5. Trasman to Walter B Clark, De-
eember 1, 1948; Gone Kynn to Walter K.
Clark, July 5, 1948, letters in the archives
al the Broward County Histerical Comnenis-
sion, Fort Lauderdale, Florida; "Pags in He-
vien, " undated Fart Lasderdale Daily Newa
clipping foi. 1944) in Walter Clark Scrap-
ook, Broward County Historicnl Commis-
sion archives.

26, Fort Lopderdale Datly Mews, February 18,
1844,

27. For a detailed acecount of the 1544 senato-
rial campaign, see Donald . Loster, *Gore
va. FPepper,”™ 2d-d4.

28, Clark’s public service efforta wers not with-
ot their critics, For example, the source
of funding for relief dispensed from the
sheriff's offlen, presumably inclieding 1947
food relief, was questioned by Clark's op-
ponent Joseph Mackey during the 1948
alection campaign,

28 Fort Louderdele Dwily News, February 20,
1548, ;

A0, fbid., Fobruary 24, 1948,

AL fbid., February 20, 1848,

AL fhidl

4. Krnmer, “Walter Beid Clark®, 58,

. August Bu.rgih.'lni amd Philip W-'ui.n:'lli:l.g,
Checkered Sunehine (Galneaville: Univer-

sity of Florida Presa, 19646), 265,

A8, Ihad.

A6, Thid,

A7, Fort Lauderdale Daily Mews, March 3, 1548,

A8, Ihid,

A9, Thid., April 18, 1843,

40, Ihid,, February 28, 1948,

41, Thid., April 10, 19445,

42 Kramer, "Walter Reid Clark™, 70, Interest-
ingly, despite the bitter Battle between
Clark and the Fort Lasderdale Daily News,
the aheriff purchased advertising spacs kn
the paper, and his notices appeared promi-
nently throughout the cammpakgn.

43, The authos's personal knowledge and opin-
o

44, Fort Lapderdale Daily News, February 21,
1850,

48, O C. Coleman, kng asseciated with the
business and banking power structure in
Dinde County, had actually lost the 1932
Demseeratie peimary to Dan Hardie, Dade’s
legendnry sheriff, but Governor Dave
Sholtz arbiteartly sespended Hardie in
14953,

48. Forf Lauderdale Daily Naws, February 21,
14960,

47. For these quotes, see the Ford Lasderdale
Patly News, July 15, 17, 1950, When asked
what he meant by being elected on a lik-
#ral hasis, Clark responded, *1 mean [ don't
goarcard sncoping in private hesiness and
Ieorres (o see what everybedy's doing.”

48 Krnmer, *Walter Reid Clark”, 80T

49. For a more complete account of the
H;Eum['.mmltleehﬁu‘iﬂﬁﬂ]‘hfﬁﬂ.
“Walter Rebd Clark®, 841, and the appro-
priste articles in the Fort Lasderdinle Daily
MNews of mid-July 1950,

50, Fort Lauderdale Daily News, July 17, 1950,

51, ki, July 18, 1950; Kramer, "Wnlter Reid
Clark™, 85

52 Kramer, “Walter Reld Clark”, S6F

5, Fort Louderdale Daily News, July 21, 19540,

54. Kramer, “Walter Reid Clark®, 5788,

0, It is unfortunnte thint so little has been wril-
ten concerning the time-hopored tradithon
of senatorial courtesy. Recognition of the
views and whims of bocal senators makes
underatanding the suspension and rein-
atntement process simple.

. Fort Louderdale Dodly News, Augast 18, 24,
1980, Amcong those indicted were Claude
Litteral, Jake and Moyer Lansky, W. H.
Bischoff, VincentAls, and Samuel L. Bratt,
all of whem had besn menticned promé-
nently in the Kefauver hearings.

&7. Burghard and Weidling, Checkered Sun-
ghine, 273

&8, Kramer, “Walter Reid Clark®, S0,

88 Fort Lapderdale Daily News, August 25,
1850,

&0, Informnation on the trinl is taken from the
Fart Landerdale Daily News, December 7-
4, 1550,

&1, Krnmaor, *Wnlter Reid Clark®, 92

62. [hid ; Fort Lauderdole Daily News, Janu-
ary 8-10, 1551,

63, Fort Louderdele Daily News, April 4, 1981,

&4, The author speculates that hod the local
senator been Hepresentative John W,
Burwell rather than Leaird, Clark probahbly
would have been reinatated as sheriff.
Burwell and Clark wers close politically.

However, this s ion cannot be proven.
£5, Burghard and Weldling, Checkered Sun-
ghime, 27411

64, The author's fathes, Fort Laoderdale atioe-
ney Hugh Lester, was firmly convinced that
Gore's extreme cpposition to Franklin Iy,
Roasevelt was the chiel motivation for the
publisher's hostility townrd Walter Clark.

67, In & radin apeech, Kefauver stated that he
wns “shocked” st Clork's moquittal nnd pro=
ceeded to eriticize the jury for ignoring the
waork of the Hefnaver Committes. James
Wilson, foreman of the criminal court jury
which aequitted the Clark defendnnts, told
the Tennesses senator where to “head in”
‘Wilson snid, *1 am shocked and disappointed
ak the statement of Senater Kefauver in
which he, by inference, tied together the
testimnony that b heard in Minmd with the
Clark trinl. He is apparently unfamiliar
with the fazis of ovidence introduced in the
trinl. Dossn't Mr. Kelfauver know that the
evidence he gathered in Miamd was not in-
trodoced? As foreman of the jury sworm to
conaider the Clarka innocent until proven
gailty, 1 fiee] this jury did its civie daty in an
intelligent and forthright wayx Further-
more, AS & tnxpayer, cititen, and ex-1L8.
Marine, [ resent any rellestion en my inkel-
ligence or verncity, 1f Kefhover wants to
debate the issse publicly, [ will mest him
pgbther in Florida or in his nntive hills of
Tennesses” Forl Lacderdale Baily Newa,
Jareary 14, 1951,

B&, Fort Lmdr;dnf:ﬂﬂf{rnha,ﬁpﬁlﬂ. 1851,
After pecebving prolonged verbal and odi-
torial bombardment, Governor Warren fi-
nally suspended Sherif Sullivan for fhilure
to enforce the anti-gambling laws, and ap-
pointed Tom Helly, & prominent member of
the American Legion, as acting aberifT
Then, suwddenly ard without warning, War-
ren reinsiated Sullivan, thus removing
Kelly ard initiating ancther round of adi-
torind nbuse. Wirren then removed Sullivan
again, this time appointing Sonny
Henderson a8 ncting sheriff. When Helly
opposed Henderdon in the 1952 primars, the
campaign between thess two “reformers”
soon degenernfied imto a mudslinging con-
test, Henderson supporters aoeused Helly
of extreme moral failure and the Micmi
Heraeld withdrew its support of Kelly, But
the voters decided the charges were aim-
ply not believable and gave Kelly a large
mepjority, In 1956, Dade County's game of
“musical chairs™ ended when Kelly beat
Jignmy Sullivan by a large majerity o re-
tain the sheriffs office, For the above see-
nario, the author is depending on his

%)



