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On July 24, 1996, Broweard
County Historian Helen Landers,
along with Barbara Poleo and
Rodrey Dillon of the Broward
County Historica! Commission
ataff conducted an oral Ristory
inberview with Mary Laramore
Smith, Fort Landerdale piomneer,
community leader feacher
Broward County Historioal Com-
missioner and founder and long-
time president of the Black His-
torical Society of Broward
County. The topics discussed
ranged from Mrs. Smith's per
gonal and family background
and extensive community service
fto  the  history of Fort
Lauderdale’s northwest section
and the struggle for civil rights
in Broward County.

Mary Emith passed away
November 18, 1998, less than four
months after thiz inferview was
completed. Thiz annofated and
edifed ftranscript captures her
recollections of a lifetime of dedi-
calion and service, as SOMeons
who helped make, as well as
document and preserve, Broward
County's history,

| HL:Let's go back in time to when

vou were a little girl. Why don't |

vou begin by telling us about |

where you were born and what
vour parents told you about your
earliest years, and maybe some-
thing about your mother and fa-
ther.

M3: I should start out with I'm Mary
Laramore Smith. I was born in Fart
Lauderdale August 21, 1935, on Sec-
ond Street, delivered by a Bahamian
midwife who delivered most of the
babies in Broward County before we
had Dr. Sistrunk.’

Later my family moved on
Andrews Avenue, where we were the

| across the street from the Richardson
Golf Course, on the Charles
Henderson property. They had one
daughter, Mila Henderson. Later, her
[Mrs. Henderson's] brother came, and

on the property. We were one big fam-
ily, Although it was segregated, we
i didn't know the difference! I think,
as children, we got along well, am:l
| although we went our separate ways
! to our different schools and oor dif-

only black family, We lived right |

ferent churches, we had to obey our
parents and live as one family. 1 re-
call one time we learned the words
that we shouldn’t have learned and
we called each other the names that
we shouldn't have, Our parents
whipped all of us, and we had to go
back and play and forgive each other.

HL: Did you have big Sunday
dinners at your house?

MS3: Mama [Bernice (Major)
Laramore] always cooked a big meal
on Sundays, You know, it was differ-
ent during those days, People have
chicken every day now, and, you
know, vou have vour sweets, We
didn't do that. She would bake on
Sundays, then have your Sunday din-
ner, and you'd have that for the week,
You know, what's left over. During the
week, she boiled beans and stuff like
that. We were on the farm where we

| got all the fresh vegetables we
he and his wife, Sybil, built a home |

wanted because my daddy was the
farmer there.

You see, the Hendersons had abig
chicken farm and they sold the eggs.
So Mila's job — his daughter’s job —
and mine was to inspect the eggs. We

| put them through the machine, and
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Mary Laramore Smith (courtesy of Vincent Smith).

if we saw a spot then we put thatin a
basket.?

HL: How old were vou when you
were doing that?

MS: We were about eight and nine,
ten vears old. That was our job, He'd
sell those white legged chickens and
those . . . what do they call those other
chickens?

HL: The little tiny chickens? The
fryers?

MS: And we had goats. Then he sold
goat milk, goat meat, so it was really
nice. We learned how to make cottage
cheese, though I've forgotten now, but
we made it. Mila and T would puat it
in little bottles and roll it, and then

we got cottage cheese and butter and
stuff.

And we stayed there until I was
about thirteen vears old, when we
moved into our permanent home on
Eighth Avenue — 417 MNorthwest

| EighthAvenue.” We had trying times.

First of all, we weren't used to play-
ing with a lot of black children. They
called us“MNassaus,” and that created
another problem, because at that
time Fort Lauderdale's black area
was predominantly people from west
Florida and Georgia. Our way of life,
our Bahamian culture, was quite dif-
ferent. Most of the people who came
from the islands lived within their
culture and had certain rules and

regulations. They were very strict
peaple, more so than people from the
other parts of Florida and Georgia.

HL: Mary, was part of the Baha-
mian culture the Episcopalian
church?

M5: Most of the Bahamians who
came here were from the Church of
England, and this is where we got our
roots. When they came here, there
were no black Anglican churches, and
so these men got together, and Mr
Bain gave the land and they had a
single frame house on it that [in 1916]
they made into a church, 3t
Christopher's Episcopal Church.*
Then, later on [in 1926], my father
[David Nathaniel Laramore] made all
the bricks for the present church now
that we have on [Morthwest] Fourth
Street and Sixth Avenue,

He had a single-brick machine,
and he mixed the mortar and put it
in the machine, and it sat for a time.
Then he'd take them out and set them
out till they dried.

HL: What color were they?

MS: Just gray. And he also made the
bricks for 5t. Ann's Church in
Hallandale.

HL: When vou were living on
Morthwest Eighth Avenue did
you go to school?

MS: Oh ves, | went to Dillard High
School on Fourth Street. They called
it Dillard High School, but it was first
grade on up through twelfth grade.

HL: Who were your teachers? Do
you remember them?

MS3: Yes, my first grade teacher was
Miss [Adel R.] Lovett, my second
grade teacher was Miss [Merle]
Curry, my third grade teacher was
Mrsz, [Edna J.] Wade, my fourth grade
teacher was Mrs, Evelyn RHoach, and
my fifth grade teacher was Mrs.
Bessie Mingo. Oh ves, she beat us to
death about our times tables!

HL: When you were in the sev-
enth grade, did you have more
than one teacher?

MZ: Oh yes, we started changing
classes,

HL: Who were some of the prin-
cipals of the school?

MZ: When I first started it was Mr
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The Old Dillard Sehool, 1001 Northwest Fourth Street, Fort Lauderdale, 1942,

Walker® Then Mr Moseley came af- |

ter Mr Walker died [in 1942], and he
was the principal there until I fin-
ished high schoal ®

HL: When you were in high
school, besides studyving and talk-
ing the regular curriculum, were
you involved in any plays or any
clubs?

M3 Well, I wasn't involved in too
many extracurricular activities be-
cause our parents were strict and
they believed in yvou being home and
not being involved in all kinds of
things. But at one time, when I got
up in maybe tenth grade, I started
working for the Hunt family. James
Stone Hunt — you know the school
is named after Mr Hunt, who was the
developer of Coral Ridge Properties.
I worked for his son, James Hunt, Jr.
The little police officer that died —
that was my baby, Rocky, that they
killed in Deerfield.” Ilooked after the
children, cleaned the house, and
cooked the dinner. I started working
with them in Coral Ridge, Then they
moved to another subdivision.

RI¥: Mary, please tell us about an
event from this period that made
a big impression on vou,

MS: The leak at People’s gas plant.? -

Mr. Hunt brought me home, and it
was late, ten o'clock. He'd always see

Clarence O, Walker

me get in the house, so0 when I got in
and he had pulled off and gone back

home, there was not a soul in the |

house. My aunt lived two houses

from us, and I went to her house, She |

wasn't at home, and I couldn't see one
person in the strest. S0 then [ got

very upset, and I called back to the |

Hunts. [ said, “There’s no one here,

and there’s no one next door, and |

there's no one nowhere," Mr Hunt

said, “Well you stay in the house and |

8. Meredith Moszeley

then call back later™

So it was real late. Ithink Daddy
came back, and I was just ¢rving.
Mama said, “Well, we didn't think
about you!™ Oh Lord, | had to laugh.
Ehe said, “We were getting out of
here.,” People went as far as West
Falm Beach [to get away] from the
gas leak. Tt was right in the heart of
the northwest section.

I don't remember when it hap-
pened, The People's Gas people knew
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Above are Mary Smifth's
parends, Dovid N, and

Mary Smith prepares dinner
at a family gathering (photos
courtesy of Vincent Smith).

it happened. It was all in the paper. |

I was a big girl — I don't know
whether I was in college. I think it
wag during the summer.

HL: Do vou think that other ar-
eas of Fort Landerdale evacu-
ated?

MS: No, it was in the heart of our
community. Everyboedy in that area
got out from there, and it got to other

T iy e

parts of the northwest section. People
left. They picked their children up
and went cut of town,

HL: Mary, where did you learn
| to cook? DNMd your mother teach

you?

[ MS3: Iforced her to teach me to cook!
I wanted to cook so bad, and at first

they didn't want me to. S0 when they
| went off | cooked, but I forgot to put

the salt in it. My mother, being an
excellent cook, seasoned it up and you
couldn't tell that I hadn't put any salt
in the pot.

HL: Tell us how you became such
a good cake baker.

MS: Well, I watched her, and then
she started making me do it, after I
got married. The only thing I didn't
learn how to do was make fresh
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bread, and she did. You could amell
her bread, and [ mean it. People came
from miles and miles just to eat her

bread.

HL: Mary, tell us about where
vour mother and father came
from.

M3: My mother was born in Fort
Lauderdale in 1914, Her family was
from Long Island in the Bahamas.
Her parents — her mother's people,
and I think Grandfather's people —
were from Massaw, My father came
from Cat [sland in the Bahamas,

BF: Do yvou know why your fa-
ther came from the Bahamas?
Did he come to farm?

MS: Mo, he came to be a minister, a
priest. But they didn't have a semi-
nary for black people at that time, the
turn of the century really, and so he
never did achieve that. Well, he did
in his later life. He became a per-
petual deacon, which means that
you'll be a deacon forever. And then
you would not aspire to be a preacher.

His first famaly was killed in the
28 storm. He only talked about it
onge, because somebody had confused
me as to saying that my mother was
not really my mother. But she was,
That happened way before [ was
born, and the person just didn't un-
derstand. And so I went home and [
told her, “They told me that you're not
my mother” She did not say anything
until Daddy came home. And he
called us in, and that was the first

and last he ever spoke about it. But |

other people told us about his first
family. He almost lost his life, too.
They took him back to the izlands to
recosperate and gain his strength, be-
cause he was up in a tree.

He said [that] when the baby
slipped from his wife’s arms, then she

gave up. His father-in-law, mother- |

in-law, all of them [drowned).

They were on the lake — Lake
Dkeechobee. They dug trenches to
bury these bodies.

RI); Didn*t you tell me that when
vou were a child you used to go
over to the lake, to Chosen?

M3: Chosen, Florida, veah, We went
over there to pick beans, but my
daddy never returned. He never
went back, and he never talked about

| right are James

| of Vincend

it. We went over with Mama., Some-
times we staved a month and would
leave Mama and come hack to Fort
Lauderdale to Daddy and my aunt.

HL: I can see yvour mother did a
lot of different things.

MS: Yeah, she picked beans and stuff
like that. She worked on the farm,
and then she did maid work. She
later was a cook at the school. She
worked for a lot of different people.
Then she worked at some of the big
restaurants here,

HL: I¥id you know about the cus-
tom of white people bringing
their maids to south Florida?

MS: Oh yes, they'd bring them down
and they worked over there [eastern
Fort Lauderdale], and on Thursdays
they'd come over here with their
friends. They had big suppers, be-
cause | was invited to a lot of their
dinners where they really put on the
dog, as people would say

BP: They were social occasions.,

MS: Honey, those people'd dress!
You'd think they were not maids. You
wouldn't know the difference. And

they'd come, | mean the meals they'd
fix!

HL: I would also think that many
of the women that were maids
were probably well educated and
did this as an occupation be-
cause it was the one that was
open to them.

MS: Oh ves, because Vincent, my
husband, would go up to Michigan.
We'd go all the way up to Grayling.
They had no black people there. He
was the only black man there, Dur-
ing that time we would stay from
June until October, and I would come
back in August becanse school would
open and I was teaching at that time.

HL: What would Vinecent be do-
ing?

MS: Oh, he'd cook, clean, drive. Then
on Sundays he had off up there, but
down here he had Thursdays off And
then we would go to Charlevoix,
where all the blacks would meet at a
restaurant — they had a special res-
taurant — on Sunday afterncon, And
I mean they put on the dog there
apain. S0 they cooked and danced
and had fun.

Mary Smith's
brothers and
wigters, Above are
(left to right):
Jomes, Achmed,
Vangie, George,
and “Pops.” At

and Shirley
(photos courfesy

Smith).




Mary MclLeod Bethune

HL: Were vou an only child?

MS: Mo, there were eleven of us. 1
was number two,

HL: So, who was born first?

MS: My brother, but he doesn't know
it! He thinke I'm the oldest stilll He
did that so he could get out of doing
anything!

HL: Where does he live, Mary?

MS: Miami. I have four other broth-
ers, five living brothers. Two sisters
died, It was six girls and five boys.

HL: Did they all go to school at
Dillard too?

M3Z: Oh ves, all of them went there.
When I went, in the elementary
grades, you know they cut the school
out to go harvest the crops. But in
high school we didn't. That was
passed when Mr Walker died that
night.?

HL: And so then you had nine |

regular months of school.
MS: Right.

HL: When you graduated from
high school, what did you decide
to do?

MS: Go to college. I was accepted
right away at Bethune-Cookman and
[ went. I got two scholarships, one
from the Methedist Church — I think
through Mrs. Holley and Mrs. Moyer
— and one from the All Saints Epis-
copal Church.' I think All Saints
gave two hundred dollars a menth,
and I forgot how much the Method-
ist Church gave, but they gave
monthly tithe, They sent it to the
school, and then my mother put in
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Mary and Vincent Smith, with daughter Gesela
feourtesy of Vincent Smith).

| the rest. When [ went to Bethune-

Cookman, my class was the largest
number to ever attend. There wers
gix hundred of us, I think,

HL: Do vou remember what year
you entered?

MS: 1953. I came out in "57, with a
degree in elementary education.

HL: Tell us about when Mary
MeLeod Bethune died.”

MS: Well, I was supposed to be at a

| prayer meeting. I don't know what

happened to me that night, [but] I
couldn't get it together, Then, when 1
decided to go, before I could cross the
street, the ambulance was coming
real fast. So I just followed the am-
bulance to her house, but she was
dead already. And then I got into
[the] prayer meeting and everybody
ran out. That prayer meeting was
alrendy over then.

HL: So they stayed in the vard?

M3: We got ourselves settled, vou
know, and the president talked to us,
Because she [Mary Bethune] was ane
outstanding woman. I loved when
she came to our Sunday programs;
she was just a delight. And during the
holidays or her birthday we'd go un-
der her window in the morning and

sing to her. She was someone great
to know and to cherigh.

HL: You had your degree in el-

| ementary education. How did

you get your first job?

MS: My first job was a gift from
Broward County, and it was brought
up to Daytona [by] Dr. Bass and Mr,
Roach.”* Mr. Roach hired me right
away, but when my assistant super
visor came she said, “Since you all like
Mary so well and she's done such a
fine job, why don't you hire her? I
wasn't supposed to be listening, but I
heard her. Mr. Roach said, “That's my
child, and I'm going to do whatever 1
want.” So I never filled out an appli-
cation really. They did all of that, ev-
erything, all the work.

HL: And what was your first
school then?

MB3: Walker Elementary, and I taught
there until 1970. The reason for that
was integration came in. They inte-
grated the faculty members in 1970
— not the student body, but the fae-
ulty. Then I went out to Flantation
Park, and I told the principal there,
Mr. Jeseph Hodges, | was not going
around lesking for no other school. 1
said,“T don't know what sent me here,
but I'm here.”" And I said, “When [
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come back I want a fn'u;rth grade
classroom.” He said, “Now, Mrs.

came back again and we went to the
movies,

Smith . . " And I said, *I am just tell- | gy. And how long was it bef

ing you what [ want, and I'm not go-
ing to be interviewed,” and that was
it. And s0 I was teacher of the year
at that school. None of the parents
wanted me to leave there, but I came
back to Walker after I taught out
there about nineteen years.

HL: So all together how many
vears did you teach?

M35: Thirty-seven.

HL: Don't you think that was
enough, Mary?

ME: Too much!

HL: How did you meet Vincent?

MS: Well, I rmeet him at a drugstore,
Sixth Street pharmacy. But he knew
all about me, because he asked people

abaut me.

HL: And how old were you when
you met?

MS: About twenty. | was still in col-
lege. [ was out of Bethune-Cookman,
and [ went to Kent State. [ started
on my master's [degres]. At the drug-
gtore I thought he was out of order!
He kept talking and talking, and I
said, “1 don't talk to strangers.” And
he said, *1 know all about you,” I
think one word led to another, and
bafore I knew it, I had slapped him!
He just looked.

HI: And what happened next?

M3: Ileft. My girlfriend and I that
was eating — she was my cousin —
she wanted to talk, and I said, *Come
on, let's go." And we left, and he fol-
lowed, walked behind us, Then he
got in his car and he was driving and
said, “Come on, I'll give vou all a ride.”
And T said, "I'm not riding with
strangers,”

HL: So when did Vineent stop be-
ing a stranger so that you eould
go with him somewhere?

M3: Oh, he just was s0 persistant,
He never gave up, honey, He talked
to Mama. I heard Mama say, “Mary
it my child, but I don't understand
her” Finally we had a date. We went
nowhere.

HIL: He just came to see you?
M35: Uh huh, then he left. Then he

you got married?

MS: Well, then we quit secing each
other because I got mad at him, [
don't know why And then he fxed
me—he got a girlfriend near me, and
that made me mad. So then we
started back dating again. And then
wi got married. He was thirty-four
and [ was twenty-four.

HL: You're ten years younger
than he is. What's his back-

ground, Mary?
MS: He's Jamaican.

HL: S0 how did you get along in
this cross culture?

MS: Only God knows, because they
gave my marriage how many
months? Three months. They said
Bahamians' and Jamaicans' hack-
grounds are so different.

HL: What would be the thing
that would pull the two back-
grounds in different ways?

ME: T do not know. I'll be honest with
you, It's in people's minds, ‘cause if
you understand each other and love
epch other, that shouldn't.. . you know
They say "rice and peas;” we zay
“peas and rice,” and so what's the
difference? We call it peas and rice
because we have more peas than
they do in their pot. And they call

their's rice and peas, s0 what's the dif-
ference? So I just don't say it. T just
say I'm cooking some peas and rice
together!

He never insisted that I eook goat
and all that, and I never cooked it. So
we got along fine.

HL: How many years have you
been married?

MS: How many years? He says
thirty-seven, because he says we're in
the thirty-seventh vear, so just say
thirty-seven. Don't be telling people
thirty-six!

BP: When is your anniversary?
MS: June 11.

BP: Now vou mentioned Vincent
working for people, hoth in
Florida and in Michigan. Do you
remember who he worked for?
Did they live in Fort Lauderdale?

MS: Mo, no. He worked on Golden
Beach, one of the richest areas, a pri-
vate area, vou know, First he worked
for the Skillmans, If you live on the
ocean gide you're full of money, and
they lived on the ocean side. Mr
Skillman was a founder of
ballbearings. His wife was from that
Johnny Walker Red liquor family. She
was [rene Walker. Vinee's friends told
him about them, They were looking
for a driver and somebody to be their
house person, and so the friend took
him down there and he got a job.
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Police remove profesters from Fort Lauderdale beach, 1961,
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BP: 1 have some general ques-
tions about things that were go-
ing on in Fort Lauderdale. Do
yvou remember when the beaches
were desegregated, Mary, or do
you remember going to the beach
before that?

M3: Well, I did not go to the beach
period, but I remember Miss Eula
Johnson, who hardly gets any credit,
and Dr Mizell."™ Miss Eula Johnson
really went through hell, but she
stood up and then we got that Dania
beach. They gave us a beach. Mow
you got to pay to go in there and ev-
erybody is in there.**

BPF: What about shopping and
movies!

ME: Well, we had the Vietory The-
ater on [Northwest] Fifth Avenue,
and then Dr. [Richard L.] Brown had
a drive-in way out there on Twenty-
geventh Avenue, Fifth Avenue, Sixth
Street, Fourth Street, were our main
streets, Fifth Avenue was your beauty
places, your clothing, shoes, and your
drugstore. Coming down Fourth
Street, you had your food stores. Fifth
Avenue had yvour clubs, funeral
homes, churches. Fourth Street had
vour churches too, major churches,
then your grocery stores, filling sta-
tions,

HL: When Burdines first came to
Fort Lauderdale about 1950, did
the black community begin to
shop there?

MS: Well, some went in Burdines, but
we couldn't try on anything.

HL: You had to just buy it. But

would they let you bring it back? |

MS: Well, I don't know about that,
because | never was in there [laugh-
ingl. I know they were going to try
and arrest two of our teachers—said
they were stealing—and they pulled
up and they had to turn them loose
because it wasn't true, The woman
Just put on the hat, she wasn't steal-
ing it,

BF: Talking about the police, you
once told me something about
Sheriff Walter Clark.” He used
to give barbecues,

MS5: When it was time for elections,
they had fish fries and barbecues on

E
HOURES: % A, M. to 1 P. M.

Sundava: By Appointment
FHOMNE 888

Dt J. L. Bass

Dentist

Car.

1 Palace

2P M.to 8P, M.—7 to 8:30 P. M,

M. W. Second 5t. & Fifth Ave
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

Theatre

Fort Lauderdale

THURSDAY, ALG, 3
Hell's Angels

Jarring Jean Harkew

FRIGAY, ALICG. 4
Roll Along Cowboy

Frurriarp Smiih Felles

481 MW, W, 5th Avenus
FT. LAUDERDALE, FLA.

I

=1 fearring Tom Kerne

! SELIG’S Drug Store

lCan Fill Your Prescriptions

i "
|
Whan fher make hellsre

SATURDAY, AUGC. 8
. Painted Trail

SUNDAY and MORNDAY
ALG. G oand T

ﬂi-n‘i: of Chinatown

. Hgwaiallh

PHErT

DRESSMAKING
Sen

LUCILLE SAPP

1108 M, W. Stk Ce.
Fi. Lauderdals, Fla.

M. FRANKLIN

407 M. W. Fifth Awve,

s FALACE will show 1hem

e i

West End Grocery
I. H. Williama, Owoer
GROCERIES, MEATS, and
VEGETABLES
len At All Hours
TI8 N. W, 4th Strest

A T A N N T T T T T T YWYV

Economy Dept. Store
HEXT TO FALACE THEATRE
CHILDREN'S SHOES 99¢
WORK SHOES $1.85 and $1.95

Men's Slacks $1.79 Up
ALL MERCHANDISE AT REDUCED PRICES

o ol ol e ol ol e ol e ol i o o il el ol il ol il ol il e, i o il e e, s il ol i, s o, s s,

C. OOFER

Fr. Landerdale, Fla.

Advertizsements from the July 28, 1939 issue of the Fort Lauderdale
Colored Bulletin document a variety of businesses in the northwest

COMTIERIEY,

Fifth Avenue, but [ never went to
them,

BF: Do you think a lot of people
voted for Walter?

M3: Oh ves, they voted for him. I
guess he helped do a lot of favors for

them, [ don't know. Because he was
in office for years.

BP: Do you remember the first
blacks to be elected to the city
government or the county gov-
ernment?



38 — Broward Legacy

M35: Mathaniel Wilkerson. I know he
ran for something.'®

BPF: Did you know Hobert
MeCullough? He was supposed
to have been the first black resi-
dent of what is today Broward
County. He came with Frank
Stranahan in the 1880s. He used
to live behind the old ice house.!”

MS: That's on [Northwest]) Third [Av-
enue], '"Cause up in there Mrs.
Robinson and Mrs. Hill and Mrs,
Lovett, all of them lived there® I
don't know which house he could
have lived in.

BF: He was single and evidently
never married.

MS: Well, he must have lived with
somebody over there. Because there
was Miss Sylvia, and coming dewn,
Mrs Hill(s], and on the other side
Robinsons, Mrs, Lovett,™ He might
have lived with Mercy Lee Mims and
them, because they had rooming
howses that peaple lived in, single,
HL: A lot of the property in the
black community was owned
by...

M3: Bahamians.

HL: Yes, and also white people.
For instance, the Dyes and the
Byrds owned a lot of property
there.

M3: Oh yes, and Mr. Snvder. He had
a lot of shacks over there®

HL: I knew this boy when he was
in high school — Bob Byrd — he
collected for his grandfather, Mr.
Dye, and his job was to go over
there every Friday night and col-

| “South Florida.”

Looking west on Northwest Sixth Street af Ninth Avenue, 1966, Note
the Gth Street Pharmaey, where Vincentd and Mary Smith first mel, on
the Left.

1962 to the '90s. That’s when we were | women were really getting on terrible

Mow there are

| eighty-four churches, and we are

*Southeast Florida," People did not

| have any direction, [as to] what they

lect from those small tenement |

houses.

How do you feel about the
things that you wanted to accom-
plish in yvour life, Mary? And
please tell us a little bit about
yvour accomplishments,

MS: I feel pood, I really do, for many
things. I feel good about the church
and the things that I have accom-
plished. I've felt that I've done well
with the Episcopal churchwomen in
that they have [developed] guides.
My biggest nroject with them was to
get an Episcopal Church bandbook,
because they had no direction from

were deing and how to do it. Sowhen
my term ended this year I compiled
an eight-color coordinated book of
evervthing women should know in

the Episcopal Church.

HL: Mary, the Episcopalian
Church is well integrated today,
wouldn't you say?

MS: Yes it is, but they have very few
black leaders. I'm the third woman
to serve, the third black person to
serve as Episcopal president of
eighty-four churches in southeast
Florida. I was not just a president,

[ we worked, We developed a scholar-

ship for the next two vears that has
helped students, This is the first time
the bishop has really recognized a
president. I'm the first president to
get a standing ovation from the ex-
etutive board, and then they bought
a brick for me this May down there
[on Riverwalk in Fort Lauderdale],
and they gave me a plague, The
bishop gave me a special award — |
get my cross for life anyway — but
the day before he gave me a special
cross with angels. And I paved the
way for the new president. The

and they were breaking off, but I
brought them together. Now that was

[ oneof the things that [ wanted to do,
[ to bring the women back together to

do what they should do, and that's
the work of the Lord.,

HL: Now, besides the church, vou

have great accomplishments
within the whole community of
Broward County. What would

[ wou think would be yvour great-

est accomplishment?

MS: Well, getting that Walker build-
ing on the historic record, [ think that

| was one of the greatest.™ When we

flew to Tallahasses they [the Florida
Department of State] had two agen-
das, one with us on and one with us
off. When I brought it to their atten-
tion, they quickly snatched that and
gave us the one with us on.

HL: Who would you say were the
ones that worked the hardest on
that project?

MS: I would say Ed Leuchs [senior
planner with the Broward County
Flanning Council]. That man and I
met every Wednesday, the two of us

| together. We wrote it up, and he

would take oral history from me. I
think Ben Williams would be the sec-
ond person. Cato Roach falls in third,
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Johnnie Barnes fourth. Those are the
people that counted.

I am sad at the Old Dillard, I re-
ally am. I am sad that what we wrote
up was not carried out, and that's to
get the history of Broward County.
[For example] we had radiators in
that old building; we didn't have no
coal-burning stove. | never remem-
ber, even as a child, burning any coal,

Dur anthropologist was Gloria
Marshall — she is known as Niara
Budarkasa — from Lincoln Univer-
gity® She came and spent a half a
day with me this June, and we talked
about it and she too is disappointed.

HL: Did Gloria grow up in Fort

| Lauderdale?
M3: Yes, she was my next door neigh-

bo

r. Her grandparents raised her, We

. called them Aunt Fina and Uncle
Ben,

HL: How about the organization
of the Black Historical Society?
How did that come about?

M3S: That came about [in 1974] with

roward County Historian] Cooper

Eirk visiting me at Plantation Park.
He'd tried to get someone else to or-
| ganize it, and then he asked me, and
I did. And we started from there.
We've recognized nine [black pio-
neers] each year [at Broward County
Fioneer Days],

HL: How do you feel about the
change in the segregation issue
among the schools, Mary? Do
you think that this is going to
work in the long run? Do you
want to go on record as saying
something?

MS3: T don’t want to go on record as
saying nothing! But [ feel that they
really need to train both races, and I
think the children are being short-
changed in many instances. They
need to go back to the table and look
at these things realistically, because
in the end both races will be hurt.

HL: That's a good statement to
end a good interview. Thank you.

S NOTES &

1. DrJomes Franklin Sistrunk, picneer black
physician, arrived in Fort Landerdale from
Dunnellon in 1922, At the time be was the
oounty’s only black doctor. Daring his long
career in Broward Couanty, ke 18 balieved to
hive delivered owver 5000 babins,

2 Apparenily a light apparatos with which to
detect and separnte fortilized oggs.

3. Mary Smith's parenta, David 3 and Bernice
A. Laramore, lived out their lives at the
“homeplace™ at 417 MNorthwest Eighth A
EOLEE

4. “Mr. Bain" wans apparently Fred Bain, n Ba-
hamian immdgrant who came to the United
States in 1010, and is listed, with his wife
Maude and family in the 1918 City Direc.
tory nnd 1930 eonaus in Fort Laoderdala

5 Educator Clarence C. Walker served ns prin-
cipal of the Dillard Schoal from 1937 until
his denth in 1842, He worked to enlarpe
the curriculum and improve teacher quali-
fications. He nlso fought for a standard mine-
moath school year, rather than the seven-
moath torm which allowed black children
o work in the fields. ARter the new Dillard
High Sehool opened in 1954, the ald build-
ing was rennmed Walker Elementary Schoaol
in his henor.

&. Principal of Dilkard High Schesl from 1542
until his death in 1969, 5 Mersdith Meaalsy
ontinised Clarence Walker's efforts to es-
tablish & nine-menth term for black scheols
and to enlarge the school's curriealumm.
Under his beadership, the new Dillard High
Brheol was constrissted, beginning in 1952,

7. Palm Beach County Sheriffs Deputy Ser-
geant James Stone “Reocky™ Hunt was killed
in the line of duty at Lantana en Febroary
25, 184843,

B, The People's Water & Gos Company plant
wns located at 320 Northwest Seventh Av-
enue in Fort Lauderdrle.

8 ClaresceWalker died suddenly from a heart
nttack early om the morning of July 8, 1942,
hipars afer arguing unsuccessfully before

1.

Il

13

14.

the sches] board for A nine-mensh achesl
year for his students. The school beard
policy was overturned by a 1946 federal
court decision, Clarence © Walker Civic
League ef al. o Board of Public lastruction
for Brespard County, Fla., & al,
D Suasie C. Holley was a longtime church,
educaticnnl, and cormmyunbty leader in Fort
Lauderdnbe
D Mary Meleod Bethune, founder and
former president of Bethune Cookman Col-
lege, died May 1B, 1955,
D James Lynnwood Bass was Broward
County's only black dentist when he ax
rived in 1538, During kis long caresr in
Fort Lauderdale, he was involved in many
healih, eduwsational and commumity aetivi-
ties, Edueator Cato Roach, Jr came ba Fort
Lauderdnle toteach at Dallard High Schioal
kn 1546, He served as assistant principal
of the school before becoming principal of
Walker Elementary Scheol, a position he
held from 1954 to 1985,
Eula Jobnson, a Fort Lavderdale reaident
gineo 1935, becamne president of the local
chapter of the Nationnl Association for the
Advancement of Colored People in 1058,
Dir, Y¥on I, Mizell, member of one of
Brownrd County’s carliest pioneer families,
catablished Prevident Hospital with D
James F Sistrunk in 1938, and kelped forem
the Fort Landerdale NAACP chapter in
1945, Both Mra Johneon and Dr Mizell
wers beaders of the civil Fights mevement
in Broward County.
A strip of land at the northern boundnry of
Fort Lauderdale was designated as the
city's Megro beach in 1527, Sale of the prop-
erty to Coral Ridge Properties for devel-
cpment of the Gale Oesan Mile in 1953
prompied calls for n new beach from Both
black leaders as well as whites wishing to
keap the beaches sepregnted. An undevel.
eped tract of land south of Port Everglades
was proposed by Broward County for use

a8 a black beach, but no ncoeas nerosa the
Intraconstal Waterway was provided. A
“wade-in" led by Dir. Von Mizell nnd Eals
Jdohnaon at Fors Lauderdabs beach in 1861
encouraged the establishment of ferry ser-
vice from Port Everglades to the black
benach in the early 19608 and the comple-
tion of Danin Besdh Boalevard 1o the beach
i 1364 and eventually led to the desegre-
gation of Fort Lauderdale beach. The
Dinrin gite beeame Jobe U, Lioyd Stats Park
in 1870

15, Walter Clark served as Sheriff of Broward
County from 1583 to 1931,

16. Nathaniel Wilkerson, Jr. ran for Fort La-
derdale City Commiasion in 1956,

| 17. Robert McCullough died in November 1937,

and his obituary appeared in the For? Lou.
derdale Daily Mrwes Novembaer 27, 1837,

18, William T and Elizs Bobinson, Annie Hills,
and Elexear and Adel Lovett are shown Liv-
ing in the 200 and 300 blocks of Northwest
Third Avenae, behind the Cicy lee plant, in
Fort Lauderdale city directories for the
19408 and early 19508

19, “Miss Sylvia® is Sylvin Alridge, plonesr
black businesswomnn and community
lesader, whe lived a8 301 Northwest Sscond
Streat,

2). Byron F Snyder, pioneer Fort Lauderdale
raad and cemetery builder.

21, Bobert E, Dye was & long-time Port Lau-
derdnle ren] eetate man with offices in the
BryanArcade in the 1930s and 19408,

22, The Qld Dillard Sehosl building, which was
nleo Formerly Walker Elementary Schiool,
wis listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1991,

2%, Dillard High Sechool praduate Gloria
Marshall, known professionally as Niara
Sudarkasa, conducted groundbreaking an-
thropalogical stwdbes in Migeria and Ghana
in the 1560s and 19708, later serving as
preaident of Lincoln University in Pean-
sylvamin.



