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SOUTHEAST FLORIDA

THIRD SEMINOLE WAR:

IN THE

ROADS, SCOUTS AND EXPEDITIONS

= Partll =

Ediited with Infrodudtion by Joe Knetsch

In the first part of this collection
of doruments, the three principal
commanders in southeast Florida,
each of whom had a long, colorful and
important career in the United States
Army, wers introdueced, These men,
Justin Dimick, John M. Brannan and
Abner Doubleday, proved themselves
on the fields of battle and left a re-
markahle legaey for those who fol-
lowed. But what of the other men in
this correspondence? OiTieers such
as Lisutenant Richard C. Durvea,
Lisutenant Otis H. Tillinghast, Liou-
tenant Henry W. Clogson, Major
Francis N. Page, Lisutenant Stephen
Dill Lee or Lieutenant F. L. Childs
also appear in these pages and were
both lauded and questioned by their
commanders, Who were these
younger, less experienced men risk-
ing life and limb in the waters of
Middle River and on the edge of the
Everglades?

Thea first named, Richard C.
Duryea, plaved an important role in
the history of Florida during the War

Between the States. His serviee in
Florida during this conflict lasted
over a year and included a significant
role in the repulse of Confederate
forces at the Battle of Santa Rosa [s-
land, on October 9, 1861. This battle
was key to snving Fort Pickens from
Confederate control. By maintaining
the Federal forees’ hold of this stra-
tegic fortification, it tightened the

blockade in that sector of the Gulf.
Prior to this battle, Fort Pickens suf-
fered heavy bombardment from shore
batteries near Pensacola, According
to most of the official sources, Duryea
served at Fort Pickens from April
1861 to ;‘i‘lll!.' of thie fl:r'||.u1.'.-"|r.||'¢ VBT,
During this time, he was promoted
to the rank of captain.

Capiain Durvea served in a num-

In the Winter Spring 1999 issue of Broward Legacy, Dr. Joe Knetsch
introduced and presented a series of reporis from commanding officers
in southeast Florida during the Third Seminole War. In Part I of this
article, Dv. Knetsch assembles the reports of a number of junior officers
who led scouting expeditions through the region. [n his introduction
he provides biographical sketches of these men, many of whom served
on other parts of the American frondier ag well as in the Civil War which
crupled just three years after the conclusion of the Seminale conflict,
These reports, taken from the National Archives series, “Letters Recvived
by Headguarters, Department of Florida,” offer detailed, evewitness
descriptions of what would become Broward County af a time when
fewr other sources deseribing the area exist.

As most of our veferan readers are aware, Dr. Knetsch, a former
Broward County Historical Commissioner, serves az historian cwith the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection in Tallahassee.
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ber of posts and battles during the
remainder of the conflict, almost all
in the South. He rose to Chief of Ar-
tillery in the Third Division of the
Ninoteenth Corps in the Teche Cam-
paignin Louisiana, seeing important
duty in the capture of Port Hudson,
where he was breveted major for
“Gallant and Meritorious Service.”
Durvea served as a recruiter in
Michigan during the full of 1564, but
was goon tranaferred to the Virginia
front as a colonel of the Seventh New
York Heavy Artillery during the Pe-
teraburg campaign. For his service
during the war, he was breveted lisu-
tenant colonel of the regular army.
His peacetime service in the post-war
period included stints as an inapec-
tor of harbor improvements at
Sheoboygan, Wisconsin and at Grand
Haven, Michigan, He was mustered
out of the army in 1870, as part of
the general reduction of the military
at that time,'

Oitis HL Tillinghast, a native New
Yorker and a member of the West
Paint class of 1847, graduated in time
to see service in the Mexican War at
Santillo and Brazos. From 1848 un-
til the outhreak of the Third Semi-
nole War, he gaw garrison duty in
Mew York and Marvland, Hiz only
relief from this often monotonous
routing was service on the Mexican
Boundary Commission in 1851-52,
With the outbreak of the War Be-
tween the States, Tillinghast served
as the Quartermaster of the Union
Department of Northern Virginia,
with the rank of captain. At the
Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1881, he
was mortally wounded, and died two
days later, at the age of thirty-eight.
As will be seen in the following cor-
respondence, he was a quick and in-
tellipent officer.®

The mystery officer in this corre-
spondence is “Lt. Webber." From re-
search in George W, Cullum's and
Francis B, Heitman's works, the only
candidate who fits the time period is
Charles Hickling Webber. Charles H.
Webber was commissioned a second
ligutenant in the First Artillery on
May 20, 1855, He rose fo first lieu-
tenant in 1860, just prior to the sut-
hreak of the Civil War. By October
of 1861 he had earned his captain's

rank, but a vear later was dismissed
from the serviee, No other informa-
tion has surfaced at this time, How-
ever, the dismizsal is unusual and
surpriging, coming in the midst of the
war,”

Henry W, Clogson, lisutenant of
the First Artillery, graduated from
West Point im 1854, His first service
took place at Fort Yuma and on the
southern California boundary sur-
vov, Throughout 1856, he served in
Texns against the Lipan Indians in
the Nueces and Pecos areas. In Oe-
tober of that vear, he was promoted
to firat lieutenant and, early the fol-
lowing year, shipped out to Florida.
He returned to Texas following his
stint in Florida, but found himaslf on
garrison duty at Fort Tavler in Key
West at the outhreak of the War Be-
tween the States. Closson declined
o captaincy in the Nineteenth Infan-
try, but later accepted the same rank
in the First Artllery, Sent to assist
in the defense of Fort Pickens, in May
1861, he was promoted to Chiel of
Artillery for the District of Pensacola.

The majority of Henry Closson’s
Civil War service centered in Louisi-
ana and the Southwest. For his gal-
lant and meritorious service in the
Battle of Port Hudson, he received a
brevet major rank, As Chief of Artil-
lery for the Nineteenth Army Corps,
he participated in the Red River cam-
paign and saw extensive action in the
Battle of Pleasant Hill. Shipping
back to the Gulf Coast, he was in-
stalled as Chief of Artillery for the
Mobile campaign, where he engaged
in siege activities at both Forts Mor-
gan ond Gaines, which guarded the
pagsage into Mobile Bay, For this
service he was promoted to brevet
colonel in August 1864, Toward the
end of the war, he was sent north to
Winchester, Virginia, and partici-
pated in the final battle at that be-
leaguered city. After the war, he
remained in the sarvice, and received
the rank of full major of the Fifth
Artillery in Movember 1876, He re-
turned to Florida in 1876, serving
briefly in Tallahagses and, more im-
portantly, twice commanding the
garrison at Fort Barraneag, west of
Penasacola. Henry Closson was pro-
moted twice in the 1880s, first to lieu-

tennnt colonel and, finally, full colo-
nel of the Fourth Artillery on April
25, 18881

Penneyvlvania-born Charles L.
Kilburn was o member of the West
Point class of 1842 and served in
Rhode Island, Georgin and Texas
priar to the outbreak of the Mexican-
American War, In this conflict he
fought in 8 number af major battles,
including Palo Alto, Resaca-de-la-
Palma, Buena Vista and Monterrey,
Cited for gallant and meritorious con-
duct at Buena Vista and Monterrey,
Kilburn was breveted to first lieuten-
ant and then captain. Transferred
to the New Mexico area following the
waar, he goon wentl on sick leave and
later a leave of absence between 1849
and L1862, After serviee in New Or-
leans, he was promoted to eaptain in
1863, and found his way to Fort
Brooke, Florida, when the Third
Seminole War broke out. He served
the entire war as Chief of Subsis-
tomce. His health required ancther
leave of absence immediately after
the war ended in 1858, and he did
not return to duty until 1859, again
gtationed in New Orleans,

Stationed on commissary duty in
Washington, D.C. at the beginning of
the War Between the States, Kilburn
received a promotion to major in May
15861. He served as the Chief Com-
missary of the Department of the
Chio, and then the Departments of
Ohio, Tennesses, Cumberland and
West Virginia, Kilburn's ability o
get needed materials to the front
earned him a promotion to lieuten-
ant colonel, colonel and then, at the
end of the war, brevet brigadier-gen-
eral. He spent the remainder of his
long career in the commissary ser-
viee, which literally took him all over
the country, including California,
where, ot age sixty-two, he was foreed
to retive in 1882°

Lisutenant Edward McE.
Hudson graduated from the Academy
in the class of 1848, just in time to be
sent to Florida during the Indian
scare. He was stationed at various
garrisons before being transferred to
Fort Leavenweorth, Kaneas, where he
served as alde-de-camp to Brigadier-
General William Harney, the grizzled

| weteran of earlier Florida campaigns.
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marks, 1856,

Here, he saw action against the Sioux
at the Battle of Blue Water and other
gkirmishes. Hudson returned to
Flarida in 1856-57 for duty along the
southeastern coast with the Fourth
Artillery, Immediately following his
Florida tour, he was sent to “Bleed-
ing Kansas™ to help quell the distur-
bances in that section, He then
served additional garrison duty un-
til the storm broke in Charleston
Harbor, after which he was trans.
ferred to the Marvland border and
gnw action near Martinsburg, Vir-
ginia,

Hudson's Civil War sxperience
took ploce mostly in Maryland and
Yirginia, where he sorved as aide-de-

comp to Major-General George
McClellan, from August 1861 until
March 1863, During this period he
participated in the battles of
Yorktown, the Seven Days, South
Mountain and Antietam. As lieuten-
ant colonel, Hudson served as com-
mander of the First Baitalion of the
Fourteenth Infantry, fighting in con-
tral Virginia. On May 5, 1864, he
took part in the Battle of the Wilder-
ness and suffered a severe wound,
From that paint until the end of the
war, he gerved in the Office of the [n-
gpector-General and in New York,
His post-war experience included a
stint as Acting Assistant Inspector-
CGeneral of the Department of the

Bpmmer! Fall 1899 = &5

South. However, the effects of his
wounds and other health-related
problems foreed hizs retiremont from
seetive service on December 16, 1870,
another long-term casualty of the
war.!

Major Francis N. Page was an-
other distinguizhed soldier who
served in Florida during both the See-
ond and Third Seminole Wars. Page,
a native Virginian from a prominent
family, graduated from West Point in
the class of 1841 and received his first
commission as a brevet second liew-
tenant in the Seventh Infantry, He
served in the latter phases of the Sec-
ond Seminole War and spent the last
part of 1842 and early 1843 on garri-
gon duty at Fort Pickens, Through-
out his career in the United States
Army, Francis Page remained in
southern outposts and garrisons.
During the Mexican War, he rose rap-
idly through the ranks as a result of
his bravery and leadership. In the
attack on Fort Brown, he was cited
for gallant conduct and breveted to
first lieutenant rank. He participated
in the Battle of Contreras and was
shortly thereafter promoted to full
first lisutenant, Page became a bre-
vet captain and served as Assistant
Adjutant General in May 1847, He
saw heavy action during the impor-
tant battles of Churubusco and
Chapultepee, where he was wounded,
but he recovered quickly enough to
take part in the assault and capture
of the Mexican capitol, He was again
cited for his gallant and meritorious
service and promoted to brevet ma-
jor in August 1847, After the war,
his posts included Fort Smith, Arkan-
gae and Jefferson Barracks, Missowri,
He was sent to Fort Brooke at Tampa
on May 21, 1866 and served as As-
sistant Adjutant General for the De-
partment of Florida. Noted as an
eMicient and respected officer, Page
peturned {6 Fort Smith at the end of
the Third Seminele War and served
there until his sudden death on
March 25, 1860, at the age of forty-
one,’

Frederick L, Childe was born in
Maine, the son of Brovet Brigadier
General Thomas Childs, and gradu-
ated from the Academy in the class
of 1866, After short serviee st Fort
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Portion of a map from the army's
“Memoirs of Reconnaissances™
compilation showing the
present-day Broward County
area and the rountes of several of
the expeditions recounted in this
article. Hillsboro Inlet is at cen-
ter; New River Inlet at the bot-
tom of this map.

Monroe, Virginia, he was promoted
to second Beutenant of the First Ar-
tillery and assigned to Florida in July
1856, He served with his company
until 1867, when he was sent back to
West Point as Assistant Professor of
Geography, History and Ethics, Sent
to Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, in
1859, Childa was later assigned to
frontier duty at Fort Clark, Texas.

He was transferred to Fort Duncan,
Texas, just prior to the cuthreak of
the War Between the States, when
he resigned hiz commission to join
the Confederate forces, After the
war, he took up farming for a short
time before becoming purser for the
New York and Charleston Steamship
Company from 1570 to 1878, Be-
tween 1878 and 1886 he worked as a
civil engineer in the employ of the
United States government, then took
the position as Inspector of Customs
for the United States Treasury De-
partment.”

By far the most famous of the
subordinate officers invelved In
gouthesst Florida during the Third
Seminole War waa Stephen Dill Lee.
The Charleston-horn Lee graduated
from West Point in the class of 1854
and was commissioned as second
lisutenant in the Fourth Artillery in
July of that year. After a short tour
at Ringgold Barracks in Texas, where
he received a promotion to first liew-
tenant, he was transfierred to Florida
in 1856, Lee occupied the office of
Asgistant Adjutant General for the
Department of Florida from August
through September of 1857, when he
was assigned the position of quarter-
master for the Fourth Artillery.* Fol-
lowing his service in Florida, Lee's
regiment was given the difficult task
of assisting in the quelling of the vio-
lence in Kansas, while stationed at
Fort Leavenworth. After this, he
gerved two short tours in the Dako-
tas and on recruiting duty in 1859,
At the outbreak of the War Between
the States, Lee joined the forces of
his home state and was promptly
commissioned ns captain of South
Carcling volunteers, serving as aide
to General P. G, T, Beauregard. In
that capacity, he assisted in negotin-
tions with Major Robert Anderson for
the surrender of Fort Sumter and
took part in the bombardment of the
fort when Anderson refused.

Receiving a commisston in the
Confederate Army, Lee was pro-
moted to major in November 1861.
In Virginia, he fought at the battles
of Seven Pines, Savage's Station, and
Malvern Hill. Taking command of
the Fourth Virginia Cavalry, he re-
ceived promotions to lieutenant colo-

nel and colonel. He distinguished
himsell in the Battle of Second
Manassag and al Antietam
(Sharpsburg).' At the latter battle,
he held the strategic high ground at
the infamous Dunker Chureh, where
his battery of artillery did severe
damage to Union troops attempling
to croas the “cornfield.” One of those
wounded in the battle, possibly from
a shell fragment fired by Lee's bat-
tery, was Brigadier-General George
Hartsuff, whose attack on the “ha-
nana patch” of Chief Billy Bowlegs
allegedly began the Third Bemincle
War." In an additional irony of war,
one of the commanders facing Lee
and his compatriots in the woods
north of Dunker's Hill was Brigadier-
General Abner Doubleday.™

After service in Virginia and
Maryland, Lee was transferred to
Vickshurg, where he served valiantly
against impossible odds, leading the
repulse of William T. Sherman's
forces at Chickasaw Bluffs and
Chompion’s Hill." While Vicksburg
was under giege, Lee, noted for his
coalness under fire, carned the affee.
tion of the eity's residents and re-
ceived his daily ration of buttermilk
from Emma Balfour, whose diary re-
mains an impartant source of infor-
mation on the siege. This daily
civility was unique during the bizarre
events surrounding that seven month
battle.” Exchanged after the fall of
Vicksburg, Lee served as commander
of the cavalry in Mississippi, and
later, after promotion to major-gen-
eral, was mssigned as commander of
all cavalry west of Alabama. In 1864
he was given the impossible task of
trying to halt Sherman's march to-
ward Meridian, Mississippl. InJune
of that year, he received promotion
to lientenant general, the youngest
man, ot the age of thirty, to receive
auch rank in the Confederate Army.
He served as commander of an infan-
try corps under the command of John
Bell Hood, in the operations around
Atlanta and the campaigns at Mash-
ville. Severely wounded in the Battle
of Mashville, he refused to be re-
moved until a proper rear-gunrd was
organized, He returned to his unit
only after the Confederate forces
were in retreat into North Carolina,
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hplunn lﬂm.tlhmifﬂdl
Confederate colonel.

where he surrendered with General
Joseph E. Johnston, another veteran
of the Beminole Wars, ™

Aftor the war, Lee settled in Co-
lumbus, Missiasippi, and began life
anew nd n planter. In 1878, with his
eivil rights restored, he was elected
to the Mississippi State Legislature.
Two yoars later, he woas appointed
first preaident of the newly-created
Missisaippi Agriculiural and Me-
chanical College, now Miszissippi
State University. He was a member
of the Mississippi constitutional con-
vention in 1880, and President Will-
iam McKinley appeinted him a
commissioner of the Vicksborg Na-
tional Park in 1899, In 1904, he was
elected commander-in-chief of the
LU'nited Confederate YVeterans which
post be held until his death, on May
26, 1908, at Vicksbury,

*Captain Seymour” in the letters
= brtter known o Floridians s« Gen-
eral Truman Seyvmour, the command-
ing officer of Union forces at the
February 20, 1864 Battle of Olustee.
The Vermont-born Seymour was a
member of the illustrious West Paint
class of 1848, which included George
B McClellan, Thomas J. Jackson and
George Pickett, Upon graduation,
Seymour was assigned garrison duty
af Fort Pickens, but within a yvear
served with distinetion in the Mexi-
can War. He saw action in most of
the famous battles of that war, in-
cluding Cerre Gordo, La Hova,
Contrerns, Churubuseo and the siege
of Mexico City. Sevmour was twice

This portrait of Truman Seymour ap-
peared in the November 1866 issue of

Harper's New Monthly Magazine.

cited for gallant and meritorious ser-
vice and breveted capiain in August
1847, At the end of the war, he re-
eeived hin full commission as lieuten-
ant of the First Artillery and
returned to garrison duty in New
York, For the next three years, 1860
to 1853, he was an instructor in drav-
ing ot the Military Academy, followed
by more garrison duty at Fort
Moultrie, South Carclina. Seymour
saw extensive duty during the Third
Seminole War. He took a leave of
absence for a Eurcpean tour before
returning to garrison duty at Fort
Moualtrie, where he received his com-
mission as captain of the First Artil-
lery. It is interesting to note that the
correspondence below refers to
Seymour as "Captain,” an cbvious
reference to his brevet rank from the
Mezican War. At the cuthreak of the
War Between the States Seymour
was assigned to Fort Sumter and
served under Major Robert Ander-
soty, who had seen extensive service
in Florida during the Second Semi-
nole War,

Seymour’s service in the Civil
War included recruiting and training
in Mew York and Pennsylvania, al-
though in April 1862, he was ns-
pigned to the battlefront. In that
yoar, he was given a brigade com-
mand in the Army of the Potomne,
where he saw extensive and impor-
tant action in the following battles:
Mechanlesville, Gaines' Mill, Glen-
dale, Malvern Hill, Second Manassas,
South Mountain and Antietam. For

his service in the Intter two battles,
he was brevetod to lieutenand-colo-
nel and colonel, From November
1862 until March 1864 he wag Chief
of Staff and Artillery in the Depart-
ment of the South. In this capacity
he took part in numerous encounters,
tho most famous of which was the
nasault on Fort Wagner, South Caro-
lina, where he was seversly
wounded."” His most controversial
engagement during the war was the
Battle of Dlustee, where his forces
were soundly defeated and suflered
nearly twice as many casualties as
the oppomition. Dy David Coles, who
paign. has noted that Seymour ap-
pears to have been confosed by the
erders of commanding general
Quincy A. Gillmere. Instead of
merely takiog the railbead at
Baldwin, Flonda, Sevmour decyded 10
move on Lo Lake City and then to the
Suwannee River bridge, hoping to cut
ofl all beef, sali and other commodi-
ties being shipped into Georgia by
Floridians. At Olustee, Seymour ran
hendlong into the reinforced Confed-
eratle army headed by General Jo-
peph Finegan and was rebuffed. For
this stinging loss, he was severely
eriticized in the Northern medin, He
rosponded loudly and often to these
criticiams, but was almost immedi-
atoly removed from command.™ In
May, General Seymour was sont to
Virginia where he again took part in
the major campaigns of the Army of
the Polomac as cammander of a bri-
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gade in the Sixth Corps. During the
Battle of the Wilderness, he was cap-
tured by Confederate forces and ox-
changed in August 1864 in
Charleston, South Carolina, where
he was exposed to fire from Union
puns bombarding the forces of Gen-
eral Samuel Jones. Upon his return
to Virginia, he was given command
of a division of the Sixth Corps which
he led in the Shenandoah Valley and
the Richmond Campaign, serving
with distinction and valor at the Pe-
tersburg siege. For his valor and ser-
vice, he was breveted major-general
of volunteers and then brigadier-gen-
eral in the regular army in March
1865, He took an active part in the
campaign that climaxed with the sur-

render of Confederate forees at
Appomattox Courthouse on April 3,
1865,

Mustered out of the voluntesr
gervice in April 1865, Seymour im-
mediately resumed his regular army
career. In October 1865, he became
post commander at Fort Taylor in
Key West, followed by a two-vear
term as commander at Pensacola.
After other brief tours, he returned
to Florida to command Fort Barran-
cas until September 1876. After a
short leave of absence, he retired
from active duty,' He spent his re-
tirement with his wife in Florence,
Italy, where he took up his life-long
hobby, painting. He died in Florence
on Oetaber 30, 1891, and was interred

in the Cimitere degli Allori. wari-
ously, his wife, who survived him by
many yenrs, wis buried af West Point
in1810®

The letters that follow include
some written by the men whose lives
have been sketched above, Like those
in the first section of this article, they
have been taken from the National
Archives Microfilm M1084: "Letters
Sent, Register of Letters Received
and Letters Received by Headquar-
ters, Troops in Florida, and Head-
quarters, Department of Florida:
1850-1858," Roll Mo. 7 (Letters Re-
ceived by Headquarters, Department
of Florida, Registered, A-G, 1867} A
copy of this microfilm iz available at
the Broward County Historical Com-
mizsion office.

_———

Ft. McRae Fla
March 21 "57

Bir
Agreeable to instructions I have
the honor to report that on the 13
last a party of five officers and two
Men, (& among the former the Col.
Comdg. | left the battalion of the 1st
& dth Arty near New River and En
Roulte] from Ft Dallas ta Ft, McRae
for the purpose of finding & good
crossing of the two Creeks; respee-
tively at 3 & 4 miles from Mew River,
& usually known as the North &
South branches of Snook Creek; On
Crozsing New River, the party took
a Courze W. 172 N.W. for about the
distance of 5 or 6 miles before reach-
ing the lat Creek. At this point which
was very near the Everglades, the
Cypress appeared to be of congider-
able width, and did not present a
good erossing until Skirted towards
its mouth, to the point at which it was
intersected by Maj, Lauderdale’s
rodud; this Creck Empties into the Bay
it a point 3 Ms, N.E. from old Ft.
Lauderdale. The 2' Creck presented
a tolerable erossing also, when it was
intersected by the road, it does not
unite with the lat Creek before Emp-
tying into the Bay or Middle River
running almost parallel with the
coast; Neither of these creeks are laid
down on the map and still they
present two of the preatest obstacles

for wagons between Mew River & Ft.
Jupiter; they both seem to originate
from the same Cypress swamp near
the everglades. Middle river is about
two Ms. from the last creek and pre-
aents a good crogsing.

With reference to the pioneer
party which was placed under my
charge at Middle river & with in-
structions to follow Maj, Lauderdale’s
road I have the honor to report that
the road was generally good & hav-
ing the direction indicated by the
Map, except after crossing the two
branches of the Hillsborro, where the
crossings aré laid down too far East,
and the ropd makes Easting instead
of Westing for several Miles after
leaving the branches; the road also
Makes much more Westing than in-
dicated by the Map for 5 Miles be-
fore reaching Jones Creek. There is
an extensive spruce forrest between
the Hillsborro & Middle river,
slooping [sic] towards the Coast; The
road is to the west of this forrest &
almost skin to it in the open pine bar-
ren. AtJones Creek a good road was
found leading to MeRae & the ploneer
party was broken up.

I am Sir

Very Hespectfully

¥r. abt. Srvt.
5. D. Lee
1'Lt. 4' Art,

Ta
1'Li. O, H. Tillinghast
1at Artillery
Actg. Adjt.
Battalion of 1" & 4' Arty.

Fort Dallas Fla. April 2d 1857
Calanel

I have the honor to submit the
following Report and Topographical
Sketch showing the various scouts
executed by Company 'E’ 1st Artil-
lery between this post and Fort
McRae,

March 12th, The Company con-
gisting of Capt. Doubleday, Lisut.
Closgon & Lieut. Webber with 52 en-
listed men left Fort Dallas, in com-
pany with Company ‘B’ 1st Arty. and
Companies “F~ & K of the 4th Arty,
on the first days march the Company
acted as a guard to the train accom-
panving and encamping with it at the
River Hatones,

March 13th. The Company re-
gumed the march with the column.
Col. Dimick, Dr. McParlan, myself,
Lieut. Duryven and Lieut, Lee rode
ahead to ascertain the best crossing
place for the train over two creeks
which appear to be branches of
Middle River. This duty performed



Map of Lieutenant Stephen
Lee's scout from New River to
Jones Creek, at Jupiter, from
“Memolirs of Heconnaissances.™

we returned and encamped for the
night with the other troops at New
River.

March [4th. A grest part of the
day was spent in making temporary
crossings over the two branches
refered to. Encamped some three
miles beyond on Middle River.

Marck [5th. Ordered to scout an
the western side between Middle
River and the sources of the
Hillsborough Took a westerly course
which soon brought us to saw-grass
ponds skirting the cypress: entered
the cypress which puts out in spurs
to the main land and connects with
the Everglades. Had to wade nearly
all day oceasionally passing islands
of pines in the marshes. Saw no In-
dian signs, Owvertook the column at
night and encamped near some ponds
supposed to be the sources of the

March 16th. Acted as guard to
the train encamping with it some
twelve miles from the last point

March 17th. Left the column
with orders to scout on the East side

taken The men soon sank up to the
middle in slimy mud and their

farded no firm ground, the roots of
the trees being imbedded in soft mud.
The men were often obliged to cross
Noating islands which could hardly
bear their welght. In some cases they
fell through and would have been
drowned were it not for the prompt
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| assistance of their comrades. When

the passage was at length accom-
plished, | found myself unexpectedly
upon the shores of a Lake connected
sorm Lo cormespond to any thing on
the map. | waded this Lake to its
northern extremity but was obliged
o retrece my steps to go arcund &
deep bay which run back and cut us
off from the main land Our labor
pow became. if possible, mone severs.
the water being deeper. floating is-
lands more frequent and the roots of
the trees imbedded in slimes instead
of aiding added to cur embarrass-
ment Late in the day we succeeded
in reaching a pine ridge to the north
of the Lake, but it run cut in the
course of three miles and ended in &
marsh on the borders of another
Lake. We again returned, crossed a
saw grass marsh and gained another
pine ridge still further to the East,
We travelled some six miles north an
this ridge and there gained two miles
to the West by which time it was so
dark we were obliged to bivouse for
the night, without knowing exactly
in what part of the country we were,
without coflfee, blankets or any of the
comforts provided by the soldiers and
in a8 severe drenching shower of rain
which kept the entire command
awake all night The country was a
very brautiful one over which we had
just passed, shightly hilly, and full of
all kinds of game. It might well be &
favorite of the Indians but we saw ne
signs of any kind. | am now con-
vinced it must have been m the vi-
cinity of what is called Chis village,
biiit at the time | had mo ides we were
so far to the north or [ should have
loaked for the village itself, or the
remains of it. As it is, | was out of
provisions the column was already
nearly two days march in advance
and the same svamp had to be re-
eroased which had cost me so much
labor on the preceding day. If my
suppasition 8 correct we must have
been on the borders of Lake Worth
and | aaw open gpaces to the right
which would favor that idea, but ex-
tenilve saw griss marehes lay on my
right which prevented me from go-
ing still farther in that direction.
March 18th. Undertook the pas-
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gage of the gwamp which seperated
us from the route of the column.
Pagsed it with the same trials and dif-
ficulties as on the previous day and
caught up to the train about mid-
night, men very much exhausted.

March 18th. The Company
marched ag a guard to the column as
far a8 the bridge over the
Lochahatchee, where it encamped or
rather bivouaced with the train,

March 20tk. 1 not being well,
Lieut, Closson assumed command of
the company with directions to scout
several miles in a Northerly direction
and rejoin the train at night. He ac-
cordingly left at daylight, struck
slightly East of North to Genl, Jesup's
battle ground of 1837, and, then
slightly West of North for about eight
miles through a dry country drained
by the Lochahatchee which stream
wis bordered with dense hammocks
of pine and Palmetto. He passed two
small branches, of the river running
through a fertile country. He then
struck South West for nine miles
through a country alternating in
ponds and pines, The former were
very abundant some ankle and oth-
ers knee deep, filled with alligators
and water snakes. The pines were
ull of deer,

March 21st, The company acted
15 a guard to the train, preceeding
with it as far as Fort McRae. A guard
o ten men of my company, the sick
ind the greater part of the waggons
itopped on this side of a boggy piece
o ground some four miles from Fort
McRae while the remainder of the
train went on and encamped opposite
the Fort. I remained with the former
body and was joined by Company (K)
under the command of Lieut. Hudaon
who bivouaced with us for the night
and then went on to Fort McRae.

March 22nd. Waiting for supplies
of ferage from Fort Center.

Mareh 23rd, The same,

Meareh 248h, The same,

March 250h, Commenced oir re-
wrn to Fort Dallas, The Company
emained with the train but Lisut.
Zloason was ordered to scout several
miles to the North and rejoin us at
night. He had under his command
five mounted men. They examined
the country in a North Westarly di-

rection for about ten miles starting
from the camp about four or five
milez East of Fort McRae, He then
returned in a South Easterly direc-
tion to the rond which he regained
about nine miles from comp. He ro-
parts the country as fertile and con-
taining many Pine and Palmetio
hammocks. He crossed Lieut,
Durveas trail twice. Wo recent traces
of Indians were discovered.

March 26th. The company acted
ns n guard to the train, halting for
the night about four or five from the
Lochahatchee on the Eastern side or
rather to the East and South.

Merelt 27th. Scouted to the West
of the road on the border of the cy-
press which skirts the Everglades,
Were all day in the saw grass ponds
cypress and pines. Saw no signs of
Indinns.

March 28th. The company acted
s a guard to the train, but Lisut.
Webber with five mounted men
scouted on the Eastern side. One
mile in an Ensterly direction, brought
him to the large marsh on that side,
which reaches from the Hillsborough
to Fort Jupiter. He skirted the edge
of this erossing continnal spurs of it,
running in a Westerly direction. He
crossed volunteer and our own pre-
vious trails but saw no indications of
Indians, After travelling South some
16 miles, he struck into the road
about three miles North of the
Hillsharough and four South of the
Encampment. He reports the coun-
iry passed over a continual succes-
sion of ponds and marshes with
intervals of pine woods and palmet-
oz, most of the ponds being passable
for horses,

March 28th. The company
scouted to the West of the road and
in the spurs of cypress, saw grass
pons &e. 1 took a Southerly course
which brought me almost through
the cypress to the Everglades, which
appeared to be some five miles from
the road. As I was very much en-
tangled in the saw-graes and cypress
I wag obliged to take a due East
course to got free. Caught up about
a mile from the stopping place. No
sign of Indians,

Mareh 30th. The company
marched with the train to New River,

but Mr. Webber was detached with
three mounted men to sesut tawards
the sea coast. He struck through a
dense spruce thicket in an Easterly
direction for three miles until he
reached s marsh running Noerth and
South from the Hillsborough (at jts
mouth) to Mew River intersecting it
two miles West of the house on the
beach. The marsh was a mile wide
with a siream through the middle.
He then struck South two miles and
West one mile to get around a spur
of the marsh; then South West to
Middle River which he was obliged
to pass at the crossing made for the
train. He then again turned to the
East and passed through thick apruce
for two miles to the borders of a large
marsh, a mile North, then South
West to the crosging over the first
gtream bevond New River. He
erogged Company B's trail and a
cattle trail, but saw no Indian signs.
The country was high and principally
coversd with scrub.

March 31st, Ordered to scout on
the Western side as far as the Ever-
glades from New Hiver to the
Ratones, Sent Sergeant Chester with
three mounted men to examine the
ground between New River and
Marsh Creek while I marched on the
south bank of the latter stream until
it ran into the Everglades some three
miles from camp. 1 found endless
ping islands and dry hammocks in
the Everglades on one of which [ dis-
covered two beds made of Koontee
leaves and some pieces of Koontee
together with some sticks indicating
an old encampment where Koontee
had at one time been manufactured
probably by Indians, but [ should say
this encampment was at least a year
old. Mo recent trail or late sign of
any kind could be discovered. I was
nstonished to find the water so low
ng to enable me to go anywhere |
chose in the Everglades. Struck
South until I came to the head of the
principal branch of the Ratones
which [ followed down until it struck
the road about the spot where some
wells are sunk four miles from the
crossing of the River. HBeached the
camp ot Webbers creek a branch of
Arch Creek.

April 1st, Acted as a guard Lo the



train and marched with it to Fori
Dallas.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mtted
To Brevet Col. J. Dimick I Arty.
Abner Doubleday
Capt Ist Arty.
Cammanding Campany "G~

Fort Dallaz Fla
April Znd /57
Sir

In complinnee with the directions
of the Colonel, 1 have the honor to
submit the following report & topo-
graphical sketeh of the route of Com-
pany “B" 1at Artillery, from Fort
Dallas to Fort MeRoe Fla,

With Lisui. Childs & fifty two
non comd officers & privates of Co,
B. 1st Arty, I left Fort Dallas on the
12th of March & moving with the
train encamped an the Rio Ratones.
The following day we crossed New
River, & Col. Dimick, Dr. McFariand
[Sic. McParlin], Capi. Doubleday,
Lisut. Low & myselfl, examined the
oountry to the head waters of Soook
Creek to find the mosi praciicable

crossing of that stream. On the 14th
the company moved with the train to
the crossing of Middle River. On the
morning of the 15th leaving Camp &
Train took a North easterly direction
& examined the Country to Hillsore
Inlet & thenoe up the Hillshoro River
to the crossing without fnding any
signs whatever of Indianz Oun the
following day the Company moved
with the Train abeoat tes miles be-
vond the Hillshora On the morning
of the 1Tth leaving Camp & Train
struck & due west Course. crossed the
Cypress swamp & proceeded & half
mile ints the Everglades, examined
several Islands finding them 1o be
very small & no evidence of Indians.
The Cypress swamp at the crossing
wis about 5 mile & a halfl wide, &
the mud & water st an sverage depth
of 1B inches, returning to the swamp
took n North easterly course for about
soven miles, & then due sast. Came
upon an old Indian encampment
ibout two miles from the road, which
evidently had not been occupied for
sovernl months, striking the road we
reached Camp on the following day.

Om the 19th leaving Camp about
soven miles below the crosaing of
Jone's Creek, took a westerly course
to the Cypress swamp, made an ex-
amination of two large hammocks
suitable for Cultivation, then follow-
ing up the border of the Cypress to
the road, proceeded to the crossing
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of the Lochahatehes and on the fal-
lowing day moved with the train
about six miles bevond that river. On
the morning of the 213t leaving the
truin procesded on Genl Eustis route
with Lisut Haine's then taking &
westerly course made an examing-
tiod of the large hammack imdicated
on the map then taking a North
westerly course strock Laks Olee-
Cho-bee about 14 miles above Fort
McHae, following doen the hammeck
bordering the Lake, we found twe or

three old Indian Encampments, but

nonwe that had been recently occupied,
finding it impracticable to cross

Cohancy Hay, we recroseed the saw
grass prairie & taking a southerly
direction reached Fort MeRae March
2.

The Company started with the
irmin to return to this post on the
26th, On the 26th & 27th Lieut.
Childs was detached from the Come-
pany, & with a mounted party on
three horses and three mules, after
croasing the Lochahatches scourod
the country in the direction of Jupi-
ter & on the east of the road leading
to Fort Dallas. On the 28th the Com-
pany left the train about 18 miles
south of Jones Creek & scouted an
the West side of the road along the
Cypreas Swamp, and encamped
about eght miles above the Hillsboro.

On the Zh Lt Childs was de-
tached from the company. & with the
mounited party a3 befnre scotired the

-|u..- country on the east of the road &

south of that River Omn the 30th l=ft
the train about six miles below the
Hillsbore, took & westeriy course to
the swamp, skirted the Cypress for
about three miles, then proceeded in

. a south Easterly direction to New

River. On the 315t marched with the
Train to Arch Creck. April 1=t leav-
ing the train proceeded in o westerly
direction to the Everglades & skirted
along the everglades between Arch
Crook & Little River. Came upon an
old Indian Encampment at the head

N | waters of Little River & another

_ about two miles lower down, neither

d  had been occupied for a long time.

Crossing Little River at the first prac-

Fort Dullas, as it appeared in the years immedintely following the  ticable point, proceeded on 8 South

Civil War.

easterly direction reaching this post
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on the afternoon of the same day.
I am Sir
Very Respectiully
Your Obdt, Servi.
R. C. Dhirvea
1st Lt. 1t Arty.

Ta
Lisut, P, T, Wyman
Adjt. 151 Regt Arty.
Fort Dallas
Fla.

Head Grs. 3rd District of Florida
Fort Dallas August Tth 1857
Sir.

I have to acknowledge the reeeipt
of Special Order Mo, 30, on the Z7th
July, directing me Lo organtse a coim-
mand to thoroughly scout the entire
country between this and Orange
Grove Haul-over, and to report that
Capt. Doobleday left here on the 25th
July with two Lieutenants and
Eighty men, rationed with twenty
days bread and Gfteen of Pork, and
furnighed with suitable transporta-
tion and instructed to carry the or-
der into full effect.

He returned today with his com-
mand reporting that he had fully car-
ried out his instructions in scouting
the entire country to Orange Grove
Haul-Owver, pnd that Captain
Seymoeur not having arrived at the
point of mesting, he found i neces-
sary to hurry back in consequence of
the rising of the rivers, particularly
Middle River, which he would have
had great difficulty in recrossing had
the water risen a few inches higher;
as it was he reported that the water
was g0 high that the mules bt barely
touched bottom.

The Captain reports that no gigns
of Indbans were seen by his command,
hig detailed repart and map of his
seout [ will forward by the next mail.
I regret to state that [ was necessar-
ily obliged to issue hard bread which
had been condemned and ordered to
be zold, not having any other on
hand. The Captain reports that it
had caused dysentery among his com-
mand. The condition of the hard
bread was not known until the dav

after Captain Kilburn left the post,
as soon a8 it was known [ directed
the A. C. 5. to require more, but his
requisition could not have reached
Tampa Bay until after the order for
the scout was issued.

I am sir,

Yery Respy.

Your obed’t, Servant

J. Dimick

Bvt. Col. & Major 1 Ary,

Comg. drd District

To
Mugor Francls N. Page
Asg’t Adgt. Gen'l., Dept. of Fla.
Tampa, Fla.

Fort Dallas, Florida
August 10th 1857
Sir:

Iin] compliance with vour orders,
I procecd to submit a report of the
operntions of the detachment of
Comp. “B” 1at Art., in the late expe-
dition to Orange Grove Haul-over.

On the 25th of August [July] the
detachment examined the hammocks
& scoured the country on the right of
the road to the bay, and as far as
Little River, which it crossed, exam-
ined the hammocks on the right and
the one on the left, and returned to
Camp on Little River.

On the 20th the detachment pro-
ceeded in the same manner to exam-
ine the country & hammocks on the
left of the road, followed up the ham-
mocks on the right and left banks of
Arch Creek as far as the Everglades,
and joined the train ot Camp on the
Ratanes,

On the 30th examined the ham-
mocks on the right of the road, all of
which were on the edge of a large saw
grass marsh extending nearly to the
sea coast, and were more or less, ex-
cept in the immediate vicinity of New
River.

On tho 31st erozsed New River,
searched the large hammock on its
loft bank, visited the site of Fort Lau-
derdale, examined a large hammock
on the right bank of Snoak Creek,
geoured the country on the right and
inined the train at Snook Creek.

On August 1st the detachment
examined a series of hammocks on
the right of the road extending to
Middle River, crossing which it
seoured the country on the left and
examined hammocks as far as Camp
on Aligator pond.

August 2nd. Procoeded from
camp in an BN E, direction, crossed
the Hillaborowgh one and a hall miles
from its mouth and followed it to the
sen, On the right bank is a ridge of
rich loam which presented the ap-
pearance of having been cultivated
many years since, it is nearly a mile
in length and varies from fifty to one
hundred vards in width, and is the
only place which the detachment vis-
ited which seemed fit for cultivation,
Game was geen in great abundance
in this vicinity.

The detachment followed the
Hillabarough from its mouth to camp,
which was near the source of the
northern branch, crossing frequently
from one side to the other, and
gearching the thickets and ham-
mocks on the banks. The undar-
growth being thick & matted the
march was very latiguing,

August 3rd, Proceeded [rom
camp in an Easterly direction and, by
crogsing several narrow spurs of
Sawgrass, succeeded in gaining the
Spruce ridge which lies on the East
of the broad Sawgrass marsh north
of the Hillsborough, Crossed this
ridge in a N.E. direction and struck
the Little Hillsborough, which at this
point was thought to be about hall 4
mile from the Sea. To regch the river
it wak necedsary 1o crosd o BAWErass
maral in which the men sank to the
middle & then a mangrove swamp
which it was very difficalt to climb
through. This river is for the most
part bordered by 8 hammock very dif-
ficult to penetrate. Followed up the
river five or six miles searching the
hammock at intervals. Found a
mound of gand forty feet high over-
looking the Sea more than half a mile
distant. Endeavoured to cross the
river at points one and two miles
North of this, where ran through a
gaw-grass marsh, but found it too
broad & deep. Encamped in the
Spruee ridge, two miles north of this
mound which marks “Orange Groves



Haul-over®, the men wearied out by
toilsome marching.
August dth. Crossed the ridge in
a Westerly direction, one mile and
came upon Lhe saw-grass marsh
above referred to. Turned Scoth and
saw the marsh from time to time on
ceeded by the shortest line to camp
weared by marching a long distance
over the fallen tress of the Sproce
ridge under a burning son
Omn the 5th, 6th & Tth the detach-
ment acted as escort to the train us-
tl it renched Fort Dallss
I have the honor to be respy.
Yr. Obt. Svi.
F. L. Childs
2d Lo Ist ArL
Capt. A. Doubleday 1st Art.
Comdg. BatL of Arty.

Bt. Colonel Justin Dimick

1st Arty.

Commanding the

Jrd Military District of Fla.

Fart Dallas, Fla. Aug. 10, 1857
Calonel

| have the honor to report that
in ohedience to your arders, [ left Fort
Dallas on the 28th July with Lieu-
tenants Wehber and Childs and 80
men of companies “E” and “B~ of the
1st Artillery to carry out Special Or-
der No. 90 from the Head Qrs. of the
Department, directing the country to
be examined and the hammocks
wearched between this post and Or-
ange Grove Haulover.

July 28. Marched as far as Little
River with a train of five waggons and
three pack mules. Company “B” ex-
amined the hammocks on the right
to the sea coast and Company “E” on
the left as far as the borders of the
Everglades. No Indian signs were
discovered. It was scarcely necessary
to scout this part of the route, asitis
gonge aver nearly every day by par-
ties from the Fort in search of stray
cattle, In order to examine the ham-
mocks effectually the men were
obliged to wore [wear| masks of mos-

insecta and the swarms of flies which
beset the animals made them most
unmanageahle. The men had to lie
down at night in a thick mangrove
swarming with mosquitoes and ob-
tained but little rest.

July 29¢h. Marched with the
train to the Ratones, Company “E”
mﬁl_ﬂhmr‘ﬂ

“B° to the left. No
'I:r:qihﬂl_. Moezsquitoes, as
usual, very annoving.

July 30th. Reached New River
examining the country to the night
and left as before. Particular atten-
tion was given to & larpe hammeck
bordering 1he stream, but there were
no marks to show that it had even
e imhmbited.

July 31at. Lieut. Childs was di-
rected to take Company “B" and thor-
oughly scout a large hammock
bordering the River on the North
glde. He went through it lengthwise
nnd erossed it in every direction but
without result, He came upon the re-
mains of what is thought to be old
Fort Lauderdale,

New River being about 200 feet
wide and 30 feet deep presented a for-
midable ohetacle to the passage of the
train, more eapecially as the large
raflt made of empty barrels, used on
A previous occason had become ut-
terly useless. A lange rope being
stretched across the stream. the
waggon leads were carmmed over in
one of the metallic bodies used as a
boat By tying a long rope to the hal-
ter of one of the animais snd pulling
him over all the moles follrwed mnd
swam o the landing place. [ then
passed the running pear of 3 waggon
by fastening & rope to the tongoe snd
another behind in order that 1t might
tee pulled back in case any obstruc-
tion in the boitom of the stream
should prevent it from going forward.
It was then allowed to sink to the
bottom and was hauled across with-
out difficulty. All the other waggons
bodiea, bows & all were taken over
in the same way. The train then con-
tinued its march as far as Snook
Creck where it encamped for the
night.

August Ist. The passage of Snook
Creok also presented some difficulty

quito netting. The stings of these ! in consequence of a quagmire on the
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tinlly filled in, the mules loundered
through without any great detention.
The temporary bridge over the sec-
end branch of the same stream being
in a very dilapidated condition gave
us some sdditional trouble but at
length we were enabled to pass £ suc-
crsafully. Lieut Webber was durvcted
to take Campy. “E” and scout to the
sea coast, wmwp bowards the

t and rejoin us in camp
five miles beyvond Middle River.
Lisut. Childs with Compy. "B”
scoiled between Snook Creek and
Middle River and on the left of our
course from Middle Biver to camp.
The report of these officers gives
many detsils &8 1o the appearancs of
the country, Neither of them saw any
Indians signs. Middle River | found
16 be very much swollen by the rains,
Its widih was 150 vards and the
depth was such that the mules could
hardly keop their foet without swim-
ming. The water entered into the
wiiggon bodies but without doing any
serious injury. Encamped for the
night amang the spruce and pines ot
Alligntor Pond.

August 2d. The train proceeded
io the Neorth Branch of the
Hillsborvugh. The route aboanided in
wel prairies which were quite bogyy
in some places, spurs of cypress from
the Everglades crossed the road re
peatedly. Lieut Childs with his de-
tachment of Company "B scouted
over Lo Uhe sfa coast and followed up
the Hillshorough to sur camp, cross-
ing and recrossing the River and ex-
“hﬂtﬁlﬂ!ﬂ:ﬁﬁh{hﬂ

ment of Company “E™ entered inio
the cvpress and examined the coun-
try to the borders of the Everglades,
bt withiout result. About a mile from
the camp on Alligator Pond, a fow
poles are standing indicating the ex-
istenice of an old Indian village, which
apparently has not béeen inhabited for
mMAny Years,

Auguste 3d. The bridge over the
Hillsborough being in bad order and
the country beyond somewhat boggy,
I left the waggon train under charge
of Lisut. Webber and proceeded my-
welf with a detachment of Co. "E” to
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acout the countey as far north as the
Orange Grove Haulover, that is op-
posite toit, Thiaduty [ accomplished
without seeing any Indian sign or
traces of Capt. Seymour. [ then re-
turped to camp. Liewt. Childs in the
mean time had been directed to take
two days provisions and procesd to
the Haulover itself by way of the
coast. He succeeded in crossing the
Southern part of the large marsh
which extends North to Fort Jupiter
but was unable to reach the sen coast
iteell in consequence of an interven-
ing stream and marsh, He went par-
allel to the coast however one mile
beyand the Haulover returned and
gtopped a short time at the Haulover
and then came back by another route
to Alligator Pond, exploring a large
gpruce & pine region and many wet
hammaocks which border the country
in the wieinity of the little
Hillsborough. He saw no Indian
EigNE.

Avgust 4th, Although the words
of the Dept. order would seem to im-
ply a meeting betwesn Capt.
Seymour and mvself opposite or at
the Haulover, as he had not come up
I did not consider it pogsible to wait
for him any length of time, on account
of the uncertainty of his movements
nnd my ignorance as to the time he
started. There was a good deal of
sickness in camp, some of which [ did
not well know how to treat, dysen-
tery was increasing, the medicines for
the cure of it had given out, and the
heavy rains gave reason to fear that
Middle River would zoon be if not
absolutely impassable a serious im-
pedimont to my return, [ accordingly
broke up the camp and retraced my
steps to Alligator Pond, where Lieut,
Childs apon after joined me,

August 5th. Inorder to scout the
entire sea coast south to a point op-
posite Fort Dallas | directed Lieut,
Webber with Company "E” to take
four days provisions and endeavor to
construct a raft from the timber on
the beach and crogs Now River at its
mouth, Finding the water of a mod-
erate depth and the width only two
hundred feet be forded it, The sharks
however were very large and numer-
ous and one man was knocked down
by one, but not otherwise injured.

His command reached a point oppo-
site the Fort after a toilsome march
of two days from whence they re-
erossed the bay in boats sent over
from the garrison. Thelv]had exam-
ined the hammocks and thickets on
the comst without sesing any traces
of Indians. The train escorted by
Lieut, Childs and his detachment
reached and erossed New River on
the evening of the 5th,

August 6ith. The train marched
to Little River and encamped.

August Tth. The train returned
to Fort Dallas.

The number of sick was 16 out of
80 which is just one fifth the force,
The hard bread issued to the men was
sour and mouldy, there being no
other at the post, and this in my opin-
fon caiged disrrhen which was aggra-
vated to dysentery by the heat &c.

I regrot exceedingly that no
traces of Indians were discoverad but
I do not believe there is at present
any Seminoles in that section of coun-
try. Our old trails were so distinct
and every deer and bear track was
g0 plain that it would in my opinion
be impossible for any hunting party
to be out without leaving a perma-
nent trail in the high grass and mud
of the wet prairies which are inter-
spersed with the pines in every di-
rection.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted by

Ahbner Doubleday

Capt. 15t Arty.
Commanding Batialion
18t Arty.
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