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The Secretary of the Interior's

Standards for
the Treatment
Of Historic
Properties
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Rassted in over 120 vears ||!I'|1r|._'-1.u|'.,|:'i||||.
ethics in both Eurepe and America,
The ."::1.1_11.'r:|r'9.' of the Intenms Standands
for the Treatment of Histonc Properties ane
LUEITANTH D 50150 I'Irl.lll.'i]'|ll."'| iII IHII'I-‘{'I.'III'IiI,'.-II
language. They were developed mw help
progect our natson’s imeplaceable culooral
FENFITEE S I':"\ I'I HAMOTIneE  Consisieng
PIPCESCTVELIEN PRCTIOEs.

The Srandards may be applicd o all
properties listed in the Natonal Register of
Hiseoewe Places: buildings, sites, strictues,
objects, and distrces, e should be
wnderstesd that the Sandands are a senes
e comce s abwoart win s, regsanng and
replacing histonc matenals, as well as
designimg new addivions or making
alverations: as such, I:hq_"‘:. camned, in amd of
themselves, be used o make esseniil
devraons about which features of a hiswsric
propemy shoald he sived amd whch might
be changed. Bur once an appropriare
ereatment is seleceed, the Standards providee
phlesophecal conssstency oo the wiork.




Histery, The Scoretary of the Interior’s
Srandards for the Trearment of Hispone

Progserties are the Seoretary's best sdviee o
cvervane on how o protect a wide range of
histone propermies. By separate regulation,
the: Secrerary has recquired the applicanon
o thee Sganddards i certumn Programs that
the Secretary admimisters through the
Mlational Park Service, They ;jp|1|'9.' tia all
proposed development grant-in-aid projects
assisbegd 1||'r|r||]_-||| the natienal Histone
Preservation Fumd, and are intended o b
applicd oooa wide vanery of resource pvpes,
including buildings, sites, structures,
clipects, amid discrcs,

The Standards, revised in 1992, were
coilified as 36 CFR Pam 68 in che July 12,
15 Federal Register (Vol, 6, Mo, 135,
The revision replaces the 1978 and 1983
versions of 36 CFRE 68 enticled The
Secrerary of the Interior’s Standards for
Histowic Preservation Projects, It is noted
thear wnother regullation, 36 CFR 67, ficuses
o “certified histonc strsctures” as defined
by the IRS Code of 1986, The Standards
for Rehabihtation m 36 CFR 67 should
alwaws be wsedd when propemy owners ane
secking cemifimnion for Federl tx benefies,

How fo pet a copy of The Secretary of the
Intertor’s Standards for the Treatment of
Historie Propertics

Technical Preservation Services has
prrepared illustrated Cuidelines in ook form
o assist propeny owners and others in
applving the treatment Standards o histon
bunildimgs. Guidelines cstablish o mosdel
process o follow when planming for
rrearmcnt, providing wechinecal and design
recommendations within a consistent
philesophical context. The Guidelines
are never regulatory,
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Yoo may wish o purchase a copy of The
Secretary of the Ineenors Stamdands for the
Treamment of Histsric Propemies from the
Ceonvernment Prnting Ofce, The GIFCY
stk number  is: 240050005 -2,
Price sz 31500 per copiy.

The easiest way o oboin a copy of the
Cancbelines is o order it by welephone, Call
toll free SG-502-1800k 10 Area 202-502-
1800, reference the GINY stock numibser,
andd wse o mapor credin card.

You can also view The Secretary of the
Imterior™s Standards for che “Trcamment of
Historie Properties on the Maonal Parks
.'":-cr'l."l-l_'l; "ﬁ"l.-t;h ~:i.1i; ik .ﬁ'.']'lluj".l':."rr_’.u:ﬁlﬂ-.'m'.l'
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Hozr ro Uer the Standards and Guidlelines.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
foor thve "Trearment of Histons: Properties with
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilizaning,
Hestonng and Reconserucring Hisporic
Buildhings are intended wo provide guidance
tor histonc building owners and building
preservation  consultants,
architects, contractors, and project reviewers
priog to treatment. As noted, while the
rrearment Srandards are designed o be
_1;'|-]'l|'iL1| ol hi'\lilril'l:l..:\ll e |'u;~.'||1|.'||_||:!-|.1_|
i the Matonal Register of Histonic Places—
hanablings, sites, stroctures, distrcts, and
objects—the Guidelines apply 1o specific
resouree tvpess inthis case, buildings,

MANGPErs,

M hie Canniclelimes have been prepancdd cocassist
imapplvaing the Standards toall progect work:
comscuently, they ane mob meant to g
cose=specific advice or address exceptions
(k]
recommmiended thar the advice of qualified
historic preservation professionals be
alaineed |.':|||1.. i I!Il.-l; |II.IILI1iI1j_'| b of the

rare  instances.  Dherefore. 0 is

project. Such professionals may include
architecrs, archatectucal lostonmns, Bstonans,
historical engineers, archeologises, and
athers who have experience in working
with histome buildings.

The Guidelines pemain o both exterior
andd ingerior work on hisoric buildings
of all sizes, materials, and ovpes. Those
approaches o work treatments and
techmcues that are comsistent with "The
Secreary of the Interior’s Sandards for
the Treatment of Histone Properoes are
histed in the “Recommended™ column on
the left; those which are inconsistent
with the Standards are listed in the
“Mow Recommended” codumn on the rir.LhT

Choaiing an Approfriale Treatment

Jor the Historte Building

The standards are neicher rechnical nos
prescaptive, Dot are intended to promaete
responsibile presemvation practices thar
help protect our ™ation’s irreplaceable
cultural resources. Forexample, they cannor,
im and of themselves, be used o omake
esxential decisions about which fearures
il the histone Illlililirlj_" whsualed ||-e.' =i L'LI
and which can be changed, Bur once a
treamment s selected, the Seandands provide
phibmophical consistency o the work.

o The Four treatment approaches are
Prrerranron, Retalibnenon, Restoeatron, and
Hrvomstractron, outhned bebow in hicrarchical
arder amd explancd:

The first trearment, Preservation, places
a ||'|;;h |'|-|'|.'|1|i|.|.r|| an the retention of all
historie fabric chrough conservation,
maintenance and repair, Ir reflects a
building's continuum over time, through
sucvessive oocupancies, and the respectful
changes and alerations that are made.
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Redabilitarion, the second trearmen,
cmphasizes the retention and reparr of
historic matenals, but more latioude is
provided for replacement ecause it s
i the PEROGPRITY B e bt resraned
prior to work. {Both Preservation and
Rehabiliation standards foous attention
om the preservanon of those marerals,
EL':I‘I.ITL"‘\. I_Ill'i‘ll'll,,:"a._ "‘I.I"I';'-{"" I||'||_I "al'l-lrl.ﬂl
relanaonships thar, vogedher, give a propery
its histore clunsctern)

Kedtaration, the thind BicRbmicTie, fa CR RVl Ty ]
the retention of matenals from the mose
Hi;‘]liﬁt'.l.l'll T A |II:IIP-C,::I|'|.I"'\.. Iiihl;:lﬂ_.._'“ linle
prermitting the removal of marenals from
other penods,

Keranidfrwcfron, the fourth treatment,
establisbes himneed Ot 1O B PC-CTeane
a mon-survivimg sive, landscape, building,
struscture, of ebyject inall new macenals.

Clhuoswsing the most appropriate oreatment
foor a building requires carcfnl decision-
making about a butlding's historical
simnificance, as well Gk imees ACCOune 3
roammbser of ather comsideratons;

Redateoe dmbartaisee i icfery, | the bulding
o mationally significant resource—a rare
survivor or the work of 2 master architect
of craftsman? [hd an important event
ake place inoief Maoomal Hiseorne
Landmarks, designated  for  cheir
“excepoional significance in American
histoes,™ o0 rany |::-||i||:!'|rlj_r|~. i|1|.|i|u|_||_|._1il'_¢
listed in the Manonal Register often warrant
Preservation or Bestoration, Buildings
thar contribue o the significanee of a
historie disrrier ot are not individoally
listed in the Matonal Register more
freguently undergo Rehalalication for a
1_'||:|1|1.||ih||: TN RIS,

Phrsivad condfition, Whar is the existing
vomdition—ir degree of matenal imteen-—
of thwe: Bunldang prosor tiework? Has the onginal
form survived largels
it been altered over ome? Are the
alterations an impomant part of the
building’s history? Preservation may be

.||'-pn-|'-ri1h_- il distinctive 11:|.|1|,'ri.||\..

intact or has

fentures, and SERCES arg u«~.:}|1|i;|||':. Nt
and convey the buillding’s historical
significance, 1f the building FEqUITES T

extensive repair and replacement, or if

aleeratons of additions are necessary for

a new use, then Rehabilication s probably
the mvost approprate treatment, T hese
kev questions play major roles in
dererminine what wrearmesent s selected.

Fropasnd wee, An cssential, practical gueson
v sk s Will the building be used as o
was histoncally orwill in be given o new use?
Many historie buildings can be adapred
for new uses withistr "l-l'_']'il::llﬁl':. -:1:||'|'|:|.J;i|'|;._'|
their ||'i\.|-::-|il.'q_'l!l,l.r,u_'l:.,'r;ﬂnu_ b-use Pl‘ﬂ]'h_'l'[il;_"\
such as gramn silos, fores, ice houses, or
windmills may be extremely difficuls o
adapt e new withour  major
intervention and a resulting loss of histong
character and even integriey.

UsCs

Merwefated vodfe requivements. Regardless of
the rrearment, code requirements will
meed to b taken oo consideranon. Buc if
hastly or poorly designed, a senes of
codesrequired actions may jeopardize a
buildings marenals as well as its Fistorc
character, Thus, i a building meeds w e
semmically upgraded, modificatons 1w the
historic appearance should be minimal.
Abarement of lead pamng and ashesoos
within histone buildings reuires particular
care il impomant hiswone finishes are naol
s b gl |;ru,'|1_. alfected,
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Finallv, alteratwons amd mew constroction
needed to meet accessibiliny requirements
under the Americans with Dhisabilicies
Act of 1990 should be designed o
muinimee materal loss and visual change
s a hiscone bailding.

Preservation is defined as che act or process
EJ:I|1p|'g.il11'1 MEERIIES NeCCs%Iry Lo SUsbin
the existing form, incegnoy: and matenals
of an hiseonc property, York, including
prehminary measures to prooect and scabilee
the propemy, generally focuses upon the
ewzinge maintenande and repair of historic
micrenials and fearures rather than extensive
replacemient and new construction. Mew
extenor additons are not within the scope
of ehis treatment; however, the limited
and sensinve upgrading of mechanical,
clecorical, and plumbing svstems and oter
code-required work o make propemnics
functional is appropriate within a
Preservanon Progect.

Standaras for Pressrvation

I. A property will be used as it was
historically, or be given a new use chat
maximizes the retention of distinctive
materials, features, spaces, and spartial
relationships, Where a treatment and use
have not been identified, o propery will b
protected and, if necessary, stabilized unol
adddinonal work may be undertaben,

£, ' The histone charscter of a propery will
b retmned and preserved, T he replacemen:
of N o repairable histonic macenals o
alveration of features, spaces. and spatial
relationships thar charactenize a propeny
will e aveaded,

3. Each property will be recognized as a
physical record of s gme, place, and use,
Wink needed v stabaliee, comsalwdote, and
conserve existing historic materials and
feanires will he |'||'|1.. '\ii.'J“':. ;||||.| l.'i\.l.l;|||'3.'
compatible, identifiable upon close
inspection, and properly documenged for
future rescarch,

4. Changes toa properny that have acquired
historic significance in their own right will
b retained and preserved.

5, Dhsuinctive matenals, features, finishes,
anvd constnection wehnigues of examphes of
craftsmanship that characternee a propemy
will be preserved.

&, “T'he existing condition of histone feanines
will be evaluared o determine the
appropriate kevel of inervention needed.
Where the sevenoy of deteriosition FeCjpuines
reguir of limited replacement of a distincrive
fewrure, the mew matenal will motch the ol
in composition, diesign, color, and exone,

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if
appropmate, will be undemaken using the
genthest means possible, “Treatments thar
cavse damage o histone materlks will neg
b g,

& Arcdhweological resources will be proteetisd
and preserved in place. 11 such resonioes
st be o i'\[LII'I'H.;I.I.. |'|'|'|Ii;_'|:|.l VAT MCisEres 1.\'i||
be undertaken.



Rehabilitarion is defined as the act o process
of making possible o compatible vse for a
property through repair, alterations, and
addinions while preserving those portions or
fezatnres which convey its histonical, eultural,
of archivecrural values,

Standards for Rebabilitation

oA properey will be wsed as it was
historically or be given a new wuse thar
recpuires minimal change o s distinetive
marerials, features, spaces, and sparial
relationships.

2, The histonic charscrer of a propeny will
b retained and preserved, The removal of
distinctive materials or aleragon of featires,
spaces, and spatial relationships thar
charctenze a propeny will be avoided.

J0 BEach property will be recognized as a
physical recond of s ome, place, and use,
Changes that create a false sense of historical
development, such as adding conjectural
features or elements from other hisgoric
propemics, will not be undenaken,

4. Changes o a properry that have acouined
historse sagrifcamee in their own righe wall
b remaimed and preserved,

& Dhistinctive marerials, features, finishes,
and construction techmigques or examiples
of craftsmanship thar characrerize a
properey will be preserved.

. Dereriorated histonc features will be
repaired mather than replaced. Where the
severity  of  dererioration ruiquiru:»:
replicement of a distinetive feature, the
new fearure will march the old in desgn,
color, texture, and, where possible,
materials, Replacement of missing feamres
will be substantiated by documentary
and phvsical evidence,

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if
appropriate, will be undertaken wsing the
gentlest means possible. Treatments
that cavse damage o histone matenals will

not be used.

& Archeological resources will be protected
and preserved i place. 15 such resources
mist be disturbed, mitgatgon measures
will b undercaken.

# New addivions, exterion alterations, or
related mew construction will not desoroy
historic marerials, features, and spatial
relationships chat charactenee the propery.
The mew work shall be differenemaned From
the old and will be compatible with the
historic matenials, Fearures, size, scale and
proportion, and massing to protece the
integrity of the propeny and its environment,

I8 Mow addicsons and adjacent or relaed
new canstruction will be umdertaken i such
a mamner that, if removed in the furure,
the cssential form and integrity of the
historic property and its environment
wontld e unimpaired.

Restoration s defined as the act or Jrroess
of accurately depicting the form, features,
and character of a properry as it appeaned at
a particular peniod of time by means of the
remowval of features from other periods in its
histery and reconstruction of missing
features from the restoration period, The
limited and sensitive upgrading of
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing
systems and ather code-required work o
make propemies funcoional is appropriate
wirhin a restoration project.,

Steemalards for Restoration

Fo A property will be used as it was
historically or be given a new use which
reflects the propeny’s restoration period.
2. Marenals and fearures from the restortun
period will be retained and preserved.
The removal of materials or alteration
of fearures, spaces, and spatial relasonships
that characoerize the period will noe
be undemaken,

4. Each propeny will be recognized as a
physical record of is time, place, and wse,
Wark needed to stabilize, consolidare
and conserve matenials and fearures from
thee restoracion period will be physically and
visally compatible, Wentifiable upon close
inspection, and properdy documented for
fusture: research,

Nprrag Swammer S0« 35

4, Marerials, features, spaces, and finishes
that characterize other historical periods
will be documented prior o their alveration
or removal.

5. Disnincrive marcrials, featunes, finishes,
andd consemsction technigues or examples of
craftsmanship thar characrerize the
restoration period will be presemved.

6. Dereriorated feamres from the restoration
period will be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deteriontion requires
replacement of a distincove feamire, the new
feamre will macch the old in desien, colos,
wexture, wnd, where possible, materials.

7. Replacement of missing features from the
restoratbon perod will be substantiated by
documentary amd physical evidence. A false
sense of history will not be created by adding
conjectural features, features from other
propemies, of by combining features thae
never existed wgether histoncally,

& Chemical or physical treatments, if
appropriate, will be underaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treamments that
cause damage o histonic marerials will
neet Baee nnsed,

£, Archeological resources affected by a
preject will be protected and preserved in
place. I such resources must be disturlsed,
mitigation mewsures will be undemaken.

£3, Designs that were never exccured
histoncally will not be constnscted,

All information from the Satonal Parks
Service Matsonal Regster of Histonce Places
Web sive ar pomearrrn poclerfindo S
1 April 205H
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