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AVIATION
NEWS ARTICLES

Well known aviators
visited the Fort
Lauderdale Airport.
Amelia Earhart {on
right) toured Florida
in 1935 and Annette
Gipson (on left) visited
in 1936, and set an
unofficial altitude
record while at Fogg
Field.

Constance Murphy Brunger and Marilyn Burch posed in front of a plane
taking part in the International Air Race in 1975. Ms. Brunger, a regis-
tered nurse and business owner, began flying in 1960. She died in 1999,
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Here are some of the carliest newspaper ac-
counts regarding aviation in Broward County from
the files of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society
and the Broward County Historical Commission.
They describe the perils, excitement and fascina-
tion that gripped the nation regarding the budding
field of aviation.
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Fort Lauderdale Sentinel
May, 10, 1918

An airship became disabled last Sunday and lic
on the ocean out about 8 miles and was brought to
shore at Las Olas beach by the men from the Coast
Guard who towed it in by boat. It was quite an at-
traction during the day, large crowds going out to
see it. It was pulled onto the beach between the
Coast Guard station' and the bath house®.
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Fort Lauderdale Sentinel

October 11, 1918

FIVE HYDROPLANES ENTERTAIN AT PARK
After the Relic Train left this city last Friday

s, Our l'JL'HE'PlL' 'Fl".'l'T'I'I EI]I LT th‘L‘ F:Ul.ll'lt"ﬁ" wient to

Las Olas beach where the rest of the day was spent

in pleasure and listening to a patriotic program in

support of the Fourth Liberty Loan’.

Five hydroplanes from Dinner Key® arrived at
Las Olas about 2 o'clock, and after a half hour of
maneuvers in the air, they landed on the bay, op-
posite the park where the crowds were given ample
opportunity to examine the planes. At about 4:30
in the evening, the planes again took to the air and
spent another half hour in maneuvers, which the
crowd greatly enjoyed. One plane before leaving
the water damaged its pontoon so that it had to
remain here until the next day when a crew of me-
chanics from Dinner Key made the needed repairs
and the plane returned to its own power.
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Fort Lauderdale Sentinel
January 17, 1919

AIRPLANE DIGS IN TOMATO FIELD

An airplane from Curtiss Field about 30 miles
southwest of this city while flying over Dania last
Monday met with bad luck and his [sic] engine

died while flying at a height of about 5,000 feer.

The aviator was a cool headed chap and circled
around and looking for a good place to land, picked
out Johnson's tomaro field in the East Marsh. But
the ground was a little softer than he anticipated
and when he landed, one of the propeller blades
stuck into the ground and the plane turned com-
pletely over. The aviator had his nose broken and
received some minor injuries in the accident.
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Fort Lauderdale Sentinel
Friday, February 13, 1920

AIRPLANES CAN LAND HERE NEXT
WEDNESDAY

The banquet of the chamber of commerce, held in
the Hotel Broward Wednesday night of this week,
was one of the most successful of the season. There
was a representative gathering and a great deal of
business transacted. E.N. Sperry, chairman of the
committee on aviation, reported that the aviation
field in North Lauderdale is practically completed
and will be ready for use in a few days and the first
airplane landing there will be made Wednesday.

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel
Friday, February 27, 1920
SEEK HIGH IDEAL IN AERIAL FLIGHT

Fort Lauderdale’s aviation field was dedicated last
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Saturday by Lieut. L. W. Neber and his assistant,
Licutenant L. C. Stoutt, both of La Harpe, Il The
aviators arrived on the Fort Lauderdale field ar
abourt 11:30 a.m. The day was windy and the wind
unsteady, which made flying risky. The first local
passenger to make a trip was Mrs. E. N. Sperry.
Mr. and Mrs. Sperry® have both been very active in
arranging to have a landing station here, and Mr.
Sperry was the chairman of the commirtee which
actually arranged for and built the grounds.

Mirs. Sperry said she greatly enjoyed the trip, and
came back feeling like a real “sky pilot.” (No, she will
not preach in the first church next Sunday.)

Mrs. Sperry said the bird's eye view of our city
is beautiful, all the imperfections dropped away as
she ascended and the river became a silver cord
winding across the green background.

The second trip of the day was by Miss De Yoe,
of the Sentinel force. Miss De Yoe made a much
longer flight than did Mrs. Sperry and obtained a
beautiful view of the ocean, the sound, Lake Ma-
bel and all the winding waterways and magical
islands near the mouth of the New River. Then,
after mounting into the clouds, the pilot twrned
his plane nose down and Miss De Yoe enjoyed (7)
all the thrills of a “tail spin”. The plane was then
put through all the stunts of the trade, and she
performed perfectly, and after landing Miss De Yoe
stepped from the plane without any sign of ner-
vous shock and said the wrip was delightful.

Mrs. Thos. Stillwell was the third local passen-
per to be “carried to the skies." The Stullwells are
from Anderson, Ind., and are guests ar the Bro-
ward. Mrs. Sullwell's flight was not so long nor
to so great an altitude as thar taken by Miss De
Yoe, but she got the experience of air travel and
a beautiful view not only of the city, but of all the
surrounding country,

In the afternoon Broward County's only Japa-
nese citizen went up to spy out the best aerial roads
where the Jap air navy can slip in without being

seen when Japan decides to invade this country
and annex Fort Lauderdale and Carsonville to the
flowery kingdom.

Following this flight, Pilot Neber made a flight
alone and probably a little careless in his landing for
when nearing the ground he came a little too close
to some trees at the side of the aviation field and a
sudden gust of wind threw his plane far enough for
one of the wings to strike the tree top. This landed
it in a second tree, where it turned completely over
and the nose struck the ground, with the propeller
hooked over a stump and the tail sill up in a tree.

Machinist Stoutt estimated that the damage was
about $2,000.00, and that the plane would be our of
commission for several weeks. The plane is number

34000, and belongs to the Bradshaw air line.
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Fort Lauderdale Daily News
January 1, 1933

GIANT AIRSHIP DRAWS CROWDS

Hundreds of Local Citizens Line Beach to See Ak-
ron In Flight to Miami

Citizens of Fort Lauderdale had an excellent
view of the giant airship Akron yesterday after-
noon as she leisurely made her way down the coast
to Miami for the All-American Air meet.

Hundreds lined Las Olas beach and cars of spec-

tators were parked from one end of the city section
of the beach to the other. The silvered torpedo-
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Akron landing in Miami, 1933,
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shaped body of the Akron could be seen far up the
beach above Pompano, apparently stationary.

Slowly and majestically it came closer. Three
airplanes flew as an escort and a smaller plane,
evidently artached to the Akron flew around and
under it. All work ceased in downtown sections
and rtaller buildings were mounted to gain better
views of the big ship.
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Berween the time of the passage of the Akron
in the late afternoon and dark more than 50 air-
planes, flying singly, in two and threes and one big
squadron of 24, went roaring south to Miami®.

Schools will close at noon tomorrow so that

children may attend the air meet, it was announced
by U. ]. Bennett, superintendent of schools,

Pan American Airways terminal building at Dinner Key opened in the early 1930s and was a major
tourist attraction. The activities of the Clipper ships could be watched from the promenade deck.
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Notes

In 1917 the United States Cosst Guard took over the
House of Refuge on Fort Lauderdale beach for the du-
ration of World War 1. Hoase of R,l.'ﬁ.lﬂl."b had been cone-
structed along the coastline as a place for shipwrecked
sailors to seek shelver. This site is currently occupied by
the Bahia Mar Marina at 801 Seabreeze Boulevard,

¥ The “bathing pavilion” was opened on Labor Day 1914,

and was a popular gathering spot for bathers and picnickers
who came on excurstion boats from the mainland on Sun-
day. A bridge to the beach was opened in March of 1917,

Liberty Loan drives were national efforts 1o raise funds wo
prosecute World War 1 by selling Liberty Loans, Liberty
Loans were treasury bonds which would increase in value
the longer they were kepr. They financed the bulk of the
war effort. Broward County residents enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the program.

In 1917 the Navy began to operate an aviation school at
Dinner Key south where the Miami Ciry Hall is roday in
Coconut Grove, south of Miami.

Ellie Mewton Sperry and his wife Olive M. Sperry lived
on Rio Vista Boulevard and Bridgeport, Connecticut ac-

cording to the 19241925 Fort Lauderdale, Holbvaood,
Dhania and Brosward Coseney Gazerceer, Volume 3, Florida-
Piedmont Directory Company, Publishers, Asheville, N,
Co page 169, Their vorer registration cards lise Mr. Sperry
as retired and Mrs. Sperry is listed a8 a as a housevdfe in
1924. He served on the first Fort Lawderdale Planning
and Zoning Board in 1925, according to Philip |. Weidling
and August Burghard's Checkered Seouhine, University of
Florida Press, Gainsville, 1966, Mr. Sperry's obituary from
the Fort Lauderdale Diaily News November 10, 1937, states
he was a retired manufacturer and banker who came w
Fort Lauderdale in 1918, He was one of Fort Lauderdale"s
oldest and most prominent citizens. “Taking an active and
prominent part in Fort Lawderdale affairs, Mr. Sperry was
a member of the board of directors of the Broward Bank
and Trust Co,, President of the Lauderdale Abstract Co,,
a member of the Chamber of Commerce and honorary
member of the Rotary Club.”

* Akron crashed during a storm off Beach Haven, NJ on
April 4, 1933 - three months after visiting South Florida
- with a loss of T8 lives.



