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From the ninth cen1ury, hand-executed liturgical books 
were valued for reljgious, aesthetic and edificatory reasons 
and were often lis1ed as part of an inhcri1ancc in a family 
inven1ory of treasured i1ems. As primed books multiplied, 
lhe acquisition of the older hand-made manuscripts was 
rcla1ed to their value as commerce. In many cases , un
moved by the incomparable worth of the lustrous pages as 
complete volumes, the profitable rc1um on individual pages 
tempted some book dealers to separate manuscrip1s and sell 
the leaves one by one. Single manuscript pages in diverse 
coUections may be a result of trus custom. 

Among the collections at Strozier Library, Florida 
State University owns a manuscripl page which was ac
quired in the 1940s but has never been identified . The recto 
of lhc page is shown in Figure I, the verso in Figure 2. The 
page measures 11.3 x 15.9 centimeters. There are nineteen 
ruled lines of text written in brown ink, accented with red, 
and wi1h red rubrics. The leaf is cenainly a page from 
a Book of Hours , wriuen in the Middle Ne1herlandish 
language. 

The Book of Hours was the most popular book in 
medieval Europe. Al1hough firs! adop1ed as pan of the 
Breviary in 1he tenth cenlury, lhe Book of Hours became a 
separate book during the thirteenlh century. The demand for 
new copies by the faithful from the thirteenth through the 
:.ix.1eenth centuries was not extraordinary if one considers 
that its appeal was remarkably filled 10 the devotional habits 
in favor at the time . The Book of Hours was the layman 's 
prayerbook for private contemplation , the monastic's hand
book for daily recitation , and the prince's volume for 
wealthy display. With its anthology of psalms, Collec1s 
(prayers), hymns and responses, ii afforded the opponunity 
to repeat the canonical offices of 1he church liturgy in 
private devotions. 

According to John Harthan in his summary, The Book 
of Hours, !he calendar al !he beginning was fixed. but the 
order of ~,e separate pans varied as did the number of texL~ 
and 1heir position in the book. They are listed here in the 
c,;cqucncc which }vas most common.' 

I. Calendar 
2. Sequences of 1he Gospels 
3. The prayer Obsecro 1e 
4. The prayer O illfemerata 
5. Hours of the Virgin 
6. Hours of the Cross 
7. Hours of the Holy Spirit 
8. Penilential Psalms 
9. Litany 

IO. Office of !he Dead 
11. Suffrages of the Saints 

The liturgical day was divided in10 specific "hours" for 

performing the different services of worship. There was no 
exact time for the recitations as long as they occurred al 
approximately 1hree-hour intervals. 2 There were seven 
Hours distributed into night, day and evening ca1egories. 
The 1imes below are only estimations, and would have been 
influenced by 1he seasons and the occupations of !he 
panicipants.' 

Night 
hours 

Day 
how·s 

£~•ening 
hours 

Ma1ins 
Lauds 

Prime 
Tierce 
Sex1 
None 

¼spers 
Compline 

3:30A.M. 
5:00A.M. 

6:00A.M . 
9:00A.M . 
12:00 noon 
3:00 P.M. 

4:30 P.M. 
6:00 P.M. 

(to be recited 
between 
midnight 
and dawn) 

The most familiar part of 1he Book of Hours is the 
Hours of 1he Virgin (cf. ilem 5, lisled above). In those 
Hours , 1he leng1h of text for each service varied. Matins, 
Lauds and Vespers arc the longest. Prime, Tierce, Sex! and 
None are shon, with a simplified 1ext composed of verse, 
response, hymn, three psalms, Capi1ulum and Collect. 
Some of the longer services could take as much as two 
hours to complete. The Hours of the Holy Spirit usually 
came af1cr the Hours of the Virgin-its 1ex1 generally qui1e 
shon, consisting of a hymn, antiphon, and prayer.• The 
Florida State University page is from the "Shon Hours of 
the Holy Spirit." In Netherlandish manuscripts, the regular 
grouping of 1exts consists of an1iphons , versicles, some
times psalms, prayers (Collects), invocations (Vespers). and 
a hymn.• Placed in the liturgical hours, Florida S1a1c's leaf 
contains the end of None and the beginning of Vespers. 

On 1he first line of the reclo are the last eight and a half 
words of the versicle. Then comes !he prayer or CoUect. 
The lower six lines on the rec10 arc 1he beginning of 
Vespers, or 1he standard invocation found at all hours except 
Matins and Compline. The rubric for the hymn, "ymnus•· is 
the last word on the recto page.• The verso of the leaf 
con1ains the text of the hymn, and in Netherlandish texts it 
would usually be the same in each of lhe hours. Here it is 
1he Dutch translation of the La1in hymn, "'kni creator 
spiritus ... , The antiphon and the psalm would have 
followed. 8 

Toward the end of the Middle Ages, cities and econo
mies were burgeoning, and irregularities in church practices 
occasioned protests for reform. The general sentiment was a 
demand for a more individual rather than an institutional 
form of worship . One of the mos! eloquenl refom1ers was 
the Du1ch scholar, lawyer, cleric, and theologjan, Geen 
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Grote (1340-1384).9 He had a passion for books, exhibited 
by his employment of five full-time copyists and his 
constant negotiations involving the exchange and copying 
of books for himself and others. His letters on pastoral or 
personal matters a.lways seemed to return to discussions 
about the price of parchment, the need for speed in copying, 
the lending of the copy-models. or the desire for additional 
bags of books. In reply to a letter from a friend asking 
advice, "Grote began his letter by saying ' I love you , 
because you love books.· " 10 

Evidently, a man of enormous energy and accomplish
ment, 11 Grote preached. traveled and wrote copiously. 
Along with scholarly opinions on ecclesiastical themes, 
objections to the building of the cathedral at Utrecht, and an 
unflinching attack on the Focarists (clergy who lived as 
married men)." he also wrote many treatises on spiritual 
and practical guidance. 

Grote read and quoted from Aristotle. Seneca, Livy, 
Cicero. Gregory, Augustine. Bernard. Aquinas. and the 
Bible, among favori te books. Moreover, he wrote transla
tions of notable literature which he felt should be widely 
dispersed , and - most imponant in this regard-he wrote a 
Dutch translation of the Book of Hours . Almost all of the 
Middle Netherlandish prayerbooks that survive contain his 
translation. 13 

The acceptance of a vernacular translarion was swift 
and points to an atmosphere receptive to personal commu
nion with God ouL~idc the strictures of the church. 

Organized around Grote 's preachings and treatises, his 
enthusiastic followers sought to establish houses for com
munal lay groups who wished to live apart and worship 
properly. As a result , the Brotherhood of Common Life was 
begun in 1383.14 and lead to the formation of fraternities 
dedicated to the education of schoolboys and the copying of 
books. Figure 3 is a map of all of the Houses of the Brothers 
of Common Life. Dcventer was the hometown of Geen 
Grote. 

Geen Grote ·s religious reform movement is referred to 
as the Modem Devotion. In his book A Ce111111y of Dutch 
Manuscript llh1111i11ario11. L.M.J. Delaisse writes that it was 
a popular movement that appealed 10 an intellectual and 
spiritual elite. He also states that "The Modem Devotion 
can be considered one of the most vital changes in the 
spiritual life of western Europe."" Consequently, Grote 
contributed not only the translation of the Book of Hours, 
but the schools of copyists who would continue to produce 
an enonnous amount of church and classical manuscripts. 16 

By the fifteenth century there were a large number of 
lay workshops and free-lance practitioners involved in the 
calligraphy and decoration of manuscripts. The brethren in 
the Grote fraternities were lay persons who undenook to 
copy books as a full -lime occupation. Often there were 
thirty-five copyists working in a single Brotherhouse, plus 
the thiny or forty schoolboys in the usual Brotherhood 
hostel. Some Brothcrhouses conducted schools for local and 
boarding students, while others merely provided the hostel 
for out-of-town schoolboys who would otherwise be unable 
to attend nearby universities. When not occupied with their 
studies, the boys copied books to help defray the cost of 
their lodgings. It is interesting 10 note that Erasmus attended 
the school of the Brotherhood from 1478 to 1483, and that 
Martin Luther boarded with the Brothers and auendcd 
school in Magcburg in 1497. 17 

Admiuedly, the Florida State acquisition could have 
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been produced in another workshop, but a routine day in a 
Grote Brotherhouse will give an understanding of the 
pattern of meditation and writing involved in producing 
hand-lcuered books. According 10 R.R. Post in his book 
The Modem Devotion, the brethren rose at half past three 10 
read the Breviary and pray the Hours of the Virgin . 
Afierward there was opportunity for studying lhe Holy 
Scriplure for an hour. From seven until ten each morning 
the brethren copied books. and then attended Mass in a 
parish church. There was reading aloud during mca.1s and in 
the summer the Brothers could lake a nap at the 1able while 
the reader finished his meal. In the afternoon they again 
wrote from twelve until three. 'kspers were al half pa$! 
four, followed by writing from five to seven. Then they had 
their evening meal and attended Complinc. Everyone had to 
be in bed at half past eight. 18 niroughout the day. while 
copying, the brothers were to meditate on subjects chosen 
and announced each moming. A fearful subjec1 one day wa 
alternated with a comforting one the next. 

From comparison with similar, dated manuscripts. tht 
approximate date of the Florida State leaf can be deter 
mined. However, there are divergent views about the region 
of origin. There is evidence relating the page to two 
different Netherlandic areas, the southern Netherlands and 
the northeastern Netherlands. 

A Dutch manuscripl of the Book of Hours owned b) 
the Boston Public Library (MS 159) has pages in which the 
illuminated border decoration and the painted initials rc.wm
ble those of the Florida State leaf. There is a difference in 
1he decorJtive placement , however: the Boslon pages have 
the design al the bottom and around the outer borders. never 
on the top and bottom only. After examination, Laura 
Monti, Keeper of Rare Books and Manuscripts at the 
Boston Public Library, concluded that they are undoubtedly 
from the same school of illumination , of the same era, but 
differ in the copyist hand. TI,e Boslon manuscript was 
produced in the Nelherlands in the fifteenth century." In its 
Lewis Collection, the Free Library of Philadelphia has a 
manuscript (MS 131) with full borders which repeal many of 
the decorative clements of the Florida State leaf. The Lewis 
Book of Hours was produced in the southern Nelherlands in 
1470. 20 

Dr. James Marrow. of the University of California. an 
expen on Dutch fifteenth-century illuminated manuscripts. 
in an October 23, 1984 letter regarding the Florida State 
page. wriles that "bits of the dialectical peculiarities of this 
version of Geen Grote 's basic text . .. make it clear that 1he 
scribe of your leaf was from the southern rather than 1he 
northern Netherlands (present-day Belgium), a judgment I 
base aol only on the dialect but also on the style of page 
layout , border decoration and painted initial. Southern 
Netherlands , ca . 1475 would not be far from the mark." 

Another manuscript, sec Figure 4. dated 1475 from the 
city of Ghent in the southern Netherlands, or Flanders, is 
from the Bodleian Library, Oxford. England . the Book of 
Hours, folio 15, page 68 verso . It is probably from another 
workshop. but !here is a likene-~s in the shape and composi
tion of the floral moti fs within the decorative border. 
Likewise. the Beinecke Library al Yale University owns a 
Book of Hours (MS 190) produced in Flanders, dated 1470 
(Figure 5). Instead of top and bottom border decoralion. ii 
includes full borders with similarities to both the Oxford 
and Florida State pages. Admittedly !here are differences in 
the leaves. however. 1he repeated elemenlS in the Oxford . 



Beinecke, and Florida State images arc sufficient to demon
strate a style of decoration common to manuscripts originat
ing in the southern Netherlands during the last third of the 
fifteenth century. 

In Flanders, Books of Hours were often made without 
miniatures. Sometimes the beginning of each service was 
placed on the recto of pages, so that miniatures could later 
be insened opposite them. Most of the anachable miniature~ 
were produced in Utrecht. In 1427 the city of Bmges 
prohibited the sale of miniatures from Utrecht. The nonh
em pages must have nooded the market and presented a 
threat to the anists of Bmges. From an illustration in 
Dclaissc's book , see Figure 6, an example of the insened 
miniature can be seen in two pages owned by the National 
Library in Vienna, MS 1988, page 30 verso and 31 recto. 
The ree10 exhibits the broad acanthus leaves characteristic 
of books made in Ghent,21 the page is dated 1480 and 
resembles the Florida State leaf. The page facing it. 
however, was probably made in Utrecht. There is indeed a 
great disparity between the Ghent page and its opposite 
miniature. 

The Florida State page may be from Flanders because 
it is from the less elaborate type of book, without mini 
atures - al least there was no miniature distinguishing the 
beginning of Vespers, which did appear on the recto of the 
page. The initials are painted and illuminated. but they are 
not inhabited. historiated , textured. or foliated , and birds 
and animals are absent from the borders (Figure 7). 

The Special Collections of the Van Pell Library a1 the 
University of Pennsylvania owns a Book of Hours in the 
translation of Geen Grote. 22 Their leaf 105 (recto and verso) 
contains the same text as the manuscript leaf from the 
Florida State library collection . Page 95 recto in the Van 
Pell volume also displays the large blue and gold acanthus 
leaves in the border (Figure 8). In his 1976 anicle "Medi-

This aulhor offers ~iDCtrc lhanks lO Dr. Jame-s Marrow. Professor of 
,\rt HistOf)', Unh·crsity of California, Bcrkclcy, and to Dr. Phillip E. 
\¼:bbcr. Central College, Pellu. Iowa. for so graciously sharing profe..;;. 
'-ional l:oowlcdgc concerning the J-lorida State manuscrip,1 page. 
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eval Ne1herlandic Manuscripts in Greater Philadelphia Li
braries, " Phillip E . Webber describes the Van Pelt 
manuscript as fifteenth century, in the dialect of the nonh
cas1ern Netherlands. 23 

Likewise, in correspondence about the Florida State 
leaf, Dr. Webber writes 'The language is not, however, that 
of the southern Netherlands, but rather that of the nonheast 
(provinces of Gcldcrland and Overij sscl). The language is, 
for the most pan. free of any regionalisms, a situation 
which is more common in the nonhern than in the southern 
Netherlands ... ,. He does not deal with the pattern of 
decorative motif, but uses dialectic features to explain his 
conclusion. As an example, \\l!bber says that the word 
seuemco/dich (sevenfold) on line 8 of the Florida State 
verso, would invariably be seuenoudich anywhere else 
except the nonheastern Netherlands." 

The nonhern designation is funher supponed by Dr. P. 
F. J. Obbema, the Keeper of \\~stern Manuscripts at the 
University of Leiden. He s1a1es "according 10 language and 
decoration the provenance must be the nonhcrn Netherlands 
(not Flemish . .. ). The date will be about 1450-60. " 26 

Undoubtedly, the approximate dates of origin for the 
Ne1herlandish page a1 Florida Staie arc 1450 10 1480 , and 
more specifically, ca . 1475. Much evidence can be adduced 
to suppon the idea that the page originated in the southern 
pan of the Netherlands. and possibly in the city of Ghent. 
and equally convincing points can be made to corroborate 
the notion that it was produced in the nonh , but neither 
conviction can here conclusively be shown to be accurate. 
Nevenheless, if Grote 's philosophy of rapidly copying 
books for educational distribution persisted into the late 
fifteenth century in the Ne1herlandish Brotherhouses , then 
the Florida State University leaf is quite likely to have been 
produced in just such an environment. 

Florida State University 
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Figure I , Page from Netherlaodish Book of Hours, ca . 
1475, Florida State University, Special Collect,ons , Strozier 
Library. 

/4 

25 A. \~n Loey. Midd~Jnrdulwulst! Spra1,kkl,n.s1. vol. 2 Kla11klur 
(Groningcn: \¼>lters-Noordhoff. 6th ed. 1969) par. 96. 

26 Conc-.sponden<:c from Bib)jotheck der Rijtsuniversiteit te Leiden. 
Netherland , October 26, 1984. 

. .. . . . • •• •• • 4:'1uur;,...n·.;.11nl OriJ1h bH-...l 
• , .(Jllf trU'-"l .) ,:1 ,r, II(. HIii 

,.- ,, 1r.i-11 IIT l]"tl\.io'Ultl,nm1tr 'ba1 ~-;..-f.• 
"

111 J.lnl i ll:"~ ) 11 l,i(h jlf1ni«zlll ffll 

• .. no,Orrn:Jtrur qn.,t m1111r lltlgf1f!rr11 
Soh,>nu-lmnih fauA1,1rm,uun m, 
~ol'f mr ,uiur mrrruc qt1ufuhht '"'"' 
gifr ! ) II (nmu,IOuh Ul!JIIIINI bu uu, 
g,1·tn· 1rdii1rti111u !,"'"lli"3 bu r.1w,n, rt, 
f111tfd1r it'lirfn,i OJ~ 1Jt1tl~ UAtn"'> uo; 

gt1rtowt111 ntm ~) fldh1itl>V """, 
tT t.,u,,r uaaf11rttr 1ul11r 11altl1ntr nil, 
urOl"trnd11t1 .. .,ll11 ou~ luf1'tm~ nurl, 
hnamu n•durt1• J, crbmr uctth'u 
UlftUf mltgtf ttx1J81Jl!i o:rtr 111lm lJtthl 
.,.,,,,., U01l!j11tllltli'llls Coe Co11ut Ill 
dllfltl\ltllhr q~Wt(j t11(bV IUI Dlln' 

1111'tb l,1 &notn11unnt1ru ualn'r,.zrl.m 
u f rm wnr ttllulli ~ Ill ah rlout!tu b P 

Figure 2, Verso of Netherlandish Page, Florida State 
University. 



Figure 3, Map of the Houses of the Brothers of Common 
Life, 1968, R. R. Post, The Modem Devotion, courtesy of 
E. J. Brill. Leiden. 

Figure 4, MS Gough Liturgy 15 folio 68v, 1475, courtesy of 
the Department of \\bstcm Manuscripts, Bodlcian Library, 
Oxford, England. 
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Figure 5, MS 190, folio 14r, "Gimbel Hours ," counesy of the Beinecke Library, Yale University. 
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Figure 6. MS 1988, The A11111111ciario11, Nationalbibliothek. Vienna, L. M. J. Delaisse, A Ce11tury of Durch 
Manuscript lll11111i1w1io11, 1968, counesy of University of California Press. 

J~fuWttd :Historiat<d Jffuminattd(<,o(dJ 
D«orativi lmlt111ent ef du. 6a<'½round 1w Cha":9td and 
diifu.nittd wc.r rfw !1'4..,· 

Figure 7 , Margaret Shepherd, "Gothic Capitals," 1982, 
Leami11g Calligraphy, counesy of Macmillan Publishing 
Co. 

Figure 8. MS Flemish I . 95r, counesy of the van Pelt 
Library, University of Pennsylvania System. 
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