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Abstract 

Música popular Brasileira (MPB) is a genre of Brazilian music that emerged in the mid-1960s. It is 
characterized by its eclectic mix of samba, bossa nova, tropicalia, rock, pop, electronic, and samba-pop 
incorporating elements from African, European, and indigenous Brazilian music traditions. MPB is known 
for its rich lyrical content, which often addresses social, political, and cultural themes, and its innovative 
fusion of traditional and contemporary musical styles. This paper explores the allure and entrepreneurial 
prospects of MPB in the global music sphere. Through qualitative analysis of insights from industry experts 
Beatriz Malnic, Bruno Miranda, and Derris Lee, it delves into MPB's distinctive elements, its global 
influence, and strategies for enhancing its commercial success. Despite barriers, MPB's diversity, rhythmic 
appeal, and genre fusion captivate audiences globally. The paper advocates for collaborative partnerships 
with educational institutions, language-inclusive promotion, and digital engagement to expand MPB's 
reach. Embracing MPB's cultural legacy and entrepreneurial ethos can deepen connections with audiences 
and enrich the global music landscape with Brazil's musical treasures. 
 

Keywords: Brazilian popular music, música popular Brasileira, MPB, global music market, cultural 
diversity, entrepreneurial potential, music industry, audience engagement. 

 

Introduction 

 In today's contemporary music industry, Latin pop, epitomized by artists like Bad Bunny, 

Rosalía, and Karol G, dominates global charts, captivating audiences worldwide with its 

infectious beats and catchy lyrics (Caballero, 2021; Galatti Pedro & Ruiz, 2024; Shoichet, 2023). 

Amidst this fervent embrace of Latin pop, música popular brasileira (MPB) remains relatively 

obscure internationally, despite its widespread popularity within Brazil. For instance, a survey 

conducted in 2022 revealed that approximately 48% of Brazilian music consumers preferred 

MPB, demonstrating its strong domestic presence (Statista, 2023). The disparity stems from 

cultural visibility and linguistic barriers, with Portuguese, the language of MPB, lacking the 

global ubiquity of Spanish (Amaral, 2020). Additionally, MPB's intricate fusion of African, 
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European, and indigenous influences sets it apart, offering a musical landscape both unfamiliar 

and enticing to global audiences (Heise, 2018).  

Yet, despite these challenges, MPB’s soulful rhythms, evocative melodies, and poetic 

lyricism resonate deeply with listeners, inviting them on a sonic journey through the heart of 

Brazil (Nakano & Vicente, 2023). Its versatility transcends traditional genre boundaries, 

encompassing bossa nova's smooth melodies, samba's infectious rhythms, and tropicalia's 

experimental sounds (Martins, 2020). This harmonious fusion not only creates an engaging 

musical experience but also bridges cultural and linguistic gaps, positioning MPB as a 

commercially viable genre within the Latin music scene, characterized by its thematic lyricism 

on human creativity and authenticity (Goldschmitt & Vicente, 2020). From intimate acoustic 

ballads to lively dancefloor anthems, MPB continues to captivate and inspire listeners 

worldwide. While Spanish-language pop dominates the global mainstream airwaves, MPB stands 

as a testament to the enduring power of cultural diversity, enriching the global musical heritage 

with its hidden treasures (Bruno, 2015). 

 

Contemporary MPB Artists: Making Waves in the Industry 

 Within MPB, four remarkable artists have emerged, making significant strides and 

garnering international acclaim: Anitta, Michel Teló, Marisa Monte, and Seu Jorge. Anitta's 

fusion of funk carioca, reggaeton, and pop has catapulted her to global stardom, inspiring a new 

wave of artistic innovation. Her Billboard chart-topping hits like "Downtown" and "Girl from 

Rio" not only showcase her infectious beats but also highlight her strategic collaborations and 

genre versatility, reinforcing her status as a trailblazer in the industry (Billboard, 2024; Noronha 

et al., 2022). Similarly, Michel Teló's compelling melodies and his signature blend of sertanejo 

universitário have captivated audiences worldwide, demonstrating the universal allure of MPB. 

From his smash hit "Ai Se Eu Te Pego" (“Oh If I Catch You”) to his ongoing creative endeavors, 

Teló continues to delight listeners, proving the genre's enduring appeal and boundless potential 

for innovation (Vargas, 2014).  

 Meanwhile, Marisa Monte's soulful vocals and eclectic musical style have earned her 

critical acclaim and a devoted global fan base. With a career spanning over three decades, 

Monte's contributions to MPB have been monumental, pushing the genre's boundaries and 

inspiring countless artists to explore new intercultural sonorities (Luis & Saraiva, 2021). 
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Additionally, Seu Jorge's velvety voice and captivating interpretations of classic MPB songs 

have earned him widespread acclaim and international recognition. As a cultural icon, Jorge 

bridges the gap between Brazilian and non-Brazilian audiences, showcasing MPB's ability to 

transcend cultural boundaries and resonate with listeners worldwide (Walden, 2020). Together, 

these contemporary MPB artists exemplify the genre's vibrant diversity and boundless creativity, 

reinforcing its global significance and enduring appeal within popular music commerce. 

 

Leveraging Effectuation Theory: The Entrepreneurial Potential of MPB Artists 

 The existing literature analyzes MPB's lyrical content and musical fusion but lacks 

insights into how these elements contribute to its global appeal and entrepreneurial potential 

within the Latin music industry (Padron et al., 2020). Despite recognition for its cultural 

significance, there is a need for further investigation into MPB's role in enriching the global 

music market and exploring strategies to enhance Brazilian artists' commercial success and 

global recognition. Addressing these gaps will deepen our understanding of MPB and offer 

valuable insights for Brazilian artists aiming to expand their international presence and capitalize 

on emerging opportunities in the global music market.Through examining the entrepreneurial 

potential of MPB artists through the lens of effectuation theory, we can gain deeper insights into 

how these artists navigate their careers and achieve international success. 

Effectuation theory emphasizes leveraging existing resources and relationships to create 

new opportunities (Bissonnette & Arcand, 2018). This correlation is evident in their fusion of 

samba, bossa nova, and tropicalia, which appeals to international audiences. Anitta exemplifies 

this by using strategic collaborations and genre versatility for global success. MPB's cultural 

authenticity and lyrical depth foster profound audience connections, enabling artists to adapt to 

market changes. Therefore, MPB's entrepreneurial potential lies in both its rich heritage and 

resourceful strategies, making it a noteworthy area for further investigation within the context of 

this study. This exploration will provide insights into how MPB's unique elements contribute to 

its global appeal and entrepreneurial potential, addressing the study's research questions.  

  

Research Questions 

1. What are the distinctive lyrical and musical elements of MPB that contribute to its global 
appeal and entrepreneurial potential within the Latin music scene? 
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2. How does MPB contribute to the enrichment and diversification of the global music 

landscape, particularly within the context of the Latin music industry? 
 
3. What strategies can be implemented to enhance the commercial success and global 

recognition of Brazilian artists and MPB, leveraging its cultural significance and 
entrepreneurial potential? 

 
4. Which factors contribute to the comparative success of Spanish-language pop artists outside 

of their native countries, and how can Brazilian artists leverage these insights to enhance their 
international presence and entrepreneurial opportunities? 

 
 

Methodology 

Research Design & Participant Selection Criteria 

 This study utilized a multiple-case qualitative research design, involving three selected 

MPB experts. The use of multiple cases facilitated a comprehensive exploration and enhanced 

the validity of findings through triangulation. Participants were chosen based on established 

criteria, including ongoing involvement in Brazilian music, extensive experience and knowledge 

of MPB, and a commitment to entrepreneurial activities within the music industry. These criteria 

ensured active engagement and expertise in the field, encompassing practical involvement, 

scholarly research, and entrepreneurial endeavors. 

 

Participants 

 Three distinguished professionals in the realm of MPB were carefully selected to 

participate in this study. The panel of experts comprised Beatriz Malnic, an esteemed MPB 

vocalist and co-founder of Brazilian Voices; Bruno Miranda, a highly regarded album producer 

and multi-Latin GRAMMY® Award nominee from São Paulo, Brazil, who also serves as a 

professor of commercial music at Liberty University, specializing in MPB scholarship; and 

Derris Lee, an accomplished Latin GRAMMY® Award-winning keyboardist and percussionist 

renowned for his expertise in Brazilian and commercial music from Brazil. Additionally, Lee 

holds the position of Instructor of Music Business & Entrepreneurship at the University of 

Florida. 

 

Data Collection, Analysis, & Trustworthiness 
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 Data was collected through semi-structured interviews conducted with each expert 

individually. The interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim to ensure accuracy. 

The interview questions were designed to elicit detailed insights into the distinctive features of 

MPB, its global appeal, factors influencing its commercial success, and strategies for promoting 

its recognition on a global scale. The data analysis process followed a systematic approach, 

beginning with the coding of the interview transcripts. Initial codes were generated based on 

recurring themes and patterns identified in the data. Through iterative rounds of coding, codes 

were refined and organized into categories representing key aspects of the research questions. 

Themes were then derived from the categories, capturing the essence of the experts' perspectives 

on MPB and its entrepreneurial potential.  

 To ensure the trustworthiness of the findings, inter-rater reliability was established 

through independent coding and subsequent comparison of coding schemes among three 

researchers: the Principal Investigator (PI), Co-Principal Investigator (Co-PI), and an external 

expert in qualitative research. The involvement of these three individuals provided diverse 

perspectives and expertise, enhancing the robustness of the analysis. Consensus meetings were 

held to resolve any discrepancies and enhance the reliability of the coding process. Additionally, 

member checking was conducted, allowing the experts to review and confirm the accuracy of the 

interpretations made based on their interview responses. 

 

Results 

Beatriz Malnic's Insights on MPB 

 Beatriz Malnic provided invaluable insights into the distinctive elements and 

international reception of MPB. Through qualitative data analysis of her interviews, several key 

themes emerged, shedding light on the unique allure and challenges faced by MPB in the global 

music landscape. 

 

Distinctive Elements of MPB 

 Malnic emphasized the multifaceted nature of Brazilian music, highlighting its rich 

diversity and fusion of cultural influences. She described Brazilian rhythms as dynamic and 

powerful, drawing inspiration from African beats and characterized by unique subdivisions and 
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syncopation. This emphasis on rhythmic complexity distinguishes MPB from mainstream North 

American music, contributing to its impactful and intriguing nature.  

Brazilian music is this rich tapestry of cultures weaving together seamlessly. The 

rhythms, oh, they're like a heartbeat pulsating with energy, rooted in African heritage yet 

embracing influences from all corners. It's a musical journey unlike any other, with 

Portuguese lyrics adding this raw, emotive depth that's just soul-stirring. 

Additionally, Malnic discussed the significance of lyrical expression in Portuguese, 

acknowledging potential language barriers while highlighting the emotive texture and 

authenticity it adds to MPB performances. 

 

International Recognition and Challenges 

 Malnic reflected on the achievements of Brazilian musicians like Michel Teló and Anitta 

in gaining international recognition. She noted Teló's global success with "Ai, se eu te pego," 

attributing its appeal to familiar chord progressions and catchy, repetitive lyrics. Similarly, she 

highlighted Anitta's strategic approach to expanding her audience through collaborations, genre 

versatility, and multilingual performances. However, Malnic acknowledged the challenges of 

balancing global aspirations with maintaining cultural authenticity, emphasizing the importance 

of effective marketing and audience engagement strategies. 

Think of Michel Teló's “Ai, se eu te pego” – it was everywhere, right? Catchy tunes, 

familiar chords, it's a recipe for global success. But breaking into international markets? 

It's not all sunshine and rainbows. Anitta's done it with style, but it's a tightrope walk. 

How do you keep it real while appealing to a world audience? That's the challenge. 

 

Value of Consuming International Music 

 Malnic underscored the importance of cultural exchange through music, advocating for 

the appreciation of MPB’s diverse musical traditions as a means of fostering understanding and 

empathy across borders. She emphasized the role of artists in bridging cultural divides through 

accessible and relatable music, citing examples like Bossa Nova's integration of jazz elements to 

appeal to American audiences. Malnic also suggested that artists seeking international 
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recognition should prioritize blending familiar elements with cultural specificity to engage 

diverse audiences effectively. 

Music is this beautiful exchange of cultures, this language that transcends borders. Take 

Bossa Nova; it's Brazilian charm meets jazz sophistication, inviting listeners from all 

walks of life. When artists blend their roots with universal appeal, it's like saying, “Come, 

let's share stories, let's celebrate our differences.” That's the magic of international music. 

 

 

Bruno Miranda's Insights on MPB 

 Bruno Miranda, a distinguished album producer, Latin GRAMMY® Award nominee, 

and professor specializing in MBP scholarship, provided valuable perspectives on the 

interculturalism, musical exploration, and entrepreneurial strategies within the professional 

practice in the field of MPB. Through qualitative data analysis of his interviews, several key 

themes emerged, offering insights into MPB's cultural significance and potential avenues for 

enhancing its global recognition and commercial success. 

 

Interculturalism and Celebratory Music 

 Miranda highlighted Brazil's diverse cultural heritage, composed of people from various 

parts of the world, including Italy, Japan, Germany, and Afro-descendants. This rich tapestry of 

cultural influences contributes to the melting pot of MPB music, characterized by celebratory 

rhythms and dance-oriented melodies. Miranda also emphasized MPB's role in unifying people 

and communities through music, serving as a cultural product and service that fosters cohesion 

and cultural enrichment. 

Brazilian Popular Music is a reflection of our rich cultural tapestry, woven together by 

the diverse influences of Italy, Japan, Germany, Afro-descendants, and more, creating a 

celebratory rhythm that unites communities and enriches our cultural heritage. 

 

Exploration of Musical Fusion 

 Miranda discussed MPB's ongoing exploration of musical fusion, citing recent Latin 

GRAMMY® nominated artists like João Donato, whose album "Serotonina" exemplifies the 

intersection of funk music and jazz fusion. This innovative blending of musical genres reflects 
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MPB's dynamic evolution and its capacity to push artistic boundaries while maintaining cultural 

authenticity. Miranda's insights underscore the genre's adaptability and its potential to resonate 

with diverse audiences worldwide. 

MPB's exploration of musical fusion is at the forefront of its dynamic evolution, 

exemplified by artists like João Donato, whose innovative blending of funk and jazz 

pushes artistic boundaries while maintaining our cultural authenticity. 

 

Entrepreneurial Strategies for Audience Expansion 

 In addressing strategies for enhancing the commercial success and global recognition of 

Brazilian artists and MPB, Miranda emphasized the importance of engaging with universities 

that have Latin and Brazilian-based music programs, ensembles, and studies. He proposed 

advancing awareness through collaboration with US and Spanish-speaking universities, offering 

scholarship opportunities and workshops to provide insight into the wonders of MPB music and 

the collective mission of artists within the genre. Miranda's suggestions highlight the potential 

for educational partnerships to broaden MPB's audience reach and cultivate appreciation for its 

cultural significance. 

Engaging with universities that specialize in Latin and Brazilian music programs presents 

a valuable opportunity for MPB artists to expand their audience reach and enhance their 

global recognition. Through offering scholarship opportunities and workshops, we can 

provide insight into the wonders of MPB music and its collective mission, cultivating 

appreciation and understanding among diverse audiences. 

 

 

Derris Lee's Perspectives on MPB 

 Derris Lee shared insightful perspectives on MPB, emphasizing its cultural significance, 

educational outreach efforts, and strategies for audience expansion. Through qualitative analysis 

of Lee's interviews, key themes emerged, shedding light on MPB's role in music education and 

its potential for global outreach and impact. 

 

Cultural Significance and Educational Outreach 
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 Lee underscored the cultural significance of MPB artists' contributions to music 

education, particularly through social media platforms like YouTube. He highlighted how MPB 

artists create educational content aimed at aspiring music producers, studio musicians, and 

artists, leveraging their expertise to educate and inspire the next generation of music creators. 

Lee's insights also emphasize MPB's dual role as both a musical genre and a vehicle for 

educational outreach, fostering a community of learning and collaboration within the music 

industry. 

You know, these MPB artists aren't just making music; they're also shaping the next 

generation of musicians! Just think – they're putting out these cool educational videos on 

YouTube, teaching aspiring musicians the tricks of the trade. It's like they're building this 

awesome community of music lovers and learners all at once. 

 

Strategies for Audience Expansion 

 In discussing strategies for enhancing the commercial success and global recognition of 

MPB artists, Lee emphasized the importance of language diversity in reaching broader 

audiences. He advocated for independent labels and artists of MPB to conduct interviews in both 

Spanish and English, leveraging multilingual communication to expand their audience reach and 

impact potential. Through engaging with Spanish-speaking and English-speaking audiences 

through interviews and promotional activities, MPB artists can increase their visibility and 

connect with diverse communities worldwide.  

Hey, so here's a thought – ever noticed how some of those MPB artists are starting to do 

interviews in both Spanish and English? Wise approach. In speaking different languages, 

they're opening up to a whole new crowd of listeners. It's like they're saying, 'Hey world, 

come groove with us!' You gotta love that kind of vibe. 
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Figure 1. Table of Thematic Findings 

As shown in Figure 1, the findings are categorized into meta-themes, themes, and sub-themes. 
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Discussion 

Answers to Research Questions 

Research Question 1: What are the distinctive lyrical and musical elements of MPB that 
contribute to its global appeal and entrepreneurial potential within the Latin music scene? 
 
 The insights provided by Beatriz Malnac, Bruno Miranda, and Derris Lee shed light on 

several distinctive elements of MPB that contribute to its global appeal. These include the rich 

diversity of Brazilian music, characterized by unique rhythms, syncopation, and lyrical 

expression in Portuguese. Additionally, the genre's celebratory nature and exploration of musical 

fusion serve to captivate audiences worldwide, offering a unique and engaging musical 

experience. MPB's blend of familiar elements with cultural specificity enhances its 

entrepreneurial potential within the Latin music scene, allowing artists to reach diverse audiences 

while maintaining authenticity. 

Research Question 2: How does Brazilian Popular Music (MPB) contribute to the enrichment 
and diversification of the global music landscape, particularly within the context of the Latin 
music industry? 
 
 MPB's cultural significance and innovative musical explorations contribute to the 

enrichment and diversification of the global music landscape. Artists like João Donato, cited by 

Bruno Miranda, exemplify MPB's capacity to push artistic boundaries and infuse diverse 

influences into their music. This cultural richness not only enhances the global music scene but 

also fosters cross-cultural exchange and understanding. MPB's fusion of different musical genres 

and traditions offers a refreshing and dynamic addition to the Latin music industry, further 

broadening its appeal and impact. 

 

Research Question 3: What strategies can be implemented to enhance the commercial success 
and global recognition of Brazilian artists and MPB, leveraging its cultural significance and 
entrepreneurial potential? 
 
 Beatriz Malnic, Bruno Miranda, and Derris Lee proposed various strategies to enhance 

the commercial success and global recognition of MPB artists. These include engaging with 

universities and music programs to expand audience reach, collaborating with US and Spanish-

speaking institutions to raise awareness, and leveraging language diversity in interviews and 

promotional activities. Additionally, educational outreach efforts, such as creating educational 
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content on social media, can further promote MPB and cultivate a new generation of music 

enthusiasts. 

 

Gains to the Study for the Literature & Practice 

 This study offers the literature a qualitative examination, employing interview-style 

methodology, of current practitioners' perspectives on MPB. Moreover, it provides 

entrepreneurial perspectives applicable for MPB artists, producers, listeners, and educators. To 

the authors' knowledge, it is the first study that bridges music business and entrepreneurship 

research with ethnomusicology research, further expanding awareness of the entrepreneurial 

potential within the MPB industry. 

 

Connecting Results to Entrepreneurial Theoretical Framework 

 The qualitative data from interviews with Beatriz Malnic, Bruno Miranda, and Derris Lee 

highlight the distinct entrepreneurial strategies employed by MPB artists, which can be analyzed 

through the lens of effectuation theory. For instance, Anitta's strategic collaborations and genre 

versatility illustrate the effectual approach of leveraging relationships and diverse musical styles 

to achieve global success. Similarly, Bruno Miranda's emphasis on interculturalism and musical 

fusion showcases the proactive use of Brazil's rich cultural tapestry as a resource to innovate and 

expand MPB's reach. The findings underscore MPB artists' ability to adapt to market changes 

and engage in meaningful cultural exchanges, reflecting core principles of effectuation. The 

correlation between the artists' strategies and effectuation theory not only demonstrates their 

entrepreneurial potential but also validates the framework as a lens for understanding their 

success. Thus, leveraging cultural authenticity and creative versatility may help MPB artists 

exemplify how entrepreneurial principles can be effectively applied in the music industry to 

achieve international recognition and commercial success. This alignment of qualitative insights 

with effectuation theory provides a robust framework for exploring and enhancing MPB's global 

appeal and entrepreneurial potential, addressing the study's research questions and offering 

valuable strategies for Brazilian artists aiming to expand their international presence. 

 

Implications for MPB Artists, Producers, and Audience Listeners 
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 MPB artists and producers can leverage the insights provided to enhance their 

entrepreneurial strategies and expand their audience reach. It’s important to embrace MPB's 

cultural heritage and musical diversity, artists can create authentic and engaging music that 

resonates with global audiences. Collaboration with universities and educational institutions can 

provide valuable opportunities for outreach and engagement, while language diversity in 

promotional activities can facilitate connections with diverse communities worldwide. MPB 

audience listeners can deepen their appreciation for the genre by exploring its diverse musical 

elements and cultural influences. Through engagement with MPB artists' educational content and 

following their entrepreneurial endeavors, listeners can actively support the growth and 

recognition of Brazilian music on the global stage. Additionally, language diversity in interviews 

and promotional activities can facilitate greater accessibility and inclusivity for diverse 

audiences. 

 

Limitations of Study 

 One limitation of this study is the reliance on qualitative data from a limited number of 

interviews, which may not fully capture the diversity of perspectives within the MPB industry. 

Additionally, the study primarily focused on the perspectives of industry experts, potentially 

overlooking the voices of other stakeholders such as fans, music journalists, and policymakers. 

Future research could address these limitations by employing a larger sample size and 

incorporating a broader range of perspectives. 

 

Suggestions for Future Research 

 To build on the findings of this study and address identified gaps, several avenues for 

future research are proposed. 

 Exploring MPB's Impact on Cultural Diplomacy: Given MPB's rich cultural significance 

and its role in Brazilian identity, a qualitative study could investigate how MPB promotes 

cultural exchange and diplomacy globally. This research could include qualitative interviews 

with diplomats, cultural ambassadors, and international audiences to understand MPB's influence 

on perceptions of Brazilian culture and identity. Such a study would provide valuable insights 

into the broader socio-political impacts of MPB beyond the music industry. 
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 Analyzing MPB's Digital Engagement Strategies: With the increasing importance of 

digital media in the music industry, a mixed-methods study could analyze the effectiveness of 

MPB artists' digital engagement strategies. This research could involve quantitative analysis of 

social media metrics to measure engagement and reach, complemented by qualitative interviews 

with artists and digital marketers to understand the strategies behind successful online 

interactions. This would help in identifying best practices and areas for improvement in digital 

engagement for MPB artists. 

 Examining MPB's Collaborative Networks: The collaborative nature of the MPB 

industry, involving artists, producers, and record labels, suggests a complex network of 

relationships that could be explored through a network analysis study. Through examining these 

collaborative networks, this research could provide insights into the dynamics of partnerships 

within the MPB industry. Qualitative interviews with key stakeholders would supplement the 

network analysis, offering a deeper understanding of how these collaborations contribute to the 

success and innovation of MPB. 

 

 These suggestions are grounded in the need to further understand the multifaceted impact 

of MPB and to explore strategies that can enhance its global recognition and commercial 

success. In investigating these areas, future research can build on the current study's findings and 

contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of MPB's role in the global music landscape. 

 

 

Concluding Thoughts 

 MPB holds immense potential for global recognition and commercial success, as 

evidenced by the insights provided by industry experts Beatriz Malnac, Bruno Miranda, and 

Derris Lee. Despite facing challenges such as linguistic barriers and cultural authenticity, MPB 

continues to captivate audiences worldwide with its rich diversity, innovative spirit, and 

entrepreneurial drive. Through embracing MPB's distinctive elements, artists and producers can 

leverage its cultural significance and entrepreneurial potential to expand their audience reach and 

impact. Collaboration with educational institutions, language diversity in promotional activities, 

and digital engagement strategies are key avenues for enhancing the commercial success and 

global recognition of MPB. As we celebrate the vibrancy of Latin popular music, let us embrace 
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MPB’s cultural richness and artistic innovation as integral components of the global music 

industry. Through collaboration, innovation, and a shared passion for cross-cultural music, MPB 

has the power to transcend boundaries and unite listeners around the world in a celebration of 

intercultural and artistic excellence. 
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