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Preface1	
	

he	Christian	religion	has	as	its	origin	the	life	and	teaching	of	Jesus,	a	young	carpenter	from	
the	village	of	Nazareth	in	northern	Palestine.	The	writers	of	the	Bible	recorded	his	life	and	
his	work	among	 the	poor	and	oppressed	people	of	his	country	 in	his	 time.	This	record	 is	
authenticated	by	other	historians	of	the	period.	

The	many	stories	that	have	been	told	about	Jesus	certainly	mark	him	as	a	Holy	man	
with	true	compassion	for	the	poor,	who	loathed	injustice,	and	who	died	a	martyr	in	the	cause	
of	 oppressed	 people.	 That,	 in	 itself,	 did	 not	make	 him	unique;	what	 does	 is	 the	 fact	 that	
thousands	then,	and	millions	now,	regard	him	as	the	promised	Messiah,	divine,	and	the	cult	
of	his	worship	has	spread	to	the	four	corners	of	the	earth,	his	followers	numbering	in	tens	of	
millions.	

Not	many	of	these	people	understand	the	circumstances	which	led	to	his	death.	The	
majority	see	him	purely	as	 the	victim	of	religious	persecution	and	 jealousy.	What	has	not	
been	 appreciated	by	 vast	numbers	of	 those	who	profess	Christianity	 is	 the	 revolutionary	
character	of	the	doctrine	which	Jesus	Christ	proclaimed	–	a	doctrine	which	addressed	itself	
to	the	needs	and	aspirations	of	the	poor,	the	weak,	and	the	oppressed,	and	posed	the	claims	
of	this	group	against	the	establishment	for	liberation	and	social	justice.	It	was	this	that	played	
a	major	role	in	his	demise.	

Because	Christianity	is	for	us	in	the	Caribbean	–	as	in	other	countries	–	a	European	
imposition,	 it	 was	 most	 times,	 as	 presented	 incompatible	 with	 the	 cultures	 which	 were	
obliged	to	accept	and	practise	its	dogma.	Today	there	are	many	people	all	over	the	world	who	
cling,	oftentimes	blindly,	to	a	faith	that	they	do	not	fully	understand;	and	great	contradictions	
and	con\lict	result	from	this	enforced	union,	causing	untold	hardship.	

Then	too,	the	Christian	religion	and	its	founder	have	been	much	used	and	abused	for	
private	 or	 sectorial	 gain,	 and	 many	 are	 the	 great	 evils	 and	 atrocities	 committed	 on	
unsuspecting	 people	 the	world	 over	 in	 the	 name	of	 that	 religion	which	was	 supposed	 to	
liberate	the	individual	and	create	a	just	and	peaceful	world.	

The	play	is	an	attempt	to	address	two	points:	\irstly,	to	put	some	light	on	the	political	
machinations	which	resulted	in	the	downfall	of	one	of	the	great	revolutionaries	of	history.	
Secondly,	it	aims	at	making	this	and	other	aspects	of	the	story	more	meaningful	and	relevant	
to	the	present	time	in	the	Caribbean,	inhabited	by	people	whose	oppression	has	been	great	

 
1	Editor’s	note:	In	the	1985	publication	of	the	play	(published	by	Easton	Lee	via	Creative	Project	Ltd.),	this	
preface	is	preceded	by	a	foreword	written	by	Neville	W.	deSouza,	Bishop	of	Jamaica.	The	preface	is	followed	by	
a	cast	list	and	production	team	list	from	the	Sirst	production	in	1979,	then	a	short	essay	titled	“The	Play”	and	a	
few	paragraphs	on	staging.	We	have	not	republished	the	foreword	or	cast	and	production	lists	here,	but	they	
will	be	archived	with	the	Digital	Library	of	the	Caribbean.	We	include	here	lightly	edited	version	of	the	
preface,	the	section	titled	“The	Play,”	and	the	staging	instructions,	which	we	have	titled	“Note	on	Staging.”	
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and	long-lasting,	and	who	even	now	must	struggle	to	understand	and	come	to	grips	with	the	
reality	of	the	complexity	of	their	situation.	The	complications	and	contradictions	that	arise	
from	their	belief	in,	and	relationship	with,	a	man	who	lived	and	died	over	2000	years	ago,	in	
a	land	thousands	of	miles	away,	and	how	that	relates	to	the	circumstances	of	their	life	in	this	
part	of	the	world,	is	at	the	heart	of	the	dilemma	of	our	Caribbean	people.	
	
	

The Play 
	

his	play	was	specially	written	for	St.	Barnabas	Church,	Siloah,	from	where	the	inspiration	
came.	It	belongs	to	Siloah.	

When	 I	was	 a	boy	 growing	up	 in	 Siloah	during	 those	dif\icult	 and	often	 traumatic	
years,	 like	in	every	other	place	I	guess,	there	were	many	in\luences	with	which	the	young	
mind	had	to	battle,	some	good,	some	bad,	some	horrible	and	some	positively	beautiful.	Some	
you	try	to	forget,	others	you	try	to	keep.	Some	stay	with	you	and	in\luence	your	future	and	
what	you	do,	what	you	become.	

One	day,	I	overheard	a	remark	made	in	conversation	between	my	mother	and	Aunt	
Rose	 who	 sold	 bammies	 on	 our	 shop	 piazza,	 as	 they	 discussed	 the	 joys	 and	 burdens	 of	
motherhood.	Aunt	Rose	said,	“You	know	we	all	forget	that	Judas	did	have	a	mother	too.”	That	
statement	stayed	with	me	for	a	long	time	and	I	decided	to	write	a	play	based	on	the	mother	
of	Judas	and	Mary,	the	mother	of	Christ,	and	perhaps	what	might	have	happened	if	the	two	
women	met.	However,	due	to	pressure	of	life	and	work	I	was	unable	to	write	the	play,	and	in	
order	 to	preserve	 the	 idea	 I	wrote	a	narrative	poem,	which	 I	hoped	would	 later	 form	the	
outline	of	the	larger	work.	I	showed	the	poem	to	my	friend	Sheila	Barnett	and	after	she	had	
lived	with	it	for	some	\ive	years,	she	created	the	ballet	“The	Rope	and	The	Cross.”	

Sheila's	work	on	the	idea	has	provided	the	inspiration	for	further	extensions	of	that	
idea.	I	have	written	a	second	poem	using	the	same	title	“The	Rope	and	the	Cross,”	Mervyn	
Morris	has	written	“Mother	of	Judas	Mother	of	God,”	Susan	Alexander	has	painted	a	triptych.	
One	musician	is	now	working	on	original	music	for	the	ballet,	another	is	working	on	music	
for	the	play	which	we	hope	will	emerge	as	a	musical.	

The	ballet	has	been	performed	in	churches	and	theatres	in	Jamaica	and	abroad	–	the	
United	 States,	 Canada,	Trinidad,	West	Germany	–	 and	 each	 time	has	been	 acclaimed	as	 a	
brilliant	work.	Many	will	remember	the	performance	at	St.	Barnabas	on	Easter	day,	1976.	A	
performance	of	 this	work	was	given	 for	 the	World	Council	of	Churches	delegates	at	 their	
meeting	at	the	University	early	in	1979,	where	my	second	poem	was	translated	and	read	in	
four	languages.	

T	
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It	 is	 very	 exciting	what	 is	 happening	 to	 this	 one	 idea.	 It	 takes	 on	 new	 and	 added	
dimension	with	each	expression,	and	it	all	started	from	the	germ	of	an	idea	sown	on	a	shop	
piazza	in	Siloah.	Surely	this	is	in	reality	the	parable	of	the	mustard	seed,	and	the	ful\illment	
of	a	prophecy	and	a	promise.	

It	is	\itting	that	the	\irst	performance	should	have	taken	place	in	Siloah,	since	it	was	
inspired	by	two	mothers	who	lived	in	that	township.	Whatever	royalties	it	may	earn	when	it	
is	\inally	published	will	come	back	to	St.	Barnabas	to	continue	the	work.	But	more	important	
than	any	monetary	gain,	it	is	my	hope	that	wherever	people	come	in	contact	with	any	of	the	
various	 expressions	 of	 this	 idea,	 their	 lives	will	 be	 blessed,	 and	 that	 the	world	 by	 these	
expressions	will	be	drawn,	if	not	to	Christ,	certainly	nearer	to	his	ideals	of	love,	justice,	and	
peace.	

I	would	like	to	thank	the	many	people	who	helped	in	one	way	or	another	with	the	
writing	 of	 the	 play,	 especially	 Aunt	 Rose,	 Father	 Ken	 Mock	 Yen,	 Rev.	 Ernle	 Gordon,	 Rev.	
Herman	Spence,	and	my	friend	Sheila	Barnett.	Also,	to	Verna	Reckord	for	writing	the	Judas	
Lullaby	heard	in	the	play;	Mrs.	Rowena	Wilkinson,	Mrs.	Minerva	Campbell,	and	Mrs.	Barbara	
Thompson,	my	secretary,	for	all	the	hours	of	typing	and	retyping.		

	
May	God	Bless	You	All.	
	
Peace	and	Love	
EASTON	
	
	

A Note on Staging 
	
he	church	is	the	stage,	and	the	staging	will	depend	on	the	aspects	a	particular	building	

presents.	Balconies,	stalls,	pulpit,	aisles	etc.,	all	add	their	own	peculiarities	to	any	production.	
As	we	start	to	\ill	the	church,	there	are	three	or	four	women	in	costume	(poco	style)	

at	 the	 doors.	 As	 the	 Congregation	 enters,	 they	 hand	 out	 pieces	 of	 palm	 branches,	 ferns,	
\lowers,	and	any	other	decorative	foliage	to	each	person	whom	they	greet.	This	greeting	may	
be	 as	 elaborate	 as	 you	 wish,	 from	 a	 simple	 smile,	 a	 handshake,	 an	 embrace,	 a	 curtsey.	
Whatever,	it	should	be	done	with	style.	

The	congregation	may	be	asked	to	sing	choruses	for	\ive	or	ten	minutes	before	the	
play	starts.	

When	it's	time	to	begin	there	is	a	procession	from	the	rear	of	all	the	characters	except	

T	
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Christ	and	the	Blind	Man,	led	by	the	Narrator	dressed	poco	shepherd	style,	carrying	a	
red	\lag.	The	women	at	the	door	with	tambourines	and	palm	fronds	join	the	procession	to	
the	nave.	

The	four	soldiers	each	carry	a	\lag	representing	the	four	areas	of	con\lict.	The	eagle	to	
represent	 Rome,	 the	 seven-point	 candelabra	 the	 Temple,	 the	 Star	 of	 David	 the	 Jewish	
Kingdom,	and	a	red	Roman	Cross	on	white	background	to	represent	the	Christian	Religion.		

On	arrival	in	the	nave,	the	Characters	go	through	a	series	of	friezes	which	are	previews	
of	the	scenes	to	come.	The	timing	of	the	friezes	is	directed	by	the	Shepherd	who	now	steps	
forward	as	the	players	settle	in	their	\inal	frieze.	
	

Characters 
	

SHEPARD,	narrator	
MISS	BIRDIE	
JUDE,	son	of	MISS	BIRDIE	
MISS	VIE	
ANNAS,	the	old	High	Priest	
CAIPHAS,	High	Priest	and	son-in-law	of	ANNAS		
MOTHER,	Mother	of	JUDAS	
JUDAS	ISCARIOT	
SARAH,	\iancée	of	JUDAS	
BLIND	MAN	
JESUS,	the	CHRIST	
PILATE,	the	Roman	Governor	
HEROD,	the	King	
MARY,	Mother	of	JESUS	
JOHN,	the	young	Disciple	
SOLDIER	1	
SOLDIER	2	
SOLDIER	3	
WOMEN	
DANCING	GIRL	
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Scene 1 
	

SHEPARD:	Well	greetings	and	salutations	beloved	…	it	is	a	great	pleasure	to	be	here	
this	day	…	and	to	welcome	you	all.	
Some	from	far	…	some	from	near	…	some	old,	some	young,	some	tall,	some	
short,	some	fat,	some	meagre	…	some	pretty	and	some	not	so	pretty,	some	
believers	and	some	non-believers	…	some	backsliders	…	but	nevertheless	all	
friends.	
And	all	welcome	in	the	name	of	the	Holy	One	whose	day	we	celebrate.	You	
might	wonder	who	these	are,	here	assembled	…	
Well,	you	will	get	a	chance	to	meet	them	soon.		
All	I	can	say	at	this	time	is	that	they	are	not	all	friends.	
Some	oppose	to	me.	I	know	too,	you	are	wondering	who	I	am.	And	I	know	
some	of	you	have	ideas	as	to	who	I	am.	
Well,	I	am	not	a	poco	Shepherd	though	I	might	dress	like	one.	And	don't	
bother	ask	me	why	I	dress	like	one.	
Because	is	not	everyone	who	dress	like	gentleman	is	a	gentleman.	And	is	not	
everyone	who	dress	like	lady	is	lady.	
In	fact,	as	me	ole	Granny	weh	dead	and	gawn	used	to	say,	“Is	not	everybody	
you	see	have	on	trousis	is	man.”	
So	today	I	am	whatever	you	want	to	call	me.	
I	am	a	storyteller	…	No.	I	am	not	a	liard	…	I	am	the	person	who	can	call	up	
whoever	I	want.	
I	can	jump	from	one	century	into	the	next.	
No,	I	am	not	Bredda	Anancy	neither.	
I	am	the	person	that	will	guide	you	through	this	fantastic	story.	A	story	that	is	
as	old	as	Creation	itself	…	for	the	man	we	talk	about	today	is	just	one	of	those	
who	belong	to	his	particular	age.		
But	he	is	the	symbol	of	all	who	lead.	
For	every	people	in	every	age	everywhere	have	a	peculiar	habit	to	destroy	the	
leaders	of	their	time.	
And	as	you	check	the	story	of	the	man	of	Nazareth	today,	look	into	the	book	of	
your	life	and	see	what	you	see.	
See	if	you	see	any	resemblance.	
For	you	see,	in	a	way,	I	am	your	conscience	too.	I	am	your	imagination.	
And	I	am	a	warner.	But	leave	me	out	a	it	…	for	now	…	you	see	all	those	people	
here	…		
I	have	put	them	into	your	head	…	Like	I	gwine	put	others.		
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So,	we	can	get	rid	of	these	for	the	time	being	…	and	call	them	back	when	we	
want	them.	

[He	waves	his	Klag	and	all	leave	in	procession	except	the	HIGH	PRIESTS	who	sit	in	the	
two	chairs	provided,	and	the	MOTHER	and	SON,	who	remain	in	their	last	frieze.	
SOLDIERS	place	the	banners	at	the	spots	where	the	characters	they	represent	operate	
from.	The	banner	with	the	cross	is	placed	near	or	in	the	pulpit.]		

Oh,	by	the	way,	as	you	come	in	you	get	a	piece	of	bush.	
Is	a	symbol	…	Watch	me	and	I	will	show	you	what	to	do	with	it	later.	
No	lady,	I	am	not	a	obeah	man	…	and	this	is	not	a	balm	yard.	
Just	watch	that	symbol	we	give	you	…	and	watch	the	symbol	of	these.		

[He	indicates	the	group	as	they	EXIT	down	the	aisle	and	the	PRIESTS	and	those	left	in	
the	nave.]		

For	them	is	real	people.	
And	while	you	thinking	about	that	group	of	ancient	people	from	the	Bible,		
We	going	to	start	the	story	right	here	in	Siloah.	Under	a	certain	shop	piazza.	
Not	so	long	ago	…	perhaps	before	some	a	you	born	…	but	time	don't	matter	
today.	
For	the	story	is	the	same	year	in	year	out	…	generation	to	generation.	
This	is	a	timeless	tale.	
And	that	is	the	burden	of	we	civilization.		

[He	waves	his	Klag.	MOTHER	and	SON	come	to	life.	SHEPHERD	sits	in	audience.]	
	
MOTHER:	And	don't	bother	tell	me	no	rubbish	.	.	.	what	you	do	with	all	the	money	you	get	

from	the	coffee?	
	
SON:	Then	me	no	tell	you	ma…	
	
MOTHER:	Tell	me	what?	You	expect	me	to	believe	that	story…whey	yu	no	go	put	down	lie	

and	take	up	thief!	
	
SON:	But	mama	…	
	
MOTHER:	Don't	call	me	no	mother	…	I	don't	want	to	hear	you	call	me	mother	….	
	
SON:	Then	vou	not	me	mother?	
	
MOTHER:	If	you	never	born	a	yard,	I	would	a	swear	that	them	swap	you	a	hospital.	You	old	

good	for	nothing	something.	
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SON:	Mama	believe	me	no	…	I	will	give	yu	back	the	money	and	more	too	…	
	
MOTHER:	Must	be	when	me	dead	…	You	just	like	you	ole	puppa	…	full	a	sweet	mouth	and	

promise,	and	don't	wut	a	ting	…	You	know	what	is	true	…	Just	go	\ine	something	do	
and	leave	out	the	politics	for	a	hit	kill	you	ole	wutless	puppa	and	it	will	be	the	
ruination	of	you.	

	
SON:	But	Mama,	you	know	that	politics	is	the	business	of	the	country.	
	
MOTHER:	And	what	about	your	dead	Father	business	–	you	should	be	looking	after	the	

place	–	seeing	about	the	coffee.	Is	not	many	Father	dead	left	eight	acres	of	land	you	
know.	

	
SON:	Mama	you	know	I	never	like	\ield	work.	You	know	that	is	not	that	I	think	it	degrading	

but	I	just	can't	manage	it.	I	would—		
	
MOTHER:	I	don’t	want	to	hear	another	word	from	you	…	just	go	bring	my	money	come	give	

me.	You	don’t	have	anything	to	worry	bout.	Taxes	\i	pay,	the	house	to	\ix,	and	a	host	
of	other	different	obligations	to	meet	…	So	don't	come	back	in	here	till	you	bring	the	
coffee	money	come	give	me	or	so	help	me	I	gwine	send	police	come	look	\i	you	…	I	
never	know	would	like	to	see	the	day	when	I	have	to	regret	that	a	birth	you.	[Calling	
after	him	as	he	goes	out]:	…	Politics,	politics,	a	must	be	dem	teach	you	\i	make	
promise	for	dats	all	some	a	dem	good	for.	

	
	[He	EXITS.]	
	
From	I	was	born	…	But	you	watch	me	an	him	…	[Second	WOMAN	ENTERS].	
	
WOMAN:	Morning	Miss	Birdie	…	Is	couldn't	Jude	and	you	ketch	up	this	early	morning.	
	
MOTHER:	Morning	Miss	Vie	…	Is	him	same	one,	ma	…	The	bwoy	try	mi	faith	you	see	…	

Tidin.	
	
WOMAN:	But	what	to	do	…	no	you	own	already	…	
	
MOTHER:	You	know	Miss	Vie,	sometime	I	wish	that	a	never	have	him.	Sometime	I	wish	God	

did	teck	him	when	im	was	small.	
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WOMAN:	Ah	mam	…	Ah	know,	but	you	have	to	bear	it.	Is	only	a	woman	who	really	birth	one	
can	know	the	heartache	what	a	mother	go	through	…	For	sometime	them	really	give	
you	a	hard	time.	You	take	Christopher	him	…	Sometime	a	feel	to	just	lick	him	dung.	

	
MOTHER:	Lawd	ma,	Christopher	naw	give	you	no	trouble	…	Him	have	him	trade	and	from	

what	I	see	the	carpenter	work	is	well	up	these	days.	All	Jude	do	from	morning	till	
night	is	chat	bout	politics	and	Social	Justice	and	Brotherhood	–	Oh.	

	
WOMAN:	Every	heart	knows	its	own	sorrows	you	hear	mam.	And	is	not	\i	the	want	a	tongue	

make	cow	no	talk.	Chris	no	talk	too	much	but	him	spend	a	lot	of	time	with	group	
work	and	social	work.	Sometime	I	don't	see	him.	

	
MOTHER:	Ah	mam,	sometime	it	hard	you	know.	
	
WOMAN:	You	just	have	to	pray	yah	mam	…	and	ask	God	\i	give	you	the	faith	to	deal	with	

them	…	young	people	not	like	us.	Them	no	easy.	Them	little,	dem	tangle	you	foot.	
Dem	grow	up,	dem	tangle	you	heart.	

	
MOTHER:	True	mam	…	By	the	way	you	going	to	church	tomorrow?	
	
WOMAN:	I	not	even	sure	you	know	Miss	Birdie	…	I	am	a	little	tired	of	the	same	old	sermon	

every	Good	Friday.	And	tell	you	the	truth,	the	three	hours	long	\i	true.	
	
MOTHER:	I	think	I	will	go	you	know	…	for	me	like	to	hear	the	story	over	again	and	again.	
	
WOMAN:	Is	not	that	me	don't	love	it,	but	some	of	the	preacher	dem	can	sound	so	dull	dem	

really	put	you	to	sleep.	
	
MOTHER:	True	mam	…	but	is	only	once	a	year	…	
	
WOMAN:	Some	of	them	put	you	to	sleep	all	year	round,	especially	in	a	dis	church	yah!!	…	

[Laughs]	
	
MOTHER:	True	…	But	you	know,	seriously,	is	only	when	I	think	how	Mary	the	Mother	of	

Jesus	did	feel	that	I	can	manage	sometime	fe	deal	with	the	Jude	him	…	
	
WOMAN:	Ah	mam	…	But	many	of	us	forget	that	Judas	did	have	a	mother	too.	
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MOTHER:	That	may	be	so	mam,	but	after	him	was	such	a	wicked	wretch.	Him	deserve	to	die	
the	way	him	die	…	

	
WOMAN:	And	what	bout	Jesus	…?	Him	deserve	that?	
	
MOTHER:	No	mam	no	…	But	is	scripture	a	ful\ill	…	Just	the	same	…	How	those	wicked	

people	couldn’t	discern	that	Jesus	did	only	mean	them	good	…	and	them	kill	him.	
	
WOMAN:	No	so	it	go	mam.	Sometime	in	we	hastiness	we	destroy	the	very	leader	that	is	the	

best	thing	for	us.	Tek	right	now	…	but	is	so	human	being	stay	…	We	so	busily	
scandalling	the	leaders	and	people	in	public	life	…	We	only	see	now	…	We	sometime	
don't	look	to	the	future.	

	
MOTHER:	Ah	mam	…	So	it	is	…	So	it	is.		
	
WOMAN:	Well,	I	will	see	you	tomorrow	…	I	will	try	to	make	it.	
	
MOTHER:	Yes	mam,	if	life	spare	…	For	the	gas	and	pain	a	kill	me.	
	
WOMAN:	And	don't	be	too	hard	on	Jude.	After	all,	is	you	own	\lesh	and	blood,	and	him	

young.	
	
MOTHER:	Ah	mam,	sometimes	a	remember	when	him	was	a	little	helpless	something	in	my	

hand,	and	my	heart	grow	full,	and	even	when	him	was	growing	up	him	use	to	
comfort	me	…	but	since	him	take	up	with	all	the	company	and	the	politics	business	I	
can't	stand	him.	Sometimes	is	like	him	is	like	perfect	stranger.	

	
WOMAN:	But	no	mine	…	You	love	him	none	the	less.	
	
MOTHER:	True	mam	…	You	know	a	mother's	tender	care	never	cease	towards	the	child	…	
	
WOMAN:	No	soh	…	Walk	good	til	tomorrow	God	willing	…	
	
MOTHER:	All	right	Miss	Vie	…	Till	tomorrow…		
	
[They	EXIT.]	
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Scene 2 
	
SHEPARD:	For	I	say	unto	you	beloved,	

This	land	is	no	different	from	the	place	in	which	our	leader	and	saviour	was	
born	2000	years	ago—	

The	people	were	human	
They	had	their	problems	
They	had	their	struggles,	they	had	their	prejudices—		
You	all	know	the	story	how	Christ	was	born—	
How	he	started	his	Ministry	in	Canaan	of	Galilee,	
How	there	were	those	who	loved	him.	People	who	followed	
Him.	People	who	worshipped	Him,	
who	would	do	anything	for	Him—	
Because	whatever	He	was,	He	brought	them	hope	
Hope	of	a	deliverance,	from	the	bondage	of	sin—		
From	the	bondage	of	oppression.	Oh	yes,	they	loved		
Him.	Amen.	
Those	he	fed,	those	to	whom	he	gave	back	their	humanity,	
their	dignity	and	pride.	
Oh	yes	beloved,	they	loved	Him,	
But	there	were	those	who	hated	him	–	the	rich	and		
powerful,	those	who	sought	to	enslave	and	to	oppress	the	
poor	–	and	they	plotted	all	manner	of	ways	to	overthrow	Him—	
Oh	yes—	
Chief	among	these	were	the	powerful	Priests	of	the	Temple	
in	Jerusalem.	
	

[He	waves	his	Klag	and	the	PRIESTS	come	to	life.	SHEPARD	sits	in	another	spot	in	the	
audience.]	
	
CAIPHAS:	Well,	my	father	Annas,	have	you	received	the	reports	of	the	informers?	
	
ANNAS:	Oh	yes,	this	Jesus	is	out	to	give	us	trouble	–	no	doubt	about	that.	He	has	been	

running	true	to	form.	Preaching	sedition	and	blasphemy.	
	
CAIPHAS:	And	healing	the	sick.	He	even	claims	to	raise	the	dead—	
	
ANNAS:	Well,	he's	making	all	sorts	of	claims	–	and	dangerous	on	two	counts.	He	claims	to	be	

King	–	so	setting	himself	against	the	lawful	Government.	Herod	will	deal	with	that.	



Easton	Lee	•	The	Rope	and	The	Cross	 	 M+S	1	•	October	2024	|		11	

	
CAIPHAS:	Or	Pilate.	
	
ANNAS:	Exactly	–	but	more	dangerous	are	his	claims	to	be	the	Son	of	God.	
	
CAIPHAS:	No	real	harm	there,	aren't	we	all	Sons	of	God.	
	
ANNAS:	No,	my	son	Caiphas	–	He	claims	to	be	the	chosen	one,	the	Messiah.	Once	he	makes	

that	statement	then	he	is	in	trouble	with	the	Holy	of	Holies	–	violating	the	ancient	
established	religious	laws	of	our	people.	

	
CAIPHAS:	And	as	guardians	of	the	people's	spiritual	well-being,	we	must	take	action.	
	
ANNAS:	There	are	stories	being	spread	by	his	followers	that	he	was	born	to	a	virgin	of	

Nazareth.	
	
CAIPHAS:	Nazareth,	that	stink	hole	–	no	wonder	–	nothing	good	ever	comes	of	that	place.	
	
ANNAS:	Well,	there	is	enough	trouble	there	–	mark	my	words	–	I	am	informed	that	the	

number	of	his	followers	grow	day	by	day.	He	had	with	him	twelve	who	are	his	
specially	chosen	and	in	training.	

	
CAIPHAS:	Presumably	they	will	form	his	council	when	he	is	ready	to	set	up	his	government	

as	soon	as	he	takes	over.	
	
ANNAS:	Well	laugh	at	that	if	you	may,	but	we	must	deal	with	this	upstart,	so	we	have	no	

disruption.	Think	of	the	trouble	–	we	have	enough	dif\iculty	this	year	collecting	our	
taxes.	Give	him	a	chance,	the	next	thing,	the	people	will	refuse	to	pay	all	together.	

	
CAIPHAS:	The	matter	should	be	easy.	We	must	arrest	him,	have	him	tried	and	imprisoned.	
	
ANNAS:	And	make	a	martyr	out	of	an	itinerant	carpenter	–	No	Caiphas	–	it's	not	as	easy	as	

that.	In	a	trial	you	need	witnesses.	We	must	trap	him	–	put	him	in	a	position	to	state	
in	front	of	witnesses	of	unimpeachable	integrity	the	false	claims	he	makes.	

	
CAIPHAS:	But	only	the	leaders	of	the	Sanhedrin	or	the	High	Priests	would	seem	to	be	above	

reproach.	
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ANNAS:	That's	exactly	it.	We	get	him	to	make	these	statements	before	the	Elders	–	before	
the	Sanhedrin.	When	a	lie	is	being	spoken	–	help	the	liar	to	spread	it	–	the	more	to	
hear	it	the	more	to	know	the	truth.	Give	him	access	to	the	Temple	–	invite	him	to	
speak	–	if	he	makes	no	claims	we	have	the	Sanhedrin	question	him	–	I	will	do	so	
myself	if	need	be.	

	
CAIPHAS:	Then	when	he	makes	his	statement	–	we	convict	him	and	condemn	him.	
	
ANNAS:	Precisely.	But	we	must	be	careful.	By	all	accounts	he	is	a	clever	one.	He	might	have	

enough	sense	to	avoid	the	trap;	so,	we	must	leave	no	stone	unturned	–	use	any	
device	–	we	cannot	have	this	mad	man	stirring	up	the	people.	It	will	mean	a	total	
overturn	of	our	society	–	we	have	the	traditions	of	the	Temple	to	protect.	

	
CAIPHAS:	And	if	he	tries	to	evade	us?	Or	what	if	his	followers	retaliate?	
	
ANNAS:	Then	we	get	at	him	–	through	one	of	his	own	–	and	I	know	just	the	man	–	a	young	

patriot,	a	Zealot	–	the	son	of	an	old	patriot,	a	Zealot.	Leave	that	to	me.	Jesus	of	
Nazareth	cannot	escape.	Leave	that	to	me.		

	
CAIPHAS:	How	will	you…	
	
ANNAS:	Never	mind	–	you	know	I	have	my	means.	Leave	that	to	me.	[He	moves	chair	

muttering,	followed	by	CAIPHAS.	They	both	sit.]		
	
	
	
	

Scene 3 
	
JUDAS	enters	pursued	by	his	MOTHER	(It	is	MISS	BIRDIE	and	her	son,	JUDE).	
	
MOTHER:	Judas,	Judas,	how	can	you	be	so	stubborn…	
	
JUDAS:	Mother	listen	to	me	–	for	years	our	people	have	suffered	the	oppression	of	Rome	–	

the	High	Priests	who	are	supposed	to	be	the	guardians	of	the	people	have	either	
fallen	prey	to	Roman	imperialism	domination,	or	to	their	own	greed	and	lust	for	
power	–	Jesus	of	Nazareth	is	the	only	hope	to	mobilize	our	people,	so	that	we	can	rid	



Easton	Lee	•	The	Rope	and	The	Cross	 	 M+S	1	•	October	2024	|		13	

ourselves	of	the	Roman	overlords,	restore	our	Priests	and	Temple	and	the	traditions	
of	our	people	to	their	rightful	position.	

	
MOTHER:	And	what	of	Herod	the	King?	
	
JUDAS:	He	is	no	more	than	a	\igure	head	–	a	tool	of	the	imperialists.	Once	we	have	installed	

Jesus	as	King,	then	we	will	be	able	to	organize	our	people	for	real	independence	and	
serious	development.	

	
MOTHER:	Jesus	as	King.	You	are	born	a	King,	not	made	so	by	decree	or	overthrow.		
	
JUDAS:	Mother	we	must	forget	those	old	ideas	–	Jesus	as	King	of	the	Jews,	is	the	

embodiment	of	spiritual	and	temporal	strength.	You	should	see	how	the	people	
acclaim	him	–	and	when	he	comes	into	Jerusalem	tomorrow,	you	will	see	the	support	
he	has	from	the	masses.	He	will	be	a	great	King,	I	know.	

	
MOTHER:	And	what	about	him	–	is	he	ready	to	take	on	this	great	burden?	
	
JUDAS:	He	seems	a	bit	reluctant.	But	we	will	force	his	hand.	If	he	refuses	tomorrow,	I’ll	try	

the	other	plan.	
	
MOTHER:	What	plan?	
	
JUDAS:	Trust	me	mother…	
	
MOTHER:	Careful	Judas	–	your	father	spent	his	life	trying	to	right	the	wrongs	of	our	time	–	

to	bring	justice	to	our	people.	He	lost	his	life	\ighting,	left	you	my	only	son,	inheriting	
your	father’s	zeal.	I	have	prayed	for	you	to	give	up	the	\ight.	Settle	down	to	your	
scrolls	and	studies,	become	the	great	teacher	you	once	dreamed	of	being.	Help	me	to	
run	the	business	–	take	Sarah	as	your	wife	and	give	me	many	strong	grandsons	to	
love	and	pamper.	When	you	decided	to	follow	Jesus	I	knew	I’d	lost	you.	That	is	why	I	
hate	him.	He	has	stolen	my	son.		

	
JUDAS:	Mother	–	Mother,	listen.	Don’t	hate	him	–	when	he	is	King,	I	will	be	his	Grand	

Treasurer.	You	and	Sarah	will	have	wealth	and	luxury.	And	you	will	have	servants	at	
your	bidding.	I	promise,	you’ll	see.		
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MOTHER:	Judas	–	that	is	a	myth.	No	good	can	come	of	this.	I	want	no	servants	and	luxury,	
only	the	love	that	will	warm	my	heart	when	I	am	grown	old	–	Jesus	has	taken	all	this	
from	me	–	How	can	I	not	despise	him	–	my	son	–	give	up	this	dream	now.	

	
[SARAH	ENTERS]	
	
SARAH:	Judas…	I	didn’t	know	you	had	come.		
	
JUDAS:	Sarah…	
	
SARAH:	Mother…	
	
MOTHER:	Sarah,	my	child,	greetings.	
	
SARAH:	I	\ind	you	well,	I	trust.	
	
MOTHER:	Ah	my	daughter	as	well	as	a	mother	can	be	with	a	son	whose	head	is	full	of	

revolution.	
	
JUDAS:	Mother…	
	
MOTHER:	Let	me	speak.	Sarah	your	Judas	has	his	heart	set	on	making	Jesus	King.	That	to	

me	is	as	absurd	as	it	is	impossible.	You	might	be	able	to	change	his	mind.	I	have	
tried.	I	will	leave	you,	but	I	weep	and	pray	for	you	both.	[She	EXITS.	they	watch	her	
go.]	

	
SARAH:	Surely,	she	is	mistaken	Judas.	
	
JUDAS:	Of	course,	she	is	–	Mother	does	not	understand.	
	
SARAH:	I	know	he’ll	be	King.	
	
JUDAS:	Of	course,	he	will	be.	Tomorrow,	when	he	comes	triumphant	in	Jerusalem,	they	will	

crown	Him	King	–	on	the	steps	of	the	Temple.	Then	all	Jerusalem	and	the	nation	will	
hail	him	King	of	the	Jews.		

	
SARAH:	Oh	Judas,	do	you	really	think	so?	
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JUDAS:	I’m	sure	of	it,	Sarah.	He’s	a	bit	reluctant	–	but	I	have	my	means…	if	he	refuses	
tomorrow,	then	I	have	a	plan.	

	
SARAH:	What	is	that	plan?	
	
JUDAS:	Sorry	my	love.	I	can't	tell	you	yet.	I	hope	I	don't	have	to	use	it	–	and	if	I	don't	need	it,	

then	no	one	should	ever	know	what	that	plan	might	have	been	
	
SARAH:	Oh	Judas	–	you	frighten	me.	I've	never	seen	you	look	like	that.	
	
JUDAS:	Not	to	worry	my	love.	Trust	me	–	as	soon	as	he	is	crowned,	then	we'll	have	the	

biggest	wedding	you’ve	ever	seen.	The	\inest	silks	from	Persia	for	your	dress	and	
hangings	and	jewels	from	the	Orient.	Nothing	too	costly	for	you,	my	love.	

	
SARAH:	Oh	Judas	–	I	love	you	so.	
	
JUDAS:	And	we'll	have	a	villa	in	the	hills	with	chariots	and	horses	to	take	us	around,	

servants	and	luxuries	too	numerous	to	mention.	
	
SARAH:	Can	I	have	peacocks	in	the	garden?	
	
JUDAS:	And	as	many	as	you	wish.	Peacocks	and	pheasants,	and	an	aviary	full	of	all	the	exotic	

birds	you	fancy.	You'll	be	like	a	queen,	and	not	even	Caesar's	wife	will	be	able	to	rival	
your	wealth	and	style.	

	
SARAH:	Oh	Judas,	you	make	me	so	happy.	
	
JUDAS:	I	must	go	now,	my	love	–	to	prepare	for	the	King.	
	
SARAH:	Where	are	you	off	to?	
	
JUDAS:	To	the	High	Priest	at	the	Temple.	He	must	be	told	the	King	comes	into	Jerusalem.	I	

must	bid	him	prepare—	
	
SARAH:	Please	be	careful.	Old	Annas	is	a	traitorous	one.	
	
JUDAS:	Not	to	worry	my	love	–	I	can	play	the	game	as	well.	
	
SARAH:	Judas	please—	
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JUDAS	[He	places	his	Kinger	over	his	lips]:	Say	no	more	…	you	can	start	preparations	for	our	

wedding.	
	

SARAH:	Mother	has	already	engaged	old	Ezra,	to	take	care	of	the	feast.	It	will	be	
grand,	and	I'm	so	happy	my	love.	

	
JUDAS:	So	am	I.	Farewell	my	love.	I'll	be	back	soon.	
	
SARAH:	Farewell	my	love.	[Sings	softly	to	herself.]	
	
[JUDAS	EXITS.	Assumes	a	frieze.	ANNAS	joins	him	in	the	frieze.	Music	to	suggest	Temple.	Hold	
for	a	few	seconds,	then	they	come	to	life.]	
	
	
	
	

Scene 4 
	
ANNAS:	Judas	Iscariot	–	I've	heard	of	you.	You	requested	an	audience.	What	is	your	

business?	
	
JUDAS:	Father	Annas.	I	seek	your	advice	on	a	matter	–	of	which	I'm	sure	you	are	acquainted	

–	I	speak	of	Jesus	of	Nazareth.	
	
ANNAS:	Yes,	I’ve	heard	of	Him	
	
JUDAS:	I	know	you	have	–	I	think	you	should	know	that	he	claims	to	be	the	Messiah	–	and	

that	he	intends	to	take	over	the	throne	of	Israel.	
	
ANNAS:	Interesting	–	I've	heard	that	too.	Our	people	have	long	waited	for	the	Messiah	–	that	

has	been	the	hope	of	our	people.	But	how	do	you	know	he's	the	true	Messiah?	
	
JUDAS:	All	the	conditions	are	right.	Born	in	Bethlehem	–	of	the	House	of	David,	of	a	Virgin,	

among	other	things	ful\illing	the	ancient	prophesies.	And	certainly,	his	work	among	
the	people	–	healing	the	sick,	giving	sight	to	the	blind,	raising	the	dead	even	more	
than	once.	
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ANNAS:	Interesting	–	then	he	must	be	powerful.	Maybe	just	what	we	need	to	get	rid	of	the	

Romans.	
	
JUDAS:	I	am	so	convinced.	He	is	the	hope	of	our	Nation.		
	
ANNAS:	How	are	you	so	sure	of	all	this?	
	
JUDAS:	I	have	followed	him	these	past	months.	Matter	of	fact,	I	am	one	of	his	chosen	twelve.	

I	am	the	treasurer	of	the	group,	so	to	speak.	
	
ANNAS:	Is	that	why	you	advance	his	cause	or	are	there	other	reasons?	
	
JUDAS:	Father	Annas,	I	am,	\irst	of	all,	a	patriot,	a	Zealot	like	my	father	before	me.	I	need	not	

remind	you	of	our	part	in	the	\ight	over	the	years	to	rid	our	country	of	oppression	by	
imperialist	Rome	and	other	foreigners.	My	father	died	in	the	\ight.	And	I	have	vowed	
to	continue	the	struggle.	I	will	do	anything,	give	my	life	even.	Our	nation	must	be	
freed.	

	
ANNAS:	Well	spoken,	well	spoken	–	what	will	you	have	us	to	do?	
	
JUDAS:	If	the	Temple	joins	forces	with	Jesus,	then	I	am	sure	we	will	be	strong	enough	to	rid	

us	of	Rome.	He	has	many	followers.	
	
ANNAS:	But	to	invoke	the	might	of	the	Roman	Empire	–	the	Roman	Army…	
	
JUDAS:	We	can	do	it	father	Annas.	With	his	followers	and	the	might	of	the	Temple,	Rome	

would	be	easily	defeated.	Join	forces	with	Jesus	and	watch	the	Roman	Empire	fall.	
The	mood	of	the	people	is	right.	I	have	convinced	him	he	must	come	to	Jerusalem.	

	
ANNAS:	And	has	he	agreed?	
	
JUDAS:	He	certainly	has,	and	I	think	he	knows	he	is	expected…		
	
ANNAS:	Yess	–	yess	–	and	we	must	prepare	for	him.	
	
JUDAS:	That's	exactly	why	I	came	–	he	arrives	in	Jerusalem	tomorrow.	It	would	be	to	our	

advantage	to	welcome	him.	
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ANNAS:	That	would	be	perhaps	a	bit	too	obvious.	We	would	risk	offending	Rome	–	no,	we	
must	pretend	to	be	against	him	…	lead	Rome	to	believe	we	will	never	accept	him	–	at	
the	same	time	create	the	climate	for	him	to	make	his	impact	in	Jerusalem,	and	when	
the	stage	is	set,	give	him	his	rightful	due.	

	
JUDAS:	How	can	we	do	this	–	the	Roman	Governor	is	a	clever	politician.	
	
ANNAS:	There	is	clever	and	clever,	and	he	may	be	clever	but	inexperienced.	Yes,	I	think	I	

know	what	we	will	do	–	let	Jesus	speak	to	the	Elders	in	the	Temple.	As	a	teacher	of	
some	repute,	he	could	be	permitted	to	address	the	Temple	Assembly,	then	the	Elders	
will	have	a	chance	to	question	him	and	verify	what	we	already	know	–	that	way	no	
one	can	doubt	our	sincerity	at	the	outcome.		

	
JUDAS:	You	are	clever,	Father	Annas.	
	
ANNAS:	I	myself	will	question	him	–	see	what	he	says,	then	get	the	people	to	voice	their	

desire	and	Rome	will	have	to	accede	to	their	demands.	Once	the	people	have	spoken	
and	have	made	their	choice,	that	will	be	the	deciding	factor.	We	will	act	according	to	
the	expressed	will	of	the	people,	given	directly	to	the	Roman	Governor.	

	
JUDAS:	Then	there	can	be	no	question	of	his	authority.	
	
ANNAS:	You	say	he	comes	tomorrow.	We	rely	on	you	to	see	that	he	comes	to	the	Temple	

directly	–	bring	him	to	the	Temple.	Then	leave	everything	to	us	–we	will	talk	further	
–	you	have	served	your	country	well.	You	will	be	handsomely	and	justly	rewarded	
Judas	my	friend	–	go	now.	

	
JUDAS:	Goodnight,	Father	Annas,	tomorrow	will	see	the	salvation	of	our	people	and	our	

nation.	
	
ANNAS:	Indeed.	Indeed.	Goodnight	my	son	[as	JUDAS	goes].	You	poor	stupid	young	fool,	still	

wet	behind	the	ears.	King	of	the	Jews	…	that	should	amuse	Pilate	…	Ha-ha.	
	
[He	EXITS.]	
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Scene 5 
	
SHEPARD	comes	forward	and	has	now	exchanged	his	red	Klag	for	a	plain	stick.	
	
SHEPARD:	Oh	yes	…	Oh	yes,	the	trap	is	set	and	once	more	the	bait	is	laid,	for	the	Son		

of	man	
And	the	son	of	woman	at	the	same	time.		
And	once	more	the	clever	fox	succeeds	to	get	a	front	man	to	do	the	dirty	work	
…	and	the	poor	people	are	led	to	believe	what	the	power-hungry	want	them	
to	believe.	
Like	every	time	in	every	age.	
It	is	the	poor	that	always	suffer	…	
And	in	every	age	when	the	deliverer	appear,	when	the	privileged	recognise	
the	true	leader	of	the	people,	
They	plot	and	scheme	to	destroy	him.	
And	the	poor	is	always	used	for	their	dirty	work.	
While	two	bulls	\ight	the	grass	is	trampled.	
While	the	\ight	for	power	goes	on	while	the	hand-set	taking	place…		
It	is	the	children	of	the	poor	who	go	to	their	make-shift	bed…	
Hungry	and	unwashed.	
And	the	sick	and	the	indigent	go	unattended.	
Oh	…	Children	of	Israel	it	is	for	you	that	the	world	holds	its	head	bowed	by	
sorrow	or	by	prayer	…	as	you	stumble	about	in	the	darkness	of	ignorance	of	
your	condition.	

	
[BLIND	MAN	ENTERS]	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Pity	the	poor	blind	…	pity	the	poor	blind	…	alms	for	the	love	of	Jehovah	…	pity	

the	poor	blind.	
	
SHEPARD:	Blind	man	in	your	darkness	…	how	long	have	you	been	without	sight?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Since	I	was	born,	and	I	have	been	living	for	almost	fourscore	years	…	but	who	

is	it	who	asks?	
	
SHEPARD:	The	voice	that	has	no	name	…	that	sits	in	each	man's	brain.		
	
BLIND	MAN:	Oh	sir	…	take	pity	on	me	and	give	me	alms…	
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SHEPARD:	Is	it	all	you	ask,	Blind	Man?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Oh	sir,	what	I	really	seek	might	not	be	mentioned	…	for	the	likes	of	you	would	

laugh	me	to	scorn…	
	
SHEPARD:	Speak	Blind	Man	…	what	would	you	most	have	…	your	sight	…	no	doubt.	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Oh,	I	have	seen	enough	without	my	sight.	Enough	to	make	a	heart	despair	…	
	
SHEPARD:	For	what	do	you	look	then?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	I	look	for	good	but	see	only	danger	and	evil.	
	
SHEPARD:	Then	what	is	it	you	seek?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Tell	me	sir,	is	it	true	that	the	Son	of	God	promised	for	our	deliverance	comes	

this	way	soon.		
	
SHEPARD:	You	speak	true.	How	did	you	know?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	I	hear	much	sitting	by	the	gate	here	…	you	would	be	surprised,	but	there	are	

those	who	would	think	that	to	be	blind	is	to	be	deaf	…	also	…	so	they	speak	not	
knowing	or	caring	that	the	blind	eyes	sharpen	the	ears.	

	
SHEPARD:	True,	true	…	the	promised	Son	rides	to	Glory	this	way	today.		
	
BLIND	MAN:	Then	he	rides	to	his	destiny.	
	
SHEPARD:	They	say	he	will	be	made	a	King	today	when	he	comes.	
	
BLIND	MAN:	I	do	not	know	that	…	but	I	know	what	they	will	make	of	Him	…	You	must	warn	

Him	…	O	Sir	you	must.	
	
SHEPARD:	You	cannot	tell	the	river	where	to	\low	…	or	the	waves	of	the	tide	on	what	shore	

to	beat	…	or	the	sun	when	to	rise	and	set…	
		
BLIND	MAN:	But	he	rides	to	his	doom	…	as	a	lion	rushes	to	a	trap	set	by	those	weaker	than	

himself	–	I	know	it.	I	feel	it.	I	see	it.	
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SHEPARD:	Come	Blind	Man	tell	me	what	you	see.	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Here	give	me	your	stick.	[He	takes	the	SHEPARD’s	stick	and	proceeds	to	make	a	

cross,	tied	together	by	a	cord	or	strip	of	cloth	from	his	waist.	His	own	stick	is	the	other	
half	of	the	cross.]	I	have	lived	with	it	these	many	years	…	felt	it	growing	in	my	brain,	
felt	it	pounding	in	my	head	pounding	like	a	thousand	waves	beating	on	the	rocky	
shore	…	day	after	day,	night	after	sleepless	night.	And	I	have	no	peace.	[He	completes	
the	cross	and	holds	it	aloft.]	This	is	multiplied	three	times	on	the	hill	outside	the	city,	
and	the	hope	of	Israel	hangs	like	a	limp	rag	in	the	wind	of	treachery	on	the	one	in	the	
middle.	

	
SHEPARD:	Then	what	will	you	do	Blind	Man	when	your	hopes	are	so	stricken?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Ah	…	that	is	the	secret	of	the	ages	my	friend	…	Then	I	shall	see	the	Glory	of	

God.	
	
SHEPARD:	What	Glory	is	there	in	the	slaying	of	your	God	King	…	Ending	his	life?	
	
BLIND	MAN:	In	his	end	is	his	beginning.	
	
SHEPARD:	What	beginnings	can	you	see	in	death?	
	

BLIND	MAN:	For	him	who	believes	there	is	no	death	…		
	
SHEPARD:	But	the	end	of	life	is	death.	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Morning	comes	after	a	night	of	darkness	and	weeping,	joy	after	sorrow	and	

pain	…	for	God	shall	wipe	away	all	tears	from	our	eyes.	The	son	of	man	is	glori\ied	…	
and	then	ah,	then	…	it	will	be	time	for	me	to	give	up	this	world	and	all	its	misery	and	
inherit	my	father's	Kingdom	…	where	there	shall	be	no	more	pain	…	no	more	hunger	
…	no	more	weeping	no	more	care.	[He	sings	and	moves	towards	the	steps	leading	to	
the	nave	where	he	sits.]	

	
SHEPARD:	Now	the	time	draws	near	…	and	the	season	is	ful\illed.	

Now	the	Son	returns	to	his	Father's	house.	
But	there	are	no	mansions	here	prepared	for	the	Prince.		
But	that	is	another	story.	
No	chamber	prepared	for	the	Bridegroom,	but	that	too	is	another	story	…	
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But	you	in	your	time	are	witnesses	and	participants	in	the	unfolding	of	a	plot	
and	counterplot.	

And	you	can	choose	what	you	do.	
You	can	sit	by	and	fold	your	hands	and	watch	history	pass	you	by	and	be	safe,	

if	irrelevant,	or	take	up	the	green	branch	that	welcomes	the	King.	
Or	the	sword	and	stave	that	\ights	for	His	Kingdom.	
Or	the	thorn	bush	to	make	the	torturing	crown	for	his	kingly	head.	
I	choose	the	welcoming	branches	and	entreat	you	to	follow	suit	
And	shout	the	loud	Hosannas	that	hail	Kings	down	the	ages.		
Shout	Hosanna	–	[He	urges	the	audience.]	
Hosanna	–	Hosanna	–	blessed	is	He—	

	
[At	this	he	shouts	Hosanna	…	The	Congregation	is	urged	to	do	the	same	waving	branches	…	
and	when	this	is	sufKiciently	worked	up	…	JESUS	ENTERS	from	the	…	main	door	…	followed	by	
…	JUDAS	…	he	is	led	by	the	women	with	tambourines.	The	BLIND	MAN	calls	out	…]	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Jesus	Son	of	David	have	mercy	upon	me	…	Have	mercy	on	me	…		
	
[JESUS	stops	…	does	not	speak	…	places	both	hands	on	the	BLIND	MAN’s	head	he	appears	to	be	
praying	…	Touches	his	hands	to	his	mouth	…	pats	the	man's	eyes	…	The	man's	sight	is	
restored…]	
	
BLIND	MAN:	I	can	see	…	I	can	see	…	Hosanna	to	the	Son	of	David	…	Glory	to	Jehovah	God	…	I	

can	see	…	Come	my	friends	shout	the	loud	Hosannas	with	me	…	For	I	was	blind	from	
birth	…	and	now	I	am	released	from	the	bondage	of	blindness	…	Glory	to	God	…	
shout	Hosanna	to	the	Son	of	David	…	Blessed	is	He	who	comes	in	the	name	of	the	
Lord	…	Hosanna	–	Hosanna	–	Glory	to	God.	Hear	now	the	Lord's	anointed	one.	

	
[CHRIST	by	this	has	reached	the	pulpit	and	looks	around	then	he	begins	his	sermon.]	
	
JESUS:	I	speak	to	you	with	the	authority	of	the	Lord	Almighty	–	for	he	has	given	me	

the	power	not	only	to	preach	the	good	news	of	deliverance	to	the	poor,	but	
also	to	heal	the	sick	and	to	liberate	all	those	who	are	bruised	and	battered	
and	oppressed	and	enslaved.		
My	Father	the	Lord	God	has	sent	me	his	son,	to	do	this	work,	because	of	the	
sinfulness	and	wickedness	of	the	world...	And	those	he	sent	before	have	been	
badly	treated,	some	have	been	murdered.	
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But	the	Father	is	merciful,	and	even	though	the	wickedness	and	corruption	of	
the	people	and	their	Leaders	grew	and	multiply,	he	was	willing	to	forgive	and	
start	anew,	
To	establish	his	Kingdom	of	righteousness	and	justice,	and	peace.	But	you	
continue	in	your	sinful	ways	so	His	judgement	shall	be	visited	upon	your	sins.	
I	speak	of	the	sins	of	the	wicked,	who	are	forever	using	the	power	of	their	
position,	to	in\lict	hardship	on	the	poor,	the	fatherless,	the	widows.	
These	people,	vile	oppressors,	are	the	very	ones	who	go	about	in	\ine	robes,	
eating	the	best,	living	in	\ine	residences,	while	the	poor	and	their	children	go	
begging	and	naked,	hungry.	They	pretend	to	have	the	interest	of	the	poor	at	
heart,	yet	they	make	all	sorts	of	rules	and	regulations	and	set	up	systems	to	
keep	them	in	poverty,	from	generation	to	generation.	
Yet	they	talk	glibly	about	the	work	of	God—	
Hypocrites	–	that’s	what	you	are.	
The	God	of	Israel	is	a	God	of	truth.	And	you	have	done	terrible	and	wicked	
things,	pretending	to	be	acting	in	the	name	of	God.	You	have	de\iled	God's	
Holy	Laws,	you	set	up	systems	which	prevent	God's	children	from	entering	
His	Kingdom.	You	insist	on	offerings	because	they	\ill	your	store	houses,	
that's	why	you	regard	these	offerings	as	more	important	than	the	Altar	of	God	
on	which	they	are	presented.	
The	show	is	more	important	than	the	purity	of	your	hearts	–	\ine	clothes	and	
fancy	exterior,	with	hearts	full	of	wickedness,	iniquity,	and	greed	–	you	are	
nothing	but	whitewashed	tombs	which	look	\ine	and	beautiful	on	the	outside	
but	with	decaying	corpses	in	the	inside	–	and	you	spread	lies	and	false	
rumours,	scandalize	your	sisters,	shake	your	brother's	hand,	and	smile,	and	
stab	him	in	the	back.	
You	lie	and	cheat	when	you	have	dealings	with	one	another	and	come	before	
God's	altar	with	your	heart	in	your	hands,	and	expect	God	to	bless	you.	
Look	at	the	Temple	of	God.	
A	House	of	prayer	and	praise	to	God,	yet	you	have	made	it	into	a	den	of	
thieves	and	racketeers.	
But	hear	my	words,	listen	carefully,	I	tell	you	not	one	single	stone	shall	be	left	
on	top	of	the	other	in	this	place.	Every	one	of	them	shall	be	thrown	down.	
Oh,	you	Priests	and	blind	leaders	–	you	who	are	responsible	for	the	spiritual	
leadership	of	the	people	–	you	have	deceived	them	–	you	don't	practice	what	
you	preach	–	you	preach	humility,	yet	you	love,	honour	and	delight	in	
Homage.	
You	like	to	be	addressed	as	teacher,	leader	–	but	you	have	failed	to	give	the	
true	teaching	and	leadership.	You	are	sel\ish	–	hypocrites	and	vile	de\ilers	of	
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God's	Holy	Law	–	but	the	Son	of	God	shall	war	on	your	power	and	privilege,	
your	exploitation	of	the	poor,	and	put	an	end	to	their	misery	and	oppression.	
I	will	wage	a	\ierce	war	on	all	injustice	in	high	or	low	quarters.	
You	are	mistaken	if	you	think	I	came	to	bring	peace	to	the	world.	I	came	to	set	
the	earth	on	\ire.	
I	came	to	bring	divisions—	
Fathers	against	sons,	and	sons	against	fathers;	daughter	against	their	
mothers	and	mothers	against	their	daughters.	There	will	be	no	peace	unless	
there	is	justice.	And	even	so	not	peace	as	you	know	it,	calm	and	without	
disturbance,		
Where	injustice	is	accepted	as	normal,	a	way	of	life—	There	must	be	justice,	
for	all,	equality	before	the	sight	of	God.	
Then	and	only	then	will	I	give	you	my	peace,	the	peace	that	is	beyond	your	
understanding.	
How	strange,	how	strange,	you	can	look	at	the	clouds	and	know	it	is	going	to	
rain,	predict	the	weather.	
But	you	do	not	know	the	meaning	of	these	times.	
But	you	are	hearing	strange	rumours,	in	these	times—	
People	\ill	your	ears	with	all	manner	of	stories	in	these	times—		
People	are	afraid	for	their	own	sins	in	these	times	and	for	their	own	ends	
spread	fear	and	panic	among	the	simple	people,	using	people	for	their	own	
purposes—	
But	hear	me	well,	God	has	sent	me	to	establish	His	Kingdom	of	justice	and	
righteousness,	and	those	who	hear	His	word	and	follow	me	will	be	saved,	
there	is	no	other	way.	
No	one	can	inherit	the	Father's	Kingdom	except	through	me—	
I	am	the	truth,	the	light,	the	way	to	life	everlasting.	And	if	you	do	not	heed	my	
warning	and	change	your	ways,	you	will	die	forever.	
I	know	there	are	those	who	plot	against	my	life.	I	know	even	now	that	there	
are	those	who	do	not	like	what	I	stand	for,	who	are	consorting	with	their	
accomplices	to	destroy	me.	Oh	yes.	But	you	make	a	mistake	because	you	
cannot	destroy	truth.	
You	cannot	touch	the	Glory	of	my	Father's	Kingdom.	
My	Kingdom.	You	cannot.	You	may	destroy	this	body	but	in	three	days	I'll	
rebuild	it	anew.	
Destroy	His	body,	and	in	three	days	I'll	rise	again.	
Heed	my	warning	and	come	with	me.	I	will	lead	you	to	God's	Kingdom.	The	
Kingdom	of	the	righteous	and	the	just.	
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Scene 6 
	
ANNAS:	Just	as	I	thought,	Caiphas…this	man	must	be	mad.	
	
CAIPHAS:	Or	else	he	is	really	the	Messiah.	
	
ANNAS:	Don't	talk	rubbish.	He's	an	imposter	and	dangerous.		
	
CAIPHAS:	Indeed,	my	father	Annas.	The	people	acclaim	him	King.	
	
ANNAS:	That	must	not	be.	He	will	make	only	trouble	for	us	all,	and	who	knows	where	this	

may	end.	Next,	he'll	be	telling	the	people	that	they	are	equals	with	the	priests	and	
that	they	have	as	much	rights	as	the	Priests	and	Leaders.	

	
CAIPHAS:	Yes,	we'll	have	to	get	rid	of	him.	We	could	have	him	sent	under	guard	to	his	home	

in	Nazareth,	have	him	con\ined	there,	restrict	his	movements.	
	
ANNAS:	You	were	always	so	soft	and	stupid.	No	that	will	not	do.	We	must	stamp	him	out	

once	and	for	ever.	Send	him	to	Nazareth,	and	in	a	month,	he	is	back	stronger	than	
ever.	We	cannot	ignore	how	popular	he	has	become	and	is	clearly	a	major	political	
force	bent	on	changing	the	society.	He	must	not	be	allowed	to	do	that.	He	must	be	
destroyed.	As	we	did	to	the	other	madman	John	called	The	Baptist,	so	we	will	do	this	
one	and	as	many	as	come	threatening	the	society	with	all	their	fancy	talk	of	social	
justice	and	equality.	We	will	have	him	arrested…try	him	before	the	Sanhedrin	and	
demand	nothing	short	of	the	death	sentence.	

	
CAIPHAS:	Death…but	we	will	need	witnesses.	
	
ANNAS:	That	is	easy	enough	for	you.	You	have	managed	that	before.	Get	the	regular	set	of	

your	professional	witnesses.	Rouse	up	the	people.	Tell	them	anything	you	like,	but	
set	them	against	this	man.	Rumours	\ly	like	bats	in	the	dark.	Get	them	to	smear	his	
character,	accuse	him	of	treason	and	corruption,	invent	some	stories,	and	stop	at	
nothing.	Pay	them	more	than	the	usual.	We	must	have	him	condemned	at	all	costs.	
No	expense	must	be	spared.	

	
CAIPHAS:	Is	this	really	necessary	for	a	humble	carpenter?	
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ANNAS:	How	little	you	know	of	the	political	arena	my	son	Caiphas.	He	is	dangerous,	and	
must	be	destroyed	before	he	destroys	us.	Crush	the	egg,	you	hatch	no	chicken.	We	
must	move	quickly.	It	must	be	over	before	the	Passover.	

	
CAIPHAS:	But	in	trying	to	destroy	this	one	man,	we	endanger	the	whole	nation.	We	risk	the	

entire	population.	
	
ANNAS:	That	matters	little	now.	If	I	do	not	get	rid	of	him,	his	strength	will	grow.	And	we	will	

then	have	his	followers	to	reckon	with.	Smite	the	shepherd	and	the	sheep	scatter.	
That’s	why	we	must	move	now.	If	we	wait	there	will	be	more	of	his	followers	to	
contend	with.	

	
CAIPHAS:	I	still	think	it	is	too	risky	to	endanger	the	Nation	for	the	sake	of	one	man.	
	
ANNAS:	But	if	we	succeed,	one	man	will	have	died	to	save	the	entire	nation.	Think	of	it.	
	
CAIPHAS:	But	even	if	we	sentence	him	having	found	him	guilty.	Pilate	will	have	to	ratify	the	

death	sentence.	
	
ANNAS:	Once	we	have	decided	in	the	Sanhedrin,	then	Pilate	must	comply.	This	man	claims	

to	be	King,	and	Caesar	will	have	Pilate's	head	if	he	allows	this	claim	to	go	
unpunished.	If	Pilate	knows	what's	good	for	him	then	he	will	not	hesitate	to	
condemn	Jesus	of	Nazareth	to	death.	

	
CAIPHAS:	First	we	must	arrest	him.	But	with	the	huge	crowd	following	Him,	that	will	be	a	

dif\icult	task.	
	
ANNAS:	I	have	someone	waiting	who	has	offered	his	help.	He	has	his	own	axe	to	grind,	but	

he	will	serve	our	purposes	well.	
	
CAIPHAS:	Who	is	that?	
	
ANNAS:	One	of	his	own	disillusioned	brood…and	of	whom	I	spoke	earlier.	Judas!!	
	
CAIPHAS:	Judas?	The	keeper	of	the	purse?	
	
ANNAS:	And	a	disgruntled	frustrated	Zealot.	He	would	like	to	see	Jesus	crowned	King.	I	

have	led	him	to	believe	that	we	support	the	move.	He	is	greedy	for	money,	and	he	
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lusts	after	power	–	a	young	hothead.	I	have	spent	many	hours	discussing	the	matter	
with	him,	I	think	he	is	ready	to	listen	to	the	advice	of	his	elders.	

	
CAIPHAS:	You	never	cease	to	amaze	me	with	your	cleverness…	
	
ANNAS:	And	you	should	be	grateful.	Now	call	him	in.	He	awaits	our	summons.	
	
CAIPHAS:	Send	in	Judas	Iscariot.	
	
[JUDAS	ENTERS]	
	
JUDAS:	My	Lord	Caiphas	–	my	Lord	Annas.	
	
CAIPHAS:	Well,	my	friend	Judas,	have	you	thought	about	it?		
	
JUDAS:	Well,	I	don't	know.	
	
ANNAS:	Come	now	Judas,	we	have	spent	many	hours	talking.	The	plan	is	set.	We	arrest	him	

and	force	his	hand	
	
JUDAS:	I…	I…	
	
CAIPHAS:	Think	of	the	great	part	you	will	play	in	the	history	of	your	people.	The	world	will	

not	be	able	to	forget	your	name,	Judas.	
	
JUDAS:	I	want	to	see	him	crowned	King…	
	
ANNAS:	We	all	do.	Come	Judas,	we	have	very	little	time.	We	must	move	now,	before	Rome	

learns	of	our	scheme	and	tries	to	stop	us.	
	
JUDAS:	What	shall	I	do?	
	
ANNAS:	Just	point	him	out	to	the	Temple	guards,	that's	all.	We	have	all	the	documents.	

Everything	is	ready.	
	
CAIPHAS:	Tell	us	where	he	is.	We	will	send	the	soldiers	and	guards.	Point	him	out,	and	then	

leave	the	rest	to	us.	
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ANNAS:	You'll	be	greatly	rewarded.	After	everything	is	over,	you'll	be	rich	and	in\luential.	
Think	of	all	the	things	you	could	do	with	all	that	money	and	power,	Judas.	

	
CAIPHAS:	You	could	continue	as	Grand	Treasurer.	
	
ANNAS:	That's	right,	that	would	be	the	right	position	for	you,	and	you	would	have	all	that	

money	at	your	command.	Think	of	the	power	Judas…	
	
CAIPHAS:	Think	of	it,	Judas…	
	
ANNAS:	Think	of	the	money,	Judas…		
	
CAIPHAS:	The	power	Judas…	
	
ANNAS:	The	money	Judas…	
	
CAIPHAS:	The	power	Judas…	
	
ANNAS:	The	money…	
	
JUDAS:	Then	it	is	settled.	Have	the	soldiers	wait	outside	the	North	gate…	an	hour	after	

midnight	I’ll	be	there	to	lead	you	to	him.	One	condition	only	–	no	harm	must	come	to	
him.	

	
ANNAS:	Agreed.	I'll	see	to	that	personally.	
	
CAIPHAS:	The	soldiers	will	meet	you	Judas.	Your	name	will	go	down	in	history.	Good	night,	

friend.	
	
[JUDAS	EXITS]	
	
ANNAS:	Fool.	To	think	we	would	make	that	silly	Galilean	carpenter	King.	Now	we	must	

move	quickly.	You	arrange	for	the	witnesses.	Bring	them	here	for	their	instructions.	
Nothing	must	go	wrong.	This	upstart	will	be	wiped	out	forever	and	our	ancient	way	
of	life	preserved	in	its	purity	for	all	generations	to	come.	

	
CAIPHAS:	And	what	of	Judas	after	it	is	\inished.	
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ANNAS:	When	he	\inds	out	what	our	real	plan	is,	it	will	be	too	late	for	him	to	do	anything	
about	it.	And	if	he	tries	any	tricks,	he'll	go	the	way	of	all	\lesh.	When	these	upstarts	
play	at	the	political	game,	they	must	know	they	are	out	of	their	depth	and	must	bear	
the	consequences.	Stupid…	stupid	fool…	a	mere	boy	playing	a	man’s	game.	Come	
there	is	much	to	do.	

	
	
	
	

Scene 7 
	
CHRIST	is	troubled…	He	walks	in	the	garden	and	prays…	
	
JESUS:	Father	the	hour	has	come,	

Give	glory	to	your	son,	
So	that	your	son	may	give	glory	to	you.	
You	gave	me	authority	over	all	mankind,	
So	that	I	might	give	the	gift	of	eternal	life	to	all	your	children.		
I	have	\inished	the	work	you	gave	me	to	do,	
I	have	shown	your	glory	on	earth		
I	have	made	you	known	to	the	earth	
I	have	given	the	message	that	you	gave	me	
And	I	pray	for	those	who	have	received	
And	believed	the	message	of	your	love.	
While	I	was	here	on	earth	with	your	chosen	ones		
I	protected	them.	
Now	that	I	am	coming	to	you,	
I	ask	you	to	keep	them	in	
Your	care	as	you	did	your	own	begotten	son.	
	

[He	walks	to	the	cross	aisle	and	kneels…]	
	

JESUS:	Father	in	Heaven	
Your	name	is	forever	holy	
Give	me	strength	to	bear	the	suffering	you	have	set	me.		
You	have	given	me	an	awful	responsibility,	
And	I	am	weak	and	frail	in	body	and	in	faith.	
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If	it	is	possible	Father,	take	away	this	responsibility.	
It	is	a	heavy	burden.	
Yet	if	there	is	no	other	way	to	come	to	you,	
Then	I	submit	to	your	will.	
Whatever	you	ordain	Father,	not	what	I	desire.	
I	only	pray	for	the	strength	and	courage	to	do	what	you	have	commanded.	
Take	from	me	my	God	and	Father	all	thoughts	of	sel\ishness	and	personal	
desires.	Your	desires	Father…	not	mine.	
And	use	me	for	your	purpose	and	your	will,	
And	Father,	give	us	all	peace	
For	you	alone	are	powerful,	
To	you	belong	the	power	and	Glory	forever…	
AND	EVER…	Amen…	Amen…	

	
[As	soon	as	he	Kinished	speaking	…	He	bows	his	head].	
	
[MUSIC:	SFX	—	TAMBOURINES.]		
	
[JUDAS	comes	across,	watches	for	a	moment.	Moves	over	to	CHRIST	still	kneeling.	He	helps	him	

to	rise.	Kisses	him	…]	
	
JUDAS:	Master…	
	
JESUS:	Say	no	more	Judas…	I	know	this	would	happen	long	before	you	thought	of	betraying	

me…	with	a	kiss…	
	
[TWO	SOLDIERS	come	forward	and	bind	him	symbolically	with	the	white	cloth…	while	this	is	

being	done	CAIPHAS	and	ANNAS	come	forward.	CHRIST	is	made	to	face	them.]	
	
CAIPHAS:	Jesus	of	Nazareth	…	You	are	charged	with	inciting	the	people	to	riot,	by	claiming	

to	be	King	and	to	be	the	Messiah	of	the	people	of	Israel.	What	do	you	have	to	say	
about	these	charges?	

	
JESUS:	I	have	always	spoken	openly	to	everyone…	All	my	teaching	was	done	in	the	

synagogues	and	in	the	Temple	itself	and	in	places	where	all	people	were	free	to	
come	to	listen…	I	have	never	said	anything	in	secret	…	why	then	do	you	question	
me?	Why	don't	you	question	the	people	who	heard	me?	Ask	them	what	I	told	them?	
They	know	what	I	said.	
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SOLDIER	[Slaps	JESUS	across	his	face]:	How	dare	you	address	the	High	Priest	in	that	
fashion?	

	
JESUS:	I	have	said	nothing	wrong.	If	I	have	said	anything	wrong	tell	everyone	here	what	it	

is…	But	if	I	am	right	in	what	I	have	said,	why	do	you	hit	me?	
	
ANNAS:	Are	you	a	King?	If	so,	from	where	do	you	get	your	authority?	
	
JESUS:	[Remains	silent.]	
	
ANNAS:	We	have	heard	testimony	that	you	have	declared	that	you	will	tear	down	the	

temple	and	rebuild	it	in	three	days…	Isn't	this	so?	
	
JESUS:	[Remains	silent.]	
	
CAIPHAS:	Have	you	no	answer	to	give	to	the	accusations?	
	
ANNAS	[Whispers	to	CAIPHAS]:	Put	him	under	oath.	
	
CAIPHAS	[Nods]:	I	now	put	you	under	solemn	oath…	in	the	name	of	the	living	God…	tell	us	if	

you	are	the	Messiah…	
	
JESUS:	If	I	tell	you,	you	will	not	believe	me.	
	
ANNAS:	Are	you	the	Messiah?	Answer…	Answer…	
	
JESUS:	You	have	said	it…	I	am	He…	And	from	this	time	on,	you	will	see	the	son	of	man	on	the	

right	hand	of	God	the	Father	and	coming	on	the	clouds	of	Heaven.	
	
ANNAS:	He	has	blasphemed…	What	do	you	think	my	Lord	and	Members?	Don't	you	agree	

that	this	man	is	guilty	of	the	vilest	blasphemy	possible?	
	
CAIPHAS:	Agreed.	We	need	no	more	witnesses…	we	have	heard	his	blasphemy…	he	is	guilty,	

and	he	must	die.	
	
ANNAS:	Take	him	to	Pilate.	We	must	get	him	to	endorse	the	verdict	and	pass	the	death	

sentence…	
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[CHRIST	is	moved	to	face	PILATE.	CAIPHAS	follows.	ANNAS	retreats	to	the	temple.	CAIPHAS	
addresses	PILATE.]	

	
CAIPHAS:	Lord	Pilate…	We	the	Elders	and	Council	of…	
	
PILATE:	Speak	Priest…	I	have	no	time	to	waste.	
	
CAIPHAS:	We	hate	to	trouble	you	this	time	Excellency,	but	we	think	it's	a	simple	matter…	

This	man	was	found	guilty	of	blasphemy	by	our	Council.	By	our	law	he	has	to	die.	He	
has	had	a	fair	and	just	trial	and	has	been	condemned	by	the	Council,	but	as	you	
know,	Excellency,	you	must	ratify	the	verdict	and	give	approval	for	his	cruci\ixion.	
That's	how	our	law	stands	in	the	matter.	

	
PILATE:	Yes,	I	know,	and	I	don't	give	two	dried	\igs	for	your	barbaric	Jewish	Law…	
[To	CHRIST]:	Are	you	the	King	of	the	Jews?	
	
JESUS:	So	you	say…	
	
PILATE:	Do	you	hear	all	the	things	that	they	have	accused	you	of,	are	you	guilty	of	all	this?	
	
JESUS:	Are	you	asking	for	your	own	information,	or	are	you	basing	your	questions	on	what	

others	have	told	you	about	me?	
	
PILATE:	Do	you	think	I	am	a	Jew,	concerned	with	the	gossip	of	Temple	squatters.	It	is	your	

own	people	who	have	handed	you	over	to	me…	They	want	you	executed…	What	have	
you	done?	You	don't	look	very	much	like	a	King…	

	
JESUS:	My	Kingdom	is	not	of	this	world…	if	my	Kingdom	were	an	earthly	one,	my	followers	

would	\ight	to	release	me	from	the	authorities…	My	Kingdom	does	not	belong	here.	
	
PILATE:	So,	you	are	a	King…	
	
JESUS:	You	say	that	I	am	King…	I	was	born	and	came	into	the	world	to	ful\il	one	purpose	…	

to	speak	the	truth	…	
	
PILATE:	Truth?	…	What	is	truth?	…	[PILATE	to	PRIEST]	You	have	a	problem	priest	…	I	can	

\ind	no	reason	to	put	this	man	to	death,	and	yet	you	insist	that	he	be	cruci\ied.	
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CAIPHAS:	And	since	it	is	the	eve	of	our	festivities	it	would	be	in	the	interest	of	the	nation	if	
it	were	done	right	away.	

	
PILATE:	And	do	you	think	I	am	the	least	concerned	about	your	silly	Jewish	ritual?	You	

expect	me	to	sacri\ice	a	man's	life	because	you	want	to	eat	your	unleavened	bread,	
on	a	conscience	dulled	by	too	much	wine,	while	you	talk	of	his	dying	pain.	I	have	
questioned	him	and	can	\ind	no	reason	to	execute	him.	

	
CAIPHAS:	But	my	Lord,	he	has	been	stirring	up	trouble	all	over	Judea…	from	Galilee	to	

Jerusalem.	He	started	in	Galilee	and	now…	
	
PILATE:	Galilee	…	is	he	a	Galilean?	
	
CAIPHAS:	Yes,	Lord	Pilate…	he	is	from	that	region	ruled	by	Herod	the	King.	
	
PILATE:	Well,	my	dear	good	sir…	take	the	Galilean	to	your	King	Herod.	He	is	in	the	city,	is	he	

not?	
	
CAIPHAS:	But	my	Lord.	
	
PILATE:	He	is	the	one	who	must	try	the	accused.	He	rules	that	part	of	the	country	where	the	

offence	commenced	and	from	where	the	carpenter	comes.		
	
CAIPHAS:	Lord	Pilate…	
	
PILATE:	And	say	no	more…	waste	no	more	of	my	time…	take	him	to	King	Herod.	Since	they	

are	both	Jewish	Kings,	let	them	decide	between	them.	
	
[PILATE	exists	with	the	SOLDIERS.	CHRIST	is	led	outside	through	a	convenient	door.]	
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Scene 8 
	
SARAH	and	JUDAS	ENTER	from	opposite	side	as	PILATE	EXITS,	holding	hands.	SARAH	is	

agitated.	
	
SARAH:	Oh,	Judas	what	is	happening?	There	are	so	many	rumours	in	the	city.	
	
JUDAS:	Best	not	listen	to	gossip	my	love.	
	
SARAH:	They	say	Jesus	has	angered	the	Priests,	and	they	have	arrested	him.	
	
JUDAS:	Is	that	all	you	heard?	
	
SARAH:	Is	there	more?	
	
JUDAS:	No…	No.	He	has	been	arrested.	But	there	is	no	cause	to	worry.		
	
SARAH:	How?	Judas,	how?	
	
JUDAS:	It's	all	part	of	a	plan	dear	–	Annas	and	I…		
	
SARAH:	Annas	and	you?	
	
JUDAS:	Yes	love	–	we	planned	it.	You	see	it	must	be	made	to	appear	that	the	Temple	and	the	

Council	are	against	him.	Then	the	Romans	will	treat	it	as	an	internal	and	religious	
matter	–	not	related	to	political	power.	

	
SARAH:	So,	they	will	leave	him	alone	and	allow	the	Temple	to	deal	with	him.		
	
JUDAS:	Right!	And	then	by	the	time	he	is	crowned,	it	will	be	too	late	for	the	Romans	to	do	

anything	about	it.	
	
SARAH:	Oh,	Judas,	you	are	clever.		
	
JUDAS:	We	will	see	what	happens.	
	
SARAH:	I	hope	everything	is	resolved	soon.	I	want	nothing	to	interfere	with	our	plans.	
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JUDAS:	Nothing	will	my	love.	He'll	be	crowned.	And	then	you'll	really	see	how	clever	your	
Judas	is.	

	
[They	embrace.	MOTHER	ENTERS	from	altar	side.]	
	
SARAH:	Oh	mother…	
	
JUDAS:	Greetings,	Mother.	
	
MOTHER:	Sarah	–	I	would	speak	to	Judas	alone.	
	
JUDAS:	Please	go…	we'll	talk	further	love…		
	
[They	embrace.	SARAH	EXITS.]	
	
MOTHER:	Judas…	Is	it	true	what	they	say	about	Jesus?		
	
JUDAS:	What	is	it	that	you've	heard?	
	
MOTHER:	That	even	now	he	is	before	Herod	being	tried	for	blasphemy,	and	sedition.	
	
JUDAS:	This	is	so	mother…	The	trial	commenced	a	short	while	ago.		
	
MOTHER:	And	that	he	is	to	be	sentenced	to	death.	
	
JUDAS:	That	will	never	happen.	
	
MOTHER:	Old	Reuben	the	dove	seller	at	the	west	gate	said	there	are	rumours	that	one	of	his	

own	disciples	had	organized	for	him	to	be	arrested.	
	
JUDAS:	That	is	also	true…	but	be	at	ease,	no	harm	will	befall	him.	
	
MOTHER:	How	are	you	so	sure	of	this,	Judas?	
	
JUDAS:	Mother,	he	is	the	Son	of	God	Almighty,	all	powerful.	Do	you	think	his	father	would	

see	him	put	to	death?	He	will	be	freed,	you	wait	and	see,	it's	all	part	of	a	plan.	
	
MOTHER:	And	if	he	is	not	freed?…	Then	what	Judas?…	Your	King	will	be	executed.	
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JUDAS:	That	will	never	happen,	Mother…	You	don't	understand…	Jesus	is	God's	Son…	God	
sent	him	to	free	us…	to	rule	over	his	Kingdom…	Jesus	is	the	promised	Lord…	the	
Messiah,	the	Hope	of	our	Nation.	God	who	directs	everything	has	decided	that	there	
is	to	be	a	New	King.	We	are	just	here	to	see	that	God's	purpose	is	ful\illed…	We	work	
for	the	Kingdom.	

	
MOTHER:	Judas…	It	was	you	who	organized	his	arrest…	You	consorted	with	the	Priests…	

Oh!	My	God…	Judas.	He	was	your	friend…	How	could	you…	
	
JUDAS:	I	was	an	instrument	mother…	even	as	you	were	when	you	bore	me…	I	was	the	

force…	
	
MOTHER:	Judas,	you	were	used	by	the	Priests.	
	
JUDAS:	Even	as	I	used	them.	You	will	see	–	once	he	is	crowned	King…	God	intended	me	to	do	

what	I	did…	
	
MOTHER:	Shut	your	impertinence!	How	dare	you	presume	to	know	the	will	of	God…	
	
JUDAS:	Mother…		
	
MOTHER:	Do	not	call	me	your	mother…	I	bore	no	such	despisable	son…	
	
JUDAS:	Please,	Mother…	Please—	
	
MOTHER:	You	are	accursed…	You	betrayed	your	friend,	and	because	of	that	I	and	my	house	

are	forever	damned…	
	
JUDAS:	No,	Mother…	no…	not	damned…	we	will	be	honoured	when	the	Lord	Jesus	rules	as	

King.	
	
MOTHER:	That	will	never	be	Judas…	He	will	be	killed	by	the	Romans	and	the	Priests	acting	

in	concert…	
	
JUDAS:	You	do	not	really	believe	that	mother…	
	
MOTHER:	It	has	happened	before…	from	the	prophets	to	John	the	Baptist…	Oh	Judas…	you	

are	but	a	child	in	this	game	and	you	would	not	listen	to	the	voice	of	reason.	That	I	
should	have	lived	to	see	the	day	when	I	regret	that	I	bore	you…	That	all	the	joy	you	
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brought	to	me	as	a	child	is	taken	from	me	and	that	all	my	hopes	are	destroyed	in	my	
old	age…	Oh	my	God…	My	God	I	am	forsaken…	I	am	forsaken…	

	
JUDAS:	Mother,	listen	to	me.	
	
MOTHER:	I	have	listened	to	you	too	long…	I	have	secretly	hoped	that	what	you	were	saying	

about	the	Kingdom	was	true,	even	though	I	knew	in	my	heart	that	it	would	never	
come	to	pass…	I	prayed	that	your	heart	would	change	and	that	you	would	give	up	
this	dream…	Now	you	have	brought	nothing	but	disaster	and	disgrace	to	me	and	the	
whole	household,	the	entire	nation…		forever…	and	though	it	breaks	my	heart	I	must	
pronounce	the	ancient	curse…	

	
JUDAS:	Mother…	
	
MOTHER:	Judas	Iscariot,	in	the	name	of	the	great	unmentionable	God	of	our	ancestors…	

may	your	name	be	not	spoken	except	in	dishonour,	may	no	seed	spring	from	your	
loins.	May	your	death	bring	joy	to	them	that	knew	you,	and	your	name	blotted	out	
forever…	

	
JUDAS:	Mother…	
	
MOTHER:	Depart	from	me	accursed	of	Israel…	and	never	enter	my	sight	again…	
	
JUDAS:	Please…	Mother…		
	
MOTHER:	Go…	Judas…	Go…	
	
[She	tears	her	wrap.]	
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Scene 9 
	
THE	SOLDIERS	take	JESUS	to	face	HEROD	who	has	obviously	been	drinking.	
	
HEROD:	Well	Jesus,	I	have	heard	a	great	deal	about	you,	and	I	have	long	wished	to	speak	to	

you…	To	\ind	out	for	myself	if	you	are	all	they	say	you	are…	learned	in	the	law,	a	
great	teacher,	a	healer,	raising	the	dead!	They	even	say	you	claim	to	be	King.	Is	all	
this	true?	

	
JESUS:	[Is	silent.]	
	
HEROD:	Come	now	man	speak	up…	I	am	your	friend…	Why	don't	you	answer?…	You	come	

from	Nazareth,	I	hear…	Tell	me,	was	your	mother	really	a	virgin…	and	your	father	too	
old	even	to	work?…	Is	he	dead	now	perhaps?…	Couldn't	you	raise	him	from	the	
dead?	I	hear	that	some	of	your	best	friends	are	former	convicts	and	prostitutes…	Tell	
me,	is	she	all	they	say	she	is,	eh?	I	am	disappointed	in	you.	I	had	heard	so	much	
about	you.	How	witty,	how	wise	you	are…	Now	you	won’t	answer	even	a	simple	
question.	And	what	about	all	those	wonderful	magic	tricks	I	hear	you	perform	every	
day?…	Come	on	Jesus,	one	little	trick…	Hmmm.	Come	on…	come	on.	Oh	well	you	are	
a	disappointment.	You	don’t	look	like	a	King	to	me…	You	look	more	like	a	half-
starved	mountain	preacher.	Where	are	you	King	of?	Nazareth?	That	stinking	little	
village?	And	what	of	subjects?	How	many	goats,	mules,	donkeys?	Nazareth…	It	
would	take	that	place	to	produce	another	great	fool	for	this	nation…	[Laughter]	

	
CAIPHAS:	Oh,	great	King.	This	man	is	a	blasphemer.	He	has	threatened	to	destroy	the	holy	

temple	of	our	Fathers.	The	Sanhedrin	has	found	him	guilty	of	the	gravest	possible	
blasphemy.	

	
HEROD:	What	will	you	have	me	do?	
	
ANNAS:	Put	him	to	death,	my	Lord	King	and	rid	our	nation	of	his	name	forever.	
	
HEROD:	Hmm.	Perhaps	that	would	be	best.	Blasphemy?	I	think	I'll	give	the	Roman	Governor	

the	pleasure	of	putting	him	to	death.	At	least	he	will	have	something	to	amuse	him	
on	our	feast	day.	

	
CAIPHAS:	But	your	majesty…	
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HEROD:	Take	him	back	to	the	Roman	Governor.	Say	to	Him	it's	a	gift	from	King	Herod	his	
newfound	friend…	for	his	amusement	as	we	celebrate	our	feast.	

	
ANNAS:	But	your	Majesty	Pilate	has…	
	
HEROD:	Enough	you	foxy	old	priest…	back	to	the	Roman	Governor.	I	have	many	more	

important	matters	to	attend	to.	
	
[He	claps	his	hands	and	a	DANCING	GIRL	APPEARS.]	
	
HEROD:	Come	my	dear	…	go	see	what	delightful	amusements	your	friends	have	devised	for	

your	King	and	hurry	back,	my	little	pomegranate	blossom.	[CHRIST	is	moved	out.	
PILATE	ENTERS.]	In	the	meantime,	I’ll	have	a	word	with	my	good	friend…	my	Lord	
Pilate…	I	see	we	have	a	little	trouble	on	our	hands…	this	carpenter,	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	
the	Jewish	leaders	want	him	killed.	Looking	for	a	paschal	lamb	no	doubt.	

	
PILATE:	Well,	I	have	examined	him	and	have	found	no	reason	to	sentence	him	to	death.	
	
HEROD:	I	too	have	questioned	him,	but	the	poor	fellow	acted	so	dumb	and	strange,	

answered	not	a	word.	Do	you	think	he	is	mad?	
	
PILATE:	No,	I	don't	think	so.	I'm	sure	there's	more	to	him	than	you	and	I	can	see.		
	
HEROD:	Be	that	as	it	may,	he	is	your	problem.	I	have	sent	him	back	to	you.	You	can	do	the	

honours.	A	little	matter	of	Roman	justice…	
	
PILATE:	And	do	you	think	Roman	justice	would	condemn	an	innocent	man	to	death?	
	
HEROD:	Sometimes,	my	dear	Lord	Pilate,	justice	is	very	impractical,	and	justice	is	

sometimes	conditioned	by	expediency	of	circumstances…	
	
PILATE:	A	Jewish	point	of	view	no	doubt	my	friend…	You	Jews	have	a	very	queer	sense	of	

justice…	Roman	laws	and	ethics	are	very	clear	on	the	matter	of	what	is	just	and	
honourable.	I	think	I	chastise	him	and	let	him	go.	

	
HEROD:	But	would	that	be	wise?…	Think	of	Caesar	my	Lord.	That	would	displease	him.	
	
PILATE:	Displease	Caesar?	What	do	you	mean?		
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HEROD:	The	fellow	claims	to	be	King.	
	
PILATE:	That	has	not	been	proved.	
	
HEROD:	Oh,	don't	worry.	That	fox	Annas	and	his	sycophantic	son-in-law	Caiphas	will	\ind	

enough	witnesses	to	make	the	charge	stick.	Caesar	will	then	see	this	Galilean	as	a	
threat	to	his	throne.	And	I	need	hardly	remind	you	that	he	will	have	none	of	that	sort	
of	impertinence…	And	if	you	allow	this	man	to	go	on	making	these	absurd	
assertions,	as	fantastic	as	they	seem,	you	will	have	to	answer	to	Caesar.	

	
PILATE:	You	are	a	sly	bastard.	I	would	not	be	surprised	if	you	put	the	priests	up	to	this.	
	
HEROD:	Are	you	accusing	me	of	conspiracy,	my	Lord?	
	
PILATE:	If	the	cap	\its…	I	would	put	nothing	past	you	my	friend…	
	
HEROD:	You	have	always	been	such	a	clever	Governor.	Let's	see	how	you	deal	with	this	

one…	Because	the	way	I	see	it,	either	you	put	Jesus	to	death,	or	Caesar	will	have	your	
head…	

	
PILATE:	By	all	the	Gods,	he's	right…	My	wife	was	right…	We	are	in	danger…	

It's	his	life	or	mine…	[He	claps	his	hands.	A	SOLDIER	APPEARS.]	
Bring	me	water	and	lather…	[SOLDIER	moves	out.]	They	will	destroy	even	their	very	
own	to	gain	power.	They	care	nothing	for	the	people.	The	world	will	condemn	them	
for	generations	to	come…	and	their	suffering	will	be	great…	The	blood	of	Innocence	
will	hang	heavy	on	their	life	forever…	[The	SOLDIER	RETURNS	with	bowl.	PILATE	
washes	his	hands.	They	bring	CHRIST	in	–	stripped,	crowned	with	thorns.]	
I	am	innocent	of	the	blood	of	this	just	man…	May	the	Gods	curse	you	and	your	
children	forever…	
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Scene 10 
	
CHRIST	is	taken	to	the	centre	aisle.	The	white	cloth	is	stretched	out.	His	hands	go	out.	The	
other	cloth,	this	time	red,	is	brought	and	wound	about	him.	He	is	stretched	out	on	the	“Cross”	
as	the	red	cloth	is	unwound.	THE	SOLDIERS	hold	the	ends	of	the	cloths	and	spread	them	to	
their	widest.	THE	SOLDIER	at	the	back	of	CHRIST	is	elevated.	THE	SOLDIER	at	the	foot	of	the	
cross	kneels.	This	gives	the	audience	a	view	of	the	proceedings.	All	this	amid	the	shouts	of	
crucify…	crucify…	sound	fades	as	JUDAS	ENTERS.	
	
JUDAS	[He	is	distraught…	He	looks	up	at	the	cross]:	What	have	I	done…	Oh	God,	what	have	I	

done?	I	was	sure	that	you	would	save	yourself…	that	you	would	call	on	your	father	to	
send	his	army	of	angels	to	destroy	your	enemy…	

	
SHEPARD:	Judas…	Judas…	You	did	not	listen	to	the	voice	of	Jesus…	My	Kingdom	is	not	of	the	

world…	
	
JUDAS:	And	even	if	you	did	not	call,	that	your	Father	would	send	his	hosts	to	free	you	and	

set	you	on	the	throne	of	David…	
	
SHEPARD:	Turn	in	your	despair	and	repent…	there	is	still	time.		
	
JUDAS:	I	gave	the	priests	back	the	\ilthy	money	they	gave	me.	It	was	not	important…	I	

wanted	you	to	be	King!…	Jesus,	I	believed	you	would	have	saved	yourself…	
	
SHEPARD:	How	many	of	us	use	the	name	of	Jesus	as	a	talisman…	like	you	use	a	guard-ring	

or	good	luck	charm?	
	
JUDAS:	Oh	Jesus,	I	believed	in	you…	you	saved	so	many	others	rescued	them…	brought	them	

back	from	death.	Now	you	must	die…	Why	Jesus?…	Why	Jesus?…	I	cannot	live…	if	
you	die…	I	cannot	live.		

	
SHEPARD:	No	Judas.	He	dies	that	you	might	have	life	and	have	it	to	its	fullest…		
	
[JUDAS	takes	the	girdle	from	his	waist…	Lifts	it	to	his	neck.]	
	
JUDAS:	I	cannot	live.	I	cannot	live…	
	
[HE	RUNS	OUT.]	
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SHEPARD:	No	–	Judas	–	no.	
	
JUDAS	[Cries	out]:	I	cannot	live…	
	
[JUDAS	throws	himself	down	on	the	raised	platform	behind	THE	SOLDIER.]	
	
SHEPARD	[Calling	after	him]:	Ears	grow	deaf	in	our	passion,	and	we	shut	out	the	

voice	of	reason	when	we	need	most	to	listen.		
And	those	who	do	not	listen	are	lost,	
Behold	my	friends	a	moment	of	triumph	
For	the	enemy	of	the	people,		
The	plotters	and	the	schemers	
And	men	whose	heads	are	bloated	by	their	own	ambition.		
As	drunk	with	the	lust	for	power	–	and	with	the	force	of	their	desires	
That	drive	them	to	madness	and	despair—	
They	sacri\ice	the	hopes	of	the	people	
On	the	altar	of	their	greed	and	envy	and	sel\ishness	–	not	caring	
And	as	they	watch	it	\low	with	the	blood	of	the	victim	
They	rejoice	in	a	temporary	victory	
Even	as	the	fool	laughs	at	the	folly	of	his	own	making.		
Women	of	Jerusalem	weep	not	for	me	
For	the	days	will	come	when	people	will	say,	
“How	lucky	are	the	women	who	never	bore	babies,	
Who	never	gave	suck.”	
But	no	mother’s	tender	care	cease	towards	the		
Child	she	bears,	and	no	womb	forgets	the	pain	
No	heart	the	agony	and	the	ecstasy…	
And	Mary	the	mother	of	the	slaughtered	lamb	
Hears	the	fruit	of	her	labour—	
Her	Son	begotten	of	God	the	Father	
True	God,	but	true	man	also—	
Cry	out	in	agony.	

	
JESUS:	My	God,	My	God	

Why	have	you	forsaken	me?	
	
SHEPARD:	But	her	sorrowing	heart	

Knew	his	end	
The	day	she	knew	his	beginning		
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For	she	was	warned	we	are	told	
The	angel	gave	her	the	full	story	we	are	told	
And	she	accepted	the	burden	we	are	told	
But	could	she	know	the	pangs	of	this	suffering?	
Could	a	mother’s	tender	love	and	care	suf\ice?		

	
JESUS:	I	am	thirsty…	
	
SHEPARD:	How	many	times	she	as	young	mother,	

Heard	her	young	child		
At	play	in	the	Garden	of	their	humble	home	in	Nazareth	
Heard	those	same	words…	“Mummy…	I	am	thirsty…	
Mummy	I	am	hungry…”	
How	many	times	has	she	lifted	him	to	her	young	full	breast,	
Or	placed	his	little	cup	or	bowl	to	his	ruby	mouth	
To	quench	his	thirst…	
To	satisfy	his	hunger…	
Oh,	woman	mother,	how	can	you	bear	the	pain,	
Are	you	human?	
Blessed	among	women,	what	feelings	now	echo	
In	your	shrivelled	womb	
As	the	agony	\lows	from	your	heart	to	your	eyes?	
And	what	of	that	other	mother?	
What	of	the	woman	
Whose	son	the	world	will	blame	forever	
For	the	killing	of	their	hope,	the	betrayal	of	the	God	King	come	to	deliver	
The	people	from	the	bondage	of	imperialist	Rome		
And	from	the	chains	of	their	own	making	
Whose	name	will	forever	mean	Traitor?	
What	of	the	mother	of	the	man	Judas?		
Disciple,	betrayer.	
Whose	distorted	body	swings	from	a	frail	rope	at	the	city	north	wall...	
Oh,	mother	of	sons	…	and	of	son's	sons.	
Fathers	of	mothers,	and	husbands	of	daughters	
For	which	mother	do	you	now	dry	your	eyes…	
For	which	mother	do	you	weep?	

	
[YOUNG	JOHN	and	MARY	MOTHER	OF	CHRIST	approach.	We	recognise	her	as	MISS	VIE	of	
Scene	1]	
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JOHN:	I	think	it's	best	that	you	do	not	watch	this	any	longer.	You	wear	yourself	out…	Let	us	

go.	We	can	do	nothing.	We'll	come	again	later	when	it	is	over…	
	
MARY:	Oh	John,	I	cannot	leave	now.	
	
JOHN:	If	you	must	stay,	at	least	sit	a	while.	
	
MARY:	Good,	kind	John.	Please,	I	am	alright.		
	
JOHN:	You	do	not	weep…	I	don't	understand.	
	
MARY:	Of	course,	you	don't,	John.	The	weeping	is	deep	inside…	Perchance	it	will	rise	to	my	

eyes,	but…		
For	this	I	bore	him,	John…	For	this	he	came	into	the	world.	To	save	the	poor	and	
suffering	–	to	change	things	so	that	we	would	have	a	world	of	justice	and	peace.		
I	had	hoped	that	this	would	not	be	so.		
Through	the	nine	long	months	I	carried	him	with	fear	and	trembling.	And	when	the	
time	came	for	him	to	be	born,		
If	I	could	have	kept	him	sheltered	inside	me,	I	would	have,	knowing	it	would	come	to	
this…	

	
JOHN:	You	poor	lady	–	I	would	gladly	take	his	place	to	spare	you	this	sorrow	and	anguish.	
	
MARY:	Kind	John,	he	would	approve	your	kindness,	but	he	must	do	what	he	does.		

I	have	thought	about	this	many	days	and	sleepless	nights	and	I	remember	him	every	
day	of	his	life.	In	the	temple	I	could	not	\ind	him	one	day…	And	I	worried	so,	and	
when	I	had	searched	the	whole	day	and	\inally	found	him	in	discussion	with	the	
priests	and	elders,	he	said	to	me,	“Woman…	do	you	not	know	that	I	must	look	after	
my	father's	business…”	That's	all	his	life	has	been,	taking	care	of	His	Father's	
business…	And	I	his	mother	wracked	with	grief	and	worry…	And	so,	as	day	to	day	I	
watched	him	grow…	I	understood	the	words	the	angels	spoke…		
But	oh	my	God,	it	is	so	hard	to	bear	…	
Oh…	God…	Give	me	strength…	Oh	God…	Give	him	the	strength…	Oh	God	give	the	
strength	of	endurance	to	your	people…	And	have	mercy	on	my	son…	
My	son…	My	son…	

	
MOTHER:	My	son…	My	son…	I	have	lost	my	only	son.	
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MARY:	Who	are	you	who	cries	out	for	your	son	even	as	I	weep	for	mine	who	hangs	on	the	
cross.	

	
MOTHER:	Do	not	ask…	the	answer	truthfully	given	would	mock	me	beyond	my	grave,	even	

as	my	son	bears	the	eternal	shame.	
	
MARY:	Oh,	poor	mother…	
	
MOTHER:	Poor	and	shameful…	outcast…	and	reviled…	who	sees	no	hope	but	to	follow	my	

own	son	to	his	untimely	grave.	
	
MARY:	Please	mother	tell	me	who	you	are…	
	
MOTHER:	He	was	my	son…	The	betrayer…	Judas	was	my	son…	He	was	a	good	boy	and	I	

loved	him…	He	always	was	good	to	me…	ever	since	his	father	died	he	has	taken	care	
of	me…	He	was	my	only	son…	And	I	loved	him…	

	
MARY:	Sister	in	mourning	and	sorrow…	I	do	not	mock	at	your	grief.	We	are	but	poor	vessels	

of	God	in	his	divine	plan,	and	mothers	that	we	are	we	bear	the	burden.	
	
MOTHER:	The	grief	I	have	no	one	can	share.	I	have	lost	the	one	and	only	son	I	had.	He	came	

to	me	in	the	years	when	no	woman	bears	a	child.		
	
JOHN:	Where	is	your	son?	
	
MOTHER:	They	say	he	ran	to	the	north	wall	and	threw	himself	over.	I	am	on	my	way	to	\ind	

him.	
	
MARY:	Poor,	poor	mother.	
	
MOTHER:	You	don't	understand…	you	do…	
	
MARY:	Only	a	mother	understands	a	mother's	grief…		

And	we	are	born	to	this	great	suffering.	
	
MOTHER:	I	have	hated	Him	for	stealing	my	son's	love		

Can	He	forgive	me…	Can	you	forgive	me…	
Can	He	forgive	my	son…?	
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MARY:	Our	forgiveness	is	dearly	bought	my	sister,	
And	there	the	price…	Turn	to	the	cross	of	Christ,	
Mother	in	grief.	The	Son	of	Man	has	ransomed	us	all…	and	we	wait	for	the	day	when	
His	promise	is	ful\illed	when	death	is	conquered,	and	sin	is	no	more…	

	
MOTHER:	You	bring	small	comfort	to	me…	But	I	cannot	believe	He	has	forgiven	us	unless	I	

hear	from	His	own	lips…	and	now	He's	dead…	I	shall	never	know…	I	shall	never	
know.	

	
JESUS:	Father…	Forgive	them	for	they	know	not	what	they	do…	
	
MOTHER	[Throwing	herself	at	his	feet]:	Oh	thank	God…	Thank	God…	Thank	God…	[She	

weeps.]	
	
MARY	[Smiling,	looks	up	at	him]:	Amen…	Amen	and	a	thousand	times	Amen…	
	
JESUS:	It	is	\inished…	Father…	I	return…	to	you…	
	
[As	he	dies…	TAMBOURINES	SHAKE…	and	to	symbolize	earthquake,	THE	FOUR	SOLDIERS	pull	
their	ends	of	cloth	quite	taut	and	shake	them.	MARY	is	calm	and	resolved…	she	bends	to	lift	the	
MOTHER	OF	JUDAS	to	her	feet…	THE	SOLDIERS	begin	to	wrap	him	slowly…	loosely.]	
	
MARY:	Come	my	sister…	It	is	over…	His	suffering	is	past.	Come,	John	my	new	son,	we	must	

prepare	his	body	for	burial.	Then	we	will	go	with	you	to	\ind	your	son.	
	
MOTHER:	I	am	grateful…	But	I	must	go	\ind	him	before	his	body	is	further	de\iled…	and	I	

must	go	alone.	
	
MARY:	Farewell	then…	And	I	will	pray	for	you…	for	us	both	who	bear	the	burden	of	a	

mother's	love…	I	trust	we	will	meet	again	soon.	
	
[THE	FOUR	SOLDIERS	walk	towards	the	body	holding	the	ends	of	the	cloth	–	the	two	red	Kirst	
–	and	they	drape	the	length	loosely	across	his	arms	still	outstretched.	JOHN	comes	forward	
takes	the	crown	of	thorns	from	his	head.	THE	TWO	SOLDIERS	with	the	white	cloth	now	come	
towards	the	body.	MARY	takes	the	second	one	and	covers	his	face.	As	they	come	forward	his	
arms	relax…	she	steps	back	where	JOHN	is	standing,	he	places	his	arm	around	her.	THE	FOUR	
SOLDIERS	in	formation	step	aside	the	body…	two	behind	two	in	front…	The	two	in	front	go	
down	on	one	knee	prepare	to	lift	him…	As	they	lift,	he	is	tilted	backwards	to	rest	on	the	
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shoulders	of	the	two	behind.	They	complete	the	lift	and	EXIT	followed	by	MARY	who	takes	a	
length	of	cloth	from	her	wrap	and	ties	it	around	her	waist…	JOHN	supports	her.]	
	
[THE	WOMEN	and	SHEPARD	follow…	THE	BLIND	MAN,	now	healed,	who	has	been	watching	
while	the	wrapping	is	taking	place,	comes	forward	moving	slowly	behind	the	procession	as	he	
speaks…]	
	
BLIND	MAN:	Oh	Jerusalem…	Jerusalem.	

Cruel…	cruel	city	
That	destroyed	the	hope	of	the	world…	You	spread	your	dark	winds	like	
vultures	
That	pick	the	bones	of	the	carcass	of	misery	and	false	hopes.	
Would	that	I	had	not	lived	to	see	this	day	
Would	that	mine	eyes	had	not	been	opened	to	behold	your	shame		
But	these	eves	weep	for	you.	
The	blood	of	your	sons	shall	wash	your	streets	for	many	generations.	
You	shall	know	war	after	war	
And	your	fair	city	see	divisions	for	ages	to	come.		
Your	mothers	shall	weep	for	their	sons	
And	your	daughters	for	the	fathers	of	their	sons	
And	strangers	shall	trample	on	the	graves	of	your	dead.	No	peace	shall	come	
to	you	
Till	you	atone	for	the	sins	of	this	day.	
Oh	Jerusalem,	Jerusalem	
I	weep	for	you	and	all	mankind,	and…	mourn	the	loss	of	all	that	is	good.	

	
[He	tears	his	robe…	and	EXITS	down	the	centre	aisle…	singing	the	Jewish	prayer	chant.]	
	
	
	
	

Scene 11 
	
THREE	SOLDIERS	ENTER	from	one	of	the	doors,	one	carries	the	brown	robe	worn	by	CHRIST	
before	the	CruciKixion	over	his	shoulder.	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Oh,	it's	been	a	rough	day…	
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SOLDIER	2:	You're	right…	I	hope	I	never	see	another	day	like	this	in	a	hurry.	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Well,	that's	over,	and	now	I	can	go	home	to	my	sweet	wife.	
	
SOLDIER	2:	You	mean	your	fat	wife	…	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Say	what	you	like…	she	is	still	my	wife…	where's	yours?	
	
SOLDIER	2:	Time	enough	for	that,	but	you	bet	she	won't	be	fat…	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Well,	you	have	your	taste,	and	I	have	mine.	
	
SOLDIER	2:	At	least	you	got	something	to	take	home	to	her	[pulling	the	robe	from	his	

shoulder.]	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Yes…	the	new	dice	brought	me	luck	[examines	robe]	…	look	it	has	no	seams.	
	
SOLDIER	2:	Yes,	a	\ine	robe…	must	have	been	made	by	someone	special.	
	
SOLDIER	3:	Or	made	for	someone	special.		
	

SOLDIER	1:	All	that	is	true…	but	what	will	I	do	with	it?	
	
SOLDIER	2:	You	can’t	wear	it	for	sure…	
	
SOLDIER	3:	Give	it	to	me	Sextus…	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Give	it	to	you.	Oh…	with	pleasure	lad…	with	pleasure.	
	
SOLDIER	2:	You’ll	be	well	rid	of	it…	
	
SOLDIER	1:	Farewell	my	friend…	till	the	fourth	watch.	[GOING,	he	turns	halfway]:	And	go	

straight	home	to	your	rest.	We	have	a	long	watch	ahead…	
	
SOLDIER	2:	And	you	go	straight	to	the	fat	lady	now…	[laughs].	Come	Cassio	…	farewell…	

Come	Cassio.	
	
SOLDIER	3:	I’ll	be	along	soon…	leave	me	awhile…	
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SOLDIER	2:	Is	something	the	matter?	
	
SOLDIER	3:	No…	I’ll	be	along	shortly…	
	
SOLDIER	2:	Well	suit	yourself…	I’ll	meet	you	at	the	usual	place	at	sundown…	Farewell.	
	
[He	EXITS	and	SOLDIER	3	is	obviously	troubled.	He	walks	slowly,	pensively,	and	then	he	turns	
back	to	the	door	through	which	he	came…	hugging	the	robe.	He	is	clearly	affected	by	it.]	
	
	
	
	

Scene 12 
	
The	MOTHER	OF	JUDAS	is	discovered,	with	the	body	of	JUDAS	in	her	arms.	
	
MOTHER	[She	bends	down	and	cradles	the	body]:	

My	son…	My	son…	
My	friendless,	fatherless,	lifeless	son.		
[She	rocks	him	gently.]		
He	was	my	\irst	born…	my	only…	
The	one	to	whom	these	breasts	have	given	nourishment.	
And	I	tended	him	with	all	the	love	a	mother	can	bestow	on	her	\irst	and	only	
child.	
I	remember	him	when	he	was	a	baby,	when	he	took	his	\irst	step…	grew	his	
\irst	tooth,	and	spoke	my	name	for	the	\irst	time.	I	tended	him	with	fear	and	
trembling	when	he	had	a	fever.	
As	I	remember	him	with	joy	at	play	in	the	noon	sun…	
Brown	and	frisky	as	a	new	lamb.	
He	loved	the	\lowers,	the	birds,	the	trees,	the	butter\lies…	
He	loved	the	rain,	how	he	used	to	sing	and	laugh	in	the	rain…	
Even	now	I	hear	his	sweet	voice	singing	in	the	rain…	I	watched	him	grow	into	
a	\ine	young	man…	
Had	such	hopes	for	him…	he	made	us	all	proud.	
When	his	father	died,	he	was	so	good	to	me.	
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He	inherited	his	father's	good	looks	and	his	burning	passion	for	justice	for	
our	oppressed	people…	
Justice	for	oppressed	people…	and	he	followed	the	Nazarene	because	he	too	
spoke	of	love	and	justice	and	of	freedom.	
He	too	would	have	our	people	free…	But	oh,	my	son…	
Why…	why…	?	You	tried	to	explain,	and	I	would	not	listen.		
Instead,	I	cursed	you…	cursed	you	to	your	death…	
Forgive	me…	Forgive	me…	
They	even	now	cry	your	shame	in	the	city.	
Who	will	tell	them	it	was	your	love	and	not	your	hate	that	sent	Jesus	to	his	
death…	?	
They	cry	your	eternal	shame,	but	you	shall	not	lack	a	mother's	tender	care.	
I'II	bathe	you	as	I	did	when	you	were	a	baby.	
Wrap	your	body	in	my	\inest	linens	as	I	did	when	you	were	born.		
And	kiss	your	sleeping	eyelids…	as	I	did	then…	
[She	sings	the	lullaby]:		
Little	baby	born	of	light	
Stars	and	moon	and	sun	so	bright.	
Mother	will	feed	you,	rock	you,	love	you		
Mother	will	name	you	Judas.	
Soon	you'll	grow	into	a	man	
Take	your	place	like	others	can	
In	a	crowd	you'll	be	tall	and	proud	
Mother	will	name	you	Judas.	
[She	breaks	down	crying.]	
Judas…	Judas	my	son,	my	son…	
Jesus	have	mercy	on	Judas	my	Son.	

	
[She	pulls	part	of	her	wrap,	covers	her	body,	and	EXITS	down	centre	aisle.]	
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Scene 13 
	
HEROD	and	PILATE	enter	from	opposite	sides	of	nave	steps.	
	
HEROD:	So	that	ends	that	my	good	friend…	
	
PILATE:	It	would	seem	so,	but	there	are	some	things	I	still	don’t	understand…	If	he	really	

wanted	to	be	King,	why	did	he	not	accept	the	people’s	offer?	
	
HEROD:	My	dear	friend,	your	whole	life	and	experience	has	been	different	to	ours…	You	a	

Roman	cannot	understand	the	workings	of	the	Jewish	mind…	No	matter	what	you	
say	about	the	mad	carpenter	of	Nazareth,	remember	he	was	a	Jew…	and	that	says	
much	about	the	way	he	thinks	and	acts.	

	
PILATE:	Yes,	I	understand	that,	but	he	puzzles	me.	I	know	you	Jews	are	a	shrewd	lot	–	

fanatically	religious.	
	
HEROD:	And	there	you	have	hit	the	mark.	To	the	Jew	his	religion	is	not	just	a	Sabbath	Day	

activity,	it	is	a	way	of	life…	he	is	born	to	it,	he	lives	it,	he	eats	it,	he	breathes	it,	he	dies	
in	it,	and	for	it.	

	
PILATE:	But	he	wanted	to	change	it.	
	
HEROD:	That's	where	your	mistake	is	Pilate…	He	didn't	want	to	change	the	religious	beliefs	

or	anything	like	that.	It	is	just	that	he	was	like	most	young	people,	zealous	in	the	
dialogue,	anxious	about	corruption	and	malpractice	–	he	ran	afoul	of	the	
traditionists.	The	story	of	all	young	leaders	seeking	progress.	Anyway,	he	is	out	of	
the	way	now	and	things	should	settle	back	to	normal.	

	
PILATE:	I	have	a	feeling	that	nothing	in	the	world	will	ever	be	the	same	again…	that	perhaps	

we	have	not	heard	the	last	of	this	man	called	Jesus.	My	wife	has	had	some	strange	
dreams	because	of	him.	He	is	not	\inished	yet,	mark	my	word.	

	
HEROD:	Come	now,	Governor,	don't	tell	me	the	Roman	Procurator	has	fallen	victim	to	the	

rumours	about	his	conquering	death.	A	resurrection	I	hear	is	expected.	
	
PILATE:	Well,	he	raised	Lazarus	of	Bethany	from	the	dead	and	there	are	stories	of	others	

that	he	brought	back	to	life,	I	wouldn't	be	too	sceptic.	It	seems	possible.	
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HEROD:	Oh	nonsense.	He	managed	to	fool	a	few	people…	
	
PILATE:	More	like	a	few	hundred	thousand…	I	can't	help	feeling	that	something	is	about	to	

happen…	that's	why	I	have	posted	extra	guards	at	the	tomb;	given	for	his	burial	by	
another	fanatic.	

	
HEROD:	Yes,	I	hear	Joseph	of	Aramathea	has	buried	him	in	his	own	tomb.	Our	people	are	so	

strange	and	gullible…	
	
PILATE:	Well,	call	it	what	you	like…	I	am	taking	no	chances	–	I	want	to	be	able	to	get	a	

\irsthand	report.	The	guards	have	been	instructed	to	allow	no	one	in	or	out.	We	wait	
and	see…	I	just	know	the	worst	or	best	of	this	is	yet	to	come.	

	
HEROD:	Like	the	best	wine	for	the	last	eh?	You	can	trust	us	to	arrange	affairs	with	some	tact	

and	\inesse—		
Speaking	about	wine,	dine	with	me	tonight,	while	we	wait	for	this	magni\icent	
happening…	I	have	brought	with	me	an	excellent	cook…	and	in	addition	the	best	
wines	from	the	vineyards	of	Babylonia…	and	dancing	girls	from	the	Orient	and	
Ethiopia	It	should	be	quite	a	night.	

	
PILATE:	Yes,	why	not	–	after	today’s	harassment	I	do	need	some	diversion.	An	hour	after	

sunset…	then	we	can	talk	some	more.	
	
HEROD:	An	hour	after	sunset.	Splendid.	Until	then	I'll	send	you	a	sampling	of	the	menu…	
	
PILATE:	Farewell.	
	
HEROD:	Farewell,	Lord	Pilate.	[Calls	dancing	girl.]	Come	my	pretty	–	you'll	go	to	the	

Governor.	Keep	his	company.	Help	him	get	ready	for	the	feast	later	tonight.	
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Scene 14 
	
SHEPARD:	Oh	yes…	Man…	Wicked	man	

Unmindful	of	a	peoples'	suffering,	
Eat	of	the	\lesh	of	the	victim	of	their	greed	
And	drink	of	the	blood	of	the	slaughtered	lamb	
From	the	wine-cup	of	their	contempt.	
Look	into	the	book	of	your	life	
And	choose	so	that	when	you	lift	the	cup	to	your	lips		
Is	the	wine	of	eternal	salvation	you’re	sipping,	
Or	the	blood	of	the	sacri\ice	of	the	slaughtered	victim?	
And	it	may	be	to	your	condemnation	and	not	your	blessing,	
For	the	blood	of	innocence	gathers	into	a	mighty	\lood		
That	swallows	up	the	oppressor.	
Look	into	the	book	of	your	life	and	choose	
For	the	sacri\ice	was	to	give	you	that	choice.	
Make	your	choice	
And	do	not	listen	to	the	voices	of	those	that	preach	destruction…	not	
creation…	Of	tearing	down		
And	not	building	up.	
Listen	to	the	voice	of	the	one	crying	in	the	wilderness	of	your	time	and	
suffering,	hear	the	lone	voice	calling	you.	
Rise	and	take	charge	of	your	destiny.	
Rise	from	the	loaded	table	of	greed,	
Rise	from	the	bed	of	false	comfort		
The	vile	deceiver	spread	to	trap	you,	
And	as	you	wake,	rouse	your	brother	
And	your	sister	slumbering	beside	you.	
So	that	those	who	dream	in	the	sleep	of	their	ignorance		
Can	waken	to	the	reality	of	their	ful\ilment…	
Brothers	and	sisters,	the	dream	of	life	is	a	lone	one,		
But	those	who	dream	forever,	sleep	the	sleep	of	death,	
In	ignorance	and	poverty	of	Spirit…	
So,	waken	oh	my	daughters	from	the	dream	you	are	dreaming	
And	face	the	reality	of	your	life…	in	your	time	in	your	place…	

	
[MISS	BIRDIE	has	been	dozing	in	front	pew.	MISS	VIE	comes	in	and	wakes	her.]	
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VIE	[Puts	on	her	hat]:	Miss	Birdie	–	Miss	Birdie	wake	up.	What	a	way	she	can	sleep…	Miss	
Birdie.	

	
BIRDIE:	Oh…	Miss	Vie…	what	happen?	Service	done?	I	just	doze	off.	Whey	Parson?	Im	gone?	
	
VIE:	Just	doze	off	–	you	have	been	sleeping	for	so	long	–	right	there	you	siddung	sleeping.	
	
BIRDIE:	Well	mam	–	I	really	siddung	there	but	in	mi	dreams	–	I	had	a	journey,	in	my	

dream…	
	
VIE:	In	your	dream.	
	
BIRDIE:	Yes	mam	–	a	terrible	dream	–	I	see	so	many	things	–	I	dream	Jesus	and	Pontius	

Pilate	and	Herod	and	I	went	to	the	foot	of	the	cross	Miss	Vie	–	Slam	bam	to	the	foot	
of	the	Cross	–	a	dream	say	–	I	see	the	whole	thing.		

	
VIE:	Ah!	Miss	Birdie	–	you	really	sleep	sound	–	and	you	know	the	sermon	was	so	good	–	

Shepherd	really	preach	good	today.	
	
BIRDIE:	But	me	no	like	the	end.	Im	stop	too	sudden.	
	
VIE:	How	you	mean?	
	
BIRDIE:	Well,	what	happen	after	them	bury	Jesus.	
	
VIE:	You	nuh	well	know	–	Im	rise	again.	
	
BIRDIE:	You	know	Miss	Vie	–	Dat	is	the	part	I	woulda	like	see.	
	
VIE:	See	yah,	Birdie.	Much	as	me	love	me	Jesus	me	no	want	to	see	him	duppy.	
	
BIRDIE:	But	him	did	come	back	in	the	\lesh.	
	
VIE:	That	may	be	so	–	but	the	living	and	the	dead	no	have	no	part	nor	lot.	
	
BIRDIE:	You	always	a	run	joke	een	Miss	Vie.	But	Jesus	was	different	to	we.	
	
VIE:	A	true	–	you	know	
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BIRDIE:	That	resurrection	must	have	been	something	to	see.	Cho	–	when	you	dreaming,	
sometime	you	wake	before	the	nicest	part.	

	
SHEPARD:	Yes	beloved	–	we	live	through	the	grief.		

We	bear	the	burden	of	the	Cross	
Now	we	wear	the	glory	of	the	Crown.	
Those	who	slaughtered	the	Lamb	of	God		
Think	they	ended	life	there—	
Death	they	thought	was	the	end.	
But	the	man	came	to	conquer	death.	
“I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life	
And	if	you	believe	in	me	–	you	will	never	die.”		
Yes	the	tree	falls,	but	the	seed	it	bore	
Springs	up	and	there	is	life	anew.	
In	my	end	is	my	beginning.	
For	you	who	believe	this	story	
Spread	the	good	news—	
And	you	who	\ind	yourself	not	believing,	
Look	into	the	book	of	your	life	
For	it	may	be	time	to	turn	the	page—		
To	start	anew—	
A	new	beginning—	
And	rise	with	him	
When	the	last	trumpet	sounds.	
And	the	Son	of	Man	appears	in	all	his	glory,	
To	ful\il	his	promise	
To	the	world—	
For	we	shall	all	be	changed	
And	you	must	be	ready	–	Alleluia		
When	the	trumpet	sounds.	
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Scene 15 
	
The	Resurrection	Scene	is	a	procession	and	tableau.	On	the	music	cue,	SHEPARD	takes	the	Klag	
with	the	red	cross	from	its	place	beside	the	pulpit	and	moves	to	the	rear	of	the	church	to	lead	
the	procession	entering	from	the	main	door.	

	
THREE	SOLDIERS	carry	their	original	Klags,	and	the	FOUR	WOMEN	carry	white	Klags.	Two	
opaque,	two	transparent.	They	are	followed	by	the	other	players.	

	
They	are	arranged	in	the	nave	to	mask	the	entrance	of	CHRIST	who	enters	from	the	Altar	
area,	and	ascends	the	platform,	unseen…	The	SOLDIER,	who	received	the	robe,	wears	it,	
having	removed	his	helmet	and	short	soldier's	cape.	He	carries	the	cross	made	by	the	Blind	
Man	with	the	two	sticks…	On	the	appropriate	cue	the	Klags	part,	Kirst	the	symbols…	then	the	
opaque	white,	then	the	transparent	white	to	reveal	the	resurrected	CHRIST.	The	others	all	
kneel	except	SHEPARD,	BLIND	MAN	–	now	with	red	Klag	–	and	the	SOLDIER	with	the	cross…	
Lights	come	up	simultaneously,	MUSIC	FADES…	
	
CHRIST:	Peace	I	bring	you…	Peace	I	leave	with	you…	

Go	into	all	the	corners	of	the	world	and	tell	the	good	news	
And	you	will	see	that	I	am	with	you	always…		
Even	to	the	end	of	the	world.	

	
MUSIC	fades	up	to	crescendo,	LIGHTS	go	out.	
	
	
-	THE	END	-	
	


