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minor in the College of Engineering & Computer Science at Florida Atlantic 
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Editor-in-Chief Passionate for public service, his previous experiences 
include interning in Washington, D.C. at an Environmental Nonprofit, 
Embassy of Guyana, and the White House Administration. He was a previous 
candidate for the Florida House of Representatives in 2020 and currently 
serves on the Boca Raton Sustainability Advisory Board. At FAU, Sayd is a 
former Associate Justice for the Student Government Student Court and 
currently sits on the student advisory board for the Office of the Vice 
President for Student Affairs. He is currently a candidate for the U.S. Navy 
Civil Engineering Officer Program. 

Kevin Lopez Pelaez is a Psychology major in the College of Science at 
Florida Atlantic University and currently serves the Undergraduate Law 
Journal of FA U as its Managing Editor. A public officer of the state of Florida, 
Kevin also serves the FAU Student Body as the Chief Justice of the Student 
Government Student Court. With an extensive experience in law firms, Kevin 
formerly worked as a paralegal and is a student member of the American Bar 
Association and a Scholar Member of the Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity. He 
earned his Associate of Arts from Florida Atlantic University and after his 
baccalaureate studies, he hopes to earn his Master of Public Policy and Law 
degrees to pursue a career in complex litigation in Washington D.C. 
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Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU as its Lead Editor. He enjoys legal 
writing, as well as literature on economics and political economy. Zachary has 
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Kadah Marshall is a Business Management major and Business Law minor 
in the College of Business at Florida Atlantic University and currently serves 
the Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU as its Secretary. As a fierce advocate 
for change, alongside her interests in the legal field, she is proud to be an 
integral component in the Journal. After receiving her undergraduate degree, 
Kadah plans on attending law school. 

Jaylene Kennedy is a Political Science major and Economics & History 
minor in the Honors College at Florida Atlantic University and currently 
serves the Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU as its Treasurer. 

Alisha Motiwala is a Psychology major and Business Law minor in the 
College of Science at Florida Atlantic University and currently serves the 
Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU as an Associate Editor. Alisha sees life 
through a "psychological lens", which has allowed her to recognize the role of 
human behavior in jurisprudence. She believes that it is imperative to 
understand the importance of psychology, since human perception is 
inherently subjective and can influence the interpretation of the law. Alisha 
hopes to pursue her law degree after her undergraduate studies and work as a 
human rights lawyer. 

172 



UNDERGRADUATE LAW JOURNAL OF FAU 
SPRING 2021 I EDITION X 

OFFICER & EDITORIAL STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 

Gianna Matteodo is an Interdisciplinary Studies major and Business Law 
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law degree and pursue a career as an attorney. 

Carisse Joseph is a Management Information Systems major in the College of 
Business at Florida Atlantic University and currently serves the 
Undergraduate Law Journal of FA U as an Associate Editor. She is the social 
media director of the Management Information Systems Association and is 
also a member of FAU's Student Ambassador Association. After completing 
her undergraduate studies and graduating from FAU, Carisse plans on 
pursuing a career in business law. 
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Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU as its Advisor. A life-long Owl, he earned 
his Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice from Florida Atlantic University and 
went on to receive his Juris Doctor from Nova Southeastern University. 
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legal author and has published several intellectual contributions. 
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Atlantic University and currently serves the Undergraduate Law Journal of 
FAU as an Editing Advisor. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in English, Master 
of Science in English Education, and Doctor of Education in Curriculum and 
Instruction all from Florida International University. A proud Owl since 2016, 
Dr. Nielson is passionate in community partnership among FAU and local 
employers, actively increasing awareness on the area of Business 
Communications. 
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her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University of Florida, 
Master of Education from Florida Atlantic University, and her Juris Doctor 
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promoting legal work and experience, she is the Co-Founder of Florida 
Atlantic University's Pre-Law University Services Initiative (PLUS). 

Robert Wills, J.D. is on the faculty of the College of Business at Florida 
Atlantic University and currently serves the Undergraduate Law Journal of 
FAU as an Editing Advisor. He holds a bachelor's degree and subsequently 
earned his Juris Doctor from Stetson University. Admitted to the Florida Bar, 
Professor Wills is passionate on the areas of legal writing and business law. 
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Ph.D. candidate in the School of International & Public Affairs at Florida 
International University. He holds a B.A. and M.A. in Political Science and 
specializes in American Government, Constitutional Law, American Foreign 
Policy, and Latin American Politics. Robert is currently the Legislative 
Assistant for District 81 in the Florida House of Representatives. 

Leanet Gutierrez is a graduate from the College of Arts & Letters at Florida 
Atlantic University. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with a 
minor in Business Law. Her passion for law began as a ten-year-old, 
translating for her non-English speaking immediate family. She is currently 
working on pursuing her legal career. Following law school, Leanet hopes to 
help non-English speaking families, like hers, resolve their legal disputes. 

Michael Dewing is a B.G.S. major and Hospitality minor in the College of 
Business at Florida Atlantic University. Michael is a proud previously 
published author in the Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU. A Student 
Veteran himself, he earned his Associate of Arts in Economics from Broward 
College and is a leader in the South Florida hospitality scene. Knowledgeable 
in strategic marketing and business development, Michael also enjoys writing 
and entrepreneurship. 

Jessica Savage is a Political Science major and Philosophy & Business Law 
minor in the College of Arts & Letters at Florida Atlantic University. Jessica is 
a proud two-time published author in the Undergraduate Law Journal of FAU. 
Since Summer 2018, Jessica has been a member of the Student Government 
House of Representatives, fiercely advocating for the student body. She is a 
member of FAU's Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity and is also a member of 
First Gen, an organization where first-generation college students build 
relationships with each other and network. Jessica has future aspirations to 
attend law school and hopes to pursue a career in entertainment law or public 
defense. 
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Hajra Akram is a Criminal Justice major and Political Science minor in the 
College of Social Work & Criminal Justice at Florida Atlantic University. She 
has been involved with the New Student Orientation Program as an 
Orientation Leader, Leon Charney Diplomacy Program as a delegate, UNICEF 
FAU as a legal advisor, and Soar-in-4 program as a scholar. Hajra strives to 
create a new precedent for women within her community through the art of 
law. She is set to complete her undergraduate studies in Summer 2021 and 
thereafter hopes to pursue a law degree. 

Erik Briggs is an International & Global Studies major in the College of 
Sciences at the University of Central Florida. He has been deployed overseas 
and currently serves active duty in the United States Air Force as an Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal (EOD) Technician, stationed in the Republic of Korea 
since 2018. After separating from the military in 2022, he hopes to graduate 
and attend law school to pursue a career in international law. 

Irene Gatimi is an International Studies & Economics major in the Honors 
College at Florida Atlantic University. Her interest in international affairs and 
diplomacy has led her to researching not only international rule of law but also 
policy implementation in various African and Asian countries. Irene is 
dedicated to serving the community, both internationally and domestically. 
After her undergraduate studies, she hopes to be a true change agent and 
pursue a career m public service that respects her interests in law and 
international affairs. 

Gregory Rodriguez is a Multimedia Journalism major and Sociology minor 
in the College of Arts & Letters at Florida Atlantic University. He is an Afro­
Latinx writer from Illinois and earned his Associate of Arts from Broward 
College. Gregory sincerely enjoys media, video games, writing, and literature. 

177 



UNDERGRADUATE LAW JOURNAL OF FAU 
SPRING 2021 I EDITION X 

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES 

Ria Mavinkurve is an Economics major and Political Science minor in the 
College of Humanities, Arts, & Social Sciences at the University of California 
Riverside. Ria is an environmental legal volunteer with Change the Chamber 
and an undergraduate research assistant with her university's Department of 
Political Science. After graduating, Ria hopes to obtain a law degree with a 
specialization in environmental law. 

Teylor Mcgee is a Communications major and Spanish minor in the College 
of Arts & Letters at Florida Atlantic University. Teylor prides herself in being 
extremely involved on campus. She currently is the Vice President of Lambda 
Pi Eta, Vice President of community service and National Ambassador of the 
National Society of Collegiate Scholars, a member of the Black Student 
Union, a member of the Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, and a student 
ambassador in the FAU College of Arts & Letters. After graduation, she plans 
to attend law school, and pursue a career in law, and hopes to make a 
difference in the area of civil rights. 

Nikolas Rogers is a Political Science & Economics major in the College of 
Liberal Arts at Pennsylvania State University. Through his interests in politics, 
law, history, economics, and philosophy, he connected them all and formed a 
special interest in political and historical philosophy. Nikolas loves being at 
the forefront of American politics and holds a number of leadership positions 
with Pennsylvania State University organizations, as well as organizations 
outside of the university. He hopes to pursue his law degree and Ph.D. after his 
undergraduate studies to pursue a career as an attorney, professor, and 
politician. 
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