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What are the public policy values concerning 

Immigration? 
By Prana Ramirez 

 
Immigration is a complex issue that is prominent in today’s politics with 

illegal immigration being at the forefront of President Trump’s recent policies. 

Congress has backed his position since late 2014 when complaints from 17 

states were filed seeking an injunction and declaratory relief against the 

executive actions put in place by former President Barack Obama. The 

injunction filed by the states claimed, “This lawsuit is not about immigration. 

It is about the rule of law, presidential power, and the structural limits of the 

U.S. Constitution.”
1
 This law suit dealt with issues raised by enacting the 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), the Deferred Action for 

Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents (DAPA), and the 

DREAM Act. These policies are designed to:
2
  

 

1. Clear a pathway to citizenship for illegal immigrants that have “a) 

entered the United States before their 16th birthdays, and (b) had been 

in the United States continuously for five years.” 
2. Allow immigrant parents to stay with their children instead of being 

deported. 

3. Focus the efforts of the Department of Homeland Security on actual 

threats from illegal immigration. 

 

The Debate 

 

On one side of the debate are those who believe illegal immigration is hurting 
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the U.S. economy. Many times, those who believe illegal immigration is 

hurting the U.S. support building a wall across the U.S.-Mexico border similar 

to the Great Wall of China.  

 
President Trump recently claimed that, “The cost of building a permanent 

border wall pales mightily in comparison to what American taxpayers spend 

every single year on dealing with the fallout of illegal immigration on their 

communities, schools and unemployment offices.”
3
 This claim that illegal 

immigration is hurting the economy has been challenged by a study conducted 

by the Center for Immigration Studies which found that, "Undocumented 

immigrants contribute significantly to state and local taxes, collectively paying 

an estimated $11.64 billion a year.”
4
 None-the-less, the Trump administration 

is backing an injunction to halt DACA and DAPA from being implemented. 

The question is will the wall be affordable, will it be effective in creating 

greater safety, or will it cost the U.S. economy billions of dollars each year 

from lost revenue and lost intellectual capital? 

 

Legal Standards 

 

In a U.S. Supreme Court case decided in 2016, United States v. Texas,
5
 there 

was a 4-4 split that upheld the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal’s
6
 ruling that 

supported an injunction forbidding the implementation of DACA and DAPA. 

The case included claims that the increased acceptance of illegal aliens in the 

border-states would spur an increase of illegal immigration and the costs of 
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such an influx would drain the resources of border-states. Also, there was 

concern for the threat of violence in communities experiencing increased 

immigration. The case also addressed the question of whether the appropriate 

procedures for enacting immigration reform was followed.   

 

In reference to whether the DACA and DAPA program would increase the 

threat of violence in communities, a 2013 study concluded that immigration is 

“strongly associated with less violence in a neighborhood.”
7
 Despite these 

findings, the court focused on the procedural grounds by which these policies 

were enacted, they were enacted by Executive Order rather than Congressional 

law making.  The court found the policies were an overreach of federal power, 

having attempted to bypass Congress by calling DAPA merely a general 

guidance issued to Department of Homeland Security employees and therefore 

would not violate the Take Care Clause of the Constitution which states the 

president must, “take care that the laws be faithfully executed.” 
8
 President 

Obama’s declaration to not uphold the laws enforcing immigration policy set 

forth by the Immigration and Naturalization Act, as well as the Administrative 

Procedure Act, was deemed unconstitutional.
9
 

 

Benefits of Immigration to the U.S. 

 

Based on the facts that illegal immigration can provide a net benefit in terms 

of economic prosperity and safety,
10

 DACA and DAPA should be embraced by 

the Federal government, not taken down. It goes against our creed of 

“Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
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The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.”
11

 America is considered a land of 

opportunity, where refugees of conflict are supposed to have a right to pursue 

happiness. Illegal immigrants may be fleeing from either substandard 

conditions or rampant violence in their home country. Places such as Mexico, 

El Salvador, or Cuba aren’t providing their citizens with the same 

opportunities as America, and once immigrants arrive, they work hard to 

contribute to society.  

 

Researchers at the Cato Institute in 2012 estimated that mass deportations 

would reduce economic growth by “$250 billion per year.”
12

 That amount of 

growth is tremendous and the sheer scale of such deportation operations are 

hard for the DHS with their limited budget of $44.1 billion to comprehend.
13

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The negative effect of the immigration policies directed by President Trump 

would be disastrous for our economy. His preposterous claims that, “I will 

make Mexico pay for that wall. . . Mark my words,”
14

 hurt our image as a 

democracy. In order to improve our economy, there should be policies put in 

place to welcome immigration, which is what made this country as prosperous 

as it is. “George Borjas, the nation's leading immigration economist estimates 

that the presence of immigrant workers (legal and illegal) in the labor market 

makes the U.S. economy (GDP) an estimated 11 percent larger ($1.6 trillion) 
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each year.”
15

 The idea behind DACA and DAPA is not to allow anyone, 

including violent offenders and criminals, to obtain citizenship, but instead 

give those that are striving for a better life a chance for one. The Supreme 

Court should review the case as soon as possible and remove the injunction 

that has been put in place. Congress should take action to not only support 

DACA and DAPA, but include new policies to make obtaining citizenship a 

less arduous process. Some applications take years to go through, and by the 

time they are approved, the immigrant has already been deported. The entire 

system needs an overhaul and should start with the Supreme Court’s reversal 

of the ill-advised injunction. 
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