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Fugitive is a secretive art, emerging when individuals escape from law enforcement and 

colonial powers, fleeing to remote mountain areas and dense forests. Maroon communities 

formed in Suriname, Jamaica, Brazil, Colombia, Saint Lucia, and Mexico in these spaces, 

becoming hideouts of resistance and survival. These communities, born from the need to escape 

and create independence, are central to exploring fugitivity and marronage. Fugitive, Where Are 

You Running? (the translated version of Fugitif, ou cours-tu?) serves as a repository of narratives 

by Dénètem Touam Bona, exploring marronage, fugitivity, and resistance, inculcating poetic 

narratives across historical, geographic, and conceptual landscapes. While working as a teacher 

and librarian, Bona encountered maroon communities and their experiences during his travels 

and personal explorations. This led him to the ideas of refugee and fugitive through the lens of 

creolization, revolution, stereotypes, negritude, and geographic divisions. He also inspects 

hidden narratives of fugitives, which include fearless migrants, runaway soldiers, and escaped 

enslaved people. The mountains and small islands surrounding the Caribbean are home to 

communities representing emerging cultures. These groups reflect different responses to the 

colonial past and show how regional identities have developed over time. It also talks about 

how nowadays running away and hiding can help people get rid of control. This disappearing 

act has many unsung heroes like Boni, whose stories offer the need to change this way of 

hiding, recognize the change to existing problems, and see the runaway person as someone who 

fights against unfair rules worldwide.    

The book consists of seven chapters, starting with explaining the variations on marronage, 

slavery, and resistance movements and ends with “Lianas Dreaming.” The first chapter talks of 

struggles faced by marrons in the eighteenth century, the pattern of settlements that are not 

much different from the place from which they escaped, and how their new habitations have 

inaugurated creolization within the environment. The following section examines runaway 

slaves that appeared on the edges of New World colonies like Florida, Brazil, and Suriname and 

produces the commonality of fugue with cultural awakening. The third offers insight into the 

cost of freedom and the problems maroons face for their identity and draws attention to cultural 

reinvention within these communities. The following chapter attempts to redefine the idea of 

refugees and humanity crossing borders in the search for better lives and talks of narratives of a 

running man who faces harsh realities amidst the problems of individuality, nationality, and 

gender, and creating a space in that world. The subsequent chapter discusses immigration 

problems, cultural identity, economic dependencies, and the impact of the colonial history of 

maroons who settled on Mayotte Island. It also discusses people not letting French authorities 

develop the region into the lagoon because they fear their identity will disappear. This rift 

between authorities and locals restricts further development. The sixth chapter focuses on how 

marronage should not be confined to physical escape because it is a diverse experience and how 

the Vodou religious culture manifests resistance acts in rhythms. Then, finally, “Liana 

Dreaming” explores environmental resistance, linking lianas to maroon defiance and collective 

Caribbean identities. It critiques colonial erasure, capitalism, and digitization while invoking 
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plant-induced visions that challenge modern narratives and reconnect with time and cosmic 

imagination. 

Fugitive, Where Are You Running? marks a profound exploration of marronage and 

fugitivity, emphasizing resistance and resilience. The book skillfully highlights the complex 

identities of the fugue Nègre while recognizing shared experiences and struggles. It critiques 

industrialization and technological progress for eroding indigenous cosmologies. However, it 

lacks a deeper exploration of transnational connections and the role of international 

organizations in addressing such challenges. While the book avoids extensive engagements 

with Black studies, this omission emphasizes the particularity of Black experiences, although at 

the cost of a broader interdisciplinary engagement. Despite these gaps, the poetic depth and 

novelty of the text connect intensely.  

This work is a continuous exploration of the concepts of marronage and fugitivity, aligning 

with influential contributions by Neil Roberts, Fred Moten, Stefano Harney, and Jessica A. 

Krug. It provides a global lens on southern resistance, refugee histories, and identity 

formations, urging readers to reconsider Native worldviews. Ultimately, this scholarly work is a 

foundation for understanding the displacement and the continuing significance of maroon 

resistance in a rapidly changing world.  

Manish Karmwar and Komal Thakran, University of Delhi 
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